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THE PBE8ENT STATUS AND THE 'FU TUBE 
OF HYGIENE OB PUBLIC HEALTH 
IN AMEBIC 

During the past few years an increasing 
and now insistent demand has been heard 
in this countiy for better facilities for the 
training of public health officials. This de- 
mand has come from members of the med- 
ical profession, chiefly those engaged in 
oflieial positions as officers or commissioners 
of health for cities and states, from sanitary 
engineers, and from various philanthropic 
societies whose aim is the betterment of 
social conditions among the poor in our 
great cities and in our rural communities. 
With the last this demand is associated 
with a demand for more enlightened in- 
struction for the general public in matters 
affecting their health. At this time when 
these various desires are but an index of the 
awakening of interest throughout this coun- 
try in that branch of science known aa 
hygiene or public health, it becomes a 
matter of vital necessity for those of us who 
are working in this field to clearly formu- 
late the underlying principles of this sci- 
ence, its scope and its needs, and present 
them to the public and especially to those 
who hold the fate of our great institutions 
of learning in their grasp and under their 
direction, 

HYGIENE IN GERMANY" AND AUSTRIA 

Desjiite the fact that an .iVmerican-lxirn 
scientist, Count Rumford, of Munich 
(Benjamin Thompson of Concord and 
Boston), was the first to inaugurate and 
carry out a comprehensive movement for 

1 Read ut the May, 1915, meeting of tho Asso- 
(fiation of Amor icon iniysieians. 
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the betterment of livings .conditions among 
the very poor, daring the course of which 
he made a most accurate and painstaking 
study of the many factors leading to pov- 
erty and ill-health and suggested remedies 
for them, the modern conception of hygiene 
was given the continent of Europe by Max 
von Pettenkofer, the first professor of hy- 
giene in Munich and indeed the first pro- 
fessor of hygiene in any German university. 
A pupil of Liebig and Voit and a well- 
trained chemist, Pettenkofer first served as 
professor of chemistiy in Munich, hut in 
1865 transferred his activities to the sei- 
enoe of hygiene, a professorship of which 
was established for him in this Bavarian 
institution. More than any other man of 
his time, Pettenkofer saw clearly the pre- 
vailing chaos in the facts and theories re- 
lating to the science of health and especially 
in regard to the infectious diseases. At 
that time epidemic after epidemic of 
typhoid fever devastcd the population of 
such cities as Munich and Vienna, Asiatic 
cholera was always knocking at the doors 
of central Europp and frequently obtained 
admission, while other zymotic diseases 
spread like wildfire from person to person 
when once started in a community. The 
laws passed to control these epidemics were 
ineffective and the mortality from disease 
extremely high. The single exception to 
the prevailing helplessness was the Jcn- 
nerian vaccination which had placed small- 
pox in the sphere of controllable diseases. 
Pettenkofer not only realized the inade- 
quacy of the methods employed to limit the 
spread of disease, but he also saw that the 
fundamental difficulty lay in the ignorance 
of the medical profession in regard to the 
mode of transmission of infections from one 
individual to another. In this great crisis, 
for such indeed he felt it to be, Petten- 
kofer raised a powerful voice and demanded 
that the various facts relating to disease 


*‘en masse'’ should be thoroughly studied 
by experts just as the symptoms and pathol- 
ogy of individual coses were being studied 
by experts, that after the fundamental facts 
had been observed on a broad basis, theories 
to explain these facts should be formulated 
and submitted to the rigid test of experi- 
ment, to the end that proper conclusions 
from fact, theory and experiment might be 
drawn and measures in accord with these 
conclusions be carried out. In cither words, 
Pettenkofer demanded that the empiricism 
of hygiene should be converted into a sci- 
ence. To accomplish this he further in- 
sisted that departments of hygiene be estab- 
lished in the various universities, that 
proper equipment be provided to gather the 
data and test the theories of hygiene, and 
that trained scientists be given the oppor- 
tunity of carrying out this work. The wide- 
spread agitation coming from the move- 
ment originated by von Pettenkofer re- 
sulted in the establishment of a department 
of hygiene in the University of Munich, 
the selection of von Pettenkofer as pro- 
feasor and the construction of a hygienic 
institute. This institute founded iu 1865 
still stands, I believe, although plans for a 
new building upon somewhat more modem 
lines have now been completed. 

From this brief rfeiumfi it may be seen 
that Pettenkofer was really the founder of 
modem hygiene, at least in so far as the 
German-speaking races were concerned. 
He occupies indeed the same position in re- 
gard to hygiene that Virchow does in 
pathology.® The radical movement in 

2 An interesting analogy is also evident in the 
domain of therapeutics. In this science Bclmiiede- 
berg, a pupil of Bucheim, who founded the first 
laboratory for the scientific study of drugs in 
pat, realized the inadequacy of the existing knowl- 
edge of the composition and the action of the vari- 
ous remedies employed by the medical profeasion 
largely on m empirical baas. He demanded that 
the medical profession turn from the clinie to the 
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hygiene fathered by him made a profound 
impreasion upon Europe, oHpeeially upon 
Germany and Austria. Professorships were 
established in the leading medical schools, 
first in Bavaria and then in other parts of 
the German empire, thoroughly trained 
men were put in charge of the administra- 
tion of sanitary laws and the attempt made 
to limit the spread of the infectious dis- 
eases by scientific methods. The new knowl- 
edge acquired by Pettenkofer and his 
pupils, and the laws promulgated at their 
suggestion soon began to have a definite in- 
fluence upon the mortality retimm. In the 
city of Munich, for instance, the sewage 
system was reconstructed and proper meth- 
ods established for drawing off human and 
animal wastes, a new and pure supply of 
drinking water was obtained, old, ill-con- 
structed houses were pulled down and air 
and sunshine admitted to the darkest sec- 
tions of the city. A special corps of sani- 
tary police was instituted, the members of 
which were given extraordinary powera so 
that they could visit every quarter of the 
city, and enter every <lwelling to enforce 
the execution of the new sanitary laws. As 
a result of these sweeping changes the mor- 
tality from zymotic diseases fell rapidly in 
Munich and typhoid fever practically dis- 
appeared, In Vienna also, where Gruber, 
a pupil of von Pettenkofer, became pro- 
fessor of hygiene in the university, a sim- 
ilar change took place. Here was a city 
built within narrow walls, the population 
crowded together in unsanitary quarters 
with a water supply from surface wells 
sunk in a sewage-permeated soil. Sweeping 
reforms were instituted in this old medieval 

Uboratory, study the chemical composition of 
drugs, determine their action by animal experimen- 
tation and endeavor to explain this action by the 
facts and theories of physiology. Under the lead- 
ership of Sohmiedeberg the new soienoe of pharma- 
cology was established to takio the place of the 
older science of therapeutics. 


town, a new method of sewage disposal 
established, a new water supply obtained 
and in a surprisingly short time the typhoid 
mortality was cut ill two. Whereas in 1874 
it had been 15-16 per thousand, by the end 
of two years it had fallen to 7-8 per thou- 
sand and subsequently steadily diminished. 

Under the stimulus of von Pettenkofer 
the new science of hygiene developed 
rapidly and from his institute in Munich 
his pupils passed first to one and then to 
another of the European universities as the 
chairs of hygiene were founded. Thus 
Buchner became associated with hygiene 
in Munich, Gruber went to Vienna, von 
Fodor to Budapest, Fliigge to Gottingen 
(later to Breslau), Hofman to Leipzig, 
Lehmann to Wurzburg, Rubner to Mar- 
burg, Pfeiffer to Rostock and Prausnitz to 
Gratz. The science of hygiene was estab- 
lished upon a firm basis and it is not too 
much to say that the movement inaugu- 
rated by von Pettenkofer was one of the 
most important movements in the seienco 
of medicine of the nineteenth century. 

The Munich school of hygiene was devel- 
oped in the days before modern bacteriol- 
ogy was dreamed of however, the etiological 
agents of disease were unknown and much 
of the work of the great investigators had 
to be carried out upon a hypothetical basis. 
This is best shown by the famous x y z 
hypothesis of von Pettenkofer by means of 
which he attempted to explain the spread 
of the diseases in which the intestinal tract 
is involved, typhoid fever, cholera and 
dysentery, the so-called diseases of the soil 
or Bodenkrankheiten. The kernel of this 
hypothesis lay in von Pettenkofer ’s belief 
that the unknown etiological agents of these 
diseases must undergo a process of modifi- 
cation or ripening in the soil before they 
are in a condition to produce the disease in 
other individuals. With the rise of the 
new science of bacteriology as the result of 
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the wonderful and brilliant investigations 
of Robert Koch and his immediate pupils, 
eapecially the discovei^ of the responsible 
parasites of anthrax, tuberculosis, Asiatic 
cholera and typhoid fever, the Munich 
school of hygiene received a staggering 
blow. Here were the hypothetical etiolog- 
ical agents of disease capable of demonstra- 
tion under the microscope and of cultiva- 
tion in the laboratory. Why waste one’s 
time indeed in arguing about an unknown 
factor when this factor had been discovered 
and identified and the facts relating to it 
could be accurately studied? This was 
especially the case with Asiatic cholera 
where methods had been devised for the 
accurate bacteriological examination of sus- 
pected cases by the use of which an almost 
absolute diagnosis could be made in forty- 
eight hours and the infected individuals 
quarantined,, the simplest possible method 
of preventing the introduction of this fear- 
ful scourge into any community. But the 
Munich school of hygiene died hard and in 
the long and somewhat bitter controversy 
between the old and the new, between Pet- 
tenkofer and his pupils and Koch and hia, 
most important facts bearing upon the 
etiology of the infectious diseases were 
established. Gradually, however, the newer 
and more correct theories of the modem 
bacteriologists supplanted the older and 
often incorrect theories of the Pettenkofer 
school and in 1885 Koch became professor 
of hygiene and bacteriology in the Univer- 
sity of Berlin, This set the pace and within 
the next few years the various professor- 
ships of hygiene as they became vacant were 
filled by the appointment of men trained in 
the modem bacteriological technique. Thus 
Ga-fTky, the discover of the typhoid l)acillns, 
went to Giessen, Loeffler, the co-discoverer 
with Klebs of the diphtheria bacillus, to 
Griefswald, Hueppe to Prague, von Behring 
to Ilalle and Marburg, Carl P^^roenkel to 


Marburg and Halle and Gartner to Jena. 
At the same time hygienic institutes corre- 
sponding somewhat to our municipal health 
laboratories were founded in many of the 
larger cities of Germany and Austria to 
provide for the accurate bacteriologieal 
diagnosis of the infectious diseases. The 
largest and best-equipped of such institutes 
is probably that of Professor Dunbar in 
Hamburg, one of the few American-hom 
scientists to make his career in Germany. 
A more recent institute of the same gen- 
eral character is that of the city of Frank- 
furt a. M. under the able direction of Pn)- 
fessor Neisser. With the single exception 
of the laboratories of the City of New York 
there are no institutions in America which 
are founded upon quite the same broad 
combination of routine work and advanced 
research as are these. 

As a result of the various factors opera- 
ting to develop the modem science of hy- 
giene in Europe we find that this stibject 
is now firmly established in all the German 
and Austrian univeraities. It is a princi- 
pal or major subject in every medical 
school and there is an ^^ordentlich Pro- 
fessor” of hygiene in every university 
where medicine is taught. Every student 
of medicine must pass a rigid examina- 
tion in hygiene before he can obtain his 
degree and before he can practise his pro- 
fession. As was to be expected from the 
somewhat diverse lines of development hy- 
giene has taken we find men of various 
tendencies occupying the professorships. 
On the one hand Fliigge and Gruber rep- 
resent the older or Munich school at Ber- 
lin and Munich, both trained in the Pet- 
tenkofer methods but both greatly infiu- 
enced in their thought and work by the 
newer bacteriology of Koch. In Berlin 
also before the appointment of Professor 
Fliigge, hygiene was brilliantly repre- 
sented by another product of the Munich 
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$ohoolf Professor Eubner, now professor of 
physiology. On the other hand, many 
other chairs of hygiene in Europe are held 
by the bacteriologists as by Erase in 
Konigsberg, by Fischer in Kiehl, by Uh- 
lenhuth in Strassburg, by Kolle in Berne, 
by Schottelius in Freiburg i. B., and by 
Neumann in Giessen. At the same time 
hygiene is taught in Vienna by Shatten- 
froh and Grassberger who clearly unite 
the two schools, while in Budapest von 
Lieberman is associated with von Fodor, 
and may be said to approach the subject 
more from the standpoint of the physicist. 

Despite the great diversity in training 
of the various hygienists in Germany and 
Austria, the subjects they teach and study 
are much the same in the different univer- 
sities, approached necessarily however from 
different viewpoints. The fundamental 
principles of hygiene as applied to vital 
statistics, heating, lighting, ventilation, 
clothing, disinfection, sanitation, water and 
milk supplies, sewage disposal, nutrition 
and food values are taught to all medical 
students while special emphasis is laid 
upon demonstrations which show the mode 
of transmission of the infectious diseases. 
Lecture courses in theoretical hygiene are 
compulsory, laboratory courses in practical 
hygiene are attended by the majority and 
all students who are candidates for degrees 
in medicine must pass a rigid examination 
in hygiene before graduation. At the same 
time special courses in hygiene are offered 
in all the hygienic institutes. They cover 
a variety of subjects and include such top- 
ics as school hygiene, mental hygiene, the 
hygiene of inheritance, nutrition and 
systematic instruction in the principles of 
infection and immunity. Finally elemen- 
tary bacteriology is taught the medical 
students in many of the hygienic institutes 
which in a few instances provide facilities 
for ishe cities where the universities are lo- 


cated for diagnostic work in connection 
with the infectious diseases. No matter 
how seemingly diverse the subjects or how 
varied the interests of the many workers 
in the field, hygiene is a distinct scientific 
entity in central Europe to-day, the object 
of whose teaching is the demonstration of 
all the available facts and theories rela- 
ting to disease in bulk as distinguished 
from individual cases of disease. 

HYGIENE OB PUBLIC HEALTH IN GREAT 
BRITAIN 

During the period which saw the estab- 
lishment of hygiene on a modem basis in 
Germany and Austria, the same science was 
being developed in England under the 
name ‘^public health.’’ In Great Britain 
the system of local control of public af- 
fairs had spread more widely than in any 
of the continental countries in consequence 
of which the local authorities were enabled 
to dictate their own mode of government. 
Local organizations were formed to con- 
trol all matters relating to the health of 
the community and the system of local gov- 
ernment boards with their peculiar priv- 
ileges and responsibilities has resulted. 
This system represents indeed Great Brit- 
ain’s especial contribution to hygiene in 
the last century and the years 1847 when 
medical officers of health were first ap- 
pointed, 1848 when they were required to 
be qualified medical practitioners (Public 
Health Act), 1855 when every vestry and 
district board in London was required to 
appoint one or more medical officers of 
health and 1872 when the new Public 
Health Act forced every sanitary author- 
ity outside of London to appoint a medical 
officer of health, formed the especial land- 
marks in this chronological development. 
Long before 1847, however, English physi- 
cians had devoted time, energy and thought 
to the problems of hygiene and the names 
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dear to the heart of every Anglo-Saxon 
are scattered over the pages of English 
medical history. Thus in 1720 Dr. Rich- 
ard Mead, the physician to St, Thomas 
Hospital, published his “Short Discourse 
Concerning Pestilential Contagion, and 
the Methods to be Used to Prevent It,” a 
book which went through seven editions in 
its first year of life. In 1764 appeared Dr, 
John Pringle's work on “Diseases of the 
Army” which was destined to revolution- 
ize sanitary conditions in jails and hos- 
pitals as well as in military camps, while 
the same service was rendered the navy by 
Dr. James Lind's publication entitled “On 
the Means of Preserving the Health of 
Seamen,” soon followed by a series of es- 
says concerning the health of the Royal 
Navy, on “Fevers and Infection” and on 
“Jail Distemper,” Dr. Gilbert Blane’s 
“Observations on the Diseases of Seamen” 
appeared in 1785 and in 1796, when Blane 
was serving as chief officer of the Naval 
Medical Board under the admiralty, 
lemon-juice was added to the diet of the 
seamen and scurvy ceased to rage. Dr. 
George Baker, in 1767, elucidated the 
etiology of “colic and palsy” in Devon- 
shire and by his demonstration that this 
was lead poisoning pure and simple first 
put the study of industrial diseases upon 
a scientific foundation. More important 
than any other single discovery, however, 
and more beneficial from the world-wide 
campaign it inaugurated against small- 
pox stands of course Jenner's discovery of 
cowpox vaccination in 1798, 

In the century from 1738 to 1838 Eng- 
land saw its great rejuvenation manifest 
in its acute religious revivals, its political 
emancipation, the social liberation of its 
lowest classes and the destruction of class 
privilege, the extinction of slavery, the 
improvement of agriculture, the extension 
of trade and commerce and the organiza- 


tion of its industries on a firm basis. 
During all this time great movements were 
usually associated with great men and the 
names of John and Charles Wesley, George 
Whitfield, Adam Smith, Jeremy Bentham, 
John Howard and William Wilberforce, 
will always be held in affectionate rever- 
ence by those who are alive to the ills of 
mankind and who love their fellowmen. 
By 1838 England had been thoroughly 
purged of many of its ills and when ten 
years later the first systematic efforts to 
regulate the sanitary affairs of London be- 
gan, the government found a population 
no longer hostile to sanitary reform. Dur- 
ing most of the subsequent period one fig- 
ure looms up persistently in public health 
in the United Kingdom, Sir John Simon, 
who bears much the same relationship to 
English hygiene that Pettenkofer does to 
German, and who was fortunately also 
spared till close to the end of the last cen- 
tury. 

As a result of the Public Health Act of 
1872, it became apparent that the supply 
of men trained in sanitary science to oc- 
cupy positions as public health officers was 
inadequate and the University of Cam- 
bridge set about the task of remedying the 
difhculty. For this purpose it established 
the system of examining qualified medical 
practitioners in the principles of hygiene 
and granting diplomas to those who satis- 
factorily passed the examination. In this 
work the great hygienist Parkes was the 
leading spirit. The diploma granted came 
to be known as the D.P.H. or Diploma of 
Public Health, the holders of such di- 
plomas having a distinct advantage over 
their competitors when they applied for 
the coveted positions with the various local 
government boards. The great advantage 
to any community in having its medical 
officer of health a trained sanitarian was 
soon apparent and in 1892anactwaspa«8ed 
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which required every medical officer of 
health to have a diploma of public health 
in every district of 50,000 inhabitants or 
to have served as health officer before the 
passage of the act. Thus a medical officer 
of health in Great Britain is not only a 
qualified practitioner of medicine but is a 
trained sanitarian as well. 

The example set by Cambridge in grant- 
ing the D.P.H. was soon followed by other 
universities in the United Kingdom and at 
the present time this or a similar degree 
with the same general purpose is granted 
in sixteen of the universities in Great 
Britain as well as by the Conjoint Board 
of the Royal Colleges of Physicians and 
Surgeons in England, in Ireland and in 
Scotland. At the same time the various 
universities offer courses of instruction in 
hygiene or public health which qualify men 
to pass the examinations. In general the 
work required of a candidate covers nine 
calendar months, thus corresponding to a 
year’s postgraduate work in America. 
During this period the candidate spends 
four months in studying the principles of 
sanitary science in their application to 
public health pn)blems, ‘‘air, water, soil, 
sewage, food, climatology, bacteriology, 
parasitology and the general pathology of 
diseases of animals transmissible to man, 
etc.” (See Nuttall.) Following this he 
receives instruction in sanitary engineer- 
ing, food inspection, epidemiology, occu- 
pational hygiene, vital statistics and pub- 
lic health laws. Finally during six of the 
nine months the student must study pub- 
lic health administration under a qualified 
medical officer of health and during three 
months must attend a hospital for infec- 
tious diseases and acquire training in diag- 
nosis and in preventive methods. In addi- 
tion to the men who expect to enter upon 
an administrative career in public health 
in Great Britain and who are now required 


to obtain this diploma, many medical grad- 
uates take the D.P.H. as a post-graduate 
degree corresponding somewhat to our 
Master of Arts and a large number of the 
most eminent scientists in the medical pro- 
fession there are holders of diplomas in 
public health. Whatever else may be said 
of the public health iustruction in Great 
Britain and however true some of the criti- 
cisms leveled at it may be, it must be ad- 
mitted that this system has resulted in an 
enlightened control of sanitary measures 
by competent authorities which is not sur- 
passed by any other country in the world. 
How well this system fits into the general 
political and governmental systems of 
Great Britain is shown by a glance at their 
mortality returns in which a death from 
typhoid fever is so rare as to be an occasion 
for comment or in a study of the distribu* 
tion of rabies wliich seldom or never ap^ 
pears in the British Isles. The English 
conception of public health differs essen^ 
tially from the German conception of hy- 
giene, however, and while differences are 
difficult to formulate, it may be said in 
general that in England attention is fo- 
cused upon the administrative side of the 
subject, while in Germany the emphasis is 
laid upon the theoretical or purely scien- 
tific aspects of the science. This does not 
mean that in Great Britain the scientific 
side of public health has been neglected or 
that in Germany the practical side of hy- 
giene has been forgotten. It is neverthe- 
les true that the modem conception of pub- 
lic health has been furnished the world by 
Great Britain just as the modern concep- 
tion of hygiene has been developed in Ger- 
many and Austria and that there are cer- 
tain differences between the two concep- 
tions. 

The English notion of public health pre- 
vails in Great Britain’s colonies and some 
years ago the late Wyatt Johnston, of 
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Montreal, established a systematic course 
of instruction in this branch in McGill Uni- 
Tersity which was the first institution in 
America to grant a diploma of public 
health. 

HTQIENK OB PUBLIC HEALTH IN PRANCE 

In France also from early times thought- 
ful medical men and government officials 
were deeply concerned with the health of 
the people and alive to the necessity of 
studying and reforming sanitary condi- 
tions. On July 6, 1902, Dubois, prefect of 
police in the City of Paris, founded the 
Council of Health or Conaeil de Salu- 
brite with four members, Deyeux, Parmen- 
tier, Huzard and Cadet-Gassicourt. The 
organization of this body was modified by 
subsequent decrees in 1810 and in 1815, 
and similar bodies were formed in Nantes 
and Bordeaux in 1815, in Lyon in 1822, in 
Marseilles in 1826, in Lisle (Lille) in 1828, 
and in Rouen in 1831. In 1848, the year 
that saw the first Public Health Act of 
Great Britain, the Conseil d^Etat passed 
:an ordinance for general health regulation 
throughout Prance. Since that time the 
.administration of health laws has been on 
a firm and scientific basis in Prance and 
many medical men of prominence like 
Thouret, Leroux and Dupuytren have been 
members of the various councils of health. 
In general the administration of health or 
sanitary laws is in the hands of the de- 
partment of police (law, etc.), the Conseil 
•de Salubritfi being entirely a consultative 
ibody. Its decisions have the practical 
force of laws however and are seldom re- 
versed. At irregular intervals voluminous 
reports are issued, relating to health, sa- 
lubrity and industry. The regulations 
under the caption Health relate to food and 
its adulterations, poisonous substances 
found in it, kind of vessels used in its 
manufacture, etc. Under Salubrity is con- 


sidered the regulation of anatomical the- 
aters, barracks for soldiers, public baths, 
street fountains, water supplies, factories, 
prisons, markets and disposal of filth. 
Finally Industry covers the bituminous 
trades, manufacture of candles, slaughter 
houses, powder mills, white lead factories, 
and all places whore poisonous gases are 
liberated. Prom time to time the old reg- 
ulations are modified to meet the needs of 
modern civilization and new regulations 
promulgated. The wonderful sewerage 
system of Paris and the beautiful gardens 
for sewage disposal on the banks of the 
Seine a few miles below Paris are lasting 
monuments to the genius of the French 
hygienists, and the leading positions which 
French authorities occupy in the scientific 
development of quarantine testify to their 
soundness and versatility. French hygiene 
or public health, however, has been espe- 
cially influenced in its later development 
by Pasteur and the various institutes 
named after him and has, to a considerable 
extent, developed the idea of preventive 
medicine. The Pasteur Institute in Paris, 
originally designed for the study of rabies 
and the preparation of anti-rabic inocula- 
tions, soon took on the character of a gen- 
eral bacteriological and hygienic institute 
in which the problems of all the infectious 
diseases were investigated. The other Pas- 
teur Institutes in France and her colonies 
have also been modeled on the same gen- 
eral plan. Hygiene likewise is an impor- 
tant part of the medical curriculum and a 
number of standard publications are de- 
voted to it. 

HT0IENE OB PUBLIC HEALTH IN AKEBIOA 

When we now turn to the consideration 
of hygiene or public health in America, it 
is at once evident that the greatest confu- 
sion of ideas prevails concerning the sub- 
ject. Authorities are not agreed upon 



Jcx^T 2> 1916] 


SCIENCE 


9 


even the fundamental definition of the sci- 
ence the development of which has been 
both sporadic and limited. It is high time 
indeed that we should have some sort of 
free discussion of the whole matter partic- 
ularly as to the best lines for the future 
growth of the beginnings already made. 
Certain fundamental facts stand out 
clearly. The most important of these is 
that municipal and state authorities have 
for years recognized the needs of safe- 
guarding the public health and have estab- 
lished various institutions for this purpose, 
especially our city and state departments 
of health. Thus as far back as 1856 our 
state boards of health were well organized 
and held an important conference in Phil- 
adelphia to deal with the vexing question 
of yellow fever which appeared at Bay 
Eidge the previous year. The national 
government has lagged far behind other 
countries in public health matters however 
and a national department of health, so 
vital to the interests and happiness of 
eveiy citizen of the United States, has thus 
far failed of establishment. The abortive 
attempt made to bring about this much 
needed reform, in the early eighties, led to 
the foundation of such a department, which 
led a precarious existence of only two years. 
Fortunately the Marine Hospital Service 
has gradually been able to take up many of 
the duties of a national department of 
health and has now become in fact and in 
name a Public Health Service. 

In our universities and in our medical 
schools, while hygiene was early recognized 
as a major subject by many of our leaders 
in medical education, this feeling was by no 
means widespread. Nevertheless important 
beginnings were attempted and in some in- 
stances splendid results followed. As early 
as 1865, the year von Pettenkofer became 
professor of hygiene in Munich, the medical 
college of the New York Infirmary for 


women and children made hygiene and 
public sanitation a compulsory part of its 
curriculum. Even before this the Women ’s 
Medical College of Pennsylvania had 
taught hygiMie in association with physiol- 
ogy. The University of Michigan when its 
medical department was founded in 1850 
taught the principles of the sanitary analy- 
sis of drinking water to its students, in the 
early seventies lectures on hygiene were 
given to both medical and literary students 
by the late Dr. Corydon Ford, and in 1876 
a course of lectures was given on this sub- 
ject by the present professor of hygiene 
there. In 1887 the state legislature mode 
an appropriation for a hygienic laboratory 
which was formally opened in the session 
of 1887-88. In Western Reserve, in Cleve- 
land, state medicine and hygiene were 
taught as early as 1881 sometimes in asso- 
ciation with pathology and again in connec- 
tion with clinical subjects. In Harvard lec- 
tures on hygiene were given in 1876, and 
the present department of preventive medi- 
cine was established later as a department 
of hygiene with the late Dr. Harrington as 
director. In 1892 the institute of hygiene 
of the University of Pennsylvania was es- 
tablished upon a broad foundation with the 
gifted Dr. Billings in charge and in this in- 
stitute we see most clearly the influence of 
the Munich school of hygiene upon medical 
thought in America. Foundations of hy- 
giene were likewise provided for in many 
other medical schools such as the Univer- 
sity of California and Cooper Medical 
School in San Francisco. With the excep- 
tion of Michigan, Pennsylvania and Har- 
vard however the hygiene which was taught 
in America was presented either by prac- 
tising physicians or by health officers whose 
time was largely occupied by administra- 
tive duties and who gave brief and in gen- 
eral unscientific lectures upon public health 
topics to medical students. The excellent 
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example set by three of our leading med- 
ical schools was not followed, the science of 
hygiene failed to develop generally and in 
many instances the older foundations of 
hygiene were abandoned to make room for 
subjects regarded as of greater necessity 
in the medical curriculum. Thus the de- 
partment of hygiene in Cooper Medical 
School, now Leland Stanford, gave way to 
a department of bacteriology. Recently 
however Westeni Reserve has reorganized 
its work in hygiene and has appointed a 
full-time professor in this branch, a simi- 
lar change has taken place in Yale and the 
relatively new University of Chicago has 
also established such a department. With 
all this hygiene as a major subject, with a 
trained scientist giving up his entire time 
to teaching its principles and studying its 
problems, exists in but six of our thirty- 
eight medical schools to-day. What a piti- 
ful showing this makes in comparison with 
Germany and Austro-Hungary where all 
the twenty-two universities where medicine 
is taught have their hygienic institutes or 
with Great Britain where every graduate 
in medicine must follow courses in public 
health and pass examinations in it. I do 
not mean that many of our medical schools 
are not making a determined effort to de- 
velop the subject of hygiene or that in- 
struction in it is entirely lacking. Indeed 
excellent courses in public health are given 
in both Minnesota and Indiana. In the 
three larger medical schools in New York 
City hygiene or public health has now be- 
come compulsory. At Johns Hopkins too 
the faculty has long recognized the neces- 
sity of further development along this line 
and the beginnings small though they are 
have now been made. I merely wish to 
point out and emphasize that the science of 
hygiene, one of the most important parts of 
a medical curriculum, has never reached 
the same development as an independent 


subject which has long been attained in 
Europe, and which has already been 
reached in America by the scientific 
branches of medicine, anatomy, physiol- 
ogy, chemistry, pathology and pharmacol- 
ogy, or by the clinical, surgery, medicine 
and gynecology and obstetrics. 

In the same way and possibly as the re- 
sult of the same influences, hygiene plays 
but an unimportant part in our state ex- 
aminations for licensing prsetitionens of 
medicine. In but a few states is there a 
separate examination in hygiene and in 
some the subject is not even mentioned. 
Yet there is probably no field in which med- 
ical men need training more than in hy- 
giene and in no line of work will his efforts 
be more beneficial or more appreciated by 
the community than in the prevention of 
the spread of infectious diseases by the ap- 
plication of the sound principles of sanita- 
tion. The medical profession of America is 
neither indifferent to the great problems of 
preventive medicine nor ignorant of its 
principles however. The long and honor- 
able career of the American Public Health 
Association and the more recent develop, 
ment of the Section of Hygiene and Pre- 
ventive Medicine of the American Medical 
Association testify to the contrary. The in- 
difference to hygiene as a science lies in 
our universities and in our medical schools 
and the responsibility for the failure of its 
development rests clearly upon them. 

PBXSENT NXBDS 

The question now rises as to the especial 
needs of hygiene, and the conditions which 
must be met in order that it shall develop. 
We may best consider this under three divi- 
sions. 

There is first a definite need and even a 
necessity for the training of medical stu- 
dents in the science of health, whether the 
science be labeled hygiene, public health or 
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preventive medicine* Every man who grad- 
uates from a medical school should be 
taught, some time during his course, the 
underlying principles of hygiene. He 
should know what the word ventilation 
means, for instance, something about cloth- 
ing, the kinds of exercise suitable for dif* 
ferent individuals, the values of foods, how 
a good water supply differs from a poor 
one, what good milk is, how a city should 
dispose of its sewage. Especially should 
he be taught the mode of transmission of 
the infectious diseases and the methods of 
their prevention. This knowledge the well- 
trained physician of the future must have, 
not merely that he may advise his patients 
properly and safeguard their health, but 
that he may play his part in the community 
where he lives and lift his voice on the right 
side concerning that branch of city and 
state government which most concerns him, 
the department of health, too often alas 
merely a pawn in the hands of unscru- 
pulous individuals to move as they see fit 
in the great game of politics. To accom- 
plish this purpose, namely, the education of 
the physician, every medical school in this 
country should have its department or in- 
stitute of hygiene in charge of a full-time 
man with a corps of trained assistants. It 
makes little difference whether the head 
of this department is a chemist, a bacte- 
riologist or a physicist, since the prob- 
lems of hygiene must be approached 
from various angles, but in the organiza- 
tion of the department provision must be 
made for teaching the subject with refer- 
ence to chemistry, bacteriology and physics. 
Didactic lectures in hygiene must be com- 
bined with laboratory exercises and the 
student must acquire first-hand knowledge 
of water and milk analysis, disinfection, 
sanitation, and especially the bacteriolog- 
ieal diagnosis and the prophylaxis of the 
infectious diseases, In addition special 


courses should be offered in such topics as 
school hygiene, serum-therapy, nutrition 
and food valuations, etc. The research side 
should also play a large part in any depart^ 
ment of hygiene. It is not sufficient to 
teach what we know at present about hy- 
giene. The bounds of our knowledge must 
be constantly widened, new facts acquired 
and new theories tested. 

The relationship of the department of 
hygiene to the medical school should also 
be made clear. It is essential that hygiene 
be presented as a distinct and independent 
science and not as a phase of bacteriology, 
or of chemistry, or of physics. How far 
the department of hygiene should engage 
in teaching the elementary principles of 
the sciences whose methods it uses is also 
an important question but chiefiy as it 
affects bacteriology. This after all is a 
matter of merely academic interest. Bacte- 
riology must always be taught medical stu- 
dents from the standpoint of the pathogenic 
bacteria. If the pathological laboratory 
has the facilities for teaching bacteriology 
and the staff have the training there is no 
reason why general bacteriology should not 
be taught with pathology. Nor is there any 
reason why bacteriology should not exist as 
a separate department in the medical school 
if funds are available for this purpose. At 
the same time there is no reason why gen- 
eral bacteriology should not be taught in 
the hygienic institute so long as it does not 
encroach upon the teaching of hygiene and 
provided the head of the department has 
received the proper training and under- 
stands the fundamental principles of infec- 
tion and immunity. Above all it must be 
remembered that hygiene is a medical sub- 
ject and a part of medicine. Its methods 
are the methods of medicine and have been 
developed in the medical departments of 
the European and American universities. 
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Hygiene must therefore always be taught 
medical students from the medical point of 
view by medical men. 

The second great need in this country is 
for better facilities for the training of pub- 
lic health officers. The awakening of the pub- 
lic conscience to the necessity of removing 
health questions from the domain of politics 
has resulted in the reorganization bf many 
of our municipal and state departments of 
health while the excellent achievements of 
others have given them greater responsi- 
bilities and increased facilities, for carrying 
out their work. The system of “county, 
health officers’’ in which employees of the 
state department of health are empowered 
to assume local duties either in cooperation 
with the local authorities or superseding 
them has now been adopted in two states 
and marks a signal advance in health legis- 
lation. This is an example indeed likely to 
be followed by a number of states as time 
goes on. This change in health administra- 
tion has created a distinct demand for 
specialists in public health and the medical 
departments of our universities must noT^ 
see to it that the men who take up public 
health as a career are given the opportu- 
nities of fitting themselves properly in the 
science of hygiene or public health. This 
can probably best be accomplished by or- 
ganizing courses leading up to the Diploma 
of Public Health or some similar degree, the 
possession of which wiU guarantee that the 
holder has received expert instruction which 
will qualify him to act intelligently as an 
officer of health. Already three of our best 
medical schools have organized such couises 
and other universities are contemplating 
similar enterprises. It is not enough that 
this or that school shall establish depart- 
ments for the training of health officials. 
This movement is one which vitally con- 
cerns the physicians of this country and is 
likely to have an Important infiuence upon 


the development of American medicine. 
The medical profession must demand that 
our health officers be properly trained, that 
the Diploma of Public Health shall not be 
awarded to any sort of individual regard- 
less of his preliminary training to be used 
merely as a lever to help him to acquire a 
position. There must be some sort of stand- 
ardization of the courses leading up to the 
degree and particularly must there be some 
agreement as to their length and the 
amount of time which must be passed in 
preparation for the examinations. Above 
all American physicians must remember 
that the health officer, be he county, city or 
state, has a distinct function, the intelligent 
exercise of which requires a medical train- 
ing. It is not enough that our garbage be 
disposed of, that our drinking water be 
chlorinated or filtered, the bacteria in milk 
be counted or the births and deaths of a 
community be registered, important as these 
activities may be. It is far more important 
that the unsuspected and unreported case 
of typhoid fever or septic sore throat be 
ferreted out, the typhoid or diphtheria car- 
rier be recognized, the first case of small- 
pox be differentiated frmn chickenpox and 
that the correct diagnosis of the obscure 
oases of meningitis or some of the exanthe- 
mata be established. It is after all in the 
great field of the preventable diseases of in- 
fections nature that the health officers will 
do ths most work and bear the heaviest 
responsibilities. Thus while an engineer 
or a half-trained medical man who baa 
specialized in public health may satisfac- 
torily perform the functions of a health 
officer in certain particulars it is difficult 
to see how he can perform the most impor- 
tant. This is a particularly grave problem 
in maritime cities where the danger of 
bubonic plague is constantly increasing or 
where a case of yellow fever may slip in 
almost any time. It is an important ques- 
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tion therefore whether the American med- 
ical profession shall permit to develop nn- 
ohallenged that movement now grown so 
powerful in this country whereby non- 
medical men are elevated to positions of 
authority and responsibility in public 
health matters, which after all are medical 
matters. Without doubt many non-medical 
men may become expert health officers and 
discharge their duties to the communities 
which they serve in on intelligent manner. 
Can they be trusted in a crisis however and 
are we willing as physicians that a practise 
so fraught with danger be continued? 

Finally how can we educate the great 
mass of people in this country who are en- 
gaging in all sorts of philanthropic enter- 
prises which verge on medicine or which re- 
quire some medical advice and assistance if 
all this work is to be prosecuted intelli- 
gently. These individuals are constantly 
turning to the medical profusion for the 
solutions of knotty, difficult problems and 
indeed in no time in the history of this 
country have physicians had greater oppor- 
tunities of directing broad, comprehensive 
charitable movements in the proper direc- 
tion so that great sums of money shall be 
intelligently used for useful and beneficial 
objects. This education of the people in 
matters affecting their health can probably 
best be given in a museum of hygiene where 
models of all sorts of apparatus, collections 
of charts and statistical materials can he 
made available for study, where public lec- 
tures can be given on health topics, where 
experts in various lines can be consulted, 
where commissions can be formed for the 
investigation of special problems of public 
health. Such a museum would become a 
great center for education in hygiene and 
public health and prove of incalculable 
benefit to the community in which it might 
happen to be located. 

The question as to which of these three 


needs should first be satisfied is not easy to 
answer and the answer will also vary ac- 
cording to the individual point of view of 
those of us who study the problems. They 
are here presented in what seems to me to 
be the logical arrangement. If possible let 
us first educate our medical students, then 
our officers of health, then the public. 
Should the order be changed however no 
great harm will result. Should this country 
be so fortunate as to see schools of hygiene 
attached to the medical departments of our 
universities properly endowed and aiming 
to satisfy all three needs, then indeed shall 
we be fortunate beyond the wildest dreams 
of the most enthusiastic student of the 
subject. William W, Ford 

The Johns Hopkins UNmiasiTv 
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MEA8UMEMFNTS OF THE DISTANCES OF 
THE STAESt^ 

For the lecture in honor and memory of 
Edward Halley, which it is my privilege to 
deliver this year, I have chosen an account 
of the persistent efforts made by astron- 
omers to measure the distances of the fixed 
stars. For many generations their attempts 
were unsuccessful, though some of them led 
to great and unexpected discoveries. It is 
less than eighty years ago that the distances 
of two or three of the nearest stars were 
determined with any certainty. The num- 
ber was added to, slowly at first, but after- 
wards at a greater rate, and now that large 

1 The ‘'Halley Lecture*' (slightly abridged), 
delivered at Oiford on May 20, by Bir E. W. By- 
son, F,R.S., Astronomer Boyal, and printed in the 
issue of Natare for June S. 
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telescopes are available and photographic 
methods have been developed^ we may ex- 
pect that in the next few years very rapid 
progress will be made. 

For many centuries astronomers had 
speculated on the distances of the stars. 
The Greeks measured the distance of the 
moon; they knew that the sun and planets 
were much further away^ and placed them 
correctly in order of distance, guessing 
that the sun was nearer than Jupiter be- 
cause it went round the sky. in one year 
while Jupiter took twelve. The stars, from 
their absolute constancy of relative posi- 
tion, were rightly judged to be still more 
distant — but how much more they had no 
means of telling. 

In 1543 Copernicus published Revo- 
lutionibus Orbium Coelestium,'' and showed 
that the remarkable movements of the plan- 
ets among the stars were much easier to 
understand on the hypothesis that the earth 
moved annually round the sun. Galileo’s 
telescope added such cogent arguments that 
the Copernican system was firmly estab- 
lished. Among other difficulties which were 
not cleared up at the time one of the moat 
important was this: If the earth describes 
a great orbit round the sun, its position 
changes very greatly. The question was 
rightly asked : Why do not the nearer stars 
change their positions relatively to the 
more distant ones? There was only one 
answer. Because they are so extremely dis- 
tant. This was a hard saying, and the only 
reply which Kepler, who was a convinced 
believer in the earth’s movement round 
the sun> could make to critics was Bolus 
erat devorandus.” 

Although no differences in the positions 
of the stars were discernible to the naked 
eye, it might be that smaller differences 
existed which could be detected by refined 
astronomical measurements. To the naked 
eye a change in the angle between neigh- 


boring stars not more than the apparent 
diameter of the sun or moon should be 
observable. No such changes are perceived. 
The stars are — it may be concluded — at 
least two hundred times as distant as the 
sun. With the instruments in use in the 
seventeenth century — before the telescope 
was used for the accurate measurement of 
angles — angles one twentieth as largo were 
measurable, and the conclusion was reached 
that the stars were at least four thousand 
times as distant as the sun. But no posi- 
tive results were obtained. Attempts fol- 
lowed with the telescope and were equally 
unsuccessful. Hooke tried to find changes 
in the position of the star y Draconis and 
failed. Flamsteed, Picard and Cassini 
made extensive observations to detect 
changes in the position of the pole star and 
failed. Horrebow thought he had detected 
slight changes in the position of Sirius due 
to its nearness in a series of observations 
made by Romer. He published a pamph- 
let, entitled Copernicus triumphans,” in 
1727, but the changes in the position of 
Sirius were not verified by other observers, 
and were due to slight movements of 
Romer ’s instruments. 

Thus in Halley’s time it was fairly well 
established that the stars were at least 20,- 
000 or 30,000 times as distant as the sun, 
Halley did not succeed in finding their 
range, but he made an important diseoveiy 
which showed that three of the stars were 
at sensible distances. In 1718 he contrib- 
uted to the Royal Society a paper entitled 
“Considerations of the Change of the Lati- 
tude of Some of the Principal Bright 
Stars.” While pursuing researches on an- 
other subject, he found that the three 
bright stars— Aldebaran, Sirius and Aro- 
turus — occupied positions among the other 
stars differing considerably from those as- 
signed to them in the Almagest of Ptolemy, 
He showed that the possibility of an error 
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in the transcription of the manuscript could 
be safely excluded, and that the southward 
movement of these stars to the extent of 
37', 42' and 33' — r. e., angles larger than 
the apparent diameter of the sun in the 
sky — ^were established. He remarks ; 

What shall we say thent It is scarce possible 
that the antients could be deceived in so plain a 
matter, three observers confirming each other. 
Again these stars being the most conspicuous in 
heaven are in all probability nearest to the earth, 
and if they have any particular motion of their 
own, it is most likely to be perceived in them, 
which in so long a time as 1800 years may show 
itself by an alteration of their places, though it be 
utterly imperceptible in n Biiigle century of years. 

This is the first good evidence, i. e., evi- 
dence which we now know to be true, that 
the so-called fixed stars are not fixed rela- 
tively to one another. It is the first posi- 
tive proof that the distances of the stars are 
sensibly less than infinite. This, then, is 
the stage at which astronomers had arrived 
less than two hundred years ago. The 
stars are at least 20,000 or 30,000 times as 
distant as the sun, but three of the brightest 
of them are perceived to be not infinitely 
distant. 

The greatest step in the determination of 
stellar distances was made by another Ox- 
ford astronomer, James Bradley. His un- 
paralleled skill as an astronomer was early 
recognized by Halley, who tells how 

Dr, Pound and his nephew, Mr. Bradley, did, 
myself being present, in the last opposition of the 
sun and Mars this way demonstrate the extreme 
minuteness of the sunV parallax and that it was 
not more than 12 seconds nor less than 9 seconds. 

Translated from astronomical language, 
the distance of the sun is between 95 and 
125 millions of miles. Actually the dis- 
tance is 93 million miles. The astronomer 
who so readily measured the distance of 
the sun entered on the great research 
which had baffled his predecessors— the dis- 
tance of the stars. 


The theory of the determination of stellar 
parallax is very simple : the whole difficulty 
lies in its execution, because the angles are 
so small that the slightest errors vitiate the 
results completely. Even at the present 
time with large telescopes, and mechanism 
which moves the telescope so that the diur- 
nal movement of the stars is followed and 
they appear fixed to the observer in the 
field of the telescope, and with the addi- 
tional help of photography, the determina- 
tion of the parallax of a star requires a 
a good deal of care, and is a matter of great 
delicacy. But in Bradley's time telescopes 
were imperfect, and the mechanism for 
moving them uniformly to follow the diur- 
nal rotation of the stars had not been 
devised. 

This was in some ways very fortunate, as 
the method Bradley was forced to adopt 
led to two most important and unexpected 
discoveries. Every day, owing to the 
earth’s rotation, the stars appear to de- 
scribe circles In the sky. They reach the 
highest point when they cross the meridian 
or vertical plane running north and south. 
If we leave out all disturbing causes and 
suppose the earth's axis is quite fixed in 
direction, a star S, if at a great distance 
from the earth, will always cross the merid- 
ian at the same point S ; but, if it is very 
near, its movement in the small parallactic 
ellipse w'ill at one period of the year bring 
it rather north of its mean position and at 
the opposite period an equal amount south. 

Bradley, therefore, designed an instru- 
ment for measuring the angular distance 
from the zenith, at which a certain star, y 
Draconis, crossed the meridian. This in- 
strument is called a zenith sector, and is 
shown in the slide. The direction of the 
vertical is given by a plumb-line, and he 
measured from day to day the angular dis- 
tance of the star from the direction of the 
vertical. From December, 1725, to March, 
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1726, the star gradually moved further 
south; then it remained stationary for a 
little time; then moved northwards until, 
by the middle of June, it was in the same 
posftion as in December. It continued to 
move northwards until the beginning of 
September, then turned again and reached 
its old position in December. The move- 
ment was very regular and evidently not 
due to any errors in Bradley's observations. 
But it was most unexpected. The effect of 
parallax — which Bradley was looking for 
— would have brought the star furthest 
south in December, not in March. The 
times were all three months wrong. 
Bradley examined other stars, thinking 
first that this might be due to a movement 
of the earth's pole. But this would not ex- 
plain the phenomena. The true explana- 
tion, it is said, although I do not know how 
truly, occurred to Bradley when he was 
sailing on the Thames, and noticed that the 
direction of the wind, as indicated by a 
vane on the mast-head, varied slightly with 
the course on which the boat was sailing. 
An account of the observations in the form 
of a letter from Bradley to Halley is pub- 
lished in the Philosophical Tra/nsaciions 
for December, 1728 : 

When the year was completed, 1 began to ex- 
amine and compare my observations, and having 
pretty well satisfied myself as to the general laws 
of the pheTtomena, I then endeavored to find out 
the cause of them. I was already convinced that 
the apparent motion of the stars was not owing 
to a nutation of the earth's axis. The next thing 
that offered itself, was an alteration in the direc- 
tion of the plumb-line, with which the instrument 
was constantly rectified; but this upon trial proved 
in sufficient. Then I considered what refraction 
might do, but here also nothing satisfactory oc- 
curred. At last I conjectured that all the phe- 
nomena hitherto mentioned, proceeded from the 
progressive motion of light and the earth's annual 
motion in its orbit. For I perceived that, if light 
was propagated in time, the apparent plaee of a 
fixed object would not be the same when the eye is 
at rest, as when it is moving in any other direc- 


tion, than that of the line passing through the 
eye and the object ; and that, when the eye is mov- 
ing in different directions, the apparent place of 
the object would be different. 

This wonderful discovery of the aberra- 
tion of light is usually elucidated by the 
very homely illustration of how an um- 
brella is held in a shower of rain. Suppose 
the rain were falling straight down and a 
man walking round a circular track: he 
always holds the umbrella a little in front 
of him — because when he is walking north- 
ward the rain appears to come a little from 
the north, when he is going eastward it ap- 
pears to come a little from the east, and 
so on. 

Although the phenomena Bradley had 
observed were almost wholly explained in 
this way, there were still some residual 
changes, which took nineteen years to un- 
ravel; and he explained these by a nuta- 
tion or small oscillation of the earth's axis, 
which took nineteen years to complete its 
period. I can not dwell on these two great 
discoveries. For our present purpose, it 
should be said that aberration and nutation 
cause far greater changes in the apparent 
positions of the stars than, we now know, 
are caused by parallax. Until they were 
understood and allowed for or eliminated, 
all search for parallax must have been in 
vain. Further, Bradley *s observations 
showed that in the case of y Draconis, at 
any rate, parallax did not displace the star 
by so much as 1.0" from its mean position, 
or that the star was 200,000 times as dis- 
tant as the sun. We may say that Bradley 
reached to just about the inside limit of the 
distances of the nearer stars. 

Let me now try to give some idea of what 
is meant by a parallax of 1", which corre- 
sponds to a distance 200,000 times that of 
the sun. Probably many of you have looked 
at the second star in the tail of the Great 
Bear, Mizar, it is named, and have seen 
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there ia a fainter star near it, which you 
can see nicely on a fine night Theae stars 
are 600'' apart ; with a big teleecope with a 
magnification of 600 times — and this is 
about as high a magnification as can be 
generally used in England — two stars 1" 
apart are seen double just as clearly as 
Alcor and Misar are seen with the naked 
eye. I think this is the most useful way to 
think of 1" — a very small angle, which one 
needs a magnification of 600 times to see 
easily and clearly, Bradley showed that 
y Draconis did not wander by this amount 
from its mean position among the stars in 
consequence of our changing viewpoint. 

The next attempt to which I wish to 
refer is the one made by Sir William Her- 
schel. In a paper communicated by him to 
the Royal Society in December, 1781, he 
reviews the serious difficulties involved in 
determining the parallax of a star by com- 
paring its zenith distance at different times 
of the year. Especially there is the uncer- 
tainty introduced by the refraction of 
light, and in addition as the angular dis- 
tances of stars from the zenith are changed 
by precession, nutation and aberration, any 
errors in the calculated amount of these 
changes will all affect the results. He pro- 
posed, therefore, to examine with his big 
telescope the bright stars and see which of 
them had faint stars near them. The bright 
stars, he said, are probably much nearer 
than the faint stars; and if the parallax 
does not even amount to 1" the case is by 
no means desperate. With a large telescope 
of very great perfection it should be pos- 
sible to detect changes in the angular dis- 
tance of two neighboring stars. By this 
differential method the difficulties inherent 
in the method of zenith distances will be 
eliminated. Herschel made a great survey 
to find suitable stars, and in this way was 
led to the discovery of double stars— 4. a., of 
pairs of stars which are physically con- 


nected and revolve around one another, just 
like sun and earth. This was a most im- 
portant discovery, but as the two compo- 
nents of a double star are practically aS 
the same distance from us they do not serve 
to determine parallax, for which we ^eed 
one star to serve as a distant mark. 

For another forty years persistent ef- 
forts were made without success. Piazzi, 
in Italy, thought he had detected parallax 
in Sirius and a number of other bright 
stars, but the changes he detected in the 
zenith distances were unquestionably due 
to errors introduced by uncertainty in re- 
fraction, or slight changes in the iX)sition 
of his instruments in the course of the 
year. Dr. Brinkley, in Dublin, made a 
gallant effort and took the greatest pains, 
lie thought he had succeeded, and for 
many years there was a controversy be- 
tween him and Pond as to whether his re- 
sults were trustworthy. The state of 
knowledge of the distances of the fixed 
stars in 1823 is summed up accurately by 
Pond in the Philosophical Transactions : 

The history of annual parallax appears to me to 
be this: in proportion ns instruments have been 
imperfect in their construction, they have misled 
observers into the belief of the existence of sen- 
Bible parallax. This has happened in Italy to as- 
tronomors of the very drst reputation. The Dub- 
lin instrument is superior to any of a similar con- 
struction on the continent; and accordingly it 
shows a much less parallax than the Italian as- 
tronomers imagined they had detected. Conceiving 
that I have established, beyond a doubt, that the 
Greenwich instrument approaches still nearer to 
perfection, I can come to no other conclusion than 
that this is the reason why it diaeovers no parallax 
at all. 

Besides these and other efforts to find 
parallax in the zenith distances of stars, 
attempts were also made to detect changes 
in the time at which the stars cross the 
meridian, to see if they are slightly before 
their time at one period of the year and 
slightly after it at another. But these, too, 
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were unsuccessful, even in the hands of 
astronomers like Bessel and Struve. The 
best were some observations of circumpolar 
|gtars made by Struve in Dorpat between 
1814 and 1821. The following table shows 

some of the results at which he arrived: 

• 

PolariR and e Urs. Maj 

e Urs. Maj, and a Cass 

f Urs. Maj. and 8 CasB 

|3 Urs. Min. and o PerBoi 

CapeDa and Prac 

P Aurig, and y Prac 

This table has the merit of not looking 
wildly impossible in the present state of 
our knowledge. It has the disadvantage 
of not giving a definite parallax to each 
star. For example, it is impossible to say 
bow much of the 0.1^" is to be given to 
Capella and how much to /5 Draconis. 
F’urther, the probable errors, though really 
ismall, are nearly as large as the quantities 
determined. 

Struve and Bessel therefore attempted 
the problem by the differential method 
recommended by Herschel. By this time 
it had become easier to carry out. The 
method of niounting telescopes equator- 
ially had been devised, so that the telescope 
was always kept pointing to the same part 
of the sky by clockwork-driven mechanism. 
Struve chose the bright star a Lyr©, and 
measured its distance from a faint star 
about 40'" away on ninety-six nights be- 
tween November, 1835, and August, 1838. 
In the focal plane of his telescope he had 
what is called a position micrometer. The 
micrometer contains two parallel spider- 
threads stretched on frames, and the 
frames are movable by screws until the 
position shown in the diagram is reached: 
the distance apart of the threads is known 
by the readings of the screw-heads. He 
found that a Lyrie had a parallax 0.262" 
with a probable error ± 0.025". 

Bessel chose the star 61 Cygni as a likely 


star to be near the sun, and therefore to 
have appreciable parallax. 61 Cygni is 
not nearly so bright as a Lyras, but has 
a very great angular movement or proper- 
motion among the stars. Bessel used an 
instniment called a heliometer. Like 

IT + O.OSSt' = 4- oTo75 ± 0T034 

ir + 0.962^'=: — 0.J36±0,n0 

Tr + 1.09911^=: + 0.175 ±0.327 

r + 0.402ir" = + 0.305 ± 0.071 

jr + 1.147*/= + 0.134 ± 0.339 

7r + 1,1381/ = + 0.020 ±0.117 

Struve’s telescope, it was mounted so that 
it could be driven by clockwork to point 
always at the same star. The object-glass 
of Bessel’s telescope was made by the great 
optician Fraunhofer, with the intention of 
cutting it in halves. Fraunhofer died be- 
fore the time came to carry out this deli- 
cate operation, but it was successfully ac- 
complished after his death. 

Delicate mechanism was provided for 
turning the glass, and also for moving the 
two halves, the amount of movement being 
very accurately measured by screws. Each 
half gives a perfect image of any object 
which is examined, but the two images are 
shifted by an amount equal to the distance 
one-half of the lens is moved along the 
other. Thus when a bright star and faint 
star are looked at, one half of the object- 
glass can be made to give images S and s, 
and the other half and s\ By moving 
the screw exactly the right amount s' can 
be made to coincide with S, and the read- 
ing of the screw gives a measure of the 
angular distance between the two stars. 
Bessel made observations on ninety-eight 
nights extending from August, 1837, to 
September, 1838. The table, taken from 
a report by Main,* shows how closely the 
mean of the observations for each month 
accords with the supposition that the star 
has the parallax 0.369": 

» Mefn, S. A, 6., Vol. XII., p. 29. 
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1837 


Xff«et of 
OteerTCd PftrsUft^ 

Mwn Date DUappointnent 

August 23 + o!m + o'!212 

Septomber 14 +0.100 +0.100 

October 12 +0.040 —0.057 

November 22 — 0.214 — 0.258 

December 21 — 0.322 — 0.317 

1838 

January 14 — o',S76 — O^'siS 

February 6 —0.223 —0.266 

May U + 0.245 + 0.238 

June 19 + 0.360 + 0.832 

July 13 +0,216 +0.338 

August 19 + 0.151 + 0.287 

September 19 + 0.040 + 0.073 


Simultaneously with these determina- 
tions of the distance of a Lynn and 61 
Cygni, the distance of a Centauri, one of 
the brightest of the southern stars, was 
found by Henderson from observations of 
zenith distance made by him at the Cape 
between April, 1832, and May, 1833. He 
learned just before the termination of his 
residenee at the Cape that this star had a 
very large proper-motion. Suspecting a 
possible parallax, he examined the observa- 
tions when he had taken up his new office 
of Astronomer Royal for Scotland, and 
found a parallax amounting to 0.92". He 
did not, however, publish his results until 
he found that they were confirmed by the 
right ascensions. In a communication to 
the Royal Astronomical Society in Decem- 
ber, 1838, he states that it is probable that 
the star has a parallax of 1.0". 

The great and difficult problem which 
had occupied astronomers for many gen- 
erations was thus solved for three separate 
stars in 1838 (see table). 

Henderson’s observation is interesting 
because a Centauri is, as far as we yet 
know, the nearest of all the stars to us. 
But by far the most valuable of these ob- 
servations is Bessel's. The heliometer, 
which he devised, proved itself to be by far 


the most serviceable instrument for deter- 
mining stellar parallax until the applica- 
tion of photography for this purpose. 


! 

Dill- 

Modem Obnerro- 
tion« 


lax t|iio« 


« Centauri (Hen- 

derton) 

61 Cygni (Boisel),.. 
a Lyne (Struve) 

1.0 200,000 
0.314 640,000 
0.2C2 760,000 

0.760 270,000 

0.285 700,000 

0.10 2,000,000 


(Tbo unit of distance is that from the earth to 
the sun.) 


The somewhat dramatic manner in which 
the distances of three stars were determined 
in the same year, after several centuries of 
failures, may have led to the hope that the 
range of many more stars would soon be 
found. This was not the case, however. 
Each star had to be measured separately, 
and involved many nights of observations. 
The quantities to be measured were so 
small that they taxed the resources of the 
best instruments and best observers. In 
1843 Peters published the parallaxes of 
half a dozen stars determined with the ver- 
tical circle at Pulkova, but the parallax of 
only one of these, Polaris, is obtained with 
much accuracy. With Bessel's heliometer, 
Schliiter and Wichmann measured the dis- 
tance of Gr. 1830, the star which had the 
largest known proper-motion. In the 'six- 
ties, Auwers with the same instrument de- 
termined the parallax of several quick-mov- 
ing stars, and also of the bright star Pro- 
cyon. With the Bonn heliometer, Krueger 
in the 'sixties measured the distance of 
three stars, and Winnecke two more. Other 
observations were made, amongst others, by 
Maclear, Otto Struve, Briinnow and Ball; 
but as these observers had not such suitable 
instruments, their results were not of the 
same high standard of value. A generous 
estimate would place the number of stars 
the distance of which had been satisfactor- 
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ily determined before 1880 at not more than 
twenty. 

In the 'eighties, progress became more 
‘^epid. Gill, the Astronomer Royal for the 
Cape, in conjunction with a young Ameri- 
can astronomer, Elkin, determined with 
great accuracy, though with only a small 
4-inch heliometer, the distance of nine stars 
of the southern hemisphere. These stars in- 
cluded a Centauri, and the bright stars 
Sirius and Canopus. These results were 
communicated to the Royal Astronomical 
Society in 1884. The work of Gill and 
EUrin did not stop there. After some years, 
a very fine 7-inch heliometer was obtained 
at the Cape, and with it, between 1888 and 
1898, the parallaxes of seventeen stars were 
determined by Gill and his assistants with 
Very great accuracy. The stars observed at 
the Cape consisted of the brightest stars of 
the southern hemisphere, and of the stars 
with the greatest proper-motions. The re- 
sults were remarkable. The stars with 
large proper-motions were nearly always 
comparatively near — say within one million 
times the sun’s distance. On the other 
hand, some of the very brightest stars, par- 
ticularly Canopus, the brightest star in the 
sky after Sirius, were at vastly greater dis- 
tances. 

Meanwhile Elkin, who had been appointed 
director of the Yale Observatory in 1884, 
carried out with a 6-inoh heliometer, between 
the years 1885 and 1892, a determination of 
the distances of the ten brightest stars of 
the northern hemisphere. After these were 
finished the Yale observers, Elkin, Chase 
and Smith, embarked on the ambitious 
program of the determination of the dis- 
tances of 163 stars of the northern hemis- 
phere which show large proper-motion. 
They have added forty-one southern stars 
to these, and thirty-five stars of special in- 
terest. The results of all these observa- 
tions were published in 1912. They have 


not, in most cases, the high accuracy of the 
Cape observations, but, nevertheless, are of 
great accuracy, and appear to be free from 
any considerable systematic error. A third 
important series of observations was made 
by Peter with a 6-inch heliometer at Leip- 
zig. These were commenced about 1890, 
and continued until the death of Professor 
Peter in 1911. The parallaxes of twenty 
stars were determined with the same high 
accuracy as the Cape observations. 

Observations with the heliometer require 
both skill and industry. To secure the 
needful accuracy measures must be made 
in four different positions of the instru- 
ment, so that possible small systematic 
errors may be eliminated by reversal. 
Great care is required in the adjustments 
of the instrument, particularly in the accu- 
rate determination of the scale-value at dif- 
ferent temperatures. The possibility of ob- 
taining satisfactory results with less labor 
was considered by Kapteyn, in view of the 
successful determination of the parallax of 
Qr. 34 by Auwers. From 1885 to 1887 he 
made observations with the transit-circle 
at Leyden of fifteen stars for the purposes 
of determining parallax. The observation 
consisted in observing the time when the 
star the parallax of which was sought and 
two or three neighboring stars crossed the 
meridian. Observations are made at the 
two most favorable epochs — say every night 
in March, and every night in September — 
to determine whether the star has changed 
its position relatively to its neighbors in the 
interval. The difficulties are twofold. The 
purely accidental error of observations of 
transits is considerable as compared with 
the small quantity which is sought. Be- 
sides this, the star of which the parallax is 
required is probably brighter than the com- 
parison stars, and special precautions are 
required to guard against personal errors 
of the observer. 



J^y 2, 1915] 


SCIENCE 


21 


In questions of this kind the only satis- 
factory way is to judge by the results. 
From observations made on fifty nights, 
values of the parallax are obtained not 
nearly so accurate as the best heliometer 
observations, but still of considerable ac- 
curacy. Finally, the parallaxes of four of 
the stars which had been previously deter- 
mined by measures with a heliometer 
showed satisfactory agreement. 

This method has been employed by Jost 
at Heidelberg, very extensively by Flint at 
the Washburn Observatory of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, and is now being tried 
at the Cape by Vout6, a pupil of Kapteyn’s. 
It appears to me that this method can never 
give results of the highest accuracy, but 
that it may be of use in a preliminaiy 
search for stars of large parallax. The 
argument of the facility of the method 
compared with the heliometer has, how- 
ever, lost much of its force ; for, as I hope 
to show next, the highest accuracy attain- 
able with the heliometer can be secured 
much more easily with a photographic 
telescope. 

The application of photography to the 
determination of stellar parallax was first 
made by Pritchard in Oxford between 1887 
and 1889, He took a large number of 
photographs and measured on them the 
angular distance of the star which he was 
considering from four of its neighbors. In 
this way he determined the parallax of five 
stars. He began this work late in life, and 
it was left for others to develop the photo- 
graphic method and find what accuracy 
could be attained with it. At first sight 
it seems very easy, but experience shows 
that there are a number of small errors 
which can creep in and. vitiate the results, 
unless care is taken to avoid them. 

It has gradually become clear that with 
a few simple precautions and contrivances, 
a greater accuracy con be reached in the 


determination of parallax by photography 
and with much less trouble than by any 
other method. Between 1896 and 1905, 
several astronomers succeeded in obtaining 
from a few plates results as accurate as 
could be obtained from many nights’ ob- 
servations with the heliometer by the most 
skilled observers. In the last five years a 
large number of determinations have been 
made. In 1910 Schlesinger published the 
parallaxes of twenty-five stars from photo- 
graphs taken with the 40-inch refractor of 
the Yerkes Observatory, and in 1911 Rus- 
sell published the parallaxes of forty stars 
from photographs token by Hinks and 
himself at Cambridge. The opinion ex- 
pressed by Gill on these observations® was 
that but for the wonderful precision of the 
Yerkes observations, the Cambridge results 
would have been regarded as of the high- 
est class. The facility with which the 
Yerkes results are obtainable is expressed 
very tersely by Schlesinger: 

The number of stellar parallaxes that can be de- 
termined per annum will in the long run be about 
equal to the number of clear nights available for 
the work. 

With the heliometer at least ten times as 
much time would have been required. Dur- 
ing the last year two further installments 
of the results of the Yerkes Observatory 
have been published by Slocum and 
Mitchell, giving the parallaxes of more than 
fifty stars. It might be thought that the 
high accuracy attained by them is largely 
attributable to the great length of the tele- 
scope. From experience at Greenwich, I 
do not think this is the case, and believe 
that similar results are obtainable with tele- 
scopes of shorter focal length. As several 
observatories are now occupied with this 
woik, wo may expect that the number of 
stars the distances of which are fairly well 
known will soon amount to thousands, as 

*M. N., Vol. LXIL, p. 325. 
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compared with three in 1838, about twenty 
in 1880, about sixty in 1900, and now per- 
haps two hundred. 

The stars the distances of which have 
been measured have generally been specially 
selected on account of their brightness or 
large proper-motion. Each star has been 
examined individually. Kapteyn has sug- 
gested that instead of examining stars 
singly in this way, photography gives an 
opportunity of examining all the stars in 
a small area of the sky simultaneously, and 
picking out the near ones. The method has 
been tried by Kapteyn and others — among 
them Dr. Rambaut. The idea is very at- 
tractive, because it examines the average 
star and not the bright star or star of larger 
proper-motion. It is liable, however, to 
some errors of systematic character, espe- 
cially as regards stars of different magni- 
tudes. Comparison of the results so ob- 
tained with those found otherwise will 
demonstrate whether these errors can be 
kept sufficiently small by great care in 
taking the photographs. Until this is done 
no opinion can be expressed on the success 
of this experiment, which is worth careful 
trial. 

The question may be asked, How near 
must a star be to us for its distance to be 
measurable? I think we may say ten mil- 
ion times the sun's distance. This corre- 
sponds to the small angle 0.02'' for the 
parallax. If a star's parallax amounts to 
this, there are, I believe, several observa- 
tories where it could be detected with rea- 
sonable security, though we shall know 
more certainly by the comparison of the re- 
sults of different observations when they 
accumulate. 

You will readily imagine that an accu- 
rate knowledge of the distances of many 
stars will be of great service to astronomy. 
There are ample data to determine the posi- 
tions, velocities, luminosities and masses of 


many stars if only the distances can be 
found. Thus we know the distance of 
Sirius, and we are able to say that it is 
travelling in a certain direction with a 
velocity of so many miles per second; that 
it gives out forty-eight times as much light 
as the sun, but is only two and a half times 
as massive. The collection and classifica- 
tion of particulars of this kind is certain to 
give many interesting and perhaps surpris- 
ing results. But it is not my purpose to 
deal with this to-night. The task I set be- 
fore myself in this lecture was to give an 
idea of the difficulties which astronomers 
have gradually suimounted, and the extent 
to which they have succeeded in measuring 
the distances of the stars. 

F. W. Dyson 


SCimriFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

Fifty years ago William North Rice was 
graduated from Wesleyan University, and two 
years later was elected professor of geology and 
natural history, a title which was changed to 
professor of geology in 1884, when the depart- 
ment of biology was established. Professor 
Rice's services as teacher, administrator and 
investigator were acknowledged by the confer- 
ring on him of the degree of doctor of laws by 
Wesleyan University at its recent commence- 
ment. 

Dr. Victor C. Vaughan, professor of hy- 
giene at the University of Michigan and presi- 
dent of the American Medical Association, re- 
ceived the honorary degree of LL.D, at the 
annual commencement of Jefferson Medical 
College, Philadelphia, on June 6, 

There doctorates of science were conferred 
by the University of Pennsylvania at its com- 
mencement exercises on June 16, The recip- 
ients and Provost Smith's remarks were as 
follows: Robert Andrews Mt7h‘fcan— Physicist 
of eminence, editor, whose investigatione in 
electricity, in molecular physios and heat have 
won for you deserved and well-merited recog- 
nition. Harry Fredericlc Keller — Because of 
your profound knowledge of chemical science, 
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because of your acknowledged thoroughness in 
the teaching of the same, because of your 
happy solution of perplexing and important 
problems in inorganic and synthetic organic 
chemistry. Arthur Nev^ell Talhot — ^Master of 
engineering in its relations to railway, hy- 
draulic and sanitary construction, eminent as 
a teacher of theoretical and applied mechanics, 
prolific and respected writer on these subjects. 

Ya.le UunvERSiTy has conferred its doctorate 
of science on Dr. Ch. Wardell Stiles. In pre- 
senting the degree Professor Woolsey said: 

Charles Wardell Stiles, zoologist — ^Five years 
of foreign study, arduous research and the 
spur of visible suffering have fitted and im- 
pelled Dr. Stiles to attack the obscuritieB of 
parasitic disease. Both brutes and men owe 
him gratitude. He is the discoverer of the 
American hookworm, that widespread and 
dreadful scourge of the south. By his investi- 
gation and through his propaganda an entire 
people is being lifted to a higher plane of 
physical and economic being.” 

Dr. David White, of the U. S. Geological 
Survey, has been elected a corresponding fellow 
of the Royal Society of Canada. 

The Osiris prize of $20,000, which the Insti- 
tute of France gives every three years for the 
most remarkable work in science, art, letters 
or industry, was awarded on June 2 jointly to 
Professors Widal and Chantemesae and Dr. 
Vincent, of the University of Paris, for their 
work in the development of anti-typhoid vac- 
cination. As this prize can only be given to 
Frenchmen, the institute has awarded a special 
prize to Sir Almroth Wright, for his discovery 
of this means of protection from typhoid. 

Ten Philadelphia surgeons and four nurses 
sailed from New York on the steamship St 
Louis, on June 12, for the war zone in France. 
They will have charge of a floor in the Ameri- 
can Ambulance Hospital, and will make an 
exhaustive study of the treatment of wounded 
soldiers. The Philadelphia doctors, most of 
whom are making the trip at their own ex- 
pense, will have charge of about 200 wounded 
men. Of the general expenses about $7,000 of 
the $10,000 needed has been subscribed. The 
unit will be abroad three months. Dr. J. Wil- 


liam White, emeritus professor of surgery at 
the University of Pennsylvania, is in charge 
of the party. Besides Dr. White, the mem- 
bers of the party on the SL Louis are Dr. 
James P. Hutchinson, who will be the man- 
aging head of the unit; Dr, Daniel J. Mc- 
Carthy, neurologist; Dr. Edmund B. Piper; 
Dr. Walter Estell Lee; Dr. Arthur E. BUl- 
ings; Dr, Peter M, Keating; Dr, Samuel Gold- 
schmidt, bacteriologist; Dr, Thomas C. Aller 
and Dr. David M. Davis, of Johns Hopkins 
University. 

Dr. Cufford Riohardson, of New York, 
was elected president of the Association of 
Harvard Chemists at the fourth annual din- 
ner, held recently, at Young's Hotel, Boston. 
Other officers are: Vice-presidents, Professor 
W. D. Bancroft, of Cornell University, and 
Dr. F. W. Clark, of Washington; Secretary 
and Treasurer, Professor S. B. Forbes. About 
thirty-five members were present with these 
speakers: Professors T. W. Richards and G. 
P. Baxter, of Harvard University, and George 
B. Leighton, of Boston. 

Mr. N. O. Nelson, of the department of 
anthropology of the American Museum of 
Natural History, is engaged in excavating 
the prehistoric and early historic ruined vil- 
lages in the neighborhood of Santa FA Dr. 
Robert H. Lowie has left for field work among 
the Kiowa Indians of Oklahoma, the Hopi of 
Arizona and the Painte of Nevada. 

Georoe B. Roorbach, instructor of geog- 
raphy in the Wharton School, University of 
Pennsylvania, has received an appointment 
from the Carnegie Endowment for the Ad- 
vancement of International Peace to carry 
on investigations this summer in Venezuela 
on the effect of the war on industrial, com- 
mercial and financial conditions in that 
country. Mr, Roorbach sailed for Venezuela 
June 16, to be gone during the vacation. 

Mr. Frank Coluns Baker has resigned his 
position as acting director and curator of the 
Chicago Academy of Sciences. Mr. Baker 
has held the office of curator for twenty-one 
years, during which time he has built up large 
study collections, many of which have formed 
the basis for extensive monographs. The 
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unique natural history survey of the Ohicago 
area, first orgraniaed by Dr. W. K. Higby (now 
deceased), who for many years was secretary 
of the academy, was largely carried on by Mr. 
Baker; the educational installations in the 
museum of the academy were also prepared 
under his direction. His address for the sum- 
mer will be 1566 Highland Avenue, Rochester, 
N. Y. 

The Croonian lectures before the Royal 
College of Physicians of London were an- 
nounced to be delivered on Juno 17, 22, 24 
and 29, by Surgeon General Sir David Bruce, 
C.B., F.R.S, The subject of the lectures was 
“ Trypanosomea Causing Disease in Man and 
Domestic Animals in Central Africa.” 

Dr. Shipley, master of Christas College, 
Cambridge, gave a lecture for the National 
Health Society, on flies, lice and minor hor- 
rors of war, at the house of tho Royal Society 
of Medicine, on June 16. 


VNIVBS8JTT AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS 

Mr, Barton A, Hepburn, of New York, is 
to present to Middlebury College a men’s 
dormitory costing nearly $200,000. Mr, Hep* 
bum received his degree of A.B. at Middle- 
bury. The building, on which work is to be 
started at once, will be five stories of marble 
or granite, in keeping with the other college 
buildings. 

The Massachusetts Agricultural College has 
recently received $4,000 by the will of Major 
Henry E. AJvord, formerly chief of the dairy 
division of the Department of Agriculture. 

The late Dr, W, Aldis Wright, vice-master 
of Trinity College, has bequeathed the sum of 
£6,000 for the use of the library of the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge. 

Dr, Ruby CuNNiKaHAM has been appointed 
instructor in hygiene and an infirmary physi- 
cian in the infinnary of the University of 
California. 

Rathond B. Bobbins, Ph.D., has been ap- 
pointed instructor in mathematics in the Shef. 
field Scientific School, Yale University. 


At Western Reserve University new ap- 
pointments have been made as follows: Arthur 
Dunn Pitcher, Ph.D., professor of mathe- 
matics; Jesse E. B(yde, A.M,, associate pro- 
fessor of geology; John M. Stetson, PhuD., 
instructor in mathematics; William Henry 
Weston, Jr., A.M,, instructor in biology. 


DISCUSSION AND COBEESEONDENCE 

EDITORIAL SUPERVISION FOR EXPERIMENT STATION 
PUBLICATIONS 

The Experiment Station Record for April, 
1914, contains a pertinent plea for the need of 
judicious criticism of agricultural experimen- 
tation. The following is written in order to 
direct special attention to this need in experi- 
ment-station publications. It is furthermore 
desired to suggest that the general adoption of 
certain policies now employed in many of the 
experiment stations would eliminate from 
publications such glaring features as poor 
English and poor literary style, loose and 
inexact statements, improper use of technical 
terms, failure to recognize the existence of 
published works of a similar nature or the 
bearing of the results secured upon related 
fields of science, drawing conclusions not war- 
ranted by the data in hand, and the publica- 
tion of superficial or inconclusive work. One 
needs only to consult the recent publications 
in order to convince himself that all of these 
offences have been committed and it is logical 
to suppose that they will continue to be com- 
mitted unless measures for their prevention 
are put into operation. 

The following quotations, taken at random 
from ecoree of their kind, will suffice to illus- 
trate the need of criticism. The fungus was 
run on artificial media,” “ The appressoria 
were round, black bodies, from an eighth to a 
quarter inch in diameter,” Infection experi- 
ments were tried with cultures in the open and 
in the greenhouse,” "Infected plants can he 
distinguished by a thin growth,” *‘They 
(pycnidia) are hollow within,” " No peas have 
been reported to be attacked by the eel worm 
out of doors.” These statements have been 
chosen only because of xny better famil- 
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iaiity with botanical literature than with other 
fields of work, and it is not to be presumed 
that botanists alone among the stafis of experi-* 
meut stations have ofiended science and the 
Queen^s English. It is felt that the inclu- 
sion, in circulars and bulletins, of statements 
of this sort is due entirely to a lack of criticism 
in the preparation of manuscripts. It is per- 
haps not fully realized that publications are 
permanent records which are to be regarded 
as the product of the institution as well as of 
the author, and that the character of the pub- 
lication, for which the several officers of the 
station are jointly responsible, therefore re- 
flects their joint ability. 

In order to learn how much editorial and 
censorial supervision manuscripts receive and 
to what extent the individual members of the 
station stafis are actually responsible for the 
character of the publications, a questionnaire 
was sent to the director of each of the agri- 
cultural experiment stations. Eorty-six replies 
were received. Five of those report that a 
special officer, known as publicist or editor, 
censors all manuscripts submitted for publica- 
tion with respect both to form and to content, 
and that he, together with the directors, has 
the power to withhold or to reject any manu- 
scripts submitted. In eighteen of the stations 
the director alone exercises this censorship. 
In twenty-three the manuscripts for all bul- 
letins and circulars are submitted to an edi- 
torial committee. This committee is variously 
constituted but in conjunction with the di- 
rector it exercises all the powers and preroga- 
tives of a board df editors. Certain stations 
have a standing committee who edit all manu* 
scripts, and others a special committee whose 
personnel oousists of those officers most inter- 
ested in the particular subject concerning 
which a publication is desired. 

It is realized^ of course, that there is a 
greater complexity of organization in the 
larger experiment stations than in the smaller. 
It might be granted too that there is a greater 
need for the organization of editorial com- 
mittees in the larger institutions with their 
greater number of projects for investigation 
and consequently their greater number of pub- 


lications. Naturally the officers in the several 
different departments will be leas closely asso- 
ciated with each other and consequently less 
familiar with the nature of the various prob- 
lems under investigation in the larger stations. 

There are those, not in every station per- 
haps, who, through lack of ability to express 
themselves or through lack of training and ex- 
perience in their own or related fields, would 
be spared the caustic criticism of their col- 
leagues and of the reading public if their 
manuscripts had been subjected both to a con- 
structive and to a destructive criticism prior 
to publication. Too much emphasis can not be 
placed on the fact that much of the value of 
a piece of work is lost if it is not carefully 
written both with respect to syntax and to the 
employment of such words as convey the 
author^s intended shades and tints of meaning. 
One does not credit eximrimentation which is 
inaccurately reported. It only reflects dis- 
credit on the institution, on the author, and 
on the other members of the station staff. 
Experiment station publications can not attain 
the high standard of merit maintained by the 
scientific journals until a means is provided to 
secure adequate, critical, editorial supervision 
of all manuBoriptfl. Fredebick A. Wolf 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute, 

Auburn, Ala. 

A SIMPLE TECHNIQUE FOB TttB BAOTEBIOLOGIOAL 
EXAMINATION OF SHELL EGOS 
The eggs are first immersed in a strong 
soap solution (the standard soap solution used 
in water analysis has been found to be very 
satisfactory) and scrubbed with a small brush 
to remove any adherent dirt and hen feces; 
then they arc thoroughly dried in a clean towel 
and immersed in a mercuric chloride solution 
(1:1,000) and allowed to remain about five 
minutes. 

The egg is now removed from the mercuric 
chloride solution, care being taken to handle 
it by the small end, and without drying it is 
put into 60-70 per oent. alcohol, where it is 
allowed to remain a few minutes. 

Again handling the egg by the small end it 
is placed upon a three-inch clay triangle (which 
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has been previouely flamed to insure sterility) 
large end down and the alcohol ignited by 
quickly passing a flame under the egg. The 
success of the method from this point on de- 
pends upon the formation of a drop of water 
from the alcohol (00-70 per cent, alcohol has 
been found moat satisfactory) on the bottom 
(large end) of the egg. 

When the alcohol has burned off, a very hot 
flame (Tirrell burner) is directed at the drop 
of water on the under side of the egg and 
after sufficient heating a piece of the egg shell 
from 1 to 2 cm. in diameter snaps off. In some 
cases the vitelline membrane is broken at this 
point and the contents of the egg run out, so 
it is necessary to have a container ready for 
use. 

If the vitelline membrane does not break at 
this point or all the contents do not run out, 
it is only necessary to apply the flame gently 
to the top (small) end of the egg when the 
expansion of the air will totally empty the 
shell. Care must be taken at this point not 
to bum the egg shell or coagulate the contents. 
This heating should be done with a nearly 
luminous flame. 

The most satisfactory type of receiver is a 
large Phillips beaker which has been previously 
Bterili:^ with a sufficient quantity of broken 
glass in it to cover the bottom of the flask. 
This broken glass serves to cut up both the yolk 
and white and make a homogeneous mixture 
from which an average sample can be with- 
drawn and plated, using the usual precautions. 

This method has the following advantages; 

1. Simplicity. It eliminates the sterilization 
of instruments in opening the egg and simpli- 
fies the operation of breaking the shell. 

2. It eliminates the chances of introducing 
foreign chemicals, which have been used for 
sterilizing the instruments for breaking the 
shelh into the egg. 

3. It minimizes the chances of infecting the 
egg during opening and consequently allows 
of a more accurate determination of the bac- 
terial count of the content. 

J . E. Bush 

Dxfabthukt or BxolooTi 
OAENBOni IK8TZ7U3S Of TSOBNOLOOT 


gUOTATIOJ^S 

THJG DISUtSSAL OF PBOFnsSOR NEAEINa 

The issue which the trustees of the uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania have raised by their 
summary action in dispensing with the serv- 
ices of one of the most able and efficient pro- 
fessors of the Wharton School faculty is 
vastly more important than any considera- 
tions whatever affecting the personality or 
opinions of the teacher in question or of the 
members of the board itself. It is because the 
incident reveals the existence of an irrepres- 
sible conflict between two widely differing 
ideals of university responsibility and duties 
that it has called forth an instant and wide- 
spread protest. The New liepuhlic recently 
defined this conflict as one ** between political 
reaction and political progress, between intel- 
lectual repression and freedom of speech, be- 
tween a plutocracy strongly intrenched and a 
democracy not yet fully conscious of itself 
And the arguments that have been already 
volunteered in defense of the trustees, albeit 
they are themselves silent as to the reasons 
for their unusual action, fully justify the as- 
sumption expressed in every protest that the 
trustees (“ the people who raise the money ”) 
regard ^'the expression of economic discon- 
tent as immoral,” and are determined to pen- 
alize instead of encourage, on the part of the 
teaching staff, that ** continual and fearless 
sifting and winnowing by which alone the 
truth can be found. 

One of the trustees, however, has modified 
the issue, if he has not raised an entirely new 
one, when he denied the right of the public or 
the alumni to demand any explanation of the 
governing body of the university. “ No one 
has the right to question us ” he is reported 
to have said, “ The University of Pennsyl- 
vania is not a public institution. It is only 
qiuisi-puWio. We are answerable only to our 
own sense of duty and responsibility.'^ This 
is true only in the most narrow and technical 
sense, and it is certainly not the position taken 
by the trustees when they approach the city 
and state for legislative favors and for grants 
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in aid from the public treasury. But eTen 
were it literally true, the public would still 
have a right to know something about the pol- 
icy of a great institution, chartered by the 
atate, which performs so vitally important a 
function in the formation of public opinion 
and in the creation of an intelligent under- 
standing among the people of the problems of 
science and government. They have the right 
to inquire as to motives and actions of those 
who presume to limit the boundaries of re- 
search, to define what is and what is not truth, 
and to put the brand of uniformity upon the 
teaching body. 

There is something peculiarly Prussian in 
the assumption that because Mr. A., repre- 
senting great corporation interests, and Mr. 
B., appointed to the board by reason of bis 
wealth and his willingness to invest it in uni- 
versity buildings and endowments, have 
thereby acquired a vested right to design and 
apply their own peculiar brand of orthodoxy 
to the teaching of an institution which pro- 
claims in its motto that culture without 
character is vain.’’ What sort of “ character ’’ 
will be imposed upon the student body by 
teachers compelled under threat of summary 
dismissal to take an oath of conformity to the 
views of men who can not bear to hear a frank 
discussion of political, social ot economic re- 
form? The public has every right to know 
whether its greatest teaching institution is 
free to seek the truth and to proclaim it with- 
out fear, or whether it is compelled to sup- 
press ©very opinion on economics or politics 
that is for the moment distasteful to trustees 
whose sole responsibility is discharged when 
they appoint able and fearless men to its fac- 
ulties and attend to the business details of imi- 
versity management. — The Philadelphia Pub- 
lic Ledi^er, 

scimnFic BOOKS 

Nature and Bcience on the Pacific Coast A 
Guidebook for Scientific Travelers in the 
West. Edited under the auspices of the 
Pacific Ooaat Oommlttee of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence. Paul Elder & Oo., San Prancisco. 

im. 


This is a happily conceived and creditably 
executed enterprise by the Pacific Coast Com- 
mittee of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. Its many chapters, 
individually and severally, arc chart and 
compass to the natural attractions and scien- 
tific wealth of the west coast and will make 
an effective guide to the traveler of this and 
future years. All the world ia on the way to 
the Fair, and it is certainly appropriate that 
the organized body of scientific men of the 
west have joined hands in preparing this use- 
ful and attractive exposition of what that part 
of the country is prepared to and does con- 
tribute to the scientific treasury of the world. 

Probably the old-time breed of eastern folk 
who entertained the notion that the Pacific 
ocean washes the western foot of the Alle- 
ghany Mountains is now pretty nearly extinct, 
but there is still something of this psycholog- 
ical attitude in the east toward the west which 
needs the infusion of just such a serum as a 
book of this kind, presented in inviting form 
and popular dress, may produce. Dwellers in 
Manhattan say they can identify a Brook- 
lynite by his psychology; likewise the dwell- 
ers in the east have been wont to look upon 
the great propositions of the west as not seri- 
ously entering into their lives. This ia 
merely by way of expressing an inherited 
mental attitude. Tides and winds, ocean cur- 
rents and climate zones, different fauna and 
other flora, newer mountains, younger rocks, 
unlike opportunities for eoouoinic develop- 
ment, and dissimilar production, all certainly 
do tend to make the Pacific states unlike, in 
natural factors and product, to those of the 
east. As woman can not bo expressed in terms 
of man, so the west can never become fully 
comprehensible in terms of the east; but the 
readjustments in ideals and idolatry which 
invasion of the west by the east requires, are 
essential to the making of the full-fledged 
American. 

So the present occasion affords every ex- 
cuse for such an authorized production of 
these chapters on the natural aspect of the 
Pacific coasts all of them prepared by men 
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whose names and activities are familiar and 
impressive. The worth of the chapters can in 
no wise be measured by the fugitive charac- 
ter of the occasion that has brought them into 
existence. The fairs will soon be over and 
we may hope that before long the great world 
will again be opened to the traveler, but the 
scientific men of the west have erected a mon- 
ument here which will serve not alone as a 
present guide to the coast but will retain its 
worth even while its own trees of knowledge 
continue to bear more fruit. 

The scope of the book is rather extraordi- 
nary. Dedicated to the late John Muir, it 
seems, as one might say, to cover every theme 
into which that genius of the west came into 
active contact. The chapters begin with a 
historical approach to the country, touching 
upon the Spanish occui)atioa; then passing 
through the meteorology and physiograpliy, 
reach the solid foundations in a series of im- 
portant essays on the geological features. 
The foundations being thus laid, biological 
chapters follow, the flora and fauna of land 
and sea being taken up, each after its kind; 
then ethnology and the skies which bend 
themselves about the Pacific coast to give it 
its cosmic individuality. In the sequence 
come the practical applications of these scien- 
tific factors, in agriculture, in irrigation, in 
chemistry; much on the out-of-doors, some- 
thing on the literature, a little on the special 
mode of juridical and political development, 
and, in fine, a chapter on things to see and 
how to see them. 

The chapters of this book can, of course, 
be referred to only in the briefest way in a 
notice of this kind, but it may be said that 
the text throughout is supplemented with ef- 
fective half tones and useful maps, 29 of the 
former and 14 of the latter, in addition to 
which ie a considerable number of text dia- 
grams and sketches. The maps are, for the 
most part, of the greater cities and their vicin- 
ity, but there are double-sheet maps, one of 
the geology of the west coast and one of the 
life zones of California. 

I. The Approaches to the Pacific Ooast. 
By Frederick J. Teggart , — The early outpour- 


ings of Asia; the advance of Spain from the 
victorious armies of Cortes at the south; the 
individual initiative of the English explorer 
coming through from the north; the persist- 
ent endurance and final triumph of genera- 
tions of frontiersmen pressing overland in 
defiance of natural barriers, constitute a ro- 
mantic adventure in settlement which, some- 
how, seems to laugh at “ gateways and 
** geographic control” and to trifle with some 
of the moat sacred dogmas of “human geog- 
raphy.” 

II. Spanish Settlements on the Pacific 
Coast. By Charles E. Chapman . — A valuable 
record of the Spanish occupation and of the 
Mission Fathers — “ California under Spain, 
beside which Acadia and Utopia were unat- 
tractive, a dream life for over half a century.” 
With a map locating the missions, pueblos 
and presidios of California. 

III. Historical Sketch of the Po/nama 
Canal. By Rudolph J. Taussig * — For the 
contemporary reader somewhat gorged with 
recent history of the canal, the early dreams 
of the “ Secret of the Strait ” and the birth 
of the idea of the Canal, “ which is almost as 
old as the discovery of America itself,” will 
present a singular attraction. 

IV. Weather Conditions on the Pacific 
Coast By Alexander McAdie . — ^Premising 
that we know little of the causes of “ weather ” 
anywhere, the accomplished author of this 
chapter explains how very much that little is 
by a series of temperature charts and statis- 
tical records of weather variations, sunshine, 
wind, fog, rainfall, etc. Some interesting 
statements are found in these paragraphs, in- 
teresting at least to those who have become 
used to the glowing reclame of California 
weather. The amount of sunshine received 
at San Francisco is not as large as might be 
expected, but nevertheless compares favorably 
with that of other cities of the United States.” 
“One of the most marked climatic features 
of San Francisco is the prevalence of fog. 
... the summer afternoon sea fog shuts out 
50 per cant, or more of the possible sunshine 
between 8 and 7 r.M. during June, July and 
August.” “In addition to the summer after- 
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noon 6ea fog moving from west to east and 
land or tule fog of winter mornings^ there 
is a third kind of fog which may be called 
smoke fog. Under certain atmospheric con- 
ditionfl the smoke of the city moves seaward 
during the forenoon and returns about 1 p.h. 
as a dense black pall/’ 

V. Physiographic Geography, By Ruliff 
8 , Holtoay , — Outlines the remarkable con- 
trasts in the upstanding geologic expressions 
of the coast. 

VI. Geology of the West Coast Region of 
the United States, By C, F, Tolman, Jr,-^A 
summary of the results of an army of workers 
in this field; outlining the geologic succession 
up to the Cordilleran Kevolution, giving its 
history since, a correlation table of the entire 
rock column, a summary of the mineral pro- 
duction and a vade mecum to the principal 
mining districts of California. 

VII. Earthqualces. By J, C, Branner , — A 
succinct statement of seismological principles 
and factors, covering an actual two and one 
half out of a possible throe hundred and two 
pages; an obviously inverse proportion, 
Pneumatologically and strategically the gem 
of the collection. 

Vni. Mines and Mining, By H, Foster 
Bain, 

IX, Petroleum Resources and Industries 
of the Pacific Coast. By Ralph Arnold , — 
Further and more detailed statements of pro- 
duction of the basic minerals with which the 
west coast enters the market. California, no 
longer first in gold production, is now first in 
the production of i>etroleum, and perhaps no 
feature in the development of the mineral 
industry of America has been so extraordi- 
nary as the California output of oil. Notice 
is taken of the various oil districts and the 
fundamental relation of oil storage to mono- 
cline structures. Referring to the origin of 
the oils, the following paragraph is an excel- 
lent contemporary expT0ssion: 

"The oils of the California fields are be- 
lieved to have been derived largely from the 
organic shales which are associated with the 
oU-bearing beds in all fields of the state. It 
is believed that the oil originated from the 


organic matter, both vegetable and animal, 
which is contained in these beds. Probably 
the principal source of the oil has been the 
dlatomaoeouB deposits which make up a large 
percentage of the Tejon or Eocene formation 
in the Ooalinga district and the Monterey or 
Lower Miocene formation throughout the bal- 
ance of the districts. Other organisms that 
may also be the source of some of the oil are 
plants, Foraminifera, Bryozoa and possibly 
mollusks and fish. A great deal of evidence 
can be advanced favoring the organic origin 
of the oil in California and enough demon- 
strating the impossibility of its inorganic 
origin locally to practically prove the former 
theory by the process of elimination.’’ 

It seems rather appropriate that, in connec- 
tion with this very positive expression, the 
author has inserted in his chapter, on the re- 
verse side of a plate showing the oil derricks 
in Santa Barbara county, a picture of a 
group of trilobitea and other oleaginous Cam- 
brian crustaceans collected by Mr. Walcott at 
Mt. Wapta, British Columbia. 

X, Significant Features in the History of 
Life on the Pacific Coast, By John C, Met- 
riam , — Paleontologic science on the west coast 
has had remarkable development in late years, 
and aside from the well-known discoveries 
from the older rocks, the life records of the 
Pleistocene caves and of the asphalt pool of 
Rancho La Brea are among the amazing 
things of the earth. Of the latter Doctor 
Merriam says: “Literally hundreds of thou- 
sands of specimens have been obtained from 
these deposits,” and the victims of these tar- 
traps are of considerably more than 100 spe- 
cies, from saber-toothed tigers to thousand- 
legged worms. Such a snare as this indicates 
most impressively what tremendous faunas 
have roamed the earth and air in past ages 
and have escaped untrapped. 

XI. The Vertebrate Fauna of the Pacific 
Coaet, By Joseph Orinnell, 

Xn. Fishes of the Pacific Coast, By 
David Starr Jordan , — Exceedingly interest- 
ing p6flum^s, the latter with much useful data 
regarding the fisheries production. 

Xm. Marine Biology of the Pacific Coast, 
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By Charles Atwood Kofoid, — This presents 
the invertebrate life, gives some account of 
the aquaria and research stations along the 
coast, notes the collecting grounds, takes spe- 
cial note of that characteristic Californian, 
the Abolone, and of the seals, sea lions and 
whales of these waters. 

XIV. Oceanic CirculaUon and Tempera- 
iv/re off the Pacific Coast. By George F. 
McEwen. — An empirical and theoretical con- 
sideration of the causes of present oceanic 
circulation on the west coast. 

XV. Insects of the Pacific Coast. By Ver- 
non Kellogg. — A very inviting chapter, as 
far as it goes, closing with the equivocal re- 
mark : The Pacific coast will match its in- 
sects against the equivalent fauna of any other 
region.” 

XVL Flora of the Pacific Coast. By Har- 
vey Monroe Hall. 

XVII. Forests of the Pacific Coast. By 
Willis Lirm Jepson. 

XVni. The Beaeris and Desert Flora of 
the West. By LeRoy Ahrams. 

XIX. The Marine Flora of the Pacific 
Coast. By William Albert Setchell. — A great 
variety of climatic and soil conditions has 
given birth to diverse and variable flora, and 
whether one considers it from the esthetic, 
the systematic, the genetic or the ecologic ” 
standpoint, his impressions will be compell- 
ing. These chapters present the flora by its 
geographical provinces and give lists of lo- 
calities of special botanical interest. 

The stories of the Big Tree, ‘'the most re- 
markable member of the earth^s silva,” and 
of its groves; of the coast redwood, “the tall- 
est tree on earth,” and of other members of 
this profuse coniferous flora, are of delightful, 
if brief, interest. 

Into the floral assemblages have been in- 
truded the plants of the desert. As far back 
as the close of the Cretaceous the Mexican 
plateau began to grow arid, and here and 
thereafter drought resisting plants were 
taking form.” “Here originated the cacti, 
yuccas, dasylirions ” and most of the Ameri- 
can desert fauna, and thence tltey spread 
north after the glacial period and the increase 


of arid conditions. The Grand Canyon, the 
Petrified Forests, the Mohave and Painted 
Deserts and their floras are considered in 
Professor Abrams's absorbing chapter, which 
closes with the assurance that “ to come upon 
any understanding of the strange fascination 
of this land of little rain . . . one must move 
out into their open spaces; become a part of 
their boundless silence; face their trackless 
sands and bare mountain reaches in the won- 
derful opalescent light of sunsets and sun- 
rises; gain an insight into the eignificanoe 
of the curious adaptations of plant and ani- 
mal life, and of the page of earth’s physical 
history laid bare in their reft gorges.” 

In the account of the marine flora special 
note is taken of its “chief glory,” the kelps; 
numerous in species, often of enormous size, 
vastly surpassing those of the Atlantic; their 
forests, the nests of peculiar fishes, and their 
commercial possibilities still largely unex- 
ploited, 

XX. BurhanVs Gardens. By Vernon L. 
Kellogg. — Essentially a personal tribute 
happily without advertising matter. 

XXL Ethnology of the Pacific Coast. By 
T. T. Waterman. — With maps of the south- 
west and north showing the present location 
of Indian tribes, the distribution, history and 
tribal customs of the aborigines are passed in 
condensed but effective review. 

XXn. Astronomical Observatories. By 
R. G. Aithin. — This is a history of the prog- 
ress of astronomical observation and of the 
development of observatories, 

XXIII. Mvseums of the Pacific Coast. 
By Barton W. Bvermann. — A brief directory 
of museums of science, art and history. 

XXIV. Agricultural Development of the 
Pacific Coast. By E. J. Wichson. — Begin- 
ning with the agriculture of the prehistoric 
peoples, these activities through the Spanish 
occupation and into the “American period,” 
the author devotes his chapter largely to 
enumerating factors fundamental to the fu- 
ture development of agriculture; among them 
he argues with strong reason the essential 
superiority of the soils of the arid regions 
when brought under irrigation. 
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XXV. Some Notable Irrigation and Hy- 
dro-electrical Developments. By C. E. Grun^ 

Here the actual achieremeats of irriga- 
tion referred to in the preceding chapter are 
the Bubject matter. The projects of the XT. S. 
Keclaination Service and a large number of 
private undertakings for irrigation and power 
are taken into account. No irrigation bonds 
are offered for sale. 

XX VI. Chemical Resources and Indus^ 
iries. By Harry East Miller, — A review of 
the chemical industries, based largely on nat- 
ural mineral and agricultural products. 

XXVII. Mountaineering on the Pacific 
Coaet, By Joseph N. LeConte. — For the man 
or woman who accepts no challenge from any 
upturned angle of the earth, this chapter is a 
suggestion of things to do. 

XXVm. Outdoor Life and the Fine Arts. 
By John Oeden Howard. — A pleasant account 
of the development of the Forest l^heater and 
Mountain Plays, of the combination of out- 
of-doors with the drama^ to which the western 
climate has lent tlie guarantee of success. 

XXIX. Literary Landinarhs of the Pacific 
Coast. By S. 8. Seward, Jr. — Bret Harte, 
Mark Twain and Stevenson, in passing; Am- 
brose Bierce (lately discovered by the East), 
Joaquin Miller, Edwin Markham, Edward 
Boland Sill, John Muir, Jack London, make 
a pyramid of “ land-marks ” of which the cap- 
stone is only laid when wo add the name of 
Gelett Burgess. 

XXX. Legal and Political Developm.ent 
of the Pacific Coast States. By Orrin X. Me- 
Murray. — A suggestive account of the de- 
velopment of the legal code from the unformed 
code of the miners’ camps and frontier civili- 
zation, a few permanent effects of the Span- 
ish procedure and a brief sketch of the later 
history of jurisprudence and its controlling 
conditions. 

XXXI. Scenic EsicursiQi(^, By A. 0. 
Leuschner. — A oondtensed Baedeker of the out- 
of-doors to a multitude of delectable spots, 
with the price per spot. 

The form of the book, 12mo, makes it handy 
for the pocket, but as for the paper and typog- 


raphy, these meritorious essays must feel 
strangely indecorous in their black-and-tan 
dress of fat, round, gray-black type on yellow 
paper, moat unhappily tiring to the eyes. 

John M. Clabee 

Catalogue of the Freshwater Fishes of Africa 

in the British Museum. Vol. ITT, By G. A. 

Boulenqer. London, 1916. 

It was originally intended to complete the 
account of the freshwater fishes of Africa in 
three volumes, but so many new species have 
accumulated during the progress of the work, 
that a fourth volume has become necessary. 
The third volume, now issued, is principally 
concerned with the Cichlidas, but also includes 
a number of smaller families. In all^ 894 
species are described, the great majority also 
figured. No less than 231 of these species have 
been first described by I)r. Boulenger, whose 
labors on African fishes far exceed in magni- 
tude and importance those of any other writer, 
or perhaps all other writers combined. 

The Cichlidee are of particular interest be* 
cause of their abundance in Africa and South 
America, suggesting to some minds a former 
direct land connection between these conti- 
nents. In this case we fortunately have posi- 
tive evidence of a former more northern dis- 
tribution, a genus of these fishes (Priscacara) 
being found in the Eocene of Wyoming. 
Boulenger recognizes no lees than 41 genera of 
African Cichlidas, all distinct from the 26 
genera which Eigenmann catalogues for the 
neotropical region. No less than 21 genera 
are confined to Lake Tanganyika, so far as the 
records show. In the large genera Tilapia and 
Paratilapia we are told that the scales are 
"cycloid or ctenoid,” but there is some con- 
fusion in the use of these terms, owing to the 
fact that weak and minute ctenoid structures 
are overlooked, and the scales pass as cycloid, 
as for example in Tilapia nihtica. For a cor- 
rect understanding of the scale-structure of 
all these genera, the scales must be removed 
from the fishes and examined microscopically. 

The Cyprinodontidm or Pceciliid® present a 
very difi^erent case from that of the Oicblids, 
having stiH a northern distribution, and pot- 
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adasiiig genera common to Africa and America. 
The African genera are only six, whereas we 
haTe very numerous genera in North America. 
Three, each with a single species, are exclu- 
sive African, one being from Lake Tanganyika 
(a remarkable form, with ctenoid scales), one 
from the Cameroon-Niger region (the exposed 
surface of the scales said to be regularly hexag- 
onal), and one which is really Palsearctic, 
being found on the northern slope of the Atlas 
Mountains, in hot springs. The last men- 
tioned, Tellia, is like Oyprinodon, with the 
pelvic fins wholly absent. Eighteen species 
are placed in Fundulus — the genus which is 
persecuted every summer by the biologists at 
Woods Hole. Forty-two others are referred to 
Aplocheilus, which Dr. Boulenger calls Hap- 
lochilus, the only distinguishing feature of 
which appears to be the fact that the dorsal fin 
is placed more posteriorly. Other characters 
have been cited by authors, but they apparently 
break down in dealing with the African fauna. 
The weakness of Hwplochilus, as now defined, 
is indicated by the fact that in 1911 Dr. Bou- 
lenger himself described the sexes of a species 
(TPundulus gardneri) as two different things, 
placing the male in Fundulua and the female 
in Haplochilm, Another species, HaplochUua 
Uheriensis, certainly seems nearer to F. gard- 
neri than the latter is to some other species 
assigned to Fundulua, Thus we have a more 
or less continuous series, which is divided into 
two lyenera principally on grounds of con- 
venience, by a character which in most of the 
species can be recognized at a glance. The 
only objection to this arises from the possibil- 
ity that the arrangement is artificial, and that 
onr American Haplochilus have no immediate 
relationship with those of Asia and Africa. If 
we use the single character employed by Bou- 
lenger, our Fundulua fioripirmia must be re- 
ferred to BaplocMlua, where in fact Cope 
originally placed it. 

Boulenger*s Freshwater Fishes of Africa” 
is a book which, although strictly technical, 
ought to find a place in general zoological 
laboratories, because it serves so well to illus- 
trate the modifications which characterize 
genera and species. Vary rarely can we see 


such complete series as are represented by the 
illustrations, and with the relatively scanty 
materials at our command, we are little able 
to appreciate the real diversity of animal life. 

T. D. A. COOKIDREIX 

UNivxasiTT or Oolokabo 

A BIBLIOQFAVKY OF FISHES TO BE PUB- 
LISREV 

The time is ripe — and has, indeed, long been 
ripe — ^for the publication of a carefully pre- 
pared bibliography of fishes, to cover the en- 
tire range of the subject : fishes fossil as well as 
living, and fishes from many points of view, 
such as anatomy, physiology, embryology, 
pathology, parasitology, distribution, taxon- 
omy, everything in short excepting matters 
which deal with clerical details of the fisheries. 
Such a compilation, it is clear, means much 
for this branch of zoology; for the literature 
of the fishes is vast, widely scattered and ill 
digested. In fact, I believe that there is 
hardly an investigator to-day who has not 
been obliged, needlessly, to give weeks or 
months of his time to searching for references. 

The importance of such a bibliography was 
brought home to me about 1890 ; at that time 
I began the work of collecting references to 
be used in my studies, and as years passed I 
was able to build up a card-catalogue giving 
author and subject, which proved indispensa- 
ble. Later my catalogue became known to 
correspondents, who in turn found it of use 
in their studies ; and they, for their part, were 
generous in contributing references, and thus 
added notably to its value. It next, through 
the kindness of the Smithsonian Institution, 
absorbed the bibliography which Professor 
Goode undertook to publish and which his 
death left unfinished. Thus the value of the 
work became greater year by year. About 
1910 the American Museum of Natural BHa- 
tory allowed me secretarial help in the direc- 
tion of editing the catalogue for publication. 
And thereafter, for about a year and a half 
this secretarial work was carefully carried on 
under the supervision of my ooUeague, Dr. 
Louis Husaokof, and since 1914 by Dr. 0. B. 
Eastman, of the American Museum. 
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The scope of the undertaking may bo under- 
etbdd when one coneiders that nearly 50,000 
references are brought together. These have 
been gathered from all sources, notably from 
all accessible bibliographies, serial publica- 
tions and book catalogues. Finally, the eilort 
was made to complete the lists of titles by 
bibliographies secured in so far as possible 
from authors themselves. To this end circulars 
were sent out to several hundred writers on 
ichthyology, many of whom responded cor- 
dially. 

There still remain, however, a number of 
individual writers who have not contributed 
the titles of their publications. I have, ac- 
cordingly, been led to publish the present note 
in the hope that any who have not already sent 
to Dr. Eastman or myself their bibliographies 
may be reminded that we are especially anxi- 
ous to make the work as complete as possible. 
And we urge that their lists be sent in without 
delay, for the work is undergoing its final re- 
vision and the first volume is shortly to go to 
press. This is the author’s” volume which 
will consist of about 1,000 pages and include 
under the names of writers a serial list of 
their publications. The second, or ‘^subject” 
volume, will be a classified index of the titles 
in volume I. Here one has access to special 
papers in the various branches, for example, 
in anatomy, distribution, embryology. 

Bashford Dean 

Amxbican Museum or Natural History, 

New Tork 


SJPSCIAL AMTICLM8 

ACTION OF POTASSIUM OYANIDK WHEN INTHO- 
DUOBD INTO TISSUES OF A PLANT 

In an issue of Science lost autumn^ Pro- 
fessor Sanford mentioned some experiments 
conducted in OalifoTnia in destroying the 
Australian bug, Icerya pi^ehasi, by the use of 
potassium cyanide placed in the tissues of the 
tree. Since that issue, a number of articles or 
notes have appeared from time to time dis- 
cussing the possibility of the use of potassium 
ey'anide for the destruction of various sucking 
nnd wood-boting insects, but no experimental 
iVol 2X., No. 1088, page 519. 


evidence was given as to how the cyanide acted 
in the tree or why it should kill the insects. 
During the winter and spring, a few experi- 
ments were conducted along these lines. The 
first work was done on geraniums. A hole 
was made near the base of the plant and a 
small piece of potassium cyanide, about half 
the size of a pea, was placed in the stem. A 
split piece of rubber tubing was placed around 
the stem and sealed tight with paraffin to pre- 
vent leakage. Twenty-four hours later the 
plant was examined for the presence of cya- 
nide. The potassium cyanide had disappeared, 
but the odor of cyanide was present at the 
wound. Sections of the stem were cut longi- 
tudinally and crosswise and tested by the 
Prussian blue reaction. Thick sections were 
placed in a 5 per cent, solution of caustic 
potash for about a minute, then transferred to 
a solution containing 2i per cent, of ferrous 
sulfate and 1 per cent, of ferric chloride, heated 
to 60® C. After ten minutes, they were placed 
in a mixture of one part hydrochloric acid to 
six parts water. When cyanide was present, 
the sections showed the Prussian blue re- 
action in from ten to fifteen minutes. 

From Mr, Sanford’s article, one would ex- 
pect the reaction to show in the vascular 
bundles or in the water-conducting tissue of 
the plant. Such, however, was not the case. 
Cyanide showed only in the outer cortical 
layer and in the inner pith cells, the strongest, 
however, in the cortical layer. The lignified 
tissue gave no reaction. Positive tests could 
be obtained for a distance of about one foot 
above the wound, but only about on inch or an 
inch and a half below the wound. 

Other treated plants were allowed to con- 
tinue for several days, to study the effects on 
the plant It was noticed that whenever the 
cyanide reached the axle of a leaf, the petiole 
withered and died within a half-inch of the 
base, the leaf hanging down from the plant. 
Similar results were obtained whenever the 
cyanide reached a succulent offshoot, the cy- 
anide seeming to blister the tissue. Tests for 
cyanide could not be obtained beyond the 
injured portion which was at the point of at- 
tachment to the stem. The reaction at that 
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point, however, was stronger than on the main 
stem, either above or below the branch. Fur- 
thermore, it was noticed that in passing out 
an older lateral branch, the cyanide showed 
a preference for the upper aide of the limb. 
The question arises, How docs the cyanide pass 
through such a plant? If it passed through 
the vascular bundles without giving a Prus- 
sian blue test, the oxidases in that tissue would 
have been destroyed, but even in the stems in 
which a positive test could l>e obtained, in the 
cellulose tissue an oxidase test could still be 
obtained in the vascular bundles by both benzi- 
dine and by alpha napthol, although the re- 
action was not as strong as in the normal 
plant. 

If the cyanide does not pass through the sap, 
one would naturally assume that it must pass 
up by diffusion. The facts, however, do not 
point to such a conclusion. Diffusion should 
be as rapid or almost as rapid down the stem 
of the plant as up the stem, which was not the 
case. On reaching the succulent tissue, one 
would expect diffusion to be more rapid, but 
the opposite is true. A histological examina- 
tion of the tissues of the plant shows the older 
stems, with large intercellular spaces in the 
cellulose tissue, particularly in the cortical 
layer. The young succulent side-shoots have 
small or no intercellular spaces. 

One might conceive of the cyanide passing 
up through the plant in the form of a gas. 
Potassium cyanide would very readily be 
broken up by some of the organic acids in the 
plant, probably carbonic acid, liberating hydro- 
cyanic acid which could then move up between 
the cells of the plant without seriously injur- 
ing them, except where present in great excess. 
The cells would absorb some of the hydro- 
cyanic acid, but if the amount be not too 
gieat^ the cell would oxidize it by its oxidases. 
Granting its passage as a gas would explain 
its passage upward faster than downward. It 
would also e:i 5 )lain why, in going out a lateral 
branch, it travels on the upper side rather 
than on the lower side and why, on reaching a 
succulent tissue, with small or no intercellular 
spaces, it is stopped in its flow. Such tissue 
with its greater water content would tend to 


dissolve tlie hydrocyanic in larger quantities 
than the cel] can withstand, this resulting in 
the death of the tissue, 

A comparative experiment was performed by 
introducing into the stem of the plant, by 
means of a siphon tube, a solution of hydro- 
cyanic acid in distilled water. The siphon waa 
arranged so that the pressure was just sufficient 
to hold the liquid against the tissue. The 
edges of the tube were sealed to the stem by 
means of paraffin. This geranium, uixm ex- 
amination in twenty-four hours, showed ih® 
hydrocyanic strongest in the vascular bundles 
rather than in the cellulose tissue. Diffusion 
also took place downward, as a very strong re- 
action for cyanide was obtained, as far as tbe 
base of tlie plant, eight inches below the 
wound. Diffusion downward, however, was 
stronger through the cellulose tissue than in 
the conducting tissue. There seemed to be no 
difference at the side branches — no stoppage 
of the hydrocyanic in its course as was found 
where a crystal of potassium cyanide had been 
introduced. The results of this experiment 
where the passage was by diffusion and by con-* 
duction through the vascular system was quite 
distinct from where the crystal of x>otas8ium 
cyanide had been introduced. Potassium cy- 
anide was next tried on an apple tree during 
March, when the weather was still cold. At 
the end of two days, the limb into which the 
cyanide had been introduced was cut off and 
tested for cyanide. The test showed the cy- 
anide only in the woody tissue; in fact, by 
microscopic examination, it was shown to be 
only in the lumen of the larger trachese. The 
distance traveled, however, was not more than 
two inches. Not all the KCN had disappeared 
from the opening, probably due to the small 
amount of sap in the tree and the cold weather. 
It was noticed that a discoloration appeared in 
the tissue through which the cyanide had 
passed. This discoloration agreed exactly with 
the area in which a Prussian blue reaction 
ceuld be obtained. When the sap increased in 
the trees, further tests were made. It was 
found, however, that although potassium cy- 
anide disappeared within two days, April 17* 
19, the hydrocyanic acid had otily traveled 
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and a half through the woody 
the stem. No Prussian blue re- 
^tioa omd be obtained in the bark or in the 
at any time. Thinking that 
i|. possible that the cyanide would 

pjp through the trachea; and later be 

making a positive cyanide test im* 
a large apple tree was selected for a 
fu^hor experiment. Near the base a hole 
^i^ee f^arters of an inch in diameter was 
^to the wood. This was plugged up 
^tasaium cyanide, corked and the edges 
of t)w cork sealed with collodion. A number 
of other holes were bored into the tree, one at 
a distance of a foot above the cyanide opening 
and four others at varying distances up the 
tre^ These holes were about a half inch in 
diameter and one and one half to two inches 
in depth. Kubber stoppers through which were 
passed glass tubes, sealed at the outer end and 
containing distilled water, were placed in 
those holes and the e^lgcs sealed with collodion. 
These were quite comparable to the burrows 
of a wood-boritig insect, and as hydrocyanic is 
very soluble in water, the water in the tube 
would dissolve any hydrocyanic passing into 
these holes. With a negative test in these 
tubes, the hope of destroying wood-borers ex- 
tensively through the tree would vanish. The 
tubes were examined from day to day for the 
presence of cyanide. Although, by the 22d, aU 
the cyanide had disappeared from the open- 
ing, no test could be obtained in any of the 
tubes, either by precipitation with silver nitrate 
or by the Prussian blue reaction. On April 29, 
the tree was examined to determine the path 
of the hydrocyanic acid. It was found that 
the hydrocyanic acid had passed through an 
area varying from an inch to a half inch in 
diameter, beginning at the upper side of the 
hole, next to the corir, and had traveled through 
the woody tissue, missing the first hole con- 
taining a tube, by about two inches, continu- 
ing up the tree to a height of about seven feet, 
where the test became weaker and finally nega- 
tive. The highest opening in the tree, which 
was at a height of about six and one half feet, 
was missed by lees than a half inch, the course 
of the hydrocyanic having been interrupted by 


a knot which it had gone around or otherwise 
a positive test might have been obtained in this 
tube. 

In the other trees, it was noticed that the 
hydrocyanic passed through a particular area 
which had its point of departure on the upper 
side of the cyanide hole, next to the cork. If 
the hole drilled in the tree is at right angles to 
the tree, the hydrocyanic passes up evenly from 
the upper side of the hole but does not diffuse 
throughout the wood. 

Prom these experiments, it seems that unless 
one could collect their wood-borers and have 
them located definitely in the tree, that treat- 
ment would be of little or no value. It might 
be locally applied where the wood-borer is defi- 
nitely located, by drilling a hole just beneath it 
and introducing the potassium cyanide or 
where the borer has made a large burrow one 
might successfully introduce tho potassium 
cyanide into the burrow. For the larger num- 
ber of wood-borers, such as inhabit our oaks — 
boring in the cambium layer — this treatment 
would have little or no value, as the hydro- 
cyanic does not travel in the cambium but 
only through the old trachea}. For sucking 
insects, which feed at the vascular bundles, it 
does not seem that the cyanide could be suc- 
cessfully used. Jn the light of tliese experi- 
ments, it seems that the Spanish broom upon 
which Professor Sanford destroyed big Aus- 
tralian bugs, must have a peculiar structure 
to permit the cyanide to pass through an area 
reached by the Australian bug. If it is a 
semi- woody plant, similar to the geranium, it 
would be conceivable that hydrocyanic acid 
would pass through the cortical layer and be 
of some value. To be successful against suck- 
ing insects, it would have to pass through the 
vascular system where the insects feed or be- 
tween the outer surface and the vascular sys- 
tem. The latter is possible in herbaceous or 
aemi-woody plants but would greatly endanger 
the life of the plant. 

In woody trees, where its path is in the older 
trachew, there seems to bo no danger to tlie 
tree, as these trachece are already dead. £x- 
oeasive amounts might prove dangerous. It is 
conceivable that the amount used by ProfesBo? 
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Sanford in his peach tree would act as a stimu- 
lant to the tree as in other work upon the 
effects of fumigating greenhouse plants with 
hydrocyanic acid evidence has been obtained 
of stimulation, the results of which will be 
published later. 

William Hoobf:, 

A. G. Euggles 

Division or Entomoloot, 

Minnesota Expeeiment Station, 

St. Paul, Minn. 

THS AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 
SECTION B, FBYSICS 

By combining their interests Section B of 
the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science and the American Physical 
Society always have exceedingly profitable 
joint meetings; meetings at which nearly all 
the progressive physicists of the States and of 
Canada become personally acquainted and 
from which they return to their respective 
laboratories taking with them the inspiration 
of new ideas and the cheer of many friend- 
ships. 

The recent Philadelphia meeting, at which 
President Ernest Merritt of the American 
Physical Society and Vice-president Anthony 
Zeleny of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science alternately presided, 
was typical of these delightful and helpful 
occasions. 

The address of the retiring vice-president 
and chairman of Section B, Dr. A- D. Cole, 
was on ‘^Eecent Evidence for the Existence 
of the Nucleus Atom.” 

The structure of the atom has been and still 
is the goal of modern physical investigation. 
Possibly it may never be attained, but the 
failure to attain it should not be regretted so 
long as endeavors to this end continue to yield, 
as heretofore, such valuable incidental dis- 
coveries. Br. Oole^s address, published in full 
in the January IS issue of Soienob, reviews a 
number of the more recent of these discoveries, 
and also gives references to many original 
papers. Both addresses and references will be 
of great assistance to every physicist who really 


is interested, whether actively or pastivdly, in 
that baffling yet enticing subject, the atracittre 
of the atom. 

The usual symposium consisted, at tibis 
meeting, of addresses on ** The Use of TMpim- 
sional Equations,” by Dr. Edgar Buddugham 
and Dr. A. C. Lunn, followed by diseussiotis 
by Dr. W. S. Franklin, Dr. A. Q, Wdbeter, 
and others. 

Dr. Buckingham's address, following some- 
what his paper in the October, 1914, issue of 
the Physical Iteviev), emphasized the practical 
use of dimensional equations in the logical or 
mathematical discussion of physical probleniB. 

Dr. Lunn considered the mathematical and 
metaphysical aspects of the subject, and so 
interestingly that it is to be hoped that he too 
will publish in full his oontributions to this 
subject. 

The discussion and remarks that followed 
the principal papers indicated a recognition of 
the importance of the subjeot, but also a frank 
admission that its daily use in the laboratory 
and the classroom is, perhaps, rather limited. 

The sectional committee nominated, and the 
general committee later elected. Professor 
Frederick Slate vice-president and chairman 
of Section B. Professor Slate, however, was 
unable to serve and a new election therefore 
was noceseary. This was completed at the 
April meeting of the Council, resulting in the 
selection of Dr. E. P. Lewis, of the Univer- 
sity of California. 

At present the officers of Section B are at 
follows : 

YicB-president and Ohairmm of the Beeiion^ 
E. Percival Lewis, University of California, 
Berkeley, OaL 

Secretary, William J, Humphreys, Weather 
Bureau, Washington, D. 0. 

Member of Council, Gordon F, Hull, Dart- 
mouth College, Hanover, N, H. 

Sectional Committee, Vice-president, Phila- 
delphia, Anthony Zeleny; Vioe-presideMt, Ban 
Francisco and Columbus, E. Percival Lewie; 

Secretary, William J. Humphreys, Weather 
Secretary, Alfred D. Cole; Anthony Zeleny, 
1 year; T. C. Mendenhall, 9 years; Dayton 0. 
Miller, 8 years; George W. Stewart, 4 yeart; 
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Robert Ss.: Tatnall, 5 yeara. Ex-officio: Ernest 
Merritt, President, American Physical Soci- 
ety; AlfjHed D. (/ole. Secretary, American 
Physical Society. 

Mefitbow of Qenentl Commitiep, I?. A. Milli- 
kan, Chiikgo. 

W. J. HtTMeilRKYS, 
Secretary, Section B 


, NEW OBLEANS MEETING-^AMEBrCAN 
CHEMICAL SOCIETY 

TITLES AND AB8TBACT8 OF PAPERS 

OmiraK] addreKH by A. D. Little, ''The Indus- 
trial BttMurcos and Opportunities of the South. 

CltABm S. ASH: ConirihutionH of the Chemist to 
th^’^Wkie Industry. 

J. Pi' H erreshoff: Contrihutiojis of the Chem- 
in. the Copper Industry. 

B. Ti Bradford: Contrt&uttona of the Che^nist to 
Otrn Products Industry. 

Lewis Bake: Contributions of the Chemist 
to Asphalt Industry. 

Dafz9^ Wesson : Contributions of the. Chemist to 
the Cotton seed Oil Industry. 

O. S. BkowN: Contributions of the Chemist to the 
Cement Industry. 

W. D* Horne ; (7ontrihu<ton« of the Chemist to the 
Busemr Industry, 

Binttvr Mason; Corttribtt(io/w of the Chemist to 
^ Itioandescent Gas Mantle Industry. 

FlIAKMlrN W. Hobbs : Contributions of the Chem- 
ist' fe the Textile Industry. 

H. Walker Wallace: Contributiowfl of the Chem- 
^ iR the Fertilizer Industry. 

P. Mi Hazard: Contributions of the Chemist to the 
SMts Industry. 

WlbmM H. Teas: Oontribtttiorw of the Chemist 
to Ifte Leather Industry. 

Jobss A. Wesbner and George L. Teller; Con- 
of the Chemist to the Fhur hidustry. 

GARQQiN B. Thevbnot: Contributions of the Chem- 
ist to the Brewing Industry, 

YU L BENtiJET: ContriftwttofiA of the Chemist to 
the Preserved Foods In<Iustry, 

Wm, P. Mason ; Contrihutions of the Che7nist to 
ike Potable Water Industry. 

B. C. SciiOPPHAUS: Contribwttojw of the Chemist 
to the Celluloid and Nitrocellulose Industry. 

A. A, IIouGHfON: Contributions of the Chemist to 
fjl^ Glass Industry. 

P. L, Moore : Contributions of the Che^nisi to the 
Fufp and Paper Industry, 

Public address to the people of New Orleans, by 


Bernhard O. Hesse, "Tlip Ciieuiists^ Contribution 
to the Industrial Development of the United States 
— A Record of Achievement.^’ 

The above papers have been printed in full in 
the April issue of the Jouriial of Indmtrial and 
Engineering Chemistry. 

DIVISION OF agriculture AND FOOD CHEMISTRY 
Ployd W. Robinson, chairman 
Glen F. Mason, secretary 

E. n. S, Bailey and W, 8. Long: On the Compo- 
sition of the Seeds of Martynia Louisiana (Uni- 
corn or Devil *s Claws). 

This plant, which grows wild through the central 
west and ospocially in the dry climate of western 
Kansas, Colorado and New Mexico, has been in- 
vestigated with reference to utilizing the oil con- 
tained in the seed. It has been found that this 
seed contains over sixty per cent, of a bland oil, 
24.2,1 per cent, of protein and 4.55 per cent, of 
starch. An examination of the oil shows that it 
compares favorably with some edible oils, espe- 
cially cotton -seed oil. The authors suggest that 
since the plant is bo well adapted to a dry climate, 
experiments should be made to determine whether 
it may not be profitably cultivated as an oil-bear- 
ing plant. 

Edward Gudeman: Action of Milk on Colloids. 

W. D. Bigelow and F. F. Fitzgerald; The Be- 
lation of the Be f taction , Specific Gravity and 
Solids in Tomatoes and Tomato Pulp. 

As a result of the examination of a considerable 
number of fresh and canned tomatoes, and of pulps 
made up under known conditions, tables have been 
constructed to facilitate analytical work. The 
generalizations given below' are within the limits 
of analytical error. The filtrate referred to is ob- 
tained by throwing a sample of tomato pulp, or 
crushed tomato product, on a folded filter. Raw 
tomatoes should be cooked previously in a refliu 
condenser. The solids are determined by drying 
in vacuo at 70® and under atmospheric pressure at 
the temperature of boiling water. 

Solids of pulp in vacuo = solids of Tiulp at atmos- 
pheric pressure X L085, 

Solids of pulp in vacuo = solids of filtrate in 
vacuo X 1.125, 

Solids of filtrate in vacuo = Bolids of filtrate at 
atmospheric preesure X 1.12. 

From the specific gravity of the filtered liquid 
at 20® C., the per cent, of solids of the pulp (not 
of the filtrate) may be n seer tained from tho Wind- 
i«h wine table.i The figure 0.05 should be de- 

I Table V., Bull, 107, Bureau of Chem. 
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ducted from the percentage of solids given in that 
table. 

The solids in the filtrate may be ascertained 
from tlie index of refraction, using Wagner’s 
table for beer and ^vine extract. This table is 
applicable without correfltion to the juice of fresh 
or canned tomatoes. When applying it to the fib 
trate from pulp of the usual concentration, the 
figure 0.17 should be deducted from the percent- 
age of solids as given. If the product has been 
salted, the sodium chloride should be determined 
and a corresponding correction made in refractive 
index. 

H. S. Gbindlkt, W. J, Caemichabl and C. I. 
Nitwlin : The Influence of one Fecdxngsttiff upon, 
the VigeeUbilitj/ of Another. 

Eight digestion experiments, each of ten days’ 
duration, were made in which cstch of three ra- 
tions — wheat flour middlings alone, wheat flour 
middlings and ground corn combined in the ratio 
of 1:1, and ground corn alone — were fed to four 
pigs. The average results as well as the individ- 
ual data proved that either wheat flour middlings 
or ground corn in a ration composed of equal parts 
of each does influence the digestibility of some 
of the nutrients of the other feed. It is evident 
from the results that one feedingstuff does influ- 
ence the digestibility of another. 

G. 9. Fbaps: Chemical InveetigationB at the Texas 
Experiment Station, 

The article gives a synopsis of the choruical in- 
vestigations at the Texas Experiment Station, in- 
cluding the work of the state chemist, the feed 
Control, Adams projects and the Hatch projects. 
The work deals chiefly with the composition and 
properties of soils, the composition and values of 
fertilizers, the adulteration of feeds, the studies of 
the nutritive values of feeding stuff. 

W. J. Cabmichahl, C. I. Newun and H. S. 
Gbimulby: Individuality of Pigs as to the Gom- 
plsteness uHtk which they Digest their Feed. 

The results of forty digestion experiments, each 
of ten days’ duration, in which each of four ra- 
tions were fed to four pigs proved that in some 
instances one animal gave coefficients of digesti- 
bility for protein, dry matter, nitrogen-free ex- 
tract, and ether extract that were always signifi- 
cantly hIgbOr than the corresponding coefficients 
for another animal oven in ten tests with four dif- 
ferent rations. In a series of experiments, when 
different rations were used with the same animals, 
the coefficiente, as a whole, for some animals were 
constantly higher than those for other animals. 


which showed a cofTsistent relation w2t|i^^Wlfi0ce&jea 
to individuaUty.ini 

W. E. Tottinqham ; The Effect of Lit&m wa the 
Fermentation of Maswe* 

Oak shavings, pine shavings and oatwMwr wsere 
incorporated with separate lots of a IBiiiitm of 
fresh horse and cow manures. The chw^gM over 
a period of twelve weeks were compared those 
of a centred lot of manure. Dry matter ^^idAmMted 
most, by a wide margin, in the strttwdittered 
manure and least in the control. The fiareeatage 
of the total organic matter soluble in mter do- 
creased most In the shavings-litterod masHiMs wnd 
least in the straw-littered lot. In all tha Mn ^the 
percentage of the total ash soluble in mtor de- 
creased considerably. The percentage ^ dho 
total nitrogen soluble In water decreased oam in 
the shavings -littered manures than in Ae other 
lots. The percentage of the total nitrogen m the 
form of ammonia reached its highest value ;iii the 
control manure. Ammonia production wae luoet 
sustained in the straw-littered lot. Loss -Of ni- 
trogen was greatest in the shavings -llttenNl ma- 
nures and least in the straw-littered lot. Xldde 
of corn and barley in field plot tests have ohown 
only slight superiority of stall manure with atraW 
litter as compared with stall manure with shav- 
ings litter. 

Chas. P. Fox: Bread: Weight of an Akron (Ohffo) 
Loaf. 

W. C. Tabeb: Tamarind Syrup. 

The tamarind is a leguminous tree foausd in 
tropical and semi-tropical countries. The palp 
found in the pod is remarkable for its high jadd- 
Ity, often 12 or 15 per cent., and for its hig|i wm* 
tent of sugar, amounting sometimes to 40 .|^r 
cent. A syrup prepared from this pulp has aoAie 
into use in the United States as a summer 
age. After dilution with water, this syrup dome 
a refreshing acid drink. For the purpose «f de- 
tecting adulterated tamarind syrups, made la«griy 
from tartaric or citric acid and sugar, and ml- 
ored with caramel, a series of syrups were ^pm- 
pared with known amounts of the pulp. 
analytical results obtained are of value in Ind- 
enting the amount of tamarind fruit used % a 
syrup. 

David Kibin ; A Survey of the Frozen Egg 
try of Chicago, 

Charles L. PAttSONg, 

deeretwy 

{To be continued) 
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PIEST GET THE EACTS^ 

There is connected with the Department 
of Commerce a remarkable institution 
called the Bureau of Standards. Its work 
is more or less familiar to you because one 
or more groups of students from this school 
have visited it at various times* I have on 
some occasions spoken of this bureau as the 
“house of accuracy/* for in it in a special 
sense the truth Is sought. We call the seek- 
ing of this kind of truth research. It may 
be chemical research or physical research 
or the act of research applied to any of the 
sciences that underlie our industries and 
public utilities. Truth is .sought in this 
work because it is believed that the facts 
concerning nature are of infinite value to 
mankind. It is recognized that the effec- 
tiveness of our civilization rests upon facts 
first ascertained and then nsed. It is there 
thought faulty to proceed on the basis of 
incomplete truth or of undigested facts, and 
neither time, labor, nor expense is spared 
to find the facte and make them known to 
those who can use them. 

One of the standards of the Bureau of 
Standards itself must be that of speaking 
the truth so far as it shall have become 
known, and men know they may depend 
upon what it says as expressing the truth 
within those limits in which it has been 
ascertained. To tell half of a truth if the 
other half were known would be thought 
a destructive violation of the very raison 
d'etre of the service. To know the truth 
and not to tell it would be equally violative. 

In what has been thus far said I have 

1 Addren? of The Honorable William 0. Bedficld, 
Secretarjr of Commerce, before tlie Caee School of 
Applied Bcionce, Cleveland, Olxio, May £7, 1916. 
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described only the normal workings of the 
scientific mind as applied to research. The 
mind of science is one of high ideals. It is 
a modest mind, for it recognizes that there 
are many thingta it does not know. It is a 
discriminating mind, for it tests and selects 
or rejects as the test may tell. It is a prac- 
tical mind, for it aims to find the hidden 
things of nature and put them to use. It 
is an honest mind, for it seeks neither to 
deceive nor to be deceived. It is an open 
mind, ready to reject the truth which seems 
to be in favor of that which is proven to be. 
The scientific mind, if it be true to itself, 
knows no passion nor prejudice nor pre- 
dilection, unless it be the passion for the 
truth that is not yet known, a judgment 
given in advance in favor of that truth 
when it shall be known and a preference 
for any form of truth whatever, and a dis- 
taste for shams. 1 have a friend who said 
that if he did not know why he knew what 
he thought he knew he wanted to know, and 
in this attitude of thought he expressed 
sometliing of the outreach of the mind of 
science, which ever seeks to learn the what 
and the why of things. 

In the business world facts are respected. 
This is so because facts are stubborn things 
and insist upon being respected. They have 
a way of bowling one over if one does not 
respect them. Enter a great mill and look 
about you. The machine which is nearest 
at hand is itself the illustration we seek. It 
is the embodiment of ascertained fact. As 
you stand and look at it and think of how 
it came to be you will find your mind run- 
ning back through a long series of facts 
which one by one were gathered often 
through many years and which have ended 
in the mechanism which you see. If it vrere 
not made in accord with the facts out of 
which it grew it would cease to work and 
become a helpless thing. If it is not used 
in accordance with the facts which control 


its service it ceases to be useful and 
becomes a helpless thing. It is made up out 
of i)ast facts. It is working out 
facts, and its product often points toward 
the development of facts which are tp 

We stand, you and I, whether in school or 
office or mill, in the midst of a constant evo- 
lution of facts and development of truth. 
The truth of yesterday is not that of to-day* 
The truth of to-day is but the parent of 
that which is to bo to-morrow. Prejudice 
nnd truth are enemi(«, and truth has no 
finer fask than that which it daily performs 
of doitroying prejudice. Where prejudice 
is, truth is so far excluded, for no jud|?*a3ent 
given in advance of known truth is either 
sound or safe. 

Let us not, however, go on as if we were 
pajniig mere verbal homage to a high ideal. 
Let us ])eeome practical in the matter. The 
relation men hold to truth, their respect for 
facts, tlieir use of facts, largely determines 
their place and power in life. We make 
progress in the business world not neces- 
sarily by research for facts but at least by 
oiilreach for them and by respectfid treat- 
ment of them when they are found. If the 
mill you are some day each of you to ruijL is 
not run in accord with the facts that 
environ that mill it will not run long, Nay, 
you may find the more obvious facts that 
should control the mill and by conforming 
to them may succeed a little. The arao^t 
of success will depend a good deal upon how 
far your vision goes in seeing the facts that 
surround you and on the extent to which 
your practise goes in using those facts. The 
man of broad mind sees more facts than he 
who has a narrower vision. Mental near- 
sight is usually not profitable. To be far- 
sighted is at times physically inconvenient 
but commercially has much in its favor. 
It is more e.ssential, however, that the eight, 
whether it be far or near, shall know a fact 
when it sees it and be ready to abandon a 
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pieado fact for a real one and to abide by 
the latter till further facta are found. 

These sn^estions are simple and pri- 
maiy, yet acceptance of them is all too rare. 
About all of us is a penumbra shutting out 
many truths we would do well to know. 
Amid the enlightened circle, which is per- 
haps not of the same size for any two of 
us, we walk with such light as we have. 
This perhaps leads ug normally to repeat 
that profound truth from Holy Writ, “If 
the light that is within you (or, I may add, 
about you) be darkness, how great is that 
darkness 

Facts have a cruel way of substituting 
themselves for fancies. There is nothing 
more remorseless, just as there is nothing 
more helpful, than truth. If your head 
comes in contact with the moving crank- 
shaft of an engine, the fact as to the rela- 
tive hardness of the two will be both pain- 
fully and speedily determined. Yet it 
would not do to argue that because the 
crank-shaft breaks your head it was a de- 
stroying force in the world. Sometimes 
the head itself is more of a destroying force 
ttan the unconscious mechanism which it 
has created. 

It is well, therefore, to be on the right 
side of the facts. This means that there 
are certain standards by which our opin- 
ions may be judged whether they are false 
or true. For the truth is not affected by 
what men think about it. Your or my un- 
belief in it does not make it loss the truth. 
It is a stem though kindly standard that 
thus is daily set against our judgments, and 
if you and I fail to meet the standard it 
does not hurt the standard but it does hurt 
us. Those are fine lines which run ; 

It foirtifies my soul to know 
Thst though 1 perish truth ib so; 

That hoWsod'er I stray or range, 

WhatoVr I Uo truth does not change. 

I steadier step when 1 recaU 

That though I slip truth doos not fall. 


Shall men be able to rely on you in your 
working life ? If so, it will he because they 
find by experience that in word and deed 
you meet the test of truth. Of one man we 
say he is fanciful ; of another that he is a 
dreamer; of another that he is a pessimist; 
and of a fourth, an optimist, and by all 
these things we mean certain shades of 
criticism Whereby we detect the departure 
from a certain mental standard of our own 
as to the relation a man should normally 
have to facts. 

Prejudice then, and half truths, and nar- 
rowness of view, and obstinacy of thought, 
these are all weights men carry in the race 
of life j expensive things, bringing at times 
both pain and poverty into his lot who tol- 
erates them. 

I have intimated in substance that mod- 
em industry is the utilizing of certain facts 
or the outgrowths of them for the produc- 
tion of other facts ; or to state it differently, 
that industry represents the practical ap- 
plication of tmth to life. If one passes 
from the field of industry into public life 
there is nothing which strikes one more 
forcibly than the degree of absence of this 
relation to fact. Our scientific thought, 
our industrial thought, our agricultural 
thought, even our artistic and literary 
thought either pays homage to the laws of 
truth which govern those activities or at 
least panders more or less unwillingly to 
the recognized power of the controlling 
truths. This condition does not prevail to 
an equal degree in the discussions of public 
life. Nothing strikes one, leaving a busi- 
ness atmosphere for that of public service, 
more than the inaccuracy in statement and 
in criticism which is there found. Around 
the table gather the board of directors of 
an industrial company. As the facts con- 
cerning the company's affairs are discussed 
it is usual for those present to speak of the 
business in which they are concerned with 
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accuracy and for the listeners to believe 
that they speak the truth as they know it 
1 mean no personal and certainly no sharp 
criticism when 1 say that this is far from 
being the case when men, perhaps even the 
same men, meet to discuss public affairs. 
The things which are at times currently be- 
lieved by many among us on various public 
subjects are not infrequently things that 
are not so, and criticisms are based and 
policies commended or condemned with 
astonishing frequency on the basis of things 
which are said to be but which do not exist. 
It is not throwing the standards of busi- 
ness discussion into excessively high relief 
to say that our public affairs would be 
vastly improved if the accuracy of state- 
ment and the courtesy when differences of 
opinion arise common in business circles 
could be transferred to public ones. This is 
not because the facts are not available, for 
most of them are such as are of public 
record. The condition exists in spite of 
these existing records, and often without 
consulting them. On a recent occasion it 
was my duty to point out that in a parsr 
graph from an address by a well-known 
man of affairs on certain public subjects 
not a single correct statement was made; 
yet the facts concerning which the state- 
ments were made were all of them avail- 
able on request and without expense. 

It must not be understood, however, that 
I am now making either a sweeping or a 
specific charge of untruthfulness or of de- 
sire to misrepresent. I am dealing with a 
condition and not with persons and a con- 
dition in which persons of unquestioned 
probity and honor constantly act and speak 
concerning public affairs without the pre- 
cise information on which they commonly 
act in private matters. This is not because 
they have ceased to be upright and truth- 
ful men, hut because the standards respect- 
ing facts do not seem to be quite the same 


nor is the same care always taken to ascer* 
tain the facts. There is no question in my 
mind that the gentleman whose remarks 
I had occasion to correct would in the 
management of a factory be scrupulously 
careful to learn the facts before he spoke 
concerning them to his board of directors. 
So far, however, as my knowledge goes^ 
though the records concerning the facts of 
which he inaccurately spoke are in the 
Department of Conunerce, no effort was 
made to ascertain them. 

Neither must it be understood that I 
single any one person out or any party or 
locality. It has been my experience that 
the same separation from the normal accu- 
racies of life has occurred with men of 
many yB.rymg views and of different local- 
ities when they came to speak of public 
matters. It seems to be a general and not 
a particular condition. 

I once noticed when having charge of 
portion of the highways of an important 
city that many citizens spoke as if they 
were intimately informed respecting the 
somewhat technical subject of street pave- 
ments. Possibly it is because we assume 
that our public affairs are easily grasped 
by all men without special inquiry concern- 
ing them that this habitual inaccuracy ap- 
pears in conversation and criticism. So 
far from its beii!g easy to know and under- 
stand our multiplex public matters I think 
it is true that many if not most of our 
citizens have but vague conceptions of what 
the actual detailed operations of the gov- 
ernment are. One is constantly requested 
in all goodwill and sincerity to do that 
which is impossible or even unlawful. I 
received but a few days since a numerously 
signed petition urging that the department 
enter upon a line of business not only un- 
known to the law but which would require 
an amendment to the constitution of the 
United States to make a law concerning it 
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possible. Possibly the fact that we have all 
been taught that power lies in a democracy 
with the people leads some to think that 
anything which some individuals desire is 
therefore both lawful and possible. 

Accompanying the comments based upon 
absentee facts are others which deal with 
assumed motives having no sounder basis. 
It is but a few days since the unconscious 
act of one in no way connected with the 
government was made the basis of a charge 
that an important service had sold itself, 
and was described in adjectives as lurid 
and abusive as they were wanting in basis. 

This is, however, neither a complaint of 
conditions nor a plea for relief, but a sug- 
gestion for helpfulness. No administrator 
worthy the name but welcomes candid and 
constructive criticism, and from many sides 
I have received comments and suggestions 
through many years that have altered 
methods and improved results. It is the 
fact of course that criticism and attack, 
having no basis in truth, pass by one as 
the idle wind which one respects not and 
has no result save to injure the influence of 
the critic who descends to such means, if it 
is consciously done. The problem that 
needs solution, however, is how to guide 
men who wish to speak clearly and accu- 
rately out of the all too petyading habit of 
doing neither when public business is con- 
cerned. It is, I believe, assumed that 
through the daily press we have a means 
of throwing light on all these things and 
one would be foolish to deny that much 
light is continually thus thrown. We must 
not, however, in justice to that press, forget 
that the nature of its service requires that 
what they print shall be of the day, daily, 
or almost of the hour, hourly ; that a thing 
to have news value must in some degree be 
new or, to have what is technically called 
* ‘punch/’ must have some element more or 
lees of the dramatic, or must have such a 


character as will arrest attention. Unfor- 
tunately for the public mind, much that 
needs to be known has neither character. 
The larger part of the useful and produc- 
tive work of a government department is 
not only nonpolitical but is continuous, 
developing steadily from day to day, sim- 
ilar in its character to the operation of a 
factory or a business, turning out a regular 
product which does not have in it always 
the appeal of the moment which gives it 
either ‘‘punch” or news value. 

These things, therefore, are not and in 
a sense can not be grist for the mill of the 
daily press even though they may be more 
important in the way of information than 
that which falls more truly within the 
class of the said grist. 

There is, therefore, something yet to be 
done in the way of bringing before the peo- 
ple who own the government the facts re- 
specting that government in its daily evo- 
lution. It has been a pleasure to me in 
more than one city (among them this one) 
to speak of the work of the Department of 
Commerce to busy men of affairs. It has 
interested and enlightened me to see how 
keen an interest has been taken and how 
much surprise has at times been shown on 
learning the facts. There is eveiy reason to 
believe that other departments than that of 
commerce contain as much if not more of 
interest to the average man. 

I should myself be guilty of inaccuracy 
if there is left in your minds any impres- 
sion to the effect that the press in any of 
its forms is deemed negligent of its duty to 
inform the owners of the government re- 
specting their own affairs. This does not 
seem to be the case. It is rather that aU the 
conditions are such that in a matter of 
grave importance to every one of us the 
necessary means of publicity for full knowl- 
edge by us all of our affairs Is not avail- 
able. We do not ignore the fact that maga- 
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«ine» of many kinda^ and frequ^jnt articles 
in numerous other publications, throw much 
light upon some of the operations of vari- 
ous public services, but there does not seem 
to be available any regular and systematic 
source of adequate knowledge as to what is 
regularly going on. Books, indeed, several 
of them, exist having this for their purpose, 
and they are good to have and read. Yet 
it is doubtful if any of them really fulfils 
its mission. Such an organization as the 
Chamber of Commerce of the United States 
continuously and with effect strives to per- 
fonn for the business world the function of 
giving knowledge concerning the govern- 
ment. It maintains committees which are 
in more or less frequent touch with differ- 
ent departments; it publishes a paper of 
much value; yet I doubt if its able and 
•effective officers would feel that their func- 
tion lay in the way of informing the whole 
public on all our governmental affairs or 
•even if they would say that they had as yet 
reached that state of perfection of infor- 
mation for their own share of our public 
that they themselves desire. 

The truth seems to be that in a republic 
where a knowledge of public affaire is more 
or less charged upon us all by the very 
nature of our institutions these same insti- 
tutions have grown so vast and far-reach- 
ing, 80 intricate in their operations, that it 
is, to say the least, extremely difficult for 
any one to follow them. Indeed, one might 
talk to you for two hours on the work of a 
single bureau of the Department of Com- 
merce without exhausting that subject, yet 
neither that bureau nor that department is 
among the largest there are. If to the 
burden thus imposed, happily without con- 
sciousness, upon the average man, there is 
.added that of understanding his own state 
and municipal affaire, plus the duties of 
liis own vocation, the responsibilities of the 
citizen of a republic would seem onerous 
jhdeed. 


It would undoubtedly, however, be push- 
ing our thought much too far to urge any 
such comprehensive view as the duty of 
any single man. For one such to follow 
the daily changes arising from the evolu- 
tion of our national government would be 
itself a serious task. The important thing, 
and the thing which unfortunately exists 
far too little, is to know accurately the 
things which we do know. How is this 
to be done? Each department is a great 
storehouse of facts which in many ways it 
strives to make known and to utilize. In 
dealing, as we in our department do, with 
the promotion of our foreign trade in one 
of our services, the problem is ever before 
us how to let the business world know what 
we are actually doing for it. Through 
branch offices, by use of press and plat- 
form, by the publication of a daily paper, 
by official reports, monographs, and such 
other use of the press as brings our annual 
total of expenditures for printing up into 
the hundreds of thousands of dollars per 
annum, we strive to inform the people. 
Yet we are conscious that much more needs 
to be done than is in fact accomplished. 
It is a common thing to have men say when 
this or that or the other thing is shown 
them, **I had no idea of this.^’ Speaking 
not long since t8 a prominent manufacturer 
of the work in behalf of manufactures of 
one of our great bureaus he said he had not 
even heard of the bureau. I do not mean 
that he was to blame. The fact is the means 
of informing our people on their own 
affairs, even in this land of printing presses 
and publications, either are not adequate, 
or if they are sufficient they do not for 
some reason perform the function. 

Possibly some may say that official re- 
ports Bte not so juicy a type of literature 
as to afford pleasant food for the mind, and 
no one who has had to write sudi a report 
would argue to the contrary. Nevertheless 



July 9, 1DJ6] 


8C1E7SCE 


4S 


the facts of the government's daily work 
are many of them of surprising interest. 
The discovery of a great unknown bed of 
edible scallops extending hundreds of miles 
along the Atlantic coast, the utilization of 
sea mussels for food, a use common in Eu- 
rope, hitherto neglected here but now 
springing into activity; the finding of great 
fishing banks close by the Oregon shore not 
hitherto known to exist, the maintaining of 
the pearl button industry by inoculating 
fish through a biological laboratory near the 
Mississippi River with a parasite which in 
time becomes the fresh water clam, the find- 
ing of decorative millineiy in the bottom of 
Long Island Sound in the shape of a primi- 
tive sea animal, which becomes beautiful 
when both dead and dyed — these are simply 
part of the ordinary routine work of the 
Bureau of Fisheries. It would be easy to 
go on in this same service and tell how a 
certain river perch lays a mass of eggs 
much larger than itself and how fish exist 
which are good for food yet are thrown 
away at a time when men complain of the 
high cost of living. One could go on for 
long telling of matters of this kind. They 
are facts which affect daily life sometimes 
to the extent of altering its conditions. 
Here a slight change in a government speci- 
fication opens a great marWt to American 
cements that were theretofore excluded; 
there a hint that a certain duty has been 
modified leads to the large exportation of 
coal. A few lines in print open the way to 
the shipment of hundreds of cases of glass 
abroad. The study of a ceramic chemist 
in the quiet of his laboratory produces a 
leadlesB glaze and destroys the evils of lead 
poisoning. Some work of the same man 
develops value out of hitherto useless clays 
and makes possible the production of porce- 
lain of a kind not made here before. 

It would be easy to run on. These are 


only faint indications of living matters 
of interest conducted by the public and for 
the public but of which the public does not 
get that close and intimate knowledge which 
it is desirable they should have, 

I have not touched upon the extent to 
which partisanship or passion may come in 
to modify facts or to obscure them. I re- 
gret that it should be true that half-truths 
should be as common among us as they are. 
Let us, however, deal to-day not witli 
matters known and controverted even 
though known but in part and that which 
is known used but partially. We have 
spoken rather of things of general interest 
that are not controversial but which in 
their aggregate mean the service that the 
people through their organized government 
are doing for themselves. 

You will doubtless observe I have pre- 
sented no remedy for the weaknesses that 
have been suggested. This is because I do 
not know of any panacea that will work 
any immediate or even extended cure. 
We are so busy in the actual work striv- 
ing to make the doing useful to those for 
whom it is done, so actively facing the diffi- 
culties of being as helpful as we desire, 
that we are perhaps more conscious of the 
struggle than prophetic of success in it. 
This is not a confession of defeat, for on 
the contrary much accomplishment is real. 
It is only when we measure what all of us 
who own our affairs would like to know and 
ought to know about those same affairs be- 
side the ability to inform them of those 
affairs that the task seems hard. 

A mental danger besets us all. It is that 
of parochial thinking. It is all very well 
for a man when he is dead to rest his bones 
within the qniet shades and encircling wall 
of some churchyard, but he needs a larger 
sphere while he is alive. Up to the time 
when a man leaves school to begin a man 's 
job in the world I suppose it may be said, 
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generally speaking, to be true that his mind 
has worked chiefly intensively. From that 
time on I suppose it to be true that the mind 
ahould work chiefly extensively. The point 
at which one method of thinking passes 
over into the other would be hard to trace. 
One can do extensive thinking in school and 
must do intensive work after assuming the 
work of life. None the less, generally 
speaking, I believe that the training of 
young manhood looks to the extension of 
thought in maturer life. Tou are not pri- 
marily going on to get facts out of books 
and out of the laboraloiy and out of the 
experience of others into your mind. You 
are to begin to take the facta which that 
mind has digested and to work them out 
into useful forms and into productive serv- 
ice, You have been perhaps the benefi- 
ciaries hitherto of the things which have 
been created and of the thoughts which 
others have worked out in the crucible of 
their own mental processes. You are now 
to become in a sense creators and to think 
both for yourselves and others. You have 
been one may say absorbers ; you are to be- 
come producers. Your value as men de- 
pends on what the product shall be. 

The country is not so greatly concerned, 
I venture to believe, with the amount that 
a man knows as it is with the use he makes 
of ^hat he knows. It does not want the 
maxx who, while hig body may live, still 
keeps his mind in a mental churchyard. 
One of the great phrases of the Old Testa- 
ment says; “Thou hast taken me and Thou 
hast set me in a large place ; ^ * and what the 
world needs is men who can think in great 
areas. It is neceasary but it is not sufficient 
to get the facte. One who would do a man’s 
job in the worl^ must through those facts 
serve his fellows. 

Think, if you please^ what the symmetry 
of life should be. It should not be narrow; 
it should not be crooked. It should be 


straight and square. It should be high, to 
keep out of the dust and mire. It should 
be broad that it may rest securely. It 
should be deep based on the eternal verities. 
It must not be low, for living things grow 
upward into the light. I would have you 
question all your life long whether this or 
that or the other form of alleged truth 
which is presented to you be so or not. If 
it is found not to be the truth I would have 
you reject it without regret and without 
fear of inconsistency, for there is some 
force in the statement that consistency is 
the virtue of weak minds. Truth is pro- 
gressively revealed and one must readjust 
himself in thought and action to the greater 
knowledge of truth that we ought contin- 
ually to gain. The man who at fifty 
thinks as he thought at thirty has mentally 
ceased to grow. If one’s mind is open to 
the light whencesoe’er it may fall, if one’s 
steps are guided by that light whither- 
soe’er it may lead, there is little to fear 
either as to treading the path safely or as 
to the place in the world to which it shall 
conduct one. 

William C. Redfield 

MINJCHAL PRODUCTION IN 1915 
“ The mid-year fiade the mineral industries 
of the United States generally prosperous and 
enjoying a revival of active development.” 
With this statement the director of the United 
States Geological Survey opens an official re- 
view of mining conditions as reported to him 
by the government geologists and statisticians 
working on this subject. This revival is par- 
ticularly true of some of the metals for which 
increased demands have been noted during the 
past six months. This country has been fiiot 
thrown upon its own resources for mineral 
products required and, next, given the oppor- 
tunity to supply the needs of foreign countries 
who hare offered us their trade. Comparative 
freedom from foreign competition and, in some 
important oases, increase of foreign markets 
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have stimulated production and a general 
mining advance has set in.” Summarizing 
the special reports at hand, Director Smith 
continues his review: 

The six months’ record in iron is reassuring 
in that hopes at the beginning of the year 
have been realized. Ore shipments from the 
Lake Superior mines have begun well, May, 
1916, showing a 30 per cent, increase over May, 
1914. The pig iron output is also promising 
in its steady increase month by month, so that 
a reasonable prophecy is for a greater total pig 
iron production for 1916 than for last year. 
Enlargement and extensions at the iron and 
steel plants furnish unmistakable evidence of 
returning business confidence. 

The half year period just completed has wit- 
nessed great changes in the copper industry 
and in every particular the improvement has 
been notable. Prices, output and wages have 
shown an upward trend, and prosperity is the 
word in the copper districts of the United 
States. 

The demand for spelter and lead, with the 
present high prices, have given a double im- 
petus to mining in the zinc-lead districts. In 
the Joplin region old mines are being reopened, 
new shafts are being sunk, and prospecting 
is most active. Smelters are pushed to capac- 
ity operation. The six months’ period has been 
altogether favorable for zinc ininea and 
Bmelters, and the June advance in the price of 
lead makes the outlook bright for all lead 
mining. 

In the minor metals, the first American 
mine to be extensively operated for molybde- 
nite has been opened in Colorado ; a tin smelter 
is reported as being built in New Jersey; and 
the Colorado tungsten mines are working full 
handed on full time; an antimony smelter in 
California has resumed operations and a new 
one has been erected in the same state to work 
California ores ; and antimony ores have been 
ehipped from Nevada and Alaska, The de- 
mand for quicksilver has increased with the 
result that the California, Nevada and Texas 
producers are expected to work at top capacity. 

An unusual feature affecting coal mining 
has been the loss of bunker trade at the At- 


lantic ports, which is only partially offset by 
increasing exports. Keporta from the west on 
the other hand show an increase in coal pro- 
duction over last year and in the east the coke 
output has increased considerably of late, thus 
showing at last the effect of the recent activity 
in iron and other metals. 

The petroleum production for the six 
months just closed is believed to exceed that 
for the corresponding period last year. Un- 
fortunately for the producers, this increase 
has not been in response to a demand expressed 
in higher prices. On the contrary the per- 
sistent flood of oil from the Oldahoma fields 
and from the new pools in Louisiana and Texas 
has prevented any permanent advance in 
price. 

ileports from the survey’s western oMces 
are in the main optimistic. Colorado already 
shows an increase in gold output over the same 
period in normal years, and while the six 
months has shown no increase in tonnage for 
other ores, there has been a large increase in 
value and the present high prices give the 
promise of increased mining activity during 
the rest of the year. Utah is expected to reach 
a record output end Nevada mines are being 
operated at usual capacity, with new activity 
on the old Comatoclc. The lead and silver 
production of Idaho has only recently been 
etlrnulated, but a large increase in zinc output 
has already been shown. In Montana, the 
copper mines have about reached normal con- 
dition, the zinc production already shows a 
notable increase, and the gold output will be 
larger. New Mexico reports increases in gold, 
silver and zinc, while load production has 
fallen off. The six months’ output of copper in 
Now Mexico was probably equal to one-half 
last year’s output, so that there is good expec- 
tation of a better total for the year. Arizona, 
as a copper state, has shown the usual im- 
provement during the six months, while the 
gold mines promise a record-breaking year. 
No large increase in Arizona’s output of lead 
or zinc is expected in 1915 over other years. 
In California some gain in gold yield is re- 
ported and copper conditions ore much im* 
proved over last year. Oregon shows a slight 
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increase in gold output; while in Alaska the 
outlook is good for increased output of copper 
as well as gold. More Alaska mines are on a 
producing basis this year and more dredges are 
in operation. 


TSM PACIFIC COAST MEETING OF TEE 
AMEBICAN ASSOCIATION 

Times and Places of Meeting . — The opening 
session of the Pacific Coast meeting of the 
American Association, for the presentation of 
the addresses of welcome and the response 
thereto, for announcements, and for the presi- 
dent’s address, will be held in San Francisco 
at 10:00 o’clock, Monday morning, August 2, 
in the Scottish Rite Auditorium, comer Sutter 
Street and Van Ness Avenue. The social re- 
ception to visiting scientists and their friends 
will occur on Monday evening in the reception 
rooms of the California Host Building, Expo- 
sition Grounds. The general sessions of the 
aflsociation, including three lectures on Pacific 
region subjects, will be held in San Francisco 
in the Scottish Rite Auditorium on Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday evenings. There will be 
no session or lecture on Saturday evening. 
The sessions of the association and of the 
affiliated societies on Wednesday, August 4, 
will be at Stanford University. It is expected 
that a special train will leave San Francisco 
at a convenient hour Wednesday morning for 
Palo Alto and return to San Francisco late in 
the afternoon. All other sessions of the week 
will be held at the University of California, 
in Berkeley. 

Registration and Information Offices , — The 
general headquarters of the association during 
convocation week, August 2 to 7, will be in 
the Hearst Mining Building, on the campus 
of the University of California, Berkeley, 
Secondary offices will be maintained: in San 
Francisco from Saturday noon, July 81, to 
Friday noon, August 6, in the Palace Hotel ; in 
San Francisco on Monday forenoon, August 
2, in the Scottish Bite Building, Sutter Street 
and Van Ness Avenue; and in Stanford Uni- 
versity on Wednesday, August 4. Members 
will secure badges and programs upon regis- 
tration. Mail addressed in care of the Hearst 


Mining Building, University of California, 
will be delivered as promptly as possible to 
those who have registered. 

Hotel Headquarters , — Local representatives 
of several of the oflMiated societies have an- 
nounced selections of hotel headquarters as 
follows : 

American Aatronomicul Society and the American 
Mathematical Society, Hotel Cliiremont, Berk- 
eley. 

American Physical Society, Hotel Claremont, Berk- 
eley. 

Geological Society of America, Paleontological So- 
ciety of America and Seismological Society of 
America, Hotel Shattuck, Berkeley. 

Botanical Society of America, Hotel Carlton, Berk- 
eley. 

Zoological Society of America and the Biological 
Society of the Pacific, Hotel Carlton, Berkeley. 
Entomological Society of America, Hotel Clare- 
mont, Berkeley. 

American Anthropological Association, Hotel Carl- 
ton, Berkeley. 

American Genetic Society, Hotel Claremont, Berk- 
eley. 

American Psychological Association, Hotel Plaza, 
San Francisco, Post and Stockton Streets. 
Archeological Institute of America, Hotel Bellevue, 
San Francisco, Geary and Taylor Streets. 

Railway Tickets , — Round trip special Expo- 
sition railway tickets at greatly reduced rates 
are available from all points to San Francisco, 
Los Angeles or San Diego as the destination. 
The price of tickets from points east of the 
Rocky Mountains is the same whether the 
destination be San Francisco, Los Angeles or 
San Diego. The trip going and returning 
may bo by the same route or by different 
routes, but the routes described on the tickets 
must be followed. Tickets from Chicago and 
farther east are valid going or returning via 
New Orleans. Tickets via Portland, Seattle, 
etc., involve a supplementary charge, concern- 
ing whioh the local railway representatives 
should be consulted. The baggage of those 
who intend to stay in Berkeley should be 
checked directly to Berkeley, California (by 
either the Southern Pacific or Santa Fe routes) 
instead of to San Francisco. All round trip 
tickets require validation for the return trip. 
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on the day preceding or on the day of de- 
parture. Validating agents will be found at 
the city ticket offices and the main railway sta- 
tions in San Francisco, Los Angeles and San 
Diego, at the Ferry Building, San Francisco, 
at the Southern Pacific Ferry Pier, Oakland, 
and at the Western Pacific Station, Oakland. 
A fee of fifty c^nts will be charged for the vali- 
dation of each ticket. 


AFPOII^TMENTS AT TEE EOCKEFEtLEE 
INSTITUTE FOE MEDICAL EE8EAECE 

Thk board of scientific directors of the 
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research 
announces the following appointments and 
promotions : 

Appointed an associate member: 

Br. James B. Murphy, hitherto as associate in tbo 
department of pathology and bacteriology. 

The following have been made associates: 

Br, Carrol G. Bull (pathology and bacteriology). 
Br. Frederick S. Jones (pathology and bacteriol- 
ogy)- 

Br. Clarence J. West (chemistry). 

Dr. Michael Heidelberger (chemistry). 

Br. Frederick M. Allen (medicine). 

Br. Oswald T. Avery (bacteriology). 

Miss Angolia M. Courtney (chemistry). 

Bt. Eduard Uhlenhuth (experimentaJ biology). 

The following have been made assistants : 
Br. Harold K. Faber (pathology and bacteriology). 
Mr. Chester H. Allon (chemistry). 

Mr. James K. Senior (chemistry). 

Mr. Glenn E. Cullen (chemistry). 

Mias Mariam Vinograd (chemistry). 

The following new appointments are an- 
nounced : 

Br. E. Werner Marchand, assistant in department 
of animal pathology. 

Br. Carl Ten Bioeck, associate in the department 
of animal pathology, 

Br. Herbert B. Taylor, assistant in pathology and 
bacteriology. 

Br. Oswald H. Robertson, assistant in pathology 
and bacteriology. 

Mr. Ernest A. Wlldman, fellow in chemistry. 

Br. Reginald Fits, assistant in medicino and assist- 
ant resident physician, 

Br. Arthur L. Meyer, aasistt^t in physiology and 
pharmacology. 


SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

SURdEON-GENERAL RtJPERT BlUE, of thfi 
Public Health Service, was elected president of 
the American Medical Association at the re- 
cent San Francisco meeting. 

Lord Fisher, former first sea lord of the 
British admiralty, has been appointed chair- 
man of an “ inventions board, which will 
assist the admiralty in coordinating and en- 
couraging naval science. 

Db. Viktor von Lanq, emeritus professor of 
physics at Vienna, has been elected president 
of the Vienna Academy of Sciences. The 
academy has elected as corresponding mem- 
bers Dr. Sven Hedin, the Swedish explorer, 
Dr. Max Planck, professor of mathematical 
physics at Berlin, and Dr. P. H. von Qroth, 
professor of mineralogy at Munich, 

Amherst College at its recent commence- 
ment conferred its doctorate of laws on Pro- 
fessor Benjamin K. Emerson, class of 1865, 
for forty-five years teacher of geology in Am- 
herst College. 

Sherburne Wesley Burnham, for twenty 
years professor of practical astronomy in the 
University of Chicago and astronomer in the 
Yerkes Observatory, was given the honorary 
degree of doctor of science, at the commence- 
ment of Northwestern University. 

In conferring the Harvard doctorate of 
science on Dr. Frank Billings, President 
Lowell said; Frank Billings, physician and 
citizen of Chicago; powerful in his profession 
and his community, who has inspired medical 
research, improved medical administration in 
hia own state and promoted a higher grade of 
medical education throughout the land.” 

General Wilhelm Ghonkr, head of the field 
railways of the German army, has been given 
honorary degrees by the University of Berlin 
and the Technical Institute of Stuttgart. 

. Among the fellows of the Royal Sanitary 
Institute recently elected are Dr. Julian Arce, 
director of the Department of Public Health 
of the Peruvian Republic, and Dr. Frank Fair- 
child Weebrook, president of the University of 
British Columbia, 



60 


SCIENCE 


IN. S. Vou xm* No* 1071 


Du. W. S. Thayer, of the Johns Hopkins 
Medical School, has been elected an overseer 
of Harvard University. 

The title of professor of horticulture^ 
emeritus, has been conferred by the Univer-* 
sity of California upon Edward J. Wickson, 
authority on the fruits, vegetables and flowers 
of California, a member of its agricultural 
faculty since 1880, and dean of the college of 
agriculture from 1909 to 1912. 

Pbofessob Charles Lee Crandall, of the 
college of civil engineering, Cornell Univer- 
sity, has retired from the faculty after a serv- 
ice of forty-two years, and has been elected 
professor emeritus. Both the board of trus- 
tees and the university faculty have adopted 
resolutions with respect to his retirement- 

Professor S. 0 . Lind has resigned the chair 
of general and physical chemistry in the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. He has already been ab- 
sent from the university for two years on leave 
as a member of the Denver U. S. Bureau of 
Mines Experiment Station, where he will con- 
tinue his work on radium. 

Db. Walter Rytz has been elected curator 
of the collections of the Botanical Gardens at 
Berne. 

Dr. Allen W, Freeman, of Richmond, Va., 
has resigned as assistant state health commis- 
sioner to become epidemiologist for the United 
States Public Health Service at Washington. 

Governor Walsh, of Massachusetts, has ap- 
pointed to the commission on terminal facili- 
ties in Boston, Professor 0. M. Spofford, head 
of the department of civil and sanitary engi- 
neering at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Professor Spofford recently fin- 
ished his work with the committee in Cam- 
bridge on a proper system of taxation for the 
city. 

A POSITION as research associate in pathology 
has been added to the department of pathology 
of the University of California for 1916-16 
through the gift of Mr. James K, Mofiltt, of 
San Francisco, a regent of the university. To 
this position will come Dr. H. T, Chickering, 
of the Rockefeller Institution for Medical Re- 
search. He will be associated with Professor 


F, P. Gay in investigations on the treatment 
of typhoid by the use of sensitised vaccine. 
This research associateship is in addition to 
a research associateship in pathology for 
which other donors a few weeks ago agreed to 
provide an annual gift of $1,200, and an 
eventual endowment of $26,000- 

Db. L. a. Bauer, director of the magnetic 
observatory of the Carnegie Institution at 
Washington, has presented to the Brown Uni- 
versity Library a complete set, Volumes I. to 
XX., of the Jourruil of Terrestnal Magneiism 
and Atmoaphcric Electricity, founded and 
edited by him. 

Mrs. Matilda Coxe Stevenson, for the last 
twenty-five years ethnologist in the Bureau of 
American Ethnology, died on June 24, at the 
age of sixty-five years. 

The Vassar alumnae of the early seventies 
have started a movement for the purpose of 
erecting a monument to the memory of Pro- 
fessor James Orton, who occupied the chair 
of natural history at the college from 1869 
until his death in 1877. Professor Orton was 
born at Seneca Falla, New York, in 1830 and 
was educated at Williams College and Andover 
Theological Seminary, In 1866 he was ap- 
pointed instructor in the natural sciences at 
Rochester University. In 1867 a scientific ex- 
pedition to the Andes and the River Amazon 
was organized under the direction of the 
Smithsonian Institution and Professor Orton 
was placed in charge. On his return he ac- 
cepted the chair of natural science in Vaeear 
College, which he occupied until his death 
eight years later on his third expedition to 
equatorial America. 

Fbederiok W. Spanutius died in Hastings- 
on-Hudson, on June 20, at the age of forty* 
seven j^ars. He was instructor in chemistry 
in the Pennsylvania State College, Iowa State 
University and Lehigh University. Later be 
engaged in industrial work and owned works 
at Hastings called the Pan Chemical Com- 
pany. 

Mb. F. H. NEVHiLE, F.R.S., late lecturer on 
physics and chemistry in Sidney Sussex Col- 
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leg^t Cambridge, died on June 5, in bis sixty* 
eighth year* 

Profkssoii F. C. Coop£H, for twenty years 
professor of chemistry in the University of 
St. Jolih’s, Shanghai, died on June 4, while 
on a furlough in England. 

Professor Pieter Zeeman, of the Univer- 
sity of Leiden, has died at the age of fifty 
years. His discovery of the effect of mag- 
netism on the emission of spectral lines and 
other work in physics, have given him distinc- 
tion. He received the Nobel Prize in 1902. 

The United States Civil Service Commis- 
sion announces an examination on July 13 for 
associate chemist, for men only, to fill a va- 
cancy in this position in the Bureau of 
Standards, Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington, D. C., at a salary ranging from $2,000 
to $2,500 a year. It is desired to secure elig- 
ibles having a thorough scientific training 
and several years^ ext)erienoe in the investi- 
gation of problems involving the chemistry, 
physical chemistry and metallurgy of metals. 
Candidates should be able to initiate and 
carry on independent research in the prepara- 
tion, analysis and properties of metals and 
alloys. Competitors will not be assembled for 
examination, but will be rated on education, 
experience and publications. Graduation, 
with a bachelor’s degree in chemistry, from 
a full four-years’ course at a college or uni- 
versity of recognized standing, and at least 
three years^ subsequent research work in the 
chemistry of metals and alloys, arc prerequi- 
flitea for consideration for this position. 

The Bureau of Standards has completed the 
plans for its new chemical laboratory build- 
ing, the cost not to exceed $200,000, for which 
appropriation wo* made by congress last win- 
ter. The architects, Donn and Doming, have 
drafted the Bpecifieations, which are about to 
go to press. It is expected that advertisements 
for proposals for the construction of this lab- 
oratory will be puWidied during June. The 
laboratory will be situated on Pierce Mill Road 
near Oonnectiout Avenue, in the northwest 
suburbs of Washington, B, and will form 


the seventh of the group of special laboratory 
buildings erected for the bureau. 

The International Commission on the 
Teaching of Mathematics has issued, through 
the Bureau of Education at Washington, from 
which it can be obtained, a bulletin on the 
teaching of elementary and secondary mathe- 
matics in the leading countries of the world. 
This bulletin, prepared by J. 0. Brown, sets 
forth the nature of the mathematics taught 
in every school year, from the first through 
the twelfth, in the standard type of school. 

The second annual conference of the Society 
for Practical Astronomy will convene August 
16, 17 and 18, at the University of Chicago, 
Cliicago, m. All persona interested in astron- 
omy, and friends of the science, whether mem- 
bers of the society or not, are cordially in- 
vited to attend the regular sessions of the con- 
ference, and will be made welcome there. The 
program will consist of papers from members, 
illustrated lectures an astronomical subjects, 
and conversazioni. For at least two of the 
evenings excursions have been planned to the 
Dearborn Observatory of Northwestern Uni- 
versity, in Evanston, HI., and to the (private) 
Potrajtys Observatory, in South Chicago, 111. 

Governor Hiram W. Johnson has declined 
to approve the anti- vivisection bill which waft 
passed by the California legislature at its last 
session. The committee on medical instruc- 
tion of the regents of the University of Cali- 
fornia, the deans of the California and Stan- 
ford medical schools, the biological and agri- 
cultural investigators, the medical profession, 
and many other citizens had. protested against 
the measure as an unwarrantable interference 
with science. In declining to approve the bill 
Governor Johnson announced that its pro- 
vision that any humane officer should be per- 
mitted to invade any scientific laboratory 
without a search warrant was an unconstitu- 
tional interference with personal liberty and 
the rights of privacy, 

A PARAGRAPH in the latest nuinlwr of Astro-* 
nofnisicho Nachrichten, No. 4,802, brings some 
encouragement as to the solidarity of science 
in contrast to the international animosities re- 
ported from Europe in the daily press. Pro- 
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feasor Albrecht begins his usual preliminary 
report on the international latitude service 
with the following words : " Although interna- 
tional undertakings in nearly all fields were 
subject to far reaching disturbances in 1914 
from the circumstances of the war, the inter- 
national latitude service happily suffered no 
interruption, and was carried out quite in the 
usual manner at all six stations. Further- 
more> since there were no appreciable delays 
in sending in the observing books [to the cen- 
tral office at Potsdam], the preliminary deriva- 
tion of the orbit of the pole could be under- 
taken in precisely the same maner as in previ- 
ous years.** It should perhaps be added that 
the six observing stations, on the parallel of 
latitude K. 39** 8', are at Mizusawa, Japan; 
Tschardjui, Kuasia; Carloforte, Sardinia, and 
in the United States at Gaithersburg, Md.; 
Cincinnati and Ukiah, Cal. 

The total production of explosives in the 
United State.s during the year 1914, exclusive 
of exports, according figures compiled by 
Albert H. Fay, of the United States Bureau 
of Mines, was 450,351,489 pounds or 225,126 
short tons, as compared with 500,015,845 
pounds or 250,008 short tons for 1918. The 
production for 1914 is segregated as follows: 
black powder, 206,099,700 pounds ; ** high ” ex- 
plosives other than permissible explosives, 
218,463,971 pounds; and permissible explos- 
ives 25,697,818 pounds. The figures represent 
a decrease of 23,839,831 pounds of black pow- 
der ; 23.932,573 pounds of high explosives, and 
1,987,952 pounds of permissible explosives, as 
compared with 1913. Mr. Fay says: ^^As ex- 
plosives are essential to mining, and the use 
of improved types of explosives tends to lessen 
the dangers attending this industry, the Bu- 
reau of Mines undertook the compilation of 
information showing the total amount of ex- 
plosives manufactured and used in the United 
States, its first report dealing with the year 
1912. The report for 1914 is therefore the third 
technical paper issued by the bureau relating to 
the production and distribution of explosives. 
In the year 1902 only 11,800 pounds of per- 
missible eiplosivea wore used in coal mining, 
whereas in 1913 the quantity so uaed was 21^- 


804,285 pounds, os compared with 19,693,892 
pounds in 1914. The quantity of permissible 
explosives used in the United States is larger 
than in a number of foreign countries. In 
1912 it represented about 5 per cent, of the 
total quantity of explosives produced, and in 
1914 5.7 per cent. The total amount of ex- 
plosives used for the production of coal in 1914 
was 220,622,487 pounds, of which about 8.9 
per cent, was of the permissible class as com- 
pared with 9.5 per cent, in 1913. 

The United States Coast and Geodetic Sur- 
vey, Department of Commerce, has issued as 
Serial No. 3, Special Publication No. 25, a 
quarto pamphlet of 69 pages entitled “Re- 
sults of Magnetic Observations made by the 
United States Coast and Geodetic Survey in 
1914,” by D. L. Hazard. This publication con- 
tains the results of magnetic observations made 
on land and at sea during the calendar year 
1914, together with descriptions of the stations 
occupied. Results are given for 385 stations 
in 289 localities, including an investigation of 
areas of marked local disturbance in Iowa and 
Minnesota. There is presented in tabular form 
a comparison of the declination results at 76 
repeat stations with the results of earlier ob- 
servations in the same localities. The results 
have been corrected to reduce them to the pro- 
visional international standard of the Depart- 
ment of Terrestrial Magnetism of the Carnegie 
Institution of Washington. The stations de- 
scribed are located in thirty-three states and 
territories, including Arizona, Alabama, 
Alaska, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Dela- 
ware, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Ulinois, Iowa, 
Louisiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, New Hamp- 
shire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsyl- 
vania, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Ver- 
mont, Washington and Wisconsin. Besides 
the scientific value of these obeervatiems, this 
work is of practical utility to engineers and 
surveyors, and particularly to those interested 
in retracing old property lines. Lo the early 
days and even more recently these lines were 
run with the compass almost exclusively and to 
rerun ihem a knowledge of the variation of the 
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oompasa at the date of surrey is essential. 
The volume will be supplied without charge 
to persona interested by application to the 
Division of Publications, Department of Com- 
moroe. 

The United States Coast and Geodetic Sur- 
vey, of the Department of Commerce, has re- 
cently published a report, called Special Pub- 
lication No. 24, which contains among other 
data the exact latitudes and longitudes of 
about six hundred stations in Alabama and 
Mississippi. There aro also given the correct 
distances between each two adjacent stations 
and the true bearings of the lines connecting 
them. Some of the stations arc natural or 
artificial objects such as mountain peaks, 
church spires and lighthouses but many sta- 
tions required special marks or monuments to 
preserve them. These are frequently metal 
tablets set into solid rock or blocks of con- 
crete. Complete descriptions of these marks 
and of the general locations of the stations 
with reference to other objects and to the fea- 
tures of the surrounding country are con- 
tained in the publication. Engineers and sur- 
veyors interested in any of the stations can 
easily find them from these descriptions. The 
publication also contains the elevations of 
those stations which are on high ground. The 
point of greatest elevation in Alabama, deter- 
mined by the Coast and Geodetic Survey, and 
probably the highest point in that state is sta- 
tion Cheehahaw, on the top of the mountains 
of the same name, which is 2,413 feet above 
sea level. This mountain is about nine miles 
south of the town of Oxford and its top is a 
point of the boundary line between Talledega 
and Olay counties. The Coast and Geodetic 
Survey is publishing its geodetic data for all 
states as rapidly as possible. Good progress 
has been made along this line and much valu- 
able information is contained in the records 
which are now available for free distribution. 
Copies of the above-mentioned publication, 
Special Publication No. 24, may be obtained 
by interested parties upon application to the 
« Division of Publications, Department of 
Commerce, Waahii^n, D. C. 


The total production of Portland cement in 
the United States in 1914, according to Ern- 
est F. Burebard, of the United States Geo- 
logical Survey, was 88,230, lYO barrels, valued 
at $81,789,868; the production for 1918 was 
92,097.131 barrels, valued at $92,567,617. The 
output for 1914 represents a decrease in quan- 
tity of 8,866,961 barrels, and a decrease in 
value of $10,768,249, The value assigned to 
the production is computed on the basis of 
92.7 cents a barrel, or the average value of 
the Portland cement shipped in 1914. The 
shipments of Portland cement from the mills- 
in the United States in 1914 amounted t<.> 
86,437,950 barrels, valued at $80,118,475, com- 
pared with 88,689,377 barrels, valued at $89,- 
106,976, shipped in 1913. This represents a 
decrease in quantity of 2,251,421 barrels, and 
in value of $8,988,500. The average factory 
price per barrel in bulk for the whole country 
in 1914 was 92,7 cents, compared with $1,006 
in 1913, a decrease of 7.8 cents a barrel. This 
price is about 11.8 cents higher than the aver- 
age price in the Lehigh district and is near 
the average price in New York, Illinois, Iowa, 
the southeastern states and the plains states, 
but falls 42.6 cents below the average price 
received in Ut*ih, where Portland cement 
brought the highest figure during the year. 
Among the states there were unimportant 
changes in rank as cement producers. Penn- 
sylvania and Indiana held first and second 
places respectively, as for many years, but 
k)th of these large cement-producing states 
suffered an appreciable reduction of output. 
In 1913 the output of California exceeded 
that of New York and lUinois, but in 1914 
this state dropped from third to fifth place. 
New Jersey dropped from seventh to ninth 
place, having been passed by both Michigan 
and Iowa in 1914. 

Ih an address before the Society of Sigma 
Xi, Northwestern University, February 18, 
1916, Joseph E. Pogue, associate professor of 
geology, discussed the relation between the 
gecdpgy, history and ethnology of turquois. 
Turquoia has played an important r51e among 
many peoples of the globe. From the dawn of 
civilioation down to the present it has found 
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& rariety of uses, both ornamental and reli- 
S^ona, and always held in hig^h esteem it has 
nome to be invested with many interesting’ 
superstitions and woven into numerous legends. 
The tombs of the earliest Egyptian kings have 
yielded jewelry of considerable beauty wrought 
of gold and inlaid with turquoises from the 
Sinai Peninsula. The inhabitants of China, 
Tibet and northern India have long valued the 
turquois and been lavish in its use, while the 
Persians and neighboring races of wostem Asia 
have from time immemorial drawn upon the 
famous Nishapur deposits near the Caspian 
Bea which furnished stones of the choicest 
'character. The Europeans during the middle 
^Bges and thereafter esteemed the Persian 
atones that came to them by way of Turkey* 
and the mineral was known in Europe even 
prior to the Christian era. The Aztecs of old 
Mexico, at the time of the Spanish conquest 
under Cort6s, employed turquois and chalchi* 
huitl,” an allied or similar stone of greenish 
hue* in many of their ceremonies, and a num- 
ber of remarkable turquois mosaics carried by 
the conquerors to Europe attest the skill and 
taste of these early Indian artisans. The 
Spaniards, on first penetrating the region now 
occupied by New Mexico and Arizona, lured 
on by reports of fabulous riches, found the 
turquois there too held in high regard, and re- 
cent excavations in the ancient pueblos and 
cliff-dwellings of these two states have reTealed 
a wealth of turquois ornaments that reflect 
considerable credit on the artistic ability of 
their makers. By virtue of its parallel use in 
parts of the Orient and America, and its curi- 
ous introduction into the lore of diverse and 
widely separated peoples, the turquois therefore 
carries considerable ethnologic interest. The 
wide use of turquois can be attributed to four 
factors; Its characteristic occurrence in desert 
regions, due to peculiar geologic conditions 
there obtaining, in positions of significant con- 
tact with early trade routes and lines of im- 
portant migrations; its presence at or near the 
surface in such occurrences, expediting its 
discovery by primi^va man; its comparative 
softness, enabling it to be easily worked with 
the crudest tools; and its distinctive color- 


range from the blue of the sky to the green of 
water and plants, making a strong psycho- 
logical appeal to uncivilized peoples, peculiarly 
fitting their religious ideas, and constantly sug* 
gesting symbolical application. 

The quarrying of slate is an important 
mineral industry closely connected with the 
building trades. The value of slate produced 
in the United States in 1914, including slate 
sold in squares for roofing and as slabs for 
milling and other uses, was $5,700, 78Y, accord- 
ing to A, T. Coons, of the United States Geo- 
logical Survey, in the chapter on slate from 
the report ^'Mineral Kesources, 1914.” This 
was a decrease of over 7 per cent, from the 
value of $6,175,476 for the output of 1913. In 
1914 the slate operators in general reported 
the demand for this material as good up to 
October, when the trade dropped off from 26 to 
60 per cent For the last twelve years the 
value of the slate output has remained prac- 
tically stationary, fluctuating slightly with 
changes in trade and financial conditions. As 
compared with the output in 1906, ten years 
ago, which was valued at $5,496,207, the out- 
put in 1914 shows an increase in value of only 
$210,580, or nearly 4 per cent. The largest 
output ever reported was in 1908, when the 
value of $6,316,817 was nearly 10 per cent 
greater than that of 1914, The average price 
per square of roofing slate in 1914 was the 
highest ever recorded — $4.08. This represents 
an advance of 89 cents in ten years. Pennsyl- 
vania, Vermont, Maine, Virginia, New York, 
Maryland, New Jersey and Utah, named ac- 
cording to rank of output, were the states pro- 
ducing slate in 1914. Pennsylvania produced 
over 68 per cent of the total output and Ver- 
mont about 26 per cent Nearly 73 per cent of 
the value of the slate produced represented 
roofing alarte, which is sold in squares*” each 
square containing a suifieieut number of 
pieces of slate to cover 100 square feet on the 
root The output of roofing ^ate in 1914 was 
1,019,663 squares, valued at $4*160,883, the 
average price being $4.08 per square. Penn- 
sylvania’s output represents about 69 per eeot 
and Vermont’s 39 per cent of the value Hi the 
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roofing-slate production of the United States. 
Virginia was the only state whose output 
showed an increase. Milling slate, including 
slate used for blackboards, school slates, elec- 
trical work, table tops, and sanitary and other 
structural work, decreased from $1,714,414 in 
1913 to $$1,545,955 in 1914. There was an in- 
crease in the material sold for blackboards and 
a decrease in school slates and other mill stock. 

The United States Geological Survey has 
just issued, as Water-supply paper 358, a re- 
port on the water resources of the Rio Grande 
basin from 1888 to 1913, by Robert Follans- 
bee and H. J. Dean. Systematic study of 
run-off in the Rio Grande basin was begun by 
the federal government near Embudo, New 
Mexico, soon after the passage of the act of 
October 2, 1888, which authorized the organi- 
zation of the irrigation survey under the di- 
rection of the United States Geological Sur- 
vey. A camp of instruction for hydrographers 
was established near Embudo, and at this camp 
and the gaging station near by the methods of 
stream measurements now in general use 
wore systematized. In the spring of 1889 addi- 
tional stations were established on the Rio 
Grande near Del Norte, Oolo., and El Paso, 
Texas. From this beginning the work of 
measuring the waters of the Rio Grande basin 
has been expanded not only by the Geological 
Survey acting alone, but by the survey in co- 
operation with tbo American section of the 
International Water Commission and the 
state engineers of Colorado and New Mexico. 
At the end of September, 1913, records had 
been obtained at 93 gaging stations. The re- 
port contains not only all data concerning 
stream flow in the Rio Grande basin collected 
by the survey and cooperating parties but also 
records furnished by individuals connected 
with private interests. Since 1909 the state 
engineer of Colorado has cooperated in the 
maintenance of the stations in Colorado. 
From 1907 to 1912 the work in New Mexico 
was carried on under the immediate super- 
vision of the territorial engineer. During the 
latter part of 1912 a cooperative agreement 
was mapde with the state engineer. 


VNIVSMITY AKD EDUCATIONAL NEWS 

Ma. James J. Hill has given $125,000 to 
Harvard University to endow a profeaeorahip 
of transportation in the Graduate School of 
Business Administration. 

A THUS? fund of $100,000, the proceeds of 
which are to be divided between the William 
Pepper Clinical Laboratory of Medicine and 
the Latin and Greek department, is bequeathed 
to the University of Pennsylvania under the 
will of Samuel Dickson, of Philadelphia, 

The Hahnemann Medical College of San 
Francisco has offered to convey all its property 
to the University of California, and has pro- 
posed to cease separate instruction. Instead 
two professorships are to be maintained in the 
University of California Medical School in 
homeopathic materia medica and in homeo- 
pathic therapeutics, the financial provision 
therefore to be made, for the next two years, 
by the homeopaths. The instruction in 
homeopathic materia medica and homeopathic 
therapeutics will bo offered as elective courses. 
In all other respects students wishing eventu- 
ally to become homeopathic practitioners will 
receive exactly the same instruction in the 
University of California Medical School as all 
of its other students, 

Dh. Frank Thillt, professor of philosophy, 
has been elected dean of the College of Arts 
and Sciences, Cornell University, for a term 
of two years. He was nominated by the faculty 
and was elected by the trustees at tbte board’s 
meeting on June 15. He succeeds Professor 
E. L. Nichols, whose term has expired and who 
will spend next year in the far east. 

Dr. Bailey Willis, of the U. S. Geological 
Survey, Washington, D. C., has been appointed 
head professor of geology in the Leland Stan- 
ford Junior University, filling the vacancy left 
in this department wKen Dn John C. Branner 
became president of ilie university. Profeesor 
Willis will take up his new duties with the 
opening of the school year in September. 

Dr, W. F. R. Phillips, of the University of 
Alabama, has accepted the chair of anatomy in 
the Medical College of South Carolina. 
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Db. AtWHT H. Wrkiht, iuBtructOT in neu- 
rology and vertebrate zoology in Cornell Uni- 
versity, has been promoted to be assistant pro- 
fessor of zoology. A^rthur A. Allen has been 
appointed assistant professor of ornithology in 
the college of agriculture. 


DISCUSSION AND COSSBSPONDSNCE 

EliBArEXTARV MGGHANIOS 

To THE Editor of Soienok: Four or five 
years ago we received several letters from our 
physics friends criticizing our discussion of 
NwtOn^s laws of motion. One of these criti- 
cisms related to our use of the term “un- 
balanced force/^ If action and reaction are 
always equal and opposite they must balance 
each other, as some people seem to think, or 
in other words, it must be impossible for a 
body to be acted upon by an unbalanoed foroe! 

We swear by God of Simplicity ! A mule 
pulls forward on ft cart with a force A, and 
the ground pulls backwards on the cart with 
a foroe B, J£ A and B are equal, the cart is 
acted on by balanced forces; but if either is 
greater than the other, the forces are un<* 
balanced and the cart gains or loses velocity. 
The force with which the mule pulls on the cart 
and the necessarily equal and ow>osite force 
with which the cart pulls backwards on the 
mmle can not balance each other because they 
do not act on the same body. You can not 
keep a thief from setting your pooketbook in 
motion by hanging tenaciously to a lamp post! 
and yet the ideas of action and reaction which 
are soberly held by many of our most pretenti- 
ous teachers of mechanics mean exactly that 
when reduced to intelligible terms 1 Some of 
those who make a mess of action and reaction 
are like the Missouri purist who would wish 
to invent a fancy way of saying that Iowa is 
north of Missouri in order to avoid a verbal 
battle with the man from Iowa who insists 
that Missouri is south of Iowa. 

Another matter has entered into the recent 
disGuseion of elementary mechanics in Soibnoe^ 
namely, the question as to the fundamental 
equations of dynamics. Professor Huntington^ 
is certainly wrong in claiming that the funda- 

iSomNca, Pebniary S, laifi. 


mental facts of Newton's second law are oov^ 
ered by the statement that the acceleration of 
a given body is proportional to the aeeeleratiikg 
force. 

It is very important to distinguish clearly 
between the conventional content and the ez- 
X>erimental content of Newt<m'g second law of 
motion concerning the accelerating e£Fect of 
an unbalanoed force. There at^ two® more 
or Jess distinct points of view concerning this 
matter as follows: 

1. We may adopt the stretch of a spring as 
the basis of force measurement. Then to a 
fair degree of accuracy experiment shows that 
the acceleration of a given body is proportional 
to the accelerating force; and experiment also 
shows that the acceleration which is produced 
by a given unbalanced force is inversely pro- 
portional to the mass of the accelerated body. 
In this statement tbe mass of the body is 
understood to be the result obtained by weigh- 
ing a body on a balance scale. 

2, We may agree to consider one force as 

* Some physicists are inclined to a third point 
of view which makes nearly the entire content of 
Newton second law conventional. The ratio of 
two forces is defined as the ratio of the accelera- 
tions produced by the respective forces when 
they are made to act, one at a time, on a given 
body (experiment only can show that the ratio 
60 measured is the same whatever body be used); 
and the ratio of tbe masses of two bodies is de- 
fined as the inverse ratio of the accelerations pro- 
duced in the respective bodies by a given force 
(experiment only can show that the ratio so meas- 
ured is the same whatever force be used). From 
this point of view it is considered as a discovery 
that the ordinary eenturiee-old balance scale can 
be used to measare materials t 

Consider any operation which always yields the 
same numerical result when applied to a given 
batch of sugar, but which yields a different nu- 
merical result when applied to a part of the 
batch, fikich a numerical result can be used as a 
measure of the quantity of sugar, and if any 
such operation yields an invariant numerical re- 
sult of extreme precision that particular opera- 
tion should be taken as the quantitative definition 
of moss, if mass is to mean quantity of matter; 
but we should newer forget Idsat the adoption of 
any particular measure is essentiatiy arbitrary. 
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twice aa great as another when it will produce 
twice as much velocity per second when acting 
on a given body. It follows from this agree- 
ment that the acceleration produced by an un- 
balanced foroe is proportional to the force 
if the mass^ of the accelerated body is given; 
and experiment $hows to an extreme degree of 
precision that the acceleration produced by a 
given force is inversely proportional to the 
mass of the accelerated body. In this state- 
ment the mass of the body is understood to be 
the result obtained by weighing the body on 
a balance scale. 

The great advantage of the second point of 
view lies in the fact that the accelerating 
effect of a force affords a aalisfactory basis for 
precise force measurements; and the only ad- 
vantage of the first point of view is that the 
stretch of a spring is easily measured and 
easily connected with our muscular sense. 

The experimental content of the second 
point of view as above outlined may be derived 
from the simple experimental fact that two 
hrichs fall with the same increasing velocity 
and therefore with the same acceleration as 
one hricJe, Fig. 1 shows the pull of gravity F 
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on one brick of mass m, and the acceleratitm 
produced is a. Fig. 2 shows the pull of grav- 
ity on two bricks of mass and the 
acceleration produced is o. Now suppose we 
reduce the force on the two bricks to half the 
value it has In Fig. 2, then according to our 
agreemeat* the aooeleration produced will be 

» Strictly, if the accelerated body is given, be* 
Cause experiment only can show that a given 
force will produce the same acceleration in dif* 
fereut bodies of the Same mass. 

^Oar agreement to consider F as half as great 
whsn a is half as great does not, in all strictness, 
ajpply hero. Of couree we can, by definition, con- 


halved, as indicated in Fig. 8. Then by com- 
paring Figs. 1 and 3 we see Uiat the accelera- 
tion produced by a given force is halved if the 
mass of the accelerated body is doubled. 

The accelerating effect of an unbalanced 
force is the starting point of the science of 
dynamics, and the importance of the above 
discussion can not be overestimated. It must 
be remembered, however, that there is an ex- 
tremely wide variety of effects which forces 
produce. Thus one may exert a steady pull 
on a body to overcome and keep the 

body in motion; one may exert a steady pull 
on a spring to keep the spring stretched; a 
ball bat exerts a groat force on the ball in 
setting the hall m motion; steam is condensed 
into water when it is compressed ; ice is partly 
melted when it is compressed; and so on. 

Another matter which is always dragged 
into every discussion of elementary dynamics 
is the distinction between mass and weight, 
and although men like Professor Hoskins^ are 
never confused thereby, others are confused 
hopelessly. 

By a certain weight of material we nearly 
always mean in everyday life an amount of 
material as measured by a balance scale. Thus 
we speak of ten pounds of sugar or five tons 
of coal as weigiits of these substances. This 
popular meaning of the word weight is the 
precise and accepted meaning of the word mass 
as used by scientific men. Goal dealers and 
scientific men use the same units of mass, 
namely, the pound or the kilogram, whereas 
a diminishing group of engineers would have 
us measure coal in terms of what John Perry 
has, in semi-ridicule, called the “slug,” tlie 

aider the pull of the earth on one brick to be half 
as great as the pull of the earth on two bricks, 
hut experiment only can show that the pull of the 
«arth on one brick would, If applied to two 
bricki, produce half as much acceleration ae the 
puU of the earth on two bricks I This statement 
and the statements given in the previous footnotes 
are intended to convey some idpa as to the im- 
mense amount of experimental fact there is in 
Newton’s second law of motion, however we may 
attempt to simplify it by agreements as to for- 
mal definitions. 

sSciKNOE, May 7, 1915, pages C84r-685. 
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amount of material which would be accelerated 
at the rate of one foot per second per second 
by the gravity pull of the earth on a one-pound 
body at 45® nortli latitude and at the level of 
the sea. 

The word weight according to scientific 
usage means the force with which the earth 
pulls on a body, end it can be expressed most 
intelligibly in dynes or poundala. 

Many teachers of engineering conform to 
the popular usage in that they employ the word 
weight to designate the absolutely definite and 
invariant result which is obtained by weighing 
a body on a balance scale, and to get what they 
call the “ mass ” of the body they divide this 
fio-callod weight by the acceleration of gravity 
which is a variable! They do not remember, 
as Professor Hoskins does, that they should 
use the value of tlic acceleration of gravity at 
a certain place which has been agreed upon, 
and this is equivalent to saying that they do 
not understand what they are doing when they 
divide by We wish indeed that the 

thing were as simple as Professor Hoskins 
thinks^ it is, namely, a mere matter of dividing 
by 32.1'740; and of course it is just that simple 
— ^to the man who understands it. 

W, S. Fbanklik, 
Bahry MaoNutt 

t*EK-WlSOONSIN GLACIAL DRIFT IK THE BOSTON 
BASm 

To THE Editor of Science ; During the past 
few weeks exposures have been made in con- 
nection with extensive excavation work in the 
city of Boston where one, and possibly two, 
pre- Wisconsin drift sheets have been un- 
covered. 

The evidence consists of a zone of extremely 
weathered material beneath the Wisoonsin 
drift, an erosion unconformity, different type® 
of deposits, a slight trace of an interglacial 
soil, some interglacial subsoils, and an appar- 
ent difference in direction of the source of 
included debris: It was possible to determine 
with some accuracy the zone of post- Wiscon- 
sin oxidation, and the final shaping of the 

«See footDote on page 685, SbiXNCs, May 7, 
1915, 


ridge in which this evidence was found ap- 
pears to be due to the re-advanoe of on ice 
sheet which slightly contorted the uppermost 
water! ain materials. The axis of this ridge is 
accordant with the direction of the stris of 
the last glacial advance in the region. 

A paper is now in preparation covering in 
more detail this important clue to older Pleis* 
tocene deposits in eastern Massachusetts. 

R Preston Wentworth 

Harvard University 

A SERIOUS NEW WHEAT RUST IN THIS COUNTRY 

On May 21 of this year, a party represent- 
ing the office of cereal investigations of the 
IT. S. Bureau of Plant Industry discovered 
the yellow leaf rust (Puccinta glumarum 
Eriks, and Henn.) of wheat on several vari- 
eties of wheat in a field in the vicinity of the 
Indian school at Sacaton, Ariz. The pres- 
ence of the rust was first called to the atten- 
tion of the party by Dr. F. K0lpin Ravn, of 
Copenhagen, Denmark, temporarily employed 
by the TJ. S. Department of Agriculture in 
consultation with officials of the department 
on cereal diseases. At about the same time, 
A, Q. Johnson found the rust also on Hordmm 
murinum in southern California. The rust 
was not afterwards found on wheat anywhere 
in California, but later, during Juno, was 
found in considerable abundance at various 
places in Oregon and Washington, and to 
some extent in Idaho, and a very few speci- 
mens at Bozeman, Mont., and Logan, Htah, 
Up to July 1 it has not been seen anywhere 
east of the Rocky Mountains, In Oregon and 
Washington the rust was also found on barley, 
and at Pullman, Wash., it was found by the 
writer on a species of wild grass as yet un- 
identified. 

In various minor ways Dr, Ravn has been 
of great help to the cereal pathologists, but tibe 
discovery of the presence of this rust is a par- 
ticularly interesting example of the benefit re* 
suiting from a cooperation of foreign botanists 
occasionally in the investigation of problems 
in this opuntiy with which such men are al- 
ready acquainted in their own country. This 
rust being common in Europe and usually the 



JULY 9, 1915] 


SCIENCE 


59 


most serious one^ it was readily detected by 
Dr, Ravn, and after calling it to the attention 
of others it was not at all difficult to recognuBe 
it again. 

It has always been a matter of surprise to 
the writer that this rust has not occurred in 
North America before, the rust being so com- 
mon in Europe and samples of wheat con- 
stantly passing back and forth. Nevertheless, 
its existence this season in such abundance in 
portions of Oregon and Washington makes it 
evident that either the rust has increased with 
remarkable rapidity or has already existed in 
the country for several years. The latter, if 
true, would be in face of the fact that it is 
easily distinguished from other rusts and that 
pathologists have been actively studying the 
rusts of tho country. Further details of the 
occurrence of tho rust will be reported later. 

M. A. Oarleton 

July 3, 1915 

SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

A Study of the OrbiU of Eclipsing Binaries, 

By Harlow Shapley, 6ontributions from 

the Princeton University Observatory, No. 

3,1916. 4to, Pp. vii + lt6. 

In astronomical literature one of the most 
frequent subjects refers to the ** orbit” of a 
heavenly body. In fact, for a long time a 
standard topic for a doctor’s thesis was tho 
determination of the definitive orbit of a 
comet Here the task of the candidate was to 
derive from observations, made in all parts of 
the world, the best possible numerical values 
for the six elements or constants which de- 
fine the path of the comet as a conic section in 
space with the sun at the focus. Other classes 
of orbits are those of visual dotjble stars, 
spectrosoopic binaries, and finally, as in the 
work under review, we have what may be 
called photometric orbits, since the results are 
based upon observations of the light variations 
of stais. 

Even to those familiar with the subiect, the 
atnoont of mathematical analysis that has 
been baaed upon the changes of some of the 
Tariable stars is a source of wonder. As an 
illustration may be mentioned the famous 
Star Algol, whic^ has been subject of half 


a dozen extended monographs, scores of papers 
and literally tens of thousands of observations. 
The special importance of Ihe stars whose 
variations are due to the eclipses of large dose 
companions is due to the fact that these sya- 
tems give us the only satisfactory clue to the 
actual diameters of stellar bodies. The theory 
of such oases has been well understood for a 
long time, but recently Professor H. N, Rus- 
sell, of Princeton University, has developed a 
new method for determining the elements of 
eclipsing binaries. He recognizes the fact that 
measures of the light of stars ore seldom if 
ever accurate to one per cent., so that approxi- 
mate and graphical methods are sufficient for 
any case that can arise. In essence his method 
consists of solving not directly for the ele- 
ments of a double system, but for the best 
light-curve that will represent the observa- 
tions, and then the characteristics of the 
system are easily computed from the curve. 
A aeries of papers on this general subject have 
appeared by Russell and Shapley, and the pres- 
ent contribution summarizes much of the 
previous work. Though not so stated, it is 
understood that this is a thesis for the doctor’s 
degree, with subsequent additions to bring the 
work into complete form. 

Whereas formerly an exhaustive study of 
one star was thought to be quite a piece of 
work. Dr. Shapley with the new metibods has 
undertaken and carried through a pretty thor- 
ough discussion of 90 eclipsing stars, or all for 
which any sufficient data exist at the present 
time. We learn that the discussion of a single 
object required not less than a day, nor more 
than two weeks. Even though nearly all of 
the observational material was already avail- 
able, it was a considerable task of mere rou- 
tine to get it together, and one of the advan- 
tages of this memoir is that it will serve as on 
index to the best sources of information son- 
ceming any particular star. 

There is a vast difference in the quality and 
completeness of the data fer different systems, 
and many of the numerical results are avow- 
edly only rough, or perhaps even guesses. In 
particular, the proportion of light which comes 
from the fainter component, as indicated by 
the secondary eclipse, has to be assumed in 
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the majority of cases. As practically every- 
thing else depends upon tliis guess, the f urthw 
disouBsion is for many stars only an indica- 
tion Off what may be true. This limitation is 
well enough understood by the author, but 
there is danger that a casual reader, on seeing 
the array of tabular results, will infer that all 
of the numbers rest upon a secure observa- 
tional basis. 

The title of the work is something of a mis- 
nomer, as in the table of so-called orbits we 
find for each system, in addition to the char^ 
acteristics of the light variation and relative 
paths of the bodies, the radius of each in terms 
of the distance between them; the proportion 
of light given by each component; their den- 
sities; constants giving the approximate shapes 
of the ellipsoids produced by tidal action ; and 
finally the hypothetical dimensions and paral- 
lax of each system, based upon certain assump- 
tions. There is omitted, however, the quantity 
which may be rigorously derived, namely the 
mean density of the system, which does not de- 
pend in any way upon an assumption as to the 
total mass, or how it is divided between the two 
bodies. Russell and Shapley were the first 
to take into account generally the probable 
darkening of stellar disks toward the limb, 
such as exists in the case of the sun, and 
throughout this work the results are given os 
based upon the alternative or limiting cases 
of apparently uniform disks, and of boflies 
completely dark at the apparent edge. The 
convenience of the description leads to such 
anomalous terms as a " uniform orbit ” and a 

darkened density.” 

It has been fairly well known that the fainter 
component of an eclipsing system is likely to 
be the larger, but Shapley now points out that 
this is due to the manner of observational 
selection. The most usual cases actually 
existing consist of systems with small faint 
companions, the apparent preponderance of the 
other tfpe being due to the fact that large 
companions produce greater variation in light, 
and hence are more readily discovered. 

Thanks to the work of the Harvard Obser- 
vatory, the spectra of most of the eclipsing 
stars have now been classified, and one of the 
most interesting results comes in the relation 


between spectral class and density. Shapley 
finds that the white stars of the Orion and 
Sirian type range from slightly less than the 
solar density to 1/100 of this amount; but 
among the yellow stars, having the same 
spectrum and presumably the same surface 
conditions as the sun, there are densities rang- 
ing from throe times larger than the sun’s to 
only 1/100,000 on the solar standard. This 
extreme range in eight stars needs to be sup- 
plemented by more data, but so far as it goes 
the evidence supports Russeirs contention that 
there are two cIebsob of yellow and red stars, 
the so-called giants and dwarfs, the latter be- 
ing much more condensed than the former. 

The use of hypothetical parallaxes may not 
appeal to some students of exact science, but, 
after all, the assumption that a double system 
has twice the sun’s mass, combined with a rea- 
sonable estimate of the surface intensity of a 
star with known spectrum, gives valuable in- 
formation. Most of these eclipsing systems 
are at such great distances that direct meas- 
urcB of parallax are absolutely hopeless; and 
since the computed distance varies only as the 
cube root of the assumed mass, good CBtimates 
of probable average distance are obtained. The 
general inference from the eclipsing binaries 
confirms the conventional view that the uni- 
verse of Stars is more extended in the direction 
of the Milky Way than at right angles to 
that plane. 

The general discussion of results oorers 
twenty quarto pages, but a summary on a 
single page would have been welcome. In fact, 
there is some diificulty in the reader’s getting 
all out of the work that is actually there; for 
instanoe, there is no discussion showing what 
is a normal or average eclipsing binary. 
Using Shapley’s data, the reviewer finds it 
probable Aat the preponderant type of eclips- 
ing systMn consists of two bodies with a dis- 
tance between centers of about five times their 
average radius, a period of four days, and a 
mean density 1/20 that of the sun. 

In view of the present rate of discovery of 
eclipsing stars, and the prospect of many more 
additions from the list of spectroscopic bi- 
naries, the new methodB of treating the obeer- 
vational data are especially wdoome, and oil 
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told the work at Princeton as illustrated by 
the contribution under review, marks an im- 
portant advance in this department of 
astronomy. Joel STEBBms 

An Index to the Museum Boltenianum, By 
William Healey Ball, Smithsonian Publi- 
cation No. 2360, 1915, 8vo. Pp. 64. 
Barely has the credit of a great life’s work 
approached more perilously near oblivion and 
still be cnroscued and enshrined in proper set- 
ting, than did that of the conch ologist J. F. 
Bolten, of Hamburg. His life was practically 
his collection, systematically arranged, large, 
beautiful. In the arrangement of his collec- 
tion he followed his own system, far in advance 
of that proposed previously by LinnsBus. An 
outline manuscript was prepared of this system, 
and some illustrations were prepared by an 
artist-friend, Schulze by name, but death de- 
prived the work of the artist’s aid, and Bolten's 
infirmities prevented the prosecution of the 
undertaking. The outline of the system pub- 
lished by the family in 1798 after Bolten ’s 
death would only have been of value to the 
world as showing the size of the Bolten col- 
lection had not a second friend, Roeding by 
name, seen to it that specific names were ac- 
companied by references to Graelin’s ‘^Sys- 
tcma” and to the figures in the Conohylien 
Cabinet and elsewhere. In 1819 another edi- 
tion serving as a sale catalogue was published; 
but both editions have long ago become very 
scarce and well-nigh forgotten. Again, a third 
friend, Br, Ball, in a distant land, united a 
private donation with a small grant from the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science and had the same turned over to Sher- 
bom and Sykes of the British Museum (Nat, 
History) who brought out a phototypic copy 
of the edition of 1798 (1906). Now, we have 
before us finally an elaborate and conveniwit 
index to this edition prepared by the same 
thoughtful friend and published os noted 
1 ^ 0 ve by the Smi Ionian Institution. It is 
naturally to be regretted that funds did not 
permit of the publication of the index with ■die 
volume, but neverthelesB there is real satis- 
faction in feeling that the work is now in 


available form and tbe labors of Bolten shall 
not be forgotten. O. B. Harris 

Paleontological Laboratorv, 

CJOBNELL University 


TBE PROCEEDINOa OF TBE NATIONAL 
ACADEUr OF aCIENCES 
(NUMBER 6) 

The sixth number of Volume 1 of the Pro* 
ceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
contains the following articles : 

1. Confirmatory Experiments on the Value of 
ike Solar Constant of Baddation: 0. Q. 
Abbot, F. E, Fowls and L. B. Aldrich, 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, B, C. 
Observations at Mt. Wilson from sunrise 

until ten o’clock and records obtained by a 
recording pyrheliometer attached to sounding 
balloons rising to the altitude of 24 km. con- 
firm the value 1.93 calories per square centi- 
meter per minute previously obtained for tbe 
radiant energy received by the earth from the 
sun, 

2. Variaiion of Flower Size in Nicoliana: 
T. H. Qoodspred and R. E. Olausbn, Be- 
partment of Botany, University of Cali- 
fornia. 

Buring five years of study of the inheritance 
of flower-size in Nicotiana, it has-been found 
that the flower-size is not so constant as it has 
been assumed to be, but is affected by a num- 
ber of conditions, some of which may not effect 
the length and the spread of the flower in the 
same manner. 

3. Retention in the Circulation of Dextrose in 
Normal and Depamcfeaiized Animals ^ and 
the Effect of an Intravenous Injection of an 
Emulsion of Pancreas upon this Retention: 
I. S. Kleiner and S. J. Meltzer, Depart- 
ment of Physiology and Pharmacology, 
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research. 
In normal animals the circulation possesses 

the ability to get rid readily of a surplus of 
dextrose injected intravenously. This ability 
is impaired in the absence of the pancreas, but 
can be temporarily restored by intravenous 
injections of pancreas emulsion. Such injec- 
tions, moreover, are capable of reducing the 
hyperglycsemia due only to depancreatizatiou. 
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4^ Parthenocarpp and ParihenoffenesU in Nieo~ 
iiana: T. H. Goodspebd, Department of 
Botany, University of California. 

Mrs. E. H. Thomas found frequent cases of 
parthenogenesis in Nicotiana; but other ex- 
perimenters have been unable to verify these 
results. The present investigation, conducted 
upon the particular strains of tobacco of which 
seeds were furnished by Mrs. Thomas, shows 
that in those strains parthenocarpy is a fre- 
quent occurrence and that parthenogenesis is 
also peculiar to this variety. 

6. Exogamy and the Classificatory Sysiem of 
Belationship : E. H. Lowie, American Mu- 
seum of Natural History, New York City. 

The exogamous factor must have been a real 

cause in moulding the kinship terminology of 
at least some so-called classiEcatory system. 
This conclusion is reached by a study of the 
character of two Siouan tribes, the Crow and 
Hidatsa. 

6* Solution of an Infinite System of Differ- 
ential Equations of the Analytic Type: 
F. E. Moulton, Department of Astronomy, 
University of Chicago. 

K the number of mutually gravitating bodies 
in the universe is infinite, and if beyond a 
finite number of them their initial distances 
from one another increase with sufficient 
rapidity as the number of bodies increases, 
there is a rigorous, though limited, solution of 
the problem of infinitely many bodies. 

7, Sex Baiio in Pigeons, together with Oh- 
servations on the Laying, Incuhation and 
Hatching of the Eggs: L. J. Colb and N. F. 
KmKPATBTCK, College of Agriculture, Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. 

A seven-years^ study of Inheritance in pi- 
geons leads to the conclusion that the normal 
ratio of the sexes of pigeons hatched is 105 
males to 100 females; that the number of uni- 
sexual broods exceeds the number of bisexual 
broods; that there is no tendency for first- 
laid eggs to hatch males and second-laid eggs 
to hatch females; that there is a correlation 
between the time of hatching the second egg 
and that of laying the first; that the birds 
continue to set beyond the normal period of 
incubation if the eggs do not hateb. 


8. Vividiffueion Experiments on the Ammonia 
of the Circulating Blood: A. Eohde, De- 
partment of Pharmacology, Johns Hopkins 
Medical School. 

The generation of ammonia in shed blood 
occurs in the non-difiusible constituents of the 
blood. 

9. 126 Paraholic Orhiis of Meteor Streams: 
C. P. Olivter, Leander McCormick Obser- 
vatory, University of Vii^ginia. 

Although the most important feature of this 

investigation is the calculation of 120 para- 
bolic orbits, the most interesting result is the 
final proof of tho connection of the Halley^s 
and f} Aquarid meteors. It is further con- 
cluded that radiants are not stationary, 

10. The Basal SUurian Formations of Eastern 
North America: C. Sohuchkkt, Peabody 
Museum, Yale University. 

Medina, Cataract and Brassfield are to be 
retained as names for independent marine 
faunas and formations, 
n. A Method of Obtaining Complete Oermina- 
nation of Seeds in (Enothera and of Record- 
ing the Residue of Sterile Seed-like Struc- 
tures: B. M. Davis, Department of Botany, 
University of Pennsylvania. 

By sowing seeds upon pads of filter papers 
placed in Petri dishes and thoroughly soaked 
and by keeping the culture under unvariable 
temperatures rapid germination was obtained. 
12. The Osmotic Pressure of the Ions and of 
the Undissociated Molecules of Salts in 
Aqueous Solution: Stuart J. Batbb. 
Throop College of Technology, Pasadena. 

The author shows how the partial osmotic 
pressures of the ions and of the unionised 
molecules can be calculated by thermodynamio 
principles from the freezing-points and con- 
ductance-ratios at a series of oonoentrationa. 
The reeulta show that in general the osmotic 
pressure of univalent ions is considerably 
gmaller and that that of the undissociated mol- 
ecules is very much larger than would be re- 
quired by tibe osmotic-pressure law of perfect 
solutions. 

IS. The Extension of the Spectrum hepond the 
Schurnarm Region: Theopore Ltvan, Jeff^ 
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son FhysicaJ Laboratory, Harvard Univer- 
sity. 

The author has been able to reach the wave- 
length A 600, and finds 7 or 8 lines in the 
helium spectra between A 900 and A 600, some 
of the lines being fairly strong. 

14. Unepmmeirical Lines in Tube- Arc and 
8parlc Spectra as an Evidence of a Dts^ 
placing Actior^ in these Sources; A. S. Kiko, 
Mount Wilson Solar Observatory, Carnegie 
Institution of Washington. 

The observed ofiects seem to be harmonized 
by considering as a necessary condition the 
presence of electrified particles moving at high 
velocities, these being produced in the arc and 
spark by the strong potential-gradients and in 
the tube-arc by the large consumption of 
energy. 

15. On the Factorization of Various Types of 
Expressions: Henry Blumberg, Depart- 
ment of Mathematics, University of Ne- 
braska. 

The methods of E. H, Moore’s “General 
Analysis ” are applied to giving a uniform 
central theory for factorization of different 
scries of expressions, 

16. The Direction of Rotation of Sunrspot 
Vortices: George E. Hale, Mount Wilson 
Solar Observatory, Carnegie Institution of 
Washington. 

Of the two spots in the typical spot-pair the 
preceding spot in the low-latitude zone is 
counter-clockwise north, and clockwise south, 
of the equator; corresponding to the direction 
of the rotation of terrestrial tornados. In high 
latitudes the signs are reversed, giving a re- 
sult which is likely to prove significant hi 
future studies of the sun. 

17. Some Vortex Experiments Bearing on the 
Nature of Sun-Spots and Flocculi: G. E* 
Hale and G, P. Luokky, Mount Wilson 
Solar Observatory, Carnegie Institution of 
Washington. 

Some of the phenomena of single and mul- 
tiple sun-spots can be imitated by simple labo- 
ratory experiments in which vortices are 
formed in a water tank with an atmosphere of 
smoke above the water, gnoh experiments 
may assist in accountiirg for certain char* 


acteristic structures and motions of the solar 
atmosphere. Edwin Bidwbll Wilson 

EOTMS ON METEOBOLOGT AND 
CLIMATOLOGY 

THE WEATHER ELEMENT IN AMERICAN CLIMATES 

Climate may be defined os average weather. 
Thus Professor R. DeC. Ward is fully justi- 
fied in opening a discussion of the climates of 
the United States with a chapter on the 
Weather Element in American Climates.^ 
Winter weather is characteristically change- 
able. The rapid motions of strong cyclones 
and anticyclones, with the sun low in the heav- 
ens, places the weather primarily under cy- 
clonic control. On the other hand, in sum- 
mer, when cyclone activity is weak and the 
fiun is high in the sky, the weather under the 
regular solar control is much the same from 
day to day. In spring and autumn, the inter- 
play of these two controls is strikingly appar- 
ent. A cyclone approaches, giving rise to 
easterly winds, cloudy weather and rain, with 
a falling barometer. The solar control van- 
ishes. However, as the storm passes and west- 
erly winds follow, the clouds break away and 
the diurnal control again dominates. 

Weather types depend largely on the origin 
of the winds which flow towards passing cy- 
clones. Thus, on the eastern coast easterly 
winds are usually damp and Westerly ones 
dry. In winter, the easterly and southerly 
winds are wanner than those from the west 
and north, but in summer the west winds are 
generally warmer than the east. The same 
holds true for the central valleys and great 
plains except that the oast winds of summer 
are often warm. Furthermore, the winter cy- 
clones fail to bring much precipitation to the 
great plains because of tho prevailing cold. 
On the Pacific coast, west winds are damp and 
equable; while the land winds from the north 
and east are dry, and bring the extremes of 
temperature. 

The frequency with whicli different weather 
types occur, depends primarily on the paths 
and frequency of cyclones. In winter, cyclone 
paths cover practically the whole United 

t Annals of the Assodatuin of American Geog- 
rapherSf Vol IV., 1916, pp. 3-54. 
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States and cyclones are numerous in the 
Boutlu With the approach of auinmer, the cy- 
clone paths move northward with the advance 
of the STin. Thus, in summer, cyclones gen- 
erally move along the northern border of the 
United States. On account of this migration 
of cyclone paths it is evident that the north- 
erly and easterly types of weather arc more 
frequent in winter than in summer. 

Through the masterly treatment of his sub- 
ject, Professor Ward makes an effective attack 
on the tendency to describe climates without 
a thorough consideration of the weather ele- 
ment. 

TYPES or STORMS OF THE UNITED STATES AND 
THEIR AVERAGE MOVEMENTS* 

This monograph by E. H. Bowie and R. H. 
Weightman, of the Weather Bureau, consid- 
ers the cyclones of the United States from the 
forecaster's point of view. The 2,697 cyclones 
shown on the morning and evening weather 
maps for the years 1892-1012 inclusive are 
here ably classified and discussed. The data 
in the voluminous tables are also presented 
on charts showing for each five degrees square 
the number, direction and speed of movement 
of storms classified by regions of origin and 
by months. The West India cyclones are 
strikingly portrayed on monthly maps show- 
ing their average movements for each 24 de- 
grees square. 

The discussion, although only ten pages 
long, is well supported by the 21 years of cy- 
clones and the writers* wealth of experience in 
forecasting. The immediate control of the 
types of cyclones and their movements is ap- 
parently exerted by the subpermanent high " 
in the middle latitudes of the North Atlantic 
and by the center of action known as the 

Aleutian low.” When the former is well 
developed, the lows and highs usually move 
along high latitudes; and stable temperatures 
above the seasonal average are experienced 
over the eastern half of the United States. 
When the Aleutian low is well-developed and 
south of its normal position, cyclones enter 

2 Jfo. Weather Bev, Supplemenif No. 1, 87 pp.; 
114 charts, November, 1914. 


and cross the United States in low latitudes 
and are aocompanied by stormy weather and 
great alternations in temperatures. Appar- 
ently, the cyclones entering the country from 
the west and north are offshoots from this sub- 
permanent low. 

The authors have indicated how the move- 
ments of cyclones are apparently closely con- 
nected with the temperature, wind, and rain 
conditions in the vicinity of the cyclonic cen- 
ter. Also the general pressure distribution 
and pressure changes influence cyclones. 
These connections are of direct value not only 
to the forecaster but also to the meteorologist 
studying the dynamics of cyclones. 

METHODS OF CLIMATIC PRESENTATION 
Equiptuves or Isomers . — In the Scotiiak 
Oeographicail Magazine, July, October and 
November, 1914, and February, 1915,® Mr. B. 
C. Wallis has presented the monthly rainfall 
of Africa, Australia and the eastern United 
States by means of equipluves (lines which 
show the rainfall in proportion of the annual). 
The maps of Africa and Australia afford ex- 
cellent examples of the value of this method. 
In spite of the almost total lack of rainfall in 
parts, the maps show the monthly importance 
of the rain there as elsewhere. Thus the 
swing of the tropical and subtropical rain 
belts with the sun is shown more clearly than 
on maps of actual rainfall. 

In the eastern United States the rainfall 
intensity as well as the actual amount of pre- 
cipitation depends on three factors: (1) the 
swing of the sun,” which has its most marked 
effect farthest from the sea; and is character- 
ized by summer rains and winter dryness; (2) 
the proximity of the ocean, which, by causing 
heavy rainfall, makes to some extent the effect 
of insolation ; and (3) local temperature condi- 
tions vrhieh have their most marked effect in 
causing variations in the months of maximum 
and minimum intensity of rainfall. 

Dr. H. R. Mill and Mr. Carle Salter, of the 
British Bainfall Organization, have applied 
much the same method to the study of the 

s See also Ma. Weather Bev., January, 1015> pp. 
n-24. 
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tain^ll pf Qreat Britain.* In 'winter (Decem- 
ber, January and February) the hi^rhest rain- 
fall percentages are found in the southwest 
portions of the British Isles; for there, the 
comparatively warm, moist ocean winds are 
cooled on reaching land. In spring, 'with the 
rise of land temperature relative to that of the 
ocean, there is generally deficient rainfall, the 
highest percentages occurring in the east. 
For the summer quarter, the eastern percent- 
ages rise to more than 30 locally while those 
in the west remain below 25. In autumn, the 
rainfall exceeds 80 per cent, of the annual 
total on the coasts of England and Scotland 
while the maximum is less intense in Ireland. 
Such maps, free from the confusing details of 
the actual rainfall distribution, are well fitted 
for exhibiting tlie seasonal rainfall variations. 

Thermal Anomalies. — Of two methods of 
indicating thermal anomalies, the first, and 
that most generally used, is to construct iso- 
nonialous lines which show the difference be- 
tween the temperature of a place and the mean 
for its latitude — ^no account being taken of 
the relative amounts of land and water. In the 
Scottish Qeographical Magazine, July, 1914 
(pp. 356-363), Mr. B. C. Wallis has presented 
apparently the first monthly maps of thermal 
anomalies of the world. The negative anom* 
alies of the continents in winter become posi- 
tive in summer, while the positive anomalies 
of the oceans in winter change to negative. 
As the northern hemisphere eummer ap- 
proaches, there is a weakening of anomalies 
throughout the world, a feature due to the 
unequal distribution of land in the two hemi- 
spheres. 

The other method of computing thermal 
anomalies is based on the difference between 
the temperature of a place and the tempera- 
ture its latitude would have if the hemisphere 
were wholly land (if the place is on land) or 
wholly water (if the place is marine in loca- 
tion). These anomalies Mr. J. Lianar calls 

true thermal anomalies.'*® Thus such figures 

« ‘‘Isomeric BalnfRll Maps of the British Isles, 
Quart. Jour. Hoy. Meteorological Soc., January, 
pp. 1-44. 

* Meteorological Zeitsekr., February, 1915, pp. 
09-78. 


give a true measure of the degree of land ot 
ocean influence, but do not necessarily show 
the diffejrence in temperature between one place 
and another in the same latitude. The accom- 
panying table indicates the sea level tempera- 
ture of the different latitudes of land and 
water hemispheres: 


L*t 

0 

10 

20 

j 30 

40 

Jjand 

83.7° C. 

32.6 

20.3 

23.8 

15.8 

Water 

28.9 

28.2 

21.0 

37.3 

32.3 

Difieronce 

9.8 

9.4 

8.3 

6.5 

8.5 

Lat 

1 50 

GO 

70 

HO 

TO 

Land.... i 

5.4 

— 7.5 

— 39.7 

— 3t3.1 

— 28.3 

Water ' 

j 5.6 

~ 2.1 

-- 9.0 

— 12.2 

13.6 

Difierenoo 

1 —0.2 

— 5.4 

— 10.7 

- 13.9 

-14.8 


Land in any latitude is generally colder 
than if the earth were entirely land. The ex- 
ceptions are Europe, North Asia south to 60® 
and western North America. At 70® N., 
Greenland has a great positive anomaly of 
17.3® 0. and the northwest coast of Norway 
one of 22.1® C. The greatest negative anom^ 
alies are on land near the equator. The oceans 
are mostly too warm for the latitude but the 
anomalies are smaller than those on land. 
Areas of negative anomalies are the south 
Atlantic and south Indian oceans, and the 
west coasts of North and South America. The 
anomalies show clearly the transportation of 
warmth by air and water. 

Climatic Profiles. — So many elements are 
now sho'wn on separate climatic maps that it 
is difficult to get general impressions of cli- 
mates. Dr. K. Mahler® has proposed the use 
of climatic profiles as a remedy. To illus- 
trate he has chosen three profiles in India. 
Curves of mean temperature, air pressure, pre- 
cipitation, cloudiness, relative humidity and 
vapor pressure are placed one above the other 
over a profile of land relief. In such a single 
picture the fluctuations of the climatic means 
are easy to determine and compare. Dr. 
Mahler suggests (as did Henry Gannett in 
1902, Monthly Weather Review, April, 1902) 
the establishment of lines of observatories 

s Verein f, ErJkunde, Dresden, Mitteilungen bd. 
2, pp. 745-48; 3 pi., 1933. 
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along oharacteriBtic profiles. In this way, at 
slight expense we might be able to gain a more 
complete understanding of the climatology 
of a region. 

VON HANNAS LEHEBUOH 

Metereolooibts in this country welcome the 
completion of Dr. Julius von Hann’s “Lehr- 
buch der Meteorologie,*^ third edition."^ This 
monumental bibliographical text-book takes 
its place at the head of works on meteorology. 
The full title is : “ Lehrbuch der Meteorologie 
von Dr. Julius von Hann, Professor an der 
Univeraitat Wien, Dritte unter Mitwirkung 
von Professor Dr. Suring (Potsdam) umgear- 
beitete Auflage. Leipzig, 1916, Chr. Herm. 
Tauchnitz. Pp. xiv + 847, 28 pi., 4 tables, 
108 figs, in text. Price 36 marks* 

Charles F. Brooks 

Office or Farm Management, 

Washington, D. C. 

SPECIAL ABTICLES 

A CULTURE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE PIMA AND 
PAPAGO INDIANS 

In an expedition for the anthropological de- 
partment of the American Museum of Natural 
History to the Southwest in the winter of 
1901-1911, a number of new facts were ob- 
tained during a comprehensive study of the 
textile arts in two dozen villages of v the 
linguistically related Papago and Pima tribes, 
which soon will be fully treated in a forth- 
coming publication of the American Museum. 

All who bad previously gone among these 
tribes reported that the coiled basketry bearing 
the conventional black designs is the same in 
the two tribes. The existence of a marked 
difference had eluded former students, but was 
disclosed by an intensive study of their textile 
arts. The identity of Pima and Papago bas- 
ketry was a natural inference, as there is con- 
stant trading between them, and in many of 
the Papago huts ate to be found, along with 
their own coiled baskets, those of the Pima, 
obtained by exchange for other articles made 
exclusively by the Papago. 

TEeview by Professor B. deC. Ward, Somnoe, 
November 27, 1904, pp. 786-86. 


The discovery of a distinct Papago eoiled 
ware is a vital point, since it gives an indi- 
viduality, a distinct place, to Papago coiled 
basketry, setting it apart from coiled ware of 
other tribes. The distinguishing features 
when compared with Pima baskets, appear in 
shape, in substantialness of build, and in de- 
sign: for the base of these old bowls and trays 
is fiat and broad, in contrast to the narrow 
base of the Pima; the walls are thick, firm, 
and in strong spherical curves, in opposition 
to the thin, pliable walls in more subtle, deli- 
cate curves of the Pima; the designs reversed 
and on a horizontal and vertical plan, con- 
trary to the active, spiral arrangement of the 
Pima. I learn from Dr. Fewkes, who has 
made an extensive archeological study of the 
region, that this cultural differentiation may 
be regarded as an important discovery in con- 
nection with the problem of correlating archeo- 
logical data from the prehistoric people of the 
same area. 

The expedition was fortunate in securing 
some very interesting material, among which 
was an old Pima sleeping mat, which long ago 
ceased to be made for lack of material, since 
the white man has cut off tlie water supply 
from the headwaters of the few rivers along 
which the rush, Phragmitia comm/unia, used 
to grow. There was also obtained a Papago 
ceremonial food bowl, used only when the 
medicineman goes upon religious pilgrimages 
for the sacred salt found below the Mexican 
boundary. On these journeys his food con- 
sists of pinole, eaten from this water-tight 
basket- bowl, out of which he also drinks. An- 
other even greater acquisition was six Papago 
medicine baskets enclosing the magic aocea- 
Bories for curing the sick and also for con- 
trolling the weather: two of these were rain 
baskets, one contained medicine for healing 
rheumatism and the diseases of old age, an- 
other a remedy for fever, still another for 
keeping off the Apache, whom tliey very much 
feared, and the sixth a white powder given to 
infants and their parents to secure protection 
during life from evil spirits. 

Mart Lois EjsssUi 

New York 
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NEW 0MLEAN8 UEETING-^AMEEICAN 
CBSmCAL BOCIETE^n 

pmSlOK OP FEfiTILIZlCB CHBMISTBY 
E, Breckenridge, chairman 
E. B. Carpenter, secretary 
J. E. Bbeckenbidoe: The Availability of Organic 
Nitrogen. 

H. C. Mooeb: BesulU of Some Cooperative Work 
on Determination of Sulfur in Pyrites. Some 
Observations on Details of Manipulation; 
Sources of Error and on Barium Sulfate as Pre- 
cipitated Under Different Conditions. 

F. R. Pember and B. L. Hartwell: The Activity 
and Availahility of Insoluble Nitrogen in Per- 
tiliffers Determined by Chemical and Vegetation 
Tests. 

F. W. Zerban: Fertilisers for Field Crops in the 
South, west of Alabama, (tiantom.) 

B. B. Ross: The Determination of Potash in Fer 
tilizers. 

O, S. Fbaps: Effect of Lime and Limestone upon 
Acid Phosphate. 

BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY DIVISION 
Carl L. Alsberg, e/wiman. 

I. K. Phelps, secretary 

C. li. Alsberq: The Control of Coiton-seed Prod- 
ucts. 

There is great economic waste due to deteriora- 
tion of cotton seed. This deterioration is due to 
the storage of much of the seed in presence of 
moisture. This excess of moisture loads first to 
loss of substance bj respiration, then hj fermen- 
tation and heating. Both respiration and spoil” 
age affect particularly the oil, as they are accom- 
panied by saponification and the formation of un- 
eaturated fatty acids of low molecular weight. 
Too little attention has also been paid in the 
traffic in seed to the relative proportion of oil, 
hull, protein and moisture in the seed. In order 
that this waste be avoided seed should be dealt in 
on the basis of content of moisture, oil and hull 
content. Quality, in other worAs, should determine 
its sale. This can only be accomplished by more 
careful grading, and by purchase on the basis of 
the grades. 

C. 0. Bass: Em^tin a Specific Eemedy for Alveo- 
lodenial Pyorrhea. 

Recent investigation hag shown that an ameba, 
Endameba bucealis, ie present in all lesions of 
alveolodental pyorrhea. There is abundant evi- 
dence indicating that this parasite is the specific 
cause of the disease. The endamebts are in the 
vety bottom of the pyorrhea pocket and burrow 


to some extent into the diseased tissue in search 
of certain cells which are the food of the parasite. 

Emetin is so antagonistic to amebm that it de- 
stroys most or all the endamebaa lu a large per- 
centage of cases, whenever given in the doses in 
which the present form may be employed — hydro- 
chloride. In a considerable percentage of cases 
failure is met. The object of this paper is to 
make the suggestion that some other form of 
emetin may be prepared which can be used in 
larger doses, will cause less local irritation where 
injected, or perhaps may be more amebicidal than 
the hydrochloride. 

Chas. Mann : Palmetto, a Bioohmivtcal Study. 

The prime object of this investigation waa to 
ascertain the facts relating to the formation of 
the so-called volatile oil in the fruit. The basic 
for this part of the investigation was laid by two 
experiments made by Professor J. U. Lloyd, one 
made in 1890, and the other started in 1890 but 
not completed until 1900. 

The laboratory experiments have clearly demon- 
strated that the ethyl esters of the fatty acids, 
found in the berries both free and as glycerides, 
are not the product of biochemical processes of the 
plant, but are products formed after the fruits 
have been separated from the plant and have been 
preserved in a peculiar manner. It has also been 
demonstrated that the enzymes found in the fruit 
are not necessary to explain the formation of 
these esters which result by condensation without 
the intervention of enzyme or other so-called cata- 
lytic agent. 

Most, if not all, of the other experiments grew 
out of this central problem. It is hoped that the 
manuscript will soon be published as one of the 
bulletins of the University of Wisconsin. 

Emerson R. Miller and Jemison Mims Mosley: 

Folaftle Otis of Some Species of Solidago. 

Solidago rugosa Mill. The fresh flowering herb 
yielded 0.4 per cent, of oil which distilled mainly 
below 185®. Probably composed chiefly of the 
dextro- and levo -rotatory forms of a-pinene with 
smaller amounts of two other terpenes. 

Solidago odora Aif, Average yield from the 
fresh flowering herb, 1.84 per cent, of oil. The 
chief interest here centers in the methyl chavicol 
which constitutes about 75 per cent, of the oil. 
Other constituents are; terpenes, 10-16 per cent.; 
eaters, about 3 per cent, calculated as bornyl ace- 
tate; borneol and probably another alcohol, the 
total free alcohol being about 3 per cent., calcu- 
lated as borneol; a small amount of volatile fatty 
acids, at least three; a small amount of non-vola- 
tile acid. 
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KmSkbon B. Millee; yolatile Oils of Several 

Species of Eupatorium, 

Eupatorium capillifolnm (Lemb,) Small. Of 
eonsidei'able interest owing to its abundancei 
yield of oil and especially its chief constituent, 
the dimethyl ether of thymobydroquinone, form- 
ing 50 to 60 per cent, of the oil. Other constituents: 
terpenoB (20 to 25 per cent.), consisting of one or 
more phellan drones and another terpene, prob- 
ably d-a-pinenej borneol; hornyl acetate, other 
esters; acetic acid, other volatile fatty acids, prob- 
ably butyric, valerianic and caproic; linalool (?); 
traces of salicylic acid and an unidentified white 
solid. Only two otlior plants known to yield 
above named ether. 

E. Serotinum Michx. yield 0.4 per cent. Phys- 
ical properties of oil indicate mainly sesquiter- 
penes, 

E. perfoliatum L. Very small yield of a slightly 
bluish-green oil. 

E. hyssopi folium L., E. purpureum L., yielded 
no oil by steam distillation. 

Abstract from Bulletin No. 693, University of 
■Wisconsin. 

Emerson R. Miller: The Volatile Oil of Achih 

lea Millefolisim L. 

Because of its beautiful deep blue color this oil 
is of interest apart from any practical value it 
may have. 

In addition to the high boiling constituent the 
oil contains the following: l-o-pinene, d-a-pinene, 
Mimonene, I-bomeol, bcamphor, cineol, two alde- 
hydes, salicylic acid, acetic acid, two other vola- 
tile acids, at least one non-volatile acid, a high 
boiling compound and a compound of mint-like 
odor. 

The blue constituent was obtained from both 
the leaves and flower heads, but is contained in 
very small amount in the former. 

Submitted for publication as a University Bul- 
letin, University of Wisconsin. 

Emerson B, Miller : Some Volatile Oils from the 

Oenus Fyenanihem/um, 

On account of their aromatic qualities this is a 
very attractive group of plants. 

In the order named the yield of oil from the 
fresh fioweiing herb of the following species was 
0.7-0.8 per cent; 1,2-1.38 per cent.; 0,5-0w7 per 
cent. 

FyonantherMim TulHs Benth. Constituents: 
o-pinene, Oo — 46.7°, 16-20 per cent: cineol, 60- 
60 per cent.; geraniol, linalool (f) together, 15- 
20 per cent.; salicylic acid; acetic acid and other 
volatile fatty acids; esters calculated as geronyl 
acetate, 1-2 per cent. The oil from a form of this 


species contained 50-53 per cent, of olefinic terpene 
alcohols, largely geraniol and 7-8 per cent, of ester 
calculated as geranyl acetate. 

P, incanum (L.) Michx. This oil contained 90- 
92 per cent, of ketone, consisting largely, if not 
entirely, of pulegone. 

P. lasiceolatum Pursh. Constituents: carvacrol, 
13-53 per cent.; geraniol, pulegone; probably also 
pinene and limonene. 

Preliminary report, 

W. J. V. OsTERHoiTT: Artificial Photosynthesis by 

Means of Chlorophyl, 

If Schryver^s teat for formaldehyde is specific, 
experiments show that formaldehyde produced 
from chlorophyl acting in presence of carbonic 
acid in sunlight is due to the decomposition of the 
chlorophyl and not to photosynthesis, as has been 
supposed to be proved. Such other pigments as 
methyl greon, iodine green and a variety of other 
stains, exposed to sunlight under the same con- 
ditions as chlorophyl, also give the test for formal- 
dehyde. It seems probable that artificial plufto- 
Hynthesis by means of sunlight has not yet been 
accomplished. 

W. E. Tottingham: The E^le of Chlorine in 

Plant Nutrition. 

Water cultures of various plants have shown 
marked stimulating effect of chlorides on root 
development. Sand cultures of man gel -supplied 
sodium and chlorine separately and combined 
have developed most favorably in the latter case. 
Soil cultures of sugar beet in the greenhouse-sup- 
plied sodium chloride have exceeded in yield con- 
trol, unfertilized cultures. Other cultures receive 
ing sodium nitrate, dicalcium phosphate and pO' 
tassium chloride have produced greater yields than 
cultures receiving sodium nitrate, di -calcium 
phosphate and potassium sulphate. The percent- 
age of suorose in the dry matter has been in- 
creased aJso where the chlorine was added. Plot 
experiments in the field with sugar beet under the 
environment obtaining at Madison, Wis., have pro- 
duced increased yields due to the application of 
sodium chloride. The increase in terms of suc- 
rose has reached five hundred pounds per acre in 
excess of the control plots. It is purposed to ex- 
tend this investigation to include a variety of 
plants and more than one cycle of growth and 
reproduction, in the belief that, with some plants 
at least, chlorine may be found to funetlon in 
specific nutrient effects. 

G. S. Fbaps: Nitrification Studies. 

The quantity of nitrates found in 834 soils after 
12 wee^ is, on ^ average, related to the total 
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nitrogen of the soil^ but there arc decided differ- 
ences in individual nasee. CroiJped soils produce 
less nitric nitrogen than the same soil uncropped. 
Addition of calcium carbotiato diminishes the in- 
dividual variation, but does not eliminate it, 

C. B. Lipman: The Form of Nitrogen in Nitro- 
genous Materials as an Index to Nitrift>ahility, 
M. X. SuLMVAN: The Forinaiion of Creatinine hy 
Baderia. 

Whatever work has been done on the formation 
of creatinine by bacteria has been on media con* 
tnining peptone. Peptone, hovpever, is of animal 
origin and in itself contains antecedent bodies of 
creatinine and on slight hydrolyais with acid read- 
ily gives creatinine, Tn the present experiments 
it WHS found that a truce of soil added to a pro* 
tein*frce synthetic culture modium, with ammonium 
Sulphate the source of nitrogen led to the develop- 
ment of a strong growth of bacteria. On analysis 
six months after inoculation of the media with 
the soil, creatinine was found by color reactions 
and by the formation of creatinine zinc chloride. 
M. X. SULLIVAN: The Amount of Creatinine in 
Plants. 

Several years ago the writer found that creati* 
nine, as judged by color reactions and the forma- 
tion of creatinine zinc chloride, occurred in plants. 
In the present work the quantity of creatinine was 
determined by Folin's colorimetric method. The 
determinations were made on the water-soluble 
part of the alcohol extract, after treatment with 
lead acetate, evapornlion in vacuo, and taking up 
in absolute alcohol. Only a few parts per million 
(3-6) were found in the ungerminated seed of 
wheat and soy bean. The amount of creatine in- 
creased during germination. In wheat seedlings 
10 to 12 days old from 40 to 65 parts per million 
of creatinine were found. 

Edwaei) Gudigman: Toilet Papers, a Source of 
Infedion. 

AiWLPH Bs&NaABD: A Simple Colorimetric Method 
for the Determination of Free Beduoing Sugars 
<md Total Carbohydrate tn Miscellaneous Food. 
Products. 

The colorimetric method recently suggested by 
Lewifi and Benedict for the sugar in the blood has 
been sueeessfuUy employed, in slightly modified 
form, for the estimation of free reducing sugars 
in fruits, milk and a variety of food products. 
The method hoe also been utilized for the determi- 
nation of the total carbohydrate in feces, tissues 
(glycogen) and in various food stuffs, especially 
diiA»etie foods. 


For the determination of the free reducing 
sugars in fruit, a sample of the moist fruit is ac- 
curately weighed, ground in a mortar, made up to 
some convenient volume with water, and then euflS,- 
cient dry picric acid added to make a saturated 
solution, precipitate traces of protein, etc. Tw^o 
c.c. of the filtrate are now heated with 3 c.c. of 120 
per cent, sodium carbonate for 10 minutes, diluted 
to 30 c.c. and compared with a standardized pic- 
ram ic acid solution. The total carbohydrate is 
similarly determined after hydrolysis and neutra- 
lization, the results showing excellent agreement 
with those obtained by the Allihn method. 

Jamks P. Atkinson : The Seducing Action of Dis* 
iiilates from Certain Carbohydrates on Distilla' 
tion with Steam and from Alkaline Solution, 
An alkaline solution, containing glucose, under 
the conditions imposed in water unnlysis gave a 
greenish yellow color in the Nessler refigent, in- 
creasing in depth until precipitation of the 
roagont occurred. S. and S. filter paper No. 589, 
the purest samples purdiasable of saccharose, lac- 
tose, grape sugar, levuloso, maltose, mannose, dex- 
trin, and soluble starch, similarly treated in water 
free from ammonia, or in presence of sodium car- 
bonate, gave a yellow color with Nessler reagent, 
and, finally, in all cases except saccharose, reduced 
the reagent to metallic mercury. Evidently, the 
presence of carbohydrate may be confused with 
the presence of ammonia indicated by the Nessler 
reagent. lu water analysis, in urine and in blood 
tests this fact should be regarded. 

Sara Stowel Graves: A Precipitant for Am- 
monia. 

A reagent consisting of 330 c,c. of water, 80 g. 
of sodium chloride, 100 c.c. cold saturated mer- 
curic chloride and 70 c.c. of cold saturated solu- 
tion of lithium carbonate, was found as sensitive 
as Nessler ^8 reagent. With the nephelometer this 
reagent was found to show ammonia in ammonium 
sulphate solutions as dilute as 0.00001 per cent. 
Soluble starch, prepared by boiling 1 g. of starch 
until clear, then diluting to 300 c.c., held the pre- 
cipitate in suspension the ten to thirty minutes 
necessary in nephelometric readings. Tests w'ere 
made on a standard ammonium sulphate solution, 
made according to Folia's directions. The solu- 
tion was found to give satisfactory results with 
ammonium sulphate alone, with ammonium sul- 
phate in presence of filter pai.>er, with uric acid, 
and with urine, in water analysis, in normal and 
micro Kjeldahl determinations. This new reagent 
for ammonia is as sensitive as Nessler 's reagent 
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and more stable than Nessler’fl reagent. It will 
precipitate ammonia quantitatively and will give 
accurate results nephelometrically. 

W. Denis; Phenols and Phenol Derivatives in 

Urine. 

J, H. liONQ: On the PhysiologieaX Aotivitg of Com- 

bwied Bydrochlorie Acid, 

This paper discusses the behavior of betain 
hydrochloride and glutamlnic acid hydrochloride, 
on the one band, and certain protein compounds of 
hydrochloric acid, on the other, toward pepsin in 
digestion. The hydrochlorides of amino acids, and 
a number of similar bodies, are active in pro- 
moting the peptic digestion of proteins in propor- 
tion to the ease with which the acid dissociates in 
aqueous solution. In this respect the behavior of 
betain hydrochloride is more marked than is that 
of the glutaminic acid hydrochlorides or the hydro- 
chlorides of other amino acids, although the acid 
appears to be active in all these bodies. 

The hydrochloric acid in combination with pro- 
tein is much less readily dissociated, and there- 
fore much less active. The amount of acid which 
may be combined with protein is not sufficient to 
digest much more than the protein united with it. 
For real digestion there must be some excess of 
actual acid, the hydrogen ion concentration of 
which may be determined. The hydrogen concen- 
tration of a number of mixtures of varying de- 
grees of digestive activity is given. 

J, H. Long: On Combinations of Proteins with 

JSalogen Acids. 

It has been long known that proteins and acids 
combine in certain proportions, but all the condi- 
tions of combination are not so clearly known. 
The halogen acids and the halogens themselves 
combine in very different ways. In this paper 
combinations between casein, fibrin and egg albu- 
min, on the one hand, and hydrochloric, hydro- 
bromic and hydriodic acids, on the other, are dis- 
cussed. It is shown that the rapidity of combina- 
tion depends on several factors, as concentration 
of acid, temperature or agitation of the mixture 
of protein and acid. Tables are given ehowing 
variations with these factors. 

The amount of either acid which may be com- 
bined with the proteins soon reaches a constant 
maximum value by elevation of temperature, and 
is relatively greatest with hydriodic acid. But 
because of the ready decomposition of this acid it 
is di^cult to distinguish between the union with 
the acid and the substitution of the element itself. 
The weights of the acids combined do not seem to 


be proportional to the molecular weights of the 
acids. For each of the acids the amount which 
may be held by a given protein decreases in the 
order, egg, fibrin, casein. The reactions with 
hydrochloric acid are very sharp, and with hydro- 
bromic acid fairly so, but with hydriodic acid the 
reducing action obscures the other to a marked 
degree. 

Chas. Baskerville: On the Bate of Evaporation 
of Ether from Oils and Its Application in Oil- 
ether Colonic Anesthesia. 

The rate of evaporation of oil -ether mixtures 
containing 25, 50 and 75 per cent, of the latter 
was determined at body temperature. The oils 
used were olive, peanut, corn, cottonseed, soya 
bean, eodliver and lanolin. 

The speed at which the ether evaporated from 
the 75 per cent, mixture was found clinically to 
be the best for introducing and maintaining anes- 
thesia in the human by insertion in the colon. The 
technique is indicated for operations about the 
head, throat, mouth and the buccal cavity. 

Dr. Gwathmey, the senior collaborator, has rec- 
ords of over a thousand cases with different opera- 
tors without a single case of post-anesthesia pneu- 
monia and with nausea reduced to the minimum. 

H. 8. Oeinolet and E. 0. Eckstein: The Free 
Amid Nitrogen and the Free Amino-aeid Ni- 
trogen of Feedingstuffs. 

The free amid nitrogen of tankage, alfalfa hay, 
and blood meal formed 0.84, 0.63 and 0.16 per 
cent., respectively, of the total nitrogen of the 
feedingstuff. 

The free amino-acid nitrogen of tankage, alfalfa 
hay, and blood meal formed 3.08, 2.87, and 0.36 
per cent., respectively, of the total nitrogen of the 
feedingstuff. 

The free amid nitrogen and the free amino-acid 
nitrogen combined accounted for only one seventh 
to one fourth of the total nitrogenous substances 
present in the free amid and amino-acid extract of 
these three feedingstuffs. 

H. 8. GaiNBLET, W, E. Joseph and M. E. Slater; 
The Quantitative Determination of the An^ino* 
acids of the Uiaed Proteins of Feedingstuffs. 
The Van Slyke method has b^n applied to the 
quantitative estimation of the amino-acids of the 
mixed proteins of feedingstuffs. While there are 
marked variations in the amino-acid content of 
the mixed proteins of feedingstuffs expressed in 
per cent, of the total nitrogen of the feedingstuff, 
the variations are not as great, as a rule, as thoae 
for the individual proteins. The results show that 
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the amino-acid content of the miiod proteins ex- 
pressed in per cent, of the feedingstuff varies quite 
markedly. 

B. iS. POTTEB and B. S. Snyosb; Nitrogen Dietri- 
hution According to the Van Slyke Method in 
Soils and their Eumio Acids, 

B. 8. PoTTEE and B. S. Snyder: Amino Acid Ni- 
trogcn in Soils Variously Treated. 

Max Kahn: A Study of Urinnry Mucin, 

Max Kahn and F. O. Goodeidoe; On Cystine, 

P. O, Goodridge; BiochcmicaZ Studies of Mercap- 
tan, 

Max Kahn and Francis Huber: Metabolism 
Studies of Multiple Myeloma with Bence-Jones 
Atbumose. 

Max Kahn and S. Schneider ; Study of the Min- 
eral Metabolism of Diabetics. 

A. F. Hess and Max Kahn: Mineral Metabolism 
of Two Cases of Eemophilia, 

Jacob Rosenbloom: A Study of the Ethereal Sul- 
fates of the Urine in Various Diseases.^ 

Jacob Rosenbloom; A Modification of Gerhardt^s 
Test for Diacetio Acid. 

Jacob Rosenbloom: The Influence of Low and 
Sigh Protein Intake on the Ewcretion of Ace- 
tone, Diacetio Acid, and Beta-oxybutyrio Acid 
in Diabetes, 

"William Mansfield CJlark: On the So-called 
** Eeaotion** of Bacteriological Culture Media, 
By means of titration curves in which the quan- 
tity of acid or alkali added to a medium is plotted 
against the resulting hydrogen ion concentration 
it is shown that: 

I. There con be no true ''end point" with 
phenolphthalein in the titration of culture media. 

II. The amount of alkali which must be added 
in order to reach an arbitrary tint of phenolph- 
thalein is a function of the buffer effect of any 
particular medium. 

III. The so-called correction of the reaction by 
.the addition of a fraction of the amount of alkali 
required, to reach an arbitrary tint of an indicator 
may result in very different hydrogen ion concen- 
trations in different media. 

The practise of titrating media while hot is 
shown to give no precise data in regard to the re- 
action of a cold medium. 

The fallacies of the titrimetrie method of ad- 
justing the reaction of culture media are summed 
up and it is concluded that the colorimetric method 
of adjusting to a desired hydrogen ion concentra- 
tion is more logical. 


William Mansfield Clark: The Final Hydrogen 
Ion Concentrations of Cultures of B, CoU, 

The conclusion of Michaelis and Maroora that 
the fermentation of sugars by B. coU is limited by 
a definite hydrogen ion concentration rather than 
by the molecular concentration of the acid pro- 
duced was confirmed in its essentials by studies 
with seventeen organisms cultivated in thirty dif- 
ferent media. There were, however, minor but 
noteworthy differences in the final hydrogen ion 
concentrations attained in different media. These 
differences were related to the magnitude of the 
"buffer effect" of the different media. 

It is pointed out that the determination of the 
final hydrogen ion concentration furnishes com- 
parable data where the determination of titratable 
acidity can not. 

E. H. Walters and Wm. M. Clark: The delation 
between the Propionic Bacteria and Eye Formet- 
tion in Emmental Cheese, 

A careful study of pure active cultures of Ba- 
cillus propionici isolated from emmental cheese 
has shown that the Fitz equation 

30,H^0.== 2CJToO, + GAO, + 00, + H,0 
lactic propionic acetic 

represents the relation of the end products in a 
pure fermentation of lactic acid. Experiments 
are described in detail which show that the car- 
bon dioxide produced in a fermentation of this 
kind is entirely inadequate to explain the forma- 
tion of eyes in emmental cheese as proposed by 
Freudenreich and Jensen since the amount of car- 
bon dioxide produced in cheese is greatly in excess 
of the amount which could be accounted for in this 
way, 

S. L. Jodidi: On the Factor to be Used for the 
Calculation of the Phosphorio Acid in Neu- 
mann's Method, 

B. L. Jodidi and E. H. Kellogg; On the Factor to 
be Used for the CaXoutaiion of Phosphorio Acid 
in Neumann*B Method, I, The Factor as In- 
fluenced by the Water Used for Washing the 
Yellow Precipitate. 

Bobbet E. Swain and E. E. Harding: The Quan- 
titative Estimation of Alantoin, 

Lewis Knudson : The Influence of Certain Sugars 
on the Growth and Bespiration of Vetch, 

An extensive investigation has been made on 
the direct absorption of various sugars by vetch 
(Vioia villosa). Plants were grown for the most 
part on agar nutrient media in large cylinders 
under sterile conditions. The results indicate that 
vetch is able to absorb and utilise saccharose, glu- 
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cose^ levuloEte, maltose and lactose. Galactose 
(Merck’s highest purity) is toxic at 2 per cent, 
and even less. In hoth 2 per cent, solutions and 
0.5 molecular solutions the order of uesimilability 
of the sugars is saccharose, glucose, levulose, mal- 
tose and lactose. Sugars increase the growth, in- 
crease respiration (evolution of CO,). Experi- 
ments with saccharose indicate also that the roots 
eecrete the emynie invertase into the culture 
medium or that reducing sugars are excreted by 
the roots of jilauts grown therein. This latter 
phase is now receiving particular attention. 

W. J. Bobbins : The Influence of Certain Inorganic 
Suhidances on the Digestion of Starch hy Peni- 
eillium oamemhcrtiu 

The growth of Penioillium camemhertii and the 
digestion of starch by the same fungus was de- 
termined in nutrient solutions which lacked one of 
the elements usually considered essential for the 
fungi. The growth of the some fungus and its 
digestion of starch in the presence of M/1,000, 
M/ 10,000 and M/100,000 concentrations of the 
chlorides, sulphates, nitrates and dihydrogen phos- 
phates of Na and K and the chlorides, sulphates 
and nitrates of Oa and Mg was determined. It is 
believed that the results indicate an intimate re- 
lation of nitrogen to diastase formation and that 
the neutral sadts in concentrations as weak as 
M/100,000 affect tho secretion of diastase. 

William Mansfiield Clark and Herbert A. 
Lubs: The Differentiation of Bacteria of the 
Colon -acTogenes Pamily hy Means of Indicators. 
By means of the hydrogen electrode the acid 
production, in terms of hydrogen ion concentra- 
tion, of bacteria of tho colon-aerogeues family has 
been followed. The two groups differentiated by 
Bogers Clark and Davis by the gas ratio were 
found to differ in their acid production in such a 
way that under an established set of conditions 
the final hydrogen ion concentrations could be 
made to differ widely. Tho difference in the final 
hydrogen ion concentration can be made so dis- 
tinct that it can bo easily detected by the proper 
indicator, either p-ni tro phenol or methyl red. The 
tost was ehowu to correlate i>erfectly with the gas 
ratio, and proved to bo so simple that it ia adapted 
for routine use, 

C. O. Johns and Arno Viehoeveb: The Sayonins 
of Chlorogalum yomeridianwn and Agave leohi- 
guild. 

The dried bulb of Chlorogalum pomeridianum 
from California, known as California soap root, 
gave on extraction and purification a powder, 


which by combustion indicated the formula, 
CuHasOm, for this saponin, the molecular weight 
of which is 1,146. Molecular weight determina- 
tions with phenol as solvent gave 1,101 and l,14fi. 
The dried rootstock and underground yellow parts 
of the leaves of Agave leehiguUla from Texas, 
eimilarly treated, gave a saponin, the combustion 
of w'hich indicated the formula, C«H,»Ou, corre- 
sponding to the molecular weight 566. The molec- 
ular weight with phenol as solvent was 606 and 
616. Both saponins gave the eaponin reactions. 
Aqueous solutions of 0.01 per cent, of saponins 
were lethal in a short period of time for miunowa 
C. O. JoHNB and Arno Viehoeveb: On the Allca* 
loids of Amianthium fnuscetoxioum (Fly 
Poison). 

Leaves and bulbs of Amianthium Muscctoxioum 
were extracted separately from plants gathered in 
March and from plants gatbei'ed in May of last 
year. More alkaloid was found in the leaves than 
in the bulbs. More alkaloid was found in the 
specimens gathered in March than in those gath- 
ered in May. Thus far two crystalline alkaloids 
have boon isolated, one crystallizing in needles 
and molting near 220® 0. with effervescence, and 
the second crystallizing in prisms and melting near 
200® C. The physical properties and melting 
points show that neither of these is zygadine, re- 
cently isolated from Zygadenus intermedius by 
Heyl and his collaborators. These alkaloids were 
soluble in the common organic solvents, but only 
slightly soluble in water. 

niviaiOK or industrial ohemibtb and chbutcal 

XNOINBBRB 

Geo. P. Adamson, chairman 
S. H. Salisbury, Jr., secretary 
Alexander Silverman: The Chemists^ Corpora- 
tion: A Plan to Malee Research Possible and 
Enable the Chemist to Profit by the Eestdis. 
The plan proposed is partly of the nature of a 
cooperative society, partly a corporation. It is 
the writer 's feeling that chemists who have money 
to invest shall purchase shares in the corporation; 
that the funds of the corporation shall be con- 
trolled by a committee of capable chemists and 
business men selected by the various scientific so- 
cietias; that any chemist submitting plane for re- 
search to thia committee may have funds advanced 
to conduct the investigation, providing the com- 
mittee deems the idea valuable. In case of suc- 
cess the committee may either finance the manu- 
facture or conduct negotiations for the manufac- 
ture by a company on such a basis that the cbem- 
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iBt shall recaivo a fair share of the profits. A cer- 
tain per cent, of the profits shall revert to the cor- 
poration and the experimcntor shall return all 
moneys advanced, with interest. 

The researches can be conducted at universities 
or at some of the industrial research laboratories 
available. SharoholdorB should receive a fair re- 
turn on their invpstinont and the balance of profits 
should be placed in a surplus fund or used to 
further subsidize research. 

The chemist has made many valuable contribu- 
tions to the industries and has^ only loo often, been 
left both without recognition and proper financial 
return. Industrial reaeareh laboratories have bet- 
tered his lot cousidcrably, but this plan, with their 
cooperation and the cooperation of chemists who 
have already succeeded financially should go a step 
farther in giving him the recognition he deserves. 

WiLLTAM M. Booth; The Chemist and Industrial 
Water Purification. 

W. C. TIanka; What the Chemvit Has Done for the 
Poriland CemcrH J7]dustry in the Vnited States. 
Frkdehic Pan^^jsrth: The Industrial Chemist in 
HU Kelaiton to Fire Prevention. 

The total fire loss in the United States aud 
Canada, including forest fixes, has averaged 231 
million dollars per year for the past five years. 
Since the beginning of this century we have lost 
over three billion dollars^ worth of property. The 
per capita fire loss in the United States is $2.55 
as compared with 84 cents in France and 20 cents 
in Germany. In 1914 the eleven largest fires in 
chemical industries showed a property loss of 7i 
million dollars. As a result of this the industrial 
chemist has now begun to study the causes of 
fires in order that ho may remove the source, if 
possible, and he is studying such materials as 
rubber-lined fire hose so that, after r fire has once 
Btorted, the fight against it may be conducted 
more efficiently. 

A. Lowenstein and J. J. Vollbrtsek; The in- 
ftuence of Free Fatty Adda on the Flash and 
Fire Points of Fata and Oils. 

A. LfOWENSTEiN and J‘. J. Vollertsen: The in- 
ftucnce of Pyridine on the Ammonia Hetermino- 
tion of Coneentrated Anmoniacat Liquor. 
Edward Hart : The Potash Supply. 

Methods unfitted to meet ultimate German com- 
petition are those which turn out only potash. 
This is true because the first coat of the German 
material is extremely low. 

Among processes which ate more likely to suc- 
ceed are: 


First, the condensed potash from cement kilns, 
the obtainable supply of sulphate from this source 
being placed at not more thnn <10,000 tons; second, 
from feldspar refuse, as in the Hart process, 
where the products are a ivhite pigment contain- 
ing barium sulfate and gelatinized silica .alum and 
aluminum sulfate. Jf the alum be unsalable as 
such it may cheaply be converted into potassium 
and aluminum sulfates. 

G. A. Rankin ; The Constituents of Portland Ce- 
ment Clinker, 

From the results obtained during n systematic 
study of the system OaO-AhOa-SiOj, we have found 
that these three oxides alone in the proportions in 
which they occur in commercial portJan^ cement 
when perfectly burned will produce a clinker made 
up only of the constituents (coiripouiids) 2 
GuO.SiO,, 3 CnO SiOa and 3 CaO-AhOn. This 
clinker possesses all the properties of a desirable 
Portland cement, when it is ground and treated 
with water. 

White commercial portland cement has a CaO, 
AI3O9, SiOa content of over 95 per cent., while the 
more common gray variety of cement containB over 
90 per cent, of these three oxides. Kxaminatioxis 
of tlie clinker of these two types of cement have 
shown that the main constituents (over 90 per 
cent.) are 2 OaOSi(b, 3 CaOSiO* and 3 
GaO.Ald),, and that tlie minor constituents (less 
than H) per cent.) are 5 ("a()*3AljOn. CaO, aud 
ferrites. 

It may, therefore, be definitely st.ated that port- 
land cement clinker is made up largely of the 
three CaO, Al/lj, SiO, compounds, 2 CaO SiO,;, 
3 CaO SiO;, and 3 CnO AlcOa and it seems probable 
that the desirable properties of portland comont 
are due to presence of these throe major constitu- 
ents and that the minor constituents have little, if 
any, influence. 

George K. Buboesb and F. I>. Sai.r: A Siudij of 
the Quality of Platinum Ware with Special Bef- 
crenov to Losses on Heating. 

A thermoelectric survey of the purity of 364 
platinum uteneils has boon made and 34 crucibles 
were subjected to a systematic heating and acid 
washing treatmont to determine losses in weight. 
Heating losses, which are least for platinum 
crucibles containing rhodium and increases with 
iridium content, range from 0.71 to 2.69 mg. per 
hour per 100 cm.* at 1,200® C. Suggestions are 
offered aa to speeiflcationH for platinum ware, and 
it is aho^vn that losses on heating may be pre- 
dicted from thermoeioctric. and microscopic exami- 
nations for iron -free crucibles. 
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J. B. Tuttlk and A. Isaacs: A Study of Some 
Recent Methods for the Determination of Total 
Sulphur in Rubber. 

This invoflligation wad undertaken to learn 
whether or not the methods recently published for 
the determination of sulphur in rubber were any 
impTovemont over the Waters and Tuttle method, 
the one now in use at the Bureau ot Standards. 

The methods compared were divided into two 
classes, viz., those for the determination of the 
total sulphur and those for the determination of 
sulphur other than that present in the insoluble 
sulphates. It was found that the methods of the 
second class could not be relied upon to give accu- 
rate results. The Waters and Tuttle method was 
found to^ give satisfactory results, and Is recom- 
mended for general use. 

The free sulphur was found to be the most 
troublesome factor, and a new method Is given 
which eliminates this dlfhculty. 

E. B. Weaver and J. I). Eowarps: Gas-washing 
Apparatus with Enclosed Filter. 

Three forms of gas-washing apparatus are de- 
scribed, which give thorough circulation of the 
liquid, efHcietit washing and which operate under 
low inlet gas pressure. If a precipitate is formed 
it may be filtered off and washed without coming 
in contact with the air. 

E. R. Weaver: A Simple Stone-frame Chemical 
ffood. 

Two chemical hoods are described, one with and 
one without doors. The hoods are light, simple, 
resistant to chemical action, and easily cleaned 
and ventilated. 

E. R. Weaver and J. B. Edwards : Apparatiis for 
Determination of Sulphur in Gas. 

A simple apparatus for determining sulphur in 
gas is described. The gas is burned in a straight 
giass tube, from which the products of combustion 
are drawn through a suitable absorbent. The 
burner consists of a porcelain tube, the gas being 
ignited at the tip, by a spark between platinum 
terminals sealed to the burner tube. The air neces- 
sary for combustion is regulated by suitably placed 
cocks on the inlet tabes. 

E, W. BoUOHton: The Determination of Oil and 
Rtfsin in Famish. 

The proposed method includes saponiflcation of 
the varnish, separation of unsaponifiable matter, 
and separation of fatty acids from resin acids by 
the Twitchell or Wolff methods of esterification. 
A correction is applied for resinous matter that is 
weighed as fatty acids. Oil and resin can not be 


separated by treating varnish or oxidized varvd^ 
with solvents such as petrolic ether or ohiorofom. 
Resinous matter is only partially precipitated by 
petrolic ether. Determination of glyeerol yield 
and calculation of oil content therefrom is not sat- 
isfactory. Proposed method gives results for reflln 
content which are within 5 per cent, of the 
amounts present. 

W. O. Mitschkelino: Tetrephosphorus Trisul0e. 
H. A. Huston : The German Potash JTndtwfrj^. 

The potaali industry includes about 200 opera- 
ting mines and about 50 in course of construction. 
Only the more favorable locations have been de- 
veloped. Enormous deposits below the 5,000-foot 
level are untouched and the whole polyhalit region 
which contains nearly as much soluble potash as 
the carnalUt region, and is reached by the exist- 
ing shafts, is not worked at all for potash. 

The United States use about one fourth of the 
total production of the i)otaBh mines, being the 
main consumers of concentrated salts. The total 
amount of material mined annually is about 11,- 
000,000 tons. The United States use 280,000 tons 
of actual potash contained in about 1,260,000 tons 
of the various products which we purchase. Of 
this about 95 per cent, is used in agriculture and 
five per 'Cent, in chemical industries other than fer- 
tilizer factorios. The potash used in American 
agriculture increased 277 per cent, from 1900 to 
1910. That used in chemical industries increased 
about 20 per cent. Potash used in the chemical 
industries in the United States for the years 1911, 
1912 and 1913 averaged 38 per cent, more than 
that used in 1910. 

The war has caused a great increase in the cost 
of producing potash because of advances in cost 
of labor, fuel and explosives. Freight to the porta 
used was much higher than to the usual ports. 
The $4 per ton increase in price delivered at 
American ports by no means covers the additional 
cost previous to putting on shipboard. The in- 
crease in ocean freight is always at the expesse of 
the seller, never at the expense of the American 
buyer. The buyer pays for special war insurance 
if he elects to use it. Any increase in price in 
excess of $6 per ton represents profit to the Amer- 
ican potash importers. 

Potash stocks in the American warehouses of 
the German Kali Works at the outbreak of the 
war were turned over to American buyers at reg- 
ular list prices, 

(To he contiiwed) 

Charles L. Paesokb, 
Beersiaru 
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INVESTIGATIONS AT TEE NUTEITION 

LABOMATOBT OF TEE CABNEOIE /AT- 
STITUTION OF WASHINGTON, 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS^ 

CoNTBABT to popular opinion the re- 
searches of the Carnegie Nutrition Labo- 
ratory do not follow for the most part the 
conventional lines of “nutrition investiga- 
tions*^ with special emphasis upon the eco- 
nomic and sociological phases of the work. 
The admirable facilities and equipment of 
the United States Department of Agricul- 
ture fortunately make this unnecessary. 
The Carnegie Laboratory is, however, an 
outcome of the national nutrition investi- 
gations, for the late Professor W. 0. At- 
water, who was a' pioneer in nutrition in- 
vestigations of this country, wisely devoted 
a part of the government appropriation for 
nutrition investigations to an abstract 
study of the physiological effects of various 
nutrients upon the human body. This 
work was carried out in the chemical labo- 
ratory of Wesleyan University, Middle- 
town, Conn., and resulted in the construc- 
tion of a special form of apparatus for 
studying both the respiratory products and 
the direct heat production of man, an 
apparatus properly designated by Professor 
Atwater as a “respiration calorimeter.*' 
Subsequently the board of trustees of the 
Carnegie Institution of Washington author- 
ized the construction of a special laboratory 
for similar research in Boston. 

It was believed that the appropriation 
for this laboratory, for a time at least, 
could best be subdivided into three main 

» Aa address delivered before the department of 
chemistry at Vassar College, PoughJeeopsie, New 
York, on May 10, 1915. 
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categories: First, the development of new 
apparatus and technique, thus insuring 
progress in technical lines ; second, the ac- 
cumulation of normal physiological data 
regarding the metabolism and many physio- 
logical factors of both men and animals, 
such research being needed to supplement 
the insufficient data secured in previous 
investigations; and third, the comprehen- 
sive, critical study of certain pathological 
cases, notably diabetics. In connection 
with the first of these lines of work there 
has been not only the development of a 
large amount of apparatus — for the greater 
part of the apparatus used in the nutrition 
laboratory has been there devised and con- 
structed — but also an extensive comparison 
of other methods in regular use, to deter- 
mine their degree of accuracy and applica- 
bility. 

The laboratory building is of special con- 
struction, the main feature being the large 
room devoted to calorimetric researches. 
With so delicate an apparatus as the calo- 
rimeter, the effect of temperature environ- 
ment is profound, and consequently this 
room is provided with heating and cooling 
devices by which the temperature may be 
held constant. Besearches with this appa- 
ratus may therefore be conducted at any 
time of the year without regard to the pre- 
vailing temperature. 

As at present equipped, the calorimeter 
laboratory has four calorimeters, all of 
which may be used for studying the heat 
production of the human body. Of these 
the bed calorimeter has been most exten- 
sively used for studying normal men and 
women as well as in a long series of experi- 
ments with severe diabetics. The inner 
chamber of this apparatus is copper-walled 
and about 7 feet long and 3 feet wide, vary- 
ing in height from 2 feet at the foot to 
about 3i feet at the bead. The subject, 
lying comfortably on a mattress, is slid into 


this chamber and the opening closed with # 
large piece of plate glass, the closure bdis^t 
made airtight by sealing with wax. The 
ventilating current draws the air from 
chamber, forces it through sulphuric add te 
remove the water vapor given off by the 
lungs and skin of the subject, and timr 
through soda lime to remove the carbon 
dioxide. After pure oxygen has been added 
to replace that used, the air returns to the 
chamber to be rebreathed by the subjecL 
By weighing the soda lime containers at the 
beginning and end of the experiment and 
metering the oxygen admitted, we have a 
direct measure of the carbon dioxide pro- 
duced- and the oxygen consumed. This is 
the respiratory feature of the apparatus. 

The method of measuring the heat pro- 
duction is of particular interest The inner 
chamber or copper box is surrounded by 
several layers of material which provide 
good insulation. Outside of this copper box 
are two supplementary walls, the first of 
zinc and the second of a one-inch layer of 
cork! These walls are in each case three 
inches from the inner wall, providing two 
dead air spaces between the copper and the 
zinc and the zinc and the corii, respectively. 
The outside of the calorimeter is finished 
with compo board. Thus, the apparatus is 
of the refrigerator type of construction, 
effectually preventing heat radiation. In 
winter, houses are heated by passing ho# 
water through pipes. This small chamber, 
or little house, would, unless cooled, become 
unoomfortsbly warm from heat given off 
by the body, and provision for oooling is 
made b7 passing a current of cold water 
through the chamber in fine serpentine 
copper pipes. The temperatura of the water 
is recorded as it enters and leaves the 
chamber. If the total weight of water 
leaving the apparatus is measured the heat 
brought away is readily computed by multi- 
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this weight by the temperature 
dliirenee, 

Ute ohair calorimeter is of a different 
d i W i e , although primarily of the same con- 
aHmietioii. In the chair calorimeter^ the 
0 iril|ect sits in a comfortable arm chair, the 
of the chamber being of such a form 
ai^o give a minimum amount of air space 
al|Dut the body. The total volume of air 
aiffcce in the bed calorimeter is 950 liters, 
and in the chair calorimeter 1,500 liters. 
Ifsither apparatus, however, permits long 
experiments. 

A third calorimeter has been built which 
js long enough for a man to lie down in, 
and yet high enough for him to stand up; 
flie form of the chamber also permits the 
inustallation of a bicycle ergometer inside 
the chamber for muscular work experi- 
aients. The volume of air space in this 
apparatus has been limited to 3.5(X) liters. 
By means of a double port-hole it is pos- 
sible to put in or take out food or other 
material without loss of air. The subject 
oau live in this apparatus as long, if not 
longer, than in the chamber at Wesleyan 
University, Middletown, Conn., the longest 
SExperiment with that apparatus covering 
13 days and 14 nights. Thus far no con- 
tinuous calorimeter experiments of any 
considerable length have been made in the 
Nutrition Laboratory. 

Finally, to provide a calorimeter espe- 
cially designed for severe muscular work 
with a bicycle ergometer, treadmill, or end- 
Im ladder, a calorimeter has been built 
with provision for installing any one of 
tiiese muscular work appliances. Owing to 
tbe great amount of heat that will be devel- 
Ciped in such experiments, special heat-ab- 
asing pipes and temperature measuring 
apparatus have been necessary. 

With the respiration ealorimeter it is pos-. 
aUde to measure simultaseously the oaSn 
dioxide and water vapor produced, the 


oxygen eonsomed, and the heat given off by 
a man. These factoni taken not only indi- 
vidually, but also together, give most impor- 
tant data for the computation of the char- 
acter and amount of the interchange of 
material inside of the body due to vital 
processes. 

Fortunately it was found that the long 
and costly twenty-four-hour calorimeter ex- 
pejriments could be in part replaced by 
shorter experiments, in which only the 
carbon-dioxide production and oxygen con- 
sumption were studied, by means of a 
respiration apparatus devoid of calorimetric 
features and. that this type of short experi- 
ment could be used in the study of many 
problems. An apparatus was devised by 
which a subject lying on a bed could 
breathe through a mouth- or nosepiece, and 
determinations of the carbon dioxide pro- 
duced and the oxygen consumed could be 
made in periods as short as 15 minutes. 
These experiments have been carried out 
very rapidly and at relatively slight ex- 
pense, and have been of great value in 
giving us a large amount of important 
physiological information. In recent years, 
the calorimeters have also been Tised for 
short experiments, these being from one to 
two hours long; indeed, the research on 
diabetes, which has been in progress in the 
Nutrition Laboratory for the past six years, 
has relied for the most part on calorimeter 
experiments of from one and one half to 
two hours’ duration. 

The influence of muscular activity upon 
the production of carbon dioxide and heat 
is enormous. When a subject is sound 
asleep, quiet and without food in the 
stomach, we have the minimum basal 
metabolism. The influence of sleep has 
only been tardily recognized, and the major- 
ity of physiologists are inclined to speak of 
baad. metabolism as that obtained in the 
eariy forenoon, when the subject is lying 
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ifuietly without breakfast, bat not asleep. 
If the subject is sitting up, the metabolisiQ 
is increased, and if he is doing work it is 
increased in proportion to the amount of 
Work. The approximate normal output of 
carbon dioxide and heat for a man of aver- 
age weight with varying conditions of 
muscular activity is shown in Table I. By 
means of this table one may calculate the 
approximate carbon dioxide and heat out- 
put of a man during twenty-four hours. 
(See Table II.) 

TABLE I 

Average Normal Output of Carbon Dioxide and 
Beat from the Body 

AT«r»ffe OuftDtitlei 
Per Hour 


Oondfliona of Mosonlar Activity 

Carbon 

Dioxide. 

Oto. 

Heat 

Cals. 

Man at rest, sleeping 

25 

65 

Man at rest, awake, sitting up. . 

85 

100 

Man at light muscular exercise. . 

55 

170 

Man at moderately active xnuscu 
lar exorcise 

100 

200 


Man at severe muscsular exerewe. 160 460 

Man at very aevere muscular exer^ 
else 210 600 

TABLE II 

Average Daily Output of Beat of a Man at Light 
Muscular Worlc 

Heat 

Out- 

Daily Frograni P^t 

At rest, sleeping, 8 hours, 65 calories per 

Jiour 520 

At rest, awake, sitting up, 6 hours, 100 cal. 

per hour 600 

Light muscular exercise, 10 hours, 170 cal. 

per hour 1,700 

Total output of beat, 24 hours 2,820 

It is of no avail to make investigations in 
pathology unless we have a suitable base 
line or ground for comparison, and in prac- 
tically all our clinical studies we have had 
to supply the deficiency in normal data. 
While the temptation is at times very great 
to carry out a series of experiments which 
will most certainly promise striking re- 


sults, we have felt constrained to |dad 
along and secure fundamental basal valdes, 
and thus contribute steadily to the knowl- 
edge of the physiology of man. To do '^S, 
and to secure information as to the iitfiu- 
euce of variations in height, age, weight^and 
sex of normal individuals, we have stodiod 
90 or more normal men, and nearly as mwoy 
normal women, and have secured approxi- 
mate basal values for these individuah. 
Studies have likewise been made of athletes 
and vegetarians. For the most part these 
observations were made with the srasfll 
respiration apparatus and not with the 
calorimeters; indeed, at times as many m 
four respiration apparatus have been used 
simultaneously in our large calorimeter 
room, in studying the metabolism of four 
individuals. 

Two factors that afiEect normal metabolism 
more than any others are the ingestion of 
food and muscular activity. In Table L, 
the somewhat vague terms of light/’ 
‘^moderately active/^ “severe’' and “very 
severe” muscular work were used. These 
really have no quantitative meaning, and 
it is necessary for us to measure accurately 
the amount of mechanical work performed 
when studying the metabolism of a person 
doing severe muscular work. For this pur- 
pose several forms of bicycle ergometer 
have been used by means of which the rider 
transforms a certain amount of muscular 
work into heat. The ergometer may be 
placed inside a respiration calorimeter, or 
the subject may be connected with a suita- 
ble mouthpiece to a simple respiration ap- 
paratus. The series of studies on this 
apparatus have proved most illuminating, 
and show that the human body is really a 
very efficient engine. While in certain 
cases as much as 35 per cent of the total 
energy transformed during musendar work 
may be transferred to the pedals of the 
ergometer, there to be transfomed into 
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average values obtained were consequently be muat have burned op in 
l^^tgiven in Table III. these three houro as moeh material as would 




TABLE UI 




Experiments on Bicycle Eiders (Calorics per Hour) 


W. (college athlete) 
(college athlete) . 

(untrained) 

BWfc 8. (untrained) 

^49' (profesBional rider) 


1 ^' 


Retting 

WorWi.:: 

Work Done 

Effletency, 
Per Genu 

...112 

339 

49 

23.6 

. . . 106 

318 

4.5 

23.2 

. . . — 

326 

46 

20.8 

... f 

399 

51 

38.1 

...92 

619 

312 

21.3 


471 

79 

20.8 


401 

66 

23.0 


382 

60 

20.7 


figures in Table III. shed a most inter- 
iEting light on the question of training. It 
Mb commonly been supposed that when a 
person is trained, the muscles become more 
effective and consequently there is a greater 
production of work for the same expendi- 
ture. Here we find that in the first place 
the two men, A. L, L. and E. P. S., who 
iliere wholly untrained, and indeed wholly 
PDfamiliar with the bicycle, accomplished 
ns much work as did the college athletes, 
J. C. W. and B. P. D., with an efficiency 
very little less than that of the first two. 
When we examine the results obtained 
with the professional bicycle rider, Mr. 
Nat Butler, we find that he was able 
by virtue of his strength to accomplish a 
very great deal more work than any of the 
other men, but as a matter of fact his 
efficiently was not materially greater than 
that of the college athletes, or, indeed, the 
umtrained men. 

In order to produce this heat in the body 
there must have been vigorous combustion, 
either of body substance, in case the subject 
^d not have food enough, or of food mate- 
rial previously eaten. We have found as a 
result of a lai^e number of experiments 
titiat a man at rest, doing no visible external 
luuscular work, requires not far from 2,000 
calories for maintenance during twenty- 
Ibur hours. It will be seen that in three 
tours Mr. Butler produced nearly this 
♦mount when at severe muscular work; 


ordi. arily be burned by a subject at rest 
in twenty-four hours. On this same basis, 
he would need three meals every three 
hours or one square meal an hour. 

A new series of muscular work experi- 
ments is in progress in the Nutrition Labo- 
ratory under the direction of Professor 
H. M. Smith in which the subject walks on 
a specially-designed treadmill at varying 
rates of speed, breathing through a mouth- 
piece into a respiration apparatus which 
measures the carbon-dioxide excretion and 
the oxygen consumption. As a result of 
this investigation it has been found that 
in walking on a level road at a moderate 
gait (70 to 80 meters per minute) there is 
an increase in the heat production for each 
kilogram of body weight moved forward 
one meter, which is equivalent to about 0.5 
small calorie. With an increase in velocity 
the energy expenditure is rapidly aug- 
mented and during running may become 
60 per cent, more per unit of weight trans- 
ported than that of the subject walking at 
a moderate rate. Studies are also being 
made with this treadmill in which the sub- 
ject walks on an incline, the work of ascent 
thus being added to the work of walking on 
a level. 

In this investigation, which is elaborate, 
a large number of simultaneous measure- 
ments have been attempted. In addition 
to measurements of the carbon-dioxide ex- 
cretion and the oxygen consumption, we 
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have Biraultaneonsiy recorded the total dia- 
taace walked, the iramber of atepa, the in- 
clination of the treadmill and the total 
height of the body movement. By attach- 
ing a cord to the sbonldera and connecting 
it with a pointer, a record of the np-and- 
down motion of the body with each step is 
made, and by a multiplying device the total 
sum of the upward motions of the body are 
also recorded, thus giving the total height 
to which the body is raised during the 
period of walking, for in walking on a 
level plain, an individual raises his body 
from 1 to inches each step. 

Connected with the ventilating air cur- 
rent of the respiration apparatus is a deli- 
cately-counterpoised bell or gas-holder, 
which rises and falls with each respiration. 
By means of a pointer attached to the 
counterpoise of this bell, a graphic record 
of the type of respiration is obtained. A 
multiplying device attached permits the 
measurement of the total amount of air 
actually passing through the lungs inde- 
pendent of the ventilation of the respira- 
tion apparatus itself. This graphic record 
of the ventilation of the lungs likewise 
records the respiration rate. Finally, by 
means of electrodes attached to the chest, 
the pulse rate of a walking man is photo- 
graphically recorded with a string galva- 
nometer or an oscillograph. 

The intimate relationship between pulse- 
rate and the total energy output has been 
the subject of special study, and the pulse- 
rate, the respiration-rate, and particularly 
the body temperature have received especial 
attention in our several lines of investi- 
gation. The distribution of a number of 
delicate thermometers in different parts 
and cavities of the body has shown that 
when tile temperature deep in the body 
trunk undergoes its regular daily rhythm, 
these fluctuations in temperature are ac- 
companied by similar fluctuations in all the 


other thermoiraeters, and that wh8e''%h 
absolute temperatures in different pattli'V 
the body are unlike, the fluctuatkns fin 
temperature are essentially the tafiNs 
throughout the whole body. 

It has long been known that when IMI 
ia eaten the body activities are considsliillljF 
increased. This is particularly the anve 
when the food consists of protein matetiil. 
The exact cause of thia increase has lomr 
been the subject of much discussion. Oh 
the one hand it was believed that this msi 
due to the woric of digestion in the digeativn 
tract ; on the other hand, that it was due fid 
an excess heat production caused by the 
splitting off and combustion of portions of 
the protein molecule. A long series of in- 
vestigations in the Nutrition Laboratory hm 
shown that when peristaltic stimuli, ssssfe 
as saline purgatives, were used and carefhl 
control tests made, the movements of tin 
digestive tract did not measurably inereaie 
the metabolism. When dogs who had deA- 
cient digestive capacity were fed large 
amounts of meat, in spite of the excess of 
undigested residue, the metabolism was not 
augmented. Evidence has been accumu- 
lated which shows that the acid produeto cC 
cleavage in the processes of digestion an 
probably the chief factors causing this in- 
crease in metabolism, which was explainei 
by the direct stimulus of the cells to h 
greater activity. 

One of the most interesting researches 
developing from the comparison of meth- 
ods for studying the respiratory exchange 
has been the importance of knoiting physl- 
ologically the exact composition of outdoor 
air. Every person is continually taking air 
into the lungs. Many technical methodi 
for determining the amount of oxygen thm 
consumed involve some assumption as to tins 
exact composition of the normal outdoor air 
ihhided. An investigation lasting ovei^ 
three yean, in whieh duly analyses ol 
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ffllltiilliHlir were made by Miss Alice John- 
MaHipil^d conclusively that the percentage 
oi nwiltin dioxide and oxygen in uncon- 
tMkMlIjped outdoor air remained constant 
tlnKNi|||hont the entire year, irrespective of 
wMHiilirection and temperature. Speci- 
SMUlibf normal air secured at numerous 
pia«|f on the Atlantic Ocean and on the 
Pike’s Peak showed the same re- 
uniformity. By this study we 
provided at one and the same time 
wink a standard for testing all gas-analysis 
aiMVlNtnB and definite knowledge regard* 
imgl^the composition of inspired air» thus 
cNMig away with the necessity for the innu- 
BMMlbble analyses that otherwise would be 
flWihtial. 

9be investigations on diabetes in con- 
iHlifttion with Professor Elliott P. Joslin 
ItM^e shown in the first place that during 
iMiHhre diabetes there is a distinct increase 
ilH!' the basal metabolism of the patients. 
H^ has also been shown that this increased 
Metabolism in diabetes is due to the fact 
Ittat with the abnormal breaking down of 
Ihod materials in the body of the diabetic 
tiere la developed an excessive amount of 
Wid, chiefly B-oxybutyric acid, which 
Erectly stimulates the cells to a greater 
Mstivity. With treatment reducing the 
■kidity and particularly with the new, re* 
Mcrkable Allen treatment this increased 
Metabolism entirely disappears, 
f In addition to the study of diabetics, a 
lumber of other projects have received 
tbnsideration at the Nutrition Laboratory. 
Among these are the study in conjunction 
with Dr. F, B, Talbot of the metabolism of 
normal and atrophic infants and of infants 
in the first hours of post-natal life. The 
importance of knowing the energy require- 
tbents and the character of the combustion 
in the body of the new-born infant haa 
justified an extended nsearoh on this sub- 
ject in which we have studied over 100 


infanta within the first few hours after 
birth. The new-born babies were taken 
from the hospital immediately after birth, 
placed in the respiration diamber and there 
studied for several hours, vexy careful 
reeorda of the carbon dioxide produced 
and the oxygen eonsumed being made. The 
observations on atrophic hospital infants 
have supplied values of particular signif- 
icance in interpreting a number of so-called 
“physiological laws.” Indeed, one of the 
best methods of studying physiology is to 
study abnormal phyaiology. 

In connection with the respiration experi- 
ments on infants a knowledge of the exact 
degree of repose of the subject is of impor- 
tance. I have already shown the enormous 
influence of severe musenlar activity upon 
the metabolism of man, and it is evident 
that if, in securing normal data regarding 
infants, to be subsequently used for com. 
parison with pathological cases, we do not 
take cognizance of the influence of even mi- 
nor muscular activity, we are liable to great 
error. Thus, it would be wholly irrational 
to compare the metabolism of a normal, 
healthy infant, but moving and restless, 
with that of a weak, emaciated infant lying 
perfectly quiet. Nor is it suffleient to sup- 
plement our measurements of the respira- 
tory exchange by records of ocular obser- 
vations of the activity, for experience 
quickly showed os that these were wholly 
inadequate. A method has therefore been 
devised for automatically recording the 
muacular activity. The crib in which the 
baby is placed rests at one end on two frio- 
tionless steel points. The other end is sup- 
ported by a spiral spring having a rubber 
tube about it. As the infant moves, the 
air iiuide of the rubber tube expands or 
contracts and by means of the air trans- 
mkaion any ehanges in this tension may be 
recorded with a delicate tambour and 
writing point. This adjustment may be so 
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delicate that even the slight change in the 
center of gravity of the infant due to 
respiration, muscular tremors, or move- 
ments of the hand or fingers are immedi- 
ately recorded. These graphic records are 
now an absolute essential of all metabolism 
experiments in our laboratory, and unless 
the records of activity are approximately 
alike, no use is made of the experimental 
periods for comparison purposes. Precisely 
this same principle applies not only to 
babies, but to the observations on animals, 
such as dogs, ducks, geese and guinea pigs. 
Arrangements are made for securing sim- 
ilar records for men and women lying in 
the bed calorimeter or on a couch connected 
with the respiration apparatus, 

A large number of observations have 
been made on normal animals, chiefly dogs, 
rabbi fs, and more recently geese. The in- 
fluence of partial inanition, of tempera- 
ture environment, of the ingestion of vari- 
ous kinds of foods, and of living in an 
atmosphere containing a high percentage of 
oxygen have all been the subject of re- 
searcht^s which are more or less nearly com- 
plete. It was obviously necessary to develop 
special apparatus and special technique for 
these researches and in all instances the 
observations included a large number of 
control tests of the apparatus and experi- 
ments with control animals. 

While many, if not indeed the majority of 
the researches in the Nutrition Laboratory 
may be considered as of an abstract, scien- 
tific nature, one research certainly has far- 
reaching, practical bearings, namely, the 
investigation of the influence of alcohol 
upon the metabolic, neural and muscular 
processes. The laboratory is at present en- 
gaged in an extended program of research 
on these vexed problems and not only is the 
influence of alcohol upon the metabolic 
processes studied with the special equip- 
ment of the laboratory, but a special labo- 


ratoiy has been constructed for 
of the influence upon the neural 
cular processes. The equipment 
special laboratoiy includes the ezoe|iKiKi^ 
ingenious string galvanometer of Eiqlilwis^ 
for measurements of the pulse andHiniSt^ 
the faradic stimulus apparatus 
necker and of Martin, and particula|j^yitto 
apparatus of Dodge. In the past ye«a:;.^,^tb« 
psychological phases of the work havi^^||^^ 
further extended by Professor Walter;'®. 
Miles to include observations on pUffifes- 
sional typists, with a most careful anal^pis 
of the movements and reactions incidental 
to typewriting. A program for the com- 
plete research has been prepared and wsih 
mitted to a large number of European mad 
American scientists for comment, and^the 
studies will be planned in accordance with 
this program. Such an elaborate progaim 
emphasizes the value of being able to oon^ 
duct researches continuously for a serieg :Of 
years and thus accumulate definite and ip- 
thoritative data with regard to problenw 
that have heretofore been studied for the 
most part in a desultory manner. 

Perhaps the most ambitious undertaking 
of the laboratory thus far has been a recent 
study of prolonged fasting. Just prior to 
the establishment of the Carnegie Nutri- 
tion Laboratory a special fund was appro- 
priated by the trustees of the Carnegie In- 
stitution of Washington for the study ef 
fasting at Wesleyan University, Middle- 
town, Conn. Upon the basis of this investi- 
gation plans were made for studying a 
fasting subject over a long period, but it 
was not until 1912 that opportunity arose 
for satisfactorily conducting such a re- 
search, The subject fasted for a period ol 
thirty-one days, taking absolutely no food 
and drinking but 900 c.c. of distilled water 
per day. The subject wag also studied dur- 
ing a short preliminary period and during 
a three-day realimentation period. During 
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the sojourn of the subject in the labora- 
tory, the entire laboratory staff, with a 
corps of medical experts, was concentrated 
upon securing simultaneous obaervatfons 
with this subject. A large number of ob- 
servations of a purely physiological nature 
were made, such as body-weight, insensible 
perspiration, temperature fluctuations, 
pulse-rate, blood pressure and certain ob- 
servations on the mechanics of respiration. 
The gaseous metabolism and the alveolar 
air were also measured. The subject slept 
each night throughout the experiment for 
approximately 10 hours inside of the bed 
calorimeter. He was under surveillance 
constantly and it was therefore impossible 
for him to secure any food. As a result he 
lived entirely upon body substance, and 
chemical analyses, which included a study 
of the gaseous, solid and liquid excreta, 
gave most important data regarding the 
breaking down of the material inside the 
body, and the various components most 
strenuously attacked as a result of the 
fasting. 

The subject was an ideal one, remaining 
very quiet. Comparisons of the metabolism 
and other factors during sleep and during 
waking were thus perfectly feasible for the 
first time, and showed the profound influ- 
ence of sleep upon the metabolism. From 
the numerous experiments with both the 
respiration apparatus and the respiration 
calorimeter and a careful record of the daily 
activity, the total balance of income and 
outgo of this man for thirty-one days could 
bo computed with great accuracy. The 
most important factors of metabolism meas- 
ured on this subject are indicated on the 
accompanying chart. 

Simultaneous with the physiological and 
chemical examixmtion, am important psy^ 
chological study showed that for thirty-one 
days the subject was able to exist in a 
fairly normal mental condition. A most 


rigid and careful clinical 
made every other day and the 
under the constant supervision 
physicians. All the resources of fialialio- 
ratory were brought to bear upon 
and the whole project illustrates m|| ^ i P ifes t 
manner possible the particular advMftWSB 
of a laboratory of this type and thaj^peovfl- 
iar obligations of workers in the lahMsatOfy 
to undertake in so far as possible on^ii^MMe 
researches that can not be satisfmiSffily 
studied elsewhere, 

Francis 6. BENmWOT 

NSANDEBTAL MAN IN SPAIN: TITE HHmSM 
JAW OF SANOLAS 
It ia not generally realized that 
skeletal remains of what is now ktioism m 
Homo neandertalenaia, or Moueterian 
were found in Spain at Gibraltar in itftiB. 
This preceded the discovery in the valfy cif 
the Neander by nine years. In many resip«etB 
the Gibraltar skull is still one of the mostte- 
portant specimens of this type of early 4Mii. 
Although its distinctive characters were waslj^ 
recognized by both Falconer and Busk^ 
discovery of the man of Neandertal comkMT^ 
a more opportune time was the first tawifiiL 
and hold the attention of the scientific mttd; 
hence for the name of that race we iMp 
Homo neatidertalenaU instead of H. cdlpmiv 
(from Calf4, the old name for Gibraltar)L 
The history of the Gibraltar skull is ihMIfc 
paralleled by that of another discovery Iftl 
Spain, not near Gibraltar but in the Mflilb* 
easternmost province, Gerona, near the elmditm 
end of the Pyrenean chain of moudlihiau 
Some 23 km. north-northwest of Geroiig^ 4lB 
capitol of the province of the same nadm^ 9m 
the center of a depression lies the Idiis Jit 
Bafiolas, now only a remnant of what It 
was. Hmnediately to the east of the sonlhiiMi 
end of the lake is the town of Bafiolai IsIMl 
on travertine beds left by the former gpMMlIp 
lake. These rest on early QuaterniMl^ 
clays and have been exploited extensiwiy iof 
buUdh:ig purposes. The quarry of Dmi Hsfh 
renao Eoura is near the northern limits^4hi 
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fown in what is called “ XJano de la Formiga.” 
Bere in April, 1887, he encountered a human 
lover iaw embedded in the hard travertine at 
a depth of from four to five meters. Fortu- 
nately Houra left the fragile jaw, almost com- 
plete, in its stone matrix and turned the block 
over to a Bafiolaa pharmacist, Don Pedro 
Alfliua, who undertook the preparation of the 
specimen by the careful removal of the matrix 
from the bone. The relic is still in the pri- 
vate collection of Aleius, or rather of his fam- 
ily, for he died early in 1916. Although he 
published nothing concerning the specimen, 
Aleius recognized its archaic character. The 
first printed notice seems to have been that 
in “ Anuari del Institut d^Estudis Catalans,” 
Baroelona, 1909, by Professor Manuel Cazurro. 
Another note by Professor E. Harl4 appeared 
in 1912 in the Boletin del InMtuto Geologico 
de Eepana (Madrid). Now comes an exhaus- 
tive study entitled “ La Mandibula Neander- 
taloide de Baftolas by Professors E. Iler- 
nandez-Pacheco and Hugo Obermaier.^ 

On account of its fragile character no at- 
tempt has been made to separate the lower jaw 
wholly from its matrix. Its inner surfaces are 
therefore not accessible. The outer surfaces 
including a full set of sixteen teeth are laid 
bars. The bone is of the same color as the 
matrix and highly fossilized. The right side 
is fairly well preserved. The condyloid proc- 
en however is entirely gone. The anterior 
portion of the coronoid process is nearly com- 
plete; but its highest point can not be defi- 
nitely fixed. A small piece is missing from the 
angle at the junction of the horizontal with 
tlie ascending ramus, but its negative is so 
well preserved by the tufa that the gonion can 
be determined with accuracy. 

The left half of the jaw was broken in seven 
pwM when discovered. These have been suc- 
oeirfully united. But owing to a very early 
hreidk ^e whole left half is shoved outward 
and haokward to a slight degree, a defect which 
can not be remedied. The left ascending 
itama is not in so good a oondition as the 

z^^ComlBiCn de Inveetigaeionee Paleontologicas 
g Pvihistorlcae/’ roemoria mnnero 6, Madrid 
4Mipe4romo), 1916. 


right While the coronoid and condyloid proc- 
esses are missing, the transverse diameter of 
the latter can be measured because of the tufa 
negative. Nearly the whole of the condyle 
lies inside the plane of the outer surface of the 
ascending ramus if extended, as is the case 
with the lower jaw of La Chapelle-aux- Saints. 

The neck of the condyle is short; the coro- 
noid process, low and blunt as seen in the 
nearly intact right ramus. The ascending 
branches are relatively low and broad. The 
body of the lower jaw is also low but robust. 
The chin is at least rudimentary if not wholly 
lacking; the angle of symphysis is 85®, placing 
the man of Ban alas in the same class with 
that of La Ferrassie, In some Neandcrtal ex- 
amples the absence of chin is more pronounced 
and the angle of symphysis correspondingly 
greater as seen in the following table from 
Boule : 


Hcceat man (individual variations) . . 67® to 93® 

Lower jaw of La Ferrassie 85® 

Lower jaw of BaSolos 85® 

Lower jaw of La Naulette 94® 

Iiower jaw <3 and H of Krapina .... 99® 

Lower jaw of La Chapelle aux -Saints. 104® 

Lower jaw of Mauer 105® 

Lower jaw of Malarnaud 105® to 110® 

Lower jaw of Spy 106® to 111® 

Lower jaw of the Gorilla 106® 

Lower jaw of the Chimpanzee 136® 

Lower jaw of the Orang 124® 


The lower jaw of Bafiolas belonged to a 
male, who had reached the age of about forty 
years. Morphologically it falls within the 
Neandertal group, being the second discovery 
of this type in Spain. Unfortunately it was 
associated neither with other skeletal remains 
nor with artifacts. The travertine and the 
lower jaw itself are undoubtedly Pleistocene. 
If not BO archaic as the Gibraltar skull, it 
might well be as old as the remains from 
La Ferrassie, which were associated with a 
typical Mousterian industry. 

GaoRQE Gbant MaoCordv 

YaLX tJNIVXEgITT, 

New HaveN; Gokn. 
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CALIFORNIA MEETING OF THE GEOLOG- 
ICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

Thb bnaiiLQse Beaaions of the summer meet- 
ing of the society are to be held as planned at 
the University of California and Leland Stan- 
ford Junior University, August 3-6, 1915, in 
affiliation with the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science. 

The sessions of Tuesday and We<lncsday, 
August 3 and 4, will be held at the University 
of California and that of Thursday, August 6, 
will be held at Stanford University. Morn- 
ing sessions at Berkeley will begin at 10 
o^clock; Stanford University, at 10:80 oVdock. 
Afternoon sessions open at 2 o’clock. Train 
leaves San Francisco 9 a.m., arriving Palo 
Alto at 9 :54. 

The society’s subscription dinner will be 
held at the Engineers Club, San Francisco, at 
7 o’clock on the evening of Wednesday, August 
4. The price is $1.50 per plate. Early notice 
of intention to participate in the dinner should 
be sent to the secretary of the Oordilleran 
Section, Mr. J. A. Taff, 781 Flood Building, 
San Francisco. 

Excursions, August 6, to Point Reyes Sta- 
tion, Marin County, for an examination of the 
San Andreas earthquake rift and to Mussel 
Bock, San Mateo County, for an examination 
of Pliocene strata, the type section of Merced 
formation and the post-Tertiary deformation 
of the coast. 

August 7 to Santa Cruz for an examination 
of uplifted mar ne terraces. 

August 9 and 10 (with the 1 aleontological 
Society) to Mount Diablo for an examination 
of the Mount Diablo overthrust and the suc- 
cession of Tertiary strata and to Walnut 
Creek. 

Aug\xflt 11 and following days, to Yosemite 
with F. E. Matthea and E. C. Oc^ina. 

The Shattuck Hotel at Berkeley has been 
selected for the hotel headquarters where rooms 
may be hod from $1.60 up. Reservations 
should be made in advance. For a complete 
list of hotels with rates see SoiKNOfi, Vol. XLI., 
No, 1068, June 18, 1916, page 893. 

Information regarding railroad routes and 
rates from the east may be gathered from 


Science, Vol. XU., No. 1069, June 95,^ 
page 935. 

The principal features of the progra4lpHl^ 
the following symposia: 

On Erosion and Deposition in Arid 
by H. E. Gregory. ' J' 

On Biastrophism of the Pacific Coast, led by 1ij|- 
drew C. Lawson. - ‘ 

On Petrological Problems of the Pacific AreaJ Hi' 
by B. A. Daly. u ’ 

On Seismology of the Pacific Coast Region. s 
On Ore Deposits, led by C. F. Tolman, 


The first four will be held at the UnivertSty 
of California and the last at Leland Stanfottt 
Junior University. The afternoon eeasion^^ 
Wednesday will be devoted to seismology. 

The following titles have been submitted 
thus far, others may be included in the dai{^ 
program. 

John D. Clark (Introduced by C. F. Tolman, ^.)i 
‘‘The RCle of Colloidal Migration in Ore ft# 
posits'' (15 minutes). 

William Herbert Hobbs, “Origin of the Baiiilis 
within the Hamada of the Libyan Desert" (20 
minutes), ■ 

WilHam Herbert Hobbs, “Limited Effective V#!? 
tical Range of the Desert Band -blast, Based upon 
Observations made in the Libyan Desert and in 
the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan" (20 minutes). 

J. 0, Jones (introduced by J. C. Merrinm) “Ori^ 
of the Tufas of Lake I^ontan" (20 minutei^, 
Andrew C. Lawson, “The Profiles of the Desert" 
(30 minutes), 

George D. Louderback, ‘ ' Structural Features ol 
the Tain tdng Shan" (00 minutes). 

J. 0. Bay (introduced by 0. F. Tolman, Jr.), “IHr 
amples of Successive Beplacement of Earlier Si4? 
phide Minerals by later Sulphides at Butte, Ma$ir 
tana" (lantern slides, 15 minutes). 

A. F. Rogers (introduced by C. F. Tolman, Jr.)| 
“Sericite, a I<ow Temperature Hydrothermal 
Mineral" (lantern slides, 30 minutes). 

C. F. Tolman, Jr., “Bajadas of the Santa CatftlM 
Mountains, Arizona" (20 minutes). 

C, F, Tolman, Jr., “Chemical Interpretation 
Certain Data Furnished by the Microsoopie lav 
vestigation of Ores" (lantern slides, 80 ntjn^ 
' utea).. 

Harry 0. Wood (introduced by A. C. LawaOft), 
“On a Poswble Causal Mechanism for Haifa 
Fault*alipplng in the Chlifomia Coast Range Bf* 
gion" (80 minutes). 
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S. W. Young (introduced by C. F. Tolman, Jr.')i 
^‘Certain Chemical Factors Governing Secondary 
Knrichment ' ' (45 minutes). 

Inasmuch as the secretary of the society is 
now leaviiig on an expedition which will keep 
him out of the country for about three months, 
requests for further information regarding the 
summer meeting of the society should be sent 
to Mr. Taff at the address given above. Addi- 
tional titles of papers to be presented at the 
meeting should likewise be sent to him direct. 

The summer meeting of the Paleontological 
Society will be held at Berkeley and Stanford 
University in affiliation with the Geological 
Society on the same dates. Details of the 
program and excursions may be learned from 
Dr. R. S. Bassler, U. S. National Museum, 
Washington, D. C., or Dr. J, C. Merriam, 
Lei and Stanford J uni or University, Stanford 
University, California. 

The meeting of Section E of the American 
Association for tho Advancement of Science 
will be merged in that of the Geological Soci- 
ety of America. Members of the section are 
cordially invited to attend the sessions and 
take part in the open discussions. 

Edmund Otis Hovet, 
Secretary 

American Museum or Natural Histort, 

New York 


SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

Dr. Richard H. Orkkl, of the United States 
Public Health Service, has, after first declin- 
ing on account of his health, now accepted the 
appointment as health commissioner of the city 
of Boston. 

The American Ambassador tc France pre- 
sented on June 24 the American Geographical 
Society's gold medal to M, Vidal de Lablache, 
the distinguished French geographer. 

The British Institution of Mining Engi- 
neers has awarded its medal this year to Dr. 
J. S. Haldane, F.R.S., in recognition of his 
work on the causes of death in colliery explo- 
sions and other subjects connected with mines. 

Professor MaroN J. Rosenau, of the Har- 
vard Medical School, has been elected president 


of the American Society of Tropical Medicine. 

At the annual meeting of the American 
Surgical Association held in Rochester, Minn., 
last month, the following officers were elected: 
President, Dr. Robert G. Le Conte, Philadel- 
phia; vice-presidents, Drs. Charles L, Gibson, 
New York City, and Archibald MacLaren. St. 
Paul; secretary. Dr. John H, Gibbon, Phila- 
delphia; recorder, Dr. John F, Binnie, Kansas 
City, Mo. ; and treasurer, Dr. Charles H. 
Peck, New York City. The 1916 meeting will 
be held in Washington. 

Dr. C. JiiDBON Herrick, professor of neurol- 
ogy in the University of Chicago, has been 
elected president of the honorary scientific 
society. Sigma Xi, at that institution. Di- 
rector Edwin Brant Frost, of the Yerkes Ob- 
servatory, has been elected vice-president. 

Mr. j. B. Tyrrell, of Toronto, was elected 
president of the Geological Section of the 
Royal Society of Canada at its recent annual 
meeting. 

The Alabama Polytechnic Institute has con- 
ferred the degree of doctor of science upon 
Altus Lacy Quaintance, in charge of deciduous 
fruit insect investigations in the U. S. Bu- 
reau of Entomology, Dr. Quaintance was at 
one time a student at this institution taking 
his master’s degree there. This is the first 
doctorate of science conferred by the institu- 
tion. 

The honorary degree of doctor of laws has 
been conferred by the University of Cambridge 
on Professor G. B. Mathews, F.R.S., formerly 
fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge, and 
on Dr. G. S. Middleton, president of the Asso- 
ciation of Physicians of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

At Cambridge University the Wiltshire 
prize in geology and mineralogy has been 
awarded to Mr. D. B. Briggs, of Jesus College. 
The Frank Smart prize in botany has been 
awarded to Mr. £. J, Haskell, Emmanuel Col- 
lege, end that in zoology to Mr. L, T. Hogben, 
of Trinity College. 

Professor E. B. Poulton has been elected 
president of the Linnean Society. 
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Da. Geobob S. Obahau baa been appointed 
aaoond assiatant pathologist and Dr. Edgar M. 
Medler research assistant in pathology, at the 
Boston City Hospital* 

Db. Irving Pkrrinb, professor of geology and 
paleontology at the University of Oklahoma, 
has resigned to become head geologist to the 
Pierce Oil Corporation, of St. Louis, Mo. 
With him goes Mr. L. E. Trout, at present 
chief geologist of the Oklahoma State Geolog- 
ical Survey. They will make their head- 
quarters at Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Curator William C. Mills, of the Ohio 
State Archeological Museum, will leave for 
Scioto County in two weeks, where he with 
' two assistants, H. C. Shetrone, of the mu- 
seum, and William Holdermann, of Columbia 
University, will superintend explorations in 
the mounds of that vicinity. This trip is 
taken by members of the Ohio State Historical 
and Archeological Society each year. The 
party which includes, besides a photographer, a 
surveyor and a working force, will live in tents 
during the summer. Data and relics will be 
collected and afterwards tabulated and re- 
corded by Dr. Mills. Bound copies will be 
made of these records and placed in the mu- 
seum. 

Dr. Eiohard C. Cabot has been appointed 
medical adviser to Kadcliffe College. 

SzB Nathaniel Barnaby, the British naval 
engineer, died on June 15, at eighty-six years 
of age. 

UNirSBSlTT AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS 

In honor of Dr. Wheeler, since 1899 presi- 
dent of the University of California, the re- 
gents have voted that the new classroom build- 
ing to be begun in July, 1915, shall be named 
Benjamin Ido Wheeler Hall. This white 
granite building is being erected at a cost of 
$800,000 from proceeds of the bond issue of 
$1,800,000 voted in November, 1914. Flans 
are being prepared also for an additional agri- 
cultural building to cost $350,000; for tbe first 
unit of a new group of chemistry buildinga, 
this structure to cost $250,000; and for the 
completion at a cost of $400,000 of the uni- 
versity library. 


Arrangements for an exchange of professors 
between the University of Washington and fhe 
University of the Philippines have progresisil 
to the stage where it is probable that Df, 
Horace G. Byers, professor of chemistry in 
the University of Washington, will spend the 
next year in Manila. In the event of his going, 
Professor Horace G. Deming, a graduate of 
the University of Washington, head of tbe 
department of chemistry in the University of 
the Philippines, will go to the University of 
Washington for the year. 

The trustees of Cornell University have 
elected Alexander M. Gray to be professor of 
electrical engineering and head of the depart- 
ment of electrical engineering in Sibley Col- 
lege. Professor Gray will begin his work at 
Cornell in the fall. He has been for several 
years a member of the faculty of McGill Uni- 
versity. The head professorship of electrical 
engineering in Sibley College was resigned 
by Professor H. H. Norris two years ago and 
Professor Vladimir Karapetoff has been acting 
head of the department. 

At the Carnegie Institute of Technology, 
James Burt Miner, of the University of Min- 
nesota, has been appointed assistant professor 
of psychology. Louis L. Thurstone, graduate 
student at the University of Chicago, and 
Margaret L. Free, of Bryn Mawr, have been 
appointed assistants in the bureau of mental 
tests. Jonathan L. Zerbe and Katharine Mur- 
doch remain as instructors in educational 
psychology. Among the aims of the depart- 
ment is the study of the psychology of indus- 
trial processes and of the teaching of those 
processes. 

Dr. W. C. Allee, who had charge of the de- 
partment of soology at the University of Okla- 
homa this year, during the temporary absence 
of Dr. K. H. Lane, has been appointed head of 
the department of zoology of Lake Forrest 
College. 

Dr. F. E. Chidester, assistant professor of 
biology and in charge of the courses in zool- 
ogy at Butgers College, has recently been 
promoted to the headship of a new department 
of soology, with the rank of associate pro- 
fessor. 
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Db. Qbo. I. AdamSj who has been professor ^ 
of geology and mining at the Fei Yang Uni- 
Tamlty at Tientsin, China, has been appointed 
to the faculty of the Government University 
at Peking. 

Mr, C. T. R. Wilson, F.R.S., lecturer in 
experimental physics at the University of 
Cambridge, has been elected to a fellowship 
in Sidney Sus^x College for a period of five 
years. 

The board of Trinity College, Dublin, has 
appointed Miss E. M. Maxwell, of the Royal 
Victoria Eye and Ear ..Hospital, Dublin, to the 
Montgomery lectureship in ophthalmology. 

DISCUSSION AND COEHESPONDENCS 

APPLICATION OF PETROQBAPHIO METHODS TO 
ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY 

When it is considered that minerals are 
fundamentally more or less definite chemical 
compounds and that optical mineralogy has 
attained a high stage of development and im« 
portance, it is a matter of considerable surprise 
that the application of petrographic methods 
to general chemistry has been attempted in so 
relatively few instances and that at present, 
speaking generally, crystal optics is a subject 
almost unheard of among the great majority 
of chemists. Chemical literature is filled with 
such vague crystal descriptions as "needles,” 
" tablets,” etc., which it is hardly necessary to 
say are almost worthless— absolutely so when 
taken out of connection with the reactions of 
the compounds. Crystallographic measure- 
ments ore not always possible, are tedious, and 
lack general applicability. Microchemical re- 
actions usually resolve themselves into simple 
observation of the appearances of the crystals 
formed, a ph>cedure open to the objection that 
in many cases very diverse substances crystal- 
lize rather similarly. Petrographic methods 
are open to none of these objections. In a very 
laige number of substances the optical data is 
definitiva The methods are of general appli* 
cability to crystalline material regardless of 
tiie existence or non-existence of crystal faces, 
and are rapid and comparalively simple. 

It is well known that the rock-forming min- 
erals are now usuidly determined by micro- 


scopic examination and that it is even pos^ 
sible to calculate approximately the chemical 
composition of a rook from the data thus ob- 
tained In some rather rare instances these 
same methods have been extended to chemical 
compounds other than minerals. In 1898 
J. L. C. Schroeder van der Kolk^ published 
an acount of i>etrographio methods and ap- 
plied them to certain artificial salts. Otto 
Rosenheim^ by a determination of the optical 
characters, positive or negative, of phrenosin 
and kerasin, obtained from the brain, suc- 
ceeded in differentiating these two substances. 
This teat was confirmed in this laboratory on 
the same materials obtained from molds. Fry* 
has applied petrographic methods to the deter- 
mination of the various salts ordinarily occur- 
ring in commercial fertilisers, and to the deter- 
mination of mixed solids obtained in certain 
phase-rule work,* all cases where chemical 
analysis could not give the desired results. In 
a very recent address before the Chemical 
Society of Washington Dr. F. E. Wright called 
attention to the utility of petrographic methods 
in chemical analysis, and during this address 
and the succeeding discussion several specific 
applications were pointed out, notably that of 
the differentiation of the sugars. The pub- 
lished reports of Dr. Wright and coworkers 
afford numerous instances of the valuable ap- 
plication of petrographic methods to many 
substances, especially in the examination ot 
products obtained in various melts. This work 
can not be too highly commended. Ohamot* 
has emphasized the usefulness of the methods. 

Recently the literature has been searched 
and practically complete optical data has been 
found for over 3TA chemical individuals rang- 
ing from simple elements to the more complex 
inorganic and organic compounds. In addition 
there is an immense number of compounds of 
which some of the data is known. This makes 
it quite possible to definitely identify quite a 

Anleitung zur HikroskopiKhen Krys- 
tallbestiinmung, ’ ’ Wiesbaden. 

^Biochem. JoUK, 8, 110, 1914. 

* U. fi. Dept, of Agric,, Bui. 97, 1914. 

* Parker, Jour. Phyt. Chem., 18, 659-61, 1914. 

Elementary Chemical Microscopy." 
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number of tihemical individuals and to differ- 
entiate a TAStly larger number. For simple 
differentiation, however, it should be under- 
stood that it is not necessary that any data be 
known since sufBcient may usually be obtained 
in £ve minutes or less. 

It is obvious that by the use of petrographic 
methods in chemical work an immense amount 
of time can be saved, a saving that overwhelm- 
ingly counterbalances the initial cost of equip- 
ment and the rather unimportant trouble of 
learning the methods. With numerous sub- 
stances the necessity for tedious qualitative 
analysis can be obviated or at least greatly 
limited, Reagents or precipitates, where ex- 
tremely accurate results are not sought, may 
be examined for purity with scarcely more 
than a glance. This is of great value in vari- 
ous phases of drug examination or general 
inspection work. In this laboratory the petro- 
graphic microscope has supplanted a large 
amount of routine chemical analysis with a 
consequent saving of both time and reagents. 

This paper is written with the purpose of 
calling to the attention of chemists the fact 
that, while the petrographic microscope can 
never entirely supplant chemical analysis, it 
may be and actually is an aid which can not 
fail to be of very great service both to the 
research and to the commercial worker. 

WiLUAM H, Fry 

Bureau or Soils, 

IT. 8. BEPAKTlffENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
Washington, D, C. 

TO THE AMERICAN PHYSICAL SOCIETY 

In his announcement of June 25th to the 
members of the American Physical Society, 
Professor Cole expresses the fear that there 
will not be room on the program of the San 
Francisco meeting of August 6 for many 
papers from eastern members. Evidently Pro- 
fessor Cole has overestimated the numbers or 
the scientific activity of the members of the 
Physical Society on the Pacific Coast. 

It is the belief of the coast committee on 
program that there will be ample time fqr the 
reading of all papers that our eastern mem- 
bers are willing to present, and accordingly 


this committee especially invites papers from 
the eastern members at this session, 

Fernando Sanford, 

E, P, Lewis, 

For the OomnUttee 

A OOBRBCnON 

- May I be allowed to call attention to a 
printer’s error in my article entitled Some 
Reasons for Saving the Genus/^ which was 
published in Science for June 18, 1915? The 
concluding sentence (p. 902) was rendered en- 
tirely ineffective by the omission of a line. The 
sentence should read : “ In this conflict the 
‘general biologist’ should, I think, lend his 
support to that faction which shows the higher 
regard for the interests of the scientific public.” 

F. B. Sumner 

A CHICKEN WITH POUR LEGS 
On December 15, 1914, a chicken was 
hatched out of one of our settings which had 
four legs. It lived from one evening to the 
next noon when it was stepped upon by the 
mother-hen and killed. It seemed to be normal 
in every other respect, eating and walking 
about like the others, of the usual markings 
and full size but not unusually large. 

The two extra legs were at either side of the 
extreme rear of the body, appeared to be com- 
plete in all the essentials, having the three 
main toes and the small toe together with toe- 
nails. These extra legs were about two thirds 
the sixe of the principal ones, were a lighter 
yellow in color and had the toes facing the 
rear, the opposite to the ordinary ones. 

In walking, the chicken curled up the extra 
legs behind it, using only the principal ones. 

It was of the Plymouth Bock breed and 
nothing unusual was noticeable about any of 
the eggs of the setting. There did not seem 
to be anything unusual in the fertility of the 
eggs — thatchings running from two to deven 
chickens. Six eggs of the setting in qaeetion 
hatched and all the remainder appear entirdy 
normal 

This specimen was sent to the Museum of 
the Escuda de Agrioultra here. 

C. B. Fxrbinb 
OOanoftAf Deember £2, ^914 
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SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

Vorlesungen tiher allgemeine Histologic gc~ 

halicn an der Hocksch/nle fiir Frauen in 8U 

Petersburg, Von Alexander Gurwitsoh. 

Jena, Gustav Fischer, 1918, Pp. vi + 345. 

204 

Professor Gurwitsch has taken seriously his 
task of instructing the college 'women of 
Petrograd. He has prepared for them a course 
so philosophical that if adopted for American 
young men, the audience would be restive, if 
not more disrespectful. But he appreciates 
that he is not dispensing milk for babes, and 
quotes Helmholtz that the academic teacher 
should always bo mindful of this — that among 
his hearers there are perhaps ‘^die besten 
Kopfe’’ of the next generation, and they are 
to be reckoned with. Accordingly he presup- 
poses an “ elementary zoological, anatomical 
and botanical knowledge” on tlie part of his 
students, and correctly infers that his work 
‘^perhaps makes greater demands upon the 
attention of the reader than many another 
compendium of histology.” For this the reader 
is amply rewarded. 

The first of the twenty- two lectures deals 
with “the position of histology in the system 
of the biological sciences,” In this abstract 
consideration, histology is shown to be far re- 
moved from a naive, automatically-recording 
science, limited only by optical and technical 
dif^culties. Its real difficulties are those of 
subjective interpretation, and the author ranks 
it high among the various attempts to secure 
a better understanding of vital phenomena. 
But he emphasizes the fact that the study of 
structure is only one method of approach' 
among many which are available, and “ we do 
not know how far toward the goal it can lead 

US,” 

Each subject discuesed in the lectures is 
introduced with the formulation of a biolog- 
ical problem. Thus the second lecture — on 
“the fundamental conceptions of microscopic 
morphology” — begins with the statement that 
the first and most urgent problem is the end- 
less . mdUpUetiy of forms which organisms 
presemt. Can all organisms be regarded as 


various arrangements of one or a few sorts of 
structural elements? It is then shown that 
the Protista, from the simplest amebce and 
bacteria to the highly organized infusoria, 
appear irreducible. They show an essential 
agreement only in the “heterogeneity of their 
architecture.” But such forms as tlie by droid 
polyps, the vegetative buds of Equisetum and 
embryos of the higher animals, are composed 
of elements, or cells, which show many more 
interrelationships and analogies among them- 
selves than are presented by the organisms in 
toto. To this extent the cell theory is justified 
and significant. In the adults of the higher 
animals, however, the consideration of striated 
muscle fibers and of various supporting tissues 
leads the author to state that the cell theory is 
here “simply inadequate,” and he finds that 
“ the ground substance, the cell, the fiber 
(duets in plants), etc., mnst be accepted as 
coordinate descriptive material in our histo- 
logical inventory.” But he regards granules 
as having no more general characters than 
their configuration, and every granule theory 
is declared illusory. 

The third lecture is entitled the “ substratum 
of development,” and approaches the problem 
of the origin of new organisms. After noting 
that the earliest beginning of the future organ- 
ism which can l>e recognized and individual- 
ized as such, has its own antecedent in the 
maternal organism, not recognizable with the 
methods of to-day but which may be with 
those of to-morrow. Dr. Gurwitsch proceeds 
to consider the ovum, and thus the nature of 
protoplasm in general. In abbreviated form, 
he writes: 

The investigation of protoplasmic structure is 
among the pet problems of histology. If only sel- 
dom expressed, most of such studies have been in- 
spired by the wish and hope of finding something In 
the structure of protoplasm which would explain its 
** properties.^' But this hope gradually paled as 
the investigator became lost in the labyrinth of 
mieroscopie pictures. There was a lack of sufficient 
appreciation of the part which induction plays in 
appareittily so simple a procedure as describing 
wha^ is seen. Many times we imagine that we ac- 
eomilSish this in a purely objective way, when in 
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fauit we offer an interpretation. Since the picturea 
admit of different interpretations they most be ex- 
amined in the light of the physical properties of 
protoplasm. To have perceived and applied this 
postulate is the unperishable contribution of 
BtttaehU. 

Accordingly nucleus and protoplasm are 
thoroughly examined in their physical and 
chemical relations, and the manifold structural 
forms assumed under the microscope are par- 
tially explained by considering protoplasm a 
Tery soft gel, near the critical condition. 

Under various abnormal or perhaps physio- 
logical conditions it may wholly or in part 
become a sol.” 

Two lectures are devoted to cell division, and 
like all other parts of the book, they are illus- 
trated with large, clear, beautifully executed 
figures, derived from many sources. Collect- 
ively they suggest faultless technique and the 
clearest of objectives. The account of mitosis 
imparts the fascination which this process 
still holds upon the lecturer through its inher- 
ent mystery, and the subject is left with the 
following characteristic conclusion: 

Why the number of chromosomes and their size 
are so very different in cloeely related species or 
races; why ipecially in the seminal cells of one 
representative of the cyeloitomes {Myxint) pecu- 
liarly formed rod-shaped centrosomes appear; why 
the eentroBomes of a particular annelid (ffhynohel- 
mif) attain enormous, maeroscopieally visible di- 
mensions, etc. ; theee all are problems the rational 
explanation of >vhich can not be hoped for in the 
years within sight. 

The course continues with a consideration of 
the following themes: Growth; the substratum 
of inheritance; shape and structure; the his- 
tology of metabolism; change of form and 
motion; the nervous system; and finally, the 
possibility of establishing histological laws. 
Each of these subjects is treated in one or 
more lectures, with freshness and originality. 
The two lectures on '‘shape and structure” 
state that the adult is characterized by rela- 
tively stabile weight and fixed shape, and this 
condition is attributsd to “ the high degree of 
elasticity in the adult organism as contrasted 
with the plasticity of embryonic stages.” The 
structures accounting for theae eharasteristioa 


of the adult are then considered — epithelium 
and its modifications in the first lecture, with 
the conclusion that " in maintaining the 
typical shape of the organism, epithelial tissue 
as such plays a subordinate rSle”; and con- 
nective tissue, with cartilage and bone, in the 
second lecture. 

As a whole the lectures are to be highly 
commended. Their unsolved riddles may per- 
haps suggest to others, as to the reviewer, 
the difficulties of Carlyle's Teufelsdrockh, but 
much is in store for the English readers who 
“ accompany him through all his speculations.” 
Of inconsistencies we have noted only one, and 
can not decide which of the following propo- 
sitions is correct: 

Histological investigation is seldom or only ex- 
ceptionally able to take the lead over other methods 
of Investigation as a pioneer in unknown lands 
(p. 11). 

Histology belongs essentially to the sciences of 
discovery, so that histological discoveries have 
often, or very generally, the same exploratory 
character as the voyages of the early mariners 
(P. 4). 

Fbedesio T. Liwis 

Fliea in Relation to DUeaee^Bloodeuehinff 

Fites. By Edward Hxndle, B.A., Ph.D. 

Gambridge University Press, 1914. 

This volume is one of the Cambridge Publio 
Health series and complements the recent work 
on flies in relation to disease by Dr. O. 8. 
Graham-Smith. It was written in collabora- 
tion with the distinguished investigator, Major 
S. B. Christophers, who, for reasons stated in 
the preface, did not consent to appear as joint 
author. In its preparation the author was also 
guided by Professor O. F. H. NuttaU. It is 
Hierefore to be supposed that it measures up 
to the standard set by the noted Quick Pro- 
fessor of Protozoology in Cambridge Univsv- 
sity. The reader will find as he proceeds 
through the work that this is the case. 

Dr. Hindle's volume deals with the most 
important field in medical entomology at the 
present time as its scope includes the treatment 
of species transmitting such important mal- 
adies as malaria, yellow fever, sleeping fiek- 
ness and others. In this field much activity 
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hu been displayed in recent years^^ Most of 
the European nations which have possessiona 
in Africa have sent scientific expeditions to 
that continent to study the inseot-bome dis* 
eases. In the case of England, the Royal So* 
ciety, the Imperial Bureau of Entomology, and 
the great schools of tropical medicine have sent 
such expeditions. As there has been an urgent 
demand from administrative officers and others 
for early information on the subject of African 
insect-borne diseases, many of the commissions 
and investigators have published preliminary 
or progress reports from time to time. The 
undertaking of the author of this book was to 
summarize and correlate as far as x> 08 sible the 
findings of the different investigators which 
in many cases have not been harmonious. Dr. 
Kindle himself has conducted investigations 
in various parts of Africa and adds his own 
views to those of other investigators on points 
which are by no means settled. 

The general plan of the work is to combine 
the necessary entomological and medical fea- 
tures of the problem so that the accounts of the 
different diseases will be complete. In the 
treatment of diseases borne by mosquitoes, for 
instance, a full discussion of tbe classification 
of the mosquitoes is given, Thii? is followed by 
a series of chapters on the diseases such as 
malaria and yellow fever which these insects 
transmit. The completeness of tbe work may 
be judged from the table of the two hundred 
and forty-one species of anopheles, their classi- 
fication and generic synonymy, and notes on 
their habitat and connection with malaria. 
Even with such complete special discussions 
the work is well balanced, but its chief char- 
acteristic is its inolusivenesB and the good 
judgment the author has displayed in the ex- 
clusion of immaterial details. 

Dr. Kindle lost his life in military opera- 
tions in Africa, where he was continuing his 
investigations of tropical diseases, soon after 
the outbreak of tbe war. He was a young man 
and would undoubtedly have made further 
valuable contributions to the study of insect- 
home diseases. But the present book may be 
considered a monument that will mark his 
place, which was an important one in the study 


of tropical diseases at a time when such work 
as his was much needed. W. D. Hunteu 


SPSCIAL AXT2CLS8 

THE DIFFUSION OF OASES AT LOW PBES8UBEB 
HADE VISIBLE BY EFFECTS 

An interesting and instructive experiment 
for the lecture table is to connect a discharge 
tube AC, which is about one meter or more 
in length and which has the exhaust nipple at 
one end, to a pump that will give a Geisaler 
vacuum — an oil Geryk pump will answer very 
well. Between the pump connection M and 
the valve O that closes the tube there should 
be fused a side branch N also having a valve. 
Connect iV by a rubber tube to some source of 
gas other than air, $, g,, ordinary illuminating 
gas. The connection at M should be made 
direct to the pump. Connect A and 0 to the 
terminals of an induction coil that will give 
a spark in air five or more centimeters long. 

To operate, close the valve in the branch N, 
open 0 and evacuate the discharge tube to 
the point where on sparking the characteris- 
tic stris show distinctly. It is immaterial 
whether A or C is the cathode, or whether the 
discharge is unidirectional. Now close the 
valve 0, and, with tbe pump still running, 
open N partly, allowing illuminating gas to 
be drawn by the pump through the branch 
OM, thus displacing the air by the gas. By 
closing N, pumping and later admitting more 
gas, every trace of air may be washed out of 



the tube leading up to G. Now with N closed 
allow the pump to run for a few seconds until 
it is judged that the pressure in the connect- 
ing tube MO n about that in the discharge 
tube AO. 

At this stage everything is in readiness for 
the experiment, namely, the diffusion of gases 
at low pressures made visible by the color ef- 
fect. The well-known characteristic color of 
the discharge in the case of residual air, eon- 
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taining possibly some water vapor, is orange 
red. To now introduce the illuminating gas 
open the valve 0 for a moment, then close it. 
The end C of the discharge tube is instantly 
filled with a beautiful greenish-white color 
characteristic of illuminating gas. This color 
will diffuse slowly towards A, each color pal- 
ing out, and after three or four minutes the 
discharge throughout the tube will assume a 
uniform grayish hue. The rate of diffusion 
is surprisingly slow and of course depends 
upon a number of factors, c. g,, the gas pres- 
sure in the tube, the pressure of the gas that 
is admitted, the ioniication within the tube 
due to the discharge passing through the tube, 
the amount of moisture present, etc. 

If now the gas connection at be removed 
and this stem opened to the air the pump and 
connections may be freed of gas and the in- 
verse experiment performed; namely, that of 
introducing a small quantity of air. The re- 
sulting orange red color and its diffusion 
through the grayish hue of the illuminating 
gas is even more striking than the first. 

The success of the experiment depends 
largely upon the skill of the operator in prop- 
erly proportioning the quantity of gas to be 
introduced. It is a very simple experiment to 
perform, 

Chas. T. Knipp 

IiABoaATORy OF Physios, 

Univebsity of Illinois, 

.Tune 2, 1915 

TEE NEW 0ELEAN8 MEETING OF TEE 
AUEEICAN CEEMJCAL SOCIETT. Ill 

ntVIBION of physical and inoeganic chemistey 
G. A. Hulett, chairman 
R. C. Wells, secretary 

E. R. Weaver: A Colorimetric Determination of 

Acetylene, 

A new colorimetric method for the determina- 
tion of very small amounts of acetylene in gas 
mixtures depends upon the formation of a red col- 
loidal solution of cuprous chloride containing gela- 
tine and alcohol. Oomparison is made with a so- 
lution of a red dye or a piece of ruby glass. In 
the gravimetric determination of acetylene it has 
been found aecessary to exclude air during the 
filtration and washing ^f the predpitatl. 


Geoege W. Morey : The Ternary System 
SiO^^O from (Lantern.) 

E. 0. Fbakklxn: Rubidium Anmonosodate and 
Ammonopotassiate, 

R. 8. McBride : Experiments on the Diatillaiion of 
Liquid Air in a Magnetio Field, 

PrelimiDary experiments on distillation of liquid 
air in a strong magnetic field indicate that there 
is an improvement in the separation of oxygen 
end nitrogen due to the infiuence of the magnetic 
field. 

E. P. SoHOCH and Denton J, Brown: A Byste- 
matiCj Rapid, Electroanalyiieal Procedure for 
the Beparation and Determination of Silver , 
ArseniCf Copper^ Bismuth, Antimony, Tin, Lead 
and Cadmium, 

In our earlier work, published elsewhere, we 
have shown that copper, tin, lead, bismuth and 
antimony can be determined accurately by electro- 
deposition out of acidified chloride electrolytes 
which contain suitable reducing agents such as 
hydroxylamino or formalin. We hav© found since 
that copper, bismuth and antimony can be de- 
posited simultaneously, and can be separated from 
tin and lead; that tin and lead can be deposited 
simultaneously and separated from cadmium; that 
copper or bismuth con be separated from anti- 
mony by dissolving alloys of these metals in nitric 
acid plus tartaric acid and electrolyiing the so- 
lutions with a limited cathode potential; that bis- 
muth phosphate can be precipitated quantitatively 
out of the same solution; that tin may be sepa- 
rated completely from lead by dissolving an alloy 
of these two metals in nitric acid plus potassium 
nitrate; and that silver in mlver chloride may be 
determined by dissolving the latter in ammonia, 
adding ammonium nitrate and electrolyzing. 

These facts are all combined in the following 
systematic procedure for the rapid eleotroanalytical 
determination of all the common metals the poten- 
tials of which are more noble than that of cad- 
mium. 

(A) Dissolve sample in hydroohlorle acid or in 
aqua regia; an insoluble residue — silver chloride — 
is dissolved in ammonia plus ammonium nitrate, 
and the silver determined electrolytically. 

(R) Treat solution A with hydroxylamine— mer- 
enry, gold and platinum will be precipitated and 
can be determined by well-known metiiods. 

(C) Out of filtrate B, remove arsenic by distil- 
lation with hydrochloric acid, and detente ar- 
senic iodometrically. 
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(I>) Electrolyze retort residue C — copper, anti^ 
fflony and bismtith will be deposited with a cathode 
potential limited to 0*45 volts (against the nor- 
mal calomel electrode). 

Dissolve metal deposit D in nitric acid plus 
tartaric acid, and precipitate bismuth as bismuth 
phosphate. 

(F) Electrolyze filtrate E with a limited cath- 
ode potential — copper alone will be deposited. 
Antimony is obtained by diference. 

(G) Electrolyze residue D with a cathode po- 
tential limited to 0.7 volt against the normal cal- 
omel electrode: tin and lead will be deposited. 
Treat the deposit with nitric acid plus potassium 
nitrate: the solution contains all the lead, and this 
metal may be deposited as lead peroidde, or the 
residue of tin oxide may bo dissolved in hydro- 
chloric acid phis hydroxy] amine and the tin deter- 
mined by electrolysis. 

(H) Electrolyze residue 0 to obtain cadmium 
or other metals. 

P. -ScnooH and W. A. Fblsino: The Influence of 

the Potassium Ion upon the Potential of the 

Ferrocyanide-ferticyanide Flectrode, 

The potential of the ferrocyanide -fern' cyanide 
electrode is made more noble by the addition of 
potassium salts to the electrolyte, but the amount 
of this change in potential is much greater than 
the amount calculated from the change in the 
ratio of ferrocyanide to ferri cyanide ions when 
the concentrations of the latter are calculated from 
the conductivity ratio and with the aid of the rule 
Of mixtures as set forth by Sherrill. It was sug- 
gested by Lewis that this extra eifect may be due 
to tho potassium ion taking part in the pole reac- 
tion. Thus, with the undissociated salts, the re- 
action would 'be: K«Fe(ON)e plus K-ion plus one 
electron gives K 4 Fe('CN)j — and it has been shown 
recently by Mueller that with concentrations of 
potassium ion ranging from 0.2 normal to 0.8 nor- 
mal the amount of change in potential corresponds 
to the amoiint of change in the potassium ion if 
the concentration relations of the other substances 
remains cemstant. Since the latter is not likely to 
be true, and since the potassium ion shows the 
same induenee even in the most dilute solutions 
tried, the authors sought to ascertain whether or 
no the concentration influence of the potassium 
ion is constant with a partieular power of its con- 
centration. This was found to he the case with 
the JS power of the potaasium ion concentration, 
and if the ferrocyanide and the ferricyanide ion 


concentrations are calculated from the conductivity 
ratio and the rule of mixtures. The various mix- 
tures tried present a range of total potassium ion 
concentration from 7.8 millimol to 395 millimol 
per liter. In some mixtures the potassium ion was 
derived wholly from the iron cyanides, in others, 
almost wholly from potassium chloride, and in 
others still, partly from both sources. The differ- 
ent potentials thus reduced to unit concentrations 
present a maximum range of 8 mllUvoits with this 
large variation of concentrations, and hence the 
result may be considered to be constant. Further- 
more, it is likely that on repetition moasurements 
will be obtained which will show considerably less 
variation. 

Since the calculations of the above potentials in- 
volve the general dilution law of strong electro- 
lytes and the rule of mixtures, it was desirable to 
test these calculations in some way, hence the con- 
ductivities of these mixtures were measured and 
compared with their calculated values. When al- 
lowance is made for the influence of the viscosities 
of the solutions, then the observed and the calcu- 
lated conductivities agree to one per cent, and less. 

The work is now being repeated with calcium 
salts in place of potassium salts. Although the 
immediate result of this work is the establishing of 
an empiric relation between concentrations and 
pole potentials, yet it is likely that the results will 
throw some light on the manner of ionization of 
salts with polyvalent ions — ^particularly because 
other electrodes such as the thallous-thalUc, the 
ferrous-ferric and the mercurous-mercuric, show 
similar relations. 

E. G. Van Namk and D. U. Hill: The Bates of 

Solution of Metals in Ferric Salts and in 

Chromic Acid, 

The observed rates of solution were lowered by 
increasing the concentration of free sulphuric acid. 
In ferric sulphate with O.S-molar acid the rates 
differed and wore higher the more electropositive 
the metal. With 10 -molar acid the four most elec- 
tropositive metals tested all gave the same rate. 
The lowering of the rate with increasing acidity is 
due to increase in the viscosity, which retards the 
diffusion. In general all results are in agreement 
with the diffusion theory of heterogeneous reac- 
tions, but the marked dependence upon the nature 
of the metal, observed at the lower acidity, contra- 
dicts Nemst’s hypothesis that, where no secondary 
effects interfere, the rate of the chemical reaction 
proper {as distinguished from the diffusion proc- 
ess) mutt always be extremely high. 
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I^AUii If. OicsY and Jakss B. Witheow; The 
^Slectrol^ie Preparation of Solid Alkali AmaU 
gams in Quantity, 

bj his method^ obtained 200 gr, of solid 
potassium amalgam in 4 to 6 bra. This method 
has been modified so as to yield 400 gr. in 1 hr. 
As previously found, Shepherd’s method did not 
give pure amalgams. Smith and Bennett, by their 
method, using 3 amp. current, obtained about 
ISO gr. solid sodium amalgam. By using 20 amp. 
current, and cooling the cell by an ice- water bath, 
680 gr. were obtained in 2i brs. It is not neces- 
sary to cool the cell in the case of potassium 
amalgam. After electrolyzing 50 min. with 
1,000 gr. mercury and 20 amp, current, 1,015 gr. 
of solid potassium amalgam were obtained by 
chilling. 

O. L. Barnebey: Permanganate Determination of 
Iron in the Presence of Pluoridee, The Analysis 
of SUieaies and Carbonates for their Ferrous 
Iron Content. 

In a systematic study of the eifect of various 
reagents toward increasing the accuracy of ti- 
trating ferrous iron in the presence of fluorides, 
boric acid was found to give the best Results. 
Boric acid when added to the ferrous solution pre- 
ceding titration converts the hydrofluoric acid to 
metafluoboric acid, HBF^, which does not inter- 
fere with the permanganate reaction. This use of 
boric acid is applied in the analysis of silicate and 
carbonate rocks for their ferrous iron content, 

O. L. Barnebey; The Permanganate and lodi- 
metric Titration of Iodide *n the Presence of 
Bromide and Chloride. 

The Pean de 8t. Gilles permanganate method of 
titrating iodide to iodate has been modified by 
adding manganous sulfate with the ferrous sulfate 
in removing the excess of permanganate. This 
prevents the liberation of bromine or chlorine at 
this stage of the analysis as well as later when 
titrating the excess of ferrous sulfate with the 
permanganate. After the completion of the per- 
manganate titration the iodate formed may be de- 
termined by adding phosphoric acid and potasmura 
iodide and titrating the liberated iodine with thio- 
sulfate. 

Hal Waltkbb Mosblby: The Phenomenon of 
Paseicity Connection Ferrous Alloys of 
Different Compcfsition and Structure, 

The aathoT has shown that samples of iron and 
steel of very diif^rent composition and strueture 


can be made passive with a definite current den- 
sity when the samples were made the anode in an 
electrolytic cell. The nature and concentration of 
the electrolyte are also factors influencing the es- 
tablishment of the passive state. The current 
density required Is not related in any simple way 
to the composition or structure of the samples. 

The results confirm the view that the phenom- 
enon is perfectly general for all classes of irons 
and steels, and show that passivifying agents as 
inhibitors of corrosion have a very wide applica- 
bility. 

William C. Moore: The Thermo-electric Proper- 
ties of Carbon, 

Preliminary experiments with various combina- 
tions of arc carbons as thermo couples showed that 
each particular combination had individual thermo- 
electric characteristics. 

More elaborate measurements were then made 
with various carbon copper couples. The burning 
of such couples at high temperatures was so seri- 
ous that the simple carbon copper couple was 
modified by enclosing the arc carbon rod within 
a copper tube, the combination serving as a couple, 
the tube being partially exhausted by a water 
pump. 

With several of the carbon-carbon couples and 
some of the carbon -copper couples, a point or a 
region of maximum electromotive force was found. 
With one carbon -copper couple this region ex- 
ceeded from 741® C. to 816® C.; with another car- 
bon-copper couple, this region exceeded from 514® 
C. to 566® C. These carbons were of different 
composition and had different manufacturing his- 
tories. The temperature coefficient of the electro- 
motive force of these couples was very irregular 
before reaching the region of maximum electromo- 
tive force; after passing through this region this 
coefficient became more regular, and the slope of 
the de/df — T curve changed. The carbon was 
negative at the cold end, but in one ease becaste 
positive at a high temperature. The carbon used 
in a different carbon copper couple was positive 
throughout the experltuent, an of 2,18 

millivolte being reached when the furnace tem^ 
peratore was 878® C. In this case the electromo- 
tive force did not pan through a maximum. 

The electromotive force of the one carbon -car- 
bon eouple reached a value of 14.59 raillivolts at 
a furnace temperature of 707® and a cold Junc- 
tion temperature of 55.6®. 

In general, this is higher than that reached bp 
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earbon copper couples. The variations shown hj 
any one couple in £feneral are reproducible^ The 
results show that the thermo-electric properties 
of carbon depend on the initial composition and 
the manufacturing history of the carbon. 

It is possible that the change in direction of the 
temporatuTo coefficient -temperature curve indicates 
that some of the carbon material undergoes a 
transition into some other material. The results 
here reported seem to show that ordinary carbon 
is a mixture of several substances — in all proba- 
bility several varieties of carbon with various 
hydrocarbon bodies of high molecular weight, since 
Moissana has shown that all forms of amorphous 
carbon contain hydrogen. 

D. A. MacInnes and Kabji Parkeb: Potassium 
Chloride Concentration Cells, 

J. P. Mon'toomeby; The Precipitation of Lead 
Chloride in Qualitative Analysis, 

Stewart J. Lloyd: Sadium Content of Water 
from the Gulf of Mexico, 

Previous Results, — One liter of sea water con- 
tains in grams of radium: 

Jolly 17.0 X 10-'* 

Kve O.vi X 10-“ 

Eve 0.9 X 10-“ 

Satterly 1.0X10-“ 

Seven and one fourth lifers of Gulf water evap- 
orated down and measured gave 1.7 X 10*“. The 
amount of radium in the ocean is hence probably 
about 1,400 tons, which implies a content of 
uranium of 4,200,000,000 tons, 

W. A. Taylor; in the Measurement of the 

Electrical Conductivity of Solutions, 

WiLUAM J. Van SiCKLEN; Electrolytic Eectifica^ 
tion of Alternating Ciirrcnfc. 

A number of cells were devised varying within 
wide limits several factors affecting the energy 
efficiency of rectification. The electrodes used 
were for the most part iron -aluminium, carbon- 
aluminium, niekeLaluminium. The affect of the 
following factors on the energy efficiency of recti- 
fieation were determined; relative area of and dis- 
tance between electrodes, E.M.F. of the input cir- 
cnit, resistance In the output circuit, nature and 
conductivity and temperature of the electrolyte. 

• ''Electric Furnace,*' p. 48, 1904 ed.— Lenher’s 
translations. 


The alternating current used throughout the deter- 
minations was of 60 cycle frequency, 

William D. Harkins and Ernest D. Wilson: 
The Changes of Mass and Weight Involved in 
the Formation of Complex Atoms, 

William B. Harkins and Ernest D. Wilson: 
The Structure of Complex Atoms, 

William D. Harkins and Ernest D. Wilson; 
Nuclear and Valence Electrons. 

William B, Harkins and Ernest B. Wilson: 
A Periodic Table which Plots ike Atomic 
Weights of the Ordinary and the Isotopic Ele- 
ments, 

Ernest B. Wilson and William B. Harkins: 
A Connection between Planck *8 Quantum Hy- 
pothesis, the Magneton f and the Balmer Senes 
Formula, 

Lloyd C. Daniels: Cuprous Salts of Oxygen Acids 
and a New Method for Preparing Cuprous ScUts, 
Beferences are given to the salts of this class 
that have been described. They are the sulfite, sul- 
fate, ammoniated sulfate, carbon monoxide com- 
pound of the sulfate, acid thiosulfate and acetate. 

The brown insohible product of the action of 
oxalic acid on cuprous sulfite is shown by its clear 
colorless solution in hydrochloric acid, by its clear 
solution in ammonia, and by its formation of cal- 
cium nitrate and nitric acid, to be a new salt of 
this class. Analysis shows its composition to be 
Cu,H 3 (C:rfO,)»* The same method is to bo applied 
to the preparation of other cuprous compounds. 

M. A. EosANorr: A EelaUonal Process of Frac- 
tional Distillation, 

WATER, BEWAOE AND SANITATION SECTION 

Earle B. Phelps, chairman 
H. P. Corson, secretary 

The following list of officers of the Division of 
Water, Bewage and Sanitation, were elected for 
1915: 

Chairmau: Edward Bartow. 

Viee-chofitmanr: Earle B. Phelps. 

Secretary: H. P. Corson. 

Executive Committee: Edward Bartow, Earle 
B. Phelps, H. P. Corson, C. P. Hoover, E, H. S. 
Bailey. 
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P. W, Bruckmillek; The Use of BsTUtidene for 
Svifotes tn Water Ayialysis, 

Edward Bartow and A. N. Benkett: The Deter- 
mination of Arsenio in W^ier Alum, 

European specificationa require that filter alum 
be free from arsenic. This suggested an investi- 
gation of filter alum used in the United States. 
Samples collected from plants in Illinois showed 
not more than 4 porta per million of As, Os. Since 
the Ulinoia plants are supplied from western man- 
ufactories, samples were obtained from plants 
throughout the east. Larger amounts of arsenic 
were found in some of the specimens obtained. 
Only traces of arsenic were found in water treated 
with alum, containing the highest amount of ar- 
senie found. While this would indicate a strong 
po^ibility that the presence of arsenic in filter 
alum is not significant, the authors would recom- 
mend that preference be given to alums with a low 
arsenic content. 

C. P. Hoover: The Manufacture of Alum at the 
Columbus Water Softening and Purification 
Works, 

The process most generally employed to-day for 
coagulating and purifying water contemplates ap- 
plying to the water under treatment a solution of 
aluminum sulfate. The cost of this chemical varies 
from $17 to $20 per ton. 

A plant for making alum has recently been built 
and put in service at the iColumbus Water Purifi- 
cation Plant. This is the first plant of its kind 
ever built at a water purification works for making 
alum to coagulate water, and, although it has only 
been in operation a short time, it has been a success 
both technically and economically. The process is 
short, simple and inexpensive, because it consists 
simply in boiling bauxite with sulfuric acid and 
applying the resultant solution to the water under 
treatment, thus eliminating five distinct steps in 
alum-making, namely: filtering, concentrating, 
crystallising, grinding and redissolving. An invest- 
ment of $12,000 was required for its construction, 
and it has been conservatively estimated that 
$6,000 per year will be saved the city in the cost of 
alum. Between 800 and 1,000 tons of alum will 
be manufactured during the coming year at a cost 
of about $10,50 per ton. 

Abthce Ledbber: Determination of the Bioohem- 
ical Oxygen Demand hy the Saltpeter Method in 
Stockyards, Tanneries and Com Products Waste. 
The saltpeter method was originally described by 
Lederer in the Journal of Infectious Diseases, 14: 


482 (1914), In abort, the method depends upon 
the denitrification of a sodium nitrate solution when 
incubated for a definite period (10 days at 20* C., 
or 5 days at 37* C.) with sewage or polluted water. 
The residual nitrite-nitrate oxygen is determined 
analytically. The method permits a comparison of 
the strength of sewages from the deoxygenation 
"standpoint. The oxygen demand of domestic sew- 
ages usually varies between 100 and 800 p. p. m. of 
oxygen. The method can be applied to slaughter- 
inghous© wastes without modification. The oxygen 
consumption of the Chicago stockyards waste in the 
Center Av. sower fluctuates around 1,000 p.p.m., 20 
per cent, of which is consumed during the first 
twenty-four hours. The oxygen demand of com- 
bined com products waste fluctuated betw^een 400 
and 1,200 p.p.m., approximately 7 per cent, of 
which was used up in the first twenty-four hours. 
In this and In tannery waste the presence of lime 
or acid should be guarded against. If free lime is 
present it must be neutralized with dilute hydro- 
chloric acid previous to incubation with sodium ni- 
trate. If acid is present neutralize with sodium 
bicarbonate. The oxygen demand of a calfskin 
tannery waste investigated fluctuated between 400 
and 1,000 p.p.m., 7 per cent, of which was used up 
in the first twenty -four hours. If a waste is sterile 
or devoid of sewage bacteria '‘seed^^ it with a few 
c.c. of sewage or polluted water. The general prin- 
ciples brought out in the work with the wastes men- 
tioned can be applied to other wastes. 

Earle B. Phelps; Ventilation Studies, 

Edward Bartow and F. W. Mohlman: Purifica- 
tion of Sewage by Aeration in the Presence of 

ActwaUd Sludge, 

Domestic sewage from the city of Champaign 
has been treated according to the method sug- 
gested by Ardern and Lockett.* When raw sewage 
Is aerated without the addition of sludge am- 
monium nitrogen is replaced by nitrite nitrogen, 
the nitrite nitrogen in turn being replaced by ni- 
trate nitrogen. In the presence of kludge, the ni- 
trite nitrogen is never present in large quantities. 
Ammonium nitrogen is apparently changed di- 
rectly to nitrate nitrogen. The time of nitrification 
is reduced from fifteen days to four hours. The 
predominant organism in the sludge is an annelid 
worm, known as Aeol^ma hemprichi, although 
other mieroscopic animals ore present. The dudge 

sjour. Boo, Chem. Ind., 88: 628-89; 1,122-24* 
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does not have an unpleasant odor, although it will 
putrefy if kept for a long time in a moist condi- 
tion without air. The dried material contains 6 
per cent, of nitrogen; 1.44 per cent, of phosphorus. 
These figures would indicate its value as a fertil- 
izer, which fact has been confirmed by pot cultures. 
Portions of the dried sludge showed excellent 
growths of wheat at the end of 18 days. The ex- 
periments are being continued on a larger scale. 

Ray C. Weener: Sanitary and Mineral Properties 
of the Water Bappliee of Georgia. 

A sanitary water laboratory was established by 
the Georgia State Board of Health in Hay, 1910, 
and a sanitary survey of public water supplies 
undertaken. The work has been limited, due to 
lack of funds, but about thirty water works plants 
have been inspected and analyses have been made 
from most public supplies of the state. The inter-* 
est of superintendents and other officials of water 
works is growing and some water works laborator- 
ies are being installed in the state. Hismanage- 
ment and lack of understanding of technical fea- 
tures of purification leads to poor filtering results 
in some cities. 

Supidies of the state are in general: Filtered 
strewn waters in northern half and deep wells in 
southern section. The stream waters are usually 
turbid and more or less colored, but are not grossly 
contaminated. These waters are soft. The deep 
well waters are excellent in appearance and sani- 
tary quality, and are fairly high in mineral con- 
tents, but few if any are treated for softening be- 
fore use. 

W. L. Stevenson and others: Analytical Methods 
for Sewage Worlds Operation. 

John L. Poeter: The New Orleans Water Pvrifi- 
cation Works. 

H, P. IjEtton: Pat Proofing of Wharves as an 
Anti'plague Meamre. 

H. E. HAIiE and T. W. Mei*ia: A Comparison of 
Methods for Determining Puireaoibility or Oxy- 
gen Demands 

E. J. Tuixy : A Sandtary Survey of Lake Michigem 
together with a Study of Stream Pollution along 
the Wisconsin Shore, 

It is established as a result of this investigation 
that the water of Lake Michigan along the Wiscon- 
sin. ehoie is not a uniformly safe source of supply. 
The water is polluted and at times quite heavily so, 


not only in the immediate vicinity of sewer outfalls, 
but throughout the entire literal area studied, even 
to a distance of seven miles from shore, and munic- 
ipal supplies are frequently more or less polluted. 

It is therefore recommended that all public water 
supplies be purified and it is advised that sewage be 
subjected to adequate treatment before disposed 
by dilution. 

DIVISION or OEOANIC CHEMISTRY 

P. B, Allan, chairman 
C. G. Derick, vice ‘C?t airman and secretary 

The division of organic chemistry held its meet- 
ings in Parlor of the Grunewnld Hotel, Fri- 

day, April 2, 1915, with Vice-chairman C. G. Derick 
presiding. Of the thirty- two papers listed, fifteen 
were given by the authors, eleven by abstracts and 
the remaining six by title only. Each paper was 
very freely discussed although the average attend- 
ance at morning and afternoon meetings was only 
fifteen. 

Edw'aed Krkmees: The Vlassi feat ion and Nomen- 
clature of Organic Compounds. 

Victor P. Lee: Dimcthylsulfate as a Methylating 

Agent, 

Many methyl ethers have boon prepared with 
the object of determining their value, if they pos- 
sess any, either as perfume substances, or as di- 
luents or softeners when mixed with other synthetic 
perfume substances. The use of dimethylsulfate for 
this purpose is not new but has not been used much 
until quite recently. As diraethylsulfate is now a 
comparatively cheap reagent, and as its use os an 
alkylating reagent is very simple, it is replacing 
methyl iodide to a great extent. A table of the 
compounds prepared is given and the method used 
is outlined. 

Francis D. Dowje : Some Derivatives of Covmarin. 

The author has prepared addition compounds of 
coumarin with the acid sulphites of sodivmi and po- 
tassium. These are well crystallized salts, and are 
to be regarded as sulphonates of hydro-coumarin. 
On heating, they decompose smoothly into cou- 
marin, alkaline sulphite and sulphurous anhydride. 
They combine quantitatively with one molecule of 
alkaline hydroxide, yielding sulphonates of ortho - 
hydro-coumaric acid. 

The latter are very soluble salts, showing little 
tendency to crystallize, and by the action of strong 
alkaline hydroxides, at 300®, are converted into 
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nits of ortho-conmorlo acid. ThoM mctions af- 
ford a ver^ convenient method for converting cou- 
marin into eonmaric acid. 

Bjr the action of acetic anhjdride at the ordinary 
temperature, the sulphonate of hydro-eoumaric acid 
neverta to the hydre-coumarin sulphonate, so that 
by this series of smooth reactions it is possible to .. 
pass at will from coumarin to coumarie acid, or 
vice verso. 

An analogous compound of Limettin (di- 
methoxy-coumarin) with sodium bi-sulphite it de- 
scribed. 

The author also calls attention to the character- 
istic behavior of the coumarins on hydrolysis, 
which may be of diagnostic value for compounds 
of unknown constitution, 

L. F. Augspuboke: The Isolation of o Blue Hy- 
drocarbon from Milfoil OH, 

The blue color of certain volatile oils has long 
attracted attention, but thus far appears to have 
escaped rational chemical investigation. Thanks 
to the distillation of more than a liter of volatile 
oil of Achillea millefolium by Professor £. B. 
Miller last summer, the writer had several hun- 
dred cubic centimeters of the high boiling in- 
tensely blue fraction placed at his disposal. 
Thanks also to the observation made by Mr. A. E. 
Shemdal in the laboratory of Dodge and Olcott, 
that an artificial blue oil combines with phosphoric 
acid to form a labile addition product from which 
the blue hydrocarbon oil can be recovered by the 
addition of water, It became possible for the first 
time to isolate the blue substance of a natural oil 
in a pure state. 

Analysis of the compound thus isolated revealed 
the composition It will be seen at once that 

whereas this hydrocarbon has the same number of 
carbon atoms as have the sesquiterpenes, CisHu, 
its hydrocarbon content is much lower, hence it is 
less saturated. The most interestingobservation of 
the investigation thus far Is that the blue color is 
lost upon additions to the molecule. Apparently 
it makes no difference whether hydrogen is added 
(reduction with palladium hydrogen), phosphoric 
acid, or possibly other substances still to be tested. 

Kellie Wasbman ; A Poeeihte New Terpene 
from Monarda Punctata, 

Although Schumann in 1896 reported the pres- 
ence of cymene, and Hendricks in 1899 that of 
Umonene as results of the preliminary investiga- 
tion of this oil, the subsequent stndy of larger 
amounts seemed to add to the complexity of the 


chemical study of the oldest of the Monatda oils. 

A large amount of the non -phenol eonstitaants 
of horsemint oil having been placed at the dis- 
posal of the writer, a more careful study was made 
of the hydrocarbon fractions than before. All en- 
deavors to make the hydrocarbon which yields a 
nitroso chloride correspond with one of the known 
terpenes have failed. The melting point of its 
nitrol piperidine differs by 108 and 87 degrees 
respectively from that of Umonene and dlpentene 
and by 78 degrees froqi that of pinene. The 
benzylamine base shows no such striking differ- 
ences. With aniline, however, it does not react as 
does Umonene but resembles pinene. 

As soon as new material that is now being pre- 
pared for further nitroso chloride experiments is 
ready, a third attempt to identify this hydrocar- 
bon with known terpenes will be made. For a 
summary of the chemical studies of the Monarda 
See Bulletin 448 of the University of Wisconsin. 

C. H. Hebty nnd D. H. Killexfxb: The So-called 
Alpha and Beta Itomcric Beein Acids, 

Oliveb Kamm and C. G. Dbbiok: The Structure 
of Certain Hydronaphthoio A aide. 

The evidence previously advanced for the struc- 
ture of the isomeric dihydro-/9*nsphthoic acids was 
based upon the reactions of their dibromides. A 
study of the oxidation products from these unsat- 
urated acids has verified the conclusions previously 
advanced, 

C. O. Debick and Oliveb Kamh; The Correlation 
of Ionisation and Structure in Unsaturated 
Acids. 

Conclusions are drawn chiefly from acids having 
the unsaturation in a ring structure, thus elimina- 
ting the possibilities of cis trans isomerism. The 
effect of conjugation of double unions is shown 
and the method of determining the constitution of 
acids of unknown structure is indicated. The 
possibility of obtaining a quantitative expression 
for conjugation of Thiele’s partial valences is ex- 
pressed. 

Ouveb Kamm: Some Tests for Quolitatins Or- 
ganic Analysis, 

Beveral tests used In the courses in qualitative 
organic analysis at the University of lUinoli are 
mentioned. 

1. The identification of the volatile fatty aeida 
by means of a method based upon that a^aaeed 
by Du(daux for quantitative work. 
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8. A t« 0 t for aromatic amines based upon the 
faet that the oxalates of most primary aromatic 
amines are only sparinglj soluble in water while 
those of secondarx and tertiary amines are sol- 
uble. Many of these oxalates may be titrated 
quantitatively, thus assisting in the identiflcatioti 
of the amines. 

3. A rapid test for the nitro group by reduc- 
tion with sodium amalgam is discussed. 

W. F. MoNOBEir, JB., and J. T. McGil(«: Qualita- 
tive Organic Analgeis, 

An account is given of the development of sys- 
tematic qualitative organic analysis; the methods 
used by some of the workers in this subject are 
compared; and the status of the subject in the 
curricula of a number of American colleges and 
universities is discussed. Emphasis is laid upon 
its advantages as a supplement to the usual or- 
ganic preparation work. 

E. C. White and 8. F. Acres: Beoent Progres» tn 
the Study of the Quinone Phenolate Theory of 
Indicators. 

By the use of phenosulphonaphthalein it has 
been possible to show that a solution of the mono- 
basic salt of the structure 

(I) (NaO,SaH,)C( : aH.: O) (C,H.OH) 

is not deeply colored as compared with that of the 
diabaslc salt 

(II) (NaO.SC,II,)C(:C,H*:0) (C,H*ONa). 

The monobasic salt has precisely the same color as 
the free acid, as is shown by titrating the acid 
vrith alkali (experiment performed at the meet- 
ing) as well as by a study of the adsorption spec- 
tra of solutions of the acid, the monobasic salt, 
and the dibasic salt (spectrophotographs shown at 
the meeting). The acid and the monobasic sub 
phonate are orange colored in solution, whereas 
the dibasic salt is purple. The former two sub- 
stances already have a quinone group, but as the 
intense color does not appear until the dibasic 
salt is formed, it is clearly demonstrated that not 
the quinone alone, but the combination of quinone 
and phenolate groupings is the cause of the in- 
tense color. 

effects of substituent groups on the acidity 
of ttli phenol and sulphonio acids, and the rela^ 
tmie of these effects to eolor in the acids them- 
Bd i vm and their salts are being studied. The re- 
sults secured up to this tUne with the tetrabrom 


and tetranitro derivatives indicate that the sig- 
nifleant color changes are associated with the for- 
mation of the complex qwinone phmolate anion 
B0(:Q,H,:0)(C,Hj0). 

S. F. Aobbe; a Theory of the Z7neat«ration of 
Sugare and their Derivativee by Acids and Alka- 
Uee. 

In the mutarotation of sugars and their deriva- 
tives, the catalytic activity of the hydroxyl ion 
depends upon the formation of an anion of the 
characteristic lactonyl hydroxide group 

I I I 1^1 j\0-H 
analogous to E — O — 6— -fl which all sugars pos- 
O 

sees if they show mutarotation by alkalies. When 
this lactonyl hydroxyl is used up in glucoside for- 
mation such anions can not form and no mutaro- 
tation by alkalies occurs. 

The catalytic activity of the hydrogen ion is 
believed to be due to the formation of an oxonlum 
salt of the lactonyl hydroxide group or its alkyl, 
corresponding anilide, etc., derivatives. That a di- 
or tri -basic, etc., ozonium salt is not the active 
salt in mutarotation by acids is shown by the fact 
that the increased yelocity of the reaction is pro- 
portional to the first power of the concentration 
of the hydrogen ion instead of the second, third, 
etc., powers. 

This theory has been extended to the Walden 
Inversion, the rearrangement of such substance as 
B and I menthone and many cases which logically 
follow as details of this theory. 

8. F. Acbbe: On the Reaciiona of both the Iona 
and Molceutea of AdtUt Bases and Salts. A Be- 
interpretation of the Beactions of Sodium 
Methylate and Sodium Ethylate with i, 2- 
Dinitrobensene, 1, 8, i-Vinitrochlorhensene and 
Z, 2, 4 'Dinitr 0 hrombensene. 

The, data of Heclit, Oonrad and Brueckner, and 
of Bruyn, 8teger and Lulofs on the reactions of 
sodium methylate and sodium ethylate with ali- 
phatic and aromatic alkyl halides and nitro de- 
rivatives can be reinterpreted on the basis of the 
writer's theory that both the ions and the mole- 
cules of acids, bases and salts are chemically ac- 
tive. When the reaction velocities obtained by 
the^ workers and our conductivity data are applied 
to our equation we se- 
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cure excellent constanta for Ki and Ktnj the activ* 
ity of the ethylate or methylate ion, and the non- 
ionized sodium ethylate or methylate respectively. 

G. D. Beal and H. F. Lewis; Studies on Alka- 
loidai Saits, 7. Strychnine Salts. 

'Preliminary notice of the work being done at * 
the University of riUnois, under the auspices of 
the Pharmaceutical Research Fund. 

Methods of alkaloidal assay by the use of im* 
miscible solvents are being studied. Salts of 
strychnine with tartaric, hydrochloric and sul- 
phuric acid have been made and their solubilities 
investigated. Solvents used were ether, chloro- 
form, water-saturated chloroform, alcohol and 
water. The distribution coefficient was determined 
using the formula CVU'' = d, (7 being the con* 
centnation of the salt in the chloroform layer, 
the concentration of the salt in the aqueous layer. 
This was done with both neutral and acid solutions 
of the salt with chloroform. 

C. S. Hudson and J. K. Dale: A Comparison of 
the Optical Hoiatory Powers of the Alpha and 
Beta Forms of Certain Acetylated Derivatives 
of Glucose, 

After careful purification, the alpha and beta 
forms of glucose pentacctnte (molecular weight 
390) were found to have the specific rotations 
+ 102“ and + 4“, respectively, in chloroform. 
The corresponding alpha and beta forms of 
tetraoetyl methyl glucoside (m, w. 3(12) showed 
(a)^"=:+13r and —18°. The gum of the 
molecular rotations of the alpha and beta forms is 
thus 41,800 for the glucose pentacetates and 40,* 
900 for the tetracetyl methyl glucosidos. The 
agreement conforms to theoretical considerations. 
The paper appears in full in the Journal of the 
American Chemical Society, 

C. B. Hudson and J. M, Johnson; The Isomeric 
Alpha and Beta Octacetaies of Maltose and of 
Cellose. 

By heating the beta octacetate of maltose, of 
m.p. 169“60®; with acetic anhydride and zinc 
chloride, it was transformed to the new isomeric 
crystalline alpha maltose octacetate of m. p. 125“. 
The specific rotations in chloroform are + 122* 
for the alpha form and + 63® for the beta. After 
careful purification, the known alpha and beta 
octacetatas of cellose show (a)^ = + 41® and 
— 15®, respectively, in chloroform. The diference 
of the rotations of the alpha and beta forms is 


thus 59® for maltose octacetate, 56® for cellose 
octacetate, and 57° has been found previously for 
the forms of lactose octacetate. From the rota* 
tion of the glucose pentacetates, the value 66® may 
be calculated, The four pairs of substances are 
thus in excellent agreement with theory. The 
paper will be published in full in the Journal of 
the American Chemical Society, 

C. S. Hudson and J. K, Dale: The Isomeric 
Pentacetates of Mannose, 

The expected form of mannose peutacetate has 
been prepared in a crystalline state by the method 
described in the preceding abstract. The new 
isomer melts at 64° and shows dextrorotation 
(a)^ = +55°, in chloroform. Fischer found the 
beta pentacetate to melt at 117.5° and to show 
(a)^=: — 25°, in chloroform, which we have con- 
firmed. The difference between the rotations of 
the two isomers is thus 80° in comparison with the 
value 98“ found for the two forms of glucose 
pentacetate. Full paper will be published in the 
Journal of the American ChemiccU Society, 

C, S. Hudson and H. O. Paekbr; The Isomeric 
Pentacetates of Galactose, 

By the same method (see preceding) galactose 
pentacetate has been transformed to a crystalline 
isomer of m. p. 96° and specific rotation + 106® 
in chloroform. The new substance is evidently 
the alpha galactose pentacetate, since the earlier 
discovered form rotates +23°, and is thus the 
beta pentacetate. The difference between the ro- 
tations of the two isomers is 83°, which differs 
somewhat from the value in the case of the glu- 
cose pentacetate (98°), and agrees with the value 
found for the mannose pentacetates. 

C. S. Hudson and B. H, Brauns: Crystalline J>- 
Fruotose Pentacetate. 

By aeetylating very pure fructose with acetle 
anhydride and sulphuric acid below 0°, a beauti- 
fully crystalline pentacetate of fructose has be€« 
prepared. It melts at 109-09° and shows levotota- 
tion (a)^= — 121° in chloroform. Paper in full 
will be published in the Journal of the American 
Chemical Sodeiy. 

C. S, Hudson: The Existence of a Third Pmtaoe- 
iaie of Oalaotose, 

It is found that the acetylation of galaetoae wiHt 
acetic anhydride and sodium acetate yields in 
tion to the well-known first pentacetate of the 
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sugar a fair amount (10 per c«nt.) of another 
cr^TMtalline substance melting at 98° and showing 
levorotation (a)^ = — 41.0° in chloroform. 
Analysis shows it to be a new pentacetate of galac- 
tose. There are accordingly three isomeric forms 
of the pentacetate. Pull paper to appear soon in 
the Journal of the American CHemioat Society, 

Friend E. Clark and Samuel F. Cox: Some De- 
rivativee of Chlor-metkyl Ether, 

Norman A. Dubois: ELop-eeed Oil, 

Carl O. Johns*. Eeaearohee on Purines: On a New 
Synthesis of Purines, On 2-Oa:y‘8-Thiopurinef 
Oxy-S-Methyl MeroaptopurineSf 2-Oxy-8‘Methyl 
Aminopurine and 2'Oxy-O-, 9-OimethyV8'Thi0‘ 
purine, 

Mereaptopurinea when treated with methylamine 
yield methyl-ainiuopurines and methyl m<!Tcaptan. 
The change of 2-oxy-8 -methyl inercaptopurine into 
Snjxy -8 -methylami nopurine is offered in subs tan* 
tisation of this statement and the preparation of 
these products is described. 

CiRL 0. Johns: Researches on Thioamino Acids, 
On Thiohippuric Acid and Phihalyl’aminothio^ 
acetic Acid, 

Thiohippuric acid (m. p. 104®) was prepared 
from hippuryl chloride and potassium hydrogen 
sulfide. Upon hydrolysis with warm water hydro- 
gen sulfide and hippuric acid resulted. With 
iodine in alkaline solution it gives dithiohippuric 
acid — a reaction characteristic of the thio acids. 
The anilide of hippuric acid is described. 

Similarly, phthalyl-a-aminothioacetic acid was 
prepared from phthalylglycyl chloride and po- 
tassium hydrogen sulfide. It crystallizes from 
bcBuene in plates which melt at 112®. The anilide 
of phthalyl-a-aminoacetic acid is described. 

B. 0. Feinbero: Ciiral, and its Determination, 

CL 0. Derick: The Preparation of Trimethylene 
Oxide, 

Since the commercial product '‘Blizzard^' offers 
cheap source for trimethylene glycol, trimethyl- 
StBA bromide was prepared in large quantities very 
cheaply from the action of 48 per cent. HBr with 
ihlWC^ent saturation with gaseous HBr; yields 
better* than 90 per cent, being obtained. Tri- 
methylene bromide heated to its boiling point with 
i*bO gave monomolecular trimethylene oxide boil* 
at 52.3® under 746 mm. pressure. From the 


reaction flask a polymeric form of the oxide was 
isolated which boils at 183® under 55 mm. pres- 
sure. 

Silver oxide acts with almost explosive violence 
upon the bromide if 100 grams of the latter is em- 
ployed and only traces of the oxide are obtained. 

Mercuric oxide appears to act best of all, giving 
mainly the monomolecular form. 

C. G. Derick and E. H. Vollweiler: The Use of 
Trimethylene Oxide tn the Orignard Reaction, 
The Synthesis of Normal Primary Bexyl Alcohol, 
The polymeric form of trimethylene oxide was 
treated with magnesium propyl bromide in ether 
solution. The reaction is fairly rapid, generating 
heat. Upon distillation with steam the n-primary 
hexyl alcohol distils and is extracted with ether 
from the aqueous layer saturated with potassium 
carbonate. 

C. G. Derick and B. W. Hess: The Synthesis of 
y-Aeetylvalerianio Acid, 

Trimethylene bromide dissolved in absolute 
methyl alcohol is treated with one molecule of po- 
tassium cyanide. The y-bromobutyronitrile formed 
is purified by fractional distillation under dimin- 
ished pressure. Yield of pure product 25 per cent. 
It then condensed with acetoacetic ester and the 
resulting Y-cyanopropylacetoacetic ethyl ester is 
purified by distillation under 1 mm. pressure. 
Upon hydrolysis with 20 per cent. HCl it gives the 
desired acid, 

C. G. Derick and St. Elmo Brady: The Ionisa- 
tion Constants of Certain Ketoparaffine Mono- 
basic Acids. 

After careful preparation and purification the 
following acids have been measured by the con- 
ductivity with the following results: pyroracemic 
adld, ibf” = 3.643 X 10“» ( Wow 0.0050N) ; levu- 
linic acid, = 2,436 X 30** and 7 -acetylvaleri- 
anic acid, 2.293 X 10^, 

The criterion calculated A,'* shows these re- 
sults to be accurate to one tenth of one per cent. 

M. A. Rosanopp and M. M. Harrison: On the 
Decomposition of Tertiary Amyl Esters. 

G. B. Frankpoeter and Ullian Cohen: Equili- 
bria in the Systems of Methyl Alcohol, Ketones, 
Water and hiorganio Salts, Part I, 

0. B. I'bankporter and Sterling Temple: Equili- 
bria in the Systems of Propyl Alcohols, Water 
and Salts, 
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DIVISION or PHAJlltAC*UTlCAL CHBMISTBY 
F. B. Fldred, €ha4rinan 
A. P. 8y, $eeretary 

WiliBUB L. ScovxLLB: The Stability of Nitroglycerin 
Tabtete. 

Of 23 different loti of nitroglycerin tablete kept 
under observation 2^ to years, those made with 
a nitroglycerin paste (20 per cent, nitroglycerin, 
absorbed in 80 per cent, sugar of milk) maintained 
their strength except the Mno ^nd gr, tab* 
lets. All tablets made with an alcoholic solution 
of nitroglycerin deteriorated. 

Deterioration may be due to one or both of two 
conditions; i. e., a finer attenuation of the nitro- 
glycerin when tablets are made from an alcoholic 
solution, or a more desirable isomeric form of the 
nitroglycerin as obtained in the paste form. 
Further experiments will be made to determine 
which factor may be the more important. 

James H. Beal: Some Beaaowt for the Variation 
Clauee of the Food and Dmge Act* 

The United States Pharmacoposia appropriates 
titles devised and used in the arts and industries 
and attaches to them special meanings and stand- 
ards which, though sufficient for pharmaceutical 
purposes, are not applicable to the arts and indus- 
tries in which the greater proportion of chemical 
products are consumed. Only by virtue of the 
variation clause can these products be lawfully 
dealt in under their own names when they comply 
with other than pbarmacoposial standards. 

The variation clause is necessary to permit im- 
provement of medicinal products in accordance 
with progress in pharmaceutical knowledge. Im- 
provements are made in these products constantly. 
Without the existence of the variation clause such 
products could not be offered under their appropri- 
ate titles until after the improvements had been 
recognized by a revised pharmaeopmia^ which 
might be ten years distant. 

The continuance of the variation clause as a 
part of the food and drug law is essentia] to rea- 
sonable freedom in industrial and pharmaceutical 
chemistry, and the demand for its unconditional 
rapeid should be resisted. 

Fbancis D. Dodoe and Alfred £. Busbkdal; The 
Compoeiiion of Oil of Cassia. 

The authors have observed that oil of cassia con- 
tains a small amount of substances soluble in alka- 
line hydroxide solutions, and among these have 
identified salicylic aldehyde, ooumarin, cinnamic 
acid, salicylic acid, beneoic acid, and an acid, not 
yet identified, apparently an unsatnrated one, pos- 
eibly of the acrylic series. 


Though small in amount, salicylic aldehyde and 
coumarin undoubtedly participate in the composite 
aroma of the oil, and it is remarkable that their 
presence has not been previously observed. 

H. A. Lanoenhan ; The ChemUtry of the Daiurae, 
11* The Alkalofidal Content of Datura Leaves, 
The study of the Daturas having been assigned 
by the Bureau of Plant Industry to its northern 
station at Madison as a special subject for investi- 
gation, the garden at Madison has in recent years 
raised, under the direction of U. A. Bussell, the 
government expert, as many as fifteen to twenty 
species and varieties of Daturas. Much of the ma- 
terial thus produced has been assayed by the 
writer, and the results of the assays have recently 
been published as a Bulletin (No. 192) of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. 

The collected results of all assays published by 
different experimenters seemed to show that little 
or nothing could be expected by working along old 
lines. Hence the cooperation of Professor Leon J. 
Cole, professor of experimental breeding in the Col^ 
lege of Agriculture, and his assistant, Mr. C. M. 
Woodworth has been secured for a series of breed- 
ing experiments. As a result of last summer 'i 
work Messrs. Cole and Woodworth have germii* 
nated the collected seeds and are studying the re- 
sults in the greenhouse. As in previous years, the 
writer has determined the alkaloidal content of the 
leaves of the plant studied by the breeders. The 
results thus obtained in greenhouse and laboratory 
will determine the selection of the seeds to be 
planted in the experimental garden this coming 
spring. 

N. B. Mueller; A Possible Es>planation of 
Reduction Phenomena Observed in Eliair of 
Phosphates of Iron, Quiinine and Siryehnim 
when Exposed to Light. 

By process of elimination the study of at leait 
one of the basal problems has resolved itself to uat 
investigation of the action of ferric iron in tha 
form of hydroxide on citric acid under the inlla* 
enee of sunlight. Under these conditions the fenfe 
iron is reduced to ferrous iron, at least in part, aafi 
goes into solution ; a very small amount of the ivon 
appears to be reduced to metallic iron, which in 
deposited in a very fine state of division. Whtts 
the iron is reduced, the citric acid is oxidized ih 
part with the formation of carbon dioxide. 
colorless solution of iron salt or salts which Ms 
suits under the absolute exclusion of Btmonjhsrte 
oxygen becomes colored at once when expoegl ^ 
the atmosphere, the solution turning greenish. 

Charles L. Parsons, Becretmi^ 
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FOETT YE AMS* FLUCTUATIONS IN MATHE^ 
MATICAL MESEAMCm 

In the year 1870 was published the first 
volume of the Jahrbuch uber die Fori^ 
schritte der Mathematiky a new venture in 
the mathematical world. It was intended 
to relieve students and investigators from 
the necessity of searching through all avail- 
able recent books and serials in the quest of 
any particular topic, or in the effort to keep 
posted on the discoveries of current inter- 
est. Similar attempts have been made, both 
before and since 1870, in other fields of 
science ; and their effect and influence have 
been so marked that even the general reader 
has now Poole’s Index and its successors, 
attempting in a less minute way the same 
service for general periodical literature. 
Under each title of book or article the Jahr- 
buch gives a brief analysis, sornetimes a 
criticism, so that the reader follows up only 
those articiles whose actual content proves 
important for him. 

At the outset the expectation was confi- 
dently expressed that the Jahrbuch would 
appear within six months after the close of 
its year. But serials were slow in reaching 
the oSlce, there were from twenty to forty 
referees, and once a printer’s strike inter- 
posed for half a year ; so that three years 
often elapsed instead of six months. Twice 
a double volume was issued in the hope of 
lessening the delay; but it soon fell back, 
and now our most recent volume covers the 
year 1909. These voluminous handbooks, 
now covering forty-two years and oq- 
cupying eight feet of shelf-room, offer op- 

1 nea4 before the VasBar Faeultjr Club, and the 
Columbia Mathematical Colloquium, February, 
1914. 
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portunity for certain inquiries which with- 
out them would be futile; and first, for 
questions quite impersonal and general. 

One’s first impression, on inspecting this 
series, is that the number of authors of 
books and contributors to Acta eruditorum, 
Berichte der Akademie, Comptes rend/us. 
Transactions or Journals must have in- 
creased surprisingly during forty years. So 
we count sample volumes, say those for 1875 
and 1905. In the former, the number of 
serials reviewed and the number of writers 
were, respectively, about 110 and 510; in 
the latter volume these numbers are 180 
and 1,880. To determine more definitely 
the quantity of mathematical literature 
represented, two methods suggest them- 
selves. One is to assume that the number 
of pages filled by those reviews is propor- 
tional, on the average, to the quantity of 
literature published each year; or, if it 
seems more reasonable, proportional to the 
number and importance of ideas developed. 
The other is to count the titles listed in each 
table of contents, and take those for a meas- 
ure. Diagrams are here shown, giving the 
results of both methods, the years being 
set at equal intervals along a horizontal 
base, and their output in pages or in titles 
being set oflf upward. A broken line joins 



Maihematik. Increase in size during forty years. 

the points so maiked ; thus the area between 
graph and baseline, widening from decade 
to decade with one or two interruptions, 
conveys a fair idea of the growth in this 
kind of literature. One of the interruptions 


comes in the years 1893-4, where a double 
volume was issued in an attempt to over* 
take the flight of time. It shows pre> 



sumably that considerable matter properly 
belonging in those years was pushed into the 
preceding and the following volume, swell- 
ing them unduly. The general impression 



Fio. 8. Ktunber of Pages; Number of Titles, 
for Oompariaon, in Dotted Carre. 


from these two carves (if I may call them 
so) is that the two methods agree approxi- 
mately, and that either one may be used as 
may be convenient. But we shall test this 
further on particular divisions of the sci- 
ence. 

We see that the annual publication has 
doubled during the four deoades, and cou- 
siderably more ; also that the space given to 
each review has decreased. Causes for the 
first are the increased sttendanee at univer- 
sities, tile general advance in zeal for re- 
search as a part of the great onward move- 



jnsLT 2d, ie:5] 


SCIENCE 


107 


ment in natural science, and the increase in 
funds available to support publication of 
new results. For the second fact, the con- 
densation of reviews, it is certain that much 
space is saved by the possibility of refer- 
ence to earlier volumes where similar 
articles were reported; and it may be sus- 
pected that the haste to print has given us 
many articles of little importance ; and 
further, it is increasingly necessary to save 
the time of the reader — Fechner’s law may 
perhaps hold here, as in the ratio between 
nerve-stimuli and sensations: the referees 
are competent, workers in various de- 
partments of research, and fatigue effects 
must be looked for in their treatment of 
minor matters at least. 

For convenience I separate the list of 
contents into five principal groups, each 
group embracing several chapters or sec- 
tions ; these will suffice at least for a first 
study. They are philosophy and biography, 
algebra, analysis, geometry and applied 
mathematics. To any specialist this seems 
too coarse a division for any definite result, 
but we are seeking general information. 
Our division algebra includes not only the 
theory of equations and their systems, but 
also such diverse subjects as Galois groups, 
theory of integers and other numbers, deter- 
minants, invariants of linear substitutions, 
probability and series. So too analysis 
covers a long range, from the elements of 
differential and integral calculus to tl»e 
theory of real and complex functions of one 
or of several variables, general and par- 
ticular. Geometry covers both the Euclid- 
ean and non-Euclidean, synthetic and an- 
alytic, the elementary and much that is so 
advanced as to be hardly distinguishable 
from algebra or from abstract logic. So 
Mechanics, all branches of mathematical 
physics, astronomy, geodesy and even 
meteorology are combined under the single 
rubric, Applied Mathematice. 


There is a possibility of testing roughly 
those data, by comparison through the years 
1891-1909 with the Eevue Semestrille, a 
briefer report issued half-yearly and with 
less delay by the mathematical societies of 
the Netherlands, chiefly of Amsterdam. 
The comparison can not be quite satis- 
factory because the Revn^e classifies one 
article often under several rubrics, some- 
times giving six or more references by 
different members for an article listed only 
once among the Titles in the Jahrhuch. Of 
course the tedious process of counting titles 
page by page through every volume is not 
to be thought of. Making this allowance, 
I have prepared with the help of Dr. 
Cowley, a collaborator on the staff of the 
Revue, graphs showing the numbers of 



Fio. A. Alj^ra, Tfitlea Jahrbuch, Sdldd; 
Sevue SemeMrielle, Dotted Curve. 



Fio. B. Analysis, Titles. Jahrhuch, Solid; 
Bevue Semcatrielle, Dotted Curve. 


titles listed by both reports in the four 
topics, excluding philosophy and biog- 
raphy. 

These may be considered satisfactory 
confirmation of the others, if we make two 
or three assumptions or observations. First, 
the scale adopted for comparison is prob- 
ably too great on the Jahrhuch side. Titles 
here were measured in inches, and have 
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Bevue SeiMStrielle, Dotted Curve. 



Solid; Bevw Semestrielle, Dotted Curve. 

been plotted as containing 10 to the inch. 
By random samples it appears that 7 or 8 
would have been nearly correct. Second: 
If by this correction the Jahtiueh curve 
were lowered relatively, still the diver- 
gence would be disproportionate for differ- 
ent years; less in earlier and later years, 
greater near the middle of the period. As 
to this, it is possible to surmise that the 
frequent change in the personnel of the 
staff, together with the fact that each one 
turns in reports on all the contents of his 
assigned periodicals rather than upon a list 
pertaining to his own few specialties, will 
explain much of the observed effect. In the 
first few years habits of work were not yet 
settled, and after several years it may easily 
have happened that cross-references of 
minor importance were found too numer- 
ous for utility and gradually reduced. 
Probably, thirdly, irregularities due to post- 
ponement or to lack of prompt arrival of 
publications would affect the Bevue more 
markedly than the more leisurely Jahrhuch. 


B 



. laro ’w 'to 1000 me 

Fio. 4. Proportions of Titles in Large Divi* 
sions. (1) Philosophy, (2) Algebra, (3) Analysis, 
(4) Geometry, (6) Applied Mathematics. 



Fios. Proportional Numbers of Titles in 

Four General Divisions of Mathematics. (x, 
Maxima.) 


I show graphs of the proportionate 
amounts (t. e., percentages) of the success- 
ive volumes, that fall into the several divi- 
sions ; the first with boundaries straight and 
parallel, like covers of a book, the second 
with a straight line separating the abstract 
algebra and analysis on one side from the 
more concrete geometry and applied mathe- 
matics on the other. In this latter the outer 
boundaries are parallel curves, and their 
fluctuations enable us to trace the occasional 
shift of interest toward concrete or abstract 
On this diagram it is noticeable that the 
proportions of writings in the different 
divisions are by no means constant 
Roughly estimated, the averages are: Ap- 
plied matbematies 30 per cent, geometiT’ 
25 per cent, analysis 20 per cent, algebra 
18 per cent and philosophy, history, etc., 
together 7 per cent Bnt there are certain 
times of wide variation from the average. 
In physics, for example, there is a period 
of increase from 1883 to 1890, a time when 
Maxwell’s "Electricity and Magnetism," 
Rowland’s researches in the speotnoa, 
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Helmholtz ^8 Faraday lecture, and certainly 
the influence of Thomson and Tait^s great 
treatise on “Natural Philosophy,*' might 
help to explain the rapid growth of inter- 
est and discussion. The lesser, though well 
marked, influx of energy in the years fol- 
lowing 1895 may be due in part to the dis- 
covery of radium and the new theories of 
electrons and atoms. Of course such sur- 
mises can only be verified or corrected by 
close examination of the subjects that are 
grouped together indiscriminately in this 
division. 

Such fluctuations occur not only in these 
most concrete branches, but are discernible 
in all tlie others. Such variations in the 
choice of subjects for investigation one is 
tempted to call changes of fashion, so 
capricious or accidental do they appear to 
a superficial observer. On this same dia- 
gram, in geometry, note the dispropor- 
tionate breadth of the stream through the 
*70*8, and its slow narrowing thereafter. 
See in analysis, too, the breadth near 1880, 
and later, some expansion soon after 1890, 
Algebra enjoyed maximal periods not far 
from 1878, and has overflowed its usual 
boundaries again ever since 1899. The 
gradual augmentation in philosophy, his- 
tory, biography might have been expected, 
but is also in part traceable to the influ- 
ence of imitation and to vagaries in classi- 
fication. 

One may pick flaws in classification, but 
there are excuses, one of them in this very 
fact of changing fashions. For a set of 
categories that answer well enough in 1868 
do not contain explicitly ail the topics that 
interest even conservative mathematicians 
in 1880, still less in 1910. No long disquisi- 
tion on this subject is needed, for nearly 
every one has some pet grievance against a 
much more elaborate airangement, the 
Dewey system of classification of books. 
But also a part of the fault, in the case be- 


fore us, lay in the imperfect oflSce arrange- 
ments even more than in the system 
adopted. Against this source of error the 
more recent French system has guarded, 
by adopting numbers for a designating 
mark. Of course the Jahrbuchf published 
in Berlin, ignores this improvement, but 
it does from time to time add new titles to 
chapters and new subdivisions under them. 
My two complaints against the editors were 
first their lack of discrimination between 
two subjects called by the same name; 
theory of forms in the algebra of continu- 
ous variables, and theory of forms in the 
domain of whole numbers or integers. 
When looking for important memoirs on 
the one subject, one must always search 
with a careful eye the other chapter also. 
And in the second place they had made no 
place for any Theory of Groups except that 
concerned with permutations (hardly even 
for that until very recent years), and 
ignored completely the creation of a great 
new department of activity by Sophus Lie 
in 1870, under the same caption with a 
difference, viz,, the “Theory of Continuous 
Groups. * * 

Tn all this tabulation and construction of 
graphs, it has been assumed that one article 
is like another in importance, one idea as 
fertile as its rival, one name of an investi- 
gator no more to be noticed than any other. 
This assumption, however, is harmless, for 
it deceives nobody. As well try to convince 
a student of stars that all parts of the 
nightly sky are of equal brightness, that 
there are no luminaries of first magni- 
tude and no Galaxy resplendent with its 
organized myriads ! But in a first approxi- 
mation we are at liberty to make errors, 
provided we do so with the consciousness 
that they are errors and that they call for 
subsequent discrimination and revision. 

Look then at a few graphs relating to 
single divisions or subdivisions. 
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la 1868 and 18G9 was published an 
epoch-making work, the * ‘ Qeometiy of 
Straight Lines/’ by Julius Pliicker, pro- 
fessor of physics and mathematics at the 
University of Bonn. Unconsciously stu- 
dents of geometry had presumed that the 
space we live in must be conceived as built 
up of points, or minute bodies, having 
vanishing magnitude or dimension in all 
directions. Pliicker pointed out that to the 
eye of pure mathematics it is just as tnie 
that space is built of straight Unea. The 
intersection of the lines of geometry is 
no obstacle to such a theory, any more than 
if they were rays of starlight! With this 
new conception of space, amenable to a 
beautiful algebraic treatment, came a great 
stimulation of speculation and exploration 
in geometrical realms both old and new. 
Pliicker, his brilliant pupil Klein, Clifford 
and Cojyley are the centers of greatest 
energy in this movement, whose force per- 
sisted for twenty years and more. I show 
here a graph for geometry, no longer as a 



Pig. 7. Geometry, Number of Titles; Number 
of Pages, for Comparison, shown by Dotted Curve. 
Agreement, fair. 


greater or less part of the entire range of 
mathematics, but measured, so to say, abso- 
lutely — ^the number of titles or of pages 
given to it in each annual volume of the 
Jahrhuch, Judged upon either basis, 
geometry seems to have doubled in rate of 
production from 1870 to 1890, then to have 
fallen off a third, to regain most of this loss 
after 1899. 

In the universities of Germany the de- 


cline was decidedly more violent than this 
graph can show; for men trained in a 
specialty do not all change suddenly their 
interest or their line of study. So the new 
impulse, if it comes, will lag in its mani- 
festation on this graph. Geometry was 
transplanted into Italy during the ’80 's, 
and the notion of Group, worked out in 
partial applications earlier by Klein, 
Sophus Lie, and their schools, was extended, 
energized and developed in larger geometric 
shape by young, ardent, brilliant sons of 
the men who in 1870 had created a new 
kingdom of Ital 3 ^ A new society began to 
publish Rendiconti at Palermo (’88) and 
we note the point, about 1893, where this 
rising tide meets and overcomes the ebb of 
the German wave, Segre is here the great 
name, at first; Castelnuovo and Enriques 
soon rise to altitudes before unknown, 
algebraic surfaces now proving to be no less 
interesting than algebraic curves had been 
in the 70 ’s and 80 ’s. 



Fig. 8. Above, Analytic Geometry, Titles; Be- 
low, Modern Synthetic Geometry (same scale). 


Let us further distinguish, dividing 
geometry into the pure or synthetic, and the 
algebraic. Both had experienced revival in 
Germany, the synthetic geometry through 
a combination of influences, conspicuously 
through the publication of Reye^s lectures 
in form pedagogically perfect, with full 
illustration and touched with that scientific 
fire which is almost poetic inspiration. 
Our graph is arranged to show on opposite 
sides of a base-line, by numbers of titles, 
the output of analytic and algebraic geome* 
tiy above, the synthetic below. The ordi- 
nates are absolute, not percentages; and 
further argument is unnecessary to estab- 
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Itsh the thesis that research is ruled partly 
by fashion; the maximum of synthetic 
work about 1887, and its decline through 



Fio. 9. Analysis, Paifes; Titles, Dotted Curve. 
Both show a maximum about 18S6, a minimum 
about 3895. 


the following twenty years, is proof suffi- 
cient. 

One graph shows the growth of what is 
called analysiSf that great body of knowl- 
edge which takes its rise equally from 
calculus, from the algebra of imaginaries, 
from the intuitions and the critically refined 
developments of geometry, and from ab- 
stract logic : the common servant and chief 
ruler of the other branches of mathematics. 
The page-chart solid, the record of titles 
broken, both show a general increase in the 
amount of work, possibly a trebling in forty 
years. A first maximum appears before 
1890, probably the culmination of waves 



Fio. 30. Theory of Functions; Titles. Dotted 
Line: Analysis (Beduced). 


set in motion by Weierstrass and Fuchs in 
Berlin, by Biemann in Gottingen, by Her* 
mite in Paris, Miitag-Leffler in Stockholm, 
Hini and Brioschi in Italy. The great 
energy of these giant intellects was directed 
mainly to founding on a basis critically un- 
assailable the theory of functions, before 
this time somewhat loose and unoertaini 


and to developing its particulars from gen- 
eral grounds, rather than by piecemeal as 
was the necessity earlier. So in the next 
graph we see how considerable a part of 
the growth of analysis prior to 1887 was 
due to activity in this— its central part, the 
theory of functions. But the fashion 
changes, and a new sweep of the curve up- 
ward does not occur until after 1900, when 
a new impulse comes from the theory of 
integral equations (not yet recognized as a 
separate field by the Jakrbuch editors) and 
from the influence of another master mind, 
Hilbert of Gottingen. In our own country 
too this branch of science is forwarded, 
notably at Harvard, Chicago and Yale. 

One more example is perhaps the most 
striking of all. Algebra is shown first, 



Fig. II. Algebra, Including Series and Groups. 
Solid Line, Pages; Dotted Lino, Titles. 


pages on a solid curve, titles on a dotted one, 
quite nearly in accord. Each decade has 
its chief new subject for expansion, and 
growth is not far from steady. Equations, 
now up to the seventh and eighth degrees : 
determinants, invariants of linear groups of 
operations, and substitution groups all have 
had their years of plenty under this curve, 
and give it a strong, well-grown look. The 
part of this work that was shared most 
largely by our own countrymen is the 
theory of algebraic forms, quanties or in- 
variants and oovariants, as it is variously 
called. Sylvester, first professor of mathe- 
matics at Johns Hopkins University, had 
done fundamental work in this field in his 
youth, in the early 60 *s. At Baltimore the 
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requests of students led him back 
to that line of research, and many joined 
him in producing extensive and valuable 
work; much of it published in the Amer- 
ican Journal of MathematicSy which he 
founded. In Germany the same subject 
engaged attention, at the same time or a 
little earlier, through the efforts of Aron- 
hold at Berlin — a true pioneer; of Clebsch 
at Gottingen and Oorda/n at Erlangen, the 
last two founding in 1869 a new journal, 
the Mathematische Annalen, to facilitate 
the publication needed for the work of 
themselves and their enlarging circle of 
progressives. 

The rapid rise, the climax and the decline 
to a low normal, in this theory of forms or 
invariants, is shown in a graph which 
amply repays this rapid statistical study. 



Titles. Algebra, including Number-theory and 
Groups, Above (Eeduced). 

The solid curve shows the annual number 
of titles, while the dotted graph above, on 
smaller scale, shows how the general divi- 
sion, algebra, was fluctuating. Here the 
fashion reaches its acme before 1890, an in- 
crease twice as rapid as that of the main 
division; and declines most surprisingly. 
Sylvester returned to England in 1884; and 
in Germany a climactic series of discoveries 
by Hilbert set a temporary high mark, 
discouraging further effort for the time. 
But a l8ter maximum, 1905, has in it a 
guarantee that growth is not impossible; 


this 1 do not pretend to explain, but the 
fact is obvious. 

The fleld of differential equations has al- 
ways held attraction for mathematicians, 
principally because of its close contact with 
physics and geometry. Its development 
naturally waited for that of the theory of 
functions. We see the researches in this 



Fig. 13. Differential Equations: Titles. The 
dotted curve is averaged for three years. 



Fig. 14. Differential Equations Above; Below, 
the Eesidue of Analysis, Number of Titles. 


department increasing in number slowly 
from 1870, under the combined influence of 
Weierstrass, Darboux and Lie ; and note a 
slight decline about 1886, followed by a 
marked recovery and advance during the 
publication of lectures by Forsyth, Picard, 
Goursat and Painlevfi. It is of interest to 
see the relative variation in differential 
equations on the one hand, and all the rest 
of analysis on the other. 

Finally we examine in a separate diagram 
the fluctuation in absolute quantity of work 
on the mathematical theory of electricity 
and magnetism, and its ratio to the whole of 
applied mathematics. It remains less than 
one fourth of the whole, but rises after 1878 
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Tiq. 16, Electricity and Magnetifijn; Dotted 
Line, Applied Mathematics (| scale). 


fairly steadily toward that fraction. It haa 
been mentioned already that 1873 was the 
year of publication of Maxwell’s “Elec- 
tricity and Magnetism,” and of Thomson 
and Tail’s “Natural Philosophy.” Max- 
well’s book appears in German translation 
in 1883. About 1880 Hertz began his re- 
markable experimental work verifying the 
theories of Faraday and Maxwell, with 
effects certainly contributory to the swell- 
ing of this tide. An apparent ebb near 
1894 is explained in part by the increasing 
preoccupation of the referee in that depart- 
ment. Immediately after that date the in- 
crease of matter is resumed, partly under 
the new stimulus of Rontgen rays (1897) 
and of the electron theory (about 1902). 
By comparison, this special impulse seems 
not to be shared by the other departments 
of applied mathematics. 

A careful inspection of these graphs 
might lead some specialists to lament the 
constant shifting of the center of mathe- 
matical interest. To students, however, who 
are about embarking on the sea of research, 
it may yield such profitable hints as the 
mariner draws from a chart of prevailing 
winds and currents. H. S. White 

VAB6A.B COLLBQX 


KIOHOLAI ALEZSTEVICH OUMOV 
The recent death of Professor Nicholai 
Alexeyevich Oumov deprived Russia and the 
world of one of those remarkable men, unfor- 
tunately rare in our age of sharply defined 


sx>ecialization, in whom the powers of analysis 
and synthesis were so well blended together, 
as to emd)le him to be more than simply a 
great physicist, or a great chemist, or a great 
cosmographer, but a great philosopher. 

It seems that modesty is a usual attribute of 
greatness, and Oumov was a modest man, in- 
deed. Perhaps this accounts for the fact that 
he is so very little known in this country and 
in England, although the continental Europe, 
especially Germany, knows him well and has a 
profound respect for his works. His biog- 
raphy, however, seems to be a matter of knowl- 
edge only within a small circle of his country- 
men, and it seems desirable to supply this 
want. 

Oumov was born in 1846. To his father, a 
physician by profession, he owes his profound 
and wide interest in physical science. At the 
ago of twenty 'three ho was graduated by the 
faculty of physics and mathematics of the 
University of Moscow. After his graduation 
he entered the car-construction works of 
Williams and Buchteeff. Later on he regis- 
tered at the St, Petersburg Technological In- 
stitute, but after two months’ attendance, he 
received an oiler to return to the University 
of Moscow and prepare for a professorship 
there. 

In 1871, however, he received appointment 
as a privat-docent in physics at the Univer- 
sity of Odessa, where, several years later, he 
was promoted to professorship. In 1893 he 
was transferred to the University of Moscow, 
where he lectured successively on general, 
mathematical and experimental physics. 

In 1906 the Russian universities received a 
charter of autonomy, by which the adminis- 
tration of the institutions was left in the 
hands of the university council, while the stu- 
dent body received certain privileges of self- 
government. However, towards the end of 
1910, when the late Kasao became the Russian 
minister of education, attempts were made to 
deprive the universities of their autonomy. 
Early in 1911 a strike of the Moscow students, 
provoked by the agents of the police, as was 
later determined, gave the government the de- 
sired opportunity, and police control over the 
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interxial affairs of the Moscow TTiiiversity was 
eatablished. 

The rector of the university, Dr. Mauoui- 
lov, went to St* Petersburg to protest against 
this, pointing out the fact that the adminis- 
tration of the university was able to take the 
proper measures, without police interference* 
He was informed by the minister that if the 
state of affairs, as it then existed, did not 
please him, he was at liberty to pursue any 
course he chose. 

Immediately upon his return to Moscow, Dr. 
Manouilov resigned from his post at the uni- 
versity. Several other professors, led by 
Oumov, also tendered their resignations, as a 
protest against the action of the government. 

At that time Oumov, as the professor of 
experimental physics, was in charge of the 
celebrated physical institute of the university. 
Several days after he tendered his resignation, 
be was ordered to leave the university tm- 
mediaUly, He was not even permitted to 
complete the experiments he had under way 
in his laboratories. 

When this became known, a group of Mos- 
cow business men collected funds for the 
equipment of a new laboratory at the Free 
University of Sheniawsky, also at Moscow, and 
Oumov’s work was transferred there. He re- 
mained at this university until his death. 

This one fact is sufficient indication of the 
popularity which Oumov enjoyed in private 
life. He was beloved by his students, despite 
the fact that he was very exacting in his re- 
quirements. But it was well known that when- 
ever the interests or the privileges of the stu- 
dent body were concerned. Oumov would al- 
ways bring his powerful influence to bear 
upon his colleagues. Stern and dignifiedly 
scientific in the lecture hall and the labora- 
tory, he was always kind, open-hearted and 
generous in private life. Student after stu- 
dent received flnancial assistance for the tui- 
tion from Oumov, but each one was made to 
promise never to mention this fact. 

It is interesting that his favorite laboratory 
assistant, a man of scarcely any education, 
has recently been appointed to special instruc- 
torship at the tmiversity. His association 


with Oumov gave him a wonderful knowledge 
of physics.' 

As far as Oumov's scientific work is con- 
cerned, it would be very difficult to give a full 
appreciation of it at the present time; like the 
majority of Russian professors he published 
comparatively little during his lifetime, and 
a considerable period will probably yet elapse 
before we have a complete study of his work. 

There was, however, one characteristic fea- 
ture of his scientific activity, of which we 
spoke at the very beginning. He was pri- 
marily a scientific philosopher, and it was this 
characteristic that made him different from 
other physicists. It was with a profoundly 
philosophical attitude that he regarded the 
different evolutionary phases of the human 
thought in the domain of physical phenomena. 
Professor Hvolaon thus describes this char- 
acteristic side of Oumov’s scientific make-up; 

He possessed a remarkable talent that enabled 
him to grasp quickly the essence of the views and 
the interpretations of the world, prevalent at the 
given moment, analyze the causes, often remote 
and deep-seated, that led to the rise of new hy- 
potheses and theories, and then, by means of a 
clever Bynthesis, represent the resulte of the new 
evolutions of science.® 

He was a splendid lecturer and he was often 
invited to speak at scientific congresses. In 
his speeches 

clear popular presentation of the results of new 
scientific works was blended with a philosophical 
interpretation of them, which often made them 
assume entirely new aspects. 

The esteem in which Oumov was held by his 
fellow scientists in Russia may be seen from 
the fact that on the ** First Russian Congress 
of Teachers of Physics, Chemistry and Cos- 
mography,” hold in December, 1918, Oumov 
was elected president, as the “ oldest Russian 
professor of physics, a profound thinker and a 
remarkable scientist.” At this congress he 
delivered a famous speech on the “ Evolution 

r T owe these facts concerning Oumpv 'b private 
life to my friend, Mr. E. Bourmashkin, of New 
York City, who had studied under Oumov at the 
ITniversity of Moscow. 

^Profemor O. Hvolaon, *‘Betch/’ Petrograd, 
January 19, 1915. 
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of the Physical Sciences and Its Idealistic 
Siffnificance.^* 

His scientific activity was pfrofound and 
many-sided. His splendid knowledge of phys- 
ics, in the progress of wliich he was interested 
all his life, and his tremendous general erudi- 
tion, enabled him to work In many departments 
of physical science. The names of some of 
his works are very suggestive of this mani- 
foldnesB of interest; “A Theory of Action at 
a Distance and Its Application to the Laws 
of Electrostatics and Electrodynamics,” “ The 
Laws of the Solution of Certain Salts,” The 
Geometrical Significance of FrenkcVs Inte- 
grals,” An Attempt of Discovering the Laws 
of Heat Energy in Chemical Reactions,” 
“Tiber eine Metbode objektiver Darstellung 
der Eigenschaften des polarisierten Liebtes,” 
“ The Formation of Drops in a Magnetic and 
an Electric Field.” 

In physics he was equally at home in ex- 
perimental methods and in the mathematical 
analysis. After leaving the University of 
Moscow, however, he gave himself up almost 
exclusively to theoretical work, especially in 
the domain of the principle of relativity. 
Some of his results in this direction were de- 
scribed in a speech on “The Characteristic 
Features and Problems of the Modern Scien- 
tific Thought,” delivered before the general 
meeting of the second Mendelejev Congress.* 

Oumov was the president of several scientific 
societies in which he was invariably the guid- 
ing spirit. For a short time he edited a 
splendid scientific magazine, The Word of 
Science, which, however, did not exist long. 

Leo PasvoIvSKy 

New Yoek Oitt 


CLASSIFICATION OF TFCBNICAL 
LITERATURE 

Delegates from about twenty national tech- 
nical and scientific societies met in the United 
Engineering Society Building, 29 West Seth 
street, New York City, on May 21, lOlB, to 
perfect a permanent organization, the purpose 
being to prepare a classification of the litera- 

s Unfortunately the speech is not available in 
this country. 


ture of applied science which might be gener- 
ally accepted and adopted by these and other 
organizations. 

There was a generally expressed opinion 
that such a classification, if properly prepared, 
might well serve as a basis for the filing of 
clippings, for cards in a card index, and for 
printed indexes; and that the publishers of 
technical periodicals might be induced to print 
against each important article the symbol of 
the appropriate clas.s in this system, so that by 
clipping these articles a file might be easily 
made which would combine in one system 
these clippings, together with trade cata- 
logues, maps, drawings, blue prints, photo- 
graphs, pamphlets and letters classified by the 
same system. 

By request, Mr. W. P. Cutter, the librarian 
of the Engineering Societies’ Library, and a 
delegate from the American Institute of Min- 
ing Engineers, read a paper on “ The Classifica- 
tion of Applied Science ” in which, after de- 
scribing the existing classifications, of on© 
of which he is the author, he stated that, in his 
opinion, no one of these, although having ex- 
cellent features, was complete and satisfactory 
enough to be worthy of general adoption. He 
outlined a plan whereby a central office could 
collate all the existing classifications, and, 
with the help of specialists in the various na- 
tional societies interested, might compile a 
general system, which, although perhaiis not 
absolutely perfect, might meet with general 
acceptance and adoption. 

Permanent organization was effected by the 
election of the following officers: Chairman, 
Fred B. Low; secretary, W. P. Cutter; execu- 
tive committee; the above, with Edgar Mar- 
burg, 11. W. Peck, Samuel Sheldon. 

It was agreed that a special invitation to 
participate by the appointment of a delegate 
b© sent to other national societies which 
might be interested in the general plan. 

The following societies were represented by 
delegates: Samuel Sheldon, library board, 
United Engineering Society; Richard Mol- 
denke, American Foundrymen’s Association; 
C. Clifford Kuh, Society for Electrical Devel- 
opment; Cullen W. Parmelee, American 
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Ceramic Society; Sullivan W. Jones, j. A. F. 
Cardiff, American Institute of Architects; 
Geo, F, Weston, American Society of Agricul- 
tural Engineers ; F. L. Pryor, American 
Society of Refrigerating Engineers; H. W. 
Peck, American Gas Institute; Nicholas Hill, 
American Water Works Association; Edwin 
J. Prindle, L. P. Alford, L. P. Breckenridge, 
ALmerican Society of Mechanical Engineers; 
F. J. T, Stewart, National Fire Protection 
Association ; J. J. Blackmoro, American 
Society of Heating and Ventilating En- 
gineers; 0. F. Clarkson, Society of Automo- 
bile Engineers; F. L. Bishop, Society for the 
Promotion of Engineering Education; George 
R, blshausen, U. S. Bureau of Standards; E. 
0, Crittenden, American Physical Society; 
Alfred Rigling, Franklin Institute; W. P. 
Cutter, American Institute of Mining En- 
gineers ; Edgar Marburg, American Society 
for Testing Materials; A. S. MacAUister, Na- 
tional Electric Light Association. American 
Electro-Chemical Society and Illuminating 
Engineering Society; C. E. Lindsay, Ameri- 
can Railway Engineering Association; Q. W. 
Lee, librarian. 

The executive committee was charged with 
the task of enlarging the membership of the 
committee to include delegates from all 
similar national organizations, and the pre- 
paration of a plan for further action. 

The delegates present expressed most hearty 
and enthusiastic personal interest in any sys- 
tem which might be worthy of general adop- 
tion; they could, of course, not promise, at this 
early date, anything more than moral support 
to the idea, reserving for themselves and for 
their societies the right to thoroughly examine 
any system that might be evolved before 
recommending its adoption. 

The name adopted for this organization is 
‘‘Joint Committee on Classification of Tech- 
nical Literature,” and the temporary address 
of the Secretary, Mr, W. P. Cutter, is 29 West 
89th Street, New York City, 

TSE NINETEENTS INTEENATIONAL CON. 

GEESS OF AMEEICANISTS 

In consequence of the war in Europe, the 
Washington meeting of the Congress, which 


was originally scheduled for October 6, 1018, 
was, with the general approval of the membeiv 
ship, indefinitely postponed. Since then it 
has become evident that the war may last for 
a long period, and that when it does end the 
conditions, economic and otherwise, may be 
such that a successful meeting can not be held 
for many years. Circumstances, however, 
have so shaped themselves as to make possi- 
ble a well-attended session of the congress 
during the coming winter, notwithstanding 
the enforced absence of most of the European 
delegates. During Convocation Week of this 
year, a number of important scientific bodies, 
whose interests wholly or in part are closely 
related to those of the Americanists and 
whose membership is in a large measure the 
same, will meet in Washington. As this 
seemed to present an excellent opportunity for 
a meeting of the Americanists, the organizing 
committee took preliminary steps which assure 
intimate cooperation between the Congress 
and other learned bodies and submitted the 
proposal to hold the postponed session in 
cooperation or jointly with these or- 
ganizations, to the vote of the members. The 
result of this vote was overwhelmingly in 
favor of the proposal. In consequence, the 
organizing committee feels authorized to an- 
nounce that the session will be held in Wash- 
ington, December 27-31, of this year; and that 
it will be held jointly or in cooperation with 
the Anthropological Section of the Pan-Ameri- 
can Scientific Congress, the American An- 
thropological Association, the American His- 
torical Association, the American Folklore 
Society, and the Archeological Institute of 
America. The program previously published 
will in the main be adhered to, excepting the 
field excursions; and the members ore urged 
to communicate with the secretary in relation 
to the papers which they intend to present. 

W. A. Holhbs, 
Chairman, 0. 0, 

A, Hrdli6ka, 

Secretary 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 
Da. W. W. Campbell, president of the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
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Science, will deliver an address at the opening 
session of the Pacific coast meeting, held at 
the Scottish Rite Auditorium, San Francisco, 
on the morning of August 2. Dr. C. W. Eliot, 
the retiring president of the association, is 
unable to be present* 

The thirteenth annual session of the South 
African Association for the Advancement of 
Science was held at Pretoria, from Monday, 
July 5, to Saturday, July 10, under the presi- 
dency of Mr. R, T. A. Innes, union astron- 
omer. 

The Trail award and medal of the Linnean 
Society for 1915 has been presented to Dr. 
Leonard Doncaster, and the Linnean gold 
medal to Mr. J. H. Maiden, of Sydney, New 
South Wales. 

At its recent commencement Oberlin Col- 
lege conferred its doctorate of science on Dr. 
Charles A. Kofoid, professor of zoology in the 
University of California. 

At a convocation of the University of Ox- 
ford on June 26 the honorary degree of master 
of arts was conferred on Mr. Horatio P. 
Symonds, surgeon to the Rad cliff e Infirmary, 
in recognition of his services to the Oxford 
Medical School. 

Among knights created on King Albertis 
birthday the following are given in Nature 
as those engaged in scientific work: Mr. 0. E. 
Fryer, superintending inspector of fisheries 
division of the Board of Agricultnre and 
Fisheries since 1903 ; Mr. R. R. Gales, Indian 
Public Works Department, engineer-in-chief, 
Hardinge Bridge, Sara, Bengal; Dr. J. Mac- 
kenzie, F.R.S,, lecturer on cardiac research at 
the Loudon Hospital; Dr. T. Muir, F.RS., 
superintendent-general of education, Province 
of the Cape of Good Hope, Union of South 
Africa; Mr. W, Pearce, director of WiUiam 
Pearce and Sons (Limited) and Spencer, 
Chapman, and Mensel (Limited), chemical 
manufacturers; Mr. E. Rigg, since 1898 super- 
intendent of the operative department of the 
Royal Mint; Dr. W. N, Shaw, F. B. S., di- 
rector of the Meteorological OfBce since 1905 
and reader in meteorology in the University 
of London since 1907; Mr, W, Slingo, engi- 
tteer-in-chief of the General Poet Office. 


Mb. Hebbert Lako has been appointed as- 
sistant in mammalogy and Mr. James P. 
Chapin assistant in ornithology in the Amer- 
ican Museum of Natural History. Mr. Lang 
and Mr. Chapin have also been elected life 
members of the museum in recognition of their 
efficient services in conducting the Congo 
expedition. 

A GRANT of £50 has been made from the 
Balfour Fund of the University of Cambridge 
to enable Mr, G. Matthai, of Emmanuel Col- 
lege, to visit America in furtherance of his 
researches on the comparative anatomy and 
classification of the Madreporaria. 

Db. Frederick Burr La Forge, of the staff 
of the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Re- 
search, has been appointed expert in organic 
chemistry in the U. 8. Department of Agricul- 
ture. Dr. Benjamin S. Kline, also of the 
staff of the institute, has been appointed resi- 
dent patliologist of the Montefiore Home for 
Chronic Invalids, and in connection with this 
appointment he has also undertaken work in 
the department of pathology of the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia Univer- 
sity. 

Dr. M. Sullivan has resigned from the 
division of soil fertility of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. Washington, D, 0., and 
has accepted the position of bio-chemist of 
the U. S. Public Health Service. Dr. Sullivan 
will be engaged in the biochemical study of 
pellagra with headquarters at the pellagra 
hospital, Spartanburg, S. C. 

Dr. Nevin M. Fknneman, profesor of geol- 
ogy at the University of Cincinnati, will have 
his year’s leave of absence next year. Dr. Guy 
A. Tawney, professor of philosophy at Cincin- 
nati, will return in the fall after a year’s 
study at Oxford, England. 

Dr. Lattitu M. Snow, associate professor 
of botany in Wellesley College, has been 
granted a leave of absence for 1916-16. She ex- 
pects to study in several institutions but her 
address for the year will be department of 
botany, University of Chicago. 

Messrs. H. E. Anthony and D. S, Ball 
have returned from an expedition to the moun- 
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tftins of the Isthmus of Darien in eastern 
Panatuai bringing with them for the American 
Museum of Natural History a collection of 
1,100 birds and 250 mammals, many of which 
are new to the museum a collections and some 
undoubtedly new to science. 

Dr. F. W. Pennell, associate curator of the 
New York Botanical Garden, is engaged in 
collecting in the Rocky Mountain region of 
Ooiorado, the Wahsatch Mountains of Utah 
and the Yellowstone National Park. The ob- 
ject of the trip is to study and collect plants of 
Scrophulariaeeas. Pentstemon and CastUleja 
are the principal genera to be found in this 
region. He also asks the cooperation of col- 
lectors throughout the country in respect to 
this family, as many critical problems can only 
be solved after the accumulation of ample 
material. 

Da. C. K. SCHNEifaER, of Vienna, who has 
recently been engaged in botanical exploration 
in western China, has been visiting the botan- 
ical institutions of the United States. Dr. 
Schneider is an authority on woody plants. 

The schooner Oeorge B. Clueti, chartered 
by the Crocker Land relief expedition to go in 
quest of Donald B. MacMillan and the mem’ 
bets of his party in Greenland, expected to 
Bail from North Sj^dney, Nova Scotia, on July 
10. Dr. Edmund Otis Hovey, of the Ameri- 
can Musuem of Natural History, chairman of 
the Crocker Land Exploration Committee, is 
in charge. 

On July 7, Professor C. J. Keyser, of Co- 
lumbia University, delivered an address on 
‘•'The Human Worth of Rigorous Thinking,'’ 
before the mathematics section of the Cali- 
fornia High Scliool Teachers’ Association, at 
the University of California. On tlie evening 
of J*uly 12 ho presented a paper on science and 
religion before the Chit-Chat Club of San 
Francisco at a meeting held at the University 
Club of San Francisco. 

Sir William Ramsay gave the address on 
July 1 at ^he annual meeting of the British 
Science Guild on ** The National Organiza- 
tion of Science.” 


The annual general meeting of the Eugenics 
Education Society was held on July 1, when 
the presidential address was delivered by Major 
Leonard Darwin on the subject, ‘^Eugenios 
during and after the War/’ 

Dr. S. Alexander, professor of philosophy 
in the University of Manchester, has been ap- 
pointed to the post of Gi:fford lecturer at the 
University of Glasgow for the period of 1916- 
1918. 

Through the generosity of an anonymous 
donor, a lectureship has been established at the 
Mount Sinai Hospital named after the late 
Dr. Edward Q. Janeway, who was for many 
years associated with the medical stafE. The 
foundation has been created for the purpose 
of inviting important investigators to present 
the results of their work to the staff of the 
hospital. 

The centenary of the birth of David Waldie, 
who suggested a trial of chloroform as an an- 
esthetic to Sir James Simpson, has been com- 
memorated by a bronze tablet, placed on the 
house in Linlithgow where he lived for some 
time. It has on it a portrait of Waldie, with 
an inscription in which he is described as a 
pioneer in anesthetic research. 

In Soienoe for July 9 the death was recorded 
of Professor Pieter Zeeman, of the University 
of Leiden. Unfortunately he was confused 
in this and other journals with Professor 
Pieter Zeeman, of the University of Amster- 
dam, the well-known discoverer of the magnetic 
resolution of spectral lines. Physicists will 
regret the loss of the distinguished professor of 
theoretical and geometrical mechanics in the 
University of Leiden, but will be glad to know 
that work of such fundamental importance as 
that done in the Amstenlam laboratory on the 
spectrum is not to be interrupted by the un- 
timely death of its author. 

Pboeessoe Frederick Prime, who held tlm 
chair of natural history in Girard College, 
Philadelphia, and had previously been pro- 
fessor of geology and metallurgy in Lafayette 
College, one of the secretaries of the American 
Philosophical Society, has died at the age of 
seventy years. 
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Mrs* W. W. Mayo, aged ninety years, wife 
of the late Dr. W. W. Mayo, founder of the 
Mayo Clinic and Surgical Institute, Bochester, 
Minn., and mother of the distinguished sur- 
gooris, Dr. W, J. Mayo and Dr. 0. H. Mayo, 
has died. 

Mr. Howard Marsh, master of Downing 
College, and professor of surgery in the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, died on June 24, aged 
seventy-five years. 

Dr. R. H. Lock, inspector at the British 
Board of Agriculture and Fisherios, sometime 
fellow of Qonville and Oaiua College, Cam- 
bridge, died on June 26, at thirty-six years of 

age. 

Dr. G. C. M. Mathison, known for his work 
on the physiology of respiration, and Lieu- 
tenant R. B. Woosnam, who has conducted 
zoological explorations, have been killed at 
the Dardanelles. 

Joseph Farrioan, prominent mining engi- 
neer and entomologist, died at his home in 
St. Louis, on May 9, at the age of fifty-eight 
years. He was an authority on the aphididfie 
and a coworker with C. V. Riley, in the later 
seventies. 

Mr. F. H. Neville, F.R.S., fellow of Sidney 
Sussex College, Cambridge, distinguished for 
his contributions to metallurgy, has died at 
the age of sixty-eight years. 

Captain J. W. Jenkinson, late fellow of 
Exeter College, Oxford, and university lec- 
turer in embryology, was killed on June 4 in 
the trenches in Gallipoli, He was forty-three 
years of age. 

De. Chaillon, head of the anti-rabies de- 
partment of the Pasteur Institute, having de- 
manded and obtained the perilous mission of 
disinfecting a battlefield near the enomy^a 
trenches, was killed in fulfilling this service. 

Dr. Alexander R, Oeaio, of Chicago, secre- 
tary of the American Medical Association, re- 
ports that its membership has increased from 
74,286 in 1914 to 76,020 in 1916. 

The twenty-second sammer meeting of the 
American Mathematical Society will be held 
At the University of California and Stanford 


University, Tuesday to Thursday, August 8-6. 
Tuesday morning will be devoted to a joint 
session with the American Astronomical So- 
ciety and Section A of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science. Separ- 
ate sessions of the Mathematical Society will 
be held on Tuesday afternoon and on Thurs- 
day at Berkeley and on Wednesday at Stan- 
ford University. 

The mid-summer field meet of the Ameri- 
can Fern Society was held at Jamesville, N. 
Y. Members and their friends assembled on 
Tuesday evening, July 18, at the home of Mr. 
Wm. Spalding, 406 Comstock Ave., Syracuse, 
N. Y. Excursions were arranged under the 
guidance of Dr. Benedict, Dr, Todd and Mrs. 
II. E. Ronsier on days following. 

The preliminary list of awards by the 
Panama-Pacific International Exposition gives 
the Department of the Interior collective ex- 
hibit one grand prize. The exhibit of the 
Geological Survey receives one grand prize, 
four medals of honor, five gold medals, six 
silver medals, and two bronze medals. The 
Bureau of Mines receives one grand prize, six 
medals of honor, three gold medals, and tbres 
silver medals. 

CoNSTiTimoNALiTV of the Hlinois pure food 
law prohibiting in effect sale of a food preser- 
vative containing boric acid was upheld on 
June 21 by tlie Supreme Court, Justice 
Hughes, for the court, held that validity of 
the law must be upheld unless the defendant 
showed there was no doubt about boric acid 
being wholesome. The court held he had 
failed to do so. 

A oiROULAR has been issued by Dr. J. B. de 
Lacerda, the director of the National Museum 
in Rio de Janeiro, calling attention to the fact 
that on June 7, the collection of mineralogy 
in that institution was robbed of a green aqua- 
marine weighing 11 kilos and 860 grams, two 
topazes, and a number of small diamonds. 
Dr. Lacerda requests mineralogists and direc- 
tors of museums in North America to com- 
municate instantly witii him by telegraph, at 
his expense, in case these objects are offered 
for sale, and authorizes those to whom they 
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may be offered to take bu<^ steps as may be 
necessary to secure tbe return of the stolen 
property to the National Museum of Brazil. 

The American Mitaeum Journal states that 
through interest created by the Roosevelt 
South American expedition, the Museum has 
received six hundred birds and fifty mammals, 
presented by the Goeldi Museum of Parfi, 
through its director of zoology, Dr. Eihllie 
Snethlnge. The members of the North Ameri- 
can expedition when passing through Parfi in 
May* 1914, called on Dr. Snethlage to ex- 
amine the rich collections of Amazonian 
fauna which she, and her predecessor Doctor 
Goeldi, hare amassed. Dr. Snethlage writes 
that shortly after the Rooserelt party passed 
through Pard she herself embarked on an 
expedition into the unexplored portions of the 
Upper Xingu, on which she was absent seven 
months. 

Preparations for an enrollment of a hun- 
dred students at the summer session of the 
Puget Sound Marine Station have been made 
by Dr. Theodore 0. Frye, acting dean of the 
college of science and director of the biolog- 
ical plant at Friday Harbor. Dr. Frye re- 
cently returned from the station, having spent 
several days there arranging for the season’s 
work. Last year there were 43 students, prac- 
tically all of whom were college graduates, 
doing research work. This year parties are ex- 
pected from educational institutions in Illi- 
nois, Minnesota, Kansas, Nebraska and Utah, 
An improved water supply is afforded the sta- 
tion this year. Heretofore deep wells have 
furnished the water, which was not, however, 
good for experimental purposes. Friday 
Harbor now gets its supply from Echo Lake, 
and mineral content will no longer be a handi- 
cap. A new gravel road from the station to 
the town of Friday Harbor is another conveni- 
ence completed this year. The shrimp steamer 
Violet, which was chartered last year, will 
again dredge for laboratory material, which 
abounds at the bottom of the harbor at a depth 
of about 100 fathoms. 

The Lake Laboratory of the Ohio State 
University at Cedar Point, is this year under 
the direction of Professor Herbert Osborn, 
head of the department of zoology. Edward L. 


Fullmer, M.Sc., of Baldwin Wallace College 
at Berea, Ohio, will supervise tbe work in bot- 
any. Professor Frederick H. Krecker, of the 
department of zoology of the Ohio State Uni- 
versity, and Professor S. R. Williams, of 
Miami University, will have charge of the 
work in zoology. Charles G. Shatzor, M.A., 
of Wittenberg College, will teach the classes 
on birds. The laboratory is situated on the 
shore of Sandusky Bay, where students have 
access to marshes, river, forests, sandy beaches 
and rocky islands. At Put-in-Bay is the 
United States fish hatchery, and glacial 
groves are at Kelly’s Island. 

On June 18, 1916, the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment of New York City passed 
a resolution authorizing the issue of $100,000 
corporate stock of the City of New York to 
provide means for permanent improvements at 
the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, including the 
completion of the laboratory building and 
plant houses. This action was taken follow- 
ing the generous offer of Mr. Alfred T. White, 
chairman of the Botanic Garden Committee 
of the Brooklyn Institute trustees, to secure a 
like sum by private subscription. The amount 
was subscribed by Mr. White, and the donors 
of the original endowment of the garden. 
Plans are now being prepared for tbe com- 
pletion of the buildings, only one fifth of which 
are now erected. It is expected that ground 
will be broken this coming fall. 

Nature calls attention to tbe forthcoming 
sale of Stonehenge by auction. The property 
is under the protection of the Ancient Monu- 
ments Act, which ensures its preservation; 
and the auctioneers, Messrs. Knight, Frank 
and Butley, 20 Hanover Square, W., announce 
that Sir Cosmo Antrobua, who is only tenant 
for life, proposes, if his powers permit him to 
do 80 , to impose conditions providing for the 
public having access thereto for all time. It 
is hoped, however, that Stonehenge may be 
bought either by the government or by a 
learned society, and if any reasonable proposal 
be made for its acquisition with the intention 
nf preserving the monument in the public in- 
terest, tbe auctioneers are instructed to facili- 
tate a sale by private treaty before the auction. 
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Enqush journalists state that the British 
Institute of Industry and Science, acting in 
cooperation with the British Empire Exhibi- 
tion Association, is promoting on a wide scale 
an exhibition of the national resources of the 
empire, which will be opened at the beginning 
of next year in a handsome building to be 
erected on the Aldwych site, where the exist- 
ing offices of the institute are situated. The 
purpose of the exhibition is to demonstrate to 
the public, as well as to manufacturers and in- 
dustrialists, the potentialities of the empire 
as contained in its natural resources. The 
various dominions and colonies are coopera- 
ting in the scheme, and each colony will, with 
the advice of the central body, organize its 
own particular section of the exhibition. The 
coat of the project will be about £50,000, which 
has been provided for through the generosity 
of the directors of the institute. The exhibi- 
tion will, it is expected, remain open during 
the whole of next year. 

UNIVEB81TT AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS 
The Medical College of the University of 
Cincinnati has received several large dona- 
tions during the past month, Mrs. Mary M. 
Emery promised the university the sum of 
$250,000 for a new Medical College Building, 
on the condition that an additional $260,000 be 
raised by July 1 for its equipment and mainte- 
nance. At the appointed time, Bean 0. B. 
Holmes, of the College of Medicine, an- 
nounced that $250,000 had been secured. The 
new structure will be located on grounds ad- 
jacent to those of the Cincinnati General Hos- 
pital, which occupies 24 buildings and covers 
27 acres, and whi^h offers unusual opportu- 
nities for clinical instruction. The sum of 
$30,000 has just been raised by citizens of Cin- 
oinuati for tbe purpose of maintaining for 
three years a chair of medicine in the Medical 
College. The chair will be known as tho 
Frederick Forchhcimer chair of medicine, in 
honor of the late Br. Frederick Forchheimer, 
who was for years professor of medicine at the 
Medical College. Dr. Bobert S. Morris, lately 
of Clifton Springs, New Toric, and formerly 
of Ann Arbor and of Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity, has been appointed to the new position. 


On June 8, during the commencement wedc 
at Be Pauw University, the comer stone of the 
new Bowman Memorial Gymnasium was laid 
with appropriate ceremonies. The building 
will cost over $100,000. 

The new Honan Biological Institute at Uni- 
versity College, Cork, has been completed, as 
we learn from tho British Medical Journal, 
owihg to the generosity of the trustees of the 
estate of tho late Miss Honan, and forms a 
handsome gproup of buildings, situated near 
the plant houses which were the gift of the late 
William Crawford, of Lakelands. The bio- 
logical laboratory was a small building, much 
too cramped for the teaching of the students, 
much less for the research work which has al- 
ways been a feature of tbe college. In the new 
building ample room has been provided for the 
study of zoology, botany and geology. There 
are junior and senior zoological and botanical 
laboratories, as well as research rooms, geolog- 
ical and geographical laboratories, and a large 
semicircular lecture theater, lit from the roof, 
and capable of accommodating about 100 stu- 
dents. 

Tue summer session of the University of 
California for 1915 by June 80, nine days after 
the beginning of the six- weeks term, had en- 
rolled 5,420 students, which was more than 
2,000 more than on a corresponding date the 
year before and which was only 62 leas than 
the largest total registration at any one time in 
the academic colleges end graduate school for 
the fall or spring sessions excluding students 
in tho professional colleges. 

Among instructors appointed at the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology are : Barnum 
B. Libby and George Rutledge, mathematics; 
Walter A. Patrick, theoretical chemistry; Clark 
8. Robinson and Frederic H, Smyth, inorganic 
chemistry. Promotions include; Robert P. 
Bigelow, associate professor of zoology and 
parasitology; W. Felton Brown, associate pro- 
fmsoT of freehand drawing; Harold A. Ever- 
ett, associate professor of naval architecture; 
Henry B. Phillips, assistant professor of 
mathematics; Kenneth C. Robinson and Geo. 
H. Clark, instructors in mechanical engineer- 
ing; John E. Bird, instructor in mechanical 
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drawing and descriptive geometry; Leioeater 
F, Hamilton, instructor in analytical chemis- 
try, and Kuth M. Thomas, research associate 
in organic chemistry. 

Dr. Ward ,T. Mac^^isal has l)een appointed 
director of laboratories of the New York Post- 
graduate Medical School and Hospital, suc- 
ceeding Dr. Jonathan Wright, resigned. Dr. 
Morris Fine has been promoted to adjunct pro- 
fessor of pathologic diemiatry; Dr. Eichard 
M. Taylor, to adjunct professor of pathology 
and Paul A. Schule, to a lectureship of bac- 
teriology. 

Mr. E. H. Booue, for three years instructor 
in chemistry in the Massachusetts Agricul- 
tural College, has accepted a position as assist- 
ant professor of agricultural chemistry at the 
Montana Agricultural College, His place in 
the Massachusetts College has been filled by 
the appointment of Paul Serex. 

Dr. F. D. From MR, formerly of the botany 
department of the Indiana Agricultural Ex- 
periment Station , has been appointed to the 
professorship of plant pathology and bacteriol- 
ogy in the Virginia Polytechnic Institute. 

Guy West Wilson, formerly agent, TJ. S. 
Laboratory of Forest Pathology, stationed at 
the Agricultural Experiment Station, New 
Brunswick, N, J„ has been appointed assistant 
professor of mycology and plant pathology. 
State University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. 

DISCUSSION AND COSBEBFONDENCS 

NOTE ON THE MERIDIONAL DEVUTION OF A 
FALLING BODY 

Introductory Eemarhs . — ^Varioua definitions 
have been given for the meridional deviation 
of a falling body and various potential func- 
tions have been assumed in the mathematical 
determination thereof. It is therefore per- 
fectly natural that the results found by differ- 
ent writers on the subject do not agree. How- 
ever, when onoe the equations of motion of 
the falling body, the definition of the devia- 
tion^ and the potential function have been 
fixedt the solution of the problem is unique. 

1 Transaotiom of the American MathematioaX 8o- 
Vol. XIL, pp. 386-03, i6<d., Vol. XIII., pp. 
409-00. 


In 1911^ I published a general formula for 
the meridional deviation which included as 
special cases the apparently discordant for- 
mulae of several other writers. Th^s was pos- 
sible because my formula could be broken up 
into parts which corresponded to different 
kinds of meridional deviation, and also because 
it was expressed in terms of the symbol repre^ 
sentiiig the potential function, which symbol, 
when replaced by particular forms of this 
function, made it yield the results of the writers 
who had used these particular forms. In 1013* 
Dr. E. 8. Woodward treated the problem using 
the equations of motion, the definition of the 
deviation and one of the potential functions 
which I had used. Therefore lie should have ob- 
tained the result which I did for that potential 
function provided my solution was correct. 
But he got a different result. This lack of 
agreement was the means of interesting Pro- 
fessor F. E. Moulton in the problem. In June, 
1914, Professor Moulton published an article* 
in which he solved the problem treated by Dr. 
Woodward and his result was the same as 
mine. Shortly after the appearance of Pro- 
fessor Moulton's article, I published a paper^ 
(which, however, was prepared at the same time 
as Professor Moulton's, and independently of 
it) showing that Dr. Woodward's methods, when 
applied to his initial assumptions, should lead 
to my results. In reply to Professor Moulton's 
article and my last paper, Dr. Woodward hae 
just published a note* in which he states that 
}jG did not solve the problem which Professor 
Moulton and I had solved. The present article 
is my reply to this note. 

Granting that two different problems have 
actually been solved," I will show that this is 
so because Dr. Woodward has not solved the 

» Astronomical Journal (Noa. 651-62), August 
4, 1913. 

Deviations of Falling Bodies," Annuls 
of Mathemaiica (Second Series), Vol. 16, pp. 184r- 
94, June, 1014. 

* ‘ * Deviations of Falling Bodies, ' ' AaironuwicaX 
Journal, Nos, 670-72, pp. 277-203, January 2S, 
1916. 

«'*Note on the Orbits of Freely Falling Bod- 
ies," SoiaHCK, New Series, Vol. XU., No. 1057, 
pp. 492-06, April 2, 1015. 
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problem which he originally proposed. The 
solution of the problem which he now states in 
his note that he has solved corresponds to a 
meridional deviation different from that orig- 
inally defined. This deviation is of the form 
while that originally defined was 
of the form Ch^y in which h is the height of 
fall and A, B, 0 are constants. 1 will also 
show that a formula for this new meridional 
deviation may be obtained without integrating 
the equations of motion at all and that this 
formula yields a result differing but slightly 
from the result given by Dr. Woodward, but 
given by him for the deviation originally de- 
fined. In this article I will also reply to cer- 
tain criticisms made by Dr. Woodward con- 
cerning my work. 

1. In the sixth paragraph of his note* Dr, 
Woodward says: 

Now, to account for the discrepancy in question, 
namely, our differing values for the meridional 
deviation of the falling body, it is only essential 
to observe that two different surfaces of reference 
have been used. Profesors Moulton and Boever 
have referred the motion to a gooid specified by a 
certain approximate potential function, while I 
have referred the same motion to Clarke *s spheroid 
of revolution (of 1866), which is determined by 
certain axes (a« b) dependent on geodetic meas’ 
uremcnts. 

In reply to this statement I should like to 
aay that in order to determine the path (orbit) 
of the falling body a potential function is 
needed; a surface of reference is not enough. 
When once the potential function is chosen 
the geoid (or level surface) is determined. 
That the geoid, and not the spheroid, was orig- 
inally contemplated by Dr. Woodward as the 
surface of reference, appears from the state- 
ment made below equations (2) of his paper 
in the Aatronomkal Journal (Nob. 661--52). 
For, of the points and Pj from which, re- 
spectively, the body is let fall and the devia- 
tions measured, he says: 

It is important to specify how this point is 
located with reference to the initial point P,. 
Imagine a basin of mercury at the point P^ The 

eSonNOE, No. 1057, pp. 498. 


surface of the mercury will be the level, or equipo- 
tential (or horuontal) surface through this point; 
and if it is located as here assumed the line join- 
iag the two points Po and Fi will be normal to the 
surface of the mercury. 

Now, the surface of the mercury is surely a 
portion of the greoid and not of the spheroid. 
The position of the point besides depending 
on that of depends on the potential func- 
tion, and, furthermore, on the same potential 
function as that which is used in the differ- 



ential equations of motion of the path of the 
falling body. Dr. Woodward now states that 
he used for his surface of reference the 
spheroid (of Clarke) instead of the geoid. If 
these two surfaces differ ever so slightly from 
one another — and they do differ according to 
equations (2) and (3) of his note^ — ^the quan- 
tities which are determined by using the sphe- 
roid for reference are not the same as the 
quantities ij, i (measured from P^) which he 
originally defined as the easterly and merid- 
ional deviations of the falling body. There- 
fore, the problem which he now states that he 
has solved is not the one which he originally 
proposed. 

T SoncNcK, No, 1057. 
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2. For the sake of simplicity let ns assume 
(s8 Dr. Woodward did before he got very far 
into his solution) that the distribution of the 
earth’s gravitating matter is such as to make 
the potential function independent of the 
longitude (t. e., correspond to a distribution of 
revolution). Let denote the point (fixed 
with respect to the earth) from which the body 
falls. In Fig. 1 the plane of the drawing is 
assumed to be the meridian plane of Thia 
plane contains tbe axis of rotation OZ, and 
cuts from the geoid and the spheroid (both of 
which are surfaces of revolution of axis OZ) 
the meridian curves GH and AB, respectively, 
QH drawn full and AB dashed The point P^ 
is the foot of the peri)6ndicular from P^ to the 
geoid GH. The straight line P^Po is then the 
vertical of PA and the angle which it makes 
with the equatorial plane (perpendicular to 
the axis OZ) is the ^tronomic latitude of P^. 
The straight lino P^T (not coincident with 
PjjPj) is the vertical of (i. e., the normal 
at P(j of the level surface through P^, The 
angle which it makes with the equatorial 
plane is the astronomic latitude of P^® The 
path (with respect to the earth) of the falling 
body is a curve c which does not lie in the 
meridian plane of P^, but is tangent at P^ to 
the vertical P^T of P^. This curve c pierces 
the horizontal plane of Pj (t. e., the plane 
through Pj perpendicular to P^Pq) in a point 
C. Let us denote by d and 0* the orthographic 
projections of c and C, respectively, on the 
meridian plane of P^. Then c* is also tangent 
to P^T at Pq. According to the definitions 
originally adopted by Dr. Woodward, 

8 The difference between and ia given by 
the formula 

^ ^ ~ * h + higher powers in k, 

9\ 

where h ia the distance of P* above Pj, ffi U the 
value of the acceleration due to weight at Pi, and 
Is the value, at Pi, of the derivative of g 
with respect to where f represents distance meas- 
ured to the south at Pi- For the potential func- 
tion used by Dr. Woodward {Astronoinicdl Joumol, 
Nob. 051-52), 

« g.8 X 10-«Mn2*. 

9i 


CX is the easterly deviation of the falling body, 
PiC' is the meridional deviation of the falling 
body. 

He now says, however, that he referred the 
motion of the falling body to the spheroid 
{AB, Fig. 1). By this he must mean that he 
measures the deviation of the failing body 
from the foot U of the normal drawn from 
to the spheroid. The angle ^ which this 
normal (shown in Fig. 1 hy the dashed line 
PqU) makes with the equatorial plane is called 
the geodetic latitude of ET. In other words, 
the statement that the spheroid is his surface 
of reference implies that VC* is the merid- 
ional deviation of the falling body. That this 
is the implication is also borne out by the fact 
that the value of this deviation agrees with the 
value which Dr, Woodward actually found. 
In order co show this let us first observe that 

(1) Z/ty = t7r -f TC', 

the positive sense of each of these quantities 
being taken toward the equator. If ^ and 
be expressed in radians, 

(2) '0)k, 

where h=>P^P^ is the height of fall. Since 
the curve c* is tangent to P^^T at P©* and has 
no cusp there,® 

(3) PC' =:i(l/po)k* higher powers of k,io 

where ia the radius of curvature of e* at P^. 
By equations (2) and (8) of Dr, Woodward’s 
note,^^ ^ — (^0=5 12'' sin 2^ and hence in 
circular measure 

(4) 0 — 0, = .00006 Bin 20. 

Hence for the data 

(6) k = 49024 cm., 0 = 45% 

assumed in his example in the Astronomical 
Journal (Nos. 661-652) 

UT^ — 2M cm. 

• The curve o has a cusp at Po as has also its pro- 
jection on a plane perpendicular to the meridian 
plane of P«. 

10 flee ^‘Introduction to Infinite Series/’ by 
Osgood, p. 89. 
w SoixKOB, No. 1057, 
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For the same data and for the potential func- 
tion used by Dr. Woodward,'* 

rc'=.0010 cm. 

Therefore 

VC t= Z7r 4- TC' = — 2.94. 

This result agrees very well with the value 
f =; — 3.03 obtained by Dr. Woodward for his 
originally defined meridional deviation. Thus 
I have shown that for the meridional devia- 
tion implied by the statement that the sphe- 
roid instead of the geoid is the surface of 
reference, it is possible to find a formula, 
namely 

(6) VC := — — 0o) ain 2^ -A, 

without integrating the equations of motion, 
and that, for the data given by equations (2) 
and (3) of Dr, Woodward's note, this formula 
yields values for the deviation UC which do 
not differ much from those obtained by Dr. 
Woodward for his originally defined merid- 
ional deviation. 

8. We have just seen that the expression 
(formula 6) for the newly defined meridional 
deviation VC* begins with the first power of A. 
Let us now show, with the aid of Fig. 1, that 
the originally defined meridional deviation 

^ The quantity TC is the negative of the quan- 
tity which I denoted by Vi in my first paper (Trans- 
atti<yns of the American Mathematical Society, Vol. 
XII., No. 3, pp. 335-63). It is the quantity which 
Comte Be Bparre used for his meridional deviation 
of a falling body. I have shown this quantity to 
be expressible by the formula 

where h and have the meanings given above, w ic 
the angular velocity of the earth's rotation, and 
g* and are the values which the accelera* 

tion g due to weight and the derivative of g with 
respect to € have at the point P„ £ representing 
distance measured to the south. For the potential 
function used by Br. Woodward {Astronomical 
Journal, Noe. 661-62), (dp/a;e),=s— 8.14 X 10^ 
ein 2 and hence, since w^c5= 6.3173 X 10** we 
have for this potential function 

rc' - 2.49 X 10-»«ia3^ • 
which for the data (6) yields 

TC^ + .0010 cm. 


P^C* begins with the second power of A. For 
this purpose let us think of a series of level 
surfaces between the geoid G3 and the level 
surface of The locus of the feet of the 
perpendiculars from Pq to these level surfaces 
is a curve d passing, necessarily, through the 
points Pq and P^ and tangent at P^ to the 
vertical P^P of P^ (see dotted curve in Fig. 1). 
Since the curve d is tangent to Pj^T at P^, we 
have for a reason given above, 

(7) (l/prf)A*4- higher powers of h, 

where pa is the radius of curvature of the curve 
d at the point P^. It is further evident from 
Fig. 1, that 

(8) F,Cc=zP,T TC, 

the positive sense of each of these quantities 
being taken toward the equator. By relations 
(3), (7) and (8) 

(9) PiC* + higher powers of 

-fi \ Prf Po / 

Hence we see that while the originally defined 
meridional deviation P^C* begins with the sec- 
ond power of h, the newly, implicitly, defined 
meridional deviation UC* begins with the first 
power of A. 

4. In commenting on my work, Dr. Wood- 
ward, after speaking of a certain assumption, 

1® It is not difficult to show that 

S’ 

where the terms have the same meaning as in the 
preceding foot-note. Consequently 

PiC'-PiT+rC'- 1 2«*8ia2^-5 (^) J 

This formula I proved for the first time in the 
Transactions of the American Mathematical So- 
ciety, Vol. XII,, No. 3, pp. 336-63. Bee also Vol. 
XIII., pp. 469-90, Astronomical Journal, Noa 
070-72 and Bulletin of the American Mathematical 
Sooiety, 2d series, Vol. XXI., No. 9, pp. 444-02. 
For the potential function used by Br. Woodward, 

{d^/d£)o = — 8.14XlO"* sin 2^ 
whence, for that potential function 

r,C' = 51.88 X sin 2^0 AV6^., 
which for the data (5) gives 

PjC's= + .021 cm. 
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novr abandoned, which he made concerning my 
earlier paper, says: 

This assumption was supported by uncertainty 
as to meaning and by lack of homogeneity of his 
expreswon for the potential function introduced on 
page 343 of his first paper; and still more by his 
identification of astronomic with geocentric latitude 
(on p. 330, same paper) by means of the loose 
phrase ‘'with sufficient approximation/^ A sim- 
ilar lack of ‘^accuracy and precision^’ will be 
found in several parts of his latest paper cited 
above. See, for example, his equations (j) , wherein 
he confounds geocentric with reduced latitude; 
also p. 190, where he identifies his equations (38) 
and (41) with my equation (26) and makes with 
respect to them the surprising statement, “it is, of 
course, evident that this function corresponds to 
some distribution of revolution “ in the earth’s 
mass. 

I shall reply first to the criticism concern- 
ing the “ identification of astronomic with 
geocentric latitude.” After having derived (in 
my first paper) a general formula for the 
meridional deviation of a falling body, I as- 
signed various particular forms to the poten- 
tial function and thus obtained the formula 
for the meridional deviations corresponding to 
these particular potential functions. Some of 
these potential functions were expressed in 
terms of astronomic latitude, and others in 
terms of geocentric. Consequently, the same 
thing was true of the corresponding formulse 
for the meridional deviation. For instance, 
the formula of Gauss was expressed in terms 
of astronomic latitude and several others were 
expressed in terms of geocentric latitude. In 
order to compare the magnitudes given by the 
special formulae I replaced, in the formula of 
Gauss, the symbol representing astronomic 
latitude by that representing geocentric, and 
in BO doing I used the expression “ with suffi- 
cient approximation” for which I am now 
criticized. It is of course evident that by this 
procedure a slight error was made in the 
formula of Gauss after it-s rigorous form had 
been derived. But none of the other work was 
thereby affected, the derivation of the general 
formula as well as that of each of the special 
formulie being strictly rigorous. Concerning 
the criticism about my equations (;) I wish to 


say that the parameter ^ may be regarded as a 
geocentric latitude, since it is measured at the 
center of the spheroid and from the equatorial 
plane. I did not say that it was the geo- 
centric latitude of the point (t, cr). How- 
ever, it would have been well to mention that 
it is called the reduced latitude of the point 
(t, <r). But even if the reader interprets it as 
the geocentric latitude of the point (r, a), the 
argument in which it is used will not thereby 
be vitiated. For, as I pointed out, the rela- 
tion (1) in which it is used is approximate, 
the relation (n) being the exact relation ap- 
proximated. Now, the error made in using rela- 
tion (0 instead of relation (n) is twice us great 
ns the error made in relation (?) by calling 
^ the geocentric instead of the reduced lati- 
tude of the point (t, cr). As regards the “sur- 
prising statement,” I should like to point out 
that on page 192^* T defined a distribution of 
revolution as one for which and 

surely my function (38) satisfies this condition 
since it does not contain the longitude X. 
Then I was very particular to say — in the last 
foot-note on page 199 — that for the assumption 
B^A made by Dr. Woodward in his rela- 
tione (31), his potential function (26) is the 
same as my potential function (88). Con- 
cerning the potential function introduced on 
page 342 of my first paper, I stated that it had 
been taken from Poincar6, “Figures dTEqui- 
libre d’une Masse Fluide” (1902), Chapl V. 
Following Poincar^, I used the symbol M where 
Dr. Woodward used the symbol Mk* In other 
words, I suppressed the gravitation constant. 
But it was easy to see from the expressions and 
values of the constants that no error had been 
made in so doing. Wm, H. Boetieb 

Washiktoton Univxbsity, 

St. Louis 

VEGETATIVE REGENERATION OF ALFALFA 

When growing alfalfa plants in the green- 
house, for infection experiments with the 
crown-gall of alfalfa (Urophlyeiia alfdlfm)^ 
the writer found it desirable to clip the shoots 
at intervals in order to secure a multiplication 
of the adventitious buds from the crown. 

Asironomioal Joumalt Nos. 670-72. 
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Some of the portions of the leaves and stems 
clipped from the plants dropped upon the soil 
of the pots and were allowed to remain there. 
Some days later it was found that a number of 
these fragments had put out roots from the out 
surfaces and were developing into healthy 
shoots. As the plant under consideration is of 
great economic importance, a further experi- 
ment was tried in order to see if the regenera- 
tion of shoota from cut fragments of alfalfa 
is easily induced. A handful of fragments 
cut from an entirely different group of alfalfa 
plants was scattered loosely over the surface 
of a pot of well-watered soil. The fragments 
were watered from day to day, care being taken 
to avoid altering their positions. After a 
week it was found that fragments of several 
descriptions had rooted firmly and were devel- 
oping into healthy shoots. The regenerating 
fragments included portions of stems, portions 
of petioles, petioles with blades attached, leaf- 
lets without petioles attached, and even small 
portions of the leaf blade. 

So far as the writer has been able to learn, 
multiplication by this vegetative method has 
not been reported of alfalfa previous to this 
time. Under favorable conditions, such regen- 
eration might assume considerable importance 
in the field. Especially suggestive is the pos- 
sibility of strengthening a stand in an irri- 
gated district by an early cutting followed by 
free watering. The cut portions might be left 
where they fall, or collected and scattered over 
areas where the stand is thin. 

Orville T. Wilson 

IjNiVEaaiTY or Wisconsin 


QVOTATlOliS 

THE ORGANIZATION OF BCIENCE IN GREAT BRITAIN 

At last, on all aides, it is being recog- 
nized that we should organize our scientific re- 
sources. Had the suggestion which T made to 
this effect on January 20 been acted on — that 
is to say, if the Eoyal Society had grouped the 
whole body of its fellows (mainly according to 
subjects) in grand committees and set these to 
work — we should have been many mouths in 
advance of our present position, and not a lit- 
tle might have been done to apply science to 


the numerous problems which are only now 
being hinted at in public. In view of our 
scientific conservatism, it is impossible to 
blame the uninstructed masses and difficult to 
find much fault even with our rulers. 

It is well known that the men who are versed 
in the chemistry and properties of explosive 
materials and who might, during all these 
months, have rendered the greatest service in 
perfecting their production and in improving 
them have not been consulted. One of the two 
men to whom the service ammunition of all 
the armies of to-day is due is still with us and 
an active scientific worker ; in no other country 
would it have been possible that such a man 
should not have been called into consultation. 
Many of us might have been of assistance if 
only as foremen in works — technical foremen 
have been badly needed. 

It is imperative that the strongest body of 
technical opinion that we can bring together 
should be behind the War Office and the autho- 
rity that is charged with the supply of explo- 
sives. It is to be hoped that Mr. Lloyd George 
is now alive to this need and of the deadly 
peril in which we stand if it be neglected. 
The suggestion has been made that Lord Hal- 
dane should be invited to preside over a com- 
mittee of concentrated scientific intellect to 
deal with war problems. But Lord Haldane, 
as a lawyer, would be entirely out of place as 
chairman of such a body; it must be in expert 
hands to be of service. The government is 
not competent to select the members of such 
a commission. I believe the Royal Society to 
be the only competent advisory body under 
the circumstances — it is our scientific House 
of Peers, and if it can not either itself furnish 
sufficient competent men or provide them from 
the junior ranks of science, the sooner it is 
declared defunct the better. 

I would again urge that the society be or- 
ganized forthwith as a whole; not only is this 
the only way of eliminating personal differ- 
ences, but it is the only way of getting at the 
ideas latent in our scientific community. No 
half-dozen or so persons, at the present time, 
have the right to assume that they can do all 
that is required in any branch of science; no 
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small number have the right to push their 
colleagues aside and say we alone will serva 
the country. 

Mr. Wells asks for inventions; but inven- 
tions are only made by those who are aware of 
the requirements ; it is often possible to devise 
a rueans to an end when the end is known; 
but those who might be of use are kept in the 
dark, very many of us are not allowed to know 
and to help. Professor Fleming has stated 
his experience, in the all-important letter which 
you have published; his authority *on matters 
of wireless telegraphy and electrical engineer- 
ing generally is indeed properly described, in 
Lord Curzon^s words, as ^^igh, not only in the 
estimation of this country, but in that of the 
whole world.” I am in the same position as 
he is. Though 1 have fifty yeara^ experience 
as B chemist, particularly in connection with 
the materials now being used in the manufac- 
ture of explosives and of natural and artificial 
organic products, I have never once been con- 
sulted; the only request for my assiatanoe 
that I have received, since the outbreak of the 
war, came from a German gentleman long 
naturalized as a British subject. No doubt, 
I am properly regarded as merely a retired 
professor, but I know highly competent 
younger men among those trained by me who 
are equally unutilized. 

Sir Joseph Larmor pointed out in your issue 
of March 29 that the country has no use for 
chemifits. Yet we read daily in the papers 
that the chemist is now the people’s darling in 
Germany, and that the war is a war of chem- 
ists; we know that it will be in industry when 
fighting is over. But in a country which is 
dominated by the lawyer-politician, in which, 
to use Matthew Arnold’s expression, the 
idea of science” is unknown, it can not well 
be otherwise. We shall continue to muddle 
along until, having reformed Oxford, we 
have changed our schoolmasters and the idea 
of science is abroad; it is perhaps fortunate 
that it is fast being hammered into us by high 
explosive shell. 

As a fellow of all but forty years’ standing, 
let me say in oonolusion that, in my opinion, 
unless the Boyal Society be organized as a 
whole forthwith in the service of the state, as 


well as provided with an efficient active exe- 
cutive in full sympathy with the situation, 
we shall deservedly sink into insignifioanoe, 
because the peers of science will have shown 
themselves to be collectively impotent and 
without due sense of their public responsibili* 
ties. — Henry E. Armstrong, in the London 
Times. 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

Modern Instruments and Methods of OaleuUs- 
iion. A hand-book of the Napier Tercen- 
tenary Exhibition. Edited by E. M. Hobs- 
BURGH, with the cooperation of others. The 
Macmillan Company, New York, 1914. Pp. 
viii + 344. Price $1.90 net. 

It is very seldom that an international con- 
gress or a celebration on the occasion of any 
kind of academic anniversary offers the oppor- 
tunity for the publication of anything more 
elaborate than a volume of memoirs. Such 
volumes are generally well worth the effort, but 
there is rarely anything unique in the plan, 
and the publications often serve as a tomb in 
which various worthy articles are consigned 
to oblivion. The Napier Tercentenary, how- 
ever, offered an opportunity for something 
radically different in the way of memorial 
volumes. To be sure there is the collection of 
essays, soon to appear; but the committee in 
charge of the work hit upon the idea of an 
exhibition of all sorts of tables and calculating 
machines, and fortunately found a man well 
trained in the field of calculation, sympathetic 
with the historical development of the subject, 
and skilful in setting forth the description of 
material, and to this man they entrusted the 
task of preparing a volume that is quite unique 
in the history of such congresses. 

Mr, Horsburgh had in charge the arrange- 
ment of the interesting exhibition in the uni- 
versity, and to some extent this work is a 
catalogue of the material displayed at that 
time. It is much more than this, however, 
since it includes a series of valuable essays 
describing the tables, the calculating machines 
of various types, and those instruments which, 
together with models and other material, enter 
into the equipment of a modem mathematieal 
laboratory. 
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Among the special essays may be mentioned 
the following: “Napier and the Invention of 
Logarithms," by Professor Gibson, of Glas- 
gow, perhaps the best essay which has ap- 
peared upon the great Scotch mathematician; 
“Notes on the Special Development of Cal- 
culating Ability," by Dr. W. G. Smith, an 
excellent summary of the history and psychol- 
ogy of the subject ; “ Calculating Machines,” 
by F. J. W. Whipple, a description of the 
standard engines of calculation written from 
the standpoint of the practical computer and 
elaborating the descriptive catalogue prepared 
for the Fifth International Congress of 
Mathematicians in 1912; “The Calculating 
Machine of the East: the Abacus,” by Dr. 0, 
Q. Knott, the efficient secretary of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh, and one of the prime 
movers in the Napier Celebration — a classical 
essay upon the subject and one which has been 
out of print for nearly thirty years; “The 
Slide Rule,” by Dr. G. D, C. Stokes, a his- 
torical review of the various types of these 
instruments ; “ Integraphs,” by Charles 

Tweedie ; “ Intogrometers,” “ Planimeters ” 

and “Harmonic Analysis,” by Dr. G. A Oars© 
and Mr. ,T. TJrquhart; “Integrating Machines 
in Naval Architecture,” by A. M. Robb; “A 
Differentiating Machine,” by Dr. J. Erskine 
Murray; “Tide-predicting Machines,” by 
Edward Rol>erts; “A Mechanical Aid in Pe- 
riodgram Work,” “ A Mathematical Descrip- 
tion of Conics ” and “ The Instrumental Solu* 
tion of Numerical Equations,” by D. Gibb; 
“Ruled Papers” by E. M. Horsburgh; “ Ool- 
linear-point Nomograms,” by Professor 
D^Ocagne; “Mathematical Models,” by Pro- 
fessor Crum Brown; and “Closed Linkages,” 
by Colonel R. L. Hippisloy. Besides these 
essays, numerous shorter notes appear, all of 
them written by experts in their fields. 

A catalogue of the mathematical portraits 
in the oollection of W. W. Rouse Ball, the well- 
known writer on the history of mathematics, 
will prove of value to aU collectors. 

It is impossible in the space at our disposal 
to speak in detail of any of the essays, sev* 
eiral of them profusely illustrated and all of 
an authoritative natu^fl. Suffice it to say that 


the book should be in every mathematical li- 
brary and workshop as being the most valuable 
treatise of its kind that we have in English, 
and, indeed, about the only one in any lan- 
guage except such as is found in the articles 
in the German encyclopeedia, 

David Eugene Smith 

Teachers College, 

Columbia 'Universtty 

Die Elemente der Entwichlungslehre dee Men* 
Bchen und der WirheUiere, Anleitung und 
Bepetitorium fur Siudierende und Aerzte, 
Von Oscar Hertwig. 6te Auflage. Jena, 
Gustav Fischer, 1916. Pp. x + 464. 416 figs. 
This work, already well known through 
former editions, must be regarded as among 
the opera minora of its distinguished author. 
It is professedly a utilitarian text-book, and 
discussions not adapted to “ comprehensive 
brief presentation, suitable for a text-book,” 
have been omitted. For further information, 
Profewssor ITertwig appropriately refers the 
student to his “Lehrbuch,” ninth edition, hia 
“ Allgemeine Biologic,” fourth edition, and 
the imposing “Handbuch der Entwickelungs- 
geschichte der Wirbeltiere,” which h© edited 
and to which he contributed important 
chapters. 

The fourth edition of the “Elements” was 
published in 1910 and the present volume, al- 
tho\igli reset throughout, contains only minor 
changers — chiefly such as are designed to make 
the book more useful to students of medicine. 
Except that Hochstetter’s series of diagrams 
of the development of the vena cava inferior 
has been replaced by Kollraann's drawings of 
the same subject, all the figures in the last edi- 
tion have been republished. To these are 
added sixteen others, eight of which show 
young human embryos and their adnexa, three 
illustrate cleft palate, two pertain to the vas- 
cular system, and the remaining three repre- 
sent the tunica vaaculoBa lentia, the human 
branchial region and one of Keibers models of 
the urogenital tract, respectively. None of the 
new figures is original, for Professor Hertwig 
is not of those who, on seeing a good drawing* 
make another much like it to be called their 
own. He prefers to present to the students a 
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wide selection of familiar figures, which have 
served, quite as much as the text which accom- 
panied them, to advance the science of era* 
bryology. 

Chapter 1 begins with the following interest- 
ing statement : 

In the seven teen tb and eighteenth centuries, the 
most confused ideas of the nature of the process 
of animal development still prevailed. Influenced 
involuntarily by the religious dogmas of their time, 
the greatest anatomists and physiologists, with few 
exceptions, were of the opinion that the germ was 
merely a much reduced miniature of the later fully 
developed condition. 

Was not the idea of preformation a direct 
result of observation and reflection upon nat- 
ural phenomena, quite apart from “religious 
dogmas ” ? This indeed appears to be true, and 
the comment of a distinguished theologian 
upon Prof essor Hertwig’s statement is as 
follows : 

Let the men of science assume the parentage of 
their own homunculi! I certainly know of no 
dogma that the germ was a miniature of the man 
that was to be, nor even a doctrine which could be 
understood or misunderstood in that sense. 

Thus it appeurs that this introduction needs 
explanation or revision. The entire work 
might profitably bo expanded at many points, 
notably so as to include some account of the 
development of the lymphatic system. But 
the title of the book disarms such criticism; 
the elemenls are admirably presented in a text 
which is simple, direct and substantial 
throughout. 

Prkdkrto T. Lewis 


SPECIAL AETICLES 

EliEOTRlOAL DENSITY AND ABBOitPTION OF /3-KAYS 

There have been a number of attempts to 
relate the absorption coefficients of various 
bodies for the ^-radiation to some physical 
properties of the absorbing substance. In 
1896, Lenard determined the absorption co- 
efficients for cathode rays of a number of 
bodies, and concluded that the absorption 
varied approximately as the density, though 


his values of fi/D differed by more than one 
hundred per cent. Similar results were ob- 
tained for the absorption of /J-rays from 
radium and uranium by Strutt and by Ruther- 
ford, 

The first to determine the absorption coeffi- 
cient of a considerable number of elements 
for the ^-rays was Crowther, in 1906,' 
Crowther found the ratio of the absorption 
coefficient to the density of the elements to in- 
crease with the atomic weight of the absorb- 
ing clement, but apparently not according to 
any regular law. Crowther, however, plotted 
the ratio of the absorption coefficient to the 
density of 31 elements against their respective 
atomic weights, and obtained a number of 
points which he divided into groups having 
no apparent phs^sical or chemical relationships, 
and showed that the elements in each of these 
groups could be joined by curves having some 
resemblance to one another. 

It is the purpose of this paper to show that 
the absorption coefficient of the elements for 
^-rays is dependent rather upon the electrical 
density of the absorbing agent than upon its 
mass density. 

It has been shown in a number of papers 
by the present writer how the electrical charges 
of the dissociated ions in an electrolytic solu- 
tion may be calculated from their masses and 
their migration velocities in an electric field. 
Knowing these charges and the volume occu- 
pied by a gram-atom of an element in its 
solid state, we may calculate the electric den- 
sity of the element by dividing its atomic 
charge by its atomic volume. It is the elec- 
tric density calculated in this way which seems 
to be an important determining factor in the 
absorption of the j3-radiation. 

Unfortunately, only a small number of 
atoms have had their charges calculated in this 
way, but eleven of these are included in the 
list of thirty-one elements whose absorption 
coefficients for the y3-rays of uranium were 
determined by Crowther. 

In the table below column ii contains the 
values of \/p for these eleven elezoents taken 

iPhU. Muff,, 12, p. 379 (1906). 
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JT 
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Klemant 

K(p 
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Na 

4-95 

4.8 

.66 

7.28 

Mg 

5.1 

8.9 

1.26 

7.12 

K 

6.53 

6.7 

.87 

6.55 

Ca 

6.47 

10.0 

1.28 

7.8 

Cu 

6.8 

60,6 

6.68 

9.2 

Zn 

6.95 

49.4 

5.28 

9.45 

8r 

8.6 

21.6 

2.04 

10.6 

Ag 

8.8 

87.2 i 

8.97 1 

9.7 

I 

10.8 

63.6 

6.17 

10.3 

Ba 

8.8 

82.8 

3.27 

10.0 

Pb 

10.8 

123.0 

11.0 

1 11.2 


from Crowtber’s table, aud in column iii are 
given tbe corresponding values of \ calcu- 
lated by multiplying A/p by the densities in 
the solid form of the corresponding elements. 
Column iv contains the electrical density, De, 
calculated by dividing the atomic charges of 
the elements by their respective atomic vol- 
umes in the solid state, and column v contains 
values k/De,. It will be seen that the varia- 
tions from a mean value are less in column v 
than in column ii. This is also shown graph- 
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ioally in Fig. 1, where the msfl» denaities and 
the electrical densities are plotted against the 
absorption coefficient. The points representing 
the relations of the electrical densities to the 
corresponding absorption coOfBcients are indi- 
cated by circles, while the corresponding points 
for mass densities are indicated by crosses. It 


will be seen that the circles lie more nearly 
on a smooth curve than do the crosses. 

Fernardo Sanpord 
Stanford TIniveesitt, Oalot. 

EVIDENCE proving THAT THE BELLY RIVER BEDS 
OP ALBERTA ARE EQUIVALENT WITH THE 
JUDITH RIVEB BEDS OF MONTANA 

On the twenty-fourth of last July a paper of 
mine appeared in Science in which I took the 
ground that the Dog Oreek Beds of Montana 
were equivalent to the Edmonton Beds of Al- 
berta and that the Oow Island Beds of Mon- 
tana should be correlated with the Belly River 
series of Alberta, with the Fort Pierre de- 
posits between. I thus took the early views of 
Professor E. D, Cope that the Judith River 
Beds were on top of the Pierre. Judging from 
memory, I was unable to believe that tbe Fort 
Pierre was on top of the Judith River forma- 
tion. I concluded, therefore, that the sequence 
of rocks in Montana would be the same as 
those in Alberta, where the Belly River series 
is below the Pierre, and the Edmonton is above. 

Last July, however, with Mr. D. B. Dowling, 
a senior geologist of the Geological Survey of 
Canada, and my son, Charles M., who took 
most of the photographs, I spent ten days in 
the Judith River country, going over the same 
region I walked over in 1876 as Professor 
Cope’s assistant, I was soon forced by incon- 
testable evidence to change my opinions, and 
accept without reservations the conclusions of 
Hatclier and Stanton in their fine work on the 
Geology and Paleontology of the Judith 
River Beds.” We actually added to the weight 
of the evidence they had gathered by the dis- 
covery, as I believe for the first time, of some 
sixty feet of Bear Paw shales on top of the 
Judith River Beds, on the head of Taffy 
Creek, an easterly fork of Dog Creek, Also 
heavy masses on top on the south side of the 
rivet near Cow Island, Mr. R. G. McCoimell, 
deputy minister and director of the Geological 
Survey of Canada, has kindly allowed me to 
present this paper in a private capacity, Mr, 
Dowling being the mouthpiece of the Qeolog- 
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ical Survey of Oanada on thiB exploration. It 
was seen how easily the early explorers could 
have misunderstood the arrangement of the 
strata, as they have been tilted in all direc* 
tions and at all angles. In one place great 
masses of the rocks, often acres in extent, have 
been lifted higher than newer rocks, or 
dropped below them. Then the strati gfraphical 
characters of the Claggett shales resemble 
those of the Pierre so closely it is difficult at 
first view to tell them apart. 

Last July we followed up the valley of Dog 
Greek, on the road to a sheep ranch on the 
prairie. A couple of miles above where the 
creek enters the canyon we came to a strip of 
Claggett shales lifted up besides the Eagle 
Sandstone and Judith River Beds, the shale 
disintegrating into rather steep slopes over 
which our road lay. We climbed the steep as- 
cent to the ridge, some 600 feet above the Mis- 
souri River and followed the divide between 
the Badlands of the Missouri and of Dog 
Creek. We camped on Taffy Creek, an eastern 
branch of Dog Creek. Wo made a very 
thorough study of this region, making large 
collections of invertebrates from all the hori- 
zons, and secured Myledaphi^s and sharks^ teeth 
from the Eagle Sandstones, which, with the 
Claggett shales, I am informed, forms the base 
of the Belly River series of Canada. 

On the south side of Taffy Creek below a 
large timbered Hog Back, I found a locality 
in the gray sandstone of the Judith River 
Beds that may possibly be the type locality 
from which we got collections on that memo- 
rable expedition in 1876, when we found the 
first homed dinosaurs of the United States, 
a blow out ” as it is called in the west, where 
(|uite an area in a bed of sandstone bad been 
denuded, I found quantities of the teeth of 
horned, plated, duck-billed and carnivorous 
dinosaurs end of Mpledaphus hipariiius Cope, 
scales of ganoid fishes, vertebne of Ohatnpso- 
saurus and many fragments of turtle shells 
(Trtonx, etc.), and what delighted me more, 
a complete footed ischium with most of the 
illium and pubis of one individual of a hooded 
traohodont, eviden^y Lambe’s SUphanosaurus 
marginatw, from the Belly River series of 


Bed Deer River, Alberta. It was difficult for 
me not to believe I was in a Red Deer bone- 
bed, as the same material was strewn around 
here in Montana. In the Edmonton, however, 
the bones have the appearance of having once 
been flotsam along a sea shore at the limit of 
high tide, I only found a eouple of fragments 
of turtle shells there, while they are very 
abundant in this hone-bod on Taffy Creek., 
Everywhere in this region are two veins of 
coal, on top of the Judith River Beds and im- 
mediately below the Bear Paw shales. Above 
each vein is an oyster bed, often three or four 
feet thick. In the Bear Paw shales south of 
camp, with the aid of a sheephorder, Mr. Dow- 
ling found a fine new Mosasaur, evidently a 
Clidastes, as the chevrons are anchylosed to 
the centra of the vertebxse and the end of the 
tail is expanded into a fin. We secured the 
mandibles with teeth, a lot of dorsal vertebrro, 
and nearly 16 feet of the tail. We also col- 
lected some fine Ammonites and Baculites as 
well as a couple of specimens of a Plesiosaur, 
resembling Cimolio$auru3* These fossils can 
not be distinguished from similar ones we 
procured from the Fort Pierre above the Belly 
River series in Dead Lodge Canyon on the 
Red Deer River, Alberta. But for the uplift- 
ing of the rocks the stratigraphical record 
would be quite simple. A little observation, 
however, enabled one to detect the different 
horizons readily. On the ground it would be 
impossible for one to doubt the sequence of 
the rocks as given by Hatcher and Stanton in 
the order beginning at the bottom, Eagle 
Sandstone, Claggett shales, Judith River Beds 
and Bear Paw shales on top of all. 

We followed the same trail first traveled by 
Professor Cope down the prairie level to near 
Cow Island, getting water at “Lone Tree” 
spring as in 1876, and camped, near our old 
camp, on the Missouri River. We found the 
Bear Paw shales on top of the Judith River 
Beds, on the south aide of the river three 
miles below Cow Island. The only difference 
between the formation here and Dog Creek is 
the absence of the Eagle Sandstones and Qlag- 
gett shales. The sculpture and lithological 
characters of the bad lands approached more 
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nearly those of the Bead Lodge Oanyon on the 
Ked Deer River. Two things have especially 
impressed me: First, the close resemblance 
between the Judith River Beds and the Belly 
River series in the Bead Lodge Oanyon where 
the Fort Pierre on top and Belly River series 
below are nearly 500 feet thick. Towards its 
lower end a sandstone like the Eagle is ex- 
posed. The second is the finding of a footed 
ischium of a trachodont in the same bed from 
which the type of Trachodon mirahilis, of 
Leldy, was discovered, the same teeth to which 
he gave the name lying around the ischium. 
That evidently belongs to Lambe^s Stephano- 
saurus marginatus : a crested trachodont. My 
party has already discovered three trachodon ts 
in the Belly River series, two with footed 
ischia and one Lambe’s Oryposaurus noiabilis, 
has an uncrested head. We have only found 
among our forty tons of fossil dinosaurs col- 
lected there a single species of Trachodon, 
The one wo mounted from the Edmonton is 
certainly one. Is it possible, then, that 
Leidy^s Trachodon mirahilis was a crested 
duck-bill? This is a question impossible of 
solution, as the type tooth might have come 
from one of three or four of the Trachodonts of 
the Belly River series. Then the us© by Marsh 
of two horn cores to found the genus Ceratops 
on and the family Ceratopsia rests on a shaky 
foundation along with Cope's Monoclonius. 
These horns of Marsh might have come from 
any of the horned dinosaurs of that time ex- 
cept Centrosaurus, and in spite of the splendid 
and complete skulls of horned dinosaurs we 
have secured from the Belly River series we 
know nothing of Monoclonius except what 
little, if anything, can be learned from the 
types. 

Then the richness of the fauna in genera 
and species both of duck-billed, plated, horned 
and oarnivoroTis dinosaurs, was at high tide 
during Belly River time. The formation, 
therefore, must have covered a wide area, and 
it is not surprising to know that Brown got a 
Qryposaurus skull in New Mexico, A thor- 
ough exploration of the beds in Montana will 
doubtless yield rich returns. It is also inter- 
esting to note that 1 got a plated dinosaur 


some years ago in the Niobrara Chalk of Kan- 
sas, described by Weiland, doubtless a near 
relative of Lambe's Europlocephalus from the 
Red Beer River. Evidently then the Cre- 
taceous dinosaurs continued to live and thrive 
through Cretaceous time in the west, but few 
bones found lodgment in the ocean sediment 
of thousands of feet of Bakota, Fort Benton, 
Niobrara, Fort Pierre and Fox Hills groups. 
It appears evident, too, that the life of the 
Pierre ocean was continuous with the Belly 
River, whose shores were only raised a few 
feet above tide whter. Many Plesiosaurs found 
entrance to the freshwater lakes and mingled 
their bones with the reptilian fauna. Hatcher 
himself once told me he believed all the beds 
of the Judith River region were Pierre from 
top to bottom, though I suppose land, fresh 
water and marine beds will always be known 
by different names. 

OHAitLES H. Sternberg 

THE TRAVERTINE RECORD OF BLAKE BKA 

An outlying mass of fragmental granite 
projects from a spur of the Santa Rosa Moun- 
tains into the Cahuilla basin in southeastern 
California, the crest of the rocks rising above 
the ancient shore line of Blake Sea, which 
filled the basin to a level, something above that 
of present high tide in the Gulf of California.^ 

This cape is designated as “ Travertine 
Point” in our publications, as the surface of 
the granite boulders is covered to a varying 
depth with dendritic and lithoid tufa.* Some 
marks and figures presumably carved by 
Indians in the travertine have long been 
Icnown and were seen by us on our first visit to 
the place in 1906. In the continuation of our 
work on the Salton Sea it was realized that 
these figures might possibly yield some evi- 
dence as to the duration, and variations in 
level of the ancient Blake Sea, and of the 
smaller modem Salton Lake. 

A visit to the formation was accordingly 

iSee Plate 1, ''The Salton Sea,*' MacDougal, 
et oL, Fubl. Gtmegid Institution of Washington, 
No, 193, 1914. 

a See Jones, J, 0., ‘*The Geologic History of 
Lake Lahontan," Sciknoi, XL., p. 827, 1914. 
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Tnadf in March, i915, and a careful inspection 
showed that the number of carvings on the 
rook was very large, and that some have been 
coated over to such depth that they may be 
made out only in the most favorable illumina- 
tion or shading. Others show as deep furrows 
with weathered surfaces, visible at a hundred 
yards or more, while none of recent origin 
have yet been found. 

A slice of tho travertine extending across 
four lines of a complex pictograph and down 
to the granite base was cut out, and the sur- 
faces of tho sample are now being polished 
and prepared for critical examination. Some 
time may be required to determine the degree 
of uniformity, or of differentiation into layers 
which might indicate more than one period of 
deposition, and a series of such samples may 
be necessary for the reconstruction of the his- 
tory of Blake Sea and of Salton Lake. 

The carvings were apparently not made in 
the granite, but in the travertine, and ex- 
tended study may be necessary to determine 
the depth at which the figures were made, and 
what deposition and weathering has eince 
taken place. The facts favor the presumption 
that Blake Sea was a fluctuating body of water 
and not a continuously receding one. The 
final proof of the matter will rest chiefly upon 
biological evidence concerning the activities of 
organisms in connection with the deposition of 
tufas, to which the botanist may be expected 
to contribute, 

D, T. MaoDougal, 
Godfrey Sykes 

Desert Laboeatorv 

SOCIETIES Am ACADEMIES 

THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY OP WASHINGTON 

At tho 486th meeting of the society, held April 
6, Dr, Gudmund Hatt, of the Dniverslty of Copen- 
hagen, read a paper entitled ‘*At Home with 
Lapps and Beindeor,*^ illustrated with lantern 
slides. About 6,000 of the 30,000 Lapps are no- 
mads and retain much of their old culture, because 
old habits and thoughts are necessarily connected 
with their nomadic life. The Lappish world is full 
of supernatural powers that seem to be recruited 
from the ghosts of the dead. An underground peo- 
ple, generally invisible, called salvo," are be- 


lieved to be reindeer breeders. The shaman some- 
times goes to the saivo world to secure the recov- 
ery of a sick person and until recently offerings 
were made to it to prolong life. Vagrant spirits, 
"znuones,*' bring sickness. There are also local 
spirits, not spirits of the dead, who inhabit and 
own certain localities. Every part of the lodge is 
connected with supernatural powers. The place be- 
hind the fire is sacred. Lapps are considered great 
magicians, the main purposes of their art being to 
bring sickness and death and to cure sickness. The 
evil infi.uenc€H9 that bring sicknoss are driven away 
by terrifying the hostile power. Again, the sick 
part may be touched by the object from which the 
evil came, in order to cure it. The idea of rein- 
deer luck is characteristic. Until lately, sacrifices 
were in vogue to insure it. No bone must be 
broken in the sacrifices of reindeer. The bones 
were formerly sometimos placed in a spring. 
Formerly the same deity presided over the birth 
of children and of reindeer calves. To take the 
life of a human being will buy reindeer luck. 

At the 487th regular and 36th annual meeting 
of the society, held April 20, Dr. Henry B. Evans, 
of tho Bureau of Education, read a paper on ' ‘ The 
Old and New Magic." In addition to explana- 
tions given in his book under this title, the doctor 
explained that thought transference and even hyp- 
notism might be the real explanation of the phe- 
nomena exhibited by so-called mediums and clair- 
voyants. Dr. Gudmund Hatt said that Lapps 
caused and cured sickness through hypnotism and 
practised second sight. Mr, Mooney gave in- 
stances! of hypnotism as practised by medicine men 
among American Indians. Mr. J. N. B. Hewitti 
Mr. Francis La Flescbe, and Pr. E, L. Morgan re- 
lated their observations upon sleight-of-hand and 
other tricks practised among the Iroquois, the Paw- 
nees, and other tribes. For example, "arrows" 
made of pliable vines were swallowed; also other 
objects by means of a tube inserted in the throat, 
Iroquois jugglers forfeited their life unless each 
produced a new trick at the annual meeting of the 
jugglers and correctly told the dreams of others. 

The following officers were elected for the en- 
suing year; Dr. John B. Swaaton, President; Dr. 
I. M. Oasanowicz, Vice-president; Dr. Daniel 
Folkxnar, Secretary; Mr. J. N, B. Hewitt, Treas- 
urer; and Messrs. William A. Babcock, Francis La 
Flesche^ George O. Maynard and FelU Neumann, 
and Dr. Edwin L. Morgan were elected Councilors. 

Dahikl Folkuab, 
Secretary 



SCIENCE 


Friday, Judy 30, 1916 


CONTENTS 

EsjperifneHial and Chemical Studies of the 
Blood with an Appeal f&r 'More Extended 
Chemical Training for the Biological and 
Medical Investigator: Professor Jobk J, 


Abel 136 

The Becent Activity of KiUmea and Mauna 
Loot Hawaii : Sidney Powers 147 

Interstate Cereal Conference: Charles F, 
C'aAMBLISS 154 

Invention CommitteeB in England and in the 
United States 164 

Scientific Notes and News 166 

University and Educational News 168 

Dwcwflston and Correspondence : — 


The Fundamental Equation of Mechanics: 
Professor Edward V, Huntington. The 
Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences: Professor Jos, W. Bichards ... 158 

Scientific Books : — 

Conklin on Heredity and Environment in 
the development of Man: Professor W. 

E , Castle 162 

Special Articles : — 

Magnetisation by Botation: Pbofbbbor 8. 

J. Barnett. The PonddUy Aphid as a 
Plum pest: Edith K. Patch 168 


U86. l&t«iid«A for RubUotttoit «ttd book*, etc.. Ifitended tot 
rerlew should beeoni to Frofeteor J. MoKeett Oarrlton* 

on-Hbdton. K. Y, 


EXPBBIMENTAL AND CHEMICAL STUDIES 

OF THE BLOOD WITH AN APPEAL FOB 

MOBE extended CHEMICAL TBA7N- 
INC FOB THE BIOLOGICAL AND 
MEDICAL INVESTIQATOB^ 

Before beginning in7 address let me say 
that I feel it to be a very great honor to 
have been asked to deliver the first Mellon 
Lecture under the auspices of the Society 
for Bioiogical Research of this university. 
The establishment of a lectureship of this 
character is a great encouragement to men 
of science. It affords additional opportu- 
nity to bring to the attention of a wider 
public the recent results ot scientific inves- 
tigation as well as to emphasize again a 
truth which can not be too often repeated, 
that science constitutes a sure and lasting 
part of the intellectual treasure which man- 
kind possesses.® 

I have ventured to take as the subject of 
my address some recent experimental and 
chemical studies of the blood. In order to 
give my subject a proper setting I must, 
first, refer briefly to the history of blood- 
letting, and to make clear its relation to 
pressing medical problems, I shall in the 
hour discuss the interaction of the blood 
and the organs of internal secretion. 

The overwhelming significance of the 
blood to all people in all times is shown in 
folk sayings, in tradition and in literature. 
The expressions, ‘‘the life of flesh is in the 
blood,*' “tainted blood/* “blood will tell,” 
“blood oath/’ “blood brother/’ all suggest 
bow nearly blood has been held to be synon- 

1 Tlie first Melloa lecture, delivered In the As- 
8eiiibl7 Hftll of the Mellon Institute, Pittsburgh, on 
February 27, 1915. 

a Ostwald, 
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ymovs with life. It was an ancient Celtic 
custom to emphasize the inviolability of a 
treaty by having it written with the blood 
of both clans mixed in one vessel. 

In the earlier systems of medicine, as 
those of Asiatic countries, of Egypt and of 
Greece, alterations in the composition of 
the blood were held to be of great signif- 
icance. In Hippocratic medicine the right 
admixture of the four humors, the blood, 
phlegm, yellow bile and black bile, consti- 
tuted health, while wrong proportions or 
distribution caused disease. This humoral 
theory of disease, variously modified down 
to our own time, has always fitted in well 
with the practise of blood-letting, or ma- 
king running issues, and with other deple- 
tory measures. 

Blood-letting seems, however, to ante- 
date all systems pf medicine and to have 
been one of the earliest therapeutic proce- 
dures applied by primitive races. Leeches 
have been used for this purpose since the 
earliest times in Asiatic countries, espe- 
cially in India, and let no one suppose that 
their use has been discontinued in our day. 
Dr. Shipley, the master of Christ’s College, 
Cambridge, writing in the British Medical 
Journal,^ tells us that the Allies and Ger- 
mans are now fighting on some of the best 
leech areas of Europe, and goes on to state 
that the traffic in leeches probably reached 
its height in the first half of the nineteenth 
century, that, for instance, in the year 1832, 
67,500,000 of these annelids were imported 
into Prance, 60,000 to 80,000 leeches a day 
frequently leaving Strtissburg for Paris, 
having been shipped overland from Hun- 
gary via Vienna. So great was the demand 

» No, 2813, November 28, 1914, p. 917, and No. 
2814, December 5, 19H, p. 962. Those papers con- 
tain much valuable information concerning the 
medicinal leech, as also the curious history of 
exotic leeches which in certain eastern countries 
constitute a serious menace to the life of men and 
animals. 
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that the artificial cultivation of leechea 
was taken up in various countries and be- 
came a profitable industry. And now a 
new use for leeches has arisen. Certain 
glands surrounding the oral end of the di- 
gestive canal of this annelid secrete a re- 
markable substance which keeps blood from 
coagulating and which has been named 
hirudin. This substance is much used in 
our laboratories to keep the blood of man 
and animals in the fiuid state. Leeches 
have thus become an article of commerce 
quite aside from their employment as deplet- 
ing agents, and the demand is constantly 
growing. We are at present greatly ham- 
pered by our inability to obtain them from 
Europe, as their importation has practically 
ceased since the outbreak of the war. 

It is not my purpose to attempt to give 
a history of blood-letting, even in abstract; 
the history of the subject is practically co- 
extensive with the history of medicine it- 
self. I must therefore content myself with 
a few selections from historical writing 
which will demonstrate to you that the in- 
fluence of this method of treating disease 
has been paramount since long before the 
time of Hippocrates, whose writings furnish 
one of the earliest prescriptions for blood- ^ 
letting, beginning with the direction to 

Bloed in the acute affections, if the disease ap- 
pears strong, and the patients be in the vigor of 
life, and If they have strength. 

In the latter part of the twelfth century, 
when universities as we now know them 
were coming into existence, there originated 
in the School of Salemum the “Regimen 
Sanitatis Salemi” or “Code of Health,*’ a 
poem written in Latin hexameter verses 
and giving the medical notions of the day, 
as derived from the Arabic writers in re- 
gard to blood-letting, diet and personal 
hygiene. The high value placed on the 
“Regimen" may be seen from the fact that 
it passed through some 240 different edi- 
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tions and waa translated into all the known 
languages.* In general praise of blood- 
letting the poem" says 

Bleedinj^ the body purges in disguise, 

For it excites the nerves, improves the eyes 
And mind, and gives the bowels exercise, 

Brings sleep, clear thoughts, and sadness drives 
away, 

And hearing, strength and voice augments each 
day. 

Other verses give directions as to ’what 
months are proper and what improper for 
bleeding, tells what diseases are benefited 
by blood-letting and in what quantities 
bipod should be drawn, and the effect of 
age and other circumstances. 

Acute disease, or only so in part, 

Demands bloodletting freely from the start. 

In middle age, bleed largely without fear, 

But treat old age like tender childhood here. 

In the latter part of the middle ages 
blood-letting was carried to great excess. 
During this period astrology strongly influ- 
enced medical thought, and physicians 
made diagnoses and bled their patients ac- 
cording to the position of the planets, con- 
stellations and single stars (horoscopio 
medicine). For their greater convenience 
semi-popular calendars were even prepared 
with illustrations such as the so-called 
venesection manikins of Johann Nider von 
Gemiind (1470) and of StoefiBer (1518) 
with directions as to the vein to be opened 
for the cure of each malady. 

In the sixteenth and seventeenth cen- 
turies we come upon heated controversies 
between the upholders of the Hippocratic 
and of the Arabian theories of blood-letting. 
By the former method it was thought that 
the vein to be opened should be as near as 
possible to the diseased part — in order that 
the **foul and stagnant*’ blood might be 
directly removed from the inflamed area 

^Ganisoa, '*The History of Blood-letting/’ 
y. r. Med. Jow., March 1 and 8, 1913. 

B Professor John Ordronaux's trani^iion. 


(“derivation”). On the other hand, the 
doctrine elaborated by the Arabians taught 
that blood should be taken from a vein re- 
mote from the inflamed part, for instance, 
in inflammation of the lungs and pleura, 
from the arm or even the foot of the oppo- 
site side, with the idea that this process 
(“revulsion”) prevented good blood from 
accumulating in the diseased part. 

This latter doctrine was in the ascendancy 
in European countries in the sixteenth cen- 
tury, but the learned Pierre Briasot (1478- 
1522), basing his opinion on his own large 
clinical experience in Paris in 1514, when an 
acute affection of the lungs was prevalent, 
revived the Hippocratic method of bleeding 
and thus started the famous Brissot-vene- 
section controversy in which most of the 
great men of the century, including Veso- 
lius, took part. The importance attached to 
the controversy at the time is shown in the 
fact that the opponents of Brissot induced 
the French Parliament to forbid the prac- 
tise of his method, and their attacks were 
so bitter as virtually to drive him from 
Paris and his professorship, Ilaeser* in- 
forms us that the quarrel assumed such 
violence that when the University of Sala- 
manca took sides with Brissot, the Emperor 
Charles V., who was called on to render a 
“decision” in the matter was assured that 
the new false doctrine was no less danger- 
ous than the heresy of Luther. 

While Brissot was anything but a 
“therapeutic nihilist” as to breeding, and 
held firmly to the doctrine that the “foul 
blood” of the inflamed area should be re- 
moved, some of his followers rejected bleed- 
ing altogether in acute disease of the lungs 
and pleura (the pleuritis of that day). 
Their moderation was looked upon as little 
less than heretical, and toward the end of 
the sixteenth century we find Leonardo 
Botallo, a Piedmontese, an eminent prao- 

e der Median, II., p. 64. 
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titioner of hia time, chief physician to 
Charles IX., advising venesection to the 
limits regardless of the nature of disease, 
the age or condition of the patient. Blood- 
lettings of three to four pounds each re- 
peated as often as four or five times were 
advised, says Haeser, and this historian 
adds that the explanation of this *‘Vain- 
pyrismus” is probably to be found in the 
circumstance that Botallo lived in northern 
Italy, where diseases of an inflammatory 
character were prevalent and more espe- 
cially that in his experience as an army sur- 
geon he encountered only patients of the 
most robust type. Botallo, in defending 
his practise said, 

tbe more foul water is drawn from a well, the more 
good water can flow in to replace it.r 

An ardent follower of Botallo was Riolan 
the younger, who falls back ux>on Hippoc- 
rates and Galen and lays down the rule 
that one must take away as much blood as 
possible in every disease. As an adult is 
judged to have about thirty ( I) pounds of 
blood,** the tapping of half this amount, or 
fifteen pounds, in the course of fourteen 
days would be about the right amount to 
take, says Riolan. Guy Patin (1602-1672), 
himself an ardent bleeder and purger, in- 
forms us that Bovard, body physician of 
Louis XIII., bled that monarch forty-seven 
times, gave him 312 clysters and prescribed 
emetics and purges, 215 times, all in one 
year. 

A little later, that able and credulous 
Belgian mystic and follower of Paracelsus, 
J. B. Van Helmont (1578-1644), an icon- 
oclast in general, called by his admirer 
Haeser ‘‘the fist of the seventeenth cen- 
tury” went so far as to condemn venesec- 
tion entirely. To him is attributed the 

7 Bauer, Geschichie der AderUasef Gekroiite 
Preifleehrift, Municfb, 1870, p. 130. 

» Bauer, }oc. cit. 


often-quoted phrase “a Bloody Moloch pre*- 
sides in the chair of medicine.” 

Also as holding that in place of excessive 
blood-letting should be substituted thera- 
peutic procedures (“alterantia”) and 
change of diet, stands the genial and 
talented Franciscus de le Boe (Sylvius) 
(1614-1672), one of the leading medical 
authorities of the seventeenth century and 
one of the earliest defenders of Harvey ^s 
doctrine of the circulation, who taught at 
Leyden that abnormal fermentations in the 
fluids of the body cause disease, a variant 
of the ancient humoral doctrine. In Chap- 
ter XX. of his “New Idea” (translated by 
Richard Gower, London, 1675), entitled 
“On the Motion of Blood through the 
Lungs Affected,” he shows his good sense 
and his caution when he says 

A Tlethora of Blood is soon and safely car'd, 
by a sufficient Emptying of it by opening a Vein; 
whether it be together and at once, or by repeted 
turns, according to the peculiar nature and strength 
of the jSM. For there are many who can not bear 
to have much taken away together, but soon fall 
into a Swouningj by which feeling none can at 
any time receive any good, I had rather that it 
should be prevented, as often as may be, and 
every Cure be done securely rather than rashly, 
seeing it often happens to those rash Blood-Let- 
ters, that they educe Life together with Blood. 

An instance of lavish blood-letting in a 
medical crisis may be found in the experi- 
ence of that adventurous spirit, Thomas 
Dover, to whom we owe the much used 
“Dover’s powder.” In 1708, Dover, then 
forty-eight years old, set out on a privateer- 
ing expedition and was given command of 
a ship, the while his superior, Cap- 

tain Woodes-Rogers took command of the 
other ship of the squadron, the Duchess. 
The three years’ voyage of these buccaneers 
is of interest historicaUy because, 

touching at the island of Juan PemandesE, they 
took on board Alaxander Selkirk, who had lived 
alone on the island for four years and four tnonths, 
and whose story was to develop in the skilfol hands 
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of Defoe into that of the immortal ^'Bobinson 
Crusoe. * ’ • 

In Dover's ^'Ancient Physicians Legacy 
to his country" we find the following inter- 
esting passages: 

When 1 took by Storm the two Oltiei of Guaia- 
quil, under the Line, in the South Beae, it happen’d, 
that not long before, the Plague had raged amongst 
them. For our better Security, therefore, and keep- 
ing our People together, we lay in their churehee, 
and likowiRe brought thither the Plunder of the 
Oitie®. 

, . . In a very few days after we got on board, 
one of the Surgeons came to me, to acquaint me, 
that several of my men wore taken after a violent 
Manner, with that Langonr of Spirits, that they 
were not able to move. I immediately went among 
them, and, to my great Surprise, soon discerned 
what was the Mutter. In less than Forty-eight 
Hours we had in our several Ships, one Hundred 
and eighty Men in this miserable condition. 

I order’d the Surgeons to bleed them in both 
Arms, and to go round to them all, with Command 
to leave them bleediug till nil were blooded, and 
then come and tie them up in their Turns, Thus 
they lay bleeding and fainting, so long, that I 
could not conceive they lost less than an hundred 
Ounces each Man. 

If wo had lost bo great a Number of our People, 
the poor Bemains must infallibly have per- 
ished. . * . 

We had on board Oil and Spirit of Vitriol su0l- 
cient, which I caused to be mixed with Water to 
the Acidity of a Lemon, and made them drink very 
freely of it; so that notwithstanding we had one 
hundred and eighty odd down in this most fatal 
Distemper, yet we lost no more than seven or 
eight; and even these owed their Deaths to the 
strong Liquors which their Mess-Mates procured 
for them . . . Now if we had had Becourso to 
Alearipharmicks, such as Venice Treacle, Diascor- 
dium, Mithrldate, and such-like good-for-nothing 
Oompositions, or the most celebrated Qaecoin’s 
Powder, or Bezoar, I make no Question at all, con- 
sidering the heat of the Climate, but we had lost 
every Men. 

Of non-medical literature the Satire of 
Gil Bias, written early in the eighteenth 
century, but in reality giving a picture of 

• ‘^Chronicles of Pharmacy,” Wootton, IL, p. 
180. 


seven t eon th-eentury excesses in blood- 
letting, is worth citing. 

Dr. Sangrado is called in to prescribe 
for a gouty old canon, and he at once sends 
for a surgeon and orders him to ‘ ‘ take six 
good porringers of blood in order to supply 
the need of perspiration," The surgeon 
was ordered to return in three hours and 
take as much more and to repeat the evacu- 
ation the next day. The patient was re- 
duced to death's door in less than two 
days," and, the notary being summoned to 
make the will, seized his hat and cloak in a 
hurry when he learned from the messenger, 
Gil Bias that Dr. Sangrado was the physi- 
cian. ‘‘Zooks, " cried he, "let us make 
haste, for the doctor is so expeditious that he 
seldom gives the patient time to send for 
notaries; that man has choused me out of 
a great many jobs." 

But the misuse of bleeding continued in 
the centuries following, and at no time was 
the practise more abused than in the latter 
part of the eighteenth or even in the first 
five decades of the past century. French 
and Italian authorities, especially, w'-ere 
great believers in blood-letting. Broussiaa 
(1772-1832) is said to have used 100,000 
leeches in his hospital wards in one year. 
This physician and his follower, Boullland, 
actuated by false theories of the cause of 
fevers, recommended the bleeding of a pa- 
tient 10 to 12 and even 20 times in the 
course of treatment. 

But more and more the opponents of gen- 
eral and excessive bleeding made headway 
in their respective countries. Many are 
the names that might here be named, as 
Pinel, Andral, Louis in France, Dietl the 
pupil of Skoda and Wollstein the professor 
of veterinaiy medicine in Vienna, Mezlar, 
Bademaeher, von Pfeufer and others in 
Germany, Marshall Hall^® and later Sir 

While Marshall Hall favored Venesection, he 
was one of the earlier and important members of 
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William Jenner, Sir William Gull, Rennet 
and others in England, Strarabio, Angelo, 
Meli in Italy, and Jackson in our own 
oountiy, and many others in all of these 
ooiin tries. 

But what finally led to the entire aboli- 
tion of bleeding after the middle of the past 
century was not so much the opposition of 
clinicians who failed by its use to abort 
pneumonia ('‘the queen of inflammations,” 
as Diotl calls it) or some other acute dis- 
ease, but the rise of new theories of disease, 
based on discoveries of fundamental impor- 
tance. The rise of the cell-theory and of 
cellular pathology, the discovery of bac- 
teria and their connection wuth the inflam- 
matoi^ process of the infectious diseases, 
the appearance of hydrotherapy, the ex- 
pectant medicine of the school of Skoda and 
Oppolzer, new and quicker methods of ob- 
taining the effects of drugs, as by means of 
the hypodermic syringe, the discovery of 
new hypnotics, of the analgesics and anes- 
thetics, altered the views of medical theo- 
rists and practitioners alike and inevitably 
led to the downfall of the theories on which 
venesection had been based. 

During a period of study of six and a 
half years, from 1884 to 1891, as a student 
of chemistry and medicine in several of the 
larger medical centers of Germany, Austria 
and Switzerland, I never once saw a patient 
bled in clinic or hospital. The procedure 
may have been employed now and then, but 
«o little stress was laid upon it that it was 
not thought worth while to demonstrate it 
to the young men who walked the wardsJ^ 

the profession to throw doubt upon indiscriminato 
bloodletting. ’ ' D'Arej Power, “Dr. Marshall 
Hall and the Decay of Bloodletting/' The PraeH- 
$toner, 1909, VoL 32, p. 320. 

Bee also F. de Havilland Hall, The Westmin- 
ster Hospital Reports, Vol. p. 1, 1911, who 

make the following statement in a clinical lecture 
on bloodletting; “To such an extent had bleeding 
been discarded that during my student days at St. 


Bleeding did not disappear, however, 
from the world. The common man, espe- 
cially in Germany and France, still held 
firmly that benefits did follow the use of the 
wet cup, the lancet and the leech. Tena- 
ciously the old practises were upheld. If 
physicians refused to bleed, there was al- 
w^ays the barber surgeon, fully competent, 
as in teeth pulling, to give relief. I re- 
member that in my boyhood in Ohio the 
practise of blood-letting in the spring of 
the year was in vogue among the farm 
laborers from southern Germany. After 
their return from a visit to their barber 
surgeon in the town the scarified backs were 
exhibited as a special favor, and irrefutable 
arguments advanced in respect to the bene- 
fits of bleeding either to ward off disease 
or to improve nutrition. Was it not true 
and known to all stock-breeders that the 
domestic animals could be fattened by 
judicious bleeding at certain fixed intervals T 
And it appears now that the common 
man was right, after all. An empirical 
method of treatment which has been prac- 
tised by nearly all races since before the 
day of Hippocrates almost certainly con- 
tains a basis of truth. This is now admitted, 
and physicians are again saving lives by 
the judicious and timely use of blood- 
letting. Says the experienced Sir T. 
Lauder Bruntou ; 

Blood-letting not only relieves symptoms, but may 
save the patient 's life, as in engorged conditions of 
the right heart, whether due to mitral incompetence 
or pulmonary affeotiona.is 

Bartholomew's Hospital, I never heard of a patient 
iMing bled, so that 1 was quite taken back, when 
shoxi9y after I was appointed House Surgeon at a 
country hospital, the Senior Surgeon came to me to 
be bled. Indeed, In 1892 when I requested a mem- 
ber of the Surgical Staff at St. Bartholomew's to 
bleed a patient for me, he told me that this was 
the first time he had ever been called upon to per- 
form phlebotomy." 

12 On the use of leeches in relieving overdlsten- 
sion of the right heart, in oases of pneumonia, see 
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In puerperal eclampsia, to mention but 
one more instance, we also have a condition 
which is generally strikingly benefited by 
blood-letting.^® 

Venesection, then, will probably never 
again be entirely excluded from medicine, 
as it was during the last quarter of the past 
century, nor need we fear that the practise 
will be again misused. 

PLASMAPHEBESIS 

But venesection, like all therapeutic pro- 
cedures, has certain drawbacks which pre- 
scribe limits to its use, and these drawbacks 
are inherent in the very composition of the 
blood and in the nature of the circulatory 
apparatus. As is known to all the oxygen- 
carrying power of the blood resides in the 
red corpuscles, or erythrocytes, which con- 
stitute about 36 per cent, of the volume of 
the blood. These erythrocytes, like other 
cellular constituents, can be built up only 
slowly in the body by the hemapoietic, or 
blood-building, organs. It is apparent, 
therefore, that the bad effects of overbleed- 
ing, as formerly practised, must be due 
mainly to the loss of these cellular elements, 
Clommon experience has shown that the loss 
of too much blood is either immediately 
fatal, or else is followed by a prolonged ill- 
ness, recovery from which is often doubtful. 

Reflecting on these drawbacks I con- 
ceived the idea that the main objection of 
blood-letting could be obviated by the 
speedy return into the body of the red and 
the white corpuscles instead of throwing 
them away as hitherto has been our custom^ 

D. B. Iiees, Laneetf February 25, 1911, Aliv for 
eases in which blood-letting (either by venesection 
or by means of leeches) may be advantageously em- 
ployed, see F. de HaviUand Hall, Westminster 
Hospital Beports, Vol. 17, p, 1, 1911. 

IS See Zweifel, l^handlung der Bklamp- 

iie/’ CentriabL f. G^kologie, 1895, Ho. i6. 
Alexander Strubell, "Bar Aderlaae, Bine Mono- 
graphlsche Studle,'' Berlin, 1906. 


The only thing that would be removed from 
the blood of a person bled in this way 
would be its fluid part — ^the plasma. If 
this method were found to be practicable 
the value of bleeding would be enhanced 
and its field of application extended. Such 
a method, if successful, would appear to be 
advantageous for the patients, not only in 
those instances in which venesection is per- 
formed, admittedly with good results, but 
would also open the way for the withdrawal 
of fluid when it is desired to decrease the 
volume of blood in the vascular apparatus 
or to remove excess of deleterious sub- 
stances, or where bleeding has hitherto been 
contraindicated because of the danger of 
reducing the oxygen-carrying capacity of 
the blood, as, for example, in aneurism, or 
in cardiac decompensation with a low 
blood count. 

In the work now going on in my labo- 
ratory, we are still in the stage of experi- 
mentation and study, but our experiments 
on animals have proved the feasibility of 
the method. With the skilful cooperation 
of my colleagues, Drs. Rowntree, Turner, 
Marshall and Lamson, a considerable num- 
ber of experiments on animals have already 
been made. Our procedure, in a word, is 
the following. Blood is withdrawn freely 
from an animal and is prevented from 
clotting by addition of leech extract; 
Locke’s fluid in equal volume is then added 
to the blood, and the mixture is sedimented 
in the centrifugal machine until the cor- 
puscles have settled out in the flasks. The 
supernatant plasma is then drawn off and 
replaced by Locke’s fluid, the corpuscles 
are stirred up and the new mixture is re- 
turned to the animal. By repeating this 
process it has been learned that blood- 
letting can be carried out repeatedly, with- 
out endangering the life of an animal, 
provided only that the cellular elements of 
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the blood are returned. We have named 
the procedure plasmapheresis. 

It is apparent that when blood-letting is 
practised in the usual way there is always 
the risk of greatly reducing the oxygen- 
carrying capacity of the blood through loss 
of red corpuscles, but in our experiments 
the fluid of the blood can be withdrawn in 
large quan titles without affecting this 
capacity, as far as we can determine at the 
present moment. Just how large quantities 
of plasma can be withdrawn without per- 
manent injury can not at present be stated- 
In certain cases very large amounts have 
been successfully removed in experiments 
extending over several days. We have actu- 
ally withdrawn from a dog by repeated 
bleedings in a single day, a volume of blood 
more than twice that contained in the body, 
with no apparent injury, by our method of 
returning the corpuscles after each bleed- 
ing, How far this exceeds the quantity of 
blood that may be safely removed from a 
dog at one time without return of cor- 
puscles is seen when we recall that the loss 
at one time of 60 to 70 per cent, of the 
animars blood is quickly fatal. 

It may yet be possible to attach an elec- 
trically controlled centrifugalizing appa- 
ratus directly to the blood vessels of an 
animal and tap off a desired quantity of 
the fluid part of the blood while directing 
the stream of corpuscles back into the body 
(or vice versa), the whole apparatus being 
analogous in a way to the modem cream 
separator. 

It has been our purpose in our recent ex- 
periments to find the limits to which the 
plasmapheresis may be carried and to learn 
what pathological changes ensue when the 
procedure is carried to a point beyond 
which life is endangered. With the form of 
Locke's solution now employed by us, we 
have in the course of five days carried the 
removal of plasma to a point where the 


total volume of blood withdrawn from the 
body equals at least five times that ordi- 
narily contained in the body. In this ex- 
periment the limit of the prooeduro was 
probably reached, as the animal was very 
nearly lost during the last bleeding; only 
the speedy return of the sedimented cor- 
puscles saved the dying animal. Unfortu- 
nately, one can not conclude from these most 
successful experiments that similar or even 
markedly lower quantities can always be 
removed without danger. We have re- 
cently carried out a large number of ex- 
periments with a view to determine the safe 
limits of plasmapheresis both as to quan- 
tity per day and total quantity of blood 
withdrawn, but unfortunately these experi- 
ments are vitiated by an error which has 
only recently been discovered. It has been 
found that the imported hirudin which we 
are now using is strongly toxic. This was 
not the case with the product which we 
ourselves manufactured and which was 
used in our earlier experiments. Further 
experiments will have to be done, therefore, 
to settle this question. 

Some interesting results have been ob- 
tained by studying the chemical changes 
during plasmapheresis. Since the method 
consists essentially in replacing the plasma 
of the blood by a saline solution, it is nat- 
ural to find a decrease in the soluble pro- 
teins of the blood. While not as rapid as a 
purely mathematical calculation based on 
the amounts drawn off and returned would 
indicate, if the vascular system were re- 
garded as a vessel of given capacity to be 
washed out, the decrease is considerable. 
In three days the soluble proteins have been 
reduced to about one third their original 
value, after which there is a slight rise as 
the process is continued. Evidently, as was 
expected, there is a continual renewal of 
plasma proteins from the tissues. 

In striking contrast to this, the non- 
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proteid nitrogen of the plasma shows a 
slight me on the first day in every case 
studied, and a tendency to rise, with some 
fluctuations, as the process is continued. 
This increase, which is chiefly due to urea, 
may be due either to an increase in nitro- 

TABLE I 


Plasmapheresis on Three Dogs for Several Days, 
Nos. S and 11 Three Days Each, No, 10 


Two 

Days 



Kxperluaent No 

H 

10 

11 

Weiight before operation. 
(Estimated) blood vol- 

9.6 kg. 

12.8 kg. 

8 kg. 

ume 

! 730 c.c. 

960 cc. 

600 C.C. 

Total blood drawn 

2,037 c.c. 

2,046 c.c. 

1,836 c.e. 

Ratio of volumes 

; 2.79 

2.13 

3.06 

Weights, July 8 

10..51cg, 

11.8kg, 

8.5kg. 

Weights, July 10 

10.7 kg. 

i 12.6 kg. 

8.0 kg. 

Weights, July 15 

Blood count (millione) 

11,2 kg. 

1 

12.8 kg, 

8.2 kg. 

July 8 

Blood coimt (millions) 

4.5 

5.3 


July 9 

Blood count (milHone) 

4.6 

6.9 

0.5 

July 13 

Blood count (millions) 

4.2 

6.6 

5.1 

July 16 

6.2 

0.2 

5.8 

Haemoglobin, July 8 

62% 

74% 

78% 

Haemoglobin, July 9 

52% 

C5% 

Haemoglobin, July 13.... 

60% 

80% 

79% 

Haemoglobin, July 16.... 

66% 

79% 

80% 

Weights, July 22 

n.Okg. 

13.36 kg. 

8.6 kg. 

Blood count, July 22 

4.1 

5.4 

6.3 

Haemoglobin, July 22.... 

72 % 

80% 

75% 


genous katabolism or to a diminution of 
nitrogen excretion. 

Studies have also been made of blood 
pressure and blood counts. Plasmapheresis, 
like hemorrhage, causes a seemingly para- 
doxical increase in the number of red cells 
per unit volume of blood. This, which ap- 
pears to be a general phenomenon accom- 
panying temporary asphyxia, is being in- 
vestigated in all its bearings by Dr. 
Lamson.^* The blood pressure, which falls 
on bleeding, is restored to a satisfactory 
value on returning the corpuscles and, for a 
long period the two changes may nearly 
compensate each other. A slight downward 
tendenc 3 ^ is noticed, however, as plasma- 
pheresis is continued, and in the end a 
dangerously low point (about 50 mm.) will 
be reached on withdrawing amounts of 
blood considerably smaller than those taken 
at the start. The previous bleeding usually 
shows a fall to a point (from 60 to 80 mm.) 
which should be regarded as a warning, 
even though 100 mm. or more may be 
reached on reinjection. 

The following tables give in condensed 
form some of the data to which reference 
has been made in the foregoing pages. 


TABLE 11 


Chemical Analyses. Plasm ai)liere«iB for ono day, on three dogs 




Oats 





Ueo. 21 

Jan. 11 

.Tan, : 

18 

Weight of dog 

16.1kg. 

1,132 C.C. 

1.186 C.C. =106% 

3 

11.9 kg. 

892 c.c. 

7.1 kg. 

632 C.C. 

Blo<^ volume estimated at 7.b% 

Total volume bled and % of total blood ^ 

1,160 c.c. 
3 

Before 

= 129% 

410 n.n. =77<^ 

Number of bleedings 

1 ' '6 


Results of analyses)' percentages 

Before After 

After 

Before 

After 

Total protein of blood ' 

jdiwraaphw^ 

^lasmapl 

leresis 

26.32 

plasmapl 

leresis 

17.19 

Protein of plasma 

6.62 8.63 

6.59 

18.66 

11.8 

0.029 

3.17 

6.28 

11.06 

6.6 

3.68 

Difference of abovefi* 

16.65 21.60 

9.0 11.7 

22. 16 

13.61 

Blood counts, millions 

12.9 

0.036 

7.5 

Total non-proteid N 

0.037 0.039 

0.045 

0,056 

Urea nitrogen 

0.016 0.019 

0.021 0.020 
0.0041 

0.011 

0.018 

0.017 

0.016 

0.023 

Non-urea nitrogen 

0.021 1 

0.029 

0.032 

Aminonitrogen 

0.0048 

0.0048 


** Polycythemia,'* P. D. Lamson, Jour, Pharm, and Bxpt, Ther., VII., No. 1, July, 3915. 

IB Blood taken for analysis not included unless made up by equal amount of washed corpuscles 
from Cthsr dogs. 
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TABLE nx 

Coniin%bed Flasmapheresis on a Dog for Five Sue- 
oeeeive Daye 

Exp. No. 6, Jan. 22 to 26, inclusive. A before 
plaamsplieresis, B after plasmapheresis. 

Weight of dog 8.6 kg. Estimated blood volume 
(7.5 per cent) =640 c.c. Total blood removed 
in five days, 3,535 c.c, = 621 per cent. Analytical 
Tesults in percentage of total blood. 


DcU. 



A J«D. 

22 

Jaa. 

22 

£ JUD. 
24 

n Jao. 
26 

Feb. 10 

Total protein 
of blood 

19.28 

19.S1 

16.81 

15.88 

11.78 

Fluma pro- 
tein 

6.38 

3.44 

2.23 

2.92 

6.76 

Difference of 
above 

12.90 

15.87 

14.58 

12.91 

6.03 

Blood count 
millions 

8.6 

8.5 

7.6 

6.5 

3.5 

Total non-pro- 
tcin nitro- 
gen... 

0.085 

0.040 

0.037 

0.042 

0.030 

Urea nitrogen 

0.013 

0.019 { 

0.014 

0.021 

0.012 

Amino nitro- 
gen 

0.0047 

0.0056 

0.0033 

0.0059 

0.0088 


The results obtained in continued 
plasmapheresis are shown in Table III. 
The amount of blood taken was about one 
volume on each day. The first two columns 
of analytical results, obtained with samples 
taken at the beginning and end of the day’s 
work, compare closely with those in Table I. 
The third column shows the results at the 
end of the third day’s work, when the 
plasma protein reached the lowest value, 
2.23 per cent. The fourth column gives the 
results at the end of five days of plasma- 
pheresis, while the last column shows the 
results twenty-four days later. Here the 
plasma protein has gone up again nearly to 
its original value. The corpuscle protein, 
and consequently the total protein, also, are 
low, owing to the anemia. 

VlVlDlPrUSION 

I should like now to describe a second 
method for the study of the blood, and to 
state briefly some of the results that have 


Influence of Plasmapheresis on Blood Pressure 


Mean Systolic Pressures in MillimeterB of Mercury 
Exp, No. 6, Jan. 22 to 26, 1915, inclusive. 


Day of 
£api. 

Volume 

Bled, 

C.o. 

Bleeding 

Return 

Before 

After 

Before 

After 

1st 

260 

208 

165 


202 


260 

115 

66 

95 

135 


170 

140 

65 

85 

115 

2d 

200 






125 

premures not observed on this day. 


170 





8d 

195 

130 


... 

110 


210 

130 

60 

... 

110 


200 

110 

56 

70 

110 


185 

185 

50 

... 

106 

4th 

205 

135 

100 

no 

135 


200 

185 

105 

100 

120 


200 

115 

60 

80 

106 


136 

95 

60 

75 

105 

5th 

180 


105 

100 

110 


190 

120 

52 

66 

105 


176 

100 

60 

47 

95 





1 hr. later- 

no 


already been obtained by its use. But first 
let me remind you that there are numerous 
constituents of the blood derived from 
various organs which are of the most vital 
significance to the economy and which are 
present in the blood in only minute quan- 
tity at any one time. Among these as yet 
unidentified substances, which nevertheless 
are certainly known to pass from one organ 
to others via the blood, are all of the so- 
called hormones, the active principles of the 
organs of internal secretion. Of these 
organs I shall presently speak more in de- 
tail. 

Our present methods of blood analysis 
give us little help when we endeavor to 
isolate and identify one of these elusive 
yet vitally important principles, not to 
mention other substances of the greatest 
interest arising in the intermediary stages 
of metabolism. 

Pondering over this problem, it occurred 
to me that possibly one might construct an 
apparatus which could be attached to the 
blood vessels of a living animal and re- 
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move from the blood flowing through it all 
traces of these substances as fast as they 
are poured into it, without at the same time 
removing proteids or the indispensable 
cellular elements (erythrocytes, leucocytes, 
etc.) of the blood. Such an apparatus 
might conceivably be employed also in an 
emergency in certain toxic states in which 
the eliminating organs, more especially the 
kidneys, can not act rapidly enough to re- 
lieve the system. 

An apparatus of this kind was con- 
stnicted with the skilful assistance of Dr* 
Turner. Essentially, the method consktn 
in connecting an artery or a vein of 
the animal by a cannula to an apparatus 
made of celloidin or other dialyzing mem- 
brane, in the form of tubes, immersed in a 
saline solution or scrum, and providing for 
the return of the blood to the animal’s 
body by another cannula attached to a vein. 
The tubes and cannuhe are filled completely 
before attachment with a saline solution 
whi(!h approximates in composition to the 
salt content of the senim of the animal. 
This is displaced into the body by the in- 
flow of bl(X)d, when the circulation in the 
apparatus is established. The blood leav- 
ing the artery flows through a perfectly 
closed system and returns to the body 
within a minute or two without having been 
exposed to contact with the air or any 
chance of microbial infection, while the 
diffusible substances which it contains can 
pass out, more or less rapidly, through the 
walls of the tubes. Coagulation of the 
blood is prevented by injection of hirudin. 
We have named the process vividiffusion 
and the apparatus itself constitutes an 
‘'artificial kidney,” as it were> but differs 
from the natural organ in that it makes no 
distinction whatever between the various 
diffusible constituents of the blood, per- 
mitting their escape from the celloidin tubes 


in a manner which is presumably propor- 
tional to their coeflficients of diffusion. As 
you are well aware, the natural kidney does 
not ordinarily allow the sugar of the blood 
to escape into the urine, its excretory func- 
tion is elective and discriminatory. The 
artificial kidney, as just stated, makes no 
such distinction. Sugar is eliminated in 
proportion to its presence in the blood 
equally with a waste product like urea. 
We have it in our power, however, to give 
to this vividiffusion apparatus a certain 
selective ability, at least in the sense that 
we can prevent any given substances, as 
sugar, glycocoll, and the like, from escap-’ 
ing from the blood, by the simple expedient 
of placing an equivalent quantity on the 
outer side of the celloidin tubes. 

With this apparatus we have already 
separated from the blood a number of con- 
stituents which can not be obtained with 
equal ease by other methods. I shall not 
here enter into the details of the chemical 
methods employed in differentiating the 
various constituents of the dialysate, but 
will merely point out some of the results 
that we have obtained.*® It has been 
found: 

1. That the non-protein constituents of 
the blood can be accumulated in any de- 
sired quantity by our method, the quantity 
depending on the extent of the dialyzing 
surface of our apparatus and the number of 
experiments made. 

2. That the rate of accumulation of vari- 
ous nitrogenous substances in the dialysate 
and their relative proportions in it do not 
differ very greatly from those in the blood. 

3. That alanine and valine can be ob- 
tained in crystalline form; that histidine 
and creatinine can be shown by r(ia(itiona 
to be present. 

4. Quite recently it has been found by 

See Jour, of Pharmacology and Experimental 
. Therupeuticif Vol. V., pp. S75-317 and 625-44. 
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Dr. Alice Bohde, working in my laboratory, 
that the ammoniaryielding substances of 
the blood can be divided into two classes by 
the vividiflfusion apparatus; the one, com- 
prised of diffusible substances only and 
giving off their ammonia rapidly and com- 
pletely on the addition of sodium carbon- 
ate ; the other, non-diffuaible and therefore 
not escaping through our apparatus, and 
characterized by the property of losing 
their ammonia only very slowly on the 
addition of sodium carbonate. 

5. By means of our method of vivi diffu- 
sion .we have also found that oxyacids cir- 
culate in the blood in noticeable propor- 
tion. Lactic* acid and j3-oxybutyric acid in 
particular have been identified as constitu- 
ents of the diffusate. 

6 . Prom the residue from one of the 
processes employed, that known as the 
** ester distillation/* I obtained a crystal- 
line substance having the composition 
C 7 II 12 N 2 O 2 . Dr. Turner and I were finally 
enabled to identify this substance as 
a-isobutyl hydantoin (1. isobutyl 2.4 diketo- 
tetrahydroimidazol) first prepared by 
Pinner and Lifschutz^^ and later by Fritz 
Lippieh^ ® from valeraldehydecyanhydrin 
and urea, also by E. Koenigs and B. Mylo^® 
from fiZleucinamid and ethylchlorcarbonate. 
1 suspect that other hydantoins are present 
in the fraction from which this particular 
hydantoin was isolated. As a-isobutyl 
hydantoin is the first of its class to be iso- 
lated from an animal fluid or tissue, one 
must be certain that the substance has not 
been formed as a by-product of the many 
chemical processes that are involved in ob- 
taining it; in otlier words, one is obliged to 
prove conclusively that the substance in 
question really exists, as such, in the blood 
of the dog. For the present we can not 

Ber. J. d. chem. Ges,, 20, p. 2,866 (1887). 

41, p. 2,972 (1908). 

le/bid., 41, p. 4,439 (1908). 


offer this final proof. Dr, Turner, how- 
ever, is now engaged in searching for 
hydantoins in the blood of the pig by a 
method that will remove the uncertainty 
that still attaches to the find as it now 
stands. 

7. Certain fractions of our dialysates, 
those derived from the so-called “phospho- 
tungstic precipitate/* have not yet been 
analyzed in detail, owing to the pressure of 
other parts of the problem ; it is apparent, 
however, that we are dealing with an inde- 
terminate number of substances, and it is 
more than probable that some hitherto un- 
identified constituents of the blood may 
here be found. 

Half a year after we made our first com- 
munication®^ in which it was announced 
that we had separated from our dialysates 
several grams of amino-acid esters, Abder- 
halden®^ published a paper in which he de- 
scribes the separation of some of the amino 
acids from large quantities of blood ob- 
tained from slaughter-houses. To secure 
the small amounts of amino acids needed 
for his identification tests this investigator 
w^as obliged to nse at one time 60 or even 
100 liters of beef blood. These large quan- 
tities of blood were worked up partly by 
dialysis, partly by precipitation methods 
which required the dilution of the blood by 
many volumes of water. The method of 
vividiffusion can be used in the most 
scantily equipped laboratory and has the 
great advantage of separating the diffusible 
substances from the proteids of the circu- 
lating Mood of living animals. There can 
thus be no question here of secondary 

•20** On the Hemoval of Diffusible Substances 
from the Circulating Blood by Means of Dialysis," 
Tram. Amoc.^ Americ, PhyHcianSf May, 1918. 
Also demonstration of our apparatus before the 
Pharmacological Section, Int. Med. Congress at 
London, August, 1913. 

Zeitsehr, f. physiol. Chertvie^ Vol. 88, p. 478, 
December 23, 1913. 
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changes, such as may conceivably take place 
in shed and coagulated blood. 

I come now to a newer application of the 
method of vivi diffusion, one to which I al- 
luded a few moments ago, namely its pos- 
sible employment to abstract from the cir- 
culating blood certain hormones or products 
of internal secretion in amounts that will 
suffice for pharmacological study, if not for 
chemical analysis. This application is still 
in its very beginning, many difficulties yet 
remain to be surmounted, and I speak of 
it here only because it leads me quite nat- 
urally to a field of study which is of the 
greatest importance, a field which at pres- 
ent is ripe for the methods of the chemical 
explorer. I refer to the exploration of the 
organs of internal secretion, especially to 
the study by chemical methods of their 
specific products. In attempting this, a 
vividiflfusion apparatus of the proper sort 
is attached to the veins of a particular 
organ, as the thyroid gland, and the diffu- 
sate thus obtained is studied by pharmaco- 
logical and chemical methods. This dif- 
fusate must also be compared in respect to 
its pharmacological properties, at least, with 
both the arterial and the venous blood of 
the gland under investigation. But what- 
ever may be the outcome of such studies, I 
hope to make it evident to you in what I 
am about to say that we are here dealing 
with matters of the greatest importance to 
biology and medicine. 

John J. Abel 

The Johns Hopkins Medical School 
{To he continued) 


TSE JSECENT ACTIVJTT OF KILAVEA AND 
MAUNA LOA, SAWAII 

The volcanoes of Kilauea and Maxina Loa 
were both active during the past winter, fur- 
nishing the rather unusual spectacle of leva 
lakes within 22 miles of each other, but at a 
difference in altitude of practically 10,000 
feet. The activity of Manna Loa, as observed 
from Kilauea, lasted forty-eight days, from 


November 26, 1914, until January 11, 1916. 
At Kilauea, the first permanent open pool of 
magma was formed on October 3, 1914, and 
this pool increased in size and rose until a 
maximum height of 363 feet below the rim of 
the crater Halemaumau was reached on Jan- 
uary 4, 1915. Since that time the lake has 
been slowly subsiding, with temporary rises and 
pauses. The activity of both volcanoes will bo 
treated in some detail.^ 

The lava lake in Halemaumau, the crater of 
Kilauea, was visible from the autumn of 1907, 
which was six months after the cessation of 
activity on Mauna Loa, until the last of April, 
1913. The maximum height reached during 
this long interval was 60 feet below the rim of 
the crater on January 1, 1912. During the au- 
tumn of 1912 the level of the lake was low, 
followed by a rise from November, 1912, until 
January, 1913. During January the lake 
sank; in February it was nt about the same 
level as in the beginning of March, 1916; in 
March it sank almost out of sight after a brief 
rise on March 10; in April the lake was very 
low and very small, and finally went out. 

During the summer of 1913, Halemaumau 
was an immense flat funnel of slide rock with 
the base at a depth of over COO feet. The bot- 
tom of the pit was seldom seen on account of 
the dense fumes. Just before the time of the 
summer solstice, which reached a culmination 
on June 22, blowing noises were heard and a 
faint glow seen in the pit, indicating a slight 
rise of the lava. In the middle of July, the 
blowing noises recommenced and visible fire 
returned on July 23. An inner ring of fum- 
ing cones and a glowing chimney near the site 
of Old Faithful were seen. Once more the 
signs of activity ceased : the blowing noises did 
not recommence until the first of September, 
and a glowing cone near Old Faithful became 
visible September 24. The glow and the noises 

A Weekly bulletin s concerning the activity of the 
volcanoes, written by Professor T. A. .laggar, Jr,, 
and Mr. H. 0. Wood, of the Hawaiian Volcano Ob- 
servatory, are published by the Volcano Research 
Association. From these bulletins the data for the 
present paper, previous to the arrival of the writer 
at the volcano, ore obtained. To Mr. H, 0. Wood, 
and to Mr. Arthur Hannon, the writer U indebted 
for criticism. 
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oontinued through October very much aa iu 
October, 1912. In November there was a rise, 
accompanied by flows of lava from the glow- 
ing cones, so that in December there was a 
floor of black lava 200 feet long and 160 feet 
wide, at a depth of about 580 feet. 

From the last of November, 1918, until 
IMarch, 1914, conditions remained very much 
the same, with no more flows, but with a glow 
most of the time, Molten lava was ejected 
from the Old Faithful orifice to a height of 
40 feet on March 6, and there was a short flow 
the next week. The next flows reported came 
in the early part of May, with a pool 26 feet 
in diameter at Old Faithful. This period of 
‘activity continued until the middle of June, 
when the floor had attained a depth of 630 
feet. After the summer solstice, until July 26, 
there was a slower rise, with fewer flows than in 
May--June. From July 27 until August 6 a 
subsidence caused a collapse in the floor. An 
increase in activity caused a long flow on Au- 
gust 28, but there was no permanent increase 
until October 2, with a collapse of the Old 
Faithful cone the next day, forming an open 
pool 40 feet in diameter. On October 4, the pool 
had become triangular in shape, 100 feet long 
and 70 feet wide. The next day the pool was 
200 feet long and 100 feet wide, with a depth 
below the rim of about 470 feet. By October 
18 the pool had become 600 feet long, but was 
28 feet lower. The subsidence continued, with 
the caving of the walls, until the twenty-sec- 
ond. On October 21, the lava was 518 feet be- 
low the rim, and on the twenty-third the lake 
was 376 feet long, 150 feet wide. From this 
date until November 0, the lake rose,. and a 
flow 450 feet long came from a cone on the 
western corner of the floor. On November 16 
the line of northeast cones and three north- 
west cones were engulfed in the lava, forming 
a northeast arm on the main lake and a sepa- 
rate northwest pond. The length of the lake 
was estimated, on the 17th, to be 400 feet, the 
east arm 150 feet long, the northwest pond 109 
feet long, and a new northeast pond 12 feet 
long. The depth of the lake was about 469 
feet. Three flows had developed along the 
floor ; one from an east-border pot southward, 


one from the end of the new east arm north- 
ward, one from the north side of the north- 
west pond nortliward. The length of these 
flows was about 100 feet each. 

The week preceding the outbreak of Mauna 
Loa witnessed a slightly less active condition 
in the Halemaumau lake than during the pre- 
vious week. On November 19 the lake was 460 
feet below the rim, with the current running 
from the west into the east arm. The east arm 
and the northwest pond were enlarged by col- 
lapse of the sides. TJiitil Deceml>er 1, the lake 
remained from 6 to 30 feet below the level of 
the floor, with daily fluctuations of level, 
reaching a maximum height about noon. 
Streaming, traveling fountains, and caves 
against which the lava splashed with surf 
noises were of common occurrence. 

On December 2, two fresh flows were ob- 
served on the floor; one had come from the 
west end of the pit and spread along the west 
and north margins, the other from near the 
east cove and spread northward. The north 
boiling pot had enlarged almost to a small 
pool. On December 4, there was a small flow 
on the north side of the pit, glowing and hiss- 
ing cones on the west floor and in the south- 
west talus, and a small splashing at the south- 
east cone. There was a collapse of the floor 
on the north side of the pit, leaving what later 
developed into a rising crag between the main 
lake and the northern floor. On the fifth and 
sixth spurts and flows of lava came oxit of the 
west cones and a cone 60 feet up on the 
southwest talus. The flow from the west cones 
on the sixth covered the whole southwest border 
of the floor, 500 feet in length. In the main 
lake, a torrent was pouring from the east arm 
into the main pool. On December 7 a further 
collapse of the floor area on the north pro- 
duced a trench between the east arm and the 
north'# 08 t pond, the floor block between this 
trench and the lake being raised and tilted 
toward the lake to produce what will bo called 
the " crag.^’ A slight drop in the level of the 
lake the next day showed a promontory be- 
tween the crag and the east arm, almost cut- 
ting off the latter. By December 9, the crag 
had risen on the north side 68 feet above the 
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lake level, which was 446 feet. The length of 
the lake was 435 feet, the floor 760 feet. 

Until the thirteenth, little change took place 
in the lake. The fountaining was aolive, espe- 
cially at Old Faithful, the streaming nor- 
mally active with sudden reversals of direction, 
and splashing caves. On the twelfth and 
thirteenth, new flows spread south and north 
from the west cones, and the old floor had 
tilted downward on the west, indicating that 
the floor which fills the Holemaumau pit is 
subject to differential tilting movements from 
loading or unloading, irrespective of the rela- 
tive stability of the walls of the pit. For the 
first time in 1914, the main lake overflowed, 
the flows moving southward, 

From December 18 to 22, at the time of 
the winter solstice, a rise took place in the 
lake. The rise started with tremendous flows 
pouring from the northwest pond north and 
south, reaching the main lake on the north at 
the east arm, on the south at the southwest. 
With these flows, the crag and the west cones 
rose like islands. The rate of flow was, at the 
source, one half to one mile an hour, and the 
duration of the flow nineteen hours. On the 
succeeding days there were similar flows, al- 
ways coming either from the northwest pond or 
from the cones. In the lake, meantime, the 
currents from the east met smaller ones from 
the west in the vicinity of Old Faithful, caus- 
ing violent fountaining. With the sudden 
rises there was frequently a diminution in the 
fountaining, the east arm and northwest pond 
skimming over. 

The flows occasionally ran into caverns or 
ovens on the southern floor. In the case of 
one of the ovens, blobs of molten lava were 
thrown to a height of 50 feet as the torrent 
poured in. The crag rose with the flooding of 
the floor and with the rise in the lake, until on 
December 28 it was 47 feet above the lake. 

On the twenty-eighth a flow pour^ around 
th& north side of the crag and overwhelmed 
the east arm. Above this arm there was an 
open lava tube, about 10 feet in diameter, 
which had been exposed for several months. 
Into this tube, on the northeast wall of Hale- 
maumau, the flow ran, with a crackling noise, 


for thirty hours or more, forming a pseudo- 
intrusive body. The flow was in the form of a 
cascade, with a ten-mile-an-hour current. Two 
days later the frozen cascade was covered by 
another flow. About March 1, 1915, a slide 
uncovered the filled entrance to the tube. 

Tlie closing days of the year were marked by 
new flows from the main lake as well as from 
the cones and the northwest pond. Several 
flows from the latter cascaded directly into 
tlie main lake at the west end, when the level 
of the lake was 10 feet below the rim. New 
Yearns Eve witnessed jets of lava spurting to 
a height of 100 feet from the top of a cone on 
the southwest floor. The southeast cove of 
main lake was divided in two parts by a pro- 
jecting lump of spatter. The northern portion 
was a seething cauldron into which lava poured 
with incessant fountaining, the canldron 
maintaining a level two to three feet lower 
than the main lake. The southern portion of 
the cove was normally full of lava to the level 
of the main lake. 

The maximum activity was attained during 
the first few days of January, 1915. On the 
second the lake had attained a level of 868 
feet, and was one foot below the bank. On 
the following day the northwest pond had in- 
creased in size and a west pond had developed. 
The southeast cove had lost its partition and 
resumed its normal activity. The fumes on 
this and the preceding day were less dense than 
at any other time in the period of activity. 

The relative movement of the lake and crag 
on the north are noteworthy. On December 9 
and 23, the crag was 68 feet above the lake al- 
though the lake had risen 41 feet. On J anuary 
2, the lake had risen 12 feet more, but the crag 
bad subsided 12 feet as it was only 23 feet 
above the lake. 

Indications of slow subsidence were noted 
after January 4, in the increasing fume cloud, 
falling lava, enlargement of the ponds, and 
scarcity of new flows. On the 6th there were 
new flows on the floor from the south and 
southeast coves, and a definite pond had formed 
southwest. This additional pond made the 
third in a semicircle at the west side of the 
pit, each being about 100 feet long and oval in 
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shape. During the day the southwest and west 
ponds filled up and overflowed, but the main 
lake remained about 4 feet below its banks. 
The streaming was from east to west, with 
fountains bursting to a height of 40 feet at 
Old Faithful. The level of the lake on Janu- 
ary 6 was 308 feet, and about 10 feet below 
its walls. The southwest pond had become an 
oval pit 20 feet deep with a sunken black crust 
for a floor. Molten lava poured over one 
corner of the floor and a fountain played in 
another. The west pond was crusted over. 
The northwest pond was active. 

With the subsidence on January 7-8, the 
floor began to crack. The following day the 
lake was feet below the floor and a large 
crack had developed near the southwest shore 
of the lake. In the east pot, a continuation of 
the southeast cove, the lava was streaming 
southeast. The southwest pond remained a 
pit; the west pond had a dim glow; and the 
northwest pond remained active. On the 11th, 
there was a small flow southwestward from 
the west pond. The next day tliere were evi- 
dences of subsidence in the enlarging of the 
pool, by inbreak on the north end of the east 
arm; in slides; in blowing noises; greater 
fountain activity and streaming. The lake was 
495 feet long, the east arm 260 feet long from 
its entrance, the depth 391 feet, with an inner 
wall 28 feet high. 

On January IB the east pot collapsed. The 
southwest and west ponds were deep pits, the 
latter smoking, but the northwest pond re- 
mained active. The streaming on the 18th 
and 14th was from the east toward the west. 
Bock slides took place on the 16th and 16ti. 
On the 18th the bridge between the southeast 
cove and the east pot collapsed. There was a 
torrential inpouring, for a time, at the north 
end of the east arm. Later there was a sudden 
rise of 6 feet with a flow toward the west, and 
a green-blue flame 6 feet high; followed in 16 
minutes by a subsidence of 5 feet. The sink- 
ing continued on the lOtb with intense foun- 
taining, streaming from the east arm, and 
rock slides. On the 20th, lava cascaded into 
the lake from an oriflce 8 feet above the lake 
level on the west side. The direotiou of 


streaming reversed suddenly several times, 
with sudden small changes in level of the lake. 

Whirlpooling began on January 23, with a 
whirlpo# in the south cove, 100 feet in diam- 
eter and a very rapid rotation counter-clock- 
wise accompanied by a roaring noise. Torrents 
were pouring from the east arm. The north- 
west pond was active, but the other ponds had 
ceased activity. The lake was 616 feet long, 
160 feet wide, 440 feet below the rim; the east 
arm was 420 feet long. The crag had become 
flatter, sinking toward its original position. 

After a temporary rise on the 24th, and an- 
other on the 27th, the lake was 436 feet below 
the rim and the crag 376 feet on the 30th, 
Caving took place on the north edge of the 
lake, and on the next day at the east end of the 
southeast cove. The southwest part of the old 
floor subsided. 

Whirlpools were formed February 2-4, but 
in neither case was the motion so rapid or so 
violent or was there such a convexity to the 
stream as on January 28. On each of the 
three days in February a torrent poured from 
the east arm or out of the southwest cove, at a 
rate of 10 to 16 miles an hour, and developed 
a powerful vortex near Old Faithful with a 
clockwise rotation. Through the convex 
stream, bubble fountains burst incessantly. 
Back eddies were occasionally developed in the 
south cove and at the west end. 

Slow subsidence continued during Febru- 
ary, with the formation of concentric benches 
by subsidence of portions of the 1914 floor, 
and with active gas escape and fountaining, 
which indicates a concentrated escape of the 
gas and active convection. On the 11th, a new 
1915 bench was built by a temporary rise. The 
west pit had become continuous with the 
northwest, and later it became joined by a 
trench with the east arm, which froze over by 
the 18th, and ceased to be a part of the l a k e. 
By the latter date, a depression had developed 
across the south side of the pit. New smoke 
holes had developed in a number of places, 
and these, together with fumaroles on the 
south side, make seeing difficult. The north- 
west pond had crusted over and temporarily 
ceased activity. 
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Fia. 1. The lava lake in the pit of the crater Halemaumau, at tlie time of the maximum activ- 
ity about January 4, 1915. The main lake and the northwest pond, especially the west cones and pots, 
w^ere the sources of the lava flows which built up the 1914 floor. The west and southwest cones de* 
veloped into ponds, and the southeast cone (SB.) into an arm to the main lake like the south arm 
(S.). Between the northeast (or east) arm and the main lake is the crag which rose and sank with 
the lake, as a counterbalance to the flooding of the floor as indicated by arrows. South of the 
floor is a talus slope with a fragment of a ledge at the base. Around the rim of the pit are remnants 
of the 1911-12 floor and of 1894 cave-ins. 


During the last of February, the lava re- 
mained at a level of about 460 feet below the 
rim, with daily variations, and especially rises 
at noon and midnight, of 2 to 20 feet. Foun- 
tains were very active in the Old Faithful re- 
gion, and the streaming was variable, and often 
rapid. At the sides of the lake caves would 
splash, and the lava run in as long os the gas 
explosions continued. Some of the oaves re- 
mained active for five minutes or less, others 
for hours. Migrating fountains were active, 
and frequently a fountain area near the center 
of the lake, into which lava was streaming, 
would suddenly move to one side of tlie lake 
and form a splashing cave. 

On February 28 and 24, the lake rose to 
within a foot or two of the 1915 small floor on 


the south side. The following day the lava 
flooded the lower floor at noon and at night, 
with fountains spraying 50 to 80 feet high. 
The streaming was from the northeast toward 
the west and less actively toward the south- 
east. Four new driblet cones appeared in the 
western trench at the site of the pats and 
cones from which the flows came at the close 
of 1914, On the 27th, Old Faithful was play- 
ing at intervals of 10-20 and 60-60 seconds. 
On the 28th, a sudden rise at noon flooded the 
lower floor. 

A small arm to the lake on the southeast 
developed by March 1, and the following 
morning a clockwise vortex developed in it, 
with an inrush at a rate of 8 miles an hour 
into the east side, the lava pouring out of the 
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Fit. 2. The pit of Halemaumau on March 15, 1&15. In the main lake, the northwest pond, and a 
small southeast pond (8JS.), the general directions of the currents in the lava are shown by arrows. 
The collapsed 1914 floor is greatly Assured and broken up into blocks which can not be represented 
here. The cross-section A-B shows the remnants of the 1914 floor. The elevations given are abote 
BfiA-level; the depths are below the rim. 

southeast end and from the main lake. This Portions of the lake have been frozen at times, 

rush lasted for an hour, and at noon the lake especially the east-central portion, only to 

became quiet, indicating a rise. On the 3d, the break up suddenly, when a fountain developed 

lava streamed from the middle, both east and at the side of the lake, and the crusts streamed 

west, and a torrent poured into the southeast toward the fountain. On several days lines 

arm which maintained a level several feet of fountains have been observed toward which 

below the lake. crusts were drawn, and sometimes the whole 

The activity in March in the main lake has line migrated to the maxgin of the lake to 

been very much as during the last of February, form a spatter-fountain. The most persistent 
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of the splashing caves have been on the west 
and south sides, with streaming in these 
directions. 

The northwest pool appeared on March 7, 
owing to a collapse of a portion of the crust 
on which there had been spatter cones. The 
pool was 26 X 40 feet. The next day the pond 
was larger, and on the 9th still larger. South- 
east of the pool there was a small orifice throw- 
ing drops of molten lava 70 feet in the air. 
The lava in this orifice was several feet lower 
than the level of the pond, although but a few 
feet away. The pool was fountaining quietly 
until the crust suddenly broke up and was 
swept in the north end. On the 16th, this 
pond had increased in size until it was 270 
feet long (north-south), and 100 feet wide. All 
the fumarolea had collapsed into the pond. 
The pool was quiet with three splashing caves 
until suddenly a violent streaming from the 
south end to the northeast end developed, and 
three minutes later the 1914; shelf above the 
place of inflow collapsed. The north end of 
the pond was filled with talus, and the re- 
mainder became quiet. 

The main lake on March 15 was found to 
have increased in size by a collapse, on the 
south side, of a crescentic area 150 feet long 
and 80 feet wide in the center. The length of 
the lake from northwest to southeast was 500 
feet, the width at the center 150 feet, the depth 
480 feet — 36 feet below the 1916 ledge. On the 
southeast, a small pond had developed by the 
appearance of a ledge across the southeast arm 
of the lake. This pond was splashing vio- 
lently. The next day the lava from the main 
lake was pouring into it under a natural 
bridge, and rushing at a rate of 6 miles an 
hour under the 1914 shelf on the south* On 
the 19th, this current was still rushing into 
the small pond, and the level of the lake had 
dropped. The northwest pond had also 
dropped, leaving a circular shelf and a black 
ledge. 

Hauna Loa broke out, with great lava foun- 
tains in the crater Mokuaweoweo, between 
noon and one o’clock on November 26, 1914, as 
described by Professor T. A, Jaggar, Jr.® On 

» Amer, Jour. 8ci., Vol. 89, 1916, pp. 167-172. 


the 28th, the party which reached the summit 
observed a long fountaining pool on the south 
side of the Mokuaweoweo basin, with over- 
flows on the floor. There were eight main 
fountains and a sheet fountain on the south, 
playing continuously to heights of 300 to 400 
feet. On December 4, only four fountains were 
seen, the northernmost being the larger. 

The fume column on the first night was of 
the pine-tree form, being composed of from 4 
to 6 wavy strands. On the second night the 
column was estimated by Mr. H. O. Wood to 
have a height of 6,0#0 to 7,000 feet. On the 
first of December, a slender, straight fume 
column was seen, faintly illuminated, and ris- 
ing to a height of 9,000 feet or more. From 
December 7 until the evening of the 10th, no 
trace of a fume column was seen from Kilauea. 
An evening glow and fume cloud, and occa- 
sionally fumes by day, were visible on clear 
days during the remainder of December, end 
until January 11, when both glow and fume 
cloud disappeared together. The greatest 
fume column in December was after Christ- 
mas, and the final diminution in volume oc- 
curred during tlie last week. 

The Volcano Observatory expedition reached 
the summit on December 16. In the south- 
west part of the crater a large red fountain 
was playing continually to a height of 100 
feet and occasionally to a height of 160 feet. 
The fountain was at the northeast comer of a 
pool of crusted pumiceous lava, and in front of 
a portion of a cone 75 feet high of its own 
construction. On the west side of the lake 
there were lower fountains, and still other 
fountains broke through the crust of the pool 
at different times. The character of the foim- 
tains, with jets forming fragments which 
floated away, suggested a very gaseous, light 
liquid. No changes in the walls or pits of 
Mokuaweoweo were observed. 

The activity of these volcanoes in the imme- 
diate future is difficult to predict because of 
the scarcity of detailed information conoem- 
itig them previous to 1911. A general response 
of the lava to earth tides has already been 
shown by Mr. F. A. Ferret, and the summary 
given above shows that the lava in Kilauea 
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tends to rise at solsticial times, and to sink at 
tlie time of the equinoxes. Mauna Loa re- 
sponded to the last solstice with an outbreak. 
In Kilauca a daily rise at noon and midnight 
has been observed at almost all the prolonged 
watches during the past month. There has also 
been a periodic activity of Mauna Loa, and a 
certain amount of periodicity in KUauea. 

At the time of the 1907 activity of Mauna 
Loa there was a period of relative inactivity 
in Kilauea. Since that time there has been 
prolonged activity. If the next quiescence is 
to come in the near future, as is i)erhapa fore- 
shadowed by the dropping of the lava in 1913- 
14, the lava may continue to drop after the 
6oming equinox, and disappear* If, on the 
other hand, the present period of activity is to 
continue, the lake will rise during the spring 
in response to the summer solstice. 

Mauna Loa, since the first known eruption 
in 1832, has slio wn an average duration of 
epochs of 11.5 years before 1868, and 6.5 years 
since 1808; with an average interval of repose 
before 1868 of 6.6 years, and since 1868 of 4.76 
years. The maximum intervals of repose have 
been eight years each, the second being the 
last one. Moreover, the general activity has 
been an outbreak on the summit, followed, 
sooner or later, by an outbreak on the side of 
the mountain accompanied by a lava flow. 
Within the next three or four years, at one of 
the solsticial times, there should be another 
flow. 

Sidney Powsaa 

Hawaiian Volcano Obsebvatoey, 

March 19, 1915 

INTEBSTATE CBJiEAL CO'NFEnmCE 

An Interstate Cereal Conference was held 
at the University of California, Berkeley, 
June 2, 1915, with an attendance of 37. Dr. 
J, W. Gilmore, of the University of California, 
was elected chairman and Mr. Charles E. 
Chambliss, of the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, secretary. The executive committee 
consists of the officers and Messrs. M. A. Carle- 
ton, F. 8. Harris and Bert D. Ingels. The 
program was as follows; 

Cereal Production in California as Af- 


fected by Geographic and Climatologic Con- 
ditions,” by J. W. Gilmore and B, A. Madson. 

“ The Water Eequirementa of Cereals as 
determined by Physical Environments,” by 
H. L. Shantz and L, J. Briggs. 

“Work with Cereals at the Nevada Experi- 
ment Station,” by C. S. Knight. 

“Effect of Various Alkali Salts on the 
Growth of Cereals,” by F, S. Harris. 

“ Improvement of Barley for the Pacific 
Coast,” by E. Clemens Horst. 

“ Possible Sources of Barley for Introduc- 
tion into California,” by H. V. Harlan. 

“Present Status of Studies of Selmintho- 
sporium Diseases of Barley in America,” by 
A. G. Johnson. 

" Rhyncosporium graminicola on Barley,” 
by James McMurphy. 

“ Cereal Diseases and their Control in Den- 
mark,” by F. K0lpin Ravn. 

“Wheat Varieties of the Basin and Pacific 
Coast States,” by C. H. Ball. 

“ The Bunt Problem in the Pacific Coast 
States,” by H, B. Humphrey. 

“ Wheat Breeding in the Rocky Mountain 
Regions,” by B. 0. Buff urn. 

“ The Effect of Rust on Water Requirement 
of Wlient at Akron, Colo.,” by H. L. Shantz 
and L. J. Briggs. 

“ The Milling of California Wheat,” by B. 
D. Ingels. 

“Commercial Handling and Grading of 
Grain,” by L. M. Jeffers. 

On June 1 the cereal crops in the vicinity 
of Stockton, OaL, were inspected by many in 
attendance at the conference. 

The cereal experiments of the University of 
California at Davis and of the office of cereal 
investigations, U. S. Department of Agricul- 
ture, at Chico and Biggs, Cal., were inspected 
Juno 3 and 4. 

Charles E. Chambliss, 

Secreiary 

INVENTION COMMITTEES IN ENGLAND 
AND IN THE UNITED STATES 

The Invention Board established by the 
British government consists of a central com- 
mittee and consultants who will advise the 
main coipmittoe on questions referred to thorn. 
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The central committee is composed of Admiral 
Fisher, chairman, Sir Joseph John Thomson, 
Cavendish professor of experimental physics 
at Cambridge University ; Sir Charles A. Par- 
sons, and Mr. George T. Beilby, chairman of 
the Royal Technical College at Glasgow. The 
consulting panel includes the following and 
will be added to from time to time as such ac- 
tion becomes necessary: Herbert B, Baker, 
professor of chemistry at the Imperial College 
of Science and Technology", London; William 
H. Bragg, Cavendish professor of physics, 
University of I^eeds; IT. G. H. Carpenter, pro- 
fessor of metallurgy in the Royal School of 
Mines; Percy F. Franklnnd, professor of 
chemistry and dean of the faculty of science. 
University of Birmingham; Bertram Hopkin- 
son, professor of mechanism and applied me- 
chanics, Cambridge University; William 
Jackson Pope, x>rofeasor of chemistry, Cam- 
bridge University; the Hon, Robert J. Strutt, 
professor of physios, Imperial College of Sci- 
ence; Sir William Crookes, the well-known 
chemist; Mr. William Duddell, electrical engi- 
neer; Sir Oliver J. Lodge, principal of the 
University of Birmingham; Sir Ernest Ruth- 
erford, professor of physics, University of 
Manchester, and Mr, George Gerald Stoney, a 
consulting engineer. 

Secretary Daniels announced on July 19 
that he had that day written to eight leading 
scientific societies asking each of them to se- 
lect two members to serve on the proposed 
Naval Advisory Committee on inventions, of 
which Mr. Thomas A. Edison has accepted the 
chairmanship. The societies are: American 
Chemical Society, President Charles H. 
Herty; American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers, President Paul M. Lincoln; American 
Institute of Mining Engineers (metals), Presi- 
dent Benjamin B. Thayer; American Mathe- 
matical Society, President E. W. Brown; 
American Society of Civil Engineers, Presi- 
dent Hunter MacDonald; American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers, President James 
Hartness; American Aercmeutical Society, 
Acting President Frederick W. Baker, and 
the Inventors* Guild, President Dr. Edward 
Weston, 


The New York Times states that “ when the 
attention of Secretary Daniels was called to 
the fact that he had not invited the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science 
or the National Academy of Sciences to par- 
ticipate in the naming of the board, Mr. Dan- 
iels answered that it was not his purpose to 
overlook any of the leading scientific bodies 
and that it was altogether possible that addi- 
tional invitations might be sent to several 
other societies. The American Association for 
the Advancement of Science was organized in 
1848 and now has a membership of 8,100. The 
National Academy of Sciences, incorporated 
by Act of Congress on March 3, 1863, is com- 
posed of 139 members and 49 foreign associ- 
ates. The net of congress provides that the 
academy ' shall, whenever called upon by any 
department of the government, investigate, ex- 
amine, experiment and report upon any sub- 
ject of science or art, the actual expense to be 
paid from appropriations which may l>e made 
for the purpose.* ** 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

Dr. William H. Welch, professor of pathol- 
ogy in the Johns Hopkins TJaiveraity, soiled 
for China on July 17, and Dr. Simon Flexner, 
director of the laboratories of the Rockefeller 
Institute for Medical Research, will join him 
there. They go on behalf of the China Med- 
ical Board of the Rockefeller Foundation to 
report on the medical schools and hospitals. 

A MARBLE chair is about to be placed in the 
open-air Greek Theater of the University of 
California in honor of Eugene Walderaar 
Ililgord, professor of agriculture and dean 
of the College of Agriculture from 1876 to 
1906, and now professor emeritus. 

The next course of Lane medical lectures 
before the School of Medicine of Stanford Uni- 
versity, will be given by Dr. Frank Billings, 
of Chicago. Dr. Billings will speak on “ Focal 
Infection.** The five lectures will be delivered 
the evenings of the week of September 20 to 
September 26, 1916. Dr. Billings has also 
agreed to give some clinical demonstrations. 

Prince Boris Galitzin, professor of physics 
in the Imperial Academy of Sciences, Petro- 
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(fTftd, has beca appointed Halley lecturer for 
the year 1016 at the University of Oxford. 

Db. George E. Be Schweinitz, of Philadel' 
phia> was elected president of the American 
Ophthalmolo^ical Society at the annual meet- 
ing held recently in New London, Connecticut. 

The council of the Royal Society of Edin- 
burgh has awarded the Makdougall-Brisbane 
prize for the biennial period 1912--14 to Pro- 
fesor C. R. Marshal, Dundee and St. Andrews, 
for hia studies on pharmacological action of 
tetra-alkyl ammonium compounds. 

The Physikalisch-Medizinische OeBcllschaft 
at Wiirzburg, the local aeientific society to 
which llontgen presented bis first report on 
the Rantgen rays, has recently had his three 
communications on the subject reprinted in 
pamphlet form. 

As has been noted in Science the Osiris 
prize of $20,000 was recently awarded for anti- 
typhoid vaccination to Professor Vincent and 
Professors Chantemesse and Widal. We learn 
from the Journn^^ of the American Medical 
Association that Dr. Chantemesse has devoted 
his share to the preparation and gratuitous 
distribution of antityphoid vaccine in France. 
Dr. Widal has presented his share to the 
Assistance publique as a contribution to the 
construction and the maintenance of the lab- 
oratory of the Cochin Hospital. 

TiiK University of Leeds, as we learn from 
Nature, conferred on July 8 honorary degrees 
US follows: Doctor of Science: Mr, Harold W. 
T. W^ager, F.R.S., inspector of schools, who 
began hia professorial career at the Yorkshire 
College, known for his researches in cytology 
and other biological fields. Master of Science: 
Mr. T. n. Nelson, of liedcar, author of ** The 
Birds of Yorkshire”; Mr. W. Denison Roe- 
buck, joint author of “ Handbook of the Verte- 
brate Fauna of Yorkshire”; Mr. T. Sheppard, 
curator of the Hull Museums, author of '' Geo- 
logical Rambles in East Yorkshire ” “ The Lost 
Towns of the Yorkshire Coast ” and many geo- 
logical and archeological memoirs; Mr. J. W. 
Taylor, author of a Monograph of the British 
Land and Freahwator Mollusca”; Mr. J. G. 
Wilkinson, past-president of the Leeds Nat- 


uralists’ Club, distinguished by his extensive 
and exact knowledge of the structure of plants, 
though blind ; Dr. T. W. Woodhead, lecturer in 
biology at the Technical College, Huddersfield, 
honorary secretary of the Yorkshire Natural- 
ists’ Union, and author of various biological 
memoirs. 

Db. Alfred Schultzf has been promoted to 
be professor and member of the Reichsanatalt, 
at CharlottenbuTg, and Dr. Walther Meissner 
to be an associate in the institution. 

A LABORATORY of the U, S. Public Health 
Service for tlie investigation of occupational 
diseases is to bo established in Pittsburgh under 
the supervision of Dr. J. W. Schereschewsky, 
of Washington. 

Phofessor H. S. Jackson, head of the botany 
and plant pathology department of the Oregon 
Agricultural College, haa resigned to become 
chief of the botany department of the Purdue 
University ExiKjriment Stations. 

Dr. Henry S. Graves, chief of the U. S. 
Forestry Service, has gone to Alaska to inspect 
the Alaskan forest reserves. 

Drh. Harry Pi/OTz and Oefjrgo G. Bohrer, 
both of the staff of Mt. Sinai Hospital, New 
York, have sailed on the Greek steamer Themis^ 
(odes. They took with them a complete bac- 
teriologic outfit supplied by the hospital and 
will proocod to Nish where they will join Dr. 
Richard P. Strong, the head of the Serbian 
sanitary commiHsion. 

Joseph K Umplebv, of the IT. S. Geological 
Survey, will spend the year 1915-16 at the 
University of California as acting professor of 
geology, serving in the stead of Professor 
George D. Louderbaok, who is to spend a sec- 
ond year in China investigating the oil de- 
posits of China in behalf of the Standard Oil 
Company. 

Professor Lyman C. Newell, head of the 
department of chemistry in Boston University, 
has returned from his sabbatical year and will 
resume his teaching upon the opening of the 
university in September. 

Db. Joseph Austin Holmes, director of the 
U, S. Bureau of Mines since its establishment 
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in 1910, previously chief of the technological 
branch of the U* S. Geological Survey, pro* 
fessor of geology in the University of North 
Carolina and state geologist of North Caro- 
lina, died from tuberculosis iti Denver, Colo- 
rado, on July 13, in his fifty-sixth year. 

Dr. Francis Delafield, the distinguished 
New York physician and pathologist, professor 
emeritus of pathology and the practise of medi- 
cine in the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, Columbia University, died on July 18, 
at the age of seventy-four years. 

Dr, Robert Mackay Dawbarn, professor of 
surgery at the Fordham University Medical 
School, senior surgeon of the New York Hos- 
pital, died on July 17, in his sixty-sixth year. 

Chief Engineer John J. Bissett, United 
States navy, retired, died at Bridgeport, Conn., 
on July 20, aged seventy-nine years. 

Mr. Robert Heath Loc^k, known for his 
work in genetics, formerly curator at the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge and assisUnt director of 
the Botanic Gardens of Peradeniya in Ceylon, 
has died at the age of thirty-six years. 

Mr. C. E. P. Spagnolktti, the British elec- 
trical engineer, died on June 28, at the age of 
eighty-tliree years. 

Professor Hugo Luthje, director of the 
medical clinic at the University of Kiel, has 
died at the age of forty-five years. 

Professor Fritz MiliiLBERO, the Swiss geol- 
ogist and paleontologist, has died in Aarau. 

Dr. Max Rappart, assistant in chemistry 
under Professor Fischer in the University of 
Berlin, has been killed in the war. 

With the issue of the Atheimum for July 
3 is published the first instalment of a subject 
index to periodicals, undertaken at the request 
of a committee appointed for the purpose by 
the Library Association. The progress of sci- 
ence and technology in 1916, with special ref- 
erence to the War, is the first subject to be in- 
dexed. 

For the survey of the animal and bird life 
of the Yosemite National Park, being carried 
on this summer by the Oalifornia Museum of 
Vertebrate 25oology, a gift of $1,146 has been 


made to the University of Oalifornia by Mies 
Annie M. Alexander, of Oakland, Senator 
Joseph D. Phelan, of San Francisco, Mr. G. 
M. Marston and Mr. Stephen T. Mather, as- 
sistant secretrfyy of the interior. 

The United States Geological Survey has 
issued a guidebook describing the overland 
route from Missouri River to the Pacific coast. 
It is Secretary Lane’s desire that the trans- 
continental journey, by whatever route, shall 
afford the traveler an intimate acquaintance 
with the country through which he passes, and 
this volume, therefore, is the first of four 
which will apf)ear in rapid succession. The 
next to come, that covering the Northern Pa- 
cific route, so closely identified with the Lewis 
and Clark expedition of ]80JM)6, will be pub- 
lished in a few days; and those describing the 
Santa Fe route and the Shasta and Coast 
route will follow soon. The route is followed 
from station to station, and the country along 
the way described and explained from many 
points of view — human history, geologic his- 
tory, agricultural and mining values. The 
guide books are full of items of general inter- 
est that will answer such questions as the aver- 
age intelligent traveler is continually asking. 
In a broad way the story of the west is a unit, 
and the aim of this description of the western 
United States is to meet the needs of the 
American citizen who desires to understand 
what he sees. In the preparation of the book 
on the Overland Route (Bulletin 612) much 
information already in the possession of the 
Geological Survey has been utilized, but to 
supplement this material three geologists last 
year made a field examination of the entire 
route, while special topographic surveys for 
the accompanying maps were made by survey 
engineers, The route is covered by a series of 
29 complete and accurate maps, which are so 
arranged that the reader can unfold them one 
by one and keep each map in view while he is 
reading the text relating to the portion of the 
route it represents. The book is also freely il- 
lustrated with half-tone plates of some of the 
most striking views and objects to be seen on 
the journey and with pictures of prehistoric 
animals that inhabited the west in ages past, 
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wben Nebraska and Colorado, for instance, 
were buge swamps frequented by strange 
beasts whose fossil remains are now found in 
the rocks formed from the sand and mud of 
the ancient swamps, which havfe since been 
elevated thousands of feet. The book of 244 
pages is as a whole distinctly popular in char- 
acter. 


V^^TVEltSlTy AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS 

Govkrnor Dunne has signed the bill giving 
$6,000,000 to the University of Illinois for the 
biennium. It is the largest grant made in a 
single law to any university in the United 
States. 

Tuk University of California has accepted 
an offer of the Children’s Hospital, of San 
Francisco, whereby the hospital remains inde- 
pendent financially and administratively, but 
wljereby all its resources become available for 
the educational purposes of the University of 
Califoniia Medical School. 

A SEPARATE department of chemical engi- 
neering on the some plane as the mining, civil, 
electrical and mechanical engirieoring depart- 
ments will l>e established in the Columbia 
graduate engineering school next fall. The 
head of this department will be Professor Mil- 
ton 0. Whitaker, who has been the professor 
of engineering chemistry for tlie past five 
years. For the past ten years the university 
has offered courses leading to the degree of 
chemical engineer in the department of chem- 
istry but the rapidly increasing importance 
of these industries based upon the applications 
of chemistry and the subsequent demand for 
men especially trained in fundamental engi- 
neering problems has led the university to 
supplement these courses with the more elabo- 
rate facilities and opportunities offered in a 
separate chemical engineering department. 

Tiifi new announcement of the West Vir- 
ginia University states that on and after Sep- 
tember 1, 1917, two years of collegiate work, 
including courses in physics, chemistry, biol- 
ogy and French or Gorman, will be required 
for admission to the medical school. 

The University of Cincinnati is again giv- 


ing a pre-medical summer course in physics, 
analytical chemistry, organic chemistry and 
zoology. The term lasts from June 7 to Au- 
gust 34, a period of ten weeks. 

Dtt. M. Allen Starii 1ms resigned the pro- 
fessorship of neurology at the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia Univer- 
sity, and has been succeeded by Dr. Frederick 
Tilney, Brooklyn. 

Dr, E. H. Gohdaud, instructor in physios at 
Clark College for the past year, has been made 
assistant professor. 

The following appointments have been made 
in the medical faculty of McGill University: 
Assistant professor of chemistry. Dr. F. W. 
Skirrow; assistant professor of physiology, Dr. 
J. A. Gray; associate professor in pathology, 
Dr, Horst Oertel; assistant lecturer in physiol- 
Ur. T. P. Shaw; lecturers in immunology, 
Drs. J. 0. Meukins and Fraser B. Gurd; lec- 
turer in hygiene. Dr. R St, J. Macdonald; 
lecturer in biology, Dr. F. S. Jackson, and as- 
sociate professor of physics, Dr. L. Y. King, 
Du. Hiouarp Hevmonb has been appointed 
professor of zoology in the Berlin School of 
Agriculture. 

DISCUSSION AND COEMESrONDENCE 
THE FUNDAMENTAL EQUATION OP ME0HANI08 
I. In regard to the question whether F = ma 
or F/F' = a/o' is the better form in which to 
introduce the fundamental equation of me- 
chanics, the first point of difference between 
Professor Hoskins and myself may be stated 
as follows:^ 

Professor Hoskins’s method presupposes, as 
a matter of common knowledge (in advance of 
any statement of the fundamental equation), 
the difficult concept of mass or inertia; while 
my method postpones the introduction of this 
concept until the student is in position to de- 
fine it intelligently in terms of the simpler 
concepts of force and acceleration. 

In an attempt to justify his inlyoduotion 
" at the outset ” of the “ body-constant,” mass, 

1 See Professor Hoakiiifl's article in Science for 
April 23, 3916, which was written in reply to an 
article of mine in Science for February 5, 1915. 
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which he dieeociaiea altogether from weight. 
Professor Hoskins makes use of the time- 
honored device of defining mass as ” quantity 
of matter*” He holds that 

the definition (of mass as quantity of matter) has 
a sufficiently definite meaning, gained from ordi- 
nary experience, to be of service in a preliminary 
explanation of the laws of motion. 

This, however, has not always been his 
opinion. In his excellent treatise on Theo- 
retical Mechanics,”^ on page 2, he says: 

The mass of a body is often briefly defined as its 
"quantity of matter," These words, however, 
convey no definite idea of the meaning of mass as 
a factor in the determination of motion. A satis- 
factory definition of mass can not be given in 
advance of a discussion of the fundamental laws 
of motion. 

This earlier view of Professor Hoskins is 
precisely tlie position which I wish to defend. 
For mass, as a factor in the determination of 
motion, means the constant ratio of force to 
acceleration (for example, the statement: 
“ body A has three times the mass of body B ” 
is precisely equivalent to the statement: "body 
A requires three times as much force as body 
B to give it a specified acceleration”); and 
whatever idea the words “ quantity of matter ” 
may convey to a beginner’s mind, they cer- 
tainly can not convey this desired idea of mass 
or inertia until after the ideas of force and 
acceleration, and the idea of the constancy of 
their ratio for a given body, have been grasped. 

Why has Professor Hoskins abandoned this 
excellent position? The only argument which 
he advances in favor of the definition of mass 
as quantity of matter is expressed as follows : 

In comparing the masses of holies composed of 
one homogeneous substance, the significance of 
the words "quantity of matter" is indeed readily 
recognized, and it is distinctly helpful to gener- 
alize this notion. 

But when one tries to analyze this argu- 
ment, one runs at once into diflSculty. What 
ia the concept which Professor Hoskins here 
proposes to generalize! In the comparison of 
bodies composed of one homogeneous sub- 

A Second edition, 1903. 


stance, the thing that strikes one as most 
obvious is that doubling the "quantity of 
matter” in a body is equivalent to doubling 
its volume or bulk. Two bricks, we say, con- 
tain twice as much clay as one brick. Are we 
then to understand that it is the notion of 
hulk, which, when properly "generalized,” is 
to lend US to the notion of maaef 

This can hardly be the interpretation which 
Professor Hoskins intends. It is true that 
the notion of bulk is suflBciently familiar, and 
it is also true that in the case of a homo- 
geneous substance, the mass of a body happens 
to be proportional to its bulk; but it is surely 
not true that any correct idea of mass as a 
factor in the determination of motion can ever 
be obtained by generalizing the idea of bulk. 

What then are we to understand by Pro- 
fessor Hoskins’s appeal to the case of homo- 
geneous substance? How does this appeal ad- 
vance us toward the conception of mass as a 
factor in the determination of motion? Pro- 
fessor Hoskins’s article gives no answer to 
this question, and I believe that no answer can 
be given — that in fact the whole attempt to 
define mass or inertia as " quantity of matter ” 
is utterly vague and futile. 

There are, of course, certain contexts in 
which the term "quantity of matter” is use- 
ful. For example, if we start a bonfire in a 
hermetically sealed box, we may properly say 
that the "quantity of matter” in the box is 
the same before and after (for the simple 
reason that we suppose nothing to have been 
added and nothing to have escaped). But 
this tells us merely that for dynamical pur- 
poses wo may properly treat the contents of 
the box as one body, in spite of any change in 
size, shape or chemical constitution. It does 
not tell us anything about the mass of this 
body. For the mere fact that the quantity of 
matter in the body is invariable (and this is 
the only fact about its “ body-constant ” which' 
can properly be presupposed in advance of 
some study of inertia) gives us no information 
whatever about the motion of the body when 
aoted on by a force. Not until we have asoer- 
tained by some physical experiment whet ac- 
celeration is produced in the body (or in some 
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equivalent body) by some known force can 
we predict what acceleration will be produced 
in the body by any other force. In other 
words, not until we have applied in some form 
or other the principle expressed by the equa- 
tion F/F^^a/af can we arrive at any prac- 
tical working knowledge of the mass or inertia 
of the body, as a factor in the determination 
of its motion. To say to the beginning stu- 
dent : “ Here is a body whose mass is so and so 
much” simply begs the question, unless he 
understands how this datum was obtained. 
The mass or inertia of a body is like its 
modulus of elasticity; it is physical property 
to be discovered by experiment, not a meta- 
physical something to be presupposed as a 
matter of common knowledge. 

In view of those considerations, I can not 
agree with Professor Hoskins when he says 
there is no reason for regarding the equation 
F/F' = a/a' as more “fundamental” than the 
various other equations mentioned in his 
paper. The reason seems to me very obvious. 
The statement of this equation presupposes 
on the part of the reader a knowledge of 
the meaning of only three fundamental terms, 
namely: body, force and acceleration; while 
the statements of the other equations presup- 
pose a knowledge not only of these three terms, 
but also of a fourth term, masB. Since the 
notion of body is obviously more elementary 
than the notion of hody-having-a-given’tnasB, 
the equation F/F'<==:a/a', which involves only 
body and not mass, seems to me clearly more 
fundamental than any of the other equations, 
and (especially in the form F/W ^a/g) 
much more suitable as an introduction to 
mechanics, 

n, A second point of difference between 
Professor Hoskins and myself concerns thi 
questions of units. According to my method, 
any units one pleases may he chosen for force, 
length, and time, and all the other quantities 
which occur in elementary mechanics are then 
expressed systematically and naturally in 
terms of these fundamental units. Hence, as 
soon as the student has grasped the meaning 
of the fundamental equation F/F'^a/a\ he 
can proceed at once to the solution of practical 


problems. On the other method, the student is 
unable to begin work on the simplest prob- 
lems in rectilinear motion (such as those 
treated on page 1S6 of Professor Hoskins’s 
“ Theoretical Mechanics ”) until after he has 
mastered a long discussion of various arti- 
ficially restricted system.s of units, with their 
unfamiliar names like the dyne and the 
pounds] (pages 177-18(5). This needless re- 
striction on the choice of units is a serious 
disadvantage to the beginner — a disadvantage 
which results solely from the insistence on the 
use of the equation F-^ma as the funda- 
mental equation of mechanics, and which dis- 
apj)ears altogether when the equation F/F' = 
a/a' is employed. 

In further defense of my contention that the 
system of units based on force, length, and 
time is more convenient and more natural 
than the system based on mass, length, and 
time, I may add that this contention is strik- 
ingly borne out by the usages of scientific 
terminology. Even in the C. Q. 8. system, 
which is understood to be based on the centi- 
meter, the gram moss, and the second as the 
fundamental units, the dyne force plays a more 
important r6le in the naming of the derived 
units than does the gram mass. For example, 
the unit of power in this system is the dyne- 
centimeter per second; the unit of pressure 
the dyne per square centimeter, etc,; whereas 
if the gram mass were consistently retained as 
the fundamental unit, we should have to have 
1 gram centimeter* per second* as the unit of 
power, and 1 gram per centimeter-second* as 
the unit of pressure! In other words, the 
awkward attempt to make mass the funda- 
mental and force the derived unit has been 
practically abandoned in the accepted term- 
inology of pure science. Why should it not 
be abandoned also in elementary teaching ?* 

4 See my article in Soibncb for Pebniary 5, 
1915. 

ttWe are not here concerned with the purely 
technical question as to how the physical stand- 
ards for the various units may best be preserved 
to posterity. Por puri>oaeB of elementary instrue- 
tion, a standard spring balance representing a 
unit of force is just as satisfactory as a standard 
lump of metal representing a unit of mass, in q»it« 
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III. In regard to the equation V = FTg/W 
■which has been proposed by Mr, Kent in Sci- 
BNCK for March 19, 1916, my feeling agrees 
with that already expressed by Professor 
Hoskins in Soiencr for May 7, 1915, namely, 
that no equation which covers only the special 
ease of a body starting from rest, under a con- 
stant force, and does not involve the idea of 
mental equation of mechanics. Mr. KenPs 
paper, however, is not without interest on the 
pedagogical side. 

IV. Finally, in regard to the objections 
raised by Professor Hoskins to a certain defi- 
nition of the term force of gravity'^ which 
I gave some years ago (objections which, it 
should be observed, do not affect the present 
question as to the choice of the fundamental 
equation of mechanics), I wish to say that his 
criticism seems to me well-founded, and that 
my definition was not happily phrased. The 
important facts about W and ff remain true, 
however, as follows: If we define the weight, 
Wj of a body, in a given locality, with respcKit 
to any given frame of reference, as the force 
required to support the body at rest with re- 
spect to that frame ; and if we denote by g the 
acceleration of the body when allowed to fall 
freely in the given locality, as measured by an 
observer on the given frame of reference ; then 
the ratio W/g will always be the correct ex- 
pression for the mass or inertia of the body» 
regardless of any motion which the given 
frame of reference may possess, I hope to 
revert to this point on some future occasion. 

Edward V. Huntington 

Harvard TJnivxrsitt 

THE PROOEBDINQS OP THE NATIONAt ACADEMY 
CP SCnCENOES 

To THE Editor or Soibnoe: Please be so 
kind as to print in Sotenoe the following letter 
which I have addressed, under date of June IT, 
1915, to Dr. Arthur L. Day, home secretary of 
Ihe National Academy of Sciences, Washings 
ton, D. 0. : 

Beplying to your request to sabseribo to the 
^oceedinga of the NaHondl Aoademjf, may I voice 

of the fact that the latter is muoh more readily 
prenrred than the fonuffir. 


a protest which 1 believe many scientific men share 
with me, but which few will care to formulate and 
send to you. 

A general scientific society, before which ab- 
struse papers are read on most minute details of 
specialized scientific work, is an anachronism of 
the most glaring kind. Certainly, when a large 
audience endures patiently the reading and discus- 
sion of a paper which is entirely beyond the ken 
and comprehension of nine tenths of them, they are 
wasting their valuable time, and the whole proced- 
ure smacks of the farcical. 

Further, when you publish euch a miscellany of 
highly specialized papers in your Prooeedinga, is it 
fair to any man on earth to ask him to pay for the 
whole sot of papers in order to got the one or two 
which ho can read understandingly and profitably Y 
You surely can not expect a man of understanding 
to risk acute mental indigestion by trying to as- 
similate the specialized articles entirely outside of 
his ability to absorb. Then why should any indi- 
vidual be expected to pay good money for so much 
material useless to himf Are you not guilty of 
wasting much good ink and paper, postage and 
shelf space — a waste which the apostles of true 
conservation should deplore and discourage Y 

Still further, modern efficiency in almost ail its 
various shapes is based on pushing as far and as 
bard as possible in the contrary direction. Concen- 
tration of mind and effort towards one goal, elimi- 
nation of the unnecessary and the distracting, do- 
ing one thing mighty well — are the principles of 
bpecialization which are at the basis of modem 
efficiency and achievement. But your society and 
its Proceedings tend towards diffuseness, cumber 
our minds and steal away our attention with the 
unnecessary and superfluous, and rob the Special 
societies of papers and discussion which they alone 
are well fitted to receive and digest. In short, ore 
you not a stumbling block before the wheels of 
scientific progress, a ponderer to scientific char- 
latanism, rather than a promoter of scientific effi- 
ciency Y 

Let me in all seriousness recommend the aban- 
donment of publication of your ProoeedingSf if not 
even the cancelling of your scientific sessionB. Let 
the astronomers discuss * * Photographic Determina- 
tion of Stellar Parallaxes ” with astronomers, the 
chemists * * Chondrosamine ” with organic chemists, 
the mathematicians ^ * The Straight Lines on Modu- 
lar Cubic Surfaces ’ ’ with mathematicians, the zool- 
ogists Ecology of the Murray Island Coral Beef'' 
with zoologists, etc. — ^for only such special groups 
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of ioiaiitists can properly receive, anderstaad and 
dieeuie such highly-apeolallKed topics. 

I am perfectly convinced, Mr. Secretary, that 
your complacent Pan-scientists would reject the 
recommendation in parte ei in toto, but thinking 
men outside will agree that they should accept it, 

and be thankful! ^ 

Joa. W. RiOHitBDS 


BrjE}JTIFlC BOOKS 

Heredity and Environment in the Development 
of Men. By E. G. Conkt.tn. Princeton 
University Press, 1915. Pp. riv + 588, 
illustrated. 

This book is based on a course of public lec- 
tures. designed to present in non-technical 
terms a judicial view of eugenics as seen by a 
trained biologist. The author is particularly 
well qualified to undertake the task because of 
the breadth and depth of his biological knowl- 
edge, his own important contributions to sev- 
eral of the fields surveyed, his sound and well- 
balanoed judgment, and his preeminent success 
as a teacher. He has succeeded remarkably 
well in a very difficult undertaking. Eor the 
lay reader can not fail to be interested in the 
wonderful array of post-Darwinian achieve- 
ments in biology which are here marshalled in 
such a clear way; and the biologist familiar 
with the detailed discoveries to which mere 
reference is made by way of evidence or illuB- 
tration, will profit much by the survey of a 
whole field in well-balanced perspective. The 
general reader, who gets from current litera- 
ture quite contradictory and often distorted 
views as to the undertakings and the possibil- 
ities of the eugenics movement, will here find 
a correct and sane inventory of both. 

The book is divided into six chapters, which 
deal with the following subjects: 

L Facts and factors of development. II. 
Cellular basis of heredity and development, 
ni. Phenomena of inheritance. IV. Influence 
of environment, V. Control of heredity: Eu- 
genics. VL Genetics and ethics. 

The conclusions reached in Chapter L are 
concisely summed up thus: , that every 

living thing in the world has come into exist- 
ence hy a process of development; that the en- 
tire human personality, mind as well as body, 


has thus arisen; and that the factors of devel- 
opment may he classified as intrinsic in the or- 
ganization of the germ cells, and extrinsic as 
represented in environmental forces and con- 
ditions. The intrinsic factors are those which 
are commonly called heredity, and they direct 
and guide development in the main; the ex- 
trinsic or environmental factors furnish the 
conditions in which development takes place 
and modify, more or lees, its course.” 

In dealing with the cellular basis of hered- 
ity and development ” (Chap. II.) the author 
is most at home, for this is the field of his own 
special investigations. He emphasizes the con- 
clusions that the germ- colls aro the exclusive 
basis of inheritance and probably of sex deter- 
mination and that their structure is almost 
incredibly complex.” 

In dealing with the phenomena of inher- 
itance” (Chap. III.) the author presents a 
careful digest of present-day and orthodox 
Mendelism, including the pure-line theory and 
the consequent inefFec^tiveness of selection, the 
theory that all inheritance is due to recom- 
bination of Mendelian factors, even when 
blending results are obtained, an<l tlint Mende- 
liaii factors are devoid of variability. The pres- 
entation is a remarkably lucid one, but one 
suspects that, had the author been as familiar 
with the phenomena of inheritance as with 
their cellular basis, he would not have been 
content to explain the former as relatively 
simple and clear-out while declaring the latter 
almost inconceivably complex.” There is no 
ground for thinking inheritance phenomena 
less complex than their cellular basis, for which 
reason theories which call for “ pure gametes ” 
and “pure lines” are likely to be short lived. 

Chapter IV. presents some of the more strik- 
ing results from the experimental study of 
development. 

Chapter V. contains the familiar aTgpunent 
for eugenics (human reproduction oontrol^^ 
with a view to biological improvement of the 
race), viz., the differentially declining birth- 
rate, involving the more rapid increase of the 
poorer strains of humanity, with the recom- 
mendation that reproduction of the socially 
unfit be limited and that of the socially supe- 
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INC FOM THE BIOLOOICAL AND 
MEDICAL INVE8T10AT0B. IJ 

THE BLOOD AND THE JSPEOmO SBOBarrOfiY 
PBODDOTS OF THE OBOANS OF 
INTERNAL SEOBETION 

In this field we touch on the one hand 
upon knowledge which is deeply rooted in 
the earliest practical experience of man- 
kind, and on the other on the resnlts of 
epoch-making clinical ohservations and of 
experimentation in scientific laboratories 
up to the present moment. Man baa long 
made practical use of the fact that the re- 
moval of the sex glands at a certain age will 
give us the docile ox in place of the unruly 
hull, the easily fattened and tender-fieshed 
capon for the muscular and stringy cock; 
and human society in its variotu stages 
of development has also practised this muti- 
lation on its individuals for various rea- 
sons, religious, economic or penal. The sale 
of eunuchs in Bagirmi and other parts of 
North Central Africa still continues, we 
are told, and it was only on the accession 
of Pope Leo XIII. in 1878 fliat the practise 
of castrating boys in order to furnish the 
Sistine Choir its famous adult soprano 
voices was discontinued. 

From remote antiquity, therefore, man 
has known that the gonads, or sex glands, 
exert a marked influence on the develop- 
ment and structure of the body, but until 
recent times there has existed no valid ex- 
planation, no correct theory of their rela- 
tionship to the rest of the body. It is true, 
there were not wanting acute minds whose 
attmpted explraation came dose to the 
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truth, but experimental proof was lacking. 
We gather from JSsop's fable that it will 
not do for the various members of the body 
to fall out with one another, and the medi- 
cine of an older time has long used the ex- 
pression consensus partium as indicating 
the interrelationship of the various organs. 
Even in quite modern times this consensus 
of the various organs was supposed to be 
entirely effected through the intermedia- 
tion of the nervous system, a view tersely 
expressed by Cuvier when he said, 

he aystfeme nerveux est, au fond, tout l^animal, 
les autres syst^ined ne sont lA quo pour le servir. 

Side by side with this view of the pre- 
ponderating rfile of the nervous system we 
find the old humoral doctrine, having ob- 
tained new support in Harvey’s discovery 
of the circulation, struggling to prove the 
importance of the blood stream for the 
interrelationship of the organs. In 1775, 
Th^ophile de Bordeu^® of Montpellier and 
later Paris, a fashionable practitioner with 
considerable knowledge of anatomy, pro- 
pounded the doctrine that every organ lives 
its own life and is the source of specific 
chemical substances (humeurs partic- 
uli&res) which are yielded up to the blood 
and which are necessary to the integrity 
of the body. The idea that every organ has 
its own special life is repeated again and 
again in Bordeu’s writings; 

It muat be remembered that each organic part 
of the living organism bos its own manner of ex- 
iatonce, of acting, of feeling and of moving: each 
hac its own particular aavor, structure, external 
and internal make up, odor, weight, manner of 
growth, of expanding and contracting; each com- 
petes after its own manner and for its share in the 
ensemble of all the functions, in the general life; 
each organ, in brief, has its own life and its own 
functions quite distinct from all otbers.^s 

ss8ee his ^'Becherches anatomiquos sur la posi- 
tion des glandes et sur lour action,*' Paris, 1752; 
and his '^Analyse nKldicinale du sang," 1776. 

a»P. M2, "Analyse m^icinale du sang," Vol. 
2, * ‘ (Euvres complfttes de Bordeu, * ' edited by Bich- 
eiand, Paris, 1818. 


Prom the organs the blood derives a 
multitude of humors and emanations’^ 
(nuees d ’emanations qui composent et 
animent le sang) . 

Comparable at bottom to fecundated white of 
eggf blood (a fluid tissue which Alls the ves- 
sels of the body) is animated by the semen, that 
is to say, it contains a certain quantity of 
nal emanations which vivify it; it contains in the 
same way a portion of the bile, and also a portion 
of the milky juices, especially in infancy and in 
women at the time of pregnancy; it contains a 
colored part which is elaborated in the entrails; 
it has serosity in abundance; it contains an ex- 
tract of each glandular organ which contributes 
its share to the emanations in which all the solid 
parts (of the blood) swim; a certain quantity of 
air; a portion of mucous substance. . . . 2 * 

Bordeu ’s theories in respect to the dis- 
eases that are consequent to a superabun- 
dance or wrong admixture of these various 
special principles or emanations, his vari- 
ous cachexias (cachexie bileuse, albumi- 
neuse, etc.) can not be considered here. 

Three quarters of a century after Bordeu, 
in 1849, we find a German professor of 
physiology, in Gottingen, A. A. Berthold, 
giving the first experimental proof of the 
correctness of this theory. This experi- 
menter, in a beautifully concise monograph 
of only four pages, describes his experi- 
ments upon young cockerels. By removing 
the sex glands from their normal position 
and transplanting them to another part of 
the body (to the outer surfaces of the intes- 
tine in the peritoneal cavity) where it was 
impossible for them to expel a secretion or 
to play any external role as sex glands, be 
was able to prove that these glands have 
two functions: (a) the well-known repro- 
ductive function, and (6) an important 
function in maintaining, as he says, the 
‘^consensus partium.^^ Such cockerds did 
not show the changes that were seen in tba 
castrated bird ; on the contrary, they devel- 
oped into the usual type, remaining male 
birds in respect to their vocal capacity, 

MP. 1,066, ibid. 
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UwdiSSflesire for battle, the growth of comb 
Mr®^)^^irattles and the sexual instinct. 
BeHiiMd draws the conclusion from his ex- 
penittikits that the generative organs influ- 
ence #lle consensus partium by acting upon 
the blood and through this upon the organ- 
whole. 

T|fci|f®pbHorvatioDs of Bt^rthold were for- 
gett^^ and even discredited (Rudolf 
and they had no influence appar- 
ent^^ the development of work in this 
^ring the following half century, 

J not leave this part of my subject 
with|gat mentioning the work of the great 
Freij^hman, Claude Bernard, whose dis- 
cov^t^ of glycogen in the liver and else- 
irhei^e,(inust always rank as one of the great 
discpy^ies of physiology. With perfect 
j^lKtice Bernard declared that the conver- 
sion ol glycogen into sugar and the passage 
of t^p^atter into the blood constitutes the 
secretion of the liver, while the 
bile Adnstitutes its external secretion. 


other investigator, the modem pi- 
this field, a restless spirit, a man of 
enll^ii(asms, possessing an original mind 
of k hfe order, one who is of especial inter- 
^^ericans, can not be passed by with- 
(^lil^liAtion. Charles Edward Brown- 


was born at Port Louis, Mauritius, 
ojS" 8, 1817. His father wag an Amer- 

a , n5iif;inother a French woman, but he 
, is stated, always wished to be 

're|^ TOp >i*'as a British subject. After a 
er in four countries (England, 
i^ai||^uj|^urltius and the United States) 
'Hiving^™ the chair of physiology in Har- 
to 1867, he finally, in 
^i^TOrjkoj^^ed Claude Bernard as pro- 
'feii^l''j|^1^|wimental medicine in the Col- 
where he remained until 

as 1869 Brown-S4qusrd took 
thagiQis^l^ hia^Jectures in Paris that all 
glandular organs, irrespective of whether 






they possess external excretory ducts or 
not, give off to the blood substances which 
are useful and necessary for the body as a 
whole, an opinion, as we have seen, that 
had already been stated by Th^ophile de 
Bordeu in 1775. He even made experi- 
ments on himself with a testicular extract, 
and the meeting of the Paris Society de 
Biologie, June 1, 1889, at which Brown- 
Sequard, then 72 years old, made his report 
on these experiments, Biedl calls “the true 
birthday of the doctrine of internal secre- 
tion/* 

Prom this time an ever-increasing army 
of experimental laboratory workers have 
been engaged in this field. Their names 
even can not here be given, neither can I 
go into detail w’ith regard to the great and 
fundamental contributions that have been 
made by medical clinicians, surgeons and 
anatomists, as Basedow', Graves, Addison, 
Marie, Gull, Ord, Kocher, Eeverdin, Min- 
kowski, Von Mering, Sandstrom and others, 
to name only some of the leaders of the 
immediate past, not to speak of the excel- 
lent contributions that have been made in 
recent years by our own surgeons and 
internists. 

And so there has gradually come into 
existence an enormous store of facts, phys- 
iological, pathological, chemical and clinical, 
in regard to a number of structures that 
are classed as endocrinous glands or organs 
of internal secretion. 

What is meant to-day by this term, prod- 
ucts of internal secretion, and what organs 
furnish principles that can be classed as 
internal secretions? 

For the present we shall follow custom 
and apply the term to definite and specif- 
ically acting indispensable chemical prod- 
ucts of certain organs {orgams that may or 
may not have an external secretion ) , which 
are poured into the blood and modify ike 
development and growth of other organs^ 
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more especially during embryonic and early 
life, and which also greatly affect the entire 
metabolism, that of the nervous system in- 
cluded, during adult life. I regard it as 
not unlikely that with the growth of knowl- 
edge of the chemistry of the animal organ- 
ism we shall drop the term entirely. We 
have already seen that the liver, according 
to Claude Bernard’s view, has an internal 
secretion, yet this gland is not usually 
classed with the endocrinous organs. In a 
sense, too, as has been frequently pointed 
out, every cell of the body furnishes in the 
carbon dioxide which it eliminates a hor- 
mone or product of internal secretion, since 
under normal conditions the carbon dioxide 
of the blood is one of the chief regulators 
of the respiratory center, influencing this 
center by virtue of its acidic properties. 
These and other instances that could be 
given show that the term internal secretion 
could be greatly extended in its scope, but 
in the present state of our knowledge it is 
convenient to limit it to the products of a 
certain number of glands. 

The generally accepted list of the organs 
of internal secretion is as follows, though 
even at this moment a foreign investigator®® 
is asking us to accept certain newly dis- 
covered small structures located in the neck 
as belonging to our list : the thyroid, para- 
thyroid, thymus, hypophysis cerebri, epi- 
physis cerebri, pancreas, mucosa of the 
duodenum, the two adrenal systems (the 
chromaphil tissue and the interrenal bodies) 
and the gonads, or sex glands. 

Permit me to give you a few illustrations 
of the derangement of health and bodily 
structure that follow upon the removal or 
disease of these glands. Many of you have 
doubtless seen these illustrations, but I am 
^ving them here for the benefit of those 

2 & * * Ueber eiae neue Drttse tnii innerer Sekretion 
(Glandule inaiilaris cervioalis)/* N. Pende, Arch, 
f, milcroscop. Anat., Vol, 86, p. 193, 1914. 


who have never been given proof ^ the 
great significance of these glands in <wd«r 
tliat they may have a background lef faet 
for the better apprehension of ^«ertaiii 
chemical questions which I wish pttwentiy 
to bring to your notice. 

The figure®^' is an illustration frem a 
well-known paper of the Viennese msgmn, 
A. V. Eiselsberg, in which be desciihai tlie 
effects of removing the thyroid gland from 
young goats. The two animals herenbown 
are of the same age and parentage. “On the 
twenty-first day after birth v. Eiselsberg 
removed the thyroid gland from one of 
them. The incision healed by primany in- 
tention. After three weeks the control ani- 
mal began to outgrow the one ( 3 j>erated 
upon and when four months old the snimals 
presented the appearance here shown. The 
goat with thyroid removed has shortened 
extremities, a shortened skull and an altered 
pelvis due to a delayed ossification at 
epiphyseal line. The wool of this anjaattl is 
longer and easily tom out by the bandfiil, 
the sex glands are atrophied, the hjrpcffli- 
ysis is enlarged, the intelligence in low- 
ered j in brief, a chronic patholo^^ttl con- 
dition is produced in this experimaBA 
finds an analogy in human beings wd is 
known as cachexia thyreopriva. We 
not enter into further details, I Tamjr 
remark that the results obtained in mA 
removal experiments vary Hie 

age and with the species of anin^ 

In this figure we have the results a sim- 
ilar experiment which nature bmdf hyas 
performed for us. The child bire^dkoirn ii 
a thirteen-year-old idiotic 
dwarf whose general symptoBIte pahA ip h 
congenital absence of the Hiytoid 
Investigators have proved Hnt to |to 1l^ 
true cause by anatomical ^ ^ 

The illuBtrationB ^ere thowu ki toa 
but can not here be reproduced. 



1915] 


SCIENCE 


169 


bttdiac of other congenital myxedematous 
oMliiMti of this class. 

Vavtlter illustrations were then given by meane of 
lantntiiJiiides of endemic cretinism and goiter and it 
ww ahMOHm by statistics and by a map of Europe 
that i1)w*o abnormalities have very great economic 
sigluiAiNace, on account of their great prevalence in 
oertoha fiarta of central and western Europe and to 
a lew degree In our own and other countries. For 
instanee^, in Swltsierland one sixth of the male pop* 
ulatiOA unfitted for military service by cretin* 
isxn in wme degree.^^ 

Aftair even these few illustrations of ab- 
nonmrlities that follow on removal or dis- 
ease of these glands^ I think you will agree 
witii me that my colleague, Professor 
BarlOir, has not exaggerated their impor- 
taaee when he says, 

Mow and more wo are forced to realize that 
the goasral form and the external appearance of 
the htmn body depond to a largo extent upon the 
functlenilng, during the early developmental 
period (and later), of the endocrine glands. Our 
fltotine, the kinds of faces we have, the length of 
our orsne and legs, and the shape of the pelvis, the 
color wmI consistency of our integumeot, the quan* 
tity aatd*, regional location of our subcutaneous fat, 
the amoant and distribution of hair on our bodies, 
tho tOiUeity of our muscles, the sound of the voice 
and the size of the larynx, the emotions to which 
our flarte«wrur gives expression — all are to a cer- 

sr<'l>ar Blretimsmus, ” H. Vogt, in Sandhuoh 
der Nem^logie (Lewandowsky), Vol. IV., Spe- 
Hwologie, III., p. 139. Here also it is 
stated tM the three Italian provinces, Piedmont, 
Lombaidy' and Venice had 120,000 cases of goiter 
and l^iOO^cretins in 1868, the total population of 
these prevtkces at that time being 9,400,000. In 
100$, oeediting to Biedl, Austria had on the 
avenige dd Wreting to every 100,000 of the popu- 
letie&b 1st 1S78 France had 120,000 cretins in 
flavepr the Maritime Alps and the Pyrenees. It 
WlU be jMitt that the thyreopathies constitute a 
heaty dreto dhthe resources of European people. 

Hettww ef ' persons suffering from other dls- 
jexdevi^ ae eaee^ltbalmic goiter, acromegaly or 
and pittikhyroid tetany, were also given 
Mji f aMHilnt of the glandular and gen- 
00 iMfWff involved. Animals such as 

^ and others axe like- 
wiae''|p P t' hi dliaaiiw ef this gland. 


tain extent conditioned by the productivity of our 
hormonopoiotic glands. We are simultaneously, 
in a sense, the beneficiaries and the victims of the 
chemical correlations of our endocrine organs.-s 

I can not here take up questions of thera- 
peutics in this interesting field. I can only 
say that aside from surgical intervention 
and the brilliant results of thyroid treat- 
ment in cases once utterly hof>eless, we have 
little to offer that has been positively estab- 
lished. Nor shall I attempt to discuss the 
interrelationship of these glands. It has 
become increasingly evident that to touch 
one of them is to touch all. Various writers 
have endeavored to express this interrela- 
tionship in a series of charts or diagrarae. 
Of these diiigrams D. Noel Patou has well 
said 

They may well be a grotesque parody of what 
will ultimately be found to be the relationship of 
the activities of those organs. They are prob- 
ably as near the truth as those quaint ancient roapB 
of the Indies with their ‘‘here be gold'' scrawled 
across thorn which served as the charts of our 
forefathers, and if, like them, they merely indi- 
cate the direction which further investigation 
should take and suggest lines of attack, they will 
have served their purpose. 

Notable and well established, apparently, 
is the relationship existing between the 
gonads, the thyroid and thymus glands, the 
hypophysis and suprarenal glands. Very 
difficult is it also to unravel the relationship 
of the internal secretions as a whole to the 
nervous system, both central and peripheral. 

In view of the fact that we so little 
understand the chemical principles elabo- 
rated in these organs and discharged by 
them into the blood, whereby the remark- 
able changes described above are effected, 
it is evident that further progress now 
waits on chemical discoveries. 

M**Oa Abnormalities of the Endocrine Func- 
tiouB of the Gonadfl of the Male/^ Am. Jow. Med, 
Bdenoea, Vol. 149, p. 1, 1916. 

‘ ^ Regulators of Metabollsni, ' ' p. 183. Mac- 
millan ft Co., Xxmdon, 1913. 
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The only fairly complete chemical work 
yet done on any of these organs is that on 
the suprarenal glands* These organs are 
two flattened, ductless, yellow-brown glands, 
each of which is loosely attached to the 
anterior and inner part of the summit of 
the corresponding kidney. The normal 
gland of a healthy man weighs, according 
to Elliott,®® between four and five grams, 
and contains four or five milligrams of the 
characteristic principle concerning which 
I shall speak in a moment. These organs 
are essential to life; their destruction in 
man by tubercular and more rarely by other 
processes leads to a chronic condition char- 
acterized by gastro-iiitestinal symptoms, . 
great muscular weakness and a bronzing of 
the skin and mucous membranes, this whole 
symptom complex being known as Addi- 
gon’s disease (1855). In man and the 
higher animals generally this organ is a 
double structure in which two parts which 
are quite separate and totally different in 
lower forms, as in the elasmobranch and 
teleofltean fishes, are united in such a man- 
ner that one constitutes the medulla and 
the other the cortex of the gland, the latter 
completely enclosing the former. 

The cortical part of the gland is called 
by histologists the inter-renal tissue. Biedl 
has shown that when this tissue is removed 
from selachians (where, as just stated, it 
constitutes a separate organ) the animal 
gradually weakens, no longer takes food 
and dies in fourteen to eighteen days. Still 
other experiments demonstrate that this 
cortical part of the gland exerts great influ- 
ence on l)odily gro^vth and sexual develop- 
ment. Numerous researches of a chemical 
character have been carried out on this 

Death and the Adrenal Gland,'' Quar, Jour, 
of Medicine, Vol. 8, p. 47, 1934, An interesting 
paper by E. R. Weidlein, a fellow of the Mellon 
Institute, on the adrenal glands of the whale will 
be found in the Jour, of Industrial and Engineer- 
ing Uheimetry, Vol. 4, No. 9, September, 191S. 


part of the gland, especially in 
its lipoid content. Last year Vaegt4|^.llid 
Maelit®^ isolated from it and als(^^,.|ipom 
blood serum a new crystalline su]|t||^i^ 
which has a vaso-constricting actionipn tiie 
blood vessels and a digitalis-like actionxMi 
the heart. This has been decided A 
lipoid closely related to cholesteriijji^ As 
we are entirely ignorant of the hy 

which the adrenal cortex exerts ito pro- 
found influence on the body, the isolation 
of this substance is of especial i rarest. 
For the present wc can not state wl^ether 
it represents one or all of the product of 
the internal secretion of the cortex^ or 
whether, indeed, it has any connection at 
all with the function of the gland. 

The medullary portion consists of cell 
groups which assume a brown cok^p. when 
treated with chromic acid or dichromatea, 
in consequence of the reduction of "these 
compounds to brownish or reddish-biipT^ 
basic chromates. For this reason it hos 
been designated the chromaphil thnue^ 
Now such chromaphilic cell groups ate not 
confined to the medulla of the suprarenal 
gland, but are also found lying alongside 
the abdominal aorta, in the carotid gland 
and in the sympathetic system. 

It was known to earlier experimentew 
that aqueous extracts of the entire Ohpflules 
were highly toxic to animals when ifijectetl 
directly into the circulation, but it , re- 
mained for Oliver and Schafer iii;X894'to 
demonstrate that extracts of the 
part, in the most minute quantity, eauiSte 
marked rise in blood pressure arid 
stimulate the heart. In 1897 I tli^t 

the substance responsible for Ifaeoe 
could be isolated from the glinck^^ l&e 
form of a benzoyl compound.®* Sblts ^ 

81 of a New Vgsc^on^rWf^ feub* 
stance from the Blood and the Adrena^ 

Jour. Amor. Med. Aeeoe., Vol. 61, p: 

82Eor literature see Abel md ^ 
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base obtained by saponifying this benzoyl 
derivative were shown by me (1898) to pos- 
sess the characteristic chemical and physio- 
logical properties of the gland Itself. To 
the principle thus isolated I gave the name 
epinephrin. Very soon after this v. Fiirth 
(1899-1900) isolated the principle under 
discussion in the form of an amorphous 
indigo-colored iron compound, and in 1901, 
Takamine and Aldrich succeeded inde- 
pendently in precipitating the native sub- 
stance with the help of ammonia, and with- 
out first subjecting it to the more compli- 
cated processes which had been used by 
myself some years before. 

These results were soon followed by the 
brilliant researches of a number of .organic 
chemists, Dakin, Jowett, Pauly and Fried- 
mann, which culminated in the synthetic 
production, first, of the racemic form by 
Stolz in 1906, and later of the levorotatory 
form by Flacher in 1908, the form in which 
the substance exists in the gland itself. 
The chemical history of this remarkable 
blood-pressure-raising constituent which is 
found wherever chromaphil tissue is en- 
countered is therefore now a closed chap- 
ter. We are no longer dependent upon the 
glands of the ox or the sheep for its prepa- 
ration for the many uses to which it is put 
by the medical specialist, the surgeon and 
the general practitioner, but shall always 
be able to produce it in our laboratories as 
long as coal-tar remains at our disposal. 
In chemical language it is described as a 
di-hydroxymethyl-aminoethylol benzene, or 
more concisely and simply, it is an aro- 
matic amino alcohol. It is as noteworthy 
for its instability in solution as it is remark- 
able for its physiological properties. It is 
a true product of internal secretion and 
can apparently be detected in the venous 
blood of the adrenal glands.** I shall not 

PSomaeoI. aiwJ Ewp. Th^n^eutioM, Vol. 3, p. 827, 
1912. 


further describe its chemical properties, 
but would call your attention to the fact 
that in at least one animal, a tropical toad, 
Bufo agua, this principle occurs also as a 
constituent of an external secretion. 

The toad, I may say here, has a very in- 
teresting history.®* It has been regarded 
from the earliest times as a poisonous ani- 
mal and various races, including our own, 
have long made medicinal use of its skin. 
The Chinese to this day use as a cure for 
dropsy a preparation derived from toad 
skin, called senso. Among western nations 
it has always been a folk’s remedy, and al- 
most up to the time of the introduction of 
digitalis (1775) as a medical agent our 
very best medical authorities used these 
skins in cases of dropsy. Dr. Langworthy, 
Department of Agriculture, Washington, 
has given me the following recipe for mak- 
ing a toad ointment which was in use 
among our early New England colonists for 
the treatment of sprains and rheumatism. 
Toad ointment: good-sized live toads, 4 in 
number; put into boiling water and cook 
very soft; then take them out and boil the 
water down to one half pint, and add fresh 
churned, unsalted butter 1 pound and sim- 
mer together; at the last add tincture of 
arnica 2 ounces. 

The particular toad, Bufo agua, to which 
I have referred, is of further interest be- 
cause the aborigines of the Upper Amazon 
make an arrow poison from the creamy se- 
cretion that exudes from its skin glands 
when it is irritated or overheated, a poison 

salt Jioa not been conclusively shown that the 
blood-pTesBure-raieing constituent of thU blood is 
really epinephrin (adrenalin) and not an altera- 
tion product. 

s*Abel and Macht, '*The Poisons of the Trop- 
ical Toad, Sufo affua/^ Jour, Amer, Med. Assoc., 
Vol. 66, p. 3,631, 1911, and “Two Orystalline 
Pharmacological Agents obtained from the Trop- 
ical Toad, Bufo agua,^* Jour, P/wrmocol. and Exp, 
Therapgutios, Vol. 8, p. 1,319, 3912. 
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BO powerful that it kills in a few moments 
large game, such as the stag or the jaguar. 

Two years ago I was examining a speci- 
men of this giant among toads when I no- 
ticed that this creamy secretion made on a 
scalpel a peculiar, greenish-blue discolorar 
tion. I at once remembered where I had 
seen this color years before on a scalpel 
used in cutting into the medulla of a supra- 
renal gland. Working from this hint, I was 
soon able to isolate the now familiar sub- 
stance, adrenalin or epinephrin, from this 
toad’s glands. Scientists have been not a 
little surprised to learn that this substance 
is present in very large amounts in the 
skin of this tropical toad. It is not found 
in the skin of the common American toad. 

I also succeeded in isolating the principle 
to which the toad skin owes its curative 
power for dropsy, a very different prin- 
ciple from epinephrin. It has been ob- 
tained in the form of beautiful crystals 
and has the composition represented by 
the formula, and has been 

named bufagin. 

Just as in the case of bleeding, we have 
here another instance of the every-day ob- 
servation of mankind justified by science. 
That powdered toad skin could cure dropsy 
has been ridiculed by the learned for a 
century, and now we possess in bufagin 
and in the slightly different bufotalin, 
which has ot;’ .’ recently been obtained in 
crystalline ft rm from the skin of the com- 
mon European toad, the actual proof of 
the correctness of the old belief. 

We are now studying the chemical con- 
stitution of bufagin in my laboratory, and 
although this problem is one of great difS- 
culty, we hope, nevertheless, that our work 
will throw some light on the fundamental 
chemical properties of cardiac stimulants. 
We now also understand why the secretion 
of the skin of Sufo agua may be used as an 
arrow poison, since it contains these two 


powerful drugs, epinephrin and bufagin, 
which in overdose act fatally on the heart 
and blood vessels. 

We can not leave the consideration of 
this subject without noting the influeno|i 
that the study of the pharmacological prop- 
erties of epinephrin has exerted on certain 
departments of medical science. 

Chromaphilic cells of the body, whether 
located in the medullary portion of tbo 
suprarenal gland, or elsewhere, all yield 
epinephrin, and modem studies have shoiSB 
that these chromaphilic cells are intimately 
related to the sympathetic nervous system 
in their origin, and have differentiated 
themselves from it. We are not surprised, 
therefore, to find that epinephrin, the ie- 
cretory product of these cells, has an elee- 
tive affinity for the sympathetic nervooi 
system, the thoracico-abdominal part ^ 
the autonomic system. The well-known 
symptoms that follow upon the administra- 
tion of epinephrin, extreme vaso-constrie- 
tion, tachycardia, dilatation of the pujdl, 
inhibition of peristaltic movement in Uia 
alimentary canal, contraction of the pyloric 
and ileO'Cecal sphincters, increased moll^ 
ity of the pregnant uterus and glycomiria 
have all been shown to be due to the fact 
that this hormone stimulates and sensitiMi 
the sympathetic myoneural and adenoneu* 
ral junctions or terminations of the syiiigpa» 
thetic nervous system. Numerous expj^- 
ments have shown that the changes induced 
by epinephrin in the activity of various OIS 
gans which are innervated by the 
thetic nervous system ore in all rcopocta 
like those that are brought about by 
trical stimulation of this system, andH# 
apparent that such experiments 
ready assisted in elucidating many qteiiiiv 
points in the funotional activity fhb 
part of the nervous qrsteni. 

Other interesting ohMmftioiw mhich 
deal 'With the action of this principle upon 
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the metabolism of the body or with the 
pathological changes induced by toxic doses 
can not be taken up here. 

The discovery of the chemical structure 
and pharmacological properties of epine- 
phrin has greatly encouraged investigators 
to take up the isolation of other active 
principles. Thus Abelous*® and his co- 
workers showed that the intravenous injec- 
tion of extracts from putrid meat caused a 
rise of an animal ^s blood pressure. Barger 
and Walpole®* then proved that this effect 
was due to the presence of isoamylamine, 
phenyl-ethylamine and para-hydroxyphe- 
nylethylamine. 

These aminos are produced by putrefac- 
tive bacteria from proteids, and they ex- 
hibit pressor or blood-pressure-raising ef- 
fects that in general are very similar to 
those produced by epinephrin. A close 
similarity in chemical structure of two of 
these amines, phenyl-ethyl-amine and para- 
hydroxyphenylethylamine, to epinephrin 
is shown in the graphic chemical fonnulffi 
which will presently be given. The last- 
named base is of special interest to us, since 
Barger has discovered that it is also pres- 
ent in ergot and is in some degree respon- 
sible for the characteristic activities^of this 
drug. It is also present to a small extent 
in Emmenthaler cheese. More remarkable 
still is the discovery of Henze that this 
amine is the effective principle of a highly 
active poison produced by the posterior, so- 
called salivary glands of a certain cepha- 
lapod found in the Bay of Naples, It has 
long been known that this mollusc renders 
its prey, as the crab, quickly helpless by 
means of this poison and until Henze ’s dis- 
coteiy it was believed to be a toxalbumin. 

We find, therefore, that p-hydroxyethyl- 
amine is produced by putrefactive bao- 

inCompt. rend. Soc. de Biol, VoL 68, L, pp. 
m and 580 (1906), Vol. 64, p. 907, 1908, 

Jour, of Fhyeiol, Vol, 88, p. 843, 1909. 


teria, that it is present in ergot (the perma- 
nent myoeliiun of the fungus, Clwviceps 
purpurea ) , and that it is the product of the 
metabolism of a glandular tissue. In each 
case it may be assumed that it is obtained 
by chemical reactions from the protein 
molecule, its immediate precursor being 
the innocuous tyrosin. 

By merely splitting off a molecule of COj 
from tyrosin, as was demonstrated by 
Barger, we at once secure this amine, as 
shown by the accompanying formulee. As 
a recent writer has remarked, ‘*Our poi- 
sons and our drugs are in many instances 
the close relatives of harmful compounds 
that represent the intermediary steps in the 
daily routine of metabolism.’’®’ 

The fact that putrefactive microorgan- 
isms can produce poisonous amines by de- 
carboxylating the harmless amino-acids 
has become of the highest importance to 
medicine. It would appear that we have at 
last got onto the right road for the chemical 
investigation of alimentary toxemia and 
its alleged consequences, such as arterio- 
sclerosis and chronic renal disease. Phenyl- 
alanine, tyrosine, tryptophane and histi- 
dine, the harmless precursors of toxic 
amines, are always present in the intestine, 
and when they are acted upon by an exces- 
sive number of certain microorganisms the 
resulting toxic bases will surely be formed 
in excess. If they are then taken up into 
the blood in quantities too large for trans- 
formation by the liver, or other defensive 
organs, into less harmful derivatives they 
must inevitably manifest their pharmaco- 
logical and toxicological properties. Let 
me give but one further example of recent 
advances in this field. It has been shown 
by Baiter and Dale®* that the highly poi- 

Amor, Med, Aseoe., editorial comment, 
Vol, 62, January 3, 1914. 

88 Jow. of Physiol, Vol. 40, p. 1,910; Vol. 41, 
p, 499, 1910-11. Consult also the work of Acker- 
mann, who first demonstrated that whan pure bis- 
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sonous depressor base, ^-iroino-azolylethyl- 
amine may be isolated from the intestinal 
mucosa, and Berthelot and Bertrand®® have 
demonstrated that it is in all probability 
formed in the intestinal canal from histidine 
by the decarboxylating action of a bacillus 
newly discovered by them which they have 
named Bacilhcs aminophilus inteatinaUs, 
These investiga tors have shown that their ba- 
cillus produces the base from histidine even 
in the presence of 0.3 per cent, lactic acid, 
unless, indeed, an excess of glucose be pres- 
ent, in which case only this is attacked, and 
they have also made the interesting obser- 
vation that rats, fed on a milk diet, are not 
affected by either Proteus vulgaris or Ba- 
cillus aminophilus intestinalis when these 
organisms are given separately, but that 
when they are given simultaneously the 
rats succumb to a diarrhea in from four to 
eight days. 

Investigations on the pharmacological 
behavior of )3-imino-azolylethylamine have 
shown that it acts very powerfully on plain 
muscle, stimulating the isolated uterus, for 
example, to contraction in the almost un- 
believable dilution of 1 : 250,000,000,*® The 
muscular coata of the guinea-pig’s bron- 
chioles are so sensitive to its action that 
large pigs are killed in a few minutes by 
the intravenous injection of a half a milli- 
gram. The death of the animal is due to 
asphyxia produced by a spasm of the bron- 

tidine is submitted to the action of putrefactive 
bacteria a considerable yield of /S-iinino'azoly- 
lethylamlne is produced. ZUohr. f, physwh Chem. 
VoL 64, p, 604, 1910. 

i^Compt. rend, de l^Acad. des ScienceSf Vol. 
154, pp. 1,643 and 1,826. 'See also Mallenby and 
Twort, *‘On the Presence of ^-imino-azolylethyla- 
znine in the Intestinal Wall, with a Method of Iso- 
lating a Bacillus from the Alimentary Canal which 
OonvertB Histidine into this Bubstonco,’^ Jour, of 
physiol, 45, p. 53, 

40 See FrChlich and Pick, Arch. f. Esp, Pathol, 
u. Phartndkolj Vol. 71, p. 23, and Sugimoto, ibid., 
Vol. T4, p. 27, 


chioles. Recently investigators have been 
much occupied in studying similar features 
in the symptoms of the poisoning by large 
doses of the base and those observed in ana- 
phylactic shock (action on the circulation, 
body temperature, respiration, etc.) and 
some do not hesitate to affirm that the poi- 
sons of anaphylactic shock must be put 
into the same pharmacological class with 
the proteinogenous bases that we have been 
considering. 

We may now give the chemical formulas 
that illustrate the various relationships 
that have been discussed. 


OH 



CH.OH.CHiNH.CHi 

Epinephriu, adrenaline, Buprarenin, posuibly de- 
rived by decarboxylation from a still unknown 
amino acid, dioxyphenyl-a-methylaminO'/S-oxypro- 
pionic acid, as suggested by M. Guggenheim. 
Therap. MonaUh., XXVII,, p. 508, 1913, 


OH OH 

Q" -0“ 

CH.OH.CH.NH.CH, CH.OH. 


+ 00 , 


CHjNH.CH, 

doOH 

(Unknown tunlno-aoid) 

OH 

' Q 

p-hydroxyphenylethylamlne, derived from p-hy- 
droxyphenyl-o-amino-ppopionic acid, or tyrosine, as 





!H,.CH.NH,COOH eH,.CH,.NH, 

Tyrosine P^rdro^^beny^Iethylemine 
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Pheuylethylamine, derived by decarboxylation 
from phenyl-aamino-propionic acid or phenyl- 
alaninOj as follows: 


+ CO, 


5h,.ch.nh,cooh 

Pheny Jala Dine 


2h,.ch,.nh, 


H 

1 

HC 


/\ 


^-Iniidoazolylethylamine, histamin, obtained by 
decarboxylation of histidine,, as follows: 


H A . A 

I L * 1 

HC=:C.CH,.CH.NH,.COOH HC=C. 


-f CO, 


IV. I come now to the concluding por- 
tion of my address. That science in gen- 
eral is a basic fact in the development of 
commerce and industry seems to be fully 
appreciated in this city, as shown by the 
establishment of the Mellon Institute of 
Industrial Research and School of Specific 
Industries, through the munificence of two 
of your public-spirited citizens, the Messrs. 
Richard B. and Andrew W. Mellon, I be- 
lieve that no act of their lives will give 
them more enduring satisfaction than this 
which marks out your city as one more 
great center of industry which acknowl- 
edges the dependence of all advance in ma- 
terial civilization on the quiet labors of the 
investigator. This dependence has been 
forcibly expressed by former ambassador 
James Bryce in an address to the members 
of the National Academy of Sciences. 

You men of science are really the rulers of the 
world. It is in your hands that lies control of the 
forces of activity; it is you who are going to make 
the history of the future because all commerce 
and all industry is to-day far more than ever the 
child and product of science, , . . It is in your 
hands that the future lies, far more than in those 
of military men or politicians, 

Let me also in this connection recall the 
inspiring words of that great investigator 


and benefactor of mankind, Louis Pasteur, 
which point out the still wider influence of 
science. He wrote : 

Laboratorien and discoveries are correlative 
terms; if you suppress laboratories, physical sci- 
ence will be stricken with barrenness and death, 
it will become mere powerless Information instead 
of a science of progress and futurity; give it back 
its laboratories, and life, fecundity and power 
will reappear. . . . Ask that they be multiplied 
and completed. They are the temples of the fu- 
ture, of riches and of comfort. There humanity 
grows greater, better, stronger. There she can 
read the works of nature, works of progress and 
universal harmony, while humanity's own works 
are too often those of barbarism, of fanaticism and 
destruction. 

And here I shall permit myself to speak 
more specifically of the paramount impor- 
tance of chemistry in biological and med- 
ical research. The subjects to which I have 
been calling your attention to-night, viz., 
the still unknown chemical properties and 
molecular structure, with the single excep- 
tion of epinephrin, of the mysterious, cor- 
relating siibstances stored and formed in 
the many organs of internal secretion, and 
the equally unknown character of numer- 
ous constituents of the circulating blood, 
both offer a virgin field to the biologist with 
a chemist's training. 

The practical importance of decisive 
chemical advances along this line are hardly 
to be overstated. At present we meet only 
vast confusion and contradictory theories. 
A single clean-cut discovery, the separa- 
tion from another of these glands of a defi- 
nite chemical individual shown to possess 
one or more of the specific actions of the 
gland would clear away the mists at once, 
and we should see the same rapid progress 
that has followed the isolation of epine- 
phrin, which is only one, and perhaps not 
the most important, constituent of the 
suprarenal gland. 

What a flood of light was thrown on the 
whole question of carbohydrate metabolism 
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in the discovery by Claude Bernard of gly- 
cogen in the liver! Innumerable fruitful 
researches have come from this as a start- 
ing-point, and their bearing on our under- 
standing of such diseases as diabetes mel- 
litus has been of the most fundamental, na- 
ture. 

Miescher’s discovery of the existence of 
protamin nucleate in the spermatozoan 
beads of the Rhine salmon is another case 
of the far-reaching importance of a definite 
chemical fact for both biology and medi- 
cine. For further discoveries in the field 
of nueleinic acids, a later worker, Professor 
Kossel, received the Nobel prize. To name 
only one practical outcome of these discov- 
eries, our theories of the origin of uric acid 
in gout and of the purins in general have 
undergone entire transformation. 

The actual finding of definite and spe- 
cific chemical principles in the organs of 
internal secretion has in each case an im- 
portance in the way of explaining and cor- 
relating a large number of disconnected 
facts, only to be likened to the discovery of 
the etiological cause of an infectious dis- 
ease. The bacilli of tuberculosis or of 
typhoid, or the protozoa of syphilis and 
sleeping-sickness, are illuminating ex- 
amples in point. Here, too, simplicity at 
once took the place of what had been con- 
fused and complex, and a multitude of al- 
ready recorded facts fell into their proper 
place. 

From my insistence on our ignorance of 
the specific secretory products of the or- 
gans of internal secretion, and of numerous 
constituents of the blood, it is not to be in- 
ferred that important chemical facts are 
lacking with regard to these tissues. On 
the contrary, a vast number of facts, some 
of immediate, others of potential signifi- 
cance, have been amassed by an army of 
workers in the past 30 years; it is their 
relation to each other and to an underlying 


cause which remains obscure. For ex- 
ample: it has been recently shown by 
Cramer and Krause*^ that when fresh thy- 
roids are fed to cats or rats kept on a car- 
bohydrate-rich diet, the glycogenic func- 
tion of the liver is inhibited, and in 
consequence this organ is soon found to 
contain only traces of glycogen. And 
these investigators suspect that the well- 
known action of thyroid secretion on the 
metabolism is effected through this change 
in the carbohydrate metabolism. But this 
important discovery can not reach its full 
significance until we know the chemical 
properties of the special hormone of the 
thyroid gland which is carried in the blood 
to the liver and there prevents the forma- 
tion of glycogen even though the food may 
contain an abundance of carbohydrate. 

Thus, too, one of the facts known about 
the parathyroids, as shown by MacCallum 
and Voegtlin,** is that their removal from 
the body is followed by increased excretion 
of calcium salts. This chemical discoveiy 
also can not yet be brought into a causal 
connection with a definite chemical constit- 
uent of the gland. 

That I may not be accused of placing too 
much emphasis upon only one mode of 
attack in biological and medical research, 
let me say that I am fully aware of how 
many-sided aie all these problems, and that 
fundamental discoveries have been made 
and will continue to be made without the 
aid of chemistry. This is true especially in 
the field of morphology. But as soon as we 
touch the complex processes that go on in 
a living thing, be it plant or animal, we are 
at once forced to use the methods of this 
science. No longer will the microscope, the 
kymograph, the scalpel avail for the com- 
plete solution of the problem. For the 
further analysis of these phenomena which 

«Pro(J. Boy. Soc, B., Vol 86, p. 650, 1013. 

2?arp. Med,, Vol. 11, p. 118, 1909, 
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are in flux and flow, the investigator must 
associate himself with those who have 
labored in fields where molecules and atoms, 
rather than mxdticellular tissues or even 
unicellular organisms, are the units of study. 
To-day investigators in biology and medi- 
cine are reaching out with eager hands into 
the more exact branches of science. The 
great progress in biology and in medicine 
that has been made during the past century 
proves that advantages hardly to be imag- 
ined must follow upon the further applica- 
tion of physics and chemistry to these sci- 
ences. A striking example of the debt which 
medicine owes to that newer branch of 
chemistry called physical chemistry is seen 
in our better understanding in the last 
twenty years of certain dynamic equilibria 
of the body, such as the relationship be- 
tween the hydrogen and the hydroxyl ions 
of the blood and tissues, of surface tension, 
osmotic pressure and the colloidal state. 

I also recognize that all the various as- 
pects of any one problem in our field are 
intimately bound together, and that prog- 
ress along the chemical side, for instance, 
of a question may have to wait on the clear- 
ing up of the morphological side. When 
I have the honor of being consulted by a 
young man who has not yet found himself 
intellectually but who is filled with the 
desire to devote his life to some branch of 
medicine, be it clinical medicine, pathol- 
ogy, hygiene, bacteriology, physiology or 
pharmacology, my advice always is, Study 
chemistry for at least three years. Try 
with all your power to master enough of 
this great science to start you in your 
career.” Why not make this attempt at 
a time of life when one still takes kindly to 
a rigid discipline*® such as this science ex- 

« The professor of ph^rsics In McGill University, 
Dr. A. S. Eve, has receatly expressed himself as fol- 
lows in a paper describing modem discoveries on 
the constitution of the atom (Jour. Franklin Inati- 


acts? To this preparation must be added 
the special medical training of auother four 
or more yeara. A long road to travel? 
But I find that many young men have 
entered upon it with great enthusiasm. 

I do not mean that this long tutelage is 
to be a cramming process, I have in mind 
conditions where these students shall be 
constantly under the influence of teachers 
w'ho are themselves investigators and daily 
engaged in the search for new truths. 
Under the stimulus of such examples our 
young man is saved from the sterile life of 
the mere crammer, because he sees the rela- 
tion of what he learns to living questions. 
During this period of study and growth 
he will himself make occasional attempts 
at the solution of problems. Even with the 
best preparation, workers in our fields have 
always to return again and again to the 
fundamental sciences for assistance. 

But to what end is all this preparation 
for our young man? Is it solely that he 
may solve problems whose solution is of 
practical value to mankind ? Is his mind to 
shape itself only to the insistent demands of 
utility? Even then our method of train- 
ing will yield the largest profit. But It 
does vastly more than that. Thus trained 
our young scholar will be able to see be- 
yond the immediately practical problem, 
even though it be as great a thing as the 
discovery of the cause and cure of the 
plague that decimates a people. Greater 
even than the greatest discovery is it to keep 
open the way to future discoveries. This 
can only be done when the investigator 
freely dares, moved as by an inner propul- 
sion, to attack problems not because they 
give promise of immediate value to the 

iuU, 1016, p. 269): **It may be noted that the 
discoverieft set forth in this brief summary have 
been achieved by savants in the western half of 
Europe, and it may be asked if the education in 
the New World is at the present time sufficiently 
thorough, imaginative and philosophical. '' 
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human race, but because they make an irre- 
sistible appeal by reason of an inner 
beauty, ^me of the greatest investigators 
indeed have been fascinated by problems 
of immediate utility as well as by those 
that deal with abstract conceptions only. 
Helmholtz invented the ophthaknoscope and 
thus made modern ophthalmology possible, 
and at the same time did work of the high- 
est order in theoretical physics and wrote 
on the nature of the mathematical axioms 
and the j)rinciples of psychology. Lord 
Kelvin took out patents on great improve- 
ments in the compass and on oversell teleg- 
raphy, and also made contributions to our 
knowledge of the ultimate constitution of 
the atom and the properties of the ether. 
From this point of view the investigator is 
a man whose inner life is free' in the best 
sense of the word. In short, there should 
he in research work a cultural character, 
an artistic qualityf elements that give to 
padnting , music and poetry their high place 
in the life of man. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I have attempted 
in this hour to point out some recent ad- 
vances that have been made in the study of 
the blood and of the organs of internal 
secretion, and have cited the beneficent 
effects of even these small advances — a very 
few bright stai’s in a darkened sky — in 
order to emphasize the great role that 
chemistry is destined to play in biology and 
medicine. I have strongly urged that those 
who are to be medical teachers and investi- 
gators should not content themselves with 
a mere smattering, but endeavor to acquire 
a really sound training in one of the funda- 
mental sciences. 

You, my colleagues, working with open- 
minded and generous trustees, must see to 
it that the men selected for important posts 
shall be those that are capable of training 
and inspiring the young men who in their 
turn will furnish the leadership of the 
future. 


In our country many agencies combine 
to foster the higher learning. It is to the 
lasting honor of men of wealth that they 
have appreciated the need for institutes of 
research and in a number of notable in- 
stances have placed large sums at the dis- 
posal of science. They have responded 
nobly to that appeal of Pasteur M^hich I 
have already cited in which he calls labo- 
ratories “the temples of the future, of 
riches and of comfort.” 

John J. Abel 

The Johns Hopkins Mkdicat, School 


CHARLES WILLIAM PRENTISS 

Charles William Prentiss, professor of 
microscopic anatomy in the Northwestern 
University Medical School, died at Chicago on 
the twelfth day of June. Born in Washington, 
L. C., August 14, 1874, he spent many of his 
early years at Middlebury, Vermont. 

His undergraduate work was done at Middle- 
bury College, where his father, Dr. Charles E. 
Prentiss, was librarian. He was graduated 
with honors in 1896 but remained there an- 
other year as a graduate student. During the 
next three years ho was at Harvard University 
in the department of zoology. Here he re- 
ceived the degree of doctor of philosophy in 
1900. The following year was spent at the 
Harvard Medical School as instructor in anat- 
omy. He was then awarded a Parker Travel- 
ing Fellowship and studied in Europe for two 
years. Although the greater part of this time 
was spent at Freiburg and Naples his work 
with Bethe at Strassburg had the more impor- 
tant influence on his career. 

On his return to America he held appoint- 
ments successively in the zoological depart- 
ments of Western Eesorve University and the 
University of Washington, Seattle. While in 
the latter place he first developed the symptoms 
of duodenal ulcer from which he suffered for 
the last eight years. He came to Northwestern 
University Medical School as assistant pro- 
fessor of anatomy in 1909 and was made pro- 
fessor of microscopic anatomy in 1918. 
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Professor Prentiss was a member of the 
Society of Naturalists, the Society of 25oolo- 
gists and the Association of Anatomists. He 
was the author of many papers presenting the 
results of his own investigations in the fields 
of zoology and anatomy among the more im- 
portant of which may be mentioned: 

3, "The Otocyst of Decapod Crustacea,^' BulL 
Mua. Comp. Zool., 1901, 

This was his thesis for the doctorate and was a 
well-rounded piece of histological and physiological 
work. 

2. " Polydactylism In Man and the Domestic Ani- 
mals, ^ ' Bull, Mita. Comp. Zool., 1903. 

3. "The NeuroflbrillnT Structure in the Ganglia 
of the Leech and Crayfish with Especial Refer- 
ence to the Neurone Theory," Jour. Comp. 
Neur., 1903. 

4. "The Nervous Structures in the Palate of the 
Frog," Jour. Comp. 'Seur.f 1904. 

5. "The Development of the Hypoglossal Ganglia 
of Pig Embryos," Jour. Comp. Neur., 1910. 

6. "The Development of the Membrana Tectoria 
with Reference to its Struchire and Attach- 
ments," Amer, Jour. Anat., 1918. 

Dr. Prentisses “ Text-book of Embryology 
published in January, 1916, less than six 
months before his death, met at onoe with a 
very favorable reception. It is an example of 
text-book-making at its very best. The wealth 
of excellent illustrations and the clear concise 
text make it indispensable for the student of 
embryology. In it there are also may contribu- 
tions of an original character not published 
elsewhere. 

Professor Prentiss's scientific work was char- 
acterized by a scrupulous attention to detail 
and by the perfection of his technical methods. 
He handled with great success and on difficult 
material the most delicate of neurological 
methods — the methylene blue stain. His dex- 
terity was shown again in remarkable dissec- 
tions of embryos, drawings from which appear 
in his book. He brought to all his work an 
unusually clear mind and a keen insight into 
fundamental problems. 

Beticent, almost shy^ by nature, and pre- 
vented by the condition of his health from often 
joining his colleagues at the regular Christmas 
meetings Dr. Prentiss was intimately known 


to only a chosen few. To them he was en- 
deared by reason of his unfailing good humor, 
generous motives and loyalty to high ideals and 
to his friends. Admired and respected by 
all conscientions students and loved by those 
who came into close contact with him, 
he helped greatly toward the establishment of 
high standards of scholarship and manhood in 
the student body. 

In his death we lose a comrade whom we 
esteemed most highly, a generous and faith- 
ful friend. 

S, Waltee Eanson 

Chicago, 

June 24, 1916 

FBATEBNITA8 MMBICOBUM 

The following appeal has been addressed by 
the distinguished committee whose names are 
appended to members of the medical profession. 
Every physician is entitled to membership in 
tlie Brotherhood (Fratemitas Medicorum = 
F.M,) ; there is no fee attached to this member- 
ship. However, in order to be able to main- 
tain the organization, distribution of appro- 
priate literature, etc., voluntary contributions 
will be welcome. Enrollment of membership 
as well as contributions are to bo sent to The 
Medical Brotherhood, care of Dr, S. J. Meltzer, 
13 West 121st Street, New York City, 

AN APPEAL 

To the men and women engaged in medical 
practise and the advancement of the medical 
sciences. 

The present horrible war among civilized 
nations has brought out impressively certain 
sad facts; that although there are civilized 
individual nations, we are still very far from 
having a civilized humanity — ^there is an abyss 
between in^ranational and miernational moral- 
ity; that, no matter how cultured and enlight- 
ened nations may be, they still settle their 
international differences by brute force, by 
maiming and killing their adversaries; and, 
finally, that the present high development of 
science and invention in individual nations 
only serves to make the results of this war 
more destructive than any other in history. 
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The war has demonstrated, however, one 
encouraging fact, namely, that among all the 
sciences and professions, the medical sciences 
and medical practise occupy an almost unique 
relationship to warfare, and that, among all 
the citizens of a country at war, medical men 
and women occupy a peculiar and distinctive 
position. 

No discovery in medical science has been 
utilized for the purpose of destroying or harm- 
ing the enemy. Medical men in each of the 
warring countries are as courageous, as patri- 
otic, as any other citizens, and are as ready to 
die or to be crippled for life in the service of 
their country as any other class of their fellow 
countrymen. But their services, however, con- 
sist in ministering to the sick and to the in- 
jured and in attending to the sanitary needs. 
Furthermore, they often risk their lives by 
venturing into the firing line to bring the in- 
jured to places of safety and to attend to their 
immediate needs. In these heroic and humand- 
tarian acts friend and foe are treated alike. 
Finally, the majority of the members of the 
medical profession and of the medical journals 
of the neutral as well as of the warring coun- 
tries, abstain from public utterances that 
might be grossly offensive to any of the belli- 
gerent nations. 

These facts — this advanced moral position 
in international relations which medicine and 
its followers are permitted to occupy in all 
civilized nations ought to be brought to the 
full consciousness of the men and women en- 
gaged in the medical sciences or in medical 
practise. Such a realization could not fail to 
have an elevating influence upon the medical 
profession itself, and would probably exert a 
favorable influence upon the development of 
international morality in general. 

At the dawn of history, medical men were 
frequently also the exponents of philosophy and 
morals. In the middle ages, when knowledge 
became specialized, medical men more and 
more devoted their activity exclusively to med- 
ical practise. Because of its inefficiency at 
that time, medicine lost its prestige. In re- 
cent times, however, medicine is becoming an 
effective science; one marvelous discovery has 


followed another, and the efficiency of medical 
practise has been rapidly increasing. Medicine 
makes habitable to man hitherto uninhabitable 
parts of the world. It prevents disease; and, 
with increasing theoretical and practical effi- 
ciency, medicine is learning to alleviate and 
cure disease and injuries. Medical science 
and medical men have steadily risen in the 
esteem of civilized mankind. May not the 
medical sciences and medical men become 
again the standard bearers of morality, espe^ 
dally of intemationed moralsf 

To accomplish these objects, it is proposed 
to organize as large and effective an associa- 
tion as may be possible, of men and women 
engaged in the medical sciences or in medical 
practise under the name of 

THE MEDICAL BROTHERHOOD POH THE 

furtherance op international morality 

It is obvious that such a brotherhood could 
not exercise an important influence at once. 
But our modest expectation for prompt results 
should not prevent us from attemptixig now 
to take the first step in the right direction. 
Many important results have often bad small 
beginnings. 

A committee of physicians and medical tn- 
vestigatoTs request you herewith to enroll as a 
member, and to declare your willingness to en- 
dorse and support the moral standard which the 
medical profession generally upholds when 
called upon to perform its pairioUc duties in 
an international strife. 

It should be expressly understood that it is 
not the object of the proposed brotherhood to 
influence the feelings and views of any one 
regarding the problems involved in the present 
war. It is desired merely to bring to full 
consciousness of the members of the medical 
profession the exceptional moral position which 
all civilized nations, even while at war, permit 
and expect medical men to occupy, at least as 
long as they remain in the medical profession 
and act in this capacity. This consciousness 
can not fail to elevate the moral standards of 
physicians. Furthermore, after the close of the 
present war, the brotherhood could without 
doubt facilitate the reunion of the members of 
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the medical profession of all the nations which 
are now at war and increase gfood feeling 
among them, A humanitarian body such as 
the proposed brotherhood, if already in exist- 
ence and ready for service, might and could be 
of the greatest usefulness in many ways. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Beaidenta of the City of New York 

President — Dr. S. J. Meltzer, member, Rocke- 
feller Institute. 

First Vice-pfesident — Br. Rufus Cole, director, 
Rockefeller Hospital. 

Second Vice-president — Dr, S, Josephine Baker, 
director, Bepartinent of Child Hygiene. 

First Secretary — Dr. Wm, J. Qies, professor of 
biological chemistry, Columbia University. 

Second Secretary — Dr. Harlow Brooks, professor 
of clinical medicine. 

Treaswrer — Dr. Robert T. Morris, professor of 
surgery, Post-graduate Medical School. 

COUNClLOIlfi 

Dr. Abraham Jacobi. 

Dr. Robert Abbe, surgeon to St. Luke’s Hos- 
pital. 

Dr. John Winters Brannan, president, medical 
board, Bellevue Hospital. 

Dr, J. A. Pordyce, professor of dermatology, 
College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

Dr. Nellis B. Poster, assistant professor of medi- 
cine, Cornell University Medical School. 

Dt. S. S. Gold water, commissioner, Department 
of Health. 

Dr. Graham Lusk, professor of physiology, Cor- 
nell University Medical School. 

Dr. William H. Park, professor of bacteriology, 
University and Bellevue Medical College. 

Dr. John Allen Wyeth, president, New York 
Polyclinic. 

HONOOABT PBXSXDENTS 

Dt. Russell H. Chittenden, director, Sheffield 
Scientific School, Yale University, New Haven. 

Dr» W. T. Oouneilmaa, professor of pathology, 
Harvard Medical •School, Boston. 

Dr, W. C. Gorges, surgeon-general of the Army, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dr. W, S, Hoisted, professor of surgery, Johns 
Hopkins Medical School, Baltimore. 

Dr. W. H. Howell, ptofessOr of physiology, Johns 
Hopkins Medical School, Baltimore. 


Dr. Abraham Jacobi. 

Dr. W. W. Keen, president, International Surg- 
ical Congress; president, American Philosophical 
Society, Philadelphia. 

Dr. Edward L. Trudeau, Saranac Lake, New 
York. 

Dr. James Tyson, professor of medicine, emer- 
itus, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 

Dr. Victor C. Vaughan, professor of hygiene and 
physiological chemistry, Ann Arbor. 

Dr. William H. Welch, president, National 
Academy of Sciences; professor of pathology, 
Johns Hopkins Medical School, Baltimore. 

ADVISOBT COMMITTEE 
HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Dr. J. J. Abel, professor of pharmacology, 
Johns Hopkins Medical School, Baltimore. 

Dr. Herman M. Biggs, commissioner, State Board 
of Health, Now York City. 

Dr. Prank Billings, dean, Rush Medical College, 
Chicago. 

Dr. Claronce John Blake, professor of otology, 
emeritus, Harvard Medical School, Boston. 

Dr. W. B. Cannon, professor of physiology, 
Harvard Medical School, Boston. 

Dr. W. H. Carmalt, professor of surgery, emeri- 
tus, Yale University Medical School, New Haven. 

Dr. George Dock, professor of medicine, Wash- 
ington University Medical School, St. Louis. 

Dr. James Ewing, professor of pathology, Cor- 
nell University Medical Stshool, New York City. 

Dr. Alice Hamilton, expert on occupational dis- 
eases, Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics, Wash- 
ington. 

Dr. L. Hektoen, professor of pathology, Bush 
Medical College, Chicago. 

Dr. Howard A. Kelly, professor of gynecology, 
Johns Hopkins Medical School, Baltimore. 

Dr. Robert G. LeConte, president, American 
Surgical Association, Philadelphia. 

Dr. Rudolph Matas, professor of surgery, Tulane 
University, New Orleans, 

Dr. William J. Mayo, Rochester, Minn. 

Dr. Charles K. Mills, professor of neurology, 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 

Dr. John B. Miurphy, professor of surgery, 
Northwestern Medical School, Chicago. 

Dr, E. L. Opie, professor of pathology, dean, 
Washington University Medical School, St. Louis. 

Dr, Cfharlee A. Powers, professor of clinical 
surgery, emeritus, University of Colorado, Denver. 

Dr. W. L. Rodman, president, American Medical 
Association, Philadelphia. 
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Dt- G, E. deSchweinitR, professor of ophthalmol- 
Ogy, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 

Ur. Henry Sewall, president, Affloclation of 
American Physicians, Denver. 

Dt. F. 0. Shattuck, professor of medicine, 
emeritus, Harvard Medical School, Boston. 


ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Dr. Isaac Adler, consulting physician, German 
Hospital, New York City. 

Dr. Fred H. Albeo, professor of orthopedic 
surgery. New York City. 

Dr. Carl L. Alsberg, chief of bureau of chemis- 
try, Washington, D. 0. 

Dr. James M. Anders, professor of medicine, 
Medico-Chirurgical College, Philadelphia. 

Dr. John F. Anderson, director, Hygienic Lab- 
oratory, Washington, D. C. 

Dr. John Auer, associate member, Rockefeller 
Institute, New York City. 

Dr. Edward R. Baldwin, Saranac Lake, New 
York. 

Dr. Helen Baldwin, attending physician, New 
York Infirmary Women and Children, New York 
City. 

Dr, J. C. Bloodgood, nasociate professor of sur- 
gery, Johns Hopkins Medical School, Baltimore. 

Dr. George Bluiner, professor of medicine, dean, 
Medical School, Yale University, New Haven. 

Dr. Joseph A. Capps, associate professor of 
medicine, Rush Medical College, Chicago. 

Dr. A. J. Carlson, professor of physiology, Uni- 
versity of Chicago, (Thicago. 

Dr. Henry Dwight Chapin, professor of medi- 
cine, New York Polyclinic, New York City, 

Dr. Henry A. Christian, professor of medicine, 
Harvard Medical School, Boston. 

Dr. Frank 8. Churchill, associate professor of 
pediatrics, Rush Medical College, Chicago. 

Dr. S. Solis Cohen, professor of clinical medi- 
cine, Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. 

Dr. C. 0. Coakley, professor of laryngology, 
University and Bellevue Medical College, New 
York CRy. 

Dr. Warren Coleman, professor of clinical medi- 
cine, Cornell Medical School, New York City. 

Dr. Joseph Collins, neurologist, Neurological 
Institute, New York City, 

Dr, T. 8. Cullen, associate professor of gynecol- 
ogy, Johns Hoi>kins Medical School, Baltimore. 

Dr, Elisabeth M. Cusbier, New York City, 

Dr. Samuel G. Dixon, commissioner, State Board 
of Health, Philadelphia. 


I>r. JTheodore Diller, associate professor of clin- 
ical neurology, University of Pittsburgh, Pitts- 
burgh. 

Dr. I. Dyer, dean, Tulane University, New Or- 
leans. 

Dt. F. X. Dorenm, professor of nervous and men- 
tal diseases, Jefferson Medical College, Philadel- 
phia. 

Dr. Harold C. Ernst, professor of bacteriology, 
Ifarvard Medical School, Boston, 

Dr. D. L. Edsall, professor of clinical medicine, - 
Harvard Medical School, Boston. 

Dr, C. A. Elsberg, surgeon, Mt. Sinai Hospital, 
New York City. 

Dt. Henry L. Elmer, professor of medicine, 
University of Syracuse, Syracuse, New York. 

Dr. Joseph Erinnger, professor of physiology, 
Washington University Medical School, St. Louis. 

Dr. Charles II. Frazier, professor of clinical sur- 
gery, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 

Dr. T. B. Put e her, associate professor of medi- 
cine, Johns Hopkins Medical School, Baltimore. 

Dr. Henry B. Pavill, professor of clinical medi- 
cine, Bush Medical Obilogo, Chicago. 

Dr. Fielding II. Garrison, editor. Index Medicus, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dr. Arpad 6. Gerster, professor of clinical sur- 
gery, Columbia University, New York City. 

Dr. Joel E. Qoldtliwait, orthopedist, Boston. 

Dr. Virgil P. Gibney, professor of orthopedic 
surgery. College of Physicians and Surgeons, New 
York City. 

Dt. II. A. Haro, professor of therapeutics and 
diagnosis, Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. 

Dr. K. A. Hatcher, professor of phannacology, 
Cornell University Medical School, New York City. 

Dr. I. Minis Hays, secretary, American Philo- 
HOpbUul Society, Philadelphia. 

Dr. F. P, Henry, professor of medicine, Woman's 
Medical College of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 

Dr, Yondell Henderson, professor of physiology, 
Yale University, Now Haven. 

Dr. A. W. Hewlett, professor of medicine, Uni- 
versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

Dr. James B. Herrick, clinical professor of med- 
icine, Rush Medical College, Chicago. 

Dt. C. F. Hoover, professor of medicine, West- 
ern Reserve University, Cleveland. 

Dr, J. W, Holland, professor of phyirfologlcal 
chemistry, emeritus, Jefferson Medical College, 
Philadelphia. 

Dr. John Howland, professor of pediatrics, 
Johns Hopkins Medical School, Baltimore. 

Dr. Reid Hunt, professor of pharmacology, Har- 
vard Medical School, Boston. 
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Dr. Woods Hutchinson, New York City. 

Dr. Holmes C. Jackson, professor of physiology, 
New York and Bellevue Medical College, New 
York City. 

Dr. Philip Mills Jones, editor, Colifomia State 
Medical Journal^ Ban Francisco. 

Dr. George W. Jacoby, president, Neurological 
Society, New York City. 

Dr. Theodore C. Janeway, professor of medi- 
cine, Johns Hopkins Medical School, Baltimore. 

Dr. Frederic Kammerer, professor of clinical 
surgery, College of Physicians and Surgeons, New 
York City. 

Dt. Frederic B. Lee, professor of physiology, 
Columbia University, New York City. 

Dr, E. Libman, physician to Mt. Sinai Hospital, 
New York City. 

Dr. Howard Lilienthal, surgeon to Mt. Sinai 
Hospital, Now York City. 

Dr. Warfield T. Longcope, professor of medi- 
cine, Columbia TIniversity, New York City. 

Dr. F. J. Lutz, professor of clinical surgery, 
Washington University Medical School, St. Louis. 

Dr, Hanau W, Loeb, dean, St. Louis TJniverisity 
Medical School, 8t. Louis. 

Dr. Walter Mendelson, trustee, Columbia Uni- 
versity, New York City. 

Dr. Rosalie 8. Morton, New York City. 

Dr, W. G. MacCallum, professor of pathology, 
Columbia University, New York City. 

Dr. L. B. Mendel, professor of physiological 
chemistry, Sheffield Scientific School, New Haven, 

Dr. Chas. H. Mayo, Rochester, Minn. 

Dr. James F. McKernon, president, Pos't -gradu- 
ate Medical School, New York City. 

Dr. Joseph li. Miller, associate professor of 
medicine, Rush Medical College, Chicago. 

Dr. Albert P. Mathews, professor of physiolog- 
ical chemistry. University of Chicago, Chicago. 

Dr. Ward J. MacNeal, director, New York Post- 
graduate Hospital, Medical School, New York 
City. 

Dr. P, Q. Novy, professor of bacteriology, Uni- 
versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

Dr. Albert J. Ochsner, professor of surgery, 
University of Illinois, Chicago. 

Dr. G. M. Piersolj editor, American Journal of 
the Medical Scienoesg Philadelphia* 

Dr. W. M. Polk, director, Cornell University 
Medical School, New York City. 

Dr. W. A. Pufiey, professor of dermatology, Uni- 
versity of Illinois, Chicago. 

Dr. Stewart Patou, neurologist, Princeton, New 
Jersey. 


Dr. Richard M. Pearce, professor of experi- 
mental medicine, University of Pennsylvania, Phil- 
adelphia. 

Dr. Joseph H, Pratt, Harvard Medical School, 
Boston. 

Dr. J. J. Putnam, professor of neurology, emeri- 
tus, Harvard Medical School, Boston. 

Dr. Howell T. Pershing, professor of neurology, 
University of Colorado, Denver. 

Dr, David Eiesman, professor of clinical medi- 
cine, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 

Dr. M. J. Rosenau, professor of preventive medi- 
cine, Harvard Medical School, Boston, 

Dr. Beverley Robinson, professor of medicine, 
emeritus, University and Bellevue Medical School, 
New York City. 

Dr. B, Sachs, neurologist, Mt. Sinai Hospital, 
New York City. 

Dr, P. A. Shaffer, professor of biological chem- 
istry, Washington University Medical School, St. 
Louis. 

Dr. C. G. Stockton, professor of medicine, 
Buffalo Medical College, Buffalo. 

Dr. Thomas L. Stodman, editor, Medical Secord, 
Now York City. 

Dr. Torald Sollmann, professor of pharmacology, 
■Western Reserve University, Cleveland. 

Dr. Allen J, Smith, professor of pathology, dean, 
University of Pcmisylvania, Philadelphia. 

Dr. Winford II. Smith, superintendent, Johns 
Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore. 

Dr, Frank F. Simpson, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Dr. W, T. Sedgwick, professor of biology, Maasa- 
chusetta Institute of Technology, Boston. 

Dr. Mabel Ulrich, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

I>r. Ap Morgan Vance, Louisville, Kentucky. 

l>r. Martha WoUfltein, associate, Rockefeller 
Institute, New York City. 

Dr. George B. Wallace, professor of pharmacol- 
ogy, University and Bellevue Medical School, New 
York City. 

Dr. J, Whitridge Williams, dean, Johns Hop- 
kina Medical School, Baltimore. 

Dr. J. 0. Wilson, professor of medicine, emeri- 
tus, Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia. 

Dt. Hiram Woods, professor of ophthalmology, 
University of Maryland, Baltimore. 

Dt, Jonathan Wright, New York City. 

Dr, H. Gideon Wells, professor of pathology. 
University of Chicago, Chicago. 

Dr, Ray L. Wilbur, professor of medicine, dean, 
Inland Stanford Junior University, San Francisco. 

Dr. Richard Weil, assistant professor of experi- 
mental therapeutics, Cornell Medical School, New 
York City. 
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THIBI Vl&ODVCTlON OF ItADlVM IN COLO-- 
ItADO 

Secretary of the Interior Lane authorizes 
the statement that tlie production of radium 
from Colorado carnotite ores by the Bureau of 
Mines, in connection with the National Radium 
InstitTite, has passed the experimental stage 
in its new process and is now on a successful 
manufacturing basis. He says : 

The cost of one gram of radium metal produced 
in the form of bromide during March, April and 
May of the present year was $36,060, I am in- 
formed by Br. Charles L. Parsons, in charge of 
the radium investigations of the bureau. This in- 
cludes the cost of ore, insurance, repairs, amortiza- 
tion allowance for plant and equipment, cost of 
Bureau of Mines cooperation, and all expenses inci- 
dent to the production of high-grade radium 
bromide. When you consider that radium has been 
Bolling for $120,000 and $160,000 a gram, you will 
see just what the Bureau of Mines has accom- 
plished along these lines. 

The cost of producing radium in the small ex- 
perimental plant during the first few months of 
the bureau *8 activities was somewhat higher but 
not enough to seriously effect the final average. 

The public, however, should not infer that this 
low cost of production necessarily means an im- 
mediate drop in the selling price of radium. The 
National Radium Institute was fortunate in se- 
curing through the Crucible Steel Company the 
right to mine ten claims of carnotite ores belong- 
ing to them and this was practically the only ore 
available at the time. Since then new deiK)sit8 
have been opened but these are closely held and 
according to the best judgment of the experts em- 
ployed by the Bureau of Mines the Colorado and 
Utah fields, which are much richer in radium-bear- 
ing ores than any others known, will supply ore for 
a few years only at the rate of production that ob- 
tained when the European war closed down the 
mines. The demand for radium will also increase 
rapidly, for the two or three surgeons who have 
a sufilcient amount of this element to entitle them 
to speak from experience are obtaining results in 
the cure of cancer that are increasingly encourag- 
ing as their knowledge of its application improves. 
A few more reports like that presented to the 
American Medical Association at its recent San 
Francisco meeting and the medical profession, as 
a whole, will be convinced of its efficacy. Under 
all the circumstances that have come to my knowl- 
edge it does seem to me that it behooves the gov- 


ernment to make some arrangement whereby these 
deposits, fio unique in their extent and their rieV 
ness, may bo conserved in the truest sense for our 
people, by extracting the radium from the ores 
where it now lies useless and putting it to work 
for the eradication of cancer in the hospitals of 
the Army and Navy and the Public Health Serv- 
ice. 

The ten carnotite claims being operated at Long 
Park, Colorado, by the National Radium Institute 
have already produced over 796 tons of ore aver- 
aging above two per cent, uranium oxide. The 
cost of ore delivered at the radium plant in Den- 
ver has averaged $81.30 per ton. This included 
16 per cent, royalty, salary of Bureau of Mines 
employees, amortization of camp and equipment 
and all expenses incident to the mining, transpor- 
tation, grinding and sampling of the ore. 

A concentrating plant for low-grade ©res has 
been erected at the mines and is successfully re- 
covering material formerly w'asted. Grinding and 
sampling machinery has been installed at Denver 
and a radium extraction plant erected In the same 
city. The radium plant has now a capacity of 
three tons of ore per day, having been more than 
doubled in size since last February. Before that 
time that plant had been run more or less on an ex- 
perimental scale although regularly producing 
radium since June, 1914. To July 1, slightly over 
three grams of radium metal had been obtained in 
the form of radium barium sulfate containing 
over one milligram of radium to the kilogram of 
sulfates. The conversion of the sulfates into 
chlorides and the purification of the radium there- 
from is easily accomplished and with very small 
loss of material. Unfortunately, however, special 
acid-proof enamel ware, obtainable only in France, 
has not been delivered of sufficient capacity to 
handle the crystallization of the full plant produc- 
tion, 80 that a little less than half the output, or to 
be exact, 1,304 milligrams of radium element have 
been delivered to the two hospitals connected with 
the National Radium Institute, The radium re- 
maining can be crystallized at any time from neu- 
tral solution in apparatus already installed, but 
the greater rapidity and efficiency of production 
of this very valuable material by the methods used 
have derided the Bureau of Mines to await the 
completion of apparatus now being built before 
pushing the chloride crystallization to full capac- 
ity. 

The average radium extraction of all ore mined 
by the National Radium Institute haa been over 
$5 per cent, of the amount present in the ore as 
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determined by actual meaauroment. The amount 
present in the ore has been found in fact to be es' 
sentially the same as the theoretical amount re- 
quired by the uranium-radium ratio. The extrac- 
tion figures for the last five carloads of cnrnotite 
treatment has shown a recovery of over 90 per 
cent, in each case. 

A bulletin ffiving details of mining, concentra- 
tion and methods of extraction is being prepared 
by the Bureau of Mines and will be issued early in 
the fall. 


8CISNT1FIC NOTES AND NEWS 

Dr. David Starr Jordan has been elected a 
member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sci- 
ence at Stockholm, in appreciation of his work 
in zoology. 

It is planned at Brown University to collect 
a fund to endow the library of the depart- 
ment of mathematics in honor of Professor 
Nathaniel F. Davis, who will retire from active 
Service at the close of the present academic 
year, after having served Brown University 
for over forty years. 

The University of Edinburgh has conferred 
the degree of doctor of laws on Professor 
W. A, Herdman, who holds the chair of 7x>ol- 
ogy in the University of Liverpool, and on 
Professor Arthur Thomson, who holds the 
chair of human anatomy in the University of 
Oxford. 

The Royal Scottish Geographical Society 
has awarded the Livingstone gold medal to 
Lord Kitchener in recognition of his work on 
the survey of Palestine and as director of the 
survey of Cyprus, as well as in recognition of 
his services to the state. The society’s gold 
medal has been awarded to Dr. J, Scott Keltic, 
late secretory of the Royal Geographical So- 
ciety, in consideration of his services to geo- 
graphical science. 

The medal and grant for 1915 of the South 
African Association for the Advancement of 
Science have been awarded to Mr, 0. P. Louns- 
bury, chief of the division of entomology, 
Union Department of Agriculture* 

The following is a list of recently elected 
honorary fellows of the Royal Society of Medi- 
cine: British: Sir R. Douglas Powell, Lord 


Moulton, Sir John McFadyean, Sir Francis 
Darwin, Robert Bridges, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sir David Prain, T. Pridgin Teale, Sir John 
Williams, Professor E. G. Browne, Professor 
S, O. Shattock. Foreign: Professors J. Babin- 
ski, A. Chauffard, Jules Dejerine, M. T. Tuffier 
of Paris, and Dr. Paul Heger, of Belgium. 

The Hanbury medal has been awarded to 
Mr. E. M. Holmes, curator of the Pharma- 
ceutical Society’s Museum, for his original re- 
search in the natural history of drugs. 

On June 30, as we learn from Nature, Dr. 
Alexander Fischer de Waldheim, director of 
the Imperial Botanic Garden of Peter the 
Great at Petrograd, completed the fiftieth year 
of his scientific and administrative activities. 
The event was made the occasion of a ceremony 
with presentation of addresses in the hall of 
the herbarium at the garden. Dr. Fischer de 
Waldheim commenced his botanical career as 
docent at the University of Moscow, and later 
became professor of botany at the University 
of Warsaw. On the death of A. F. Batalin in 
1897 he was appointed director of the gardens 
at Petrograd. 

The committee on awards for scientific 
exhibits at the Son Francisco meeting granted 
gold medals to the pathological departments 
of Stanford University and of the University 
of Michigan; to the Indiana State Board of 
Health, for its exhibit on a public health cam- 
paign; to Drs. C. 0. Bass and F. M. Johns, of 
Tulane University, for their exhibit on pyor- 
rhea alveolaris and malaria; to Drs. Claud A. 
Smith and J. Witherspoon, on hookworm; to 
the pathological laboratory of the New York 
Lying-in Hospital, on the demonstration of 
the cultivation of human tissue in vitro; to 
Dr. Martin H. Fischer, of Cincinnati, on newer 
experiments in the physiology and pathology 
of kidney functions, and to Dr. J. T. Case, of 
Battle Creek, on lantern slides illustrating 
Roentgen-ray studies. 

The bronze thesis medal of the Science Club 
of the University of Wisconsin was awarded 
at commencement to Walter Pitz for a thesis 
qn ‘‘ The Effect of Elemental Sulphur and of 
Calcium Sulphate on Certain of the Higher 
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and Lower Forms of Plant Life.” This medal 
is awarded annually to a senior in the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin for quality and quantity of 
research in preparing a thesis in physical or 
natural science, or pure mathematics, or their 
useful applications. 

I)u. GoLDWATEtt, health commissioner of New 
York City, has resigned in order to resume his 
duties as superintendent of Mt, Sinai Hos- 
pitaL 

Edgar M. Ledyard, formerly assistant pro- 
fessor of entomology in the University of the 
Philippines, who has spent the last year in re- 
search work in tlie laboratory of parasitology 
of the University of Californio, has been ap- 
pointed director of the Agricultural Depart- 
ment of the United States Smelting Company, 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Colonel William Hunter, M.D., assistant 
physician to Charing Cross Hospital; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel G. S. Buchanan, M.D., first 
assistant medical officer to the local govern- 
ment board; Lieutenant-Colonel Andrew Bal- 
four, C.M.G., director of the Wellcome Bu- 
reau of Scientific Research, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Leonard Dudgeon, F.RC.P., lecturer 
on general and special pathology at St 
Thomas’s Hospital, have gone to the Darda- 
nelles, as an advisory committee to assist the 
British Royal Army Medical Corps in dealing 
with epidemics. 

The St. Louis University has fitted up on 
expedition to make a study of tropical diseases 
and biology in British and Spanish Honduras. 
The party which left New Orleans on July 21, 
was composed of the following: John P. Coony, 
Pb.D., S.J., professor of chemistry; E. N. 
Tobey, M.D., instructor in tropical diseases, 
and A. M. Schwitalla, S J., A.M., a student in 
biology. 


VmVEBSlTJ AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS 
Mr. C. W. Dtson Perrins, who gave £5,000 
toward the construction of the University of 
Oxford chemical laboratory which is nearing 
completion, has lately offered to present to the 
university a further sum of £26,000, of which 
£5,000 is to be apt>lied to the equipment of the 
laboratory, and the remaining £20,000 is to 


form a permanent endownjent fund for mainte- 
nance of the laboratory and for the encourage- 
ment of research and instruction in chemistry. 

George Peadody College for Teachers has 
received $8,500 from Miss Eleanor Cuyler of 
New York City and Mr. Thos. DoWitt Cuyler 
of Philadelphia, for equipping the Jesup Psy- 
chology Laboratory. This amount of money is 
to be spent for furniture, laboratory equip- 
ment and psychological publications. 

Professor H. S. Jackson, of the Oregon 
Agricultural College, has accepted the posi- 
tion of head of the botanical department of the 
Agricultural Experiment Station of Purdue 
University, Lafayette, Indiana, to take effect 
Sei)tcmber first, as successor to Dr. J. 0. 
Arthur, who retires aa a beneficiary of the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching. 

Dr. E. W. Sinnott, of the Bussey Institu- 
tion, has been appointed professor of botany 
and genetics at the Connecticut Agricultural 
College. 

At Yale University, Reynold A. Spaeth, 
Ph.D. (Harvard, ’13), instructor in embryology 
at Clark University, has been appointed in- 
structor in biology in Yale College. 

The following appointments have been 
made at the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology: George Owen (M. L T,, ’94), assistant 
professor of rikval architecture; Royal M. 
Frye, A.B.. instructor in physics; Charles H. 
Calder, Horatio W. Lamson and Joseph C. 
MacKinnon, assistants in physics; Elwyn E. 
Snyder, Jr., assistant in industrial chemistry. 

At Rutgers College research assistants have 
been appointed as follows : 

Boland E. Curtis, B.S. (Oregon), soil bacteriology. 
F. E. Allison, B.S. (Purdue), M.S. (Iowa State), 

, Amos Phos fellow. 

Belman A. Wsksman, B.S. (Rutgers), soil bacter- 
iology. 

Carl R. Fellers, B.S. (Cornell), soy bean. 

William 8. Porte, B.S. (Rutgers), plant physiol- 
ogy. 

Orville Schultz, B.S. (Iowa State), plant breeding. 
W. H. Martin, B.S. (Maine), plant pathology. 

W. S. Krout, B.S., M.A. (Ohio State), plant 
pathology. 

Homer E. Carney, B.S. (Miami), botany. 
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A. C. Foster, B.S. (Alabama Polytechnic), botany, 
Frtoklm O, Church, B.S. (Eutgers), hydraulic 
engineering. 

F. P. Schlatter, B.S, (Pennsylvania State), cran- 
berry investigations. 

Dr, Francib Arthur Bainbridge, of the Uni- 
versity of Durham, has been appointed to the 
University of London chair of physiology ten- 
able at St. Bartholomew's Hospital Medical 
School. 


DISCUSSION AND COBUMPONDENCE 
LOSING THE ADVAKTAGE8 OP THE BINOMIAL SYSTEM 
OF NOMENCLATURE 

The communication from Dr. F. B. Sumner 
which appeared in Science for June 18 las.t on 
the subject of saving the genus as a category 
of zoological classification, is certainly a timely 
one, and expresses views that are by no means 
confined to its author. It will require but 
little examination of the facts to lead to the 
conclusion that not the enforcement of the law 
of priority, but unrestricted splitting of gen- 
era, is responsible for most of the confusion 
and instability which characterize zoological 
nomenclature to-day, and makes it a source 
of inconvenience and uncertainty, demanding 
from scientific men much profitless labor, and 
expenditure of mental energy sufficient to 
bring about important advances in science if 
it could be turned into some useful channel. 

Few zoologists ever stop to think how far 
we are getting away from a real binomial 
system of nomenclature. It is true that scien- 
tific names of animals still consist of two 
words, but only in a minority of cases does 
the first term of the binomial have any real 
meaning to us, or suggest ideas of a much 
broader and more comprehensive character 
than the second one. The genus name has be- 
come little more than a mere prefix to, or part 
of, the species name. The addition of a few 
more letters or syllables to the latter (to pre- 
vent confusion of organisms which have 
chanced to receive the same specific designa- 
tion) would serve the same purpose. Wo learn 
generic names, if we learn them at all, by 
mere acts of memory, and we use them because 
we find them in the latest monographs and 


might be thought not up to date if we did 
otherwise, but what the distinctions are be- 
tween these multitudes of closely allied genera 
we rarely stop to inquire. Indeed, if we do 
have interest enough to look up such points, 
the slight importance and complexity of the 
distinctions are apt to surprise and discour- 
age us, and convince us that we had better 
take the specialist's word for them, and spend 
our time and labor in some more useful way. 
In short, though our classification is binonual 
in form, it is only very imperfectly so in effect. 

Even within the memory of some scientific 
men living to-day, the system in use did still 
afford the practical advantages which secured 
the universal adoption of the system of Lin- 
nsens. The recognized genera, though even 
then being multiplied to an inconvenient ex- 
tent, were still in a majority of cases separated 
by sufficiently well-marked characters and not 
as yet too numerous to enable the professional 
zoologist and even the more serious amateur 
students of the science to recognize by name 
and classify a large proportion of the genera, 
and to recall some of their more important 
characters. A genus name had in those days 
a real meaning to some others be8i<le8 the spe- 
cialists in the class of animals to which the 
genus happened to belong. 

It would be a mistake to maintain that zoo- 
logical classification has suffered through the 
recognition of these minor subdivisions, They 
exist in nature, and should have a recognition 
commensurate with their importance. The 
older and more comprehensive genera are now 
in many cases treated as subfamilies or fam- 
ilies. Classification has gained in exactness 
and truthful representation of the facts, but 
through our neglect to keep the first term of 
our scientific names comprehensive in its ap- 
plication, and easily distinguished and re- 
membered in its meaning, we have allowed 
our nomenclature to lose most of the practical 
advantages and conveniences of the Linn«ean 
system. 

Unfortunately, specialists, as Dr. Sumner has 
hinted, are only too apt to study their speci- 
mens till they see only differences and loae 
sifi^t of much more important resemblance^ 
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and hence to commit in their own works the 
ofFeiLBes that they £nd fault with in the works 
of other authors. They should aometimea en- 
deavor to look upon their subject from the 
point of view of the general zoologist, and get 
a more correct perspective of the relative im- 
portance of characters than can be obtained if 
their ideas run too much within the narrow 
limits to which the study of restricted groups 
tends to confine them. Tf specialists will take 
the load in reducing to subgenera or sections 
many of the genera now recognized, other 
zoologists will be only too glad to follow them. 
Such a course would not for a moment require 
'the abandonment of those genera as divisions 
of classification, nor necessarily indicate the 
admission of any change of view as to their 
intrinsic importance; it would be merely a 
question to be decided on the basis of obtain- 
ing a nomenclature practical for zoologists in 
general. As it is now, our nomenclature is 
adapted for specialists only, and for each spe- 
cialist only for his own particular field of 
study. As far as the rest of the animal king- 
dom is concerned, he is in the same position 
as a general student of zoology, and finds the 
existing nomenclature as inconvenient as 
every one else does. 

One common practise seems to be especially 
illogical. That is the attempt to break up wdl- 
defined genera simply because they contain a 
largo number of species. Such genera exist in 
nature, as well as many genera with a few or 
with but one species, and this must be the 
case in our classification also if it is to be 
true to nature. It is claimed that large genera 
are “inconvenient,’^ but in such cases the in- 
convenience is not in the classification, but in 
nature itself, which has evolved a large assem- 
blage of closely allied forms, and it is often 
made worse rather than better by the attempt 
to distinguish genera which have no real 
dividing limits. 

The writer is inclined to question whether 
Dr. **Sumner has gone quite far enough in rec- 
ommending subgenera as substitutes for many 
of our present genera. Some of the latter 
hardly deserve even that low rank. A sub- 
genus receives a scientific name of the same 


form os a genus name, and afiords a standing 
temptation for the next specialist who makes 
a more minute division, to treat it as s genus, 
thereby changing the scientific names of all the 
species involved. Even if this never happens, 
scientific literature is burdened with a new 
technical name which adds its weight to the 
already excessively large proportion of zoo- 
logical subject-matter which consists of mere 
names of things, in distinction to real knowl- 
edge about animals. Names and technical 
words we must have, but whether we do it 
consciously or not, we use mental energy in 
learning and remembering and using them, or 
in looking them up in books. If neither neces- 
sity nor frequent and general usefulness justi- 
fies their existence they should be done away 
with, or, better still, never coined. The best 
carpenter or machinist neither needs nor desires 
the largest possible set of tools, and hesitates to 
encumber himself with extra ones which he 
has no real need of, and science would prob- 
ably bo as well off with fewer technical words. 

A method that has often been used and 
proved a satisfactory one for naming unim- 
portant groups is that of designating them by 
their best known or first described species. 
Such a system has been applied to the minor 
divisions of large genera, as Unio, by Simpson 
in his well-known synopsis of the Naiades, 
where he speaks of the “group of ZJnto gtb* 
hosus/* “the group of Unio Uttoralis,*' etc. 
Not only are no new words coined, but to those 
with some familiarity with the genera in ques- 
tion the groups are better understood than if 
they were called by some arbitrarily formed 
and no leas arbitrarily applied combinationa 
of Greek or Latin roots and suffixes. Simpson 
used this method only for assemblages of very 
nearly allied species, but it might well be ex- 
tended to many groups now treated as genera 
or subgenera. 

If instead of coining new technical words, 
simple and logically formed combinations of 
more or less familiar ones were more generally 
employed, we would be saved the necessity of 
learning and remembering, looking up and ex- 
plaining hundreds if not thousands of need- 
less words and names, and have a correspond- 



AtFGUST 1975] 


SCIENCE 


189 


ingly greater part of our time left for acquir- 
ing and employing really useful knowledge^ 
and the purposes and results of scientific in- 
vestigation would be understood and appreci- 
ated by a larger part of the public than is now 
the case. 

WiLLAiU) G. Van Name 

New York State Museum 

AMEniCAN SANITATION 

To THE Editor of Science: The writer has 
just finished reading Dr. Ford^s most interest- 
ing article on American Sanitation/^ in your 
issue of July 2, and wishes to endorse heartily 
the plea therein contained for more extensive 
and better training in public health. The 
writer feels, however, that he must differ with 
Dr, Ford as to the wisdom of excluding all but 
physicians from participation in health work. 
Dr. Ford evidently assumes that there is no 
essential difference between community hy- 
giene and personal hygiene, and that a thor- 
ough medical training, with its time-consum- 
ing studies of anatomy, histology, obstetrics, 
materia medica, etc., is essential before under- 
taking special work along the lines of sanita- 
tion, or the protection of the community from 
disease. 

The present writer holds no brief for the 
ordinary engineer in positions of high respon- 
sibility in general health work, but ho can not 
help feeling that a well-trained sanitary engi- 
neer would distinguish his incumbency of the 
health officership of a town, about as well as 
an eye and ear specialist would do. In fact, 
the chances are that neither would be conspicu- 
ously successful. 

The ideal health officer should be neither an 
MJ). nor a C.E. but should be an expert in 
community hygiene, such expertness combin- 
ing a knowledge of both branches (and some 
others). It should be possible for a young 
man desirous of entering the field of public 
health to secure training for that service with- 
out being compelled to undertake the study of 
a great many medical subjects which have to 
do with curative rather than with preventive 
medicine; and also without having to learn 
about hifidiways, railways and framed struc- 


tures. He should, upon completion of such 
a course of training, be thoroughly conversant 
with the causation and transmission of dis- 
ease; and have enough engineering training 
to enable him to look upon problems in munic- 
ipal sanitation with that sense of perspective 
which is found more highly developed among 
civil engineers than among physicians. 

An amusing story illustrating that lack of 
quantitative appreciation, or perspective is 
vouched for by one of the writer’s professional 
friends. A practising physician in one of our 
large cities sent a communication to the health 
commissioner in which he recommended the 
addition of some mild laxative to the city water 
to counteract the baleful effects of the coagu- 
lants applied previous to filtration. Of course, 
it is to be understood that this is recognized 
as an extreme case, but in the course of ten 
years’ experience as a sanitary engineer, the 
writer has heard many decidedly puerile things 
said by physicians who pretended to some 
knowledge of sanitation. 

Wm. T. Carpenter 

Brooklyn Sewage Disposal 
Experimental Station 

ANIMAL MALFORMATIONS 

To the Editor of Science ; Keferring to the 
communication on ‘‘ a chicken with four legs ” 
in Science, page 90, I would say, lest the mal- 
formation should be considered rare, that we 
have in this museum quite a number, fourteen 
from the chicken alone, showing various de- 
grees of the malformation ; also from the duck 
and turkey, and from some higher animals as 
the dog, pig and kitten. Technically the mal- 
formation is known as dipygus or preferably 
as dipygus parasitioua. D. S. Lamb 

U, 8. Army Medical Museum, 

Washington, D, C. 

THE LONG COST OF WAR 

To THE Editor of Science: The writer is 
interested in gathering material bearing on 
the eugenics of war and militarism. It is 
obvious that these influences tend to weaken a 
nation through the destruction of those phys- 
ically the best and through the debarring of 



190 


SCIENCE 


[N. 8. Voi.. XLH. No. 10T5 


tbe soldier from honorable parenthood. In 
addition to abundant records from Europe and 
America, we have the following facts from 
Japan. 

The war between China and Japan occurred 
twenty years ago. It involved the destruction 
of a large number of picked men of Japan and 
a corresponding reduction in the virility of the 
nation. The effects of the loss on the succeed- 
ing generation can not be felt until the chil- 
dren born in 1895 attain their majority. These 
results can be measured only in the reduced 
stature of the inconung conscripts and in the 
proportion of exemiitions from military service. 
^'Like the seed is the harvest,” The new 
generation takes the quality of those men and 
women who were its actual parents. Those 
whom war has destroyed, in general the 
stronger and the best developed physically, are 
not represenbid. 

According to the Asahi of Tokyo, as trans- 
lated in the Japan Chronicle, the number of 
available conscripts in Tokyo for this year is 
9,235, instead of 9,081. For a number of years 
there had been a steady increase of about 800. 
This falling off of 1,546 marks a decrease of 
over 16 per cent. In Kanda, the most densely 
populated ward of Tokyo, the decrease was 22 
per cent. 

In the whole nation, a slight increase of 
conscripts has taken place, 482,905 as against 
472,147 of 1914, But this rate of increase 
(9,000) ift only from thirty to fifty per cent, of 
the normal, which for years has ranged from 
20,000 to 30,000. 

More important than the reduction in num- 
bers is the lowering in quality. In Kanda in 
1914, twenty-four per cent, of the conscripts 
were passed as “ strong,” while in 1915, the 
percentage was thirteen per cent. (83 out of 
C35, instead of 194 out of 813). A much 
larger percentage of those sent to the barracks 
were of the “ average ” class. 

The birth-rate in Japan, as in every other 
nation, declined in time of war, to rise again 
at its conclusion. 

This decline of physique is a matter of con- 
cern to the military authorities of Japan, but 
they optimistically hope that it is of a tempo- 


rary nature. The Asahi concludes that 
of those who underwent conscript examina- 
tions this year were born during the war and 
therefore are sons of those too old or too weak 
to go to tbe front, and so it is no surprising 
thing if the conscripts of 1916 are of excep- 
tionally delicate constitution.” 

David Starr Jordan 

July 24, 1915 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

Key to the Families of North AmeAcan Jn- 
secis. By Charles T. Brues and A. L. 
Melander. Boston, Mass., and Pullman, 
Wash., published by the authors, 1916, 

Most modern works on entomology contain 
keys or tabular synopses, intended to facilitate 
the determination of families, genera and 
species. It is the experience of those who have 
classes in entomology that these keys are on 
the whole unsatisfactory, being frequently in- 
complete, incorrect or unintelligible. The most 
noteworthy exception is found in Williston^s 
" Manual of North American Diptera ” (1908), 
which, considering its scope, could hardly be 
improved. One who has constantly used 
Williston’a book for a number of years be- 
comes convinced that it is possible to prepare 
keys which will in nearly every case enable 
the student to determine the genus of the in- 
sect before him, especially when he has also the 
aid of numerous outline figures. It is really 
astonishing how soon a clever student will 
learn to use works of this kind ; at Boulder we 
find that students using an illustrated table of 
Rocky Mountain bees can frequently determine 
correctly as many as four genera in an hour, 
in spite of the fact that the insects and the 
kind of work arc new to them. Exceptional 
students do even better than this. 

The method having proved so satisfactory, 
Professors Brues and Melander thought it 
worth while to prepare a key to all the families 
of North American insects, illustrated, like 
Williston’s book, with many outline figures. 
Thus we have for the first time a complete 
synopsis of the families, whereby the student 
may find the place in the taxonomic system of 
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any insect he happens to have obtained. In 
preparing this key, the authors have taken 
advantage of all previous work which appeared 
serviceable, added to their own extensive 
knowledge of a number of groups, so the result 
is probably not far from the best attainable in 
the present state of our knowledge. The book 
will be invaluable to all students of entomol- 
ogy, and will be in constant use in every 
entomological laboratory. The details of in- 
sect classification are not so well established 
that it is possible to present a system which 
will be universally approved. In the present 
case we recognize a number of improvements 
over arrangements previously current, but we 
must protest against the uncritical adoption of 
the system of Handiirach. It is actually pro- 
posed to recognize five classes of insects, the 
additional four being made out of the Aptera, 
one of them containing the recently discovered 
Protura. Then, again, the old order Orthop- 
tera is divided into a long series of orders, 
placed in two subclasses. The reviewer has 
not critically reconsidered the whole subject to 
determine exactly what support may be found 
for all these changes, but neither has any one 
else in this country, so far as we know, for it 
would involve many months or years of inten- 
sive labor, with access to very large collections. 
The reviewer has however had much occasion 
to use Handlirsch^s great work “Die fosailen 
Insekten/' in which the new classification ap- 
pears, and has come to a clear estimate of its 
merits and faults. It is a wonderful compila- 
tion, showing enormous industry and great 
ability, and will always rank as a classic in 
the literature of entomology ; but in detail, and 
especially in its innovations, it is not to b© 
trusted, the taxonomic arrangements set forth 
with so much assurance being often based on 
very inadequate grounds or imperfect knowl- 
edge* It may well be that this author has been 
taken more seriously than he himself intended. 
A new classification, even if faulty, is of value 
if it stimulates thought and is received in a 
critical though friendly spirit; to adopt it 
en hhc without criticism is in a sense to do an 
injustice to the eminent author. 

Only frequent use will show how serviceable 


the key is in all its details. Undoubtedly many 
little changes will be required in the next 
edition. As the authors observe, the families 
are not of equal rank, and it seems impractica- 
ble to make them so. All the scale insects and 
mealy-bugs are still Cocci das, all the ants are 
called Formicidss, while the bees are divided 
into twelve families. 

T. D. A. OoOKERELt 
Univeesity of Colorado 


ON THE ACOUSTICS OF THE CBAPEL OF 
ADELBEET COLLEGE 

In Science of November 14, 1913, was pub- 
lished a short account of experiments made to 
determine the effect of a sounding board on 
the acoustic qualities of the chapel of Adelbert 
College. The sounding board, constructed at 
the suggestion of the architect of the building, 
and in accordance with his specifications, was 
of the canopy type, about six feet in diameter, 
and suspended about two feet above the head 
of the speaker. An investigation showed, as 
was not unexpected, that the sounding board 
was without noticeable effect, and it became 
necessary to try other remedies. 

A sufficiently detailed description of the inte- 
rior of the chapol is given in the previous 
article, and need not be repeated. The ceiling 
of the building is of wood, the walls are in part 
of stone, and in part of plaster laid directly 
upon the stone without lath or furring. 

There was no evidence, as was before stated, 
of special or local echoes. The difficulty was 
plainly one of excessive reverberation, due to 
the insufficient absorbing power of the walls 
and ceiling. It was evident that the only 
effective remedy was to cover a portion of the 
walls with highly absorbent material, after the 
manner devised by Professor Sabine, of Har- 
vard University. The generosity of tlie donors 
of the chapel provided the necessary means ; the 
work was intrusted to an ** acoustic engineer,'’ 
a former student of Professor Sabine's, and 
Mr. Sabine himself was good enough to aid 
with counsel and suggestion. 

Calculation showed that a reasonably effect- 
ive treatment might be obtained by covering 
the ceiling and the upper part of the walk 
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down to the springing of the window arches 
with a specially prepared felt. 

The felt as actually applied was two inches 
thick on the ceiling, one inch thick on the side 
walls. The work was carried out with admir- 
able efficiency and carefulness. The appear- 
ance of the chapel was practically unchanged, 
so that no one, unaware of the treatment, would 
have guessed that any application of the kind 
had been made. 

Experiments extending over one college year 
were made to test the effectiveness of the ar- 
rangement. 

A college chapel service, where attendance 
is required, affords a unique opportunity for 
a study of tliis kind. Five regular services 
weekly are held in the Adalbert College chapel. 
One of these is a musical service; the other 
four generally include a short address on some 
practical or ethical subject. The services are 
conducted by a number of clergymen from the 
city, each of whom officiates in general all the 
four days in a given week. It is possible, 
therefore, for an observer to listen to the same 
speaker for four successive days. The audi- 
ence is practically the same each day, and the 
general conditions are nearly constant, so that 
the observations made on successive days are 
comparable to a satisfactory degree. 

Tbe experiments consisted simply in listen- 
ing to a speaker on successive days, from 
different parts of the auditorium, and noting 
down in each case the percentage of the words 
spoken which were clearly understood. Effort 
was made to consider only words which were 
definitely beard, excluding as far as might be 
those gained by association from the context. 
Previous experiments, in connection with the 
sounding-board, had given some facility in 
this kind of work, Of course, only a rough ap- 
proximation is possible, yet the margin of error 
is perhaps less than would be at first supposed. 
The attention is fixed, not on the number of 
words understood, but on the number missed- 
It is easy to distinguish approximately be- 
tween the loss of one word in five, one in ten, 
one in twenty; these correspond to an audibil- 
ity of BO, 90 and 95 per cent, respectively. 
95 per cent, means excellent hearing, 90 per 


cent, is fair, but if the number of words heard 
is only 80 per cent, of the whole, the hearing Is 
positively poor, and below this rune rapidly 
into unintelligibility. Perfectly satisfactory 
hearing, clear and sharp, without effort or close 
attention, is rated at 100 per cent. 

Four Seats were chosen as places of observa- 
tion, one in the front row of the gallery at the 
back of the chapel, perhaps ninety-five feet 
from the pulpit where the speaker stood, three 
on the floor, seat AA, immediately under the 
front edge of the gallery, about ninety feet 
from the speaker, seats V and Q, respectively 
seventy-five and fifty-five feet from the speaker. 
The observer sat on successive days in each of 
these seats in rotation, making notes as sug- 
gested above. 

The chapel was treated with the absorbent 
felt during the summer vacation of 1914. The 
experiments began in February, 1914, while 
the chapel was in its original condition, while 
the second set, after the treatment of the 
walls, extended from the latter part of Septem- 
ber, 1914, to the end of February, 1915, the 
whole including two college semesters. 

The relative number of words heard in the 
case of each speaker having been evaluated as 
closely as possible, the results were averaged 
for each position of the hearer. For example, 
in the seat A A, ninety feet from the speaker, 
25 experiments were made during the first 
semester, varying in intelligibility from 10 
per cent to 95 per cent. The average of all 
the speakers was 71 per cent. This moans that 
on the average more than one word in four was 
missed by the bearer. In almost every case 
the necessary attention was recorded as care- 
ful” or ^'strained.” Listening was weari^ 
some, and it was often impossible to follow in- 
telligently tbe purport of the address. 

In the second semester, sitting in the same 
position, 28 speakers were heard. The average 
audibility was 91 per cent The attention 
given was recorded as “easy” in about half 
the cases, as “careful” in the others. In no 
case was a tense or strained attention needful. 

The improvement in hearing was greatest, 
of course, in the case of those who were heard 
with difficulty, though in all oases the gain was 
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marked. One speaker iu particular, as the re- 
sult of several hearing, in the first half-year 
"was rated at 10 per cent., in the second at 76 
per cent. 

Of the different speakers, six were heard in 
both of the semestora, and are thus more di- 
rectly comparable than the others. Their aver- 
age for the first semester was 64 per cent., for 
the second, 92 per cent., that is, while during 
the first semester more than one word out of 
every throe was unintelligible, only about one 
in twelve was unheard in the second. 

The effect was even more striking in seat 
V. Before the treatment of the chapel the 
average audibility was 71 per cent., exactly 
the same as at the greater distance, showing 
that the advantage gained by a somewhat 
nearer approach to tlie speaker was completely 
nullified by the disturbances from reverbera- 
tion. Tlio attention, as in the seat AA, was 
careful or strained. After the treatment the 
average audibility rose to nearly 96 per cent., 
nearly perfect hearing, and the attentioix in 
most cases was noted as easy. 

In seat Q, about fifty-five feet from the 
speaker, the audibility rose from an average of 
95 per cent, in the first semester to 100 per 
cent, in each separate case in the second. 

The results are suiumnrized below for more 
easy comparison. 

AVBBAQE OF ALL SPEAKERS 

Firm Sem- Soennd Hem- 
eater. Per ester, Per 


Seat Cent. Cent. 

AA 71 91 

V 71 96 

Q 95 100 


The seat in the gallery gave exactly similar 
results, but the number of experiments made 
in this seat was so email that the averages are 
not included in the table. 

The condition of the auditorium at present 
is satisfactory. It is quite possible that a 
slight further reduction of reverberation might 
be made with advantage to the spoken word, 
but tlie effect of music, wjxich forme an impor- 
tant part of the uses of the building, would be 
correspondingly injured* 

It may be worth while further to remark 


that the calculations as to the effect of rever- 
beration could have been as well made, plan 
and materials being given, before the erection 
of the building as afterward. It is a pity that 
architects still construct buildings of this kind 
without giving careful attention to their ex- 
pected uses, trusting to good fortune for acous- 
tic fitness which might easily and certainly be 
insured in advance. 

Frank P, Whitman 

Physical Laboratory, 

Western Reserve University 


SPECIAL ABTICLE8 

TWO COLOR MUTATIONS OP RATS WHICH SHOW 
PARTIAL COUPLING 

In the American Naturalist for February, 
1914, Castle described two yellow-coated vari- 
eties of the Norway rat (Mus norvegicus) 
which had recently been discovered in Eng- 
land, and both of which had been found to 
behave as Mendelian recessive characters in 
heredity. One of these was called “ pink-eyed 
yellow.” the other black-eyed yellow.” A 
more appropriate name for the latter would be 
‘^red-eyed yellow” (which we shall hereafter 
use), since the eyes in this variety are not as 
dark as in wild gray or tame black rats, but 
the red blood of the eye shows through, par- 
ticularly when the animal is young, giving 
the eye in a favorable light a reddish tinge. 

Upon crossing the two yellow varieties with 
each other, we found them to be complemen- 
tary. The Fi young obtained wore none of 
them yellow, but were all either gray or black 
coated; yet it should be noted that they were 
in no case as dark as ordinary gray or black 
rats. Nevertheless F* young with coats of nor- 
mal intensity were later obtained, so that the 
paleness of the F^ young was evidently due 
rather to their being heteroEygoua for the two 
complementary factors, than to any failure of 
one variation completely to supply what was 
lacking in the other. 

Each of the yellow varieties was also found 
to be different in nature from ordinary albin- 
ism, as seen in white rats, since when it was 
crossOd with albinos it produced only fully 
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pigmented (gray or black) rats, which when 
orOBsed with each other produced an F, gen- 
eration consisting of approximately 9 gray or 
black rats to 3 yellows, and 4 albinos, a typical 
dihybrid result. 

But the moat interesting aspect of the two 
yellow variations is their apparent “negative 
coupling ” or mutual “ repulsion,” a phenome- 
non first discovered by Bateson and Punnett in 
plants, but since observed in insects by Mor- 
gan and Tanaka. This repulsion, in the case 
of the two yellow variations of rats, is incom- 
plete, as is true in most recorded cases of re- 
pulsion, and it indicates, if we adopt Morgan's 
manner of explaining it, a location near to- 
gether in the germ-plasm of the respective de- 
terminers or “ genes ” for red-eyed and for 
pink-eyed yellow. 

The evidence for this partial repulsion is as 
follows: When the gray or black rats, ob- 
tained by intercrossing the yellow varieties, 
were themselves intercrossed, they produced 
an Fa generation which contained 102 gray or 
black young, 65 red-eyed yellows, and 43 pink- 
eyed yellows, 

To ascertain the gametic composition of the 
yellow Fj, animals, (1) the extracted red-eyed 
yellows were mated with yellows of the pure 
pink-eyed race, and (2) the extracted pink- 
eyed yellows were mated with pure red-eyed 
yellows. Twenty-eight test matings of the 
first sort have been made and twenty-seven of 
the second sort, with the following results. 

In 20 matings, extracted red-eyed yellows 
mated with pure pink-eyed yellows have pro- 
duced only black-eyed young (grays or blacks), 
while in the remaining 8 matings both black- 
eyed young (grays or blacks) and pink-eyed 
young have been produced. The red-eyed pa- 
rent, in the former type of mating, must have 
lacked altogether the gene for pink-eye, while 
in the latter type of mating it must have been 
heterozygous for pink-eye. If we designate 
the (recessive) gene for red-eye by r and the 
(likewise recessive) gene for pink-eye by p, 
then the Fa red-eyed yellows tested must evi- 
dently have been of the two types rr (20 cases) 
and rrp (9 cases), respectively. The former 
type, when mated with pure pink-eyed animals 


(pp)> would produce only double heteroxygotes 
(pr), whereas the latter would produce either 
double heterozygotes (pr) or homozygous pinks 
heterozygous for red-eye (ppr). On the theory 
of probability, if red-eye and pink-eye are pro- 
duced by wholly independent genes, we should 
expect animals of the former type to be only 
half as common as animals of the latter type 
in a population of extracted (Fa) red-eyed yel- 
lows, hut ohservaiion shows them in this case 
to he more than twice as common! Hence 
there is a strong presumption that red-eye and 
pink-eye depend uxx)n genes not wholly uncon- 
nected with each other. This presumption is 
strengthened by the results obtained by test- 
ing the extracted F, pink-eyed yellows by 
mating them with pure red -eyed yellows. 
Twenty-seven such animals were tested, of 
which 19 produced only black-eyed young 
(grays or blacks), while 0 produced both black- 
eyed (gray or black coated) and red-eyed (yel- 
low) young, and 2 others produced only red- 
eyed (yellow) young. 

All the pink-eyed F, animals tested must 
have been homozygous for pink-eye (otherwise 
they would not have shown pink-eye), but as 
regards the possession of red-eye it is evident 
that conceivably they might (1) lack it alto- 
gether, (2) be heterozygous for it, or (8) might 
be homozygous for it, conditions which would 
be expressed by the formulas pp, ppr and pprr, 
respectively. Animals of the first sort (pp), 
if mated with pure red-eyed animals, should 
produce only black-eyed young (grays or 
blacks, the observed result in 19 cases) ; ani- 
mals of the second sort (ppr) should produce 
some young black-eyod and others red-eyed 
(the observed result in 6 cases); animals of 
the third sort (pprr) should produce only red- 
eyed yellow young, an expectation realized in 
2 cases. The chance expectations for the oc- 
currence of these three sorts of results are as 
1:2:1; the observed occurrences are widely 
difiexent, viz., 20 : 6 : 2. 

If the repulsion between the two yellow vari- 
ations were complete, no F# individuals of 
classes 2 and 8 (ppr and pprr) would be fonned, 
but all Fi pink-eyed yellows would be of class 1 
(pp). The fact that classes 2 and 3 are 
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formed but are much smaller than expected 
shows that pariial repulsion exists between the 
two yellow variations. In the origin of the 
55 yellow rats which have been tested, 110 
gametes were involved. Inspection of the re- 
sults shows that in 92 of these gametes the 
factors for red-eye and pink-eye remained 
apart, as they were originally ; but in 18 of them 
a cross-over must have occurred producing a 
gamete which contained both factors. This 
ratio of 92 unchanged to 18 cross-over gametes 
(or 5.1 to 1) among the gametes which pro- 
duced the yellow rats, should give nearly, 
though not quite, the gametic ratio among all 
gameMa produced by the rats. This true 
gametic ratio may be shown by the foregoing 
figures to be about 4.6 to 1 and the per cent, of 
cross-overs to be about 18. 

Animals of class 3 (pprr), homozygous for 
both kinds of yellow, should produce gametes 
in which these two characters would show posi- 
tive coupling instead of repulsion. This mat- 
ter is now being investigated with the idea of 
finding a quantitative expression for the 
strength of the coupling and comparing it with 
the strength of the repulsion already demon- 
strated, 

W. E. Castle, 
Sewall Wright 

Bussey Institution, 

June 28, 1915 

TOXICITY AND MALNUTRITION ' 

The concept denoted by the word ** toxicity ” 
contains an element essentially physiological 
in its nature and describes primarily not so 
much a chemical property of a given sub- 
stance as the result of a chemical reaction of 
this substance with on© or mow constituents 
of a given organism. Thus the effects pro- 
duced by the chemical substance on the organ- 
ism are obviously due to the chemical prop- 
erties both of the substance itself and of the 
tissues of the organism. Hence, while derived 
in part from the chemical properties of the 
substance, toxicity does not exist apart from 
the oiganism and can be asserted of any given 

il^ubllshed by permisaloa of the Secretary of 
Agriculture. 


substance only after fitting ©xiieTiments have 
been carried out on the organism in question. 
In contrast to this property, the purely chem- 
ical properties, such as acidity or alkalinity, 
exist apart from any relation to the organism. 
When a given chemical substance possessed of 
specific properties comes in contact with an 
organism which of course is essentially made 
up of substanoes having likewise definite 
chemical properties, the reactions which follow 
in accordance with the laws governing chem- 
ical behavior are capable of description by 
means of chemical terms, but from the stand- 
point of the organism a physiological result 
has occurred defined not in terms of ions and 
molecules, but in terms of function. When, as 
a result of the chemical reaction, the organism 
is so modified as to cause the non-performance 
or imperfect performance of function a more 
or less marked physiological injury is recog- 
nized. If the injury involves sufficiently im- 
portant functions and the reaction is irrever- 
sible, death results. Should functional activity 
be impaired only in nonessential particulars or 
should the reaction be reversed, life may per- 
sist in spite of permanent injury or recovery 
may take place. If the arrest or derangement 
of function is sufficiently thorough and prompt, 
the organism is said, in popular phrase, to be 
poisoned and the chemical substance enter- 
ing into the disturbing reaction is said to be a 
toxic” substance. In view of these consid- 
erations there seems to be no scientific ground 
for limiting tho term toxicity” to the pop- 
ular conception. 

Toxicity ” results in functional impair- 
meiit due to chemical reaction and, accurately 
speaking, is more a matter of kind than of 
degree. If this impairment proceeds to the 
point of death there might seem to be a basis 
for distinction between this result and that of 
a less serious injury not so terminating. How- 
ever, if death takes place indirectly and re- 
motely through secondary changes initiated 
by the chemical reaction, tlie organism would 
still have been “poisoned.” If functional in- 
jury, however slight and remote, should follow 
from the chemical reaction, it would still be in 
kind a “ toxic ” action. 
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The terms "toxic” and "poisonous,” as 
used popularly in characterizing chemical sub- 
atancea, are subject to still another considera- 
tion. Substances like corrosive sublimate, 
copi)er salts, hydrochloric acid and phenol, are 
popularly called "toxic” substances because, 
in concentrations familiarly used, they pro- 
duce such marked chemical reactions in organ- 
isms as to cause serious impairment of func- 
tion and perhaps death. It should be borne in 
mind, however, that these substances lose their 
ability to act toxically on sufficient dilution, 
and even the so-called harmless chemical 
agents when sufficiently concentrated, if still 
soluble, become harmful. The question of 
toxic action, therefore, comes down finally not 
only to a matter of the chemical properties of 
substances, but eciually to a question of the con- 
centration of the solution in which they en- 
counter the organism. It would follow that 
perhaps all substances acting singly are poten- 
tially toxic. 

It might seem that water, at least, would 
escape the suspicion of being " poisonous.” Of 
course, pure water is practically unknown to 
biology and little can be asserted concerning 
its action on organisms. When this substance 
is referred to, distilled water, a dilute solution 
of various substances, is usually meant The 
work of a host of investigators on distilled 
water has led to a great variety of results, a 
fact due on the one hand, doubtless, to the 
great variation in the water used, and, on the 
other, to the varying susceptibility of the ex- 
perimental organisms employed. It has, how- 
ever, been repeatedly shown that very minute 
traces of salts are able to profoundly modify 
the physiological properties characteristic of 
highly purified water. 

It has been shown that distilled water with- 
draws small quantities of electrolytes from 
various organisms of both plant and animal 
origin, with the result that as this process ad- 
vances, the water becomes an increasingly con- 
centrated solution of ions. The ability of 
FundtUw to resist the action character- 
istic of water rendered in a scientific sense 
even approximately pure, as dUimed by Loeb, 


seems to be very unusual. It would be of in- 
terest to know accurately what the ion concen- 
tration of the distilled water used in these in- 
vestigations might have been at the beginning 
of the experiment and after it bad been oocu- 
pied by the Fundulus eggs. 

If toxicity is indicated by functional de- 
rangement due to chemical reactions, th m i 
clearly nothing can be toxic in its action that 
can not produce chemical change in the organ- 
ism. In other words, mere absence con not 
furnish a ground for charges of toxicity 
against any substance. If the solution irom 
which a necessary substance is lacking causes 
the development of toxic properties (». e., func- 
tional derangement due to chemical modifica- 
tions produced in the organism by the external 
medium) the reaction causing the derange- 
ment must proceed from the substanoes in posi- 
tion to affect the organism. Hence, incom- 
plete nutrient media or unbalanced solutions, 
both producing functional derangement, bring 
about this effect through the reactions per- 
formed by the substances present, certainly not 
by those not present. Perhaps the most satis- 
factory approach to the situation is seen through 
the relation supposed by Loeb and others to 
exist between ions and proteins in the living 
organism. For normal functioning certain 
affinities in the proteins of the organism must 
be occupied by certain ions in a rather definite 
way. When one such ion is lacking to the 
medium, the affinities normally occupied by 
it are satisfied in a chemical way by ions pres- 
ent without, however, satisfying the corre- 
sponding physiological requirement. While, 
therefore, the absence of a necessary ion gives 
the opportunity for the harm-bringing re- 
action to take place, the actual damage is 
wrought within the by constituents actu- 
ally there present. Thus, a medium char- 
acterized as deficient or unbalanced becomes 
actively injurious through the effects produced 
by the ions that are present, and malnutrition, 
starvation, or even a more violent type of 
chemical injury may appear. 

H. Taim 

Buekau of Plant iKousTRy, 

TJ. 8. Department of Agriculture 
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THE SISE OF NATURAL SJ8T0BT 
MUSEUMS^ 

Whence they come and whither they go 
are inquiries that should be made from time 
to time by all institutions in order that they* 
may profit by the experiences of the past 
and survey the way of the future. Owing 
to obvious limitations, I shall attempt to 
sketch the growth of but a single division 
of the museums represented in this associa- 
tion, leaving to others the rounding out of 
the inquiry if it shall ever seem to them 
desirable to do so. 

A desire to preserve objects of nature 
which aroused special interest or possessed 
unusual powers may be presumed to have 
been an instinct of the earliest man. We 
may imagine the cave man storing in his 
cave the bright gem, or curious seed, or rare 
animal skin which attracted his attention 
and, perchance, urging upon his descend- 
ants the desirability of preserving it. Such 
instincts are undoubtedly possessed by bar- 
barous tribes. But such hoards have no 
permanent value or maintenance as long as 
there is a lack of a fixed habitation or of a 
social organization sufficiently strong to 
pass them from one generation to another. 
Hence, it may be noted in passing, an essen- 
tial condition for the existence of museums 
is a sufficiently civilized and permanent 
state of society to preserve objects from 
generation to generation. 

In the life of the ancient Egyptians con- 
ditions making toward the preservation of 
natural objects doubtless became more 
favorable than had previously been the 

I Presidential address read at the meeting of 
the American Association of Museums, San Fran- 
cisco* 
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caBe^ since there are preserved to us from 
their time many objects of their art which 
were originally objects of nature. While 
material which they prized now occupies 
an honored place in our museums and their 
civilization was instrumental in preserving 
it to us, there is no evidence, so far as I 
know, that they undertook the collection 
and preservation of natural objects for 
their own sake. 

The Greeks gave us the word museum^ 
but that they ever established a museum in 
the modem sense seems very unlikely. 
Whatever their practise may have been re- 
garding the preservation and exhibition of 
works of art, it seems quite certain that 
they carried on little, if any, effort of this 
kind with regard to nature. Alexander the 
Great, about 325 b.o., is said to have gath- 
ered together many animals and plants in 
order that they might be studied by Aris- 
totle, *‘the father of natural history/’ but 
so far as we know no effort was made to 
preserve these specimens to later times. 
The first record of placing natural history 
specimens on exhibition is said to be that 
made when Haimo, a Carthaginian, some- 
what before Alexander’s time, procured 
skins of gorillas in Africa and put them in 
the temple of Astarte. We also know that 
the monstrous horns of wild bulls which had 
occasioned great devastation in Macedonia 
were hung in the temple of Hercules by 
order of King Philip. 

The Eomans seem, like the Greeks, not to 
have taken much interest in the preserva- 
tion of natural objects, at least as far as any 
record has reached the preisent time. We 
know that emperors and other individuals 
possessed collections of statues and other 
works of art, and among these we find oc- 
casional mention of the preservation of so- 
called ‘^natural curiosities,” such as bones 
of giants or peculiar human skeletons, but 
that any broad interest in nature existed 


which led to efforts to preserve and study 
its forms we have no record. Stray sources 
of information tell us of a crocodile, found 
in attempting to discover the sources of the 
Nile, being preserved in the temple of Isis 
at Cesorea, also that a large piece of the 
root of the cinnamon tree was kept in a 
golden vessel in one of the temples at Home, 
Pliny relates that the bones of a sea mon- 
ster, probably a whale, ”to which Andro- 
meda was exposed,” were preserved at 
Joppa and afterwards brought to Rome. 
Suetonious says that the Emperor Augustus 
had a collection of natural curiosities in his 
palace. 

One reason suggested by Beckmann for 
the rarity of collections of natural objects 
among ancient peoples was the lack of 
knowledge of satisfactory means of pre- 
serving such as were perishable. The pre- 
servative virtues of what was then called 
” spirit of wine,” but which we now know 
os alcohol, seem to have been but little 
known, and only immersion in salt brine or 
a covering with wax or honey served at 
that time for the preservation of perishable 
materials. 

The great institute of Alexandria in 
Egypt, founded in the third century B.o., 
is generally spoken of as being the first 
natural-history museum of antiquity, but 
while this had botanical and zoological 
gardens, there is little reason to suppose 
that it was a museum of nature in the mod- 
em sense. The name museum in that insti- 
tution was applied to a portion set apart for 
the study of sciences, and indicated rather a 
place of study than one for exhibition of 
objects. 

Prom the fourth to the seventeenth cen- 
tury A.D.,. according to Goode, the term mu- 
seum dropped out of use and the idea for 
which it stood must also have been dor- 
mant, yet even in those times many monas- 
teries bad collections of curiosities. In the 
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treasuries of churches also were often pre- 
served curiosities and rarities brought home 
by pilgrims or travelers. ‘ * In some 
churches,” we are told, “eggs of ostriches 
and other things of like kind, which cause 
admiration and which are rarely seen, are 
accustomed to be suspended, that by their 
means the people may be drawn to church 
and have their minds the more affected.” 
A few such objects may still be seen in 
churches. Thus, according to Murray, in 
the porch of the Cathedral of Merseburg, 
on the Saale, there is a large carapace of a 
tortoise. There are “antediluviau” bones 
in the church of St. Kilian at Heilbronn, and 
in the old Eomanesque church of Alpirs- 
bach, in the Black Forest. One hangs in 
the western entrance of the Cathedral of 
Halberstadt, and used to be passed off as 
one of the bones of Jonah whale; while 
on the wall opposite hangs what was called 
a thunderbolt— or what we would now call 
a stone axe — kept as a protection against 
drought and lightning. In the choir of the 
parish church at Ensisheim, in Upper 
Alsace, there is a portion of a meteorite 
which fell in 1492. In the parish church 
of Petty, on the Moray Frith, the bones of 
a giant known as “Little John” were pre- 
served in the sixteenth century. Giants’ 
bone.s were also preserved in the Cathedral 
of Vienna, Boccaccio records that, in his 
day, in the Church of the Annunciation in 
Trapani, in Sicily, three teeth weighing a 
hundred ounces, of an enormous giant of 
200 cubits in height, were hung up on a 
wire. From such preservations as these it 
was but a step to collections made by travel- 
ers and maintained for their own interest 
and the gradual accumulation of natural 
<*jBcts under the roofs of colleges and 
mtiversities. Of such collections there were 
aeveral of which we have record in the 
aementeenth century, 

Certain natural objects seemed at this 


time to be especially desired. These were 
(1) the horn of a unicorn, a fabulous ani- 
mal which some one was always just on the 
point of seeing, but never did; (2) Egyp- 
tian mummies, whole, if possible, but if not 
in part; (3) bones of giants, now known to 
be fossil elephants’ bones but then regarded 
as human; (4) human skulls, especially 
those of criminals; (5) horns of deer or 
elk; (6) objects known as ceraunuB, then 
thought to be thunderbolts but now known 
to be stone axes; (7) objects called glos- 
sopeirm, then regarded as serpents’ tongues, 
now known to be arrow heads or fossil 
shark’s teeth. Nearly all of these objects 
were believed to have great medicinal vir- 
tue and, moreover, by the mystery of their 
origin, appealed to the belief in the miracu- 
lous which characterized the time, 

A traveler’s description of the contents 
of the Museum of Ludovico Settala, a physi- 
cian of Milan, Italy, gives an idea of how 
many such museums were filled in the 
seventeenth century. “Here we observ’d,” 
he says, “several sorts of very ingenious 
machines contriv’d for finding out the Per- 
petual Motion, looking glasses of all sorts, 
dials, musical instruments, books, medals, 
curious keys and locks, fruits, stones, min- 
erals, animals; a prodigious variety of 
shells; and a great piece of cloth made of 
asbestos.” The collection of the University 
of Leyden, according to a catalogue pub- 
lished in 1691, contained among other 
things “a Norway house, built of beams 
without mortar or stone ; shoes and sandals 
from Bussia, Siam and Egypt; Chinese 
songs, paper, books; Egyptian mummies 
and idols; an hand of a Meermaide; a 
mushroom above 100 years old ; a thunder- 
bolt and a ‘mallet or hammer’ which the 
label said ‘the savages in New York still 
kill with.’ ” 

In the arrangement of these museums 
dedorative effects were sought after rather 
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than any scientific order. The arrange- 
ment of the Woimian museum, which was 
one of the most celebrated museuiiiH of the 
seventeenth century, probably typifies that 
of many. ‘ ‘ On the floor and on two 
shelves above it,” we are told, *‘were boxes 
and trays containing small objects, begin- 
ning with earths and salts and proceeding 
in order through the mineral, vegetable and 
animal idngdoms, till they ended with parts 
of animals. Interspersed amongst these 
there was a miscellaneous assemblage of 
statuary, antiquities, birds, flsh, bones, 
coraJs and petrifactions. The upper part 
of the wall was covered with tortoises, croc- 
odiles, lizards, skeletons, spears, lances, 
arrows, paddles and costumes from Green- 
land. Between the windows hung horns, 
antlers and heads of deer and other ani- 
mals ; underneath on the floor lay vertebrae 
of a whale. Prom the roof were suspended 
a great polar boar, a shark and other flsh, 
various birds and an Esquimaux kayak.” 
The anatomical collection at Dresden is said 
to have been arranged like a pleasure 
garden, skeletons being interwoven with 
branches of trees in the form of hedges so 
as to form vistas. In the anatomical mu- 
seum of Frederick Ruysch at Amsterdam, 
plants disposed in nosegays, and shells ar- 
ranged in figures, were mixed with skeletons 
of animals and anatomical preparations. 
The so-called decoration of a cabinet or mu- 
seum was also deemed of much importance 
in these times. The tops of the presses or 
cases, we are told, were frequently orna- 
mented with shells of great size, wasp nests, 
rhinoceros horns, an elephant’s trunk, the 
horn of a unicorn, urns and busts of ala- 
baster, jasper, marble, porphyiy, or serpen- 
tine. Here likewise were placed figures of 
antique bronze, large lithophytea, animals 
made of shell, gourds cut in two; little 
tranks of bark, books made of the palm 
tree, globes, spheres, etc. Even of the 


British Museum as late as 1786 a visitor 
said that ”it contains many collections in 
natural history ; but, with the exception of 
some fish in a small apartment, which are 
begun to be classed, nothing is in order, 
everything is out of place ; and this as- 
semblage appears rather an immense maga- 
zine in which things have been thrown at 
random than a scientific collection destined 
to instruct and honor a nation.” Amid 
such chaos it is little to be wondered at that 
the great naturalists of the time, such as 
Linneeus, Cuvier and Buffon, set them- 
selves above all things to the task of bring- 
ing about order, so that system and syste- 
matists ruled the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries till their dominance became in 
turn so great that a revolt appeared which 
we have witnessed in our own time. The 
chaotic condition of these centuries was in 
part the result of the times. The discovery 
of the new world had brought a flood of 
new material to the old, and inquiry and 
interest wore active on every hand. The 
acquisition of new material was deemed 
more important than the study of that al- 
ready possessed. Moreover, it was still the 
age of wonder, and the exceptional things 
were sought after instead of the common 
things. The wonder excited by an object 
of course depends largely upon the inter- 
pretation given it, so that many things 
which seem common and ordinary enough 
to us to-day were at that time deemed of 
great interest. Again the museums had in 
but few cases attained to the dignity of 
public support, so that those who were in 
charge of them had to depend upon fees for 
most of their maintenance. This led to ft 
tendency to procure and exhibit material 
possessing some morbid or vulgar interegt 
in order that greater attendance might he 
secured and larger remuneration thus ^ 
tained. 

Murray says: 
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While ait enormous quantity of material was 
collected in these museums it was only gradually 
that its real value began to be appreciated, and 
that it was turned to proper account. The early 
museums often had certain definite aims, and were 
intended to be exponents of science; but natural 
history was hampered by traditional opinions, and 
physical science was over-weighted by metaphysics. 
Kverything was explained, but the explanations 
had always to be in accord with a<’.cepted doctrines 
of logic and metaphysics, which had themselves in 
turn to square with theology. The wonders of na- 
ture had an extraordinary fascination for men of 
science, who were constantly on the lookout for 
them. Any variatiou of the ordinary type of tho 
common object was eagerly sought after, and the 
more extraordinary it was the greater was its at- 
traction. Hence museums had a tendency to rep- 
resent the abnormal rather than the normal, what 
was rare rather than what was common. A mu- 
seum was a collection of curiosities, and although 
the word curiosity in its older sense had a 
broader meaning than at present, there was gen- 
erally implied in It the idea of Btraageness or 
rarity. The object to which it was applied was to 
be regarded as worthy of being looked at because 
it was odd or rare. 

Among early museums which have sur- 
vived until our own day the history of the 
Ashmolean Museum established at Oxford 
in 1682 may be considered typical. This 
had its origin in material gathered by John 
Tradesoant and his son earlier in the cen- 
tury. Their collections were extensive and 
included materials illustrating not only 
natural history but industrial art and 
coins. Their collecting seems to have been 
of an indiscriminate character and without 
definite olaKdfication. These collections 
were acquired by Elias Ajshmole in 1659 
and passed by gift to the University of Ox- 
ford in 1682. We are told : 

On the fifteenth day of May, 1679, the first stone 
ol that stately fabric, afterward called Ashmole^B 
UuMom, was laid on the west side of the theater, 
sad being finished by the begUming of Marche 
IfiSfi, there was put therein, on the twentieth day 
of the same month, about 12 cart loads of rarities 
sent to Oxon by Mr. Ashmole; Which, being fixed 
in their proper places by Rob. Plot, IiL.D., who 


before had been intrusted with the custody of the 
said museum, were first of all publicly viewed on 
the twenty-first of May following by his royal high- 
ness James, Duke of York, his royal consort 
Josepba Maria, Princess Anne and their attend- 
ants, and on the twenty-fourth of the same month 
by the doctors and masters of the university. 

Thus rapidity of installation and diffi- 
culty of access seem to have characterized 
this museum. While the museum was evi- 
dently invested with a certain amount of 
importance, it could hardly have been 
highly appreciated at the time. Edward 
Young called it “ Ashmole ’s baby house,” 
and the curator, though a man of much 
learning, received no salary. 

Some have urged that because they were 
derived from single collections, the early 
museums were, as a rule, confined to spe- 
cial lines, and that museums of broader 
scope were a product of later development. 
But so far as I can judge from accounts, 
the early museums w^ere usually miscel- 
laneous in their character, and develop- 
ment along narrower lines has been a mod- 
ern practise. Such certainly was the 
history of the British Museum. This origi- 
nated largely from two collections, one that 
of Robert, Hubert, who had a collection 
“of many natural rarities” which he had 
gathered, according to the account, “with 
great industry, cost, and thirty years* 
travel in foreign countries.” The other, 
and the collection upon which the British 
Museum was chiefly based, was that of Sir 
Hans Sloane (1660-1752/3), a celebrated 
physician, president of the College of 
Physicians and of the Royal Society of 
England He early commenced to form a 
museum, and continued to add to it with- 
out intermission until the close of his long 
life. In 1687 he made a voyage to Jamaica, 
and is said to have been the first man of 
learning whom the love of science alone led 
to that* then distant, part of the globe. He 
brought home with him not fewer than 800 
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different species of plants, and this was the 
first large accession to his collection. His 
musetim and library were said to have cost 
upward of £50,000, and their value, accord- 
ing to hifl own and other accounts, was to 
have been £80,000. At his death he be- 
queathed his whole collection to the British 
nation on condition that £20,000 should be 
paid to his family. The terms in which the 
bequest was couched showed a keen appre- 
ciation of the best means of making such a 
collection of public use. The will read: 

Whereas from my youth I have been a great 
observer and admirer of the wonderful power, wis- 
dom and contrivance of the Almighty God appear- 
ing in the works of his creation, and have gathered 
together . . , books, both printed and manuscript 
. . . natural and artidciai curioaities, precious 
stones . . . dried plants, . . . and the like, . . . 
amounting in the whole to a very great sum of 
money: Now, desiring very much that these things, 
tending many ways to the manifestation of the 
glory of God, ... the use and improvement of the 
arts and sciences and benefit of mankind, may 
remain together and not be separated, and that 
chiefly in and about the city of London, whore 
they may by the great confluence of people be of 
most use, I do hereby request that . . , (my) 
trustees ... do make their humble application to 
Parliament ... to pay . . . £20,000 . . , unto my 
executors ... in consideration of the said col- 
lection ... and also to obtain . . . suifleient and 
effectual powers ... for the preserving and con- 
tinuing my said collection, in such manner as they 
shall think most likely to answer the public bene- 
fit by me Intended. 

Sloane’s gift was accepted by the British 
Parliament, and in 1773 an Act was passed 
for the purchase of the Sloane library and 
museum and of the Harley collection of 
charts and manuscripts, which was in the 
market at the time, for uniting them with 
the Cotton Library, and for providing one 
“general repository” for these and other 
additions that might thereafter be made. 
The act authorized the raising of the funds 
required by means of a lottery, and fully 
£90,000 was thus obtained. The three col- 


lections thus acquired and housed became 
the British Museum, which opened to the 
public on Monday, January 15, 1759. As 
originally organized, the British Museum 
was divided into three departments: (1) 
Manuscripts, medals and coins; (2) nat- 
ural and artificial productions; and (3) 
printed books. In 1802 the great collection 
of Egyptian antiquities acquired under the 
capitulation of Alexandria passed into the 
museum. This was followed in 1805 by the 
purchase of the Townley marbles and terra- 
cottas, and the bronzes, coins, gems and 
drawings in 1814. These acquisitions rend- 
ered it necessary to create a new depart- 
ment, that of antiquities and art, to which 
were united the prints and drawings as 
well as the medals and coins. Botany was 
added as a fifth department in 1827, after 
the bequest of Sir Joseph Bank’s collection. 
In 1837 the prints and drawings were sepa- 
rated from the department of antiquity and 
became an independent department. At 
the same time the department of natural 
history was divided into two, one of geol- 
ogy, including paleontology and mineral- 
ogy, and the other of zoology. In 1857 
mineralogy was constituted a separate de- 
partment. In 1861 the department of an- 
tiquities was subdivided into (1) Greek 
and Roman antiquities, (2) coins and med- 
als, (3) Egyptian and Assyrian antiqui- 
ties; and in 1866 the British and medieval 
antiquities were formed into a separate de- 
partment along with the ethnogra-phical 
collections. Between 1880 and 1883 the 
natural history collections were transferred 
to the new Natural History Museum in 
Cromwell Road. 

In our own country the earliest general 
collection of natural history objects formed 
is said by Goode to have been one made at 
Norwalk, Conn., by a Mr. Arnold. This 
was prior to the Revolution. It was de- 
scribed as “a curious collection of American 
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birds and insects/’ This collection served 
at least one important purpose, since it is 
said to have awakened in President John 
Adams an interest in natural science which 
led to the founding of the American Acad- 
emy of Arts and Sciences. 

The first natural history museum to be 
established in our country, so far as ap- 
pears from present records, was at Charles- 
ton, S. C., in March, 1773. This was 
founded under the auspices of the Charles- 
ton Library Society. The society urged, in 
order to present a ‘‘full and accurate Nat- 
ural History” of the Province, that all the 
“natural Productions, either Animal, Veg- 
etable or Mineral that can be had in their 
several Bounds,” be sent to them. It is 
gratifying that this museum has retained 
its existence to the present day and under 
the influence of its present able and ener- 
getic director is younger and stronger than 
ever. As might be expected, Massachusetts 
did not yield long in initiative to South 
Carolina, so that we find the next natural 
history museum to be established in this 
country was at Salem, Mass., in 1799. 
This was founded to provide a permanent 
home for the collection of the East Indian 
Marine Society. Salem was at that time a 
great trading port and its ships traveled 
over all the world. Returning ship-masters 
brought back the products of many lands, 
and these rapidly formed an important col- 
lection. We are glad to record for this 
institution also a continuous career and 
abounding vitality at the present time. An- 
other important early natural history mu- 
seum in this country was the private mu- 
seum of Charles Wilson Peale. Peale was 
a portrait painter of Philadelphia, but, 
though an artist by profession, was much 
interested in natural history* The founda- 
tion of his collection was a few of the bones 
of a mammoth, which he acquired in 1785. 
Sixteen years later he obtained the first en- 


tire skeleton of this animal which had, up 
to that date, been found. Besides speci- 
mens of natural history his museum con- 
tained wax figures of the different nations 
of the North American Indians, a collection 
of their arms and utensils, other Indian 
and European curiosities, and casts of an- 
cient gems and statues. 

The United States National Museum was 
practically founded in 1846, when, under 
the plans for using the Smithson bequest, 
arrangements were made for a museum in 
what is, incidentally, one of the longest 
sentences on record, as follows: 

Whenever suitable arrangements eau be made 
from time to time for their reception, all objects 
of art and of foreign and curious research, and all 
objects of natural history, plants and geological 
and mineralogical specimens belonging to the 
United States, which may be in the city of Wash- 
ington, in whosesoever custody they may be, shall 
be delivered to such persons as may be authorized 
by the board of regents to receive them, and shall 
be so arranged and classified in the building erected 
for the Institution as best to facilitate the exami- 
nation and study of them; and whenever new 
specimens in natural history, geology or mineral- 
ogy are obtained for the museum of the Institu- 
tion, by exchange of duplicate specimens which the 
regents may in their discretion make, or by dona- 
tion which they may receive, ox otherwise, the 
regents shall cause such new specimens to be ap- 
propriately classed and arranged. 

In pursuance of this plan, in the build- 
ing erected for the Smithsonian Institution, 
30,000 square feet of apace was made avail- 
able for exhibition purposes. Occupancy 
of this was acquired in 1858. This space 
became inadequate after the Centennial 
Exposition, and in 1881 a new building 
providing 90,000 square feet of apace waa 
added. This building was occupied in part 
by industrial and historical collections, but 
those of natural history required by far the 
largest space. In a little more than twenty- 
five yean the natural history collections, ui 
whieh is included anthropology, bad so in- 
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creased in importance and extent that a 
new building having 233,000 square feet of 
exhibition space and 160,000 square feet of 
laboratory and storage space was provided 
for these collections alone. The earlier 
buildings had no provision for laboratory 
or storage space. Another indication of the 
expansion of the National Museum in nat- 
ural history lines is afforded by the fact 
that whereas as late as 1893 there was but 
a single curator or custodian of insects, at 
the present time there are nine. 

In addition to changes in space the Na- 
tional Museum underwent changes from the 
administrative point of view which have 
been described by Goode as follows. There 
were three periods, he says : 

First, the period from the foundation of 
the Smithsonian Institution to 1857, during 
which time specimens were collected solely 
to serve as materials for research. No spe- 
cial effort was made to exhibit them to the 
public or to utilize them except as a founda- 
tion for scientific description or theory. 

Second, the period from 1857, when the 
institution assumed the custody of the Na- 
tional Cabinet of Curiosities,” to 1876. 
During this period the museum became a 
place of deposit for scientific collections 
which had already been studied, and these 
collections so far as convenient were exhib- 
ited to the public and. so far as practicable, 
made to serve an educational purpose. 

Third, the period beginning with the year 
1876, in which the museum undertook more 
fully the additional task of getting collec- 
tions and exhibited them on account of their 
* vahie from an educational standpoint 

The progress that has here taken place in 
the active acquisition of specimens instead 
of the passive reception of them and in 
paying more aUention to exhibition of mate- 
rial, may be said to have characterized all 
active natural history museums in this 
country in the past half centuiy. 


The colleges of the country were in 
earlier periods, as now, centers to which 
natural history materials normally flowed, 
such materials being both acquired for 
teaching purposes and deposited for safe 
keeping. But the attention and funds de- 
voted to the display and preservation of 
these objects were in most cases, meager, 
and little effective effort towards the estab- 
lishment of a natural history museum in 
connection with a college or university in 
this country seems to have been made until 
that initiated by Professor Louis Agassiz 
at Charleston in 1850 and at Harvard Col- 
lege in 1852. Agassiz's stay at Charleston 
was too brief to effect noteworthy results, 
but at Cambridge he accomplished much. 
He found little material there suitable for 
illustrating his lectures upon geology and 
zoology and with characteristic zeal and 
energy he set about supplying the defici- 
ency, Indeed it is possible that he regarded 
the founding of a museum as his most im- 
portant work, since he expressed his pur- 
pose to “consecrate all his energy and abil- 
ity to the creation of a great museum, the 
best arranged and most perfect in the 
world. ” It is a great tribute to the ability 
and enthusiasm of Agassiz that he was able 
under the shadow of the impending civil 
war to raise the sum of nearly $200,000 
from the legislature and citizens of Massa- 
chusetts for the founding of this museugi. 
Agassiz stated his purposes in establishing 
the museum to be : “ (1) To express in mate- 
rial forms the present state of our knowl- 
edge of the animal kingdom; (2) To make 
the museum a center of original research, 
where men who are engaged in studying the 
problems connected with natural history 
could find all they needed for comparative 
investigation; and (3) To make the mn^ 
seum an educational institution having a 
widespread influence upon the study, the 
love and the knowledge of nature through- 
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out the country/^ That thia xnuiieum has 
fulfilled and is fulfilling these high pur* 
poses no one will gainsay. Not only has it 
been a model institution in itself, but men 
trained in it have been active in the up- 
building of other museums. 

Whether stimulated chiefly by the influ- 
ence of Agassiz or by that of the Salem 
Museum, or if either, I do not know, but in 
1867 the cause of college natural history 
museums was further advanced by the gift 
by George Peabody of $150,000 to Harvard 
College for a museum of archeology and 
ethnology, and of the same amount to Tale 
for a general natural history museum. 
Both of these funds have served to main- 
tain important and valuable museums. A 
large and attractive natural history mu- 
seum has recently been established at 
Princeton University, and many other uni- 
versities and colleges in this eouutry now 
have such museums of size and importance, 
some institutions of lesser means being 
better equipped in this regard than those 
with larger funds. 

The formation of natural history collec- 
tions in connection with the work of learned 
societies has often occurred and has led to 
the founding of several important museums 
in this country. Examples are the Museum 
of the Philadelphia Academy of Sciences, 
founded in 1812, and that of the Boston 
Society of Natural History, founded in 
1830, Such institutions have performed 
services of incalculable value by their pres- 
ervation of specimens and stimulation of 
continued interest in natural history. 

With the exception of the aid given to the 
Charleston Museum by the city of Charles- 
ton in 1850 the first establishment of a mu- 
seum of natural history under municipal 
auspices in this country seems to have been 
that in New York City in 1869. Leading 
citizens there, realizing tiie importance in 
the cultural growth of the cdty of such atn 


institution, procured a charter from the 
legislature and obtained funds by private 
subscription. At first the city was asked to 
erect a single building to shelter both the 
museum of natural history A^d the museum 
of art, but fortunately sites were granted 
for a building for each. Fortunately also 
the plan of the building designed for the 
natural history museum was on a scale suffi- 
ciently large to provide for future growth. 
The first unit of the contemplated building 
was opened in 1877, and in leas than forty 
years a large part of the original plan has 
been carried out, the present magnificent 
structure has been erected and it has been 
filled with precious material. In the view 
of the Hon. Joseph H. Choate, **the money 
sj^nt by the City of Now Tork in the devel- 
opment of this Museum and the Museum of 
Art is the best investment of public moneys 
ever made by it, whether wc consider the 
direct benefit to the people or the prestige 
and character attained by the city as the 
great metropolitan center of knowledge and 
culture.” 

While the example set by New York City 
of supporting a great natural history mu- 
seum largely by public funds has not been 
followed in exact form by many other Amer- 
ican cities, the principle has been accepted 
either by the donation of sites and other 
privileges to museums founded by private 
munificence, or by municipal assistance to 
museums inangfurated by learned societies. 
The city of Milwaukee supports its natural 
history museum by a municipal tax, and 
there are gratifying indications that other 
cities will sooner or later adopt this method 
of support of museums. All cities should 
recognize such museums as an essential fea- 
ture of their cultural equipment. Oakland, 
Denver, Providence, Charleston and Grand 
Bapids may be mentioned as cities which 
have already shown sufficient appreciation 
of such institutions to found or support 
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them. Among institutions sxipported by 
public funds several state museums which 
are doing work of great importance should 
also be mentioned. 

To the beneficence of single donors has 
been largely due the founding of such mu- 
seums as the Peabody, Field and Carnegie 
Museums. Such gifts as well as those of 
private individuals to museums already 
established show an interest on the part of 
individuals which has been in advance of 
that of the general public. 

The natural history museums of Canada 
have developed chiefly under governmental 
or university auspices, and we are glad to 
note that increased appreciation and sup- 
port seem to be accorded them in recent 
years. 

The National Museum of Mexico has an 
excellent natural history section in which 
important material is preserved. Most 
South American countries maintain natural 
history museums, especially in their cap- 
itals, those of Brazil, Argentina and Chile 
being especially worthy of mention. 

An endeavor to establish natural history 
museums and collections especially adapted 
to the interests of children has marked a 
new line of progress in recent years. The 
results have been very gratifying and prom- 
ise wide usefulness. The purpose of such 
museums was well stated when in the plan 
of the Children's Museum of Brooklyn it 
was said that its purposes were ‘*to form 
an attractive resort for children with influ- 
ences tending to refine their tastes and ele- 
vate their interests ; to create an attractive 
educational center of daily assistance to 
pupils and teachers in connection with 
school work; and to offer new subjects of 
thought fop pursuit in leisure hours.'* 
Through a somewhat similar movement 
there has been brought about in many local- 
ities close oonnection between natural his- 
toxy museums and school work. This move- 


ment also seems destined to greatly increase 
the usefulness of natural history museums 
since it widens their appeal and brings 
about an acquaintance of the child with the 
museum which is likely to be an abiding and 
elevating influence. 

The wide-spread public interest and sup- 
port accorded to natural history museums 
which we have noted as occurring in recent 
years seem to mark a new era in their his- 
tory, In earlier years these museums, 
partly perhaps because of the auspices 
under which they were founded, addressed 
their appeal chiefly to the learned and the 
specialist. They either did not endeavor 
to develop or did not succeed in developing 
wide public interest. Such an attitude waa 
unfavorable both to the museums themselves 
and to the public. It tended to make the 
museums mere storehouses for the accumu- 
lation of material, and it gave the public an 
unfavorable opinion of their possibilities. 
Much of the awakening which I have noted 
as having taken place has no doubt had its 
origin in the labors of museum workers 
themselves, since they, with marked origi- 
nality and enthusiasm, have shown what 
possibilities in the way of education and 
recreation lay in museums and their con- 
tents. Sir Hans Sloane's principle of the 
desirability of establishing museums where 
there is a great confluence of people” 
seems also a sound one, since it is in such 
museums that the most marked develop- 
ment has taken place in the past quarter 
century. This does not mean that splendid 
work is not being done by musemns in 
smaller communities, but simply that, since 
larger communities have as a rule larger 
opportunities, they may obtain greater re- 
sults when they improve these opportunities. 

Next to what may be called the democra- 
tization of natural history museums per- 
haps the most significant feature of their 
development in the last quarter centuiy 
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may be said to be the introduction of art 
into their methods of illustration and exhi- 
bition. Not only has a pleasing variety thus 
been gained in the old methods of installa- 
tion, but the attractive and well modeled 
groups which have been made effectively 
supplement the long rows of birds, shells, 
rooks, etc., which constituted the sole ex- 
hibits of earlier museums. In modem prac- 
tise there are thus shown with more or less 
detail not only objects, but their environ- 
ment and surroundings. The lesson taught 
by a single object no longer suffices; it must 
be represented, if possible, in its natural 
setting. This is, consciously or unconsci- 
ously, a recognition of the fact that nothing 
in nature is of isolated origin ; it is the prod- 
uct of the woriting of complex and varied 
forces. These forces, then, should be at 
least hinted at in the representation of the 
object. The food of an organism, the vari- 
ous stages of its development, its habitat 
and its habits must be represented before 
the organism itself con bo thoroughly 
understood. But in the development of this 
attractive and fascinating field, one note of 
caution should perhaps be sounded. A 
tendency to prefer imitation to reality is 
not one which those interested in the prog- 
ress of science at least should seek to pro- 
mote. The existence of this tendency from 
early times is shown us in the incident of 
the Greek audience who applauded wildly 
the actor who imitated the squealing of a 
pig, but drove off as an impostor the peasant 
who produced real squeals from a pig 
hidden under his coat. A chance compan- 
ion with whom I visited the battlefield of 
Gettysburg was continually referring with 
enthusiasm to the well-known panorama of 
that battlefield, while in the locality itself 
he took not the slightest interest. Desir- 
able as is the introduction of the best of art 
into our natural history museums, it should 
not usurp the place of science, for other- 


wise they become museums of art and not 
of science. Highly desirable as are mu- 
seums of art and much as observance of 
the principles of art is needed in the con- 
duct of natural history museums, we should 
not confuse them in modem development. 

Another cause for recent increased inter- 
est in natural history museums is doubtless 
a growing appreciation of the value of na- 
ture study. The exigencies of city life have 
practically closed the book of nature to 
many dwellers in cities. There is one school 
district that I know of in Chicago which 
contains only two trees and at last accounts 
one of them was dying. How shall the 
wonderful lessons of nature of which man 
is after all but a part, be taught to children 
in the city unless there be institutions which 
will depict and reproduce its forms? If 
city life means that thousands of children 
can never see birds, butterflies, flowers, 
rocks, etc., in their native haunts, the city 
should try to provide means to show the 
form and, wherever possible, the substance 
of these things, especially as in doing so it 
can provide a far larger variety than would 
naturally occur in any single locality. 

Another reason for an increased interest 
in the work of natural history museums 
may arise from a realization of how rapidly 
many of the forms of nature are vanishing 
before the progress of man and his works. 
The leveling of forests, draining of marshes 
and irrigating of deserts cause marised 
changes in nature. The destruction of one 
species makes changes in the habits and 
habitat of others. These in turn react upon 
their environment and cause new confu- 
sion. The practical disappearance of the 
Indian from the North American continent 
was not wholly due to his forcible segrega- 
tion by the white man, but in part at least 
to the destruction of the buffalo, which con- 
stituted his normal food supply. With the 
buffalo disappeared, in part, at least, the 
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wolves and eagles which fed upon thorn. 
These in turn are doomed to practical ex- 
tinction. A large share of the animals and 
plants inhabiting this continent at the time 
of its discovery by Europeans are not des- 
tined to survive long except as they are pro- 
tected by man, and some will become extinct 
in spite of him. The wild pigeon, so com- 
mon in Audubon’s time that he saw ship- 
loads which had been caught up the Hud- 
son for sale on the wharves of New York 
for a cent apiece, has become entirely ex- 
tinct. Other birds, flowers and even min- 
erals have also become extinct in this coun- 
try since the first coming of the Europeans. 
To museums must be largely assigned the 
work of conserving the remains of such 
forms ere they are absolutely lost. Speci- 
mens which are valuable now will be price- 
less in years to come. As but a single illus- 
tration of the value which specimens prc^- 
served now may prove to have later, may 
be mentioned the fact that an important 
link in the study of mutations has lately 
been furnished by specimens collected in 
this country by Miohaux in 1785 and pre- 
served in the Natural History Museum of 
Paris. 

Again, interest in natural history mu- 
seums has doubtless been quickened in re- 
cent years through recognition of the evo- 
lutionary trend of nature. This has given 
new meaning to her works and suggested 
interesting methods for the arrangement of 
collections. Where so well as in museums 
can the successive stages be shown by 
which the progress of nature has gone on, 
by which the creature has become adapted 
to its environment and the fittest has sur- 
vived? As this great law of life is found 
more and more to express nature’s meth- 
ods, its lessons can be convincingly and 
satisfactorily taught by museums. 

While a desire for more knowledge of 
nature has been the prevailing influence in 
the establishment of natural history mu- 


seums, it should not be forgotten that these 
museums have themselves in turn contrib- 
uted much to a knowledge of nature. Not 
only has this been done by research work 
and publications, but even in some cases by 
the mere necessity for orderly arrangement 
of museum material. The science of 
archeology is said to have dated its origin 
from the time of the arrangement of the 
Museum of Copenhagen. The study of 
meteorites has been made possible as a sci- 
ence by the accumulation of a large num- 
ber of these bodies by museums. All bio- 
logical sciences must admit their obligations 
to natural history museums for many of the 
data which have aided in their develop- 
ment. 

The brief sketch which has been sub- 
mitted serves to show that natural history 
museums must now be fully recognized as 
an indispensable feature of modern civili- 
zation, and I believe that the progress of 
civilization will only fix them more firmly 
in this place. The vicissitudes which the 
development of these museums has suffered 
have only emphasized their importance and 
made more evident their functions. The 
opportunities which now open before them 
are larger and at the same time more clearly 
defined than ever. 

As an ideal toward which not only nat- 
ural history museums, but all museums, so 
far as the outlook at the present day is con- 
cerned, should work, I can not do better 
than to quote, with some slight modifica- 
tions, an utterance of Ruskin : 

The first function of a mueeum ie to give an ex- 
ample of perfect order and elegance. Siverything 
should bo in its own place, everything looking its 
best because it is there. Nothing should be 
crowded, nothing unnecessary. The museum is 
only for what is eternally right and well done. 
The least things are there and the greatest, and 
aU good. The simple may go there to learn, and 
the wise to remember. 

Ouvm Cummings Pabrinoton 

FiBUD Museum or Natural Histoby 
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tsejbactssia of ths intestinal teact 

OF MANI 

It has been stated that the average 
healthy adult on a normal mixed diet ex- 
cretes daily in the feces a number of bac- 
teria, which have been variously estimated 
from 128 billion to 33 trillion. This truly 
enormous number of bacteria would weigh 
approximately 5.5 grams when dried, and 
the nitrogen in this dried mass would be 
about 0.6 gram, corresponding to from 46 
to 50 per cent, of the total fecal nitrogen. 
It is very certain that this number of bac- 
teria is not taken in the food, and, further- 
more, the fecal organisms are not neces- 
sarily the same as those found in the food. 
Hence the conclusion is reached that there 
must be a very great daily proliferation of 
bacteria in the intestinal tract, and in this 
sense the intestinal tract is the most efficient 
and active combined culture medium and 
incubator with which science is familiar. 

The question naturally presents itself, 
why is there such a tremendaus growth of 
bacteria daily, and why is it that the bac- 
teria taken in with the food are not those 
which appear in the fecal contents? A 
rapid survey of the life history of the intes- 
tinal bacteria will explain at least some of 
the facts. At birth the intestinal content, 
the meconium, is sterile. This would be 
expected, because the uterine cavity is 
sterile. Very shortly after birth bacteria 
make their appearance in the mouth of the 
new-bom, and organisms appear in the 
meconium from four to twenty hours post 
partum, depending upon environmental 
conditions. This initial infection of the 
meconium is a mixed one. Various adven- 
titious organisms, even pathogenic bacteria, 
may appear in it. This is a period of mixed 
infection, and the number of organisms in 
the meconium increases rapidly after the 

1 From tlie Bacteriological laboratory of the 
Northweetem University Medical School 


first food enters the intestinal tract. After 
two to three days post partum, when the 
intestinal tract has become thoroughly per- 
meated with milk, the organisms observed 
in the feces — ^for the meconium has largely 
disappeared by this time — begin to assume 
a monotony of form and a regularity of 
type, which contrasts sharply with the pre- 
ceding period of mixed infection. This is 
a transitional period during which the per- 
manent characteristic nursling bacteria ap- 
pear and soon become dominant. 

The types of bacteria which constitute 
the normal fecal flora of the nursling are 
few in number and definite in their chem- 
ical characters. The most prominent of 
these, B. hifiduSf so-called because of its 
developmental peculiarities in artificial 
media, is a strict anaerobe. Other organ- 
isms, the so-called Kopfehen bacillus, B, 
coli, B. lactist aerogenes and Micrococcus 
nvaliSf are, as a rule, very much fewer in 
numbers than B. hifidus, and, under normal 
conditions, apparently less important. The 
question arises, why should an obligate 
anaerobe, as B. Ibifidus^ dominate the nurs- 
ling intestinal flora? It must be remem- 
bered that brea.st milk, which is the normal 
diet of the nursling, consists monotonously 
of about 7 per cent, of lactose, alx)ut 3 per 
cent, of fat, and but 1.6 per cent, of pro- 
tein. Consequently, the intestinal tract of 
the infant under ordinary conditions is 
practically continuously bathed in a nu- 
trient medium containing at all times at 
least a minimal amount of sugar. The 
normal infantile feces is always slightly 
acid in reaction, and this acid is lactic acid 
chiefly. It is a significant fact that the 
dominating organism, B. iifidus, is a lactic 
acid-producing microbe. It i« also a signif- 
icant fact that the reaction of the normal 
nursling feces is acid enough to inhibit the 
growth of practically all putrefactive bac- 
teria ; there are few or no putrefactive bac- 
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teria in the normal infantile feces. There 
appears to be a definite relationship be- 
tween the high percentage of lactose^ the 
dominance of an obligately lactic acid-fer- 
menting organism, and the absence of 
putrefactive bacteria in the normal in- 
fantile intestinal flora. This infantile 
flora, furthermore, appears to be a protec- 
tive one in the sense that it inhibits the 
growth of bacteria which might produce 
either putrefaction or disease. These 
latter organisms are somewhat intolerant of 
lactic acid. It may be remarked paren- 
thetically that one of the first indications 
of intestinal disturbance in infants is the 
temporary or even permanent disappear- 
ance of this lactic-acid flora. 

B, bifidus is an organism which does not 
thrive in artificial media in the absence of 
sugars, and it is not surprising to find, 
therefore, that as the breast-fed infant be- 
comes older and its dietary demands more 
varied, B, bifidus tends to disappear from 
the fecal mass. In the case of bottle-fed 
babies, this disappearance practically coin- 
cides with tbe substitution of cow's milk 
for human milk. Cow's milk contains rela- 
tively less sugar and more protein than 
human milk. In either instance, the de- 
crease of B. bifidus appears to follow very 
closely, under normal conditions, the 
change in diet which results in a dimin- 
ished amount of carbohydrate in propor- 
tion to the nitrogenous substance. That is 
to say, as the proportion of protein in- 
creases and the proportion of carbohydrate 
deereasej3 in the diet, B. bifidus also tends 
to decrease. The decrease in the typical 
nursling organisms is accompanied by an 
increase in the numbers of B. coK which 
then dominate the intestinal tract and 
form about 80 per cent, roughly, of the 
total living fecal organisms of adolescence, 
and whh&h persist in this proportion in 
Dormal individuals until death. 


B. coli differs from B. bifidus in one note- 
worthy respect. B. bifidus, as has been 
pointed out before, is a strictly, almost 
obligately, fermentative organism: it does 
not grow in the absence of sugars. B. coli 
is far more plastic in this respect: it can 
grow equally well in media containing pro- 
tein and utilizable carbohydrate, or in 
media from which utilizable carbohydrates 
are excluded. It can accommodate its 
metabolism to the varying foods presented 
to it in the intestinal contents. This plas- 
ticity of the colon bacillus and its ability 
to develop in the average intestinal con- 
tents, explains in a satisfactory manner the 
dominance of this organism throughout 
life. 

Turning now to the distribution of bac- 
teria in the intestinal tract of the normal 
adults, it is found that the stomach con- 
tents are practically sterile under normal 
conditions. The usual explanation for this 
sterility is the acidity of the gastric con- 
tents, and while this explanation may not 
be wholly satisfactory, it sufBces for the 
moment. When tbe hydrochloric acid 
acidity of the stomach contents becomes 
diminished through disease, it is found that 
the numbers of bacteria in tlie stomach con- 
tents may increase greatly. The duo- 
denum also during those periods when it is 
empty is practically sterile. The bacterial 
population increases as duodenal digestion 
increases, and diminishes as the duodenal 
contents are passed on to the lower levels. 

The greatest number of bacteria, living 
bacteria, that is, is found in the region of 
the ileocecal valve and the ascending 
branch of the colon. Here the contents 
stagnate, as it were, and they eventually 
become so desiccated through the with- 
drawal of water that bacterial life is re- 
tarded, From the ascending colon pro^ 
gressively to the end of the intestinal tract 
the number of living bacteria under ordi- 
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nary conditionfi appears to diminish, al- 
though there are even in the fecal con- 
tents great numbers of living organisms* 

The significance of the intestinal flora 
has been variously interpreted. Various 
theories have been proposed to explain 
their relation to the well-being of man. 
The theory which has received the greatest 
attention is that one which assumes that 
the normal intestinal bacteria assist the 
digestion of food for the host through the 
elaboration of certain ferments, and also 
that these organisms are under normal con- 
ditions in a sense a protection to the host in 
that their activities are in opposition to 
those of adventitious pathogenic bacteria, 
which might otherwise gain a foothold in 
the intestinal tract and become invasive, 
A certain amount of theoretical evidence 
was originally brought forth in support of 
the digestive action of the intestinal bac- 
teria : it was assumed that in the herbivora 
certain cellulose-dissolving bacteria were 
very active and that the activities of these 
bacteria made assimilable the otherwise re- 
sistant cellulose. 

Certain observers have attempted to ap- 
proach the problem of the significance of 
the intestinal bacteria from another point 
of view. Nuttall and Thierfelder de- 
livered guinea-pigs by Ccesarean section 
and attempted to raise them in a sterile en- 
vironment on sterile food. For two weeks 
these sterile guinea-pigs increased in 
weight and appeared to be reasonably 
healthy. These observers drew the conclu- 
sion that the intestinal bacteria were not 
necessary for the well-being of these guinear- 
pigs at least. These experiments were not 
accepted by Schottelius as being eonclusive. 
He claimed that the experiments were not 
carried on long enough. Schottelius ex- 
perimented with chicks hatched from 
sterile eggs. Parenthetically, it should be 
remarked that Schottelius had the greatest 


difficulty in finding sterile eggs to start 
with. However, after considerable investi- 
gation he succeeded in getting a consider- 
able number of sterile eggs which he di- 
vided into three groups. These were in- 
cubated under sterile conditions, and the 
chicks developing from one group were 
kept in an absolutely sterile environment 
and fed on sterile food; a second group 
were kept under the same conditions for 
ten days and then fed with infected food ; 
the third group were controls and were 
kept under ordinary conditions. The first 
group, the sterile chicks, did well for ten 
days, but after that time their development 
was seriously retarded. The second group 
also did well for ten days, and then, as the 
first group began to exhibit signs of ab- 
normalities, they were placed on infected 
food : they gained rapidly. The third 
group, kept under ordinary conditions, did 
well from the start. Schottelius believed 
that his experiments showed that the in- 
testinal bacteria were necessary for the de- 
velopment and well-being of chicks. 

Madame Metschnikoff made similar ob- 
servations on tadpoles, and Moro per- 
formed the same experiments with turtles. 
These observers agree with Schottelius that 
the intestinal flora appear to be necessary 
for the well-being of the animals they ex- 
perimented on, 

A line of evidence which is somewhat 
different from this was brought forward by 
Levin. He examined the fecal contents of 
many Arctic mammals in the Arctic re- 
gions, and he found few or no bacteria in 
them. He believed that an intestinal flora 
was unnecessary for the development of 
these animals. It should be remarked par- 
enthetically, however, that Arctic mammals 
brought to the temperate regions rapidly 
acquire on intestinal bacterial flora, and 
these organisms do not seem to interfere 
with the well-being of their host. 
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The net result of these experiments 
would suggest th&t man has a bacterial 
population in his intestinal tract ; that 
under normal conditions the organisms in 
the intestinal tract are fairly characteristic 
and constant ; normally they are harmless ; 
they may be protective ; and that up to the 
present time it is practically impossible to 
get rid of them. 

Attempts have been made to sterilize the 
intestinal contents, either by administering 
sterile food or by the use of antiaeptics. 
Sterile food appears to reduce somewhat 
the numbers of intestinal bacteria, but the 
reduction is not great, and this line of 
experimentation has not been successful. 
Many different kinds of antiseptics have 
also been tried, and while various results 
have been claimed, the net result appears 
to be that the temporary reduction in num- 
bers, which is frequently observed, is 
largely referable to increased peristalsis 
and quick removal of the intestinal con- 
tents. It has become apparent from these 
observations that the strength of anti- 
septics necessary to steriliiie the intestinal 
contents would be sufficient to kill the host 
long before the bacteria were eliminated. 

The intestinal bacteria may become a 
menace to the health of the host. Occa- 
sionally, adventitious bacteria, as the 
typhoid, dysentery, cholera, or para- 
typhoid organisms, much less commonly the 
tubercle bacillus, may gain lodgment in the 
intestinal tract, increase greatly in num- 
bers, invade the tissues of the host, and. if 
care is not takeji to sterilize the feces, pro- 
duce progressive disease from host and 
host. From the individual point of view 
the intestinal flora under ordinary condi- 
tions are innocuous, and perhaps even to 
a moderate degree protective. Under 
abnormal conditions, when progressively 
pathogenic bacteria gain a foothold in the 
intestinal tract, the intestinal flora may be- 
come a menace to health and even to life. 


The significance of the intestinal contents 
to man in general i$ perfectly obvious. 
The tremendous numbers of bacteria which 
can be excreted daily, particularly if they 
happen to be disease-producing, as typhoid, 
may become a matter of real concern to the 
health of communities, for the disposal of 
feces iii a manner to render them innocuous 
i« not a particularly simple matter. Once 
the intestinal bacteria have escaped into 
water supplies, or have gained access to 
foods, the progressive damage which may be 
brought about may be veiy great. 

A. I. Kendall 

NORTHWESTIEM IlKIVEBSITy 


PMOTECTION OF BIMVS IN THE MALAY 
PENINSULA 

Dr, William T. Hornaday, director of the 
New York Zoological Park, has received the 
following letter, written on July 12, from the 
officers of the Dutch committee on the protec- 
tion of birds, of which Dr, 0. Kerbert, director 
of the Amsterdam Zoological Gardens, is chair- 
man: 

We are pleased to be able to inform you that 
the committee for the advancement of a prohibit- 
ion of the export of birds and parts of birds from 
the Dutch Colonies has received from the oorres- 
ponaing member of the committee, Dr. J. C. 
KiJnigsberger, director of ^ Lands Plantentuin * ’ 
at Buitenzorg, Java, -the following information 
about the shooting of birds of paradise: 

3. This year (and probably in future) the 
shooting is limited to these species: Paradisea 
minor, 80 leuoide 9 niffricans and Ptilomis imffnifi- 
one. The export of skins of all other species is 
prohibited by the Dutch Colonial Government, and 
these skins have therefore no commercial value. 

2. Shooting is totally prohibited in the islands 
of the **Radja Ampat*' group (Misole, Sala- 
wattl, Batanta and Waigou), and in those of the 
Geelvink Bay la New Guinea, as well ms In two 
large areservations on New Guinea, on both sides 
of the Geelvink Bay. 

By these means the protection of the rarer birds 
of paradise is obtained, and we have every hope 
that in future the idiooting of all birds of para- 
dise will be totally stopped. 



Atjover la, 191C] 


SCIENCE 


213 


The three species not yet protected are the 
lesser birds of paradise, the twelve-wired bird 
of paradise and the rifle-bird. Inasmuch as 
bird protection continually gains in public 
favor, it is safe to predict that within a rea- 
sonable time all the birds of the Dutch East 
Indies will receive the complete protection that 
an embargo on exportations easily can afford. 
In this connection it is to be noted that on 
January 1, 1916, a law prohibiting the impor- 
tation of wild bird^a plumage for commercial 
purposes went into effect over the whole 
dominion of Canada, and thus the prohibition 
now covers North America north of Mexico. 

FJSVmcnON PAliK, PALLAS, TEXAS 

At a recent meeting of the park board of 
Dallas, a tract of land of 86 acres recently 
purchased and provisionally named “ Turtle 
Creek Park ” was formally named Ttcverchon 
Park in honor of the botanical work of Mr. 
Julien Reverehon. 

Julien Reverehon was born near Lyons, 
France, in 1887. When eijrhteen years of age 
he came with his father to America and 
settled in the French colony near Dallas. In 
France when fourteen years of age he had a 
collection of 2,000 species of plants. Through- 
out fifty years at Dallas up to his death in 
1906 he continued active work in the collec- 
tion and stud,y of plants. The estimate of his 
worth and work is perhaps best given in the 
words of botanists who knew him well, as here 
indicated. 

Dr. E. G. Eberle, intimately associated with 
him, here states: 

It was largely due to his efforts that the Texas 
flora became known. He freely eontribnted botan- 
ical specimens to various institutions of science 
and learning, to the agricultural department of 
the United Btates and to the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion. His collection included plants not only of 
Texas but of all parts of North America and for- 
eign eOontries, totaling more than 10,000 specimens 
representing more than 3,000 species. 

This oolleotion was secured for the Missouri 
Botanical Garden in 1906. 


Dt. Asa Gray many years ago in naming the 
genus Ueverchonia referred to him as a valu- 
able correspondent, an acute and sedulous 
botanist.” 

Dr. Wm. Trelease, University of lUinois; 

If indeed, think that Dallas should comtnemo- 
rate in one of its parks the name of Julien Bever- 
chon, a man of rare intelligence and enthusiasm 
whose work on the native plants of Texas and 
particularly of Dallas County, will long stand as 
of the fullest end best. 

Dr. J, M. Greenman, Missouri Botanical 
Garden, St. Louis: 

The scientific value of Mr. Reverehon 's botan- 
ical work is sufficient to insure his name a perma- 
nent place in the literature of the botany of Texas 
and the great southwest. Duplicates of his col- 
lections occur in many of the leading herbaria of 
the world. 

Dr. Wm. L. Bray, Syracuse Univeraity 
(formerly professor of botany. State Univer- 
sity of Texas) : 

... In the case of Reverehon, however, this 
uaturaUflt instinct was, perhaps, of a more cosmo- 
politan character. He and his two brothers had 
been collectors over very wide areas. He was in a 
position to give discerning judgments as to plants 
and plant conditions in a territory toward which 
tlie eyes of people in both America and Europe 
wore turned. A precursor of our modern ecolog- 
ical plant geographer, his was a notable life which 
iiad relation to the un worked field, on the one hand, 
und the working botanical centers, on the other. 
VVe have few such intermediaries nowadays, un- 
fortunately. 

Dr. Jolm M. Coulter, University of Chicago: 

T have your letter in reference to naming one 
of your parks ^‘Reverehon Park.'^ 

It seems to me that nothing could be more ap- 
propriate, for to the botaniate of the country the 
name of Reverehon has always been identified with 
our early knowledge of the flora of Texas. It 
seems to me that it would be regarded by the bo- 
tanical fraternity In general as a very happy 
method of remembering a botanist whom Texas 
should hot forget. 

Dr, Charles S. Sargent. Arnold Arboretum, 
Jamaica Plain, Mass. : 

No one did more than Reverehon in exploring 
the flora of Texas. He made it possible for 
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others to make known the remarkable richness of 
the Texas flora. His name is well known and 
highly respected by every one interested in Ameri- 
can plants. Ho was an accomplished botanist and 
an indefatigable collector and it is proper that 
this distinguished citizen of Dallas should be hon- 
ored in the way you suggest. 

** Eeverchon Park is a wooded tract along 
Turtle Creek in the north part of Dallas and 
is capable of great beautification. 

O, 0. Charlton 

Dallas, Texas, 

June 18, 1915 


BRlTlSn SCIENTIFIC MEN IN MILITAET 
SEEVICE 

Thebe is published in Nature a list of mem- 
bers of the scientific staffs of universities and 
other institutions of higher education who have 
enlisted in the British army or navy> including 
the medical and engineering services. The lists 
for the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge 
are as follows: 

OXFOBU 

Adams, T, E. H., reader in ophthalmology. Cap- 
tain B.A.M.C. 

Bazett, IL C., demonstrator in pathology, Lieuten- 
ant K.A.M.C. 

Bourne, Dr. 0. C., Linacre professor of compara- 
tive anatomy, Major 12th Worcesters. 

Buxton, L. II. D., demonstrator in physical anthro- 
pology, 2d Lieutenant. 

Collier, W., Litehflcld lecturer in medicine, Major 
E.A.M.C. 

Dodds-Parker, A. P., Litchfield lecturer in surgery, 
lecturer in applied anatomy, Lieu ten ant -Colonel 
R.A.M.C. 

Dougins, Dr. C. G., demonstrator in physiology, 
Lieutenant B.A.M.C. 

Douglas, J. A., demonstrator in geology, 2d Lieu- 
tenant R.A.M.C. 

Dreyer, G., professor of pathology, honorary con- 
sulting pathologist, 3d Southern General Hos- 
pital. 

Eoster, E. C,, assistant demonstrator in human 
anatomy, Major B.A.M.O. 

Gibson, Dr, A. G,, lecturer in morbid anatomy, 
Captain B.A.M.C. 

Gill, W. B., demonstrator in physics, Lieutenant 
E.G.A. 

Gunn, J. A., reader in pharmacology, Lieutenant 

B.A.w:.o- 


Hasell, E. W., demonstrator in rural economy, 
Lieutenant. 

Jenkin, C. F,, professor of engineering science, 
Lieutenant B.K.V.E. (air service). 

Jenkinson, Dr, J. W., lecturer in embryology, Cap- 
tain (killed in action at Dardanelles, June 4, 
1915). 

Ogilvie, A. G,, demonstrator in geography, Lieu- 
tenant Royal Field Artillery. 

Osier, Sir W., regius professor of medicine, Hon. 
Colonel 8. Midland Division R.A.M.C. 

Smith, G. W., demonstrator in comparative anat- 
omy, Captain. 

Tizard, H. T., demonstrator in physics, 2d Lieu- 
tenant Royal Garrison Artillery, attached R.F.O. 

Townsend, J. S, E., Wykeham professor of phys- 
ics, Lieutenant R.N.V.R, (air service). 

Walker, Dr. E. W. A., lecturer in pathology, hon- 
orary consulting pathologist, 3d Southern Gen- 
eral Hospital, 

CAMBSmaE 

Assheton, Dr. R. T., lecturer in animal embryol- 
ogy, 2d Lieutenant. 

Bragg, W. L., lecturer in natural sciences, 2d Lieu- 
tenant. 

Deighton, P., teacher of vaccination, Lieutenant 
R.A.M.a 

Dunlop, J. G. M., assistant-lecturer in chemistry, 
Lieutenant (died August 26, 3914). 

Entwistle, P., second observer, the Observatory, 
Lieutenant. 

Fay, C. R., Oilbey lecturer in agriculture, 2d Lieu- 
tenant. 

Gray, J., demonstrator in comparative anatomy, 
2d Lieutenant. 

Gregory, R. P., university lecturer in botany, Lieu- 
tenant. 

Hole, T. Shirley, lecturer in natural sciences, Cap- 
tain B.A.M.C. 

Heycock, C. T., Goldsmiths* reader in metallurgy, 
Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Hill, A. V., Humphrey Owen Jones lecturer in 
physical chemistry, Captain. 

Kindle, E., assistant to Quick professor of biology*, 
Lieutenant R.E. (signalling section). 

Hopkinson, B., professor of mechanism and ap- 
plied mechanics, Major C.U.O.T.C. 

Inglis, 0. £., lecturer in mechanical engineering, 
Lieutenant Royal Engineers. 

Kempson, F. C., demonstrator of human anatomy, 
Lieutenant R.A.M.C. 

Lees, S,, fellow of St John’s, Engineer-LieuteH' 
ant B.N. 
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Littlewood, J. K., lecturer in mathomuticSj 2d 
Lieutenant R.G.A. (Weseoi). 

Lucaa, Dr. K., demonstrator in physiology, Army 
Aircraft Factory, 

Marrack^ J. R., fellow of fit. John's, working at 
the Research Hospital, Cambridge, Lieutenant 
R.A.M.C. 

Moss, W., junior observer, Solar Physics Observa- 
tory, Cadet Cambridge University O.T.C, 

Myors, Dr. G. 8., lecturer in experimental psychol- 
ogy, Major, R.A.M.C. 

Nicholas, T. C., sub-lecturer in geology, Staff- 
Major Mediterranean Force. 

Parker, W. H,, eub -lecturer in agriculture, 2d 
Lieutenant 11th Suffolk. 

Peters, R. A., research fellow (physiology), Gon- 
ville and Caius, University demonstrator, Lieu- 
tenant R.A.M.C. 

Potts, F. A., director in natural science, Trinity 
Hall, 2d Lieutenant 9th West Riding Regiment. 

Roberts, H., lecturer in physiology and anatomy, 
Lieutenant R.A.M.C. 

Robertson, D. H., sub-lecturer in economics, 2d 
Lieutenant 11th London. 

Rolston, W. E., junior observer, Solar Physics Ob- 
servatory, Lieutenant East Kent Regiment. 

Stratton, F. J. M., University lecturer in astro- 
physics, Captain 20th Dlv, fiyn. Co., R.E. 

Thirkill, H., demonstrator in experimental phys- 
ics, 2d Lieutenant B.E. 

Thomas, H. H., curator of botanical museum, 2d 
Lieutenant Ciiesh, Brigade R.F.A. 

Wilson, G. H. A., lecturer in mathematics, Cap- 
tain (Army). 

Woodhend, G. Sims, professor of pathology, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel R.A.M.C, 

Wright, C. 8., lecturer in surveying and cartog- 
raphy, 2d Lieutenant Royal Engineers. 


TEM AMEItlCAE CEEMICAL 80CIETS 

The fifty-first meeting of tbe American 
Chemical Society will be held in Seattle, 
Wash., Tuesday, August 81, to Friday, Septem- 
ber 8, inclusive, A epecial train will leave 
Chicago at 6.06 p.m. August 26, over tbe 
Northwestern Railroad. One and one-half days 
will be spent at Glacier National Parle ; one day 
at Mt. Banier National Park; one day ae the 
guests of the Oregon Section at Portland, Ore., 
including luncheon and on excursion on the 
Columbia Biver. The members will disband 
following a smoker to be given by the Cali- 


fornia Section of the society in San Francisco, 
at Techau Tavern, on the evening of Septem- 
ber 6. 

The Arctic Club, located across Profontaine 
Square from headquarters, will keep open house 
to delegates. Dining room and ladies’ dining 
room open all day. A limited number of 
rooms are available and delegatee may secure 
the same by writing M. J. Falkenburg, Pioneer 
Square, Seattle. 

A feature of the meeting will be two sympo- 
siums by the Industrial Division, one a general 
symposium completing the symposium at New 
Orleans and especially devoted to the progress 
of chemistry in special lines of chemical indus- 
try. Papers have been promised pointing out 
the influence of the chemist upon the following 
industries, and his accomplishments therein : 

'^Iron and Steel," George W. Sargent. 

"Iron, and Steel," A, 8. Cushman. 
"Perfumery," Alois von. Isakovics. 
"Perfumery," E. T. Beiser. 

"Lead," G. W, Thompson. 

"Paints and Varnishes," Maximilian Toch. 
"Petroleum," David T. Day. 

"Illuminating Gas," Sidney Mason, 

A symposium will also be held on the distilla- 
tion of wood, papers having been promised by 
the following experts in this line : J, E, 
Withrow, J, E. Teeple, Marc Darrin, Charles 

H. Ilerty, Bailey Tremper and Newton Oritus. 
The general i)rogram of the meeting is as 

follows : 

Monda/y, Avgust SO 

7 P.M. — Council dinner. 

Tuesday, August SI 

10 A.M. — Address of welcome by Henry Suzs^Uo, 
president of University of Washington. Re- 
sponse by Charles H. Herty, president, American 
Chemical Society. Address, "Ohemlcal Indus- 
try," by Dr, Leo H. Baekeland. Response, 
"Industrial Rosources and Opportunities of the 
Pacific Northwest," by Dr. H. K. Benson. 

I. 30 P.M. — Symposium Industrial Division. 

8 P*M. — Complimentary Smoker by Seattle Com- 
mercial Club. 

Wednesday, September 1 
10 A.M. — ^Division meetings, campus. 

1.80 P.M.— Division meetings, campus. 
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4^30 TM . — Autotnobilo trip over boulevards. 

3 p.M. — President’s address, President Charles H. 

Hertj. Business meetiuK* 

Thursda/if, Septemher 2 
Excursion on Puget Sound. 

8 P.M. — Subscription banquet (xda.ce to be ar- 
ranged) price, $3. 

Following are the addresses of the divisional 
secretaries; 

Pivisions: 

AgriculturaJ and Food Chemistry: G. F. Mason, 
H. J. Heim Company, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Biological Chemistry; I. K. Phelps, Bureau of 
Chemistry, Washington, D. C. 

'Fertiluer Chemistry: B. F. Carpenter, Virginia- 
Garolina Chemical Company, Richmond, Vn, 

Industrial Chemists and CbemicaJ Engineers: 
S. H. Salisbury, Jr., Lehigh University, South 
Bethlehem, Pa. 

Organic Chemistry: C. G. Derick, 619 Indiana 
Ave, Urbana, III. 

Pharmaceutical Chemistry: F. B. Eldred, Chair- 
man, Eli Lilly & Company, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Physical and Inorganic Chemistry; R. 0. Wells, 
U. S. Geological Survey, Washington, D. C. 
Section : 

Water Sewage and Sanitation: Harry P. Cor- 
son, State Water Survey, Urbana, Illinois. 

Abstracts of paxicsrs should be prepared and 
brought to the meeting, or, even better, sent to 
the secretary in advance thereof. Members 
some times foil to realise how important this is 
to the BuccoftB of the society and to the proper 
advertisement of the meeting itself. Unless 
abstracts of the papers are brought to the meet- 
ing and early placed in the hands of the secre- 
tary, there is no opportunity for proper public- 
ity in the local press, which is of very great 
advantage to the society. Members will greatly 
aid the secretary's oflSce by remembering this 
fact. Articles not exceeding 100 words in 
length will be printed in Scienck. 

The final program will be aait to all mem- 
bers of the Puget Sound Section, to members 
of the council, and to all members who make 
special request therefor by postal card to this 
office. The expense of printing and mailing 
this program is so great that it will be sent only 
to those who especially desire it on account of 


their intention of attending the meeting. 
Other members will find it printed in the soci- 
ety’a journals. Chablbs L. Pabbonb, 

Secretary 

Box 606, Washington, D. C. 

SCISNTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

The Baumgartner prize of the Vienna Acad- 
emy of Sciences has betm awarded to Dr* Hein- 
rich Rubens, professor of experimental physics 
in the University of Berlin. Other prizes have 
been awarded to Dr. Gustav Herglotz, professor 
of mathematics at I.^ipzig, and to Dr. Wilhelm 
Trendelenburg, professor of physiology at 
Innsbruck. 

Pbofii^ssob Willett G. Miller, provincial 
geologist of Ontario, has been awarded the gold 
medal of the Institute of Mining and Metal- 
lurgy of Great Britain. 

Professor R. A. Millikan, of the Uepart- 
ment of Physics, has been elected president of 
the University of Chicago Chapter of Phi Beta 
Kapxm. 

Mr. H. W, Monokton, Dr. A, B. Rendle, 
Professor A. 0. Seward and Dr. A. E. Shipley 
have been appointewi vice-presidents of the 
Liimean Society for the ensuing year. 

At the last meeting of tlie general committee 
of the Imxierial Cancer Research Fund Sir 
Thomas Barlow was nominated for election as 
an additional member of the executive com- 
mittee, and Sir Rickman J. Godlee was elected 
a member of the general committee. 

Dr. Wilhelm Trabert has, on account of his 
health, retired from the chair of physics in the 
University of Vienna and from the director- 
ship of the Bureau of Meteorology and Geody- 
namics. 

Dr. Karl Redlich, professor of geology in 
the German Technical School at Prague, has 
been elected to be rector for the forthcoming 
year. 

The trustees of the Beit fellowships for 
scientific research, which were founded and en- 
dowed two years ago by Mr. Otto Beit in order 
to promote the advancement of science by 
means of research, have, as we learn from the 
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London Times, recently elected to fellowships 
the following: Mr. William Burgess Hames, 
B.Sc,, of Ley tonatone ; Mr. Christopher K, 
Ingold, B.Sc., of Chiswick, and Mr. Henry N. 
Walsh, B.E., of Cork. Mr. Haines studied at 
University College, London, from 1907 to 1913 ; 
at the University of Gottingen, 1918'-14; and 
has since been at the Imperial College, Mr. 
Ingold was an exhibitioner of the University 
of London in 1912, and a royal scholar in 
1913; from 1911 to 1913 ho was at the Hartley 
University College, Southampton. Mr. Walsh 
received his education in Ireland. lie was a 
scholar, medallist and prizeman at University 
College, Cork, and is now assistant to Professor 
Alexander. The three fellows will carrj' on 
their respective researches in the Imperial Col- 
lege of Science and Technology. 

Mr. Charles P. Brooks, of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, has visited the Weather 
Bureau and Agricultural Experiment Stations 
throughout the southern, western an<l central 
states to study the geographical distribution of 
farm enterprises, the distribution of farm labor 
throughout the year and the climatic element 
involved. 

Nelson C. Brown, professor of forest utili- 
zation in the New York State College of For- 
estry, is spending the summer in a study of 
forest utilization and management in the na- 
tional forests which are maintained by the 
government in the Rookies and Cascades. Ho 
will secure material for class and laboratory 
work and for the Forestry Museum of the 
college. 

Professor G. N. Stewart, director of the 
H. K, Cushing Laboratory of Experimental 
Medicine, Western Reserve University, is 
spending the summer in England. Dr. David 
Marine, associate professor of experimental 
medicine, has also gone abroad. He will be 
associated with Dr. Alexis Carrel In the study 
of wound infections at Oompifegne, France. 

Mr, Henry 6. Bryant, of Philadelphia, has 
returned from a journey which led him through 
the Panama Canal, down the west coast of 
South America with visits to Cuzco and La 
Paz, across the Andes and home via Buenos 
Aires and Rio de Janeiro. 


At the meeting of the Society for the Study 
of Inebriety held in the rooms of the Medical 
Society of London, on July 13, Major Leonard 
Darwin, president of the Eugenics Education 
Society, opened a discussion on alcoholism and 
eugenics. 

The annual meeting of the Society of Chem- 
ical Industry will be held at the Municipal 
School of Teclmology, London, on July 14-16, 
when Professor G. G. Henderson, will deliver 
the presidential address. 

Joseph Tarrioan Monell, the St Louis ento- 
mologist and mining engineer, has died at the 
age of fifty-eight years. The death has al- 
ready been recorded in Science, but the name 
was incorrectly given. 

Coal operators and miners in western Penn- 
sylvania and West Virginia paid on July 15 
tribute to the memory of Dr. Joseph A. 
Holmes, late chief of the United States Bu- 
reau of Mines, whose funeral was held in 
Washington on that day. Many mines sus- 
pended for an hour their work. The Pitts- 
burgh experiment station of the bureau was 
closed. 

Mr. G. F. Chambers, known for his numer- 
ous popular astronomical works, died on May 
24, at the age of seventy-four years. Mr. 
Chambers was for a time one of the vice- 
presidents of the British Astronomical So- 
ciety. 

The entomological collection of the Bureau 
of Science at Manila has been transferred to 
the University of the Philippines, and is now 
located in ample quarters at the College of 
Agriculture, Los Banos, Laguna, P, I., 65 
kilometers from Manila by railroad. This col- 
lection, which contains most of the types of 
Philippine insects, described by European and 
American specialists during the past twelve 
or thirteen years, and containing, at present, 
more than 800,000 pinned specimens, together 
with alcoholic and biological material, will be 
materially increased in value by the collecting 
of faculty and students in the exceedingly rich 
faunal regions of Los Bafios, Mt. Maquiling 
and Mt. Banahao. Mr. Charles S, Banks, as- 
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Bociate profesaor of entomology and chief of 
the department, writes that entomologists visit- 
ing the Philippines will bo cordially welcomed 
to the laboratories and every facility for their 
comfort will be placed at their disposal. 

Explohatioks being made in the Westhaver 
mounds six miles south of Circleville by Cu- 
rator William C. Mills, of the Ohio Archeo- 
logical and Historical Museum, the Ohio State 
University, have brought to light interesting 
relics of aboriginal burial mounds. This 
mound is 16 feet high and 100 feet in diam- 
eter, about 2,000 cubic feet of earth, and every 
inch must be carefully examined. A total of 
fifteen burials was found in the mound, four 
of them in graves below the surface or base of 
the mound, and the remainder in the mound 
proper. In many cases the skeletons were 
found to be lacking one or more bones, and in 
one case the skull alone was found. This was 
explained by Dr. Mills as indicating the cus- 
tom of reburial, practised by the mound build- 
ers. At one point in the explorations a huge 
grave was opened, extending five feet below 
the base line. In the grave were found throe 
skeletons, placed side by side — ^two adults and 
a child. The adults, probably a man and a 
woman, were almost six feet in height, while 
the tliird skeleton was that of a child perhaps 
seven years old. Dr. Mills and his party will 
spend most of the summer working in this 
mound- 


UmrJEJ&SITT AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS 

Professor C. H. Eigenmann has been reap- 
pointed research professor in zoology, Indiana 
University, for the year 1916-16. He will de- 
vote his time to the study of South American 
freshwater fishes. 

At the University of Michigan, Dr. Alex- 
ander G. Euthven has been promoted to the 
position of professor of zoology. He will re- 
tain the directorship of the Museum of Zoology. 

The following promotions and appointments 
have been made by the trustees and medical 
faculty of Western Eeserve University : 
William Evans Brunner, A.M., M.D., clinical 
professor of ophthalmology, to be professor of 


ophthalmology, with seat and vote in the faculty. 
H. H. McGregor, Ph.D., to be instructor in 
biochemistry ; C. D. Christie, A.B., M.D., 
demonstrator of medicine and medical resident 
of Western Reserve University and Lakeside 
Hospital, to be director of the Clinical Re- 
search Laboratory at Lakeside Hospital, and 
Russell J. Collins, A.B., M.D., to be demon- 
strator of pharmacology. 

In the University of Nebraska School of 
Medicine, Dr, Max Morse becomes assistant 
professor of biological chemistry. 

C, E. Howell, of tlie University of Missouri, 
and E. B. Kranz, of Iowa State College, have 
been appointed to the division of animal hus- 
bandry at the State College of Washington. 

Dr. Johannes Thiele, professor of chemis- 
try at Strassburg, has declined a call to suc- 
ceed Professor Wallach at Gottingen, and Dr. 
Friedrich Paschcn, professor of physics at 
Tubingen, has likewise declined to succeed 
Professor Eiocke in the same institution. 


DISCUSSION AND COEEESPONDENCE 

CANCER AND HEREDITY 

In Dr. Slye^s recent communication^ con- 
cerning the inheritance of cancer, reference is 
made by way of illustration to a type of color 
inheritance which, since it is quite contrary to 
the more generally accepted principles of Men- 
delian inheritance, requires critical comment. 

On page 160 she states “ Let me at this 
point recall some of the basic facts of hered- 
ity.” She then proceeds, using the customary 
Mendelian terms dominant*' and "reces- 
she" to describe a cross between gray and 
albino mice, and indicates results which ore 
incompatible with those of other investigators. 
She furthermore furnishes no data in support 
of this more or less revolutionary hypothesis. 

As Oastle, Allen, Bateson, Durham, Cu4iiot» 
Plate, Davenport, and many others have car- 
ried on investigations on this particular prob- 
lem in genetics and have reached results con- 
trary to those obtained by Slye, it seems rea- 

3L Slye, Maud, * ' The Incidence and Inherltability 
of Spontaneous Cancer in Mice,’’ Jour, of Med, 
Eeaearch, 1915, XXXll., 169. 
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son able to demand a full preE^ntation of her 
data on the inheritance of albinism in mice. 
In fact, a careful repetition of such work 
should be expected before her claims are to 
be accepted. 

To those unfamiliar with the work of the 
geneticists above mentioned, Slye’s paper might 
be taken as presenting the well-known prin- 
ciples of Metidelian inheritance. With a 
knowledge of the facts, however, it is obvious 
that the type of inheritance which she outlines 
has not been observed in similar material by 
any of the investigators above mentioned. 
That this discrepancy is not based on an over- 
sight on the part of Miss Slye has been deter- 
mined by personal correspondence. 

0. 0. Little 

Habvaed Unu'ersity 

RAPIUM FERTILTZEH 

In a recent number of Science^ there ap- 
X)eared an article by Hopkins and Sachs of the 
University of Illinois on Radium Fertilizer 
in Field Testa in which they gave results of n 
series of teste where they used .01, .1 and 1 
milligram of radium per acre. Their results 
showed that radium used in these amounts had 
no effect. 

It is well known that radium is present in all 
substances in slight traces. I thought it of 
interest to calculate the amount of radium in 
one acre. The question immediately arises, 
What is the volume of an acre? For agricul- 
tural purposes I think that every one will agree 
that the soil should be at least 6 inches, 12J 
centimeters, deep. 

There are 48,660 square feet in one acre. 
This when reduced to square centimeters is 
approximately 40,000,000 or 4X10^ This 
when multiplied by the depth, 124 is 5 X 
cubic centimeters. Taking Rutherford’s aver- 
age value for the amount of radium in the 
crust of the earth as 2 X grams radium 
per gram of material,^ and calling the density 
of the soil, which is about 1.2, unity, and then 
multiplying 6X10® by 2><10-»® we have 

iVol, 41, p. 782, May 14, 3916. 

ft'^Butberford Radioactive Substanees and Their 
Bastions,*’ p, 660. 


1 X 1^"* grams or 1 milligram of radium in 
an acre of soil. 

Thus Hopkins and Sachs in using their 
maximum amount, 1 milligram, at a cost of 
$100 only doubled the amount of radium in 
the soil. A fertilizer is on the market which 
contains radium, .05 to .08 microgram, or 5 
to 8 X 10“® grams to the pound. The company 
recommends one pound of the fertilizer to fifty 
square feet of soil. Fifty square feet of soil, 
figured as above, contains about 6 X 10*^ 
grams of radium. Thus the average soil con- 
tains ten times as much as they recommend in 
their fertilizer. 

Besides the radium in the soil we have the 
radium emanation, a gas which slowly rises 
through the soil from the interior of the earth. 
Experiments show that about 1,000 X 10’^* 
curies of radium emanation issue from every 
square meter of the earth’s surface in an hour. 
(A curie of emanation is the amount of em- 
anation which is in equilibrium with one gram 
of radium, or the amount which will collect 
in a closed vessel in 30 days when the vessel 
contains one gram of radium.) Every square 
centimeter of the earth’s surface gives off 
.1 X curios per hour, or .0003 X 10“^® 
curies per second. One curio equals about 
4.8X1^® gram seconds. (A gram second is 
the amount of radium emanation given off by 
a gram of radium in a second.) Then 
.0003 X 10'“ curies equals about 150 X lO"!® 
gram seconds, or the amount of radium em- 
anation which is continually given off by 
150 X 10'“ grams of radium. 

Thus the amount of radium emanation given 
off by the soil is 60 to 100 times as much as 
that which is given off by the radium in the 
upper five-inch layer of the soil. 

To double the emanation in the soil one 
must use about 75 milligrams of radium per 
acre at a cost of $7,600 per acre. 

R. R. Ramsey 

Department or Physics, 

Indiana University 

sugar-beet mosaic 

Axthouoh this disease of the sugar beet has 
been observed for more than a dozen years it 
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has not heretofore been described, so far as the 
writer is able to determine. It occurs chiefly 
in the middle and western portions of the 
United States and appears to bo increasing 
from year to year in some localities. By actual 
count in a large number of commercial fields 
it affects from ten to twenty per cent, of the 
stand and thereby threatens to become a limit- 
ing factor in sugar-beet culture in some areas. 
It makes its appearance about mid-summer and 
is easily recognized by the following char- 
acteristic. 

The leaves affected are mottled yellow and 
green. The spots are not always sharply de- 
fined, but usually shade into each other, giving 
the affected leaves a yellowish appearance. 
Prequently only a part of the leaves on the 
same beet are affected, at least during the 
early stages of the disease. The remaining 
leaves seem to be perfectly normal in color 
and growth. The leaves showing the disease 
symptoms vary in number from one to many 
on the same plant. They have shortened 
petioles^ usually dwarfed and frequently 
thickened blades. The affected leaves, if nu- 
merous, generally occupy one side only of the 
beet crown and extend from the outer whorl 
on one side of the crown to or past the center. 
The normal leaves occupying the opposite side 
of the crown give to the beet top a one-sided 
appearance. Occasionally all the leaves of a 
mosaic beet show the characteristic symptoms 
mentioned above. This is generally the case 
at or near harvest time. The shortened pet- 
ioles give the leaves a tufted appearance, as 
in the case of curly- top, 

The root is dwarfed and often hairy, thereby 
further resembling curly-top. The affected 
beets usually persist until harvest time, but 
those attacked early in the season are too small 
to be of any commercial value. It is evident 
that the assimilative functions of the beet are 
seriously impaired, but the real cause of the 
disease is not yet known. As indicated above, 
there are several particulars in which the two 
diseases, curly-top and sugar-beet mosaic, are 
similar, but even though they are both fre- 
quently found in the same field, they are easily 
distinguished the one from the other. The 


writer has suggested sugar-beet mosaic as a 
tentative name for this disease. It is hoped 
that the investigations now under way will 
establish the real cause of the disease, enable 
ns to find a practical remedy and suggest a 
more satisfactory name. C. 0. Townseito 

DEtiPUINUS AND PHOC.^NA IN THK DELAWARE 
Occasion ALLY cetaceans enter the Delaware 
and wander up into fresh water, though appar- 
ently not above tidal influence. On elanuary 
21, 1915, a dolphin {DelphinuH delphu) was 
found at Riverton, New Jersey. It was about 
six feet in length. I examined it several days 
later, when the skeleton was shipped to Phila- 
delphia, for the museum of the Academy. 
Though the dolphin has been taken in New 
York Harbor, and once at Ocean City in New 
Jersey in 1894, no other records of its occur- 
rence in New Jersey limits have ever been 
given. 

The harbor porpoise {PKootsna phoc(^na) has 
been credited with ascending various of the 
larger rivers of Now Jersey, as well as the 
Delaware, though no actual identified speci- 
mens appear to have been noted. 1 only know 
of one, which was washed ashore above Bristol, 
Pennsylvania, during the summer of 1904. It 
had been floating about with the tides for 
some time previously, having been first located 
at Bordentown, New Jersey. It was a rather 
small specimen, and not preserved. 

Henry W. Fowler 
Academy op Natural Sciences op 
Philadelphia 

scimTiric BOOKS 

Ouideb<^o]c of the Western United States: 
Part A, Northern Pacific Route, with a side 
trip to Yellowstone Park ; Part B, Overland 
Route, with a aide trip to Yellowstone Park; 
Part 0, Santa Fe Route, with a side trip to 
Grand Canyon of the Colorado; Part 
Shasta Route and Coast Line ; Bulletins 611, 
612, 618, 614, respectively, United States 
Geological Survey. Washington, 1915. 

The second of these is at hand and preaom- 
ably IB representative of the four in general 
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plan and make-up. The preface indicates their 
purpose in part oa follows: 

The present stimulus given to travel in the 
home country will encourage many thousands 
of Americana to study geography at first hand. 
To make this study most profitable the traveler 
needs a handbook that will answer the ques- 
tions that come to his mind so readily along 
the way. Furthermore, the aim of such a 
guide should be to stimulate the eye in the 
seletrtion of the essentials in the scene that so 
rapidly unfolds itself in the crossing of the 
continent. In recognition of the opportunity 
afforded in 1915 to render service of this kind 
to an unusually large number of American 
citifsens as well as to visitors from other coun- 
tries, the United States Geological Survey has 
prepared a series of guidebooks covering four 
of the older railroad routes west of the 
Mississippi. 

“ . . . The plan of the series is to present 
authoritative information that may enable the 
reader to realize adequately the scenic and 
material resources of the region he is trav- 
ersing, to comprehend correctly the basis of 
its development, and above all to appreciate 
keenly the real value of the country he looks 
out upon, not as so many square miles of 
territory represented on the map in a railroad 
folder by meaningless spaces, but rather as 
land — real estate, if you please — varying 
widely in present appearance because differing 
largely in its history and characterized by even 
greater variation in values because possessing 
diversified natural resources. . , . 

‘‘Items of interest in civic development or 
references to significant epochs in the record of 
discovery and settlement may be interspersed 
with explanations of mountain and valley or 
statements of geologic history. . . . 

“ To this interpretation of our own country 
the United States Geological Survey brings the 
accumulated data of decades of pioneering in- 
vestigation, and the present contribution is 
only one type of return to the public which 
has Bi^vported this scientific work under the 
federal government” 

The volume is essentially a guide to what 


may be seen from the train windows. It is more 
especially devoted to geology and physiography 
and in the bands of any interested traveler 
should materially contribute to the value and 
pleasure of the trip; throughout it has been 
planned for readers with little or no geological 
training, yet it will be found exceedingly valu- 
able by geologists who are traveling through 
the region and seeing as much as possible from 
the train window. 

It consists of 244 pages, 49 plates of views 
and 25 maps which cover the route from Omaha 
to San Francisco and from, Ogden to the 
boundary of Yellowstone Park. The maps are 
on a scale of about 8 miles to the inch; tlie 
country adjacent to the route is represented by 
contours with a 200-foot interval; all railroad 
stations are represented with their elevation 
and the miles are indicated by the crossties on 
the railroad line, every tenth being numbered. 
The geological formations are mapped, only 
the boundaries being given with a letter to 
indicate the member; in this way colors are 
avoided and the map is essentially a geographic 
one, not confusing to the traveler who is not 
geologically minded, but adequate to the geol- 
ogist, with the help of the cross-sections given 
on many of the maps. The maps are so in- 
serted in the text that they may be conveniently 
before the traveler while reading. 

The text is a station-to-station itinerary. 
In it one finds much data on the population 
and history of towns, cost of railroad construc- 
tion, on bridges, cuts and fills, location of early 
forts and settlements, history of mining camps 
and their production, discharge of streams and 
potential water power, irrigation, amounts of 
farm production, a random note on vegetation, 
archeology and fauna of Great Salt Lake. 
There is, however, more of geology and physi- 
ography than of these other topics. Large and 
numerous footnotes carry explanatory and sup- 
plementary data on the formations passed 
through and on their fossil contents, on the 
history of early settlers, battles with the 
Indians, the history of railroad building, etc. 
Much of this is popular in nature and for the 
travder who is not scientifically trained. 

While the description applies almost en- 
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tirely to the immediate route, notes are given 
on short side trips at two or three points. A 
list of 45 publications on the region and a 
glossary of geological terms are appended. 

J. E. Hyde 

Webteen Resebve Univebsitt 


FSOCEEDINQS OF THE NATIONAL ACAD- 
EMY OF SCIENCES 
(NUMBEB 7) 

The seventh number of volume 1 of the Pro- 
ceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
contains tlie following articles : 

1. Nova Geminorum No, 2 as a Wolf^Eayei 
Star: Walter S. Adams and Fuanoxs G. 
Pease, Mount Wilson Solar Observatory, 
Carnegie Institution of Washington. 

A continuous series of observations on Nova 
Geminorum No. 2 has shown the development 
of the spectrum of this star through the suc- 
cessive stages characteristic of novce into one 
very strongly resembling that of planetary 
nebulae; and then by the gradual elimination 
of the nebular lines and their replacement by 
WoK-Rayet bonds, into a spectrum identical 
with this characteristic type of stellar spectra, 

2. The Muling and Performance of a Ten-inch 
Diffraction Orating : A, A. Miohelson, 
Ryerson Physical Laboratory, University of 
Chicago. 

A ten-inch grating (actual ruled surface 9.4 
inches by 28 inches) having a theoretical re- 
solving power of about 660,000 shows an actual 
power of about 600,000. The method of ob- 
taining exact ruling is also discussed. 

8. A Singular Dark Marking on the Sky: 
E. E. Barnard, Ycrkes Observatory, Uni- 
versity of Chicago, 

From a dark object in Cepheus and those in 
Taurus the author gets the impression that 
the interstellar spaces are suffused with a feeble 
nebulosity and that the dark marks are due 
to the projection upon this background of 
nearer dark, opaque objects. 

4. A Highly Sensitive Electrometer: A. L. 
Parson, Chemical Laboratory, University of 
California. 

The principle ci working in a condition 
approaching instability is used to increase 


greatly the sensitiveness of electrometer and 
obtain an instrument theoretically sensitive 
enough to detect 10“® volt (though unsteadi- 
ness makes it as yet impossible to detect on 
isolated potcutial-diference of less than 
3 X volt). 

5. The Distribution and Functions of Tribal 
Societies among the Plains Indians: A Pre- 
liminary Report: Cwrk Wissleh, Ameri- 
can Museum of Natural History, New York. 
Field-work conducted by the writer and his 
associates in the American Museum of Natural 
History leads to the conclusion that the soci- 
eties have spread from tribe to tribe by culture 
diffusion of a desultory kind; that certain fea- 
tures of organization are traceable to partic- 
ular tribes, and no one tribe can be the 
originator of the society as a whole. 

8. The Determination of Surface-Tension: 
T. W. Richards and L. B. Coombs, Wolcott 
Gibbs Memorial Laboratory, Haxrard Uni- 
versity. 

Attention is called to various souroes of 
error in the measurement and in the calcu- 
lation of surface-tension by the capillary-tube 
method, an improved form of this method is 
described, a new correction for the meniscus 
is proposed, and exact measurements with a 
number of liquids are presented. 

7, An Exhibit in Physical Anthropology: Ales 
Hrdlicka, Division of Physical Anthropol- 
ogy, U. S. National Museum, Washington. 
The exhibits prepared under the direction 

of the author for the exposition at San Diego 
are described briefly to indicate their breadth, 
their permanent value, and their capability of 
forming the foundation of an anthropological 
center. 

8. The OompressibilUies of the Elements and 
Their Relations to Other Properties: T, W. 
Richards, Wolcott Gibbs Memorial Labora- 
tory, Harvard University. 

This paper records all the recent Work on 
the compressibility of the elements performed 
at Harvard, reduced to the beet available stand- 
ard — the newly determined compressibility of 
mercury. It is pointed out that the reoiprooals 
of the mating points are very closely associated 
with the coefficients of expansion, and that 
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both of these properties seem to be essentially 
connected with atomic volume and compressi- 
bility. 

9. Badial YelocUies within the Great Nehida 
of Orion: Edwin B. Frost, Yerkes Obser- 
vatory, University of Chicago, 

We must alter our conceptions of tho nebula 
as an enormous mass of quiescent gas, and re- 
gard it as seething with local whirlpools besides 
perhaps having a considerable motion of rota- 
tion as a whole. 

10. The Radial Velocities of the More Distant 

Walter S. Adams, Mount Wilson 
Solar Observatory, Carnegie Institution of 
Washington. 

The radial velocity of stars increases rapidly 
with the proper motion, and only very grad- 
ually with the spectral type. This agrees with 
Eddington’s hypothesis that the relation be- 
tween velocity and spectral type may be a 
relation between velocity and distance. 

11. Localization of the Hereditary Material in 
the Germ Cells: T. H. Morgan, Department 
of Zoology, Columbia University. 

The chromosomes not only furnish a mech- 
anistic explanation of Mendelian heredity, but 
in the case of non-disjunction and in the 
case of the point-by-point correspondence l>e- 
tween the linkage groups and the chromosomes, 
furnish a verifiable explanation of the results. 
In the case of crossing-over and of interference 
the chromosomes give us the only objective 
explanation of the results that has been as yet 
offered. 

12. Researches on the Chemical and Min- 
eralogical Composition of Meteorites: 
George P. Merrill, Department of Geology, 
United States National Museum, Washing- 
ton. 

Abstract of extensive investigations which 
will appear as a memoir in the series of 
Memoirs of the National Academy, 

18. On the Representation of Arhitrary Func- 
tions hy Defimte Inteorals: W. B. Ford, 
Department of Mathematics, University of 
Michigan. 

The function /(*) is represented as the limit 
of a definite integral depending on a para* 


meter when the parameter becomes infinite, or 
by a series of defimte integrals. 

14. The Lymphocyte as a Factor in Natural 
and Induced Resistance to Transplanted 
Cancer: James B. Murphy and John J. 
Morton, Rockefeller Institute for Medical 
Research, New York. 

A marked increase in the circulating lym- 
phocytes occurs after cancer-inoculation in 
mice with either a natural or induced immu- 
nity. When this lymphoid reaction is pre- 
vented by a previous destruction of the 
lymphoid tissue with X-ray the immune states 
are destroyed ; hence the lymphocyte is a neces- 
sary factor in cancer immunity. 

15. 8ome Theorems connected with Irrational 
Numbers: William Duncan MacMillan, 
Department of Astronomy, University of 
Chicago. 

The presence of the factors i — jy in the 
denominators of series arising in celestial me- 
chanics does not affect the domain of converg- 
ence of the series, provided y is a positive 
irrational number which satisfies a rather 
mild condition. 

Edwin Bidwell Wilson 
SPECIAL ARTICLES 

ON HYDRATION AND SOLUTION ” IN GELATIN 

I 

The importance of the swelling and of the 
solution ” of protein colloids for the inter- 
pretation of many biological phenomena has 
been emphasized repeatedly.^ Thus, the laws 
governing the absorption of water by simple 
proteins like fibrin, gelatin, gluten, etc., and 
those governing the absorption of water by 
animal and plant tissues are identical. It has 
thus become possible to eiqilain on a colloid- 
chemical basis not only the normal water con- 
tent of cells and tissues, but also to account 
for the abnormally great absorption character- 
istic of excessive turgor, plaamoptysis, and 
edema. On the other hand, the changes char- 
acteristic of the “ solution ” of previously solid 
1 See Martin H. Fischer, * ‘ CEdema and Ne- 
phritis," second edition, New York (1915), whore 
references to the older literature on this subject 
will be found. 
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oolloids (as when gelatin ** dissolves under 
the influence of a rise in temperature) may 
be, and have been called upon to explain the 
origin of the albumin appearing in the urine 
in certain typos of kidney disease, in the li- 
quids which are squeezed off by heavily hy- 
drated (edematous) tissues (the ao^ealled 

transudates ”)* etc. 

On the basis of such concepts, excessive 
turgor, plasm oly sis and edema may be defined 
as states of increased hydration of the (hy- 
drophilic) body colloids, while albuminuria 
(when not simply due to gross rupture of 
blood and lymph vessels with escape of their 
contents) may be defined as a state of in- 
creased solubility ” of the kidney colloids. 
The causes of an edema or of an albuminuria 
are, in their turn, to be found in the condition 
or conditions which are capable of bringing 
about these physicochemical changes in the 
colloids of the body. As of dominant impor- 
tance in this matter 1 have emphasized the ab- 
normal production or accumulation of acid in 
the pathologically involved tissues, though as 
1 have pointed out many times before, this 
need not be, and probably is not, the only 
cause for the observed colloid-chemical changes. 

The almost constant association of edema 
with a solution of the body proteins (as, 
for example, a swelling of the kidney with an 
albuminuria) suggested from the first that 
the same cause might lie behind both. In 
order to prove that this is the case, I have not 
only described acid intoxication experiments 
on animals which result constantly in the pro- 
duction of an edema of the kidney (and other 
organs) and an albuminuria, but also obser- 
vations on pure proteins (fibrin, gelatin, etc.) 
which show that the same acid which leads to 
the increased swelling also leads to ** solu- 
tion of the proteins. 

n 

It is a commonly accepted view that the 

solution ” of a protein represents but the ex- 
treme of that which in lesser degree is called 
swelling. So far as I know, it has been held 
almost universaUy that sufficient hydration, 
results as a matter of course, in solution.” A 


warning against the general adoption of this 
view has been sounded before.® 

I have recently been working on gelatins at 
concentrations and at temperatures near their 
gelatin and melting-points. Working in this 
region has yielded results which prove con- 
clusively that ike phenomena of hydration 
{swelling) and of “ solution ” in protein geU^ 
while freqibently associated, are essentially 
different. Hydration is to he regarded as a 
chamge through which the protein enters into 
physicochemical combination with Us solvent 
{water ) ; " solution/' as one which can he most 
easily understood at the present time as the 
expression of an iricrease in the degree of dis- 
persion of the colloid. The experiments show 
that the increase in degree of dispersion is, 
on the whole, antagonistic to the hydration 
process, in that more finely dispersed colloid 
particles seem incapable of holding as much 
water as coarser ones. 

Eor the experiments I used a commercial 
gelatin very low in salts which previous ex- 
periments had shown to be capable of great 
swelling with maintenance of form. Even so 
dilute a mixture as an O.fi to 0.9 per cent, so- 
lution of the stock gelatin would set into a 
solid mass when left to itself for a few hours 
at 25*^ 0. The experiments were carried out 
with 2 per cent, gelatin. This formed a very 
stiff gel upon which the effects of different 
added substances were then studied. The con- 
clusions from such studies may be summed up 
as follows: 

1. The addition of acids and alkalies to 
gelatin markedly decreases its tendency to gel. 

2. The addition of acid or alkali will not 
only prevent gelation of a liquid gelatin but 
it will at the same concentration make a 
solid gelatin liquefy. 

3. The addition of proper amounts of vari- 
ous salts to acid- or alkali-gelatins which in 
themselves would never gel leads to their 
prompt gelation, in other words, the salts an- 
tagonize the liquefying action of the acid or 
alkali. 

4. The salts show an optimum in their in- 

s Bee Martin H. Fischer, * * CB)dema and Ne- 
phritis/* second edition, 488, 444, New York 
(1915). 
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bibjtive efFeots upon the liquefying influence 
of acids and alkalies. 

6. At the same concentration diflerent salts 
are unequally effective in their power of pro- 
ducing gelation in liquid acid- or alkali-gela- 
tins. Speaking generally, trivalent radicals 
are more active in this regard than bivalent 
ones, and these than univalent ones. 

6. A quantitative relationship exists be- 
tween the liquefying power of an added acid 
and the antagonistic action upon this of a 
salt. Gelatin zuixtures containing a definite 
concentration of some salt, and solid when a 
certain concentration of an acid is established 
in them, begin to soften and finally to liquefy 
as the acid concentration is raised. 

7. Other substaiicofl besides acids and alka- 
lies favor the liquefaction of gelatin. Urea, 
pyridin, and the amius are found in this group. 

in 

These experiments have a bearing upon 
certain problems in colloid-chemistry and iu 
biology and medicine. Under the former head- 
ing they bring the first proof, as far as I know, 
that hydration and solution in proteins is not 
the same thing. We seem to be justified in the 
assumption that gelatin is a chemical sub- 
stance capable of existing in different degrees 
of association or polymerization. Depending 
upon the temperature and other changes in its 
environment, the degree of this association, 
and hence the size of the particles of which 
the gelatin is composed, may be greatly varied. 
At higher temperatures, under the influence 
of acids and alkalies, etc., the particles become 
small, while under the reverse conditions they 
become larger. With these changes in size 
they change their physicochemical properties 
so that under the former circumstances they 
are liquid and clear, while under the latter 
they become solid and opalescent. The par- 
ticles seem capable of absorbing roost water 
(becoming most heavily hydrated) when they 
have a medium diameter. Entirely neutral 
gelatin (in which the particles are large) 
therefore absorbs some water, which on the 
addition of acid (which multipliefs the par- 
ticles and makes l^em smaller) is increased. 
On further addition of acid, however, the par- 


ticles decrease in size to beyond that optimal 
for swelling. In this region the mixture, as a 
whole, begins to liquefy and shortly there- 
after begins to show prominent evidences of 
going into '^solution.” 

In swelling” experiments this region cor- 
responds with that where with progressive in- 
creases in the concentration of acid the stead- 
ily mounting curve of water absorption begins 
to fall. It really means that the division of 
the gelatin particles has progressed beyond 
the point at which they hold their greatest 
amount of water. 

The addition of salts to gelatin increases 
the size of the particles and in so doing brings 
them back toward the region more nearly 
optimal for hydration. As the salt makes the 
gelatin stiffer its opalescence again increases.* 

From a biological point of view these ex- 
periments bring renewed evidence of the pro- 
tein nature of the reactions in living cells in 
which an antagonism is observed between acids 
(or alkalies) and neutral salts. They also 
show why with a gradually mounting degree 
of acid intoxication in living matter, more 
and more salt is necessary to keep the affected 
proteins in a given physical state; in other 
words, why in clinical medicine more than 
“physiological” salt solutions, namely, so- 
called “ hypertonic ” ones, must be used in 
order to reduce an edema, an albuminuria, or 
similar states. Why salts with bivalent or 
polyvalent radicals have so long been recog- 
nized as of special aid in these practical clin- 
ical problems is also evident from these ex- 
periments. 

The experiments also explain why injured 
tissues pass, as a rule, through a primary 
period of swelling into a second one of soften- 
ing. Under the influence of the acids (and 
similarly acting substances) brought into play 
by the injurious agents the tissues first swell, 
but as the acid content rises protein dissocia- 

•Ab will he shown in another communication, 
most of those statements hold for other proteins 
also. It is well to emphasise even here, however, 
that the salts tend to tnerease the size of the par- 
tielea jand thus dominantly to favor hydration 
under eertaln circumstances only in gelatin. 
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tion bocomoB more prominent, betraying itself 
by the greater tendenpy of the tissues to li- 
quefy and, since hydration is now less, by soft* 
ening. 

The experiments also bear upon the problem 
of digestion and that special phase of it known 
as autolysie. The first changes observable in 
these reactions consist of swelling, followed 
by softening and dissolution of the proteins 
acted upon. Acids and alkalies have long been 
known to favor these initial steps in proteolysis^ 
while salts have been known to inhibit them. 
Their action has usually been laid to the eSect 
upon the enzymes themselves. As has been 
pointed out before,* acids, alkalies and salts 
produce at least as large and probably their 
greatest effects upon the proteins undergoing 
digestion. The important practical and theo- 
retical bearings such considerations have upon 
laboratory practise and in the every-day prob- 
lems of the hanging of meat, its preservation 
by salting, the prevention of putrefaction, etc., 
is self-evident. 

The experiments also reemphasize the neces- 
sity of interpreting in the simpler language 
of coUoid-chemifltry the mass of experimental 
material now jumbled under the heading of 
^^permeability” studies. It means little to 
say that under the influence of acids or of 
substances which in living cells produce acid 
effects (like the anesthetics) the ^‘permeabil- 
ity” of the “plasma” membranes surround- 
ing cells is increased so that albumin gets out 
or salts get in. Not only are plasma mem- 
branes figments of the imagination, but noth- 
ing is gained by heaping “ permeability ” 
properties upon them. “Permeability” is a 
physiological concept which needs itself to be 
explained. The proteins throughout a cell 
(not only in its hypothetical overcoat) can 
under the influence of acids, for example, be 
made to absorb water, to absorb salt,® to soften 
end to give off albumin. And as all these ef- 
fects can be reduced through the addition of 
various salts, there would seran to remain little 
reason to ignore for the interpretation of weH- 

4 Bfartm H. Fischer and Gertrude AToore, Am, 
Jowr. of Fhysiol., 20, 880 (1907). 

s Ma^ H, Fischer, Jour, Am, Med. Aseoc.^ 64, 
828 (1916). 
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During the year 191 4-1 6 the Section of Biology 
and Geology of the Academy of Science and Art of 
Pittsburgh held fifteen meetings with an average 
attendance of about 150 members. The general 
topic under discussion was Evolution and the fol- 
lowing papers were presented: 

October 1914. Dr. Frank Schlesinger, Director 
of the Allegheny Observatory: ''Evolution of 
the Universe.** 

October 20. Professor Henry Leighton, of the 
University of Pittsburgh: "The Earth's History 
and Development." 

November 3, Dr. Chas. R. Fettke, of the Oamogie 
Institute of Technology: "The History of the 
Bocks. * * 

November 17. Dr. A. E. Ortmann, of the Carnegie 
Museum: "The Direct Evidence for Evolution." 
December 1. Dr. 0. E. Jennings, of the Carnegie 
Museum: "The Evolution and Ecology of 
Plants." 

December 15. Dr. A, E. Ortmann: "Evolution in 
Animals. " 

January 5, 1915. Professor L. E. Griflin, of the 
University of Pittsburgh; "Embryology in its 
Belation to Evolution." 

January 19. Dr. W, J. Holland, Director of the 
Carnegie MuHoum: "deontology." 

February 2. Professor Boswell H. Johnson, of 
the University of Pitteburgh: "Experimental 
Evolution." 

February 16. Mr. 0. A. Peterson, of the Carnegie 
Musonm; "The Evolution of Man," 

March 2. Mr. George Seibel: "The Evolution of 
Society." 

March 16. Professor L. E. Griffin; "Ant Be- 
havior. ^ * 

April 6. Professor Gardner 0. Basset, of the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh : ' ' Heredity. * ^ 

April 20. Dr, H. B. Davis, principal of the Train- 
ing School for Teachers; "Evolution in Educa- 
tion. 

May 18, Bev, Charles E. Snyder: "The Evolution 
of Beligious Thought." 

Oharlbb B. ItoTHE, 
Seofeiury 
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THE AMEK2CAN ASSOCIATION FOB THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE^ 
SCIENCE AND CIVILIZATION 
The American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science is sixty-seven years 
old. It has held annual meetings success- 
ively in the eastern centers of population 
and education, from Boston to Denver and 
from New Orleans to Toronto, We are to- 
day opening the first meeting of the asso- 
ciation west of the Rocky Mountains. It 
gives a more correct impression to note 
that the Denver meeting of 1901 and the 
San Francisco meeting are the only ones 
thus far held west of the Mississippi River 
cities — in the western three fifths of the 
United States. The San Francisco meeting 
has been appointed with the double pur- 
pose of encouraging tlie development of 
science in the Pacific region and of uniting 
with other organizations in celebrating the 
completion of the Panama Canal. 

There could scarcely be a better illus- 
tration of the relations of science to civili- 
zation than the canal supplies. This great 
waterway has been constructed, not so 
much by the potency of our national wealth 
in gold, not so much by the wonderful engi- 
neering and administrative ability which 
we all delight to honor, as by the victory of 
pure and applied science over the sources 
of malarial and yellow fever infection. 
Three centuries of research in the various 
branches of biology, as pure sciences, inau- 
gurated by Vesalius’s anatomical dissec- 
tions (about 1530), by Harvey’s discoveiy 
of the circulation of the blood (about 
1616), by Hooker’s introduction of the 
J Addresa of the President, Ban Francisco meet- 
ing, Augtist 2, 1915. 
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microscope (about 1666), by Leeuwen- 
hoek’s discovery of protozoa (1675) and 
indeed of bacteria (1687), and continued 
by a succession of unselfish men whose 
names are as household words to all biolo* 
gists, had led up naturally to the mighty 
contributions of Pasteur, Lister and Koch 
in bacteriology. Then followed, logically, 
the investigations of Seed and others upon 
yellow fever infection, and of Laveran, 
Manson and Boss upon malarial infection. 
Except for such voluntary tests as were 
made at the peril of their lives by Doctors 
Lazear and Carroll in Cuba in the year 
1900, in which Lazear paid the extreme 
penalty of death from yellow fever, and 
for the tests made by many other volun- 
teers, especially in Italy, as to malaria, in 
order to determine the precise conditions 
under which certain mosquitoes transmit 
these diseases, the canal would not be com- 
plete to-day. Our government might not, 
in fact, have started upon its construction ; 
or, if the government had started blindly 
to lead the blind, there would have been 
failure as miserable as that recorded by the 
French canal company, and for the same 
reason. We forget unpleasant facts 
quickly; for example: that of thirty-six 
brave French nurses who came together 
to the canal zone, only twelve returned to 
Prance; that out of eighteen ambitious 
young French engineers who crossed the 
Atlantic on the same ship for service on the 
canal, only one was alive at the end of 
thirty days; and that the laborers died by 
the thousands. The project of construct- 
ing the canal was surrendered to an un- 
known enemy. Let us assume, however, 
that such sacrifices had prevailed in their 
purpose and that the canal had been com- 
pleted in accordance with the engineering 
plans. With malaria and yellow fever still 
ruling in the canal zone, and with the zone 
as a center of infection for all ports of the 


Atlantic and the Pacific, would a completed 
canal be a valued asset to commerce, or 
would it be a constant menace and a nui- 
sance? Let Memphis and Havana and 
New Orleans answer. A grateful people 
could worthily erect by the Gk>lden Gate a 
monument to Lazear, who gave all that he 
had to make the construction of the canal 
possible, and to make the completed canal 
of permanent value. 

The minds of all thoughtful people are 
dwelling daily upon another great appli- 
cation of science — the European and world- 
wide war. During the past twelve months 
the resources of the leading European na- 
tions have been applied with the utmost 
intensity to purposes of destruction — to 
turning the hands of civilization backward. 
The most recent discoveries in science and 
the latest inventions are utilized in dealing 
death to the foe, from the air, from the 
land, from the sea, and from under the sea. 
It is a fact that the eflSciency of the engines 
of death in all nations is measured by the 
state of science in those nations. By way 
of comment upon this lamentable truth, 
what shall we who advocate the advance- 
ment of science say for the faith that is in 
us? The prostitution of science to the 
killing and crippling of men is indeed an 
ugly fact, but its results are negligible in 
comparison with the daily ministrations of 
science to the people’s needs. A conflagra- 
tion may bum a great city ; but the inhab- 
itants of that city do not ask that fire, the 
most useful servant of the human race, 
shall be banished from their daily Uves. 
The remarkable advance in the. civilization 
of the leading nations during the past four 
centuries has been due, chiefly, to the 
hourly and daily influences of accurate 
knowledge and'scientiflo method; and this 
advance has been made not by virtue of, 
but in spite of, wars and the implejnents of 
warfare. In this connection, let us note 
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that the scientific spirit is all but unknown 
among the Turks, the Moroccans, the Mo- 
hammedans in general, the Hindoos, the 
Egyptians, the Chinese. Amongst all of 
these peoples, comprising three fifths of 
the human race, can any one of us to-day 
recall the names of three men who have 
contributed appreciably to the advance- 
ment of science in the past two centuries? 
The very limited introduction of scientific 
method into their countries is the work of 
alien governors or alien influence. The un- 
scientific nations are threatened with ab- 
sorption by their more scientific neighbors, 
not BO much because they do not invent or 
perfect the most powerful cannon, the 
sturdiest dreadnaught, the speediest aero- 
plane, or the subtlest submarine, as be- 
cause the scientific peoples forge ahead of 
them in the arts of peace, in the inodes of 
thought, in the affairs of daily life. The 
unscientific peoples are without influence 
in the world, not because they are unwar- 
like — the Turks and essentially all Moham- 
medans are warlike enough to suit the most 
exacting — but because they are lacking in 
the every-day efficiency which accompanies 
the scientific spirit. 

The term science may be defined in sev- 
eral ways. From the standpoint which in- 
terests ns to-day, we may say that science 
is the relationship of cause and effect. 
Wherever we observe an effect there has 
been a cause; wherever causes are operat- 
ing there will be effects. The same causes, 
acting under precisely the same conditions, 
will produce precisely the same effects. 
This is the experience of every investigator 
in every subject, and no one has the slight- 
est reason to doubt the correctness of the 
principle. There is no room for the opera- 
tion of the arbitrary and the capricious; 
in fact, the arbitrary and the capricious do 
not exist in nature. If in one case out of a 
hundred the result which interests us is 


different from what we had expected we 
may rest assured that in this one case some 
change occurred in the forces acting; a new 
force entered, an old force became inopera- 
tive, or the relative intensities of the active 
forces changed. When we do not under- 
stand why certain events occurred it means 
that we do not understand the forces which 
acted to produce the events. The correct 
explanation of the events means that we 
have isolated the causes and have been 
able to express the laws of their action. 

The forces which have interested man- 
kind, range from those cosmic forces which 
operate on a scale so stupendous that we? 
have no control over them, down through 
those forces which we can control to a 
limited extent, and on to those which are 
absolutely subject to human control. Wo 
are not able to limit or to increase the out- 
put of the sun’s heat, and we can not guide 
the movements of the comets, planets and 
stars in their orbits. We do not know how 
to stay the wind and the rain, but we can 
apply them, in a limited degree, to our pur- 
poses, and we can do much to protect our- 
selves from their injurious effects. The 
forces which govern the daily life of the 
individual, the community and the nation, 
and which govern the relations of individ- 
uals, communities and nations to each other 
are, with rare exceptions, either absolutely 
under human control or such control is a 
hopeful aspect of the near future. These 
forces are the means to certain logical ends, 
and we can not question that they also 
operate unerringly according to law. 
Whether they shall be applied for civiliza- 
tion or against civilization is for man to 
decide. The automobile may be used to 
bring the physician on an errand of mercy, 
or to hasten the robber to a place of con- 
cealment and immunity. High explosives « 
will cut a canal through the Culebra ridge, 
or deal destruction from a twelve-inch shell. 
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The American army may establish local 
aelf-j^overnment in Cuba from the highest 
of humanitarian motives, or it may wage a 
war of conquest on a weak neighboring 
country from the low motive of increasing 
the power of hiunan slavery as a national 
institution. 

From our experiences upon the earth we 
have learned to place faith in certain simple 
laws of nature, amongst which are the 
following: 

1, Every particle of matter attracts every 
other particle of matter, in accordance with 
the law of gravitation. 

2, Heat always flows from a hotter body 
to a colder body, 

3, The volume of a given quantity of gas 
or vapor is a function of the temperature 
and pressure to which it is subjected. 

If a rifle, elevated at a certain angle 
above the level surface of a lake, gives a 
certain muzzle velocity to the bullet, the 
bullet will describe the curve which the 
law of gravity says it should describe, and 
strike the water where the law says it should 
strike, provided we take into account two 
small factors that are also acting — the re- 
sistance of the air and the rotation of the 
earth, 

A red-hot cannon ball and a red-hot bul- 
let, thrown into a great bank of snow will 
both crx)l down to 32° Fahrenheit; the great 
cannon ball slowly and the little bullet 
rapidly. 

A rubber balloon containing a given 
quantity of hydrogen gas can be so propor- 
tioned that if thrown from a high tower on 
a hot summer day it will expand and rise, 
or on a cold winter day it will contract and 
fall. 

If a comet, a hundred million miles away, 
more or less, is observed very accurately as 
% to its direction from us to-night, again next 
Monday night, and a third time In two 
weeks from to-night, Newton’s law of gravi- 


tation will enable us to determine the curve 
in which the comet is traveling around the 
sun, and to say where the comet may be seen 
three months or six months later. 

The great stars and the small stars radi-* 
ate their heat energy into surrounding 
space: the great stars cool oflf extremely 
slowly, and the small stars comparatively 
rapidly. Examples of this principle, it is 
believed, are the great sun, on the one hand, 
its volume 1,300,000 times the earth’s vol- 
ume, its surface temperature higher than 
10,000° Fahrenheit, and its interior tem- 
perature immensely higher yet; and the 
little earth, on the other hand, cool on the 
surface and relatively cool in the interior. 

As the great gaseous suns radiate their 
heat energy unceasingly into surrounding 
space, they undoubtedly grow slowly 
smaller under the force of their own inter- 
nal gravitation which strives constantly 
to pull each molecule of gaseous matter to 
the centers of the stars. 

There is every reason to believe that the 
three simple laws which we have quoted and 
illustrated are fundamental, and operate 
invariably throughout the stellar universe. 

And so it is, as far as human experience 
has gone, with all the laws of nature. 

To some people this infallible and uni- 
versal obedience to law — the strict ac- 
countability of effect to cause — seems a 
hard and cruel fact and counter to ideal- 
ism in its various forms. This is a hasty 
and faulty view. It is the oause-and-effect 
relationship which gives us something de- 
pendable upon which to build our civiliza- 
tion. The recognition of this principle, 
whether conscious or unconscious, is the 
chief difference between modem civiliza- 
tion and the civilizations which prevailed 
in the days of the inquisition and of the 
Salem witchcraft. Looking at the subject 
from the idealistic standpoint, the oonoep- 
tion that all matter in the universe is en- 
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dowed with the property of obeying law — 
unalterably obeying law — is incomparably 
grander than the conception of one law pre- 
vailing here, another law prevailing there, 
of irresponsible caprice operating both here 
and there. 

Pliatory affords no more remarkable phe- 
nomenon than the retrograde movement in 
civilization which began with the decline of 
Eoman power and continued for more than 
a thousand years, approximately to the 
epoch of the Borgias, Columbus and Coper- 
nicus. There had once existed a wonderful 
Greek civilization, but for twelve or fifteen 
centuries it was so nearly suppressed as to 
be without serious influence upon the life 
of the European people. Greek literature, 
one of the world 's priceless possessions, not 
surpassed by the best modern literatures, 
was as complete two thousand years ago as 
it is to-day. Yet in the middle ages, if we 
except a few scattered churchmen, it was 
lost to the European world. A Greek sci- 
ence never existed. Now and then, it is 
true, a Greek philosopher taught that the 
earth is round, or that the earth revolves 
around the sun, or speculated upon the 
constitution of matter; but excepting the 
geometry of Euclid and Archimedes, we 
may say that nothing was proved and that 
no serious efforts were made to obtain 
proofs. There could be no scientific spirit 
in the Greek nation and civilization as long 
as the Greek religion lived and the Greek 
people and government consulted and were 
guided by the Greek oracles. If there had 
been a Greek sciencej equal in merit with 
modem science, think you that stupidity 
and superstition could have secured a 
strangle hold upon Greek civilization and 
have maintained a thousand years of igno- 
rance and degradation? Intellectual life 
could not prosper in Europe as long as 
dogma in Italy, only 300 years ago, in the 
days of Bruno and Galileo, was able to say, 


Animals, which move, have limbs and 
muscles ; the earth has no limbs nor muscles, 
therefore it does not move;'' or as long as 
dogma in Massachusetts, less than 250 
years ago, was able to hang by the neck 
tintil dead the woman whom it charged 
with ''giving a look toward the great 
meeting-house of Salem, and immediately 
a demon entered the house and tore down 
a part of the wainscoting." It was the 
rebirth of science, exemplified chiefly by 
astronomy, and secondarily by medicine, 
which gave to the people of Europe the 
power to dispel gradually the unthinkable 
conditions of the middle ages. 

Shall we try to estimate what astronomy, 
an ideal science, sometimes called an un- 
practical science, has done for mankind? 
We shall not dwell upon its so-called prac- 
tical applications, such as the supplying of 
accurate time, the sailing of ships precisely 
to their destinations on the other side of 
the great oceans, the making of accurate 
max^ of the continents and islands, the 
running of boundary lines between nations, 
the predicting of times of high and low 
tides, and so on ; we shall consider only the 
pure knowledge side of the subject. 

Conceive of the earth as eternally 
shrouded in thick clouds so that the earth’s 
dwellers could never see the sun, the moon, 
the stars and the nebute, but not so thick 
that the sun's energy could not penetrate 
to the soil and grow the crops. Under these 
conditions, wo might know the earth's rock 
strata to the depth of a mile or two, we 
might know the mountains and the atmo- 
sphere to a height of two or three miles, we 
might acquire a knowledge of the oceans, 
but we should be creatures of exceedingly 
narrow limits. Our vision, our life, would 
be confined to a stratum of earth and air 
only four or five miles in thickness. It# 
would be as if the human race went about 
its work of raising corn for food and cotton 



232 


SCIENCE 


[N. S. VoL. XLII. No. 1077 


for raiment, always looking down, never 
looking up, knowing nothing of the universe 
oxcept an insignidcant stratum of the little 
earth. This picture is only a moderately 
unfair view of life as it existed on our 
planet four hundred years ago, before the 
days of the telescope, the spectroscope and 
the photographic plate, and before the days 
of freedom of speech and thought. The 
earth is no longer dat, supported on the 
back of a great turtle which rests upon 
notiling; it is round, and we know why; 
and it revolves around the sun in exact 
obedience to law . The stars are not lanterns 
hung out in the sky by angels at night; 
they are suns, hundreds of millions of 
suns, each on the average comparable in 
size to our sun. Exists there an intelligent 
man in the world whose thoughts, every 
day and many times a day, are not adapted 
to these facts ? Who can estimate the value 
of this knowledge to the human race t 
We have not yet seen little earths revolv- 
ing around any stars except our own, nor 
do we know that intelligent beings live 
upon such planets and are looking down 
toward our system and seeing our sun as 
a little star in their night sky ; but every- 
body now holds as absurd the view that our 
star is the only one of the hundreds of mil- 
lions of stars which has little planets re- 
volving around it, or that our earth is the 
only one that is inhabited by intelligent 
life. Can there be a more inspiring thought 
than that intelligent beings are probably 
living here and there throughout the uni- 
verse, in whatever direction we may look! 
The spectroscope has shown that the chem- 
ical elements which compose the earth are 
also the constituents of our sun and of the 
other suns. We have no reason to doubt 
that the chemistry of the earth is the chem- 
^ istry of the universe. The spectroscope and 
the photographic plate are telling us of the 
close relationship of the nebulae to those 


stars which we call the youngest stars, of 
the young stars to the middle-aged stars, 
and of the middle-aged stars to the old 
stars. We can not doubt that the stars are 
growing older, as we are growing older, as 
everything in nature is changing and grow- 
ing older, and in accordance with the same 
laivs which govern the changes on the earth. 
The student of double stars finds that the 
movements of the two components of a dis- 
tant double star system are in accordance 
with the law of gravitation. Every particle 
of our experience leads us to believe that 
the reign of the laws which control our 
everyday affairs is universal ; that the 
strict relationship of cause and effect ap- 
plies throughout the stellar system. Does 
not this broad and stable foundation give 
valued confidence to those who are build- 
ing the structure of the other sciences, the 
structure of everyday life, the structure of 
civilization ? 

The purpose of the American Aiwociation 
is the advancement of science in all its 
branches. Its scope is sufficiently broad to 
include every subject that is studied scien- 
tifically. Papers on the evolution of lan- 
guage, on the functions of governments, on 
the history of religions, if based upon the 
relations of cause and effect, have the same 
rights and privileges and the same welcome 
upon our programs as papers concerning 
the spectrum of the latest comet, the atomio 
weight of helium or the origin of volcanoes. 

It is now quite difficult to find a subject 
that is not being studied scientifically some- 
where by somebody. It is this fact which 
accounts for the phenomenal progress of 
civilization in the past half century, and 
especially in the last thirty years. With 
rare exceptions, all important interests are 
pulling together for the welfare of man- 
kind, and their efforts are effective because 
they are advancing over the Ann founda- 
tion of scientific method. Every braneh of 
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science, every nation's literature or art, 
every element of “religion pure and unde- 
filed, " eveiy element of commerce con- 
ducted upon the dignified basis of mutual 
respect and mutual profit of buyer and 
seller, is a contributor to the forward move- 
ment It would be a pleasure to support 
this thesis by reference to definite contri- 
butions in many subjects, but time is avail- 
able for only a few accomplishments of the 
past and a few needs of the future. 

The discoveries in preventive and cura- 
tive medicine undoubtedly rank amongst 
the most valued contributions to civiliza- 
tion in the entire range of scientific re- 
search. I am disposed to place the names 
of Louis Pasteur, Joseph Lister and Robert 
Koch very high on the list of the world’s 
great benefactors. Pasteur was a professor 
of chemistry whose first investigations lay 
in the domain of abstract chemistry, and 
his subsequent successes, which put the- 
world in the way of preventing and eradi- 
cating all infectious diseases, proceeded 
naturally from his application of the meth- 
ods of research in pure chemistry to the 
problems of fermentation. He proved that 
wine, beer and milk ferment and turn sour 
because minute organisms, always present in 
the atmosphere, invade these liquids, mul- 
tiply enormously and corrupt them. Break 
the skin of the grape, the atmospheric par- 
asites enter the wound and fermentation 
develops. Exclude the air, or destroy the 
germs in the air, the wound in the veg- 
etable structure remains clean and healthy 
indefinitely. 

These discoveries by Pasteur attracted 
the immediate attention of Lister, who ap- 
plied them in surgical operations. Anti- 
septic surgery, one of the most glorious 
works of man, is the result, 

Pasteur proceeded upon the theory that 
just as fermentation is the work of foreign 
organisms, so certain diseases of animal 


life are the work of microbes which have 
entered the body of the sufferer. His first 
successes in preventive medicine related to 
cholera in the French fowls, and anthrax 
in the French cattle and sheep. His treat- 
ment reduced the death rate of the fowls 
and animals from about ten per cent to 
less than one per cent. The great British 
authority, Thomas Huxley, estimated that 
the savings in these sources of wealth to the 
French nation in two decades were sufiS- 
cient to pay the war indemnity of 1871. 
Proceeding further along the same lines, 
Pasteur inaugurated the curative treat- 
ment of hydrophobia. The fatalities from 
this horrible malady dropped suddenly 
from nearly one hundred per cent, to less 
than one per cent. Do we realize that this 
was only thirty years ago ? 

In the next three decades followed the 
preventive and curative treatments by sev- 
eral renowned investigators for diphtheria, 
tetanus, yellow fever, malaria, spinal men- 
ingitis, typhoid fever and other maladies. 
Progress has been notable in the treatment 
of tuberculosis, bubonic plague, cholera, 
typhus fever and sleeping sickness. There 
are faith and hope in the future as to pre- 
ventives and cures for tuberculosis, scarlet 
fever, measles and cancer. The practise 
of extreme cleanliness and the use of an- 
esthetics in surgery have enabled surgeons 
to reach hitherto inaccessible parts of the 
body, to reduce the death rate enormously, 
to diminish the suffering of the patient, and 
to afford health and strength after healing. 
Wonderful operations upon the brain, upon 
intestines, upon severed nerves, veins and 
arteries are now performed. The general 
health of communities has been improved 
by the theory and practise of cleanliness 
and fresh air. The average length of life 
has increased by many years since the priD|| 
ciples discovered by Pasteur have been ap- 
plied. The increase has been greatest for 
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children and women and those not in robust 
health, but it has also been great for those 
healthy men who have been accepted as 
risks by the life insurance companies. Life 
insurance business has been based upon 
mortality tables which represented the ex- 
pectation of life under the relatively un- 
healthy conditions which existed a half cen- 
tury ago. Those tables do not fit modern 
conditions. The number of deaths is now 
smaller than the insurance tables predict. 
This means that the actual cost of insurance 
is correspondingly reduced. The statistics 
for the saving from this source are not 
readily available. It can be said, however, 
that the increase in the duration of the 
lives of those healthy men who carry in- 
surance, during the past thirty years, has 
meant a money saving greater in amount 
than all the expenditures ever made by the 
universities, research institutes and indi- 
viduals in support of medical investiga- 
tion. This reckoning does not include the 
saving of the lives of women and children, 
nor take into account the economic vakies 
of the lives of the men, women and children 
saved. The reckoning likewise omits the 
vastly greater factor of human happiness 
which proceeds from healthful and com- 
plete family life. 

We have referred at considerable length 
to progress in medical science and have 
said that this i)rogres8 followed naturally 
from Pasteur’s investigation of fermenta- 
tion as a problem in pure chemistry. We 
do not intend to detract in any sense or to 
any extent from the glory of Pasteur’s 
work, from the glory of Lister’s, Koch’s, 
Roux’s, Behring's, Ross’s, Ehrlich’s and 
Flexner’s services, when we record the 
simple fact that the structures which they 
erected and which mankind is finding of 
incalculable value were built upon the 
T)road and firm foundations which the 
earlier investigators in biology and chem- 
istry had made ready. 


The development of the other subjects 
which have become so vital in modem life 
have essentially paralleled that of biology, 
chemistry and medicine. 

It is so well known as to be a trite sub- 
ject that electricity was studied a full cen- 
tury, following Volta and Galvani, before 
it was seriously applied to the arts. It is 
not so well known that the immense value 
of electricity in current life, as applied by 
the electrical engineers, is due chiefly to 
the work of two men; Faraday, in the 
Royal Institution of London, who, study- 
ing electricity as a pure science and with no 
apparent thought for its possible applicsr 
tions, discovered the principles of magneto 
electric currents, upon which all modem 
dynamos and transformers, electric light- 
ing, telephoning and telegraphing, and the 
transmission of power depend; and Max- 
well, of Cambridge University, who 
wrought Faraday’s results into a founda- 
tion of complete and rigorous theory upon 
which future electrical engineers might 
build. 

The X-rays and radium are the prod- 
ucts of research in pure science, and quite 
regardless of so-called utility; yet what k 
to-day more useful than the X-rays, and 
what promises greater usefulness than 
radium and its related radio-active sub- 
stances 7 

Pure science studies in the broad fields 
which we may call botany and chemistry 
have made scientific agriculture possible. 
We can not exaggerate the importance of 
science in farming for the future of the 
human race. 

A few months ago the people of the Pa- 
cific coast acquired the power of telephon- 
ing directly to Atlantic coast points. News- 
paper accounts made much of the fact as 
a great advance, and so it was; but the 
newspapers left Hamlet out of the play. 
Improvements in the insulating system, to 
reduce losses of current along the line, were 
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iJivolved; but Bell at New York and Wat- 
son in San Francisco inaugurated the long- 
cUstance conversations by using the same 
transmitters and receivers which these same 
gantlemen had used in the beginning of 
telephoning, in 1876, over the line two 
mtles long between Boston and Cambridge. 
The great improvements in the thirty-nine 
intervening years lie elsewhere in the sys- 
teAi. It is possible for San Francisco to 
talk with New York and Boston, and at 
qtlite reasonable expense, because Professor 
Pupin, of Columbia University, as a result 
of systematic study, construction and test, 
discovered that by placing his invention, 
the so-called * loading coils, at certain 
appropriate intervals in an electric line, 
thus making what electricians call a suit- 
able balance between inductance, electro- 
static capacity and resistance, the current 
could be compelled to go through to its dis- 
tant destination with little loss of strength. 
Pupin’s loading coils are inserted at fre- 
qwent intervals in the San Francisco-New 
York line. It might be possible to construct 
a line without the Pupin coils which would 
let us talk directly with New York, but the 
installation expenses for very large copper 
wires and other costly items would be so 
high as to impose prohibitive tolls. The 
happy result has been reached because the 
telephone company combined an exceed- 
ingly liberal and far-seeing policy with the 
latest discoveries in electricity as a pure 
and applied science; and all concerned are 
entitled to receive the grateful thanks of 
the Pacific and Atlantic peoples. 

Wireless telegraphy has been a priceless 
servant to those whose friends go down to 
the sea in ships. It has averted many 
frightful disasters in the past decade. 
This branch of electricity was made pos- 
sible by the researches of the lamented 
Herz and others who studied the properties 
of electrical waves Sg we study the light 


from the nebulfio-— from the point of view 
of pure knowledge. 

While the foundations of the sciences 
have, for the most part, been laid under the 
auspices of the universities and the special 
research institutions, it is usually the com- 
bination of men of science and successful 
men of affairs which makes the sciences 
useful to the people in general, and there- 
fore great factors in the advancement of 
civilization. To mention only one subject, 
electricity: we can not compute the world’s 
indebtedness to the pioneers, Volta and 
Galvani, nor to the great developers of the 
subject, Faraday and Maxwell; but it is a 
fact that electricity did relatively little for 
mankind in general before the year 1865. 
The world is unable to compute its indebt- 
edness to Edison, Bell, Marconi and other 
great inventors and business men combined 
who have brought electricity to everybody’s 
house and office, to every factory, to every 
village, to every ship as an obedient and 
ever-ready servant. That these gentlemen 
have made commercial successes of their 
ventures seems to have caused certain per- 
sons to lose interest in them as men of sci- 
ence. I have no sympathy with that point 
of view. Only those who have tried it can 
know how much courage is required to risk 
everything in a new venture, how many 
hours of day and night are given to thought 
of the subject from all possible angles, how 
unceasingly must be the maintenance of 
discipline in great business organizations. 
Not only is financial success doubly earned, 
and most desirable as an incentive to the 
succeeding generations, but financial suc- 
cess is absolutely synonymous with making 
the subject useful to mankind. It is a for- 
tunate fact that there are Stephensons and 
Fultons, Edisons and Marconis, as well as 
Newtons and Laplaces, Darwins and Helm- 
holtzes. The latter have laid the founda- 
tions broad and deep, but the former have 
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erected superstructures upon these foun- 
dations which the civilized world is using 
every minute with great advantage. And, 
further, these structures, which are visible 
in the daily life of the people, are the in- 
centives which lead to the provision of 
splendid opportunities for the extension of 
the foundations. The value of science as a 
factor in advancing the race depends at 
least as much upon the applied as upon the 
theoretical side. There can be no durable 
structure without the foundation, but the 
foundation alone, possessing wonderful po- 
tentiality, is largely a latent force. His- 
tory confirms the view that real progress 
in civilization is most rapid when applied 
knowledge is not too far behind theoretical 
knowledge. 

There is a valuable lesson in this prin- 
ciple it seems to me, for the newly organ- 
ized Pacific Division of the American As- 
sociation ; and perhaps I, as a representative 
of the most ideal of all the sciences, can 
with propriety outline the lesson. It is a 
fortunate thing that the astronomer, the 
geologist, the psychologist, each regards his 
pure science as the finest of all the sciences; 
it is easy to remember that medicine and 
surgery are returning many fold the finan- 
cial support extended to them, and that 
agricultural science is a field of extreme 
need and promise ; but what we should espe- 
cially remember is this: a significant ad- 
vance in science is not possible if the intel- 
lectual life and the physical life of the Pa- 
cific region people are seriously neglected. 
We should use the utmost endeavor to en- 
courage the introduction of scientific 
method into the fields, the factories, the 
homes, the construction and care of roads, 
the improvement of waterways, the build- 
ing of cities. There is something which 
every member of the Pacific Division can 
do to carry the leaven of scientific method 
into the life of his community. It is not 


excusable to be a pessimist, yet one can ne# 
travel, one can not be thoughtful, one oaia 
not be awake without seeing unaciantifle 
methods prevailing on every hand. BeeaU 
how often some one street in your town has 
been tom up for repaving in the laist 
twenty-five years. Does the asphaltum on 
all the streets in your city remain firm and 
smooth, or does it become wrinkled and 
bumpy under the summer sun? Were the 
specifications for the asphaltum written by 
a man of science — a real engineer — or w^e 
the so-called improvements made under the 
auspices of the politicians? 

There are a great many problems in the 
general government of our country, some 
of them of extreme importance, which ought 
to be solved along scientific lines and yet 
are not. The friends of high protective 
tariffs were in command of our government 
during several decades following the civil 
war. The friends of low tariffs, or tarifBs 
for revenue only, when placed in command, 
made sudden reductions of considerable 
tent to meet their own views. Six years 
ago the schedules were sent up to record 
high levels, and four years later they were 
sent down to record low levels. The sub- 
jecting of business to such sudden changes 
and strains is unscientific in the extreme. 
We should say in fairness that the voters do 
not desire the schedules to fluctuate vio- 
lently. No political party has received a 
mandate from the people in the last thirty 
years to revise the schedules to a new high 
level or to an extreme low level. The un- 
happy situation seems to be the fault of the 
machinery of control. The problem is a 
scientific one to which comparatively few 
members of congress have given conscienti- 
ous study. All of the forces of interstate 
and international commerce are acting, not 
simply once in four years when the admin- 
iatration changes, but monthly and con- 
stantly. The achedules should be formu- 
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in accordance with the country's 
policy, by thoroughly trained and 
experienced students of economics; 
bjf; 4 permanent commission, if you please, 
odril^poged of the ablest economists that love 
of^eountry and veiy high salaries will 
safil^ These facts are recognized in many 
otlier countries, but not so by our governing 
foai^A. This is not a plea for high tariffs, 
or for low tariffs, or for moderate tariffs ; 
it 10 a plea for reasonable stability of tariff 
sdMules, and for a scientific treatment of 
the" subject. 

M would seem that the greatest need of 
the times is in the science of international 
relationships, to the end that truth and rea- 
son may replace deception and brute force. 
The word diplomacy should be rescued 
frmn the dictionary definition, ‘‘artful 
management with the view of securing ad- 
vantages.^’ The diplomat who seeks the 
advantage of his country at the expense of 
aiwither is proceeding on immoral and un- 
scii^tific lines, and the chances are strong 
that he is not a benefactor of the human 
rape. He is liable to set in action forces of 
antagonism which were better not aroused. 
International settlements which are com- 
pelled by yictorio\is war, or by the threat of 
a great army or a great navy in the back- 
ground, settlements which do not take ac- 
count of mutual interests, settlements which 
neglect the relations of causes and effects, 
aie apt not to be settlements at all. They 
generally lead to unhappiness, retrogres- 
sion and violence. It is a fearful comment 
Upon diplomacy that Europe has had wars 
nine years out of ten since the beginnings 
oi historical records. 

It ought to he clear to historians that the 
forcible bringing into one country of a 
province, forcibly taken from an adjoining 
country, which speaks a different language 
and possesses different temperament and 
ideals, is in general a grievous mistake. It 


is usually a misfortune for both countries, 
especially if the two countries arc of ap- 
proximately the same degree of civilization. 
The repression of native language and cus- 
toms, and the constant presence of alien 
governors, produce reactions which are as 
natural as the falling of an apple from the 
tree to the ground. If the economist is in- 
terested in balancing the finances of such 
a case he will seldom have difiBeulty^ in 
proving that the cost of holding the prov- 
ince for the conqueror is greater than the 
province is worth; and the cost of planning 
to get the province back is gi*eater than the 
province is worth. The issues between the 
two countries are not settled by the process ; 
they are left more unsettled than ever; and 
eventually the whole world may have to 
pay the cost of the false solution. It can 
not be pretended that wars in general settle 
intematjonal questions cither justly or per- 
manently; they merely repress certain 
forces until natural developments cause 
these forces to break out anew. A mistaken 
sense of national honor, usually combined 
with national selfishness, leads to settle- 
ments which are merely temporary. Settle- 
ments along scientific lines, settlements 
which consider ca\ise and effect in the dec- 
ades that are to follow, are so rare as to be 
negligible. Tliere is scarcely any hope that 
the present inexcusable war will settle the 
differences between the nations, if the final 
adjustments are left to the professional 
diplomats of Europe. Some difficulties may 
be threshed out, but a new crop of diffi- 
culties will almost certainly be sown for a 
later generation to reap. It is an infinite 
pity that the plain lessons of history are so 
often forgetten in moments of international 
passion. 

I should not like to have it thought that 
this is a plea for peace at any cost I am 
speaking of war in general; there are ex- 
ceptions when not to fight would be more 
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unfortunate than war; but just aettlements 
of wars would go far to prevent war. 

The human race needs above everything 
else the conviction that the principles of 
science rule everywhere, and that the prob- 
lems of personal and national life are not 
solved so long as any important forces are 
ignored. The need is especially great in 
our own country where isolation from other 
countries an d the existen ce of immense 
reservoirs of natural resources have let us 
seem to keep up with international prog- 
ress in spite of our wasteful and inefficient 
methods. It were well to recognize that 
entry upon world affairs, which we can not 
long avoid, will reveal costly weaknesses. 

The appeal of science for the adoption of 
scientific methods in the daily life of the 
people, in the governments of community, 
state and nation, in the settling of inter- 
national questions, is not an appeal for effi- 
ciency at all costs. The life that is forever 
bent over the exact equation, two plus two 
are four, a life that tries to express all its 
experiences in equations equally exact, is 
liable to be narrow, distorted, unhappy and 
misspent. The man who worships scientific 
efficiency, like the man who is a slave to 
gold, or the man who pushes his religion 
too far, may acquire a harsh and selfish 
view of life; pity and charity may drop 
out of his vocabulary. 

Our appeal is for the scientific method of 
treating the problems which are before us 
for solution. The scientific method is that 
which takes account of all the forces acting. 
It is therefore the just method. It is in 
full harmony with the Golden Rule, “ Do 
unto others as you would have others do 
unto you. ’ ’ It is, if you please, in full har- 
mony with the spirit of Christ. Support 
is given to research by the governments and 
by generous men and women in order that 
the truth may be found and be made avail- 
able in the service of mankind. The inves- 


tigational laboratories of the universities, 
the observatories, the private iustitutious 
for research, have precisely these ideal pur* 
poses, and no other purpose. The variotis 
activities of the world contribute to the 
advancement of civilization in proportion 
as they contain the ideal and the unselfish. 
That which is purely practical, oontaining 
no element of idealism, may sustain exist- 
ence and to that extent be valuable, but it 
does not civilize. 1 believe it is the idealism 
of pure knowledge, the idealism in applied 
knowledge, the idealism in industry and 
commerce, the idealism in literature and 
art, the idealism in personal religion, which 
leavens the life of the world and pushes for- 
ward the boundaries of civilization. 

W. W. Camfbkll 

INDUSTBIAL ACCIDEyT STATISTICS 

The United States Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics of the Department of Labor has just 
issued as Bulletin 167 a report on Industrial 
Accident Statistics by Frederick L. Hoffman. 
The adoption of the principle of workmeu^s 
compensation by more than half of the states 
within the last few years emphasizes the im- 
portance of the industrial accident problem 
and foreshadows the time when such compen- 
sation for industrial accidents will become 
universal throughout the United States. 

As one method of measuring this impor- 
tance, the bulleiin presents an estimate of the 
number of fatal and nonfatal industrial acci- 
dents occurring among American wage-earners 
in a single year. The conclusion reached is 
that tlie number of fatal industrial accidents 
among American wage-earners, including both 
sexes, may be conservatively estimated at 25,- 
000, and the number of injuries involving m 
disability of more than four weeks, using tha 
ratio of Austrian experience, at approximately 
700,000. These numbers, impressive as they 
are, fail to indicate fully the number of in- 
dustrial accidents, for such studies as have al- 
ready been made show that of the aooldenti 
involving disabilities of one day and ovri* at 
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l0cwt thmtt^Vourths terminate during the first 
four wedte^ 

The iadilStrieB which contribute the great- 
est nundber4f fatal accidents are railroad em- 
pli^rments and agricultural pursuits, ea(fii 
group being responsible for approximately 
4,200 fatalities each year. Goal mining con- 
tributes isifre than 2,600, and building and 
construotup work nearly 1,900. General 
manufaatgxing, while employing large num- 
bers, prodltces only about 1,800 fatal accidents. 
When the fatality rates are considered, metal 
mining ranks as most hazardous, with a rate 
of 4.0 per IfOOO, coal mining coming next with 
a rate of 3.5, and fisheries and navigation fol- 
lowing irith a rate of B.O per 1,000. Manufac- 
turix^ industries as a whole rank lowest, with 
a rate of 0.25 per 1,000, but the fact should not 
be overlooked that this low average rate covers 
manufacturing groups varying widely in haz- 
ard, including, on the one hand, boiler making 
and Uie various departments of the iron and 
steel industry, in some of which fatality rates 
as high as those in metal and coal mining have 
prevailed, and, on the other hand, the textile 
and Nothing industries, in some of which the 
risk of fatal accident is practically negligible. 

These estimates are derived from the best 
so^ces available. At the present time there 
axe no entirely complete and trustworthy in- 
dUMBtrial accident statistics for even a single 
OTportant industry in the United States. This 
lack of trustworthy industrial accident sta- 
tiaticB is due to the absence of any uniform 
iftQuirements in the various states as ta the 
Reports of industrial accidents. Prior to the 
eitablishment of workmen’s compensation sys- 
tems, no state received reports id all the acci- 
dents, or even of all the fatal accidents in its 
industries. 

J 

TMS AUMSICAN 80CISTT OF AESONAVTJC 
SNGINFFFB 

Thb American Society of Aeronautic Engi- 
neers, which was organized at the request of 
Mr. Thomas A, Edison, and which was re- 
quested by the secretary of the navy to ap- 
point two members to serve on the navy’s ad- 


visory board, has, after polling its members 
for their selection, nominated Messrs. Henry 
A. Wise Wood and Elmer A. Sperry, together 
with a special committee of the following aero- 
nautic engineers and experts to cooperate with 
them : 

Orville Wright, Glenn H. Ourtlss, W. Starling 
Burgess and Charles M, Manly, to advise on mat- 
ters pertaining particularly to the theory and con- 
struction of aeroplanes and aeronautical motors. 

Peter Cooper Hewitt, John Hays Hammond, Jr., 
and Joseph A. Steinmetz, to advise on matters per- 
taining particularly to the application of aircraft 
for warfare. 

Captain Thomas S. Baldwin, A. Leo Stevens, 
Halph H. Upson and Kaymond B. Price, to advise 
on matters pertaining particularly to dirigibles, 
balloons and parachutes. 

Messrs. Henry A. Wise Wood and Elmer A. 
Sperry constituted the popular selection, be- 
ing nominated by eight tenths of the total 
votes. Both are scientific engineers, recipients 
of the Elliott Cresson and John Scott gold 
medals of the Eranklin Institute, respectively, 
awarded for inventions of a basic character. 
Mr. Wood is president of the American So- 
ciety of Aeronautic Engineers, vice-president 
of the Aero Club of America, and was a mem- 
ber of the aerodynamics laboratory committee 
appointed by President Taft in 1012. Mr. 
Elmer A. Sperry is vice-president of the 
American Society of Aeronautic Engineers. 
The Sperry gyroscopic stabilizer for aeroplanes 
in June, 1914, was awarded the first prize for 
safety devices of $10,000, by the French gov- 
ernment. 

The special committee of aeronautic engi- 
neers and experts was appointed as a result of 
many suggestions received from members of 
the society who, in sending in their selections, 
pointed out that no two men in aeronautics 
to-day have expert knowledge of every branch 
of the science of aeronautics. In most oases, 
therefore, they proposed additional names of 
experts in different branches of the science. 

In the organization of the American So- 
ciety of Aeronautic Engineers it was provided 
for the addition of directors to be appointed as 
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follows: Two by the army^ two by the navy, 
one each by the Smithsonian Institution, the 
Post Office Department, the Weather Bureau, 
the Bureau of Standards, the Massaohusetts 
Institute of Technology and the University of 
Michigan, The society has received a large 
number of applications for membership, but it 
is the intention of the executive board to apply 
the severe requirements of such technical so- 
cieties as the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers and the American Society of Me- 
chanical Engineers in passing upon candidates 
for membership. 


rUE' ORGANIZATION OF BCJENTIFIC J2E- 
8EAECS IN GREAT BRITAIN 

Particulars of a ** Scheme for the organisa- 
tion and development of scientific and indus- 
trial research ” were issued on July 26 by the 
British Board of Education in a document 
jfiigned by Mr. Arthur Henderson. The scheme 
bis designed to establish a permanent organize- 
rtion, and it is pointed out that the research done 
i should be for the kingdom as a whole, and 
tthat there should be complete liberty to utilize 
mcmt effective institutions and investiga- 
tors available, irrespective of their location in 
England, Wales, Scotland or Ireland. There 
must, therefore, be a single fund for the as- 
sistance of research under a single responsible 
body. 

The scheme provides for the establishment 
of: 

a. A oommittoe of the privy council responsible for 
the expenditure of any new moneys provided 
by parliament for scientific and industrial re- 
search; 

Jb. A small advisory council responsible to the com- 
mittee of council and composed mainly of 
eminent scientific men and men actually en- 
gaged in industries dependent upon scientific 
research. 

The committee of council will consist of the 
lord president, the chancellor of the ex- 
^ohequer, the secretary for Scotland, the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, the president of 
:the Board of Education (who will be vice- 
president of the committee), the chief secre- 
utary .for Irdand, together with such other min- 


isters and individual members of the ootmoil 
as it may be thought desirable to add. 

The first non -official members ^of the oozn- 
mittee will be: The Right Hon. Twoount Hal- 
dane of Cloan, O.M., K.T., F.R.S^, The Right 
Hon. Arthur H. D. Acland, and The Bight 
Hon. Joseph A. Pease, MP. 

The preaident of the board of education will 
answer in the House of Commons for the 
sub-head on tlie vote, which will be accounted 
for by the Treasury under Class IT,, Vote 7, 

Scientific Investigations, etc.” 

The first members of the Council will be: 
The Right Hon. Lord Rayleigh, O.M., F.R.S., 
LLD., Mr. G. T. Beilby, F.R.S., LL.D., Mr. 
W. Duddell, F.R.S., Prof. B. Hopkiuson, FJl. 
S., Prof. J. A. M’CleUand, F.R.8., Prof. R. 
Meldola, F.R.S., Mr. R. ThreHall, F.R.S., 
with Sir William S. McCormick, LL.D., as 
administrative chairman. 

The scheme is designed to establish a per- 
manent organization for the promotion of in* 
dustrial and scientific research. It is in no 
way intended that it should replace or inter- 
fere with the arrangements which have been 
or may be made by the war office of llie ad- 
miralty or ministry of munitions to tdjtain 
scientific advice and investigation in connec- 
tion with the provision of munitions of war. 

The primary functions of the advisory coun- 
cil will be to advise the committee of council 
on: <i) proposals for instituting specific re- 
searches; (ii) proposals for establishing or 
developing special institutions or departmeorta 
of existing institutions for the scientific 
study of problems affecting x>articular indna- 
tries and trades; (iii) the establishment tfid 
award of research studentships and fellaw- 
shipa. 

The advisory council will also be availaUe, 
if requested, to advise the several eduoatikm 
departments as to the steps which should he 
taken for increasing the supply of worbets 
competent to undertake scientific reaeareh. 

Arrangements will be made by whidi Ihe 
oouncil will keep in close touch with all gov- 
ernment departments concerned with or inter- 
ested in Bcientifio research and by which the 
council will have regard to the reeearoh work 
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-which i$ being done or may be done by the 
National Physical Laboratory. 

It is plttnned that the adrisory council 
should act ha intimate cooperation with the 
Boyal Society and the existing scientific or 
professional associationa, societies and insti* 
tutes» as well as with the uniTersities, technical 
institutions and other institutions in which re- 
search is or can be efficiently conducted. 

It is proposed to ask the Boyal Society and 
the principal scientific and professional asso- 
ciations, societies, and institutes to undertake 
the function of initiating proposals for the 
consideration of the advisory council, and a 
regular procedure for inviting and collecting 
proposals will be established. The advisory 
council will also be at liberty to receive pro- 
posals from individuals and themselves to ini- 
tiate proposals. 

It is contemplated that the advisory council 
will work largely through sub-committees rein- 
forced by suitable experts in the particular 
branch of science or industry concerned. On 
these sub-committees it would be desirable as 
far as possible to enlist the services of persons 
actually engaged in scientific trades and manu- 
factures dependent on science. 

The advisory council will proceed to frame 
a scheme or program for their own guid- 
anoc in recommending proposals for research 
and^ for the guidance of the committee of 
council in allocating such state funds as may 
be available. This scheme will naturally be 
designed to operate over some years in ad- 
vance, and in framing it the council must 
necessarily have due regard to the relative 
utipnoy of the problems requiring solution, 
thi^ supply of trained researchers available for 
particular pieces of research, and the material 
faeUities in the form of laboratories and equip- 
ment which are available or con be provided 
for specific researches. 

Office accommodation and staff will be pro- 
T^ed for the committee and council by the 
bioard of education. 

BCJmTJFlC NOTES ANV NEWS 

Tberib is published in this issue of SonoKOX 
ihe address of the president of the American 


Association for the Advancement of Science, 
Dr, W, W, Campbell. We hope to publish in 
subsequent issues other addresses given at the 
Pacific Coast meeting, together with reports 
of the proceedings of the sections. 

Fredebio Ward Putnam, emeritus pro- 
fessor of American ethnology and archeology 
in Harvard University, honorary curator of 
the Peabody Museum, permanent secretary of 
the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science from 1873 to 1898 and presi- 
dent of the association in 1808, distinguished 
for his contributions to anthropology, died at 
Cambridge, on August 14, in his seventy- 
seventh year. 

John Ulrio Nef, head of the department of 
chemistry in the University of Chicago, em- 
inent for his contributions to organic chem- 
istry, died on August 13 at the age of fifty- 
three years. 

Dr. Francis X. Mahokev has been ap- 
pointed health commisaioner of Boston. 

The Ontario government has appointed a 
commission to investigate the production and 
shipment of nickel in relation to the condi- 
tions created by the war. The members are 
Mr. G, T. Holloway, of London (chairman) ; 
Professor W. G. Miller, provincial geologist; 
Mr. McGregor Young, K.G., Toronto, and 
Mr. T, W. Gibson, deputy-minister of mines. 

The directors of British Dyes (Limited) are 
establishing a research department, and have 
invited Dr. G. T. Morgan, F.R.S,, of the Royal 
College of Science for Ireland, Dublin, to be- 
come the head of the d^artment, They have 
named a technical committee to consist of 
Dr. M, O. Forster, F.R.S., chairman. Dr, J. 0. 
Cain, Dr. G. T. Morgan, F.R.S., and Mr, J. 
Turner. An advisory council, under the chair- 
manship of Professor Meldola, F.R.S., is also 
to be appointed. 

Db* Edward W. Ryan, Scranton, chief of 
the American Bed Cross in Belgrade, has been 
decorated by both the Serbian and French gov- 
ernments for his work in the hospitals where 
typhus fever has been raging. 

Db. John W. M. Bunker, of the department 
nf hygiene and sanitation, and sanitary in- 



242 


SCIENCE 


IN. s. you 


speotor of Harvard University, has resigned 
to organize and direct the bacteriological re* 
search department of the Scientific Labora- 
tories of the Digestive Ferments Co., Detroit, 
Mich. 

E. S. Diokinsok, formerly assistant pro- 
fessor of mining at the University of Kansas, 
has taken a position on the mining staff of the 
Canadian Copper Company at Copper Cliff, 
Ont. 

Dr. L. H. Penntkoton, professor of forest 
pathology in the New York State College of 
Forestry, is spending the summer on the Pa- 
cific coast, where he is paying special attention 
to the work which the national government is 
doing in the control of diseases of forest trees 
on the national forests. 

A MONUMENTAL cross bearing the inscription 
” James F. Donnelly, staff physician, New 
York City, U. 8. A/’ has been erected over the 
grave of Dr, Donnelly, who died while treating 
typhus fever in Serbia. 

Dr. Thomas Stillman, the well-known 
chemical engineer, died of heart disease, on 
August 10, at the age of sixty-three years. 
Dr. Stillman was professor of analytical 
chemistry at the Stevens Institute of Tech- 
nology for thirty-five years, retiring on a 
Carnegie pension in 1909. 

Mr. H. S, Bion, assistant superintendent of 
the Geological Survey of India, died at Cal- 
cutta on June 6. 

Mr, Herbert Kynaston, director of the Geo- 
logical Survey of the Union of South Africa, 
died at Pretoria, on June 28, aged forty-six 
years. 

Captain C. F. Balleine, fellow of Exeter 
College, Oxford, who had done work in arch- 
eology, was killed in Flanders on June 2, 

Ernest Lee, lecturer in agricultural botany 
at the University of Leeds, has been killed in 
the war. 

Da. J. F. Eyeman, professor of organic 
chemistry at Groningen, has died at the age 
of sixty-four years. 

The death is announced of M. A. Amaud, 
who occupied the cdiair of chemistry at the 


Museum of Natural History in Pills, 
distinguished for his work in Riud 

pharmacology. '<'■ 

Dr. Karl Kraepelin, former^ <Hfector of 
the Hamburg Natural History fCpseum, has 
died at the age of sixty-seven yea|R. 

The sixty-seventh annual seiwion of the 
American Medical Association wift he bdd at 
Detroit, June 12 to Ifi, 1916. The house of 
delegates will convene on June 1$, and the 
scientific sections on June 13. 

The petition of the Boyal Astronomical So- 
ciety has been granted, and a sup^ementary 
charter to permit the election of women as 
fellows and associates has been received. Pro- 
posals of women for admission as fellows can 
now be made. 

Construction work on the new building of 
the Field Museum of Natural History, which 
is to be built on Chicago’s lake front, just 
south of TwelKSi atreet, began on July 16, 
after twelve years of planning and negoliatton. 
The structure will be completed in leia than 
three years, according to plans. More than 

3.000 men will be employed in the work, It is 
said that it will be the largest marble huiid- 
ing in the world and one of the largest.inn- 
seums. It will consist of three stories and a 
basement and will cover an area of 700 X 360 
feet. The floor area of the museum will he 

670.000 square feet, of which 400,000 sipxare 
feet will be devoted to exhibition purposes. 
The remainder will be used for ecientiflc lab- 
oratories, lecture halls, offices and a restaurant. 

The children of William H. Singer, Pitts- 
burgh, will erect a laboratory for investigR- 
tions into the origin of disease, which wiA^he 
operated in connection with the AUeghstiy 
General Hospital The cost of constructieti, 
equipment and endowment will amount 
$400,000. 

Mr. J. S. Diller has been studyiaag Lasatei 
Peak on the ground in cooperation with offi- 
cials of the Forest Service and has reported 
to the director of the geological surv^ as 
follows: **Tbe great eniptiona of Lassen 
Peak of Mey 20 and May 22 spent the energy 
of the old volcano and put a lid on it. The 
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effoote of tbe flood on Hat Oreek are being^ 
tunned to food account; while many viaitora 
are aaf^ olimbing the peak. Although it is 
possible that Vulcan is simply conserving his 
forces for a future outbreak; the gmeral indi* 
cations are that he is closing up the Lassen 
Peak branch of his laboratory for the season; 
perhaps with the intention of giving a small 
exhibit next spring when the snow melts.’* 


UNIVKSSITT AND EDUCATIONAL NBW8 

Dr. W. S. Franklin has resigned from the 
professorship of physics in Lehigh University. 

Dr. John Lre Coulter has been appointed 
dean of the College of Agriculture and di- 
rector of the Experiment Station of the West 
Virginia University. He goes from the George 
Peabody College, and will take the place of E. 
D. Sanderson, who resigned about a year ago. 

Dr. Oscar Theodore Schultz, formerly as- 
sistant professor of pathology in the medical 
school of Western Reserve University, has been 
appointed professor of pathology and bacteriol- 
ogy in the College of Medicine, University of 
Kebraaka. 

Dr. John N. Swan has resigned his position 
in Monmouth College to accept the head pro- 
fessorship in chemistiy in the University of 
Mississippi. 

Dr. E. L. Talbert has been appointed secre- 
tary of admission in the University of Cin- 
cinnati, also giving the courses in social 
psychology. 

John Jenkins Buchanan, A.M., M.D., 
Pb-D., professor of surgery in the school of 
medicine. University of Pittsburgh, for the 
past fourteen years, has resigned his active 
teaching and has been elected professor emeri- 
tus. Robert Tablott Miller, A.B,, M.D., for 
the past flve years a member of the stafl of the 
department of surgery of the school, lately 
holding the position of associate professor of 
surgery, has been promoted to the full pro- 
fessorcditp in charge of the department. Dr. 
Miller is a graduate of Amherst College and 
J(dms Hopkins University Medical School. 
He held the position of resident on the sur- 
gical stafl of the Johns Hopkins Hospital for 


a period of six years^ following which he was 
elected to the position of instructor in surgery 
in the Johns Hopkins Medical School, which 
position he held for a period of two years, 
prior to his taking up his residence in Pitts- 
burgh, 

Dr. J. R. Schramm, assistant to the director 
of the Missouri Botanical Garden and in- 
structor in botany at Washington University, 
has been appointed assistant professor of bot- 
any in the New York State College of Agri- 
culture at Cornell University. Dr. Lester W. 
Sharp has been promoted to an assistant pro- 
fessorship in botany at the same institution* 
Other recent appointments in botany at the 
New York State College of Agriculture are 
as follows: J. Marshall Brannon, Albert B. 
Bechtel and Frank B. Wann, instructors; 
John P. Benson, Robert Stratton, Lawrenoe 
Erickson, George R. Gage and Harry E. 
Knowlton, assistants. 

Mr. Howard B. Waha, who graduated in 
civil engineering from the Pennsylvania State 
College in 190{), and who has been employed 
in engineering work with the U. 8. Forest 
Service in New Mexico and Arizona since 
graduation, has accepted the position of assist- 
ant professor of forest engineering in the 
New York State College of Forestry, Syra- 
cuse University. 

W. A. Ellis, a teaching fdlow in the State 
College of Agriculture at Cornell University, 
has been elected instructor in forestry ento- 
mology. He will give his attention to insects 
affecting shade and forest trees of the state, 
and will assist Dr. M. W. Blackman, forest 
entomologist of the college. 

Professor R. Eorinbon, of the University 
of Sydney, has been appointed to the newly 
constituted chair of organic chemistry at the 
University of Liverpool. 

Da, Hahb Reiohbnbaoh, professor of hy- 
giene at Gottingen, has declined a call to Halle. 

DISCUSSION AND COMEBSPONDENCE 
PUBUC HSAt^TH IN AMERICA 

To T»» Emtor of Soibnge : I was much in- 
terested in the article by Dr. W. W. Ford, 
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“ The Present Status and Future of Hygiene 
or Public Health in America/’ read at the 
May, 1916, meeting of the Association of 
American Physicians, and published in 
SoiENOE, July 2, 1915. His presentation of the 
subject is an interesting exposition of the 
medical viewi>oint and bias in public health, 
but many of his statements are dogmatic as- 
sertions, and are highly debatable; others are 
inconsistent with each other. For example, 
compare (page 11, column 1) 

. . . every medical school in this country should 
have its department or institute of hygiene. . . . 
It makes little diiference whether the head of this 
department is a chemist, a bacteriologist or a 
physicist, since the problems of hygiene must be 
approached from various angles . . 

and (page 11, colunm 2) : 

It is essential that hygiene be presented as a 
distinct and independent science and not as a 
phase of bacteriology, or of chemistry, or of 
physics, 

with (page 11, foot of column 2), 

Above all it must be remembered that hygiene 
is a medical subject and a part of medicine. Its 
methods are the methods of medicine . . 

and with (page 12, column 2), 

... the health officer, be he city, county or state, 
has a distinct function, the intelligent exercise of 
which requires a medical training. 

Surely if chemists, bacteriologists and 
physicists are competent to tehch hygiene or 
public health (which is debatable), they 
should be competent to practise it; obviously 
if public health or hygiene is admitted to be 
a distinct and independent science, it can not 
be in the same breath a mere subsidiary of 
medicine. 

Some of the main points in Dr. Ford’s ar- 
ticle must here go unchallenged for lack of 
space, but before proceeding to my main 
statement I wisli to take up one minor point. 
He states (page 10, near bottom of column 2) : 

The indiffer^ce to hygiene as a science lies in 
our universities and in our medical schools, and 
the responaibility for the failure of its develop- 
ment rests squar^y upon them. 


This is at least partly true, unless we 
to quibble as to whether public health it aHOieill^ 
or the application of facts and prinoiptetwf se)- 
enoe. But the failure of the pmctisB of 
health rests squarely upon the medical 
fession. Led astray by idealism and lieid Itr 
the public welfare (some of the fineet tPhfti ^ 
the profession as a whole), they hava O&atd 
their services as health officers in this oouaatty 
too often either without compensation or With 
very inadequate compensation. This has had 
a bad effect upon the public mind. Bigh^ or 
wrongly, the public tends to value thingi or 
services in proportion to the price they |Hy. 
This unselfishness by the profession will .ite- 
tard the development of public health in the 
future, as it has in the past, by making Ijihe 
public unwilling, until educated, to pay well 
for full-time technically trained health ofl^oan 
when they are able to get part of the time of 
an untrained practitioner-health-officet At 
nothing or next to nothing. 

As has been well said before, we have here- 
tofore chosen practitioners of medicine as Adr 
health officers because they came nearest M 
any class in the community to having tih 
qualifications necessary for the work. As a 
matter for argument, I submit that pradd- 
tioners of medicine lack much of the funda^ 
mental training and knowledge required fAr 
public health work, and some of their train- 
ing and qualifications, except in unusual men* 
actually unfits them for true public health 
work, in part for the following reasons: 

1. Public health is a function of govern- 
ment, not an appendage to the practise of 
medicine. 

2. Public health is a distinct entity, an 
application of the facts and principles of 
various fundamental sciences to the mainiBr 
nancB of healik and the prevention of die 0 ae$^ 

3. Public health must be based on the faoto 
of health and disease in the mass (in niimbeifi^ 
space end duration of time) ; the praotiae of 
medicine mainly upon individual oases. 

4. The practise of medicine is an individ- 
ual endeavor for private gain derived from 
individuals in a community; the praotise of 
public health is a public endeavor by and for 
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the oommunity, and paid for by the com- 
aunity. 

5. Medical practise combined with public 
health service is an incompatibility. 

Becently it has been argued that the train- 
ing and experience of the sanitary engineer 
qualify him for public health work. As a 
matter of fact much of the sanitary engineer’s 
training is exceedingly valuable in public 
health work, but the sanitary engineer as such 
is certainly no more qualified than the physi- 
cian. The fact that several sanitary engineers 
have proved successful as administrative 
health officials by no means proves that the 
training of the sanitary engineer is the ideal 
foundation for public health work. The same 
arguments that have been presented for the 
sanitary engineer might be advanced for the 
training and qualifications of the attorney, 
the statistician, the chemist^ the bacteriolo- 
gist, the parasitologist, the veterinarian or the 
sociologist. All have labored in the field of 
public health, and all have at least some 
qualifications of great value. 

Public health is now casting off the swad- 
dling clothes of its infancy, and entering upon 
a period of vigorous youth. Medicine has 
been one of its parents, but now that the 
ohild is endeavoring to travel its own path we 
hear that parent uttering warning cries and, 
like all good parents, prophesying immediate 
or ultimate disaster if its rules and precepts 
are not heeded. For example, witness Dr. V. 
0. Vaughan’s statements before the 1916 con- 
vention of the American Medical Association 
in San Francisco, and Dr. Ford’s paragraph 
at the top of column 1 on page 18. We have 
heard several such utterances lately. Some 
we may suspect of having ulterior motives be- 
hind them; others, as the ones referred to, are 
admittedly cries of alarm on the part of the 
medical profession at the prospect of a fancied 
loss of prestige and infiuenoe. 

In the last analysis the highest type of pub- 
lic health official will be a statesman, an ad- 
ministrator, an educator, above all an efficient 
pubUo executive. He will have a broad pub- 
lic vision, partly from native qualiffoati^kis, 
but deiveloped by a broad training in public 


health as siMch, which will include much that 
is in medicine, but leave out much of medical 
training; which will include all that is essen- 
tial in sanitary engineering, law, sociology, 
and the various fundamental sciences such as 
chemistry, biology, bacteriology, etc. He will 
also have an excellent foundation of general 
culture. He will superintend the work of 
physicians, engineers, statisticians, chemists, 
bacteriologists, attorneys, veterinarians and 
the like employed for special limited but in- 
tensive fields in public health, and will be the 
guiding hand in shaping public policy with 
respect to health. His life work, training and 
ideal will be public health, not private practise 
with public health on the side. 

I realize that in thus criticizing some of 
Dr. Ford’s statements I also have relapsed into 
dogmatic statements. This is difficult to avoid 
in the brief space of a letter, where proof 
would require a volume. I hope, however, 
that I have been able to show that certain 
viewpoints and theories in public health are 
debatable, and to have presented briefly a dif- 
ferent, and I hope a better viewpoint. 

Harold F. Gray 

Board or Public Safety, 

Palo Alto, Cal. 

THE ATTITUDE OF THE STATE OF OALIPOBNU 
TOWARD BOIENTIFIO EBSEABOH 

The note on the Scripps Institution for 
Biological Research which appeared in Sci- 
ence, June 18, 1916, contains the statement 
that the state of California contributes $7,600 
a year toward the support of the institution. 

This should be amended to the extent of 
saying that at the last session of the legisla- 
ture, which adjourned a few weeks ago, the 
contribution was increased by $6,000, thus 
making the income of the institution from 
the state after July 1, 1916, $12,500 a year. 

This discrepancy in statement is too small a 
matter to be in itself worth noticing, but as 
indicative of the attitude of the state toward 
the institution and toward solentiflo investi- 
gation generally, it is quite deserving of no- 
tice. 

Two years ago when the flrst allotment was 
made by the state to the university for the 
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inatituticm, and this year when an increase 
was asked, representatives of the state in both 
its legislative and executive branches charged 
with the task of preparing the budget for 
znaintaiuing the state institutions during the 
ensuing biennium visited the institution, 
went over with the scientific staff and busi- 
ness manager in considerable particularity the 
work being prosecuted, and were unequivocally 
assured that the problems under investigation 
are all first and foremost scientific, and that 
only some of them might be expected to have 
a money value to the state. 

.Great emphasis was, however, laid by the 
men of the institution on the two facta that 
all increase of knowledge of nature is capable 
of being made useful to the people of the 
commonwealth in one way and another, either 
for their enlightenment or pleasure or mate- 
rial gain ; and that the institution holds its^ 
under as much obligation to make its discov- 
eries utilisable in some form, as it does to 
prosecute the investigations themselves. 

The attempt has always been made to im- 
press upon officials and public that this insti- 
tution is one in which private benefaction 
wishes to join with state benefaction for 
serving the community through research in 
pure science. And it is pleasant to record 
that the officers of the state government have 
been found to be at least not less responsive 
to the appeals for financial aid than have been 
the president and regents of the university. 

Mr. John F. Neylan, chairman of the state 
board of control has taken the pains to ex- 
pressly state that the placing of the institu- 
tion's item specifically in the allotments to 
the university, which allotment is in turn a 
permanent element in the state budget of 
running expenses, should be understood to 
mean that the state accepts the institution 
with its avowed commitment to research as a 
definite and perpetual charge upon the state. 
And from Mr. H. W. Wright, chairman of the 
ways and means committee of the last as- 
sembly, comes the declaration : “ We recognise 
that the state must support institutions of 
this kind.” 

From what Oalifornia has done toward 


maintaining the Lick Observatory throurfi a 
considerable term of years, and is now doing 
for the Scripps Institution, the conclusion 
seems justified that the state is definitely com- 
mitted to the principle of state aid to scien- 
tific research, even though such research has 
no direct and primary industrial aims. In 
discussing these matters with officials, I 
stoutly contend that in the long run about the 
most telling criterion of sucoess of popular 
government will be the extent to which it con- 
tributes to the highest development, spiritual 
and physical, of the naturally best endowed 
persons who live under and who participate in 
such government. The facts and reasonings 
that can be presented in support of this propo- 
sition, particularly those touching the question 
of leadership in scientific discovery, seem to 
appeal with special force to men grappling 
earnestly with the practical problems of gov- 
ernment for a modem commxmity. 

Experience strongly inclines me to the view 
that the serious derelection of our national and 
several state govemmenta in the support of 
scientific investigation is chargeable quite aa 
much to Boientific men themselves as to govern- 
ment officers and the people at large. 

Wm. E. Bittea 

Jjx Jolla, Oai^bnu 

A BEPLr TO DE. LITTLE 

If we are ever able to discover what part 
hybridization plays in evolution, it is im- 
measurably more valuable to find out the be- 
havior of natural species rather than of forms 
created in the laboratory under more or lees 
artificial conditions, and which ore never 
found outside the laboratory. This effort to 
place hybridization among evolutionary causes 
has been one of the chief aims of students of 
heredity. 

My repetition of the standard cross between 
grays and albinos to discover the behavior of 
coat color in mice was carried on with wild 
housemioe and not with artificial laboratory 
grays. 

It is still open to question whether the wild 
housemouse {Mus tiuucultis) inevitaUy fur- 
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nisheB actual homoaygotes ” wliicli will stand 
every test of the theoretical “homozygote/’ 
Tower’s work with chrysomelid beetles gives 
him pure-breeding species which behave as 
homozygotes in one hybrid cross with other 
pure breeding specieSj and as heterozygotea in 
other such crosses; and this order oontroUed 
environmental conditions never equalled in 
experiments with mice. 

Moreover, the assumption of the exact simi- 
larity of every first generation hybrid in a 
given cross with respect to a given unit char- 
acter ” leaves no place in nature for variation 
in any " unit character.” Variation therefore 
would become wholly a matter of environment. 

The divergence from the accepted canon of 
my results of color transmission in crossing 
wild housemice with laboratory albinos, in- 
volves a difference of data which in no way 
affects the question of the transmission of 
cancer. 

Moreover, it is increasingly difficult to 
know the established canon in the behavior of 
characters in heredity. Exceptions to what 
was the canon have become so numerous as to 
be a part of the rule; and Riddle’s work on 
melanin formation makes it particularly dan- 
gerous to be dogmatic on the transmission of 
such pigmentation in heredity, particularly in 
mammalian species where pigment is melanin* 

My attack upon the problem of the inherita- 
bility of cancer was made almost with the sole 
end of solving the practical questions as to its 
inheritability and its nature, in order that we 
might get light upon the methods for its pre- 
vention and its cure, since these facts are so 
desperately needed. 

In the face of the tremendous difficulties 
which the study of these things involve, it is 
essential that all minor considerations should 
be laid aside. It is essential also that the pres- 
entation of results should be simplified as 
much aa possible and be kept as free as they 
can be from the disputes involved in the study 
of general problems in heredity. These details 
are not desired by the two classes most con- 
cerned, viz., humanity, who suffers from can- 
cer, and the medied profession who must deal 
witti it 


My practical results in the matter of the 
inheritability of cancer are tbase: 

1. 1 have established strains of mice which 
neither in inbreeding nor in crosses with other 
noncanoer-bearing strains ever in any genera- 
tion have produced cancer. 

2. I have made hybrid crosses between oen- 
oerous and non*canoerous individuals and 
have extracted from such crosses lines of mice 
which neither in inbreeding nor in hybridiza- 
tion with other non-cancer-bearing strains of 
mice have ever afterward shown cancer. 

3. I have produced a cancer strain in which 
every member (of a reasonable cancer age) 
still living after my cancer work began bred 
true to cancer, and carried it into every strain 
with which it was ever hybridized. 

4. I have extracted from crosses between 
cancerous and non-canoerous mice, lives 
which produce as high a per cent, of can- 
cer-bearing individuals as it is reasonable 
to expect in dealing with a characteristic 
like cancer which may not appear until a 
mouse is tliree years old or even more. Many 
of these mice in cancer strains inevitably 
die of other causes before the right provo- 
cation has induced cancer in them. But 
the hybridization test has shown them can- 
cerous potentially, for they transmitted it to 
their offspring. 

This test, of course, has not been made with 
every individual. To subject every individual 
in every strain to every test is obviously im- 
possible. The best one can do is to make a 
reasonable number of such tests, the object 
l>eing to give to the medical world as quickly 
as possible the evident facts. 

The production of about a thousand spon- 
taneous cancers in specified strains, and the 
non-occurrence among this entire number of 
any cancer in certain other specified strains, 
no matter what test is applied to them, demon- 
strates to every reasonable probability the in- 
heritabiiity of cancer, and when these results 
are characteristically and systematically ob- 
tained in such an immense stock as to furnish 
over ten thousand autopsies and a living stock 
of about eleven thousand mice, with a steady 
production of between seventy-five and a bun- 
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died cancer patients all the time and almost 
without exception within proved cancer strains, 
this reasonable probability is raised to an al- 
most indisputable fact; and whether or not 
my strains of housemice have behaved in hy- 
brid crosses in accordance with the established 
canon has no bearing whatever upon the be- 
havior of cancer. It is an academic dispute 
which lies in quite another field. 

In regard to my use of the terms ''domi- 
nant ” and " recessive ” with respect to cancer 
behavior: it is almost the established convic- 
tion to-day that these terms are descriptive 
and not dynamic, and they furnish in the de- 
scription of the behavior of cancer in heredity 
a graphic and convenient tool. That is prob- 
ably all they furnish in the exposition of any 
problem in heredity. They may be discarded 
for even that service within the next few years. 

The chief value in the study of cancer of 
the use of a partial Mendelian background of 
comparison (although the details may be under 
dispute) is to show to those most interested 
how far back in a strain cancer may lie and 
still be transmitted, and by what sorts of 
crosses this can be done, and to make it plain 
that in deciding upon the inheritability of hu- 
man cancer and of the method of elimination 
of cancer from a family, one can not take as 
a criterion of judgment whether or not the im- 
mediate parents exhibited cancer. 

I do not desire or make a strict Menddian 
interpretation of my results, indeed I should 
deplore such an interpretation. I have used 
Mendelian comparisons (1) to make clear the 
influenoe of a more or less remote ancestry 
upon later generations of progeny ; (2) to show 
bow cancer, like albinism, has been transmitted 
in my strains through generation after genera- 
tion by individuals who did not exhibit it; 
and (3) to demonstrate how cancer thus 
transmitted finally leaps into expression in the 
offspring of a pair neither of whom expresses 
cancer, but both of whom bear it potentially. 

The approximation to even the most con- 
servative Mendelian expectation is strikingly 
close for such a characteristic as cancer. 

Maud Slye 

Ths Otho S. a. Spbaoux 
MEMoauL Institute 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

The Mathematical Theory of InvesitnenL By 

E. B. Skinner. Boston, Ginn and Company, 

1913. Pp. ix+245. 

Skinner's Theory of Investment is divided 
into four parts; 1. Algebraic Introduction. 
2. Interest and Annuities, 8. Probability and 
Its Applications to Financial Problems. 4. 
Tables. 

The Algebraic Introduction gives a sketch 
of arithmetic and geometric progressions, 
limits, series in general (with particular em- 
phasis upon the binominal, exponential and 
logarithmic series), logarithms and graphical 
representation. 

In the discussion of Interest and Annuities, 
the old standard problems are taken up, includ- 
ing such applications as amortisation, the 
valuation of bonds, sinking funds, deprecia- 
tion, building and loan aBSooiations, 

In the third part a short introduction to the 
theory of probability precedes the discussion 
of life annuities and some other problems in 
life insurance. 

There are 12 tables, mostly 7 place, for deal- 
ing with interest (simple or compound), dis- 
counts, and present values, annuities, and life 
insurance data. 

This work is elementary, clearly written and 
satisfactory throughout for a general intro- 
duction to the problems with which it deals. 
In regard to insurance, one finds just about 
enough for an introduction without too much 
to take the cream off a real course in insur- 
ance. The faubject of interest and annuities, 
however, is handled in such detail that further 
work upon the subject might not be needed. 

The work is entirely formal, that is to say, 
no reference is made to economic conditions 
which affect the real rate of interest. The 
question, for instance, of the price level is not 
mentioned. No theory of interest can be other 
than mere form, without substance, apart from 
a discussion of the effect of a change of price 
level upon the investment yield, both as to 
principal and interest. 

In diseussing the valuation of mining prop* 
erties the author says: “ When a sum of money 
is loaned the person making the loan not only 
receives interest at a stipulated rate at the 
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end of each year, but at the end of a stated 
period be receives his original capital back 
again in full. There are, however, some forms 
of investment where the original capital is not 
returned to the investor. In such cases provi- 
sion must be made for the redemption of the 
capital by setting aside some portion of the 
annual income as a redemption fund. A mine 
is a typical form of investment,” etc. Now 
there is very serious objection to all tbis great 
detail and clearness on a subject which is not 
at all clear. You can not value a mine prop- 
erly unless you know the price at which the 
product will be sold, and even then unless you 
know the amount of ore the mine contains, and 
the difficulty or ease of mining it. The im- 
pression is given that the mine will run out; 
what justification have we f(jr such an im- 
pression? In the case of porphyry deposit of 
copper, where the total tonnage can be prop- 
erly estimated, we can perhaps undertake to 
find some value of a mine. In the case of vein 
mines, however, there is no such possibility. 
Some mines have been worked for hundreds 
of years and are apparently riclier to-day than 
ever before (Tintos, for example). 

Moreover may it not be the rule rather than 
the exception that capital is not returned? 

The average price level has risen so rapidly 
in the last fifteen years that a person who put 
his money out on loan fifteen years ago and 
received it back now, would have, in purchasing 
power, not more than one half to two thirds of 
that which he loaned. For the author, he would 
have his original capital back in full. From 
an economic point of view, he would have a 
very highly depreciated capital returned to 
him. He would be no better off than if he bad 
invested in a mine, that was a mine, fifteen 
years ago — probably much worse off. 

We realize fully that it is not in the prov- 
ince of the elementary book which Skinner has 
written to go into every sort of detail in re- 
gard to investments, but it does seem to us 
as though a short account of the bearing of 
the major economic phenomena upon invest- 
ment should be included. 

Edwin Bidwell Wilson 

MaSSACHUSSTTS iNSTiTUrX OF TXCBNOLOeV 


Prehisioric Man and Hi$ Story, By Pao- 
FE8SOB G. F. SooTT Elliot. London, Seeley, 
Service & Co,, 1916. Pp. 16. 398; illustra- 
tions and diagrams 64. 

This is the second book by British authors 
on the general subject of prehistoric man to 
appear in 1916. The present volume however 
differs so widely from the one by Sollas that 
there is room for both. Besides the work by 
Elliot includes chapters on the neolithic period 
and the age of metals. Both agree in devoting 
much space to a comparison between prehis- 
toric archeology and the ethnology of living 
primitive races. 

In the initial chapter, on the preparation of 
the earth, it is pointed out that remains of 
lemurs have been found in the Eocene of North 
Ameri ca and Eu rope, and the question is 
raised whether a “generalized lemur-monkey- 
man” could have lived at the time. If so he 
could have wandered all over the northern 
hemisphere from San Francisco to New Jersey, 
also from England to Japan. The climate was 
warm but not oppressively hot. As to food the 
land would have been considered a paradise 
by any living primitive race. The Miocene 
descendants of the common Eocene ancestor 
would have had to contend with carnivorous 
animals. 

A discussion of Homoaimius precursor" 
naturally leads to the question of eoliths. 
These are flints of various ages which “have 
certainly been struck or chipped in an un- 
usual way.” While it is still not possible to 
say whether (or not) they were utilized by 
man, the author believes the evidence in favor 
of the artifact nature of some of the eoliths is 
more weighty than that to the contrary. 

The next three chapters are devoted to miss- 
ing links, the human body, and the limit of 
humanity. As one might expect, comparison 
of the brains of apes and of men shows con- 
siderable differences; on the whole, however, 
the general likeness is more striking than the 
contrasts. The differences between man and 
hia Pliocene ancestor is “ clearly in brain 
rather than in eyesight or manual dexterity,'* 
The author is a monoganiet and also ad- 
heres to the orthodox belief that the Old 
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Worl4 was the first home of man. There he 
invented hia first tools and became acquainted 
with the use of fire. Hpw were the first grass 
end forest fires produced; a fiash of li^t* 
ning or a lava flow? Perhaps I but this oan 
not have been a common origin, for the light- 
ning is usually followed by heavy rain. Early 
man would flee from volcanic eruptions and 
run to some secluded spot during a thunder* 
storm. Neither occasion would be suitable for 
first experiments in tbe use and control of 
fire. Theobald states that forests in southern 
India are often set on fire through friction pro- 
duced by one bamboo branch rubbing against 
another. It is likewise known that the Negri- 
toes of Zambales still make fire by rubbing one 
bamboo across a nick in another. This was 
probably the first method employed by early 
man in the production of fire. The discovery 
of how to make fire came early and like the ad- 
vent of the tool-using habit in general had a 
profound influence on the subsequent fortunes 
of mankind. How long ago these momentous 
steps were taken is not definitely known. The 
author thinks it might have been as far back 
as Pliocene times. 

The rather short chapter on the glacial 
epochs is supplemented by a chronological 
table, from which it is seen that Elliot differs 
widely from Sollas. He accepts the Penck 
system of four glacial epochs with alternating 
warm episodes and would place the first known 
Europeans, Eoanthropus dawsoni and Homo 
heidelhergansis, in tlie first of these inter- 
glacial epochs, viz., the Giinz-Mindel (Penek 
and also Obermaier would place them in the 
second). The Chellean, the first cultural 
epoch, eoliths excepted, is for the author 
synchronous with the second or Mindel-Riss 
interglacial epoch. In this he agrees with 
Penck and Geikie ; but differs from Obermaier 
and Sollas who believe that the Chellean be- 
longs to the third interglacial epoch (Riss- 
Wiinn). The differences of opinion appear 
still more pronounced when the attempt is 
made to express length of time in terms of 
years. For Sollas the Chellean epoch closed 
only about 57,000 years ago. This same lapse 


of time the author would estimate at more 
than 150,CK)0 years. 

In diaousaing the races subsequent to that of 
Neandertal^ tbe author’s statements are liable 
to confuse the reader. On page 121 he states 
that the ** Aurignacians seem to have lived cm 
in Europe through the Wiirm Ice Age, becom- 
ing in course of time the Magdalenians (or 
race of Cromagnon),” On page 163 he like- 
wise speaks of the Cromagnon people as 
Magdalenian ('^Madeleinian”). But on the 
following page one reads; “Yet the Aurigna- 
cians, or men of Cromagnon, were a primitive 
people,” etc. Again on page 177 the race of 
Cromagnon is called Aurignaciau. 

In that part of the book devoted to paleo- 
lithic man, the use of such titles for chapter 
headings as “ The First Herdsmen ” and “ The 
First Harvest ” might lead the unwary to sup- 
pose that the domestication of animals and 
plants was a paleolithic achievement. The 
author does not think there is a “ single paleo- 
lithic engraving of any of the cat tribe.” Such 
engravings are rare but they are not un- 
known. On page 297 one is led to infer that 
the 840 basketry patterns of the Porno Indians 
of California are prehistoric. 

Letters, numbers, weights, etc,, come in for 
interesting treatment, the conclusion being 
that not only the cup-and-ring marks but also 
a whole series of letters, number-signs, and 
others were handed on from the paleolithic to 
their neolithic successors; and that i>erhaps it 
is to the paleolithic period that we have to 
look for iJio origin of reading, writing and 
arithmetic. 

Of the twenty-four plates, ten are from 
Rutot’s reconstructions of early races; and 
twenty-two of the thirty-eight text-figures are 
from Childhood of Man by Frobeuius, Useful 
references and footnotes are assembled at the 
end of each chapter. The author has read 
widely and traveled extensively. The trans- 
mission of hia experiences is aided by a lumi- 
nous imagination. If he has a fault it lies in 
a toO-ready apparent aooeptanoe of data, the 
value of which is still in the realm of the 
uncertain. QsoBGfi Qrai^t MaoOunDT 

UNlVXaSJTY 
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290TM8 ON MSTNOmtOOr ANV CL2UAT0L- 
OGY 

OLIMATIO PEOVINCES OF THE PAOIFIO OOAgT 
The primary control of the Pacific coast 
climates rests with the ocean and the almost 
continuons westerly winds. Since the ocean 
has practically the same temperature all along 
the ct) 08 t, the north and south temperature 
gradients on land aro gentle. On the other 
hand, the mountain ranges paralleling the 
coast bring about sharp transitions in an east- 
west line — so that in summer one may pass in 
a few hours from the cold coast to a hot in- 
terior valley. The ocean, the west wind, and 
the mountains, thus, make the climatic prov- 
inces into belts roughly parallel to the coast. 
These bolts may be subdivided on the basis of 
rainfall, which decreases rapidly from north to 
south. Mr. W, G. Ileed has ably discussed 
and mapped such a distribution of climatic 
provinces m the January, 1915, Bulletin of 
the American Oeographical Society (pp. 1-19, 
4 figures). The classification in abstract is as 
follows : 

I. Pacific Province, marked subtropical winter 
rains, dry or nearly dry summers. 

1. California District, dry summers, in- 

frequent winter snows. 

a. Southern California Region, dry 

summers 3-4 months long, an- 
nual rainfall le^s than 20 inches. 

b. Central California Region, dry 

summers 2 months long, annual 
rainfall 10-80 inches. 

c. Northern California Region, an- 

nual rainfall more than 30 
inches. 

d. Sierra Region, annual rainfall 

greater than the central region, 
much snow. 

e. Tulare Region, annual rainfall less 

than 10 inches, largest tempera- 
ture ranges in this district. 

2. Oregonian District, light cyclonic sum- 

mer rains, 

a. Coast Region, heavy annual rain* 
faU. 

h. Valley Region, least annual rain- 
fall of district 


c. Cascade Region, intermediate rain- 
fall, more snow than elsewhere 
in district. 

II. Rain Shadow Area, large diurnal and an- 
nual ranges of temperature and gener- 
ally deficient precipitations. 

3. Great Basin District, high maximum 

temperatures, annual rainfall gen- 
erally less than 10 inches. 

4. Snake River District, annual rainfall 

10-20 inches, sub-Pacific type of 
distribution. 

effect of climate on location of manufac- 
turing PLANTS 

A PAPER on this subject read by Mr. W, M. 
Booth at a meeting of the American Institute 
of Chemical Engineers appears in abstract in 
the Scientific American Supplement for April 
3, 1915 (p. 219), The principal manufactur- 
ing belt of the United States is located north 
of the regions where summer heat interferes 
much with indoor work, and south of the areas 
blocked by heavy winter snows and hampered by 
frozen waterways. Within this belt specific cli- 
matic conditions may determine the distribu- 
tion of certain industries. For instance, the 
manufacture of enomoled leather is dependent 
on sunshine. Atmospheric dryness is an ad- 
vantage where hygroscopic articles, small steel 
parts, and other things injured by moisture 
are manufactured or packed. On the other 
hand, moist air and equable temperature are 
desirable for the successful manufacture of 
linen, cotton, jute and hemp. This accounts 
for the importance of Fall River, Providence, 
Lawrence and Lowell as cotton mill centers. 
Similarly, some of the Pacific Coast cities may 
become textile centers when labor and mar- 
kets permit. Adverse climatic conditions may 
be artificially overcome where other factors 
make the business sufficiently profitable. 

CLIFF DWELLINQ8 AND CHANGES IN CLIMATE 

From the abundance of abandoned cliff- 
dwellings in the Navajo Country of the arid 
southwest, it might he assumed that there was 
once a rainfall capable of supporting a popula- 
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tion. much larger than the present. Professor H. 
E. Gregory at the joint geographical meeting in 
New York (April 9-10, 1915) has pointed out 
that the Hopis who built the cliff-dwelliiigs 
are migratory and frequently abandon a vil- 
lage after having lived in it some years. 
Therefore, the numerous abandoned villages 
do not necessarily indicate a larger population 
and a climate more moist in the later prehis- 
toric times. 

THUNDER AND LiaHTNlNG 

Dr. Wm. Schmidt, after many observations 
. with his thunder-recorder, finds^ that we hear 
but little of the air vibrations produced by 
lightning. Thunder is accompanied by irreg- 
ular pressure changes lasting 1/40 of a second 
or more and some only 1/75 to 1/120 of a sec- 
ond. The periods of most of the longer pres- 
sure waves are 1/10 to 1/3 second — too long 
for ear perception. Much of the mechanical 
injury done where lightning strikes is prob- 
ably due to these waves. From a distance one 
violent wave comes first, then follow perhaps 
two or three aeriea of three to four heavy waves 
each. On account of atmospheric action on 
irregular waves the thunder becomes of more 
or less definite pitch. Dr, Schmidt has in- 
ferred that at the source the lightning energy 
may be five million times as great as that of 
the thunder it produces. 

Insurance statistics from both Canada and 
the United States show the efficacy of light- 
ning rode in keeping buildings from taking fire 
if they are struck.^ In Ontario, taking equal 
numbers of rodded and unrodded farm build- 
ings, twenty times as many of the latter as of 
the former were struck. In the United States 
in 1012 and 1913 two hundred insurance com- 
panies reported 1,845 buildings struck, of 
which but 67 were rodded. Considering that 
81 i>er cent, of all buildings insured were 
rodded, the lightning rod efficiency is thus 98 
per cent Furthermore, the reports of five 

iMmiMy Weather Bev., December, 1914, pp. 
665-871; B<Heniifio Americm Bupplmcnt, March 
13, 1916, p. 175, 

« See Seientifle Afnarican, November 28, 1914, p. 
847, and April 8, 1915^ p, 803. 


companies for a period of 13 to 25 years on 
18*000 buildings insured, over 50 per cent, be- 
ing rodded, showed that the average damage 
of the struck buildings was $10 for the rodded 
and $2,200 for the unrodded.® 

According to the best European data, the 
maximum period for thunderstorms is from 
3 to 5 P.M., while the minimum falls just after 
midnight and from 7 to 8 a.m. The month of 
greatest frequency is June and those of least 
are December and January.* 

Of the 4,520 fires reported on the national 
forests in 1913, 1,571, or about 85 per cent., 
were ascribed to lightning. 

NOTES 

An unseasonal northeast snowstorm accom- 
panying an intense tropical cyclone visited 
the Atlantic coast on April 2, 1915. Snow fell 
from Georgia northward, the heaviest about 
ten inches being recorded around Baleigh, 
N. C.p at the head of Chesapeake Bay, and on 
the New England coast. The inland extent 
was generally less than 200 miles; in the north 
the railroads reported Utica, N, Y., Woods- 
ville, Vt,, and Kineo, Mo., as the limits. Ra- 
leigh, N, 0., seems to have suffered most, be- 
ing without outside telegraphic communica- 
tion for five days. In other districts traffic 
was hampered. The snow melted very rapidly 
and with little or no runoff, owing to the ex- 
tremely dry conditions of the soil after an al- 
most rainless March. Thus agriculturally this 
snowstorm was of great value. 

On May 1 the British Meteorological Office 
ceased issuing forecasts except to farmers. 
This was thought necessary because the fore- 
casts might be of value to the Germans. 

The announcement for the 1916 interna- 
tional kite and balloon fiights came from the 
Nicholas Central Observatory at Petrogrod 
instead of from Strassburg as heretofore. 

*Bee also J. Warren Smith, “Efficiency of 
Lightning Bods," Ohio Katiffraligt, Columbus, 0., 
February, 1916, pp. 487-442. 

s J, von Hann, * * Neue Beitrage sur Eenntnis der 
tagUchen Periode der Ge witter/^ Meteorolopiat^ 
Zeitsoh/rift, February, 1915, pp, 78-62. 
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Since the closing of the Mount Weather re- 
search observatory last winter, the Blue Hill 
Meteorological Observatory is alone in the 
United States in regularly flying kites in the 
international days. However, the Weather 
Bureau is planning to resume aerological 
work at Omaha. 

A MAP of the eastern United States showing 
the frequency of dry spells during the last 
twenty years in the months of April to Sep- 
tember inclusive was published in the National 
Weather and Crop Bulletin, May 4, 1916. The 
greatest frequency is found in the Great 
Plains district and the least in the southern 
Appalachians. 

Dh. W. Koppen, after study of the monthly 
period in the weather® has come to the conclu- 
eion that the moon has no noticeable influence 
on meteorological phenomena. 

A KNIGHTHOOD has been conferred on Dr. W. 
N. Shaw, director of the British Meteorolog- 
ical Service. 

Mb. Aksel S. Steen, who recently suc- 
ceeded Dr. Mohn as Director of the Norweg- 
ian Meteorological Institution, died in Chris- 
tiania on May 10. 

A NEW departure in the distribution of 
weather forecasts is announced from Illinois 
where a newspaper man and the Springfield 
Watch Oo. send out the predictions by wireless 
telegraph, 

Charles F. Brooks 

Washington, D. C. 


8P:BCIAL A^T1CL^8 

ON THE REPRODUCTIVE AND HOST HABITS OF 
OUTEBEBRA AND DEBMATOBIA 

In view of the considerable mystery sur- 
rounding the host habits of Dermaiohia homr 
tms, the man-infesting hot of tropical America, 
now believed to employ bloodsucking mosqui- 
toes of the genus JmtkinoBoma for the car- 
riage of its eggs to the host, the following 
recently discovered facts relating to the repro- 

« Concluded in MeUOfftAogiidhe Zeiischriftf April, 
1915. Translated in Monthly Weoiher Bureau, 
April, 1915, pp* 179-181, 


duotive habit of Cuterobra will be of interest, 
since Dermaiohia belongs to the same restricted 
group of flies. 

On June 25, 1915, Mr, Raymond C. Shannon, 
of the Bureau of Entomology, found a female 
Cuterehra cunicvli on the stem of a plant in a 
low moist spot near a stream in the vicinity of 
Beltaville, Maryland. The fly was inactive, 
and had probably recently emerged from the 
puparium. It was kept alive until July 2, 
1916, when it was seen to be growing weak, 
whereupon it was killed and dissected. 

The uterus was found to be of the double-sac 
incubating type, much after tlie style of 8arco- 
pkaga, probably independently developed in the 
Cuterebida) and not indicating any close rela- 
tionship with the Sareophagidflo. The uterus 
was estimated to contain well over five thou- 
sand eggs and perhaps nearer ten thousand. It 
is difficult to make a close estimate, as the 
eggs are disposed in bunches at various angles 
to each other and the two large sacs which con- 
stitute the uterus are irregularly rounded. 

The egg is elongate, about 1.76 mm. in 
length, about .4 mm. in greatest width, gently 
tapering toward the caudal end, suddenly 
tapering at the cephalic end, with tough extra- 
thick and strong reticulated chorion of a deep 
salmon color, and is furnished with an oper- 
culum or lid on one side at the cephalic end. 
The lid hinges by its cephalic edge, but is 
easily completely detached. The chorion ap- 
peared to be particularly viscid at and near 
the caudal end. The embryo was undeveloped. 
The tubular glands are large and evidently 
functional, and contained a deep rufous-yellow 
substance. The ovipositor is simple and with- 
out any piercing structure. 

The presence of the incubating uterus, en- 
veloped with trachese, indicates that the egg 
is held within the fly until the maggot is well 
formed. The presence of the thick cborioH 
indicate that the maggot is ejected still en- 
sconced within the shell, or that practical 
oviposition takes place. The simple structure 
of the ovipositor shows that the egg is not 
thTust through any integument or surface. 
Moreover, the fact that the chorion is tough, 
extrjei^strong and deeply colored indicates that 
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the maggot remains quiescent therein eapoaed 
to the conditions of the open for more or less 
time after the act of oviposition. The high 
viscosity of the caudal end of the chorion indi- 
cates that the egg is firmly attached by that 
end to some surface, where it remains perma- 
nently. The high fecundity indicates a high 
mortality of the first-stage maggot, a reduced 
chance of reaching the host, and hence pre- 
supposes that the egg is not deposited on the 
host nor on any object that will be certain to 
come in contact with the host The operculum 
at cephalic end indicates that the maggot, on 
being awakened from its quiescent state, imme- 
diately escapes by that exit. A normal excite- 
ment of the maggot to activity can be induced 
only by the heat resulting from close contact 
with the body of a warm-blooded host animal. 

As far as Cuierebra is concerned, we can feel 
quite confident that its host relation is main- 
tained through stealth, and that, barring acci- 
dents, the fly never comes in contact with the 
host. The eggs are probably deposited in the 
burrows or runways of the rabbits, rats and 
other small mammals which it parasitizes. 1 
have found these flies in considerable num- 
bers in the southwestern mountain regions of 
North America, where they uniformly either 
perch on dead twigs beside a stream or sit on 
rocks near the ninning water or on the earth 
batiks of streams. They evidently take such 
stations in order to observe the movements of 
rodents, with a view to locating favorable 
places for oviposition. Their small antennse 
indicate a poor sense of smell, while their large 
and finely-facetted eye-surface indicates good 
sight. 

Dermatohia parasitizes not only man, but 
many of the larger mammals. Such animals 
do not live in burrows or fretjuent regular run- 
ways or places of concealment. Thus 27ama- 
tohia can not hope to reach its hosts by em- 
ploying the methods of CuUrehra. It has a 
much smaller fecundity, less than eight hun- 
dred according to Neiva of Brazil, which indi- 
cates that it adopts some method much more 
apt than that of Cuterehra to connect with the 
host. Its maggots are very common in cattle, 
dogs and man in South and Central America, 


yet among the natives no one seems able to 
identify the fly that deposits the egg. The 
indigenes of South America accuse a variety 
of dipterous insects of mothering these mag- 
gots. 

Within the past decade, observers in Central 
and South America have discovered a number 
of instances of mosquitoes, uniformly of the 
genua JanihinoBoma, bearing a cluster of 
Dermatohia eggs attached by their ends to the 
under surface of the body. Apparently the 
credit for the first discovery of this kind be- 
longs to Mr. F. W. Urich, government ento- 
mologist of Trinidad, who sent one of these 
egg-ladcn mosquitoes to Washington in 1905. 
The importance of the matter was not sus- 
pected at the time, and the specimen can not 
now be found. More recently Gonzalea-Rin- 
cones observed the same thing in Venezuela, 
and inferred that the eggs were originally de- 
posited on the leaves of plants frequented by 
the Janihinosoma, which gathered them up 
while walking about. His observations and 
conclusions were published and endorsed by 
Surcouf, of Paris. 

In the absence of information to the con- 
trary, we are justified in supposing that Derma- 
tohia has a reproductive system and egg muich 
on the same practical order as those of 
Cuterehra, Being unable to maintain its host 
relation in the same manner as Cuterehra, and 
being similarly unable to approach its hosts 
without unduly alarming them, since both flies 
are heavy-bodied and noisy in flight, it must 
necessarily resort to some extraordinary de- 
vice for accomplishing its purpose. 

Judging from the accounts of both natives 
and foreigners who have been infested with 
Dermatohia maggots, several distinct species o< 
blood-sucking diptera may be employed by the 
fly for carrying its eggs. Mr. J. 0. Crawford, 
of the U. S. National Museum, during a stay 
in Costa Rica, was actually bitten by some fly, 
and a Dermaiohia maggot resulted at the point 
of biting. He also relates a case of an Amer- 
ican in that country who stated positivdy that 
a yellow fly annoyed him in numbers on one 
occasion, crawling beneath his clothing. After- 
ward some two dozen DermaiohUi maggots 
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developed in the region of his chest, ‘where the 
flies had gained access. This suggesta Chry-’ 
sops^ the members of which are commonly 
called deer-flies, and it is extremely likely that 
this genus may act as egg-carrier for Derma* 
tohia quite as frequently as do mosquitoes. It 
should be stated that the Dermaiohia flies are 
not yellow, but of a dark metallic green. 

As to the exact modus operendi in the case 
of DerTnaiobia, it is quite certain that oviposi- 
tion on foliage is not practised, but that the 
fly captures the elected carrier and holds it 
while gluing the eggs firmly by tbeir caudal 
end to the underside of its body, leaving the 
cephalic end of the eggs free and in such posi- 
tion that it will come in immediate contact 
with the skin of any animal bitten by the 
carrier, Once the carrier alights on a warm- 
blooded animal, the heat of the latter’s body 
causes the maggot to spring the lid of the 
chorion and to work its way immediately and 
doubtlessly very rapidly into the skin, most 
probably by way of a hair follicle- As sug- 
gested by Mr. Crawford, it is practically 
certain that the empty chorion remains at- 
tached to the carrier after the exit of the 
maggot Charles H. T. Townsend 

U. S. National Museum, 

July 3, X915 

RAPID METHOD OP COUNTING BACTERIA IN MILK^ 

The satisfactory control of milk supplies 
would be facilitated by a rapid method of de- 
termining the bacterial content. There can 
be no question but what the most accurate 
count is obtained by incubating plate cultures 
for five days at room temperature, but, in 
spite of this, two days at 37° C. is the only 
standard method. This has been adopted be- 
cause of the urgent demand for a quick an- 
swer. Because of the advantage of obtaining 
results rapidly, the direct microscopical ex- 
amination of milk is frequently urged. In 
spite of the obvious weaknesses of this method, 
such as the errors in measuring the small 
quantities needed or in centrifuging, and the 
fact that dead bacteria can not be differen- 

1 Prelizainary note. Publication authorized by 
the Bireetor of the Wisconsin Experiment Station. 


tiated from the living, this method has its 
earnest advocates. 

If it were possible to use easily measurable 
quantities of milk, i, e., from Viq to 1 cc., and 
grow the germs contained therein so that only 
those capable of forming colonies would be 
counted, and if this count could be obtained 
within, say, six hours, the demands in the case 
would be reasonably met. 

If such an accurate count could be obtained 
in a few hours, it would be possible for the 
producer or dealer to determine actually the 
bacterial content of bis product before putting 
it on the market. This would also enable the 
health oflicial to hold a sample of milk sus- 
pected of being beyond the limits permitted 
until the count could bo actually obtained, 
when the samples in question could be either 
passed or justly condemned. Under i^resent 
conditions, when the bacteria are determined 
by ordinary cultural procedures, such a course 
is out of the question because it is not pos- 
sible under any conditions to obtain a count 
in less than forty-eight hours. 

It is possible now to suggest a rapid method, 
which, I believe, will meet any reasonable de- 
mands. The method is a combination of the 
direct count and the culture methods and is 
obtained by making small plate cultures on a 
microscopic slide. These little plates are incu- 
bated for several hours (three to six), then 
the medium is dried down and stained so as 
to bring out in sharp relief, when examined 
under the microscope, tlje minute colonies 
which have developed. 

It is not proposed to go into definite details 
in this preliminary paper* but rather to define 
the lines along which the investigation is pro- 
ceeding, In explanation of the methods, how- 
ever, it may be said that about one tenth of a 
cubic centimeter of milk is mixed with stand- 
ard agar and spread over a definite area of a 
sterile glass slide. When the agar is hard, 
this little plate culture is put in the incubator 
for about six hours, under conditions which 
prevent evaporation. It is then dried, given 

* An extended account of the method and the re- 
salts obtained in a series of analyses will soon ap- 
pear. 
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a pieliminary treatment to prevent the agar 
from firmly binding the strain, stained, de- 
colorised and cleared. When this dried and 
stained plate culture is viewed under the mi- 
orosoope* the little colonies are definitely 
stained and appear highly colored on a color- 
less or slightly colored background. The col- 
onies appear of considerable size under the 
low powers of the compound microscope. In 
fact after four hours of development these col- 
onies are sometimes distinctly visible to tbe 
naked eye. Under tbe oil iznmersion objec- 
tive the individual cells are easily seen and 
the diilerent kinds of bacteria can be sepa- 
rated one from another by the morphology of 
the cells and their arrangement in the micro- 
scopic colonies. 

It may be further said that the counts ob- 
tained by this method are quite similar to 
those secured by the ordinary plate method, 
per c.c. have been examined by both methods. 
The results obtained indicate that the differ- 
ence l>etween the counts secured by the rapid 
method and the ordinary or standard method 
usually amounts to little more than the vari- 
ation which occurs between duplicate plates, 
or between different dikitions in the same 
analysis by the ordinary plate method. 

In the case of recently pasteurized milks or 
milks with a very low bacterial content, it is 
necessary to incubate tbe little plates some- 
what longer, i, e„ for eight hours. 

It seems fair to conclude then that we have 
here a method which will enable tbe bacteriol- 
ogist to obtain a count of the bacteria in milk 
that corresponds very closely with counts ob- 
tained by the standard method in from one 
eighth to one sixth of the time required by the 
standard method, and also that the higher the 
bacterial content, tbe shorter the time re- 
quired for the analysis. W. D. Frost 

DlPABTMBhTT OP BACTERIOLOGY, 

Agricultural Experimbut Station, 
Univerbitt op Wisoonbin 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 
TBB KVW OBLSAKB AOADSUT OP SCIENCES 

The academy met in the Stanley Thomas Hall, 
Tulane University, on Tue8day> May 38, tbe final 


meeting of tbe year. Miss Edwina Abbott pre- 
sented a paper on the transfer of mental habits 
in children. This is the first time in its history of 
fifty-one years that the academy has been ad- 
dressed by a woman. Miss Abbott attempted to 
prove what has been projected as a theory previ- 
ous to this that one sort of training fits for 
another, for instance that Greek and lAtln train 
the memory for other things and mathematics 
trains tbe reason for other things, or that neatness 
in one thing tends towards neatness in others. 
Her tests were made with children who were 
trained to select pairs of words, not adjacent, on 
cards and were then taken to a table on which 
many objects were placed, left there two minutes, 
then asked to state what objects they had seen. 
Memory exercises were also given throughout the 
term. Two sets of children were selected ; one was 
trained, the other untrained. Tbe training was 
done from November to May. Three tests were 
made, one in November, one in May and one in 
between. The trained children improved from 40 
to 70 per cent., the untrained from 51 to 71 per 
cent., a difference of 33J per cent, in favor of the 
trained children. 

Dr. Bean presented two negro brains before the 
acarlemy to demonstrate differences in the size and 
shape of the pons and cerebellum. One brain is 
from a negro man, aged 41, a hyper-onto-morph, 
small, thin, wiry, with slight muscular develop- 
ment, who weighed about 100 pounds. The other 
is from a negro man, aged 41, a meso-onto-morph,. 
tall, well developed, well nourished, with great 
muscular development, who weighed about 2Qj) 
pounds. The pons and cerebellum of the hyper- 
onto-morph are small in both antero-posterior and 
transverse diameters, 85 and 32 millimeters, re- 
spectively, but not so flat as in the meeo-onto- 
morph, where the antero-posterior and transverse 
diameters are large, 29 and 40 millimeters, re- 
spectively. This condition is true not only in the 
two brains presented, but in eighteen other brains 
BO far examined the same relative differenee is 
noted where the types are distinct Dr. Mann 
called, attention to tbe difference in sise and shape 
of the convolutions in the cerebellum of ^ two 
brains. The meso-on to -morph has more numerous^ 
more complete and smaller convolntioxu of the 
cerebellum than the hyper-onto-morph* The brains 
of the two men weigh tbe same, hyper-onto-morph 
3,417 grams, meso-onto-morph 1*421 grains. 

Ik S. Coosa 
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THE TECBNICAL APPLICATION OF MICBO- 
OBGANISMS TO AGBICULTUBBt 

Out of a period extending over several 
centuries, there were developed many scien- 
tific and unclassified forces which gradually 
but with positive progress focused in the 
person of Pasteur, They were often indef- 
inite, possibly crude, and not infrequently 
speculative. In the mind of Pasteur they 
were digested, assimilated, reconstructed 
and confirmed, reissuing from him in an 
harmonious whole. When they emerged 
they possessed tangible form as directive 
principles founded upon actual demon- 
stration and specific knowledge. 

Fermentation, the great fundamental 
work of Pasteur, came from his hand with 
new life and singular pertinency. The 
vitalistio element advanced by him and 
founded so thoroughly upon experimental 
data fresh from his efforts became the 
pilot. While perhaps in error regarding 
details, the general truths have stood the 
tests of time. Pasteur’s fermentation has 
put into the hands of every scientist, 
whether in the field of plants or animals, 
physics or chemistry, a truly basic working 
policy. If extended and modified, more- 
over, it may furnish the most satisfactory 
theory for explaining the relationship of 
many microorganisms to disease, not as the 
only agent, but one of several. 

The comprehensive and basic ideas con- 
tained in fermentation permeate every 
province of practical life, and none to a 

i ' * The Lower Organisms in Relation to Man *s 
Welfare/^ Symposium, 8oc. of Am. Bact, Sects, 
C and K, A A. A, S., Philadelphia, January 1, 
1915. 
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greater extent than the domain of agri- 
culture. 

The applicatioDjg of fermentations may 
be followed into the management of the 
soil, the plants which grow therefrom, and 
the animals which in turn are fed by them. 
Microorganisms are the initial agents which 
work through their dynamic forces and 
contribute the results of their energy to 
the cause of agriculture and man. More 
particularly these activities manifest them- 
selves in the upkeep of the soil or in soil 
fertility with its complications of ele- 
mental reactions, in the growth and dis- 
eases of plants, in the nutritional and 
pathological processes of animals^ in the 
canning, drying, refrigerating, brining and 
spoliation of food, in the production of 
wine, beer, bread and vinegar, in the care 
of water supplies, in sewage disposal, in the 
manufacture of vaccines and serum prod- 
ucts, in public health control, all of which 
make the profession of agriculture more 
definite and more scientific. 

It is peculiarly fitting to assign to Liebig 
the synthetic initiative in scientific agricul- 
ture, for through him agricultural knowl- 
edge was first effectively arranged or syste- 
matized, brought out of ignorant obscurity, 
and placed in line for further and secure 
development. Although he failed to grasp 
the full significance of the true role of 
microorganisms in nature, he nevertheless 
provided the encompassing and essential 
knowledge which enabled microbiology to 
find the basis upon which to build its 
jsfuperstrixcture. In other words, he ex- 
cavated and placed the stone with the 
cement, but it was left to Pasteur to pre- 
pare the framework of the biological build- 
ing to be placed upon this foundation. Re- 
verting to the forces which focused in 
Pasteur, Liebig was probably more success- 
ful in converging them than any other 
scientific investigator. 


It is especially easy to trace to Liebig’s 
soil studies those pioneer observations bear- 
ing on the formation of such compounds as 
ammonia, and nitrates in the soil, and such 
other facts as point the way to a utilizeble 
knowledge of scientific agriculture. He 
recognized the accumulation of nitrogen in 
the soil, but failed to conceive, before his 
death, the nature of the process concerned 
with its accumulation, whether, as we 
now view it, symbiotic or nonaymbiotio. 
In advancing the theory that ammonia 
was washed from the air by the rain, 
he did not receive general support because 
it was only a small fraction of the truth. 
There was lacking apparently a link in 
the chain of needed evidence. He wandered 
into the present overwhelming subjects of 
plant and animal physiology without fully 
appreciating the labyrinth of scientific 
dangers and diflSculties he was likely to en- 
counter, but he extricated himself with 
wonderful tact after surveying thoroughly 
the entrance chambers and the bearings of 
the leads into the unknown. No one may 
have brought to light so many experi- 
mental data, demonstrated so many isolated 
agricultural activities as had Liebig, but 
they were unbounded, to a degree unre- 
lated, and could not be carried fully and 
successfully to application largely because 
they lacked the vehicle of a consistent or 
logical directive principle. In Liebig’s 
day no guiding hand led the way and this 
wildemesB of observation remained dense 
and impenetrable, for causes and their con- 
sequences must include the processes in- 
volved, and all must be determined before 
true, intelligent and continuous progress 
can be made. 

Pasteur, by an almost intuitive insight 
into the operations of nature, was the first 
who could with some authority suggest the 
possibility that nitrification may be insti- 
gated by microorganisms. This was later 
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verified by Schloesing and Miintz, who by 
inhibiting the function of bacteria by meana 
of an antiseptic found that nitrates failed 
to be produced, but, without the antiseptic, 
nitrates formed normally. This was many 
years before Winogradski isolated the 
organisms. However, with the finding of 
the organisms, it became possible to ascer- 
tain the conditions under which they oper- 
ate most energetically, thus establishing con- 
trol, This resulted, of course, in the addi- 
tion of intelligent and valuable practises. 
Recapitulating, therefore, for the purpose 
of illustrating a single scientific develop- 
ment and sequence over a comparatively 
short period of time, it may be categorically 
stated that Liebig recognized nitrification 
in the soil; Pasteur’s mind and hand fur- 
nished the general principle, fermenta- 
tion, and suggested that this change in soil 
may be due to microorganisms ; Sohloesing 
and Miintz demonstrated the truth of 
Pasteur’s suggestion by the use of anti- 
septics, and Winogradski completed the 
task by the isolation of the organisms and 
the study of their nature. 

No more interesting scientific fact can 
be found than the culmination of centuries 
of observations and speculation in the 
classical experiments of Hellriegel and 
Wilfart. The accumulation of nitrogen 
in the soil had assumed a reality, even in 
Liebig’s time, and the value of legumes to 
soil fertility was mentioned by Pliny, but 
it remained for HeDriegel and Wilfart to 
relate these facts definitely through the 
microorganisms in the nodules of legum- 
inous roots. Symbiotic fixation of nitrogen 
materialized. A new era was introduced 
for practise, since with the isolation of the 
organisms by Beijerinck two years later it 
became possible to demonstrate directly the 
absorption of atmospheric nitrogen by the 
nodule microorganisms and further to em- 
ploy them advantageously in the inocula- 


tion of plants, until to-day many thousands 
of cultures are utilized in the course of a 
year. If our purpose were mercenary, it 
could easily be calculated that millions of 
dollars were added to the wealth of the 
United States without the exhaustion of 
any resource. Man’s power has increased 
a hundredfold in this particular alone. It 
may be safely said that it has already meas- 
ured to this estimate and its possibilities 
are still open. 

Symbiotic fixation of nitrogen must not 
be confused with the non-eymbiotic. As 
late as 1885 Barthelot determined the pres- 
ence of microorganisms in the soil which 
without association or sjunbiosis with the 
plant possessed the power of accumulating 
nitrogen. In the soil this nitrogen appears 
available for plant nutrition. While this 
means of gathering nitrogen may appear 
pregnant with future inducements, ag yet 
its values are illusive, for little headway 
has been made in transforming the intrinsic 
energy into forms of great usefulness. This 
should not, however, be cause for discour- 
agement, for like the discovery of oxygen, 
its ramifications are its future for man. 
Projected applications can not be measured 
by a score of years, but by centuries, not 
by present attainment, but by future 
progress. 

The activities of microorganisms in the 
soil do not stop with the decomposition of 
nitrogenous organic matter resulting 
through oxidation in nitrification and per- 
haps later in denitrification or in the 
symbiotic and non-symbiotic fixation of 
nitrogen, for with the fermentation of the 
ternary compounds there are produced such 
substances as carbon dioxide and other 
organic aoids which act directly or in- 
directly upon the mineral constituents and 
in this manner furnish food for plant 
growth not otherwise available. Then too 
there are the sulphur and iron bacteria 
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which have a role to play and others doubt- 
less whose work and values we in our ignor- 
ance do not recognize. 

Soil in the light of microorganisms may 
be regarded as a substance having for its 
basis or groundwork mineral constituents 
of geological origin to which has been added 
organic matter. Through the fermenta- 
tions and changes in the organic matter 
and the solution of mineral substances in- 
cited by microorganisms such products are 
formed which give to plants their exist- 
ence. The mineral constituents forming 
the basis must be those, of course, essential 
to the construction of vegetable tissues, and 
the organic matter after decomposition such 
as will contribute required food. The con- 
tinuity of the supply is paramount. After 
all the elements are present and the condi- 
tions for microbial and plant life pro- 
vided, the active or operating machinery of 
the soil is resident in its microorganisms. 

It follows also from the above — a matter 
of great importance to the microbiologist — 
that soil types are as variable as their geo- 
lo^cal formations, the mineral constituents 
which give them their character, and the 
organic substances which enter into their 
fertility. This variability is heightened 
when to it is added a consideration of the 
varying amounts of mineral and organic 
substances present. Soil, therefore, as we 
have employed the term, can not be inter- 
preted from any one type or several types, 
but rather specific iustances and specific 
t3T>es formed under known conditions. 
Soil, defined by its structural parts, imless 
concretely and definitely applied to some 
type, has no existence, but when so defined 
holds its physical, chemical and biological 
factors, harmoniously united in its mineral 
and organic composition. 

The dairy as well as soil offers interest 
to the agricultural microbiologist. 

In a sense it is a veritable microbiological 


laboratory instituted for commercial pur- 
poses. On the other hand, to the dairyman 
it is a great industry baaed upon several 
elemental sciences and other distinctive in- 
dustries. Furthermore, it is concerned 
with the preparation of milk and milk 
products for the consumer. Microbiology 
is only one support in this extensive food 
manufacture. Our approach is micro- 
biological and our treatment will be its 
interpretation from this viewpoint, which 
has been greatly emphasized during the 
past twenty-five years. 

Cow^s milk can not receive full approval 
without the vital and broad question of 
disease transmission from the animal at 
once arising. Although knowledge of the 
importance or extent was at first extremely 
meager and indefinite, growth has occurred 
from the time when Klein wrestled with the 
probabilities of communicating diphtheria 
through the blood and milk till the present 
moment which grants specific information 
and satisfaction in the matter of the most 
serious diseases. Tuberculosis has assumed 
huge dimensions within the memory of 
most of us, for it came into the limelight of 
popularity by Koch's discovery of tuber- 
culin, a discovery which alone has paid for 
all the time and means expended upon 
microbiology since the days of Schwanm 
As an illustration of doubt and the stage of 
dilemma and misty ideas necessary to the 
decisive solution of all weighty questions, 
the present furnishes the milk producer and 
microbiologist with the '‘dairy septic sore 
throat." These allusions, however, indi- 
cate very slightly how great is the “micro- 
biological purity" of milk as it emerges 
from the cow. 

Then as the milk is exposed to the con- 
taminations of the milker, the aitf the 
utensils and the stable, or as it pasdes 
through the paths and by-paths of the milk- 
ing procefi»--'the most crucial undertaking 
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in reality — it becomes more and more laden 
with dangers. In the eyes of the milk pro- 
ducer the drawing of the milk from the 
udder and passing it on to the consumer is 
fraught at times with insurmountable diflB- 
culties. This task is not easy for a trained, 
intelligent manipulator, so many and di- 
verse are the ways of contamination. Too 
many who have never drawn a drop of milk 
from a cow under the practical conditions 
w^hich surround her find it very simple to 
lay down regulations. To carry these into 
effectiveness by force against possible 
negligence, ignorance, indifference and even 
criminal wilfulness, only increases the 
strength of the barrier which separates the 
controlling and controlled elements. 

Other important manipulative processes 
in the dairy as straining, cooling, pasteur- 
izing, cleansing, may be readily designated 
as a struggle against the array of micro- 
organisms which has been allowed to enter. 
This warfare is costly when it proves to be 
nothing more than the undoing of what 
has been done. It is the recognition of 
ignorance and conditions over which con- 
trol is impossible through any plan de- 
vised by man, but it is also the award of 
inheritance and traditions fostered in 
former generations and neglected as a 
lowly pursuit. 

In the preceding paragraphs artificially 
reared babes have been the indicators by 
which the microbial reactions are deter- 
mined. We now turn to the adult who 
seeks security from invasions by micro- 
organisms through the medium of milk. 
The ages have given to us sour cream 
butter, properly ripened cheese, various 
palatable fermented milk drinks. Sweet 
milk is a source of danger, but time has been 
beneficial in demonstrating that if milk is 
started with the right fermentation the ele- 
ment of danger is routed. Accordingly, in 
the knowledge and practises of the day, it 


is a simple matter to develop innocuous but 
dominating cultures of lactic or other 
organisms which will lend themselves to 
supplanting and controlling those organ- 
isms whose presence is not sought in the 
cream which makes the butter, in the milk 
which makes the cheese, in the intestines 
subject to all sorts of defiling and toxic 
substances, in milk which leads to koumiss, 
kephir, yoghurt and other delectable milk 
■beverages. The taste once developed, as 
that which selects a fine wine, attempts to 
extend the local manufacture and demands 
for instance for a Camembert or Roquefort 
a broader field, for in such products are 
found the bouquet of a PenicilUum and 
other organisms which find response even 
in an American palate. 

The vulgar term '‘starter^’ exemplifies 
the Yankee adroitness in the use of words 
which hit. It must not be gathered that it 
is confined to the dairy, for it has been used 
for yeast in the making of bread, in brew- 
ing and wine production, in vinegar manu- 
facture, and elsewhere. The new method 
employs a starter which is a known culture 
of microorganisms and the old method em- 
ployed a starter, under different names, of 
unknown germ content. 

Not only milk, but foods of many kinds 
command the attention of the microbiolo- 
gist, and they all in some form concern the 
fanner. Whether in preservation by dry- 
ing, by heating, by refrigerating or by 
brining and the use of preservatives; 
whether in fermentation leading to some 
useful end ; whether in putrefaction or de- 
composition resulting in the destruction of 
the food with or without the production of 
toxic substances; or whether in those ab- 
normal conditions instigated by disease- 
producing organisms calling for inspection 
6t public control, microbial processes are 
involved and microorganisms, the active 
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agents which are to be fostered or hindered, 
constitute the pulsating center of effort. 

The drying of some foods has been prac- 
tised haphazardly since very ancient times; 
the value of heat has long been known to 
cheek the advance of decomposition, even 
long before Spallanzani in about 1770 gave 
to the world his experiments with the pres- 
ervation of vegetable and meat infusions; 
King Solomon kept snow in trenches 
covered with bushels and leaves through 
the summer, that he might have it to cool 
his drinks; the use of chemical substances 
whether for physical or toxic purposes ap- 
pears to be of more recent origin. Even 
though olwjervation had divined relation- 
ships and established limited and crude 
practises, it is a simple truth that the food 
industries founded upon desiccation, heat, 
cold and chemical compounds made no 
headway of significance until it was found 
that underlying them was the directing 
general principle : Food would spoil if the 
microorganisms were allowed to develop; 
if they were not allowed to develop it 
would remain practically unchanged. As 
soon as Brieger was able to point out 
some of the toxic substances which micro- 
bial life produced, this same principle was 
extended to jKjisoning of food undergoing 
decomposition. It was not, however, until 
the relationship of microorganisms to dis- 
ease was established that inspection became 
truly effective, notwithstanding it had been 
in operation from Biblical times in much 
the same way as the preservation of food 
was practised. 

I ask you to consider for a moment what 
economic import is contained in the pre- 
ceding paragraph. Conceive if you can the 
amount of dried food, the number of canned 
containers, the food consumed which has 
been in cold storage or refrigeration, the 
value of the preserved or brined products 
for which you as an individual are respon- 


sible during the course of the year; you 
will then not be surprised at the quantities 
necessary to stock for one trip a great ship 
which carries five thousand persona. Multi- 
plying the individual capacity by 100,000,- 
000, our country's capacity is ascertained. 
What does this mean in terms of the indus- 
tries indicated? To this add the great re- 
duction in the number of cases of food 
poisoning together with the elimination of 
diseases by meat inspection; then may I 
again ask, is it possible to grasp the full 
force of what has been evolved by an ac- 
quaintance with the forms, functionings 
and habitats of microorganisms? 

It is with peculiar pride that, in passing 
on to other matters of weight to both micro- 
biology and agriculture I can, incidentally^ 
pay tril)\ite to Professor Burrill, the vener- 
able worker who named the cause of pear 
blight as early as 1883 when he had no 
trail to follow; and to Erwin F. Smith, 
who has contributed so much to the study 
of bacterial diseases of plants through dis- 
coveries and the organization of knowledge 
it! this field even in the face of much Ger- 
man antagonism and criticism. Our na- 
tional spirit may be pardoned for the 
moment, while realizing that there are no 
international boundaries for science. From 
this work effective methods of control have 
been formulated and have enabled intelli- 
gent handling of such diseases by those 
concerned. 

No province of microbiology even from, 
the very beginnings of this branch of sci- 
ence and also back through its speculative 
stages of development, has received greater 
attention or enrolled a larger army of in- 
vestigators or given more important re- 
sults than that which is commonly desig- 
nated as medical, sanitary or hygienic. Its 
gifts are broader than any industry, 
greater than those of any profession, and 
they can be measured only by the limits- 
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tione of humanity. While pertinent to 
every aspect of urban life, they are equally 
valuable to him who finds his work in the 
country, 

Pasteur’s mind touched economic prob- 
lems. As soon as he conceived a problem 
he projected it to its applications. Fer- 
mentation was interesting to him not only 
as a scientific problem, but because heavy 
losses were incurred every year from im- 
proper management. He was assigned by 
Dumas to the study of the silkworm dis- 
ease, conquered it, eliminated it, and 
made it possible for the silk industry to 
succeed. He attacked anthrax because 
it was making ravages among the live 
sfixik of France. By his methods of 
vaccination he was able to control it. 
He became interested in rabies and in this 
his unique work developed a treatment 
which has proved successful. This taken 
in connection with the introduction of 
Lister’s aseptic and antiseptic surgery un- 
locked the door to an exceedingly wide 
field of application. To comprehend it 
(even by one fairly familiar with it) pre- 
supposes human power in excess of that 
which really exists, for it implies a knowl- 
edge of nearly every walk in life. It 
reaches every point touched by the human 
hand. In the early eighties many diseases 
w'ere traced to their origin, the organisms 
isolated and studied in the light of prophy- 
laxis. Then infectious diseases were a 
nightmare; to-day we feel they are under 
control and we rest in the contentment of 
a victory. Through the labors of the work- 
ers beginning with Pasteur followed by 
Lister, Koch and scores of other notable 
investigators, the profession of medicine 
has grown out of its ignorant mysticism 
into a science; veterinary medicine has 
found its inspiration^ and public health has 
become a tangible reality. 

Of the total number of infectious dis- 


eases, those attacking animals form no small 
part. The economic importance in this re- 
spect affects not only the producer, but the 
consumer as well Here as in hiunan medi- 
cine progress is making. With the later 
development of serum-therapy as in the 
case of hog cholera, of vaccines as in the 
case of black leg and other diseases, there 
promises to be eventually a time when most 
of the animal infectious diseases can be 
either cured or prevented. 

We must not forget either that we still 
have not extended to our rural commu- 
nities the full meaning of water supply 
control so satisfactorily operating in cities 
and towns. There are those who tell us 
that typhoid fever is a rural disease. This 
can easily be understood when the condi- 
tions generally existing are known. Water 
supply on the farm concerns not only the 
farm home and the farm animals, but by 
its issuing from the farm through the chan- 
nel of milk, the city home as well. Before 
improvement is assured, the farm home 
must adopt safe methods of sewage disposal 
which are open to it. With the develop- 
ment of these resources ; with the accumu- 
lation of rural wealth; with the formation 
of tastes with tone, the benefits now en- 
joyed by urbanites must extend to the 
country and carry with them the sanitary 
and health leasons associated with a knowl- 
edge of organisms. 

It is easily surmised from the foregoing 
that only some of the most important 
microbiological features of agriculture 
have been treated, and these subjects in a 
very cursory manner. Furthermore, there 
is evident in all assertions an attempt to 
depi<st a general agricultural development 
in the light of the development of a single 
branch of science. Lest I may conclude 
the paper leaving a false impression be- 
hind, I ask your forbearance while I utter 
a word of explanation. Agriculture is a 
vast afld composite division made up of 
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many industries, founded upon many ele- 
mental scientific pursuits. Science in real- 
ity can not be divided and subdivided, but 
is intricately and firmly bound together so 
closely that one branch can not develop 
fully without the other. Accordingly, to 
grasp a truthful and comprehensive no- 
tion, the industrial and scientific growth in 
agriculture should be measured only 
through all branches of science concerned, 
all practises involved, and the various in- 
dustries included. It is this sort of con- 
cept of science in agriculture I ask you, in 
my closing sentence, to seek; and not simply 
a view which results from a study of a 
component of the whole. 

GhABLES E. MABSHAliL 
Massachusetts Agbicultueal College, 
Amhebst 


AN ANALYSIS OF THE MEDICAL GEOVT IN 
CATTELL'S TUOVSAND LEADING 
MEN OF SCIENCE 

The basis of the present study is the list of 
starred names in the 1906 and 1910 editions of 
Oattell’s “American Men of Science” repre- 
senting individuals who are engaged in teach- 
ing or research in medicine or who, though 
occupying other fields, are directly or indirectly 
advancing knowledge in the medical sciences. 

The analyses, presented for the most part 
in tabular form, have been made with the ob- 
ject of determining 

1. The principal field of activity of each 
individual. 

2. The overlapping of different fields of 
activity. 

8. Nativity. 

4. Age. 

5. Sex. 

6. Education as represented by degrees. 

7. Education as represented by institutions. 

8. Post-graduate study. 

9. Service in one or more institutions. 

10. Present distribution with rank 

11,. Lapse of time between degree and full 
profosBOTship. 

12. Change of field of activity. 


13. The clinician’s position as an invest 
tigator. 

It is true that the entire number of indi- 
viduals is too small to allow far-reaching con- 
clusions to be drawn. Medicine in this country 
is, however, undergoing so many changes — 
changes which began about twenty-five years 
ago and will doubtless continue — that it seemed 
advisable to analyze, for future students of 
medical education and medical progress, the 
conditions as represented in Oattell’s editions 
of 1906 and 1910. The trend of these changes 
and the influence of the development of the 
medical sciences can be traced even in the first 
edition and markedly in the second, by sepa- 
rating the older group of men, limited to chem- 
istry, anatomy, physiology and pathology from 
the younger group representing, in addition to 
these, bacteriology, physiological chemistry and 
pharmacology. In the absence, however, of 
definite tables of earlier periods, it is difficult 
to draw comparison from the first edition, ex- 
cept such as are possible on the basis of age. 
If one had tables for, say 1890 to 1806, the 
period representing the beginning of the rapid 
development of the laboratory side of medi- 
cine in this country, the analysis of 1906 and 
1910 would be of greater value. Still, it is 
hoped that the present study will preclude such 
regrets on the part of some student of medical 
education who wishes in 1930 to analyze the 
advances during the period of twenty years 
preceding his study. 

The basis upon which Cattell selected the 
names for “American Men of Science,” as 
well as his method of selecting the thousand 
leading men, are too well known for repetition. 
It must suffice to state that in the first edition 
are the records of 4,000 men and women and 
that the second edition was enlarged to indude 
5,586. The directory is essentially a list, with 
short records, of individuals working in llie 
natural and exact sciences, and it is presented 
as “ a fairly complete survey of the scientific 
activity of a country at a given period.” 
Catteirs object in preparing the special list of 
a thousand leading men was to secure a group 
for the scientific study of the “ conditions on 
which Boientifio research depends and so far as 



Aueuar 27, 1915] 


SCIENCE 


265 


may be to improve these oonditione.” One 
other point is of importance : although the first 
edition was published in 1906, the record ap- 
parently was completed before January 1, 
1903,^ and the first edition therefore refers to 
conditions as of the latter year. For this rea- 
son the list prepared from the first edition will 
hereafter be referred to as the 1903 list ” and 
that of the second edition- as the 1910 list” 

To my use of Cattell’s list of a thousand 
leading men as a basis for the selection of a 
medical group, there can be, I think, no ob- 
jection. The group of medical names is all 
inclusive and represents medical men of every 
degree of scientifi.c effort. Moreover, as a re- 
sult of my studies of the special group of 288 
names, I consider the selection well made; I 
have found only two names without stars, 
that in my opinion should have been starred 
and, on the other hand, only three starred 
that perhaps did not deserve a star. 

METHODS OF SELEOTINO THE MEDICAL OROUP 

In Catteirs ^'thousand men” those repre- 
senting the medical sciences doubtless fall in 
the four groups: chemistry, 175; pathology, 60; 
physiology, 40; and anatomy, 20.® The three 
last groups are probably almost entirely com- 
posed of men working in the medical sciences, 
while of the first group relatively few ore in- 
terested in medicine. In my classification 
which gives 179 names in the 1903 list and 59 
new names in the 1910 list, I have disregarded 
CattelFs groupings for the reason that I de- 
sired to obtain a list representing men who are 
advancing a knowledge of the medical sci- 
ences without regard to their relation to med- 
ical schools. Thus embryologists, compara- 
tive anatomists, chemists and biologists, whose 
researches bear on medical problems or con- 
tribute to the methods of the medical sciences, 
have been included. The list is one of men 
working in the sciences bearing directly upon 
medicine rather than of medioal men con- 
cerned with science. 

1 See Bsooud edition, pp. 531 and 536. 

sThe other divisions are; phyaioe, 150; zoology, 
ISO; botany, 100; geology, 100; mathematics, 80; 
astronomy, 60 ; psychology, 50 ; anthropology, 20. 


Some of the criteria upon which the selec- 
tion of names was made follow: A person en- 
gaged in teaching and research in medicine, 
whether or not possessing the M.D. degree is, 
of course, included. The possession of the 
MJ). degree by a person not concerned with 
medical teaching or research is not sufficient 
reason for inclusion unless this person’s work 
has some bearing on medicine; thus a zoolo- 
gist or biologist with the MJ). degree is not 
included unless he has been concerned with 
studies in neurology, embryology or compara- 
tive anatomy. On the other hand, a biologist 
without the degree of M.D., but contributing 
to the knowledge of tbe anatomy or embryol- 
ogy of mammals is always included as one con- 
cerned in advancing tbe knowledge of tbe med- 
ical sciences. Despite these rules, the deci- 
sion as regards zoologists and biologists has 
sometimes been difficult, but has always rested 
on the relation of research work to medicine. 
A like difficulty arises in regard to chemistry, 
especially among the older group representing 
chemistry before the rise of physiological 
chemistry. Naturally a chemist whose life 
work has been the teaching of medical stu- 
dents is included irrespective of work in other 
fields; on 'the other hand, an individual hold- 
ing a chair in general chemistry and teaching 
medical students only incidentally, and whose 
investigations have nothing to do with physio- 
logical chemistry is not included. So also are 
judged a few workers in industrial or agricul- 
tural chemistry; if their work has a direct 
bearing on normal physiology or the prob- 
lems of disease, they are included; otherwise 
not. Thus chemists concerned with the study 
of metabolism in man or animals, but without 
medical degree or affliation with medical 
schools, are included, as are also chemists 
whose problems are those of sanitation and 
public health closely related to the problems 
of the acute infectious diseases; on the other 
hand, sanitary engineers, concerned with water 
filters, sewage problems, etc., are not. The 
same holds for bacteriologists ; a bacteriologist 
of non-medical training or aifiliation, studying 
diseases of animals is accepted; one engaged 
only in the systematic study of lower plant 
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forms, or the diseases of plants is not. Pay* 
chology offers some difficulties. All workers in 
psychology may be indirectly contributing to 
the knowledge of normal and abnormal men- 
tal conditions, but the line has been drawn so 
as to include only those who use the material 
afforded by the insane and feeble-minded; 
that is, those who have entered or are closely 
in touch with the field of psychiatry; or, on 
the other hand, are responsible for the teach- 
ing of medical students. Pharmacists, phar- 
maceutical chemists and botanists interested 
in materia medica, although the group is very 
small, have caused some difficulty. They have 
been classified, in part, on the basis of the 
character of their researches, and in part on 
their medical affiliations, as either chemists or 
pharmacologists. 

Under physiologists, plant physiologists have 
not been included, unless their work has a 
bearing on pharmacology; all, however, who 
work on lower animal forms and offer knowl- 
edge of importance to the understanding of 
mammalian physiology have been included. 

In two small groups another factor enters; 
a few individuals have reached a position of 
importance, in fields distantly related to medi- 
cine, but owe their success in part, at least, to 
early efforts in clinical medicine or the med- 
ical sciences; on the other hand, a few men 
occupy fields which a few years ago had no 
relation to medicine but which now are of im- 
portance in the border-line problems of the 
medical sciences. In each group the decision 
has been laid upon the individuaTs infiuence 
upon medical teaching and research. 

CLASSIFICATION 

My classification of the medical group is 
made according to the predominant interest 
of the individual. In Catteirs classification 
all medical effort is distributed under the four 
important headings of anatomy, physiology, 
chemistry and pathology, with a possible scat- 
tering of medical effort under zoology, psy- 
chology, etc. To bring in the various distinct 
subdivisions of medicine and its allied sci- 
ences, end to give a true picture of the activ- 
ities of the starred men of the medical or near- 


medical group, it has been necessary for me 
to classify under eleven headings (see Table 
L). This has been necessary because a consid- 
erable number of individuals classified in 
Table I. as anatomists (including histologists 
and embryologists) are classified in “Ameri- 
can Men of Science ” as zoologists, biologists, 
etc. As, iowever, they ore from the medical 
point of view, and for the purpose of this study, 
anatomists, they are so grouped. So also in 
the case of physiologists, phfiu*macologigtB and 
chemists, who may have interests in two or 
three fields, each individual is grouped in the 
field in which he has shown the greatest ac- 
tivity, despite the fact that according to this 
rule a professor of physiology may be classed 
as a physiological chemist. The same rule 
holds for those grouped by Oattell under bac- 
teriology and hygiene, or under pathology and 
medicine, etc. Another difficulty arises in the 
group engaged in the practise of clinical medi- 
cine; an individual may be classed in “Amer- 
ican Men of Science^’ under “Medicine, 
Neurology,'^ or “ Pathology, Medicine,'^ though 
in each case neurology or medicine is the prin- 
cipal field of effort of the individual. Under 
such circumstances, provided the individual is 
actually engaged in clinical work, he is given 
a clinical classification. In some instances 
this robs the laboratory branches of one or two 
men, but, as a rule, it is merely a matter of 
transferring a name from “ Medicine ” to 
Surgery, Pediatrics or Psychiatry, as the case 
may be, and takes out of the group “ Pathol- 
ogy," a number of clinicians who are patholo- 
gists only in the sense that they are diagnos- 
ticians of disease. Likewise the free use, by 
Oattell, of the single designation “ Medicine ” 
in the case of a surgeon or a psychiatrist, has 
necessitated the addition of other fields, as 
8urgery» psychiatry, pediatrics, etc. In all this 
revision of classification the personal opinion 
of the writer, based on a knowledge of the 
work of the individuals concerned, is the chief 
factor. That this personal element may have 
led to occasional errors is possible; but for the 
purpose of distinguishing between the different 
types of activity, it is believed to Be without 
essential error. 

Whenever possible the analysis of the lists 
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of 1908 and 1910 iei shown as a distinct part 
of one table. When, however, this would en- 
tail a large awkward table, and when there is 
no particular advantage to be gained, a com- 
posite table is given. Occasionally where dif- 
ferences are striking the two lists are pre- 
sented in separate tables. 

In interpreting those tables it should be 
borne in mind that although with each new 
edition Cat tell prepares a new list of one 
thousand leading scientists, the names starred 
in an earlier list are still retained unless 
dropped by reason of death or removal to a 
foreign country. Thus in the 1910 edition of 
‘‘ American Men of Science ” more than a 
thousand names are starred. The exact num- 
ber over a thousand is the difference between 
the new names added and those dropped on ac- 
count of death or departure from the United 
States. Therefore, my list of 69 names, taken 
from the second edition, includes names not 
starred in the 1906 edition and, naturally, none 
of the names which at that time were starred, 
with one exception, a person who changed from 
work in general biology to distinctly medical 
research. The losses of starred names in 1910, 
as compared with 1906, were six in number: 
by death, Wilbur Olin Atwater (physiological 
chemistry); James Carroll (bacteriology and 
pathology) ; Gaylord Parsons Clark (physiol- 
ogy), and John Bruce MacCallum (anatomy 
and physiology) ; by removal from the country, 
Arthur Kobertson Cushny (pharmacology), 
and William Osier (medicine). (The name 
of Ira van Giesen appears in the first edition 
but not in the second and is not noted among 
deaths or removals.) 

It should also be explained that although 
the directory includes many Canadian scien- 
tists, these are not considered by Cattell in 
making up the lists of 1,000 leading men. 

A classification, according to principal field 
of activity, is shown in Table L 

Despite the attention given to classification, 
as described above, certain liberties have been 
taken with this table; under pathology (com- 
parative) has been included an individual 
classified by Oattell as a medical zoologist ; 
under bacteriology are included three individ- 


TABLB I 

Cla$»ifcalion Accotdi^ff to Principal Field of 
Mffort 


Field 

11 


23 

ss 

Anatomy 

45 

Including histology, embryol- 




ogy and comparative anat- 




omy 

12 

Physiology .... 

31 

Including comparative physiol- 




ogy 

11 

Pathology 

21 

Including comparative and ex- 




perimental pathology 

6 

Bacteriology. . . 

16 

Including protosoology and hy- 




giene 

7 

Chemistry .... 

29 

Inorganic, organic, physio- 




logical pharmaceutical and 




micro-chemistry and toxi- 




cology 

9 

Pharmacology . 

7 

Including materia medioa. 




therapeutics and medical 




botany 

4 

Medicine 

20 

Refers to internal medicine, . . 

2 

Psychiatry .... 

3 

Including psychology 

8 

Neurology. . , . 

,3 


2 

Surgery 

2 


3 

Pediatrics 

3 


0 


179 


59 


Total of both lists, 238, 


uals whose chief work is in hygiene; and under 
pharmacology are included two men who are 
essentially medical botanists. These inclu- 
sions are mode here for the sake of shortening 
the table; in later tables, however, due allow- 
ance has been made so that statistics concern- 
ing pharmacologists, for example, are not con- 
fused by including botanists. It should also 
be stated that under neurologists are included 
only men working in clinical neurology or 
neuropathology. Neurologists, in the sense of 
anatomists studying the anatomy of the ner- 
vous system, and not in clinical work, are in- 
cluded under anatomists. 

The chief points of interest brought out by 
this table are: (1) the large number of indi- 
viduals in the older laboratory sciences— 
anatomy, physiology and chemistry — as com- 
pared with the number in those, pathology, 
bacteriology and pharmacology, of more recent 
development, and (2) the relatively small 
number of dinicians who have attained scien- 
tific distinction. These differences hold in 
both UstB. 
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TABLE U 

Laboratory Group, Showing Overlapping of Fields 
of Activity 

1008 mo 

Liflt Lilt 


Anatomy and zoology 9 1 

Anatomy and biology 5 2 

Anatomy and physiology 5 0 

Anatomy and neurology® 3 0 

Anatomy, neurology® and biology 1 0 

Anatomy, biology and physiology 2 0 

Anatomy, biology, zoology, neurology® 

and physiology 4 0 

Anatomy, anthropology and neurology®. 1 0 

Anatomy, biology and zoology 2 0 

Anatomy, pathology and bacteriology . . 2 0 

Physiology and hygiene 1 0 

Physiology and history of medicine ... 1 0 

Physiology and psychology 2 0 

Physiology and biology 3 1 

Physiology and neurology® 1 0 

Physiology and pharmacology 4 1 

Physiology and physiological chemistry. 8 0 

Physiology and pharmacology and phys* 

iological chemistry 2 2 

Pharmacology and physiological chem- 
istry 2 2 

Pathology and physiological cliemUtry, 0 2 

Pathology and bacteriology 13 4 

Pathology and bacteriology and hy- 
giene * 2 0 

Pathology, physiology and experimental 

surgery 0 1 

Bacteriology and hygiene 4 4 

Bacteriology and biology 1 0 

Bacteriology and zoology 1 0 

Bacteriology, hygiene, biology and phys- 
iological chemistry 2 0 

Bacteriology, hygiene and physiological 

chemistry 1 1 

Chemistry and hygiene 1 0 

Chemistry and toxicology 3 0 

Chemistry and pharmacy 2 1 

Chemistry and hygiene 2 0 

Chemistry and physics 1 0 


Botany, pharmacy and materia medica. 2 0 

In connection with the clinical branches, 
the striking fact is shown that in the 1908 list 
more men have gained scientific distinction in 

sBefers here to anatomy or physiology of the 
nervous system; not to clinical neurology. 


TABLE in 

Clinical Group— Variety of Interests 

im imo 
List List 


Medicine and anatomy 1 0 

Surgery, anatomy, physiology and ma- 
teria medica 1 0 

Medicine and physiology 1 0 

Surgery, neurology* and physiology 1 0 

Surgery and physiology 0 1 

Neurology and physiology 1 0 

Medicine, pathology, pharmacology and 

physiological chemistry 1 0 

Medicine, pathology and therapeutics. , . 0 1 

Medicine, pathology and physiology ... 1 0 

Medicine, neurology, physiology and 

toxicology 1 0 

Medicine, neurology and psychiatry ... 0 1 

Medicine, pharmacy and materia medica, 1 0 

Medicine and physiology 1 0 

Medicine and pathology 5 1 

Medicine and hygiene 0 1 

Medicine, pathology and bacteriology. 2 0 

Medicine, pathology, bacteriology and 

hygiene 1 0 

Medicine, pathology and physiological 

chemistry 1 0 

Medicine and physiological chemistry.. . 0 1 

Obstetrics, pathology and bacteriology. 1 0 

Neurology, psychiatry and pathology. , . 1 1 


Medicine, bacteriology, hygiene and 

bibliography 1 0 

Botany, physiology, materia medica, 
pharmacology,me^cine and neurology. 1 0 

Psychiatry and hospital organization. . . 1 0 

^ 7 

internsl medicino than in all the other fields 
of clinical effort combined. On the other 
hand, in the 1910 list, the distribution is more 
even. The preponderance of internists in the 
earlier list is due, as will be shown later, to the 
large number of teachers of medicine, who be- 
fore the period of laboratory expansion com- 
bined with their teaching, investigations in 
pathology, pharmacology, hygiene, etc. 

Although Table L shows the general distri- 
bution by important groups, it does not give 
a complete picture of the variety of effort rep- 
resented by some of the members of these 

4 In this table neurology refers to elinieal neu- 
rology. 
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eroups* In Tables II. and III. this variety of 
effort is shown. Incidental effort in a neigh- 
boring field is not indicated, only more serious 
effort in teaching or research. Table II. rep- 
resents laboratory effort only, while Table 
III. shows the activities of those persons en- 
gaged in the several fields of clinical medicine. 

Thus it is seen that of the 179 individuals 
in the 1903 list 118 or 66 per cent, were inter- 
ested in more than one field of activity ; while 
in the 1910 list only 49 per cent, were working 
in more than one field. These figures would 
appear to indicate, among the latter group, a 
tendency to specialize. 

NATIVITY 

Table IV.*^ shows distribution according to 
birth. For the purpose of condensing the 
table no state is given alone unless it is repre- 
sented by more than two names; states with 
one or two names are grouped under the words 
“other states” appearing in each division. 


in 1910; Minnesota 1, in 1903; Colorado and 
California each 1 in 1903, and California 1 in 
1910. 

If this table is contrasted with a similar 
table by Cattell in which is analyzed the larger 
group of one thousand scientists, the follow- 
ing points of similarity or difference appear: 

1. Of the larger group (1,000) 126 were 
foreign born; of the medical group (238), 87; 
12.6 per cent, as compared to 16.6 per cent. 
Of the 37 foreign bom, 14 were natives of 
Canada, and if these are set in a separate 
group, the members of the medical group of 
non-American birth are but 9.6 per cent. 
Another point is of interest in this connection : 
In our 1903 list, 13 medical men are shown to 
be of Canadian birth, while Cattell’s corres- 
ponding list shows for the entire 1,000, a total 
of 34 of Canadian birth. This shows that 
more than one third of the individuals of 
Canadian birth have achieved their prom- 


TABUB IV 

Nativity: Nom in United States, Foreign Bom 97^ 



For tiae sake of record these may be given as 
follows: Vermont 1 (1908); New Hampshire 
1 (1910) ; District of Columbia 1 (1908) ; 
North and South Carolina each 2 in 1903; 
Tennessee 2, Alabama and Mississippi each 1 

ft In this and all other tables In which totals do 
not agree with those of Table I., it is to be under- 
stood that the records, as given in American 
Men of Science/^ were, in some instances, in com* 
plete or dif&oult of interpretation, 
ft Birth pXaeo of one individtial in 1903 list not 
given. 


inenoe through the medical sciences. As far 
as any one influence is conoernod in this it 
would appear to be connected with the Univer- 
sity of Toronto, Of the 13 individuals of the 
medical group, resident in the United States 
in 1903, eight were graduates in arts or medi- 
cine of this university. No other Canadian 
institution is represented by more than one 
individual. On the other hand, as five of the 
Canadians went to Hopkins for post-graduate 
study, this institution would appear to be a 
secondary important factor in that it drew the 
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men from Canada. Only two other institu- 
tionsp Clark and Chicago, attracted two men 
«ach. This Canadian influence is lost, how- 
ever, in the 1910 group, which contains only 
one individual born in Canada. 

In connection with the group of 37 foreign 
born, it is of interest that nearly one half re- 
ceived part or all of their education in the 
United States, thus five received the Ph.D., 
eight the M.D., and four the bachelor, and 
later degrees from American schools. On the 
other hand, twenty appear to have finished 
their professional education in other countries. 
On the basis of this analysis it would appear, 
therefore, that only 8.4 per cent, of the entire 
medical group of 238 individuals represents 
•entirely foreign educational inflxiencea. 

It is of interest that the distribution by 
Sbirth in this country of the medical group is 
iin general in proportion to Cattell^s fignires 
for the larger group of one thousand men of 
science. This is shown in the following table 
in which only those states are given which 
have 20 or more men in the 1,000 list. 

TABLE V 


Comporisort of 1,000 with Medical Group 



IH* 

i\ 


i 

d 

£ 

r 

a 

1 

s 

5 

11 

«] 

SKt: 


^6 

d 

. 

i 

s 

« 

% 

o 

Cattell'i 1,000. 


134 

76 

66 

42 

40 

35 

29 

Ls' 

28 

27 

26 

20 

Modicial 238 . . . 

JO 

28 

15 

10 

6 

10 

9 

6 

ill 

j\ 

Jj 

10 

J 


AGE 

Table VI. gives the ago by decades of the 
individuals composing the various subdivi- 
sions of the medical group, as prepared from 
the 1903 list. To this is added the analysis, 
by age ordy, of members of the 1910 group. 
This table presents several points of interest. 
In each list the decade represented by the 
largest nuinbor of individuals is the fourth; 
in the 1910 list, the majority of all names falls 
in this decade, while in the 1903 list it is 
shared by the fourth and the fifth decades. 
As, however, we have no lists before 1903, for 
comparison it is impossible to say how many 
of the men in the fifth decade, in 1903, might 
have been starred in a list prepared in 1893, 
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when they were between 80 and 40. All evi- 
dence points to the fourth decade as the period 
when the majority of men in the medical sci- 
ences reach an unusual degree of prominence. 
From the 1910 list it is certain that the chance 
for prominence diminishes rapidly after the 
40th year. This may not be true in clinical 
medicine, for, as shown in the 1903 list, the 
largest number api)oar in the fifth and seventh 
decades. The various laboratory specialties 
show little difference except in the case of 
anatomy and pathology, each of which has an 
unusual proportion of individuals reaching 
prominence in the fourth decade. In these two 
branches half the total number in each group 
fall in the fourth decade. The probable ex- 
planation lies in the changes in medical edu- 
cation which began in the early nineties. 
Until that time pathology was in most schools 
taught by a clinician and the teaching of 
anatomy was frequently relegated to a sur- 
geon. The divorcing of anatomy and pathol- 
ogy from medicine and surgery and the in- 
crease of laboratory teaching in these two sub- 
jects opened many opportunities for scientific 
work, previously closed. These changes, in all 
probability, explain the large number of promi- 
nent men in these two fields who in 1903 fell 
in tlie fourth decade. 


TABLE VI 

Age 


1903 Lint 

1 


i 

\i 

00-70 ! 


||o 

Anatomy 

3 

22 i 

13 


2 



Physiology 

4 

10 

11 

1 5 

1 



Chemistry 


10 

9 

7 

2 

1 


Pathology 

1 

10 

7 

2 



1 

Baoteriology and hygiene . 

1 

4 

6 

1 

2 


1 

Pharmacology, therapeu- 








tics 


2 

6 





Medicine 


4 

6 

3 

6 

1 


Surgery, neurology, psy- 








chiatry, pediatrics 


3 

2 

3 

2 

1 


TotaiT' 77'. 77.'. . . 7 

IT 

65 

69 

26 

15 

3 

'T 

1910 list — totals 

1 

34 

14 

9 

1 

0 


Combined totals 

10 

99 

73 j 

36 

16 

8 

2^ 


mx 

In the 1908 list of 179 names, 4 women find 
a place, three representing anatomy and one 
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liygiene; in tho 1910 list, three are added, two 
representing anatomy and one bacteriology 
and chemistry; a total of 7 or almost 3 per 
cent, of the combined lists. 

EDUCATION AS BEPRESENTED BT DEGREES 

In connection with Table VII., which pre- 
sents the educational qualifications of the 
members of the medical group, as shown by 
their degrees, a few words of explanation are 
necessary. Honorary degrees are not included. 
M.B. is given the same value as M.D. The 
omissions tabulated under insufficient data 
refer to an anatomist who is described merely 
as a ^Micentiato,’’ one chemist with the single 
degree of E.M.; and to a third individual 
whose record gives no information concerning 
degrees. Otherwise degrees are accurately 
given, except that the chemist with bachelor’s 
degree only should be credited also with a de- 
gree in pharmacy (Ph.G.). In the column 
headed “M.D, only” the figures in brackets 
refer to the number in this class who took 
some academic work but did not receive the 
bachelor’s degree. 


1910 list with the degree M.D. only, 8.5 per 
cent, as compared with 24.6 per cent, in the 
1903 list. That this is not due to a larger 
number of men with the PhJ). degree only, is 
shown by the fact that in the two lists the per- 
centage of individuals^ with the latter degree 
only, is practically the same, 26.2 per cent, for 
1903 and 26.4 per cent, for 1910. On the other 
hand, the number of individuals with MJ>. 
degree equals 68 per cent, in the 1903 lists and 
71 per cent, in the 1910 list, again practically 
no change. The conclusion is unavoidable that 
about two thirds of the prominent men in each 
list wore developed through the training 
represented by the M.D. degree and about 
one quarter through that represented by 
the Ph.D. degree, but that in the period 
represented by the 1910 list, there was 
a greater tendency on the part of the M.D. 
group to anticipate the present educational 
prerequisite in medicine — a collegiate educa- 
tion. In the 1903 list individuals with the 
bachelor’s or master’s degree antedating their 
M.D. degree constitute only 34 per cent of 
the total ; in 1910 this percentage increased to 
61. On the other hand, it is worthy of note 


TABLE Vn 


Mducation as Bepresenied hy Degrees — 2S8 indiv0udlft 


190S List 

1 ■) , 

1* 

■S-s 

Is 

1 

c 

P 

! 

i* 

K 

1 

o 

n 

Bachelor’s 1 
Only 

IS 

a'L. 

H 

IS 

cq g 

!“• 

ci 

£ 

1- 

Q 

T 

s 

ft 

s 

1 

Anatomy 

9 

6 

1 

1 

10 (3) 

1 

1 

1 

14 



1 

46 

Physiology 

4 

6 


3 

0(3) 




a 

1 



31 

Chemistry 

2 

1 


3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

16 


1 

1 

29 

Pathology 

7 

4 


2 

7 (6) 




1 



1 

21 

Bacteriology and hygiene 

1 


1 

1 

6(2) 


1 


5 




16 

Pharmacology 

2 

1 


2 

2 (1) 








7 

Medicine 

8 

2 


i 

9(1) 








20 

Surgery, neurology, psychiatry, pediatrics 

4 

4 



2(2) 




1 




n 

Totals 

37 

24 

3 

13 

a (17) j 

2 

3 

2 

47 

1 

1 

3 

179 

1910 llilt 

10 

11 

1 1 

6 

6 

1 

0 

1 

15 

0 

0 

0 

59 

Combined totals 

50 1 

35 

3 1 

19 

49 

3 

3 

3 

02 

1 

1 

3 

238 


The figures for the 1910 list are given at the 
bottom of the table without division into sci- 
entific groups. 

The figures presented in Table VII. bring 
out some interesting facta. The most striking 
of these is the small number of men in the 


that in the entire list of 238 individuals only 9 
achieved distinction on the basis of the bach- 
elor’s or master’s degree or the degree 8c.D. 

^ In this calculation individuals with both M.D. 
and Ph.D. degrees (13 in 1903 and 6 in 1910) are 
classed in the M.D. group, as is also one individ- 
ual with ScD. and D.V.M. degrees. 
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With the exception of the Ph,D. degree, the 
various degrees are distributed about equally 
among the several medical sciences. Anatomy, 
physiology and chemistry, the older and more 
exact of the group, claim, as would be expected, 
nearly all the Ph.D. men. 

EDUCATION AS REPRESENTED BY INSTITUnONS 

In Table Vill. is presented the group of in- 
stitutions which have given five or more de- 
grees to individuals in 1903 and 1910 lists. 
In this table degrees are tabulated^ not indi- 
viduals, that is, a man receiving the degrees 
A.B., A.M. end M.D. is tabulated three times; 
if, in addition, he received a Ph.D. degree, he 
receives four places.® The object of the table 
is to show in a general way the institutions 
concerned in training the larger number of 
the group. To limit the tabulation to institu- 
tions granting five or more degrees is not en- 
tirely satisfactory, but the list of institutions 

TABLE vm 


Institutions Sepresented hy Five or More Degrees; 
1903 and 1910 Lists Comhined 



CQ 

n 

OQ 


•< 

£ 

:d 

Q 

A 

« 

R 

» 

1 — 

d 

j 1 

h}| 

j 

u 

£ 

eo 

1 

Harvard 

22 

7 


15 


3 

5 

24 




76 

Johna Hopkins 

13 

1 


1 


18 

14 




47 

Columt^ 

4 


4 



7 

18 


i: 


36 

Yale 

8 

5 

3 

1 



8 

3: 




27 

Pennsylvania 

4 

2 

1 




2 

18l 



1 

27 

Michigan 


5i 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

8 


i 

1 

21 

Chicago (including 









Hush Med. School) , . 


21 



1 


13 

5 




21 

Cornell 

1 

13; 

3 

1 


1 

1 


i 1 



11 

Toronto 

7 

1 



2 




10 

Prinoeton 

4 



4 







8 

New York University 












and Bellevue 








6 




6 

Leipzig 







4 

2 




6 

Wisconsin ... * 


3 



1 






1 

5 

Missouri . 


2 





3 




6 

Northwestern 


1 



1 



3 




5 

Amherst 

4 



1 








5 















credited with four, three, two and one degree 
is 80 lengthy that tabulation is impossible. 
Thus three institutions are credited with four 

9 There is in this table a slight error due to the 
fact that Ph.D. men do not always give data con- 
cerning the bachelor and master ^s degree. 

6 Including M.B. 


degrees; six with three; seventeen with two and 
one hundred and sixteen with one. The tabu- 
lation of these in detail serves no good purpose. 
If we compare Table VUI. with Table VII. 
we find in regard to the M.D, degree that 100 
of the 168 medical degrees were given by 12 
institutions; tbe remaining 57 being scattered 
among 35 institutions. Also 60 of the 61 
Ph.D. degrees were granted by 9 institutiona; 
the remainder representing 13 institutions. 
21^® of the M.D. and 15 of the Ph.D. degrees 
were granted by foreign universities. Foreign 
universities giving more than one M.D. de- 
gree are Toronto, Strassburg, Bonn, Leipzig, 
Aberdeen and Edinburgh. The only foreign 
universities which find a place in the table 
are Toronto and Leipzig. 

Some objection might be raised to the inser- 
tion in this table of Amherst and Prinoeton, 
which do not have medical departments. How- 
ever, the table is intended to represent gen- 
eral educational preparation and brings out 
prominently the important r61e played by Har- 
vard, Hopkins, Columbia, Tale, Pennsylvania, 
Michigan and Chicago — the universities repre- 
sented by more than twenty degrees— in the 
development of the medical sciences. 

One or two minor points noted in the prep- 
aration of this table are: 

1. The women^g colleges represented are 
Smith, BadclifFe, Vassar and Bryn Mawr. 

2, The figures for Toronto, Amherst and 
Northwestern are based on tbe 1908 list; no 
new names occurred in tbe 1910 list. 

8. Homeopathic schools are represented by 
two individuals, one working in botany and 
materia medica and the other in anatomy and 
anthropology. 

One purpose in preparing Table VHX was 
to determine how many men took all their work 
in one university and whether workers in any 
one scientific group favored certain univer- 
sities. The analysis on this point yields the 
following information : Of 62 individuals with 
the Ph.D. degree (in 1903 and 1910 lists) 24 
took all work leading to this degree in one 
institution, as follows; Johns Hopkins: anato- 

10 Of these 5 were conferred by Canadian; 4 by 
English, and 12 by German schools. 
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mists, 2; physiologists, 4; physiological chem- 
ists, 2; pharmacologist, 1; Oolumbia; physiol- 
ogist, 1 ; physiological chemist, 1 ; psychologist, 
1; Yale: physiological chemists, 4; physiolo- 
gists, 2; Harvard: pharmacologist, 1; psychol- 
ogist, 1; Cornell: physiological chemist, 1; 
Chicago: physiologist, 1; George Washington 
University: anatomist, 1; and Pennsylvania: 
chemist and bacteriologist, 1. 

A similar study of men (1903 and 1910 lists 
combined) with the medical degree shows that 
of 80 receiving their bachelor degree in a uni- 
versity with a medical department, 40 remained 
for their medical education while an equal 
number went elsewhere. Of the first group 
Harvard claims 16, Pennsylvania 5, Michigan 
4, and John Hopkins, Yale and Edinburgh, 
each 2. 

POST-GRADUATE STtJDT 

As a supplement to Table Vlll. is presented 
an analysis (see Table IX.) of post-graduste 
study after the winning of the M.D. or Ph.D. 
degree or in the absence of these, the bach- 
elor's or master's degree. As post-graduate 
work is included (1) work as a fellow, (2) 
residence in a teaching or research institution 
with or without appointment and (3) foreign 
study. Also where an individual holds both 
the M.D. and PLD. degrees work for the later 
of these is counted as post-graduate work. 
When an individual has not held a fellowship 
and no special course of study is given, the 
first appointment (as assistant, instructor, 
lecturer, etc.) after graduation is considered as 
post-graduate work. Some objection might be 
raised to including the first appointment bb 
post-graduate study, but as it frequently offers 
the best criterion of conditions determining 
future work and of crystallizing the tendencies 
of the individual, it seems justifiable. On the 
other hand, if this first position was presum- 
ably devoid of opportunities for training, as, 
for example, a position in a secondary school, 
it has not been included. In this table, unlike 
the others, in order to bring out general tend- 
encies, the compiler has freely used his dis- 
cretion as to omissions at the expense, perhaps, 
of some of the smaller institutions. Despite 
all these liberties, the table has been prepared 


with great difficulty. This has been due in 
part to the complete absence of all data in con- 
nection with some names, and in part to the 
difficulty of defining graduate work, that is, 
determining what should and what should not 
be included. One other difficulty must be 
mentioned. Although the majority of individ- 
uals are credited with postgraduate work in 
only one or two institutions, some studied in 
four or more. As a result, in Table IX. the 
latter have been counted four or more times; 
thus the some individual may be credited to 
Columbia, Hopkins, Germany and France, 
though the total time spent in these four places 
may not have been greater than that given 
by another individual credited only to Colum- 
bia. To indicate the time element, an attempt 
was made early in the compilation to indicate 
length of time of post-graduate study, but this 
was beset with so many difficulties that it was 
abandoned. The table, therefore, indicates 
diversity of post-graduate study by a number of 
individuals, without regard to the time ele- 
ment, or the sequence of study. For conveni- 
ence of tabulation foreign universities are 
grouped under the name of the country in 
which tliey are located. So also work in fed- 
eral, state and city laboratories and in the 
array and navy are grouped under the head of 
Qovemment Worle. 


TABLE DC 

jPost-graduate Instruction; 190S List Only 
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1 

Ij 

1 - 
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it 

l^j 

Clio. Med. 1 


\ 

Hopkins 

13 

10 

2 

8 

6 

' " 

2 

3 

1 

45 

Harvard 

7 

7 

1 

2 

1 


2 

3 

23 

Coliunbia 

b 

4 

2 

3 

1 


1 

1 

17 

Oovernment work . 

2 

1 

2 

4 

4 


1 


14 

Pennsylvania | 

3 

1 


1 

1 

1 

6 


12 

Miohigan 

5 

1 

j 

1 

2 

1 



10 

Chicago 

4 

2 




1 


1 

8 

Clark 

4 

1 



2 




7 

Yale 


i| 

4 


1 




6 

Cornell 

1 

1 

1 



1 



4 

Germany 

11 

13 

14 

12 

b 

4 

7 

1 

67 

Pranoe 

1 

ij 

3 

2 

4 


1 

2 

13 

England 

1 

5 

2 

1 



1 

1 1 

11 

Austria 

1 



2 

2 


1 

2 

8 

Scotland 

1 







1 

5 

Italy 

2 








4 
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In this table, baaed on the 1903 list only, 
institutions or countries credited with lesi 
than four post-graduates are not given. The 
1910 list, because of the small number of 
names, can not be conveniently given in tab- 
ular form. It shows however that institutions 
represented by more than one post-graduate 
are as follows: Harvard, 11; Government 
Work, 8; Johns Hopkins, 6; Yale and Penn- 
sylvania, each 4; Chicago and Cornell, each 
8; and Columbia, 2, Foreign countries are 
represented as follows: Germany, 13; Great 
Britain, 5; Austria, 8; France and Canada, 
each 2. 

These figures from the 1903 list indicate 
clearly the prominent part which Johns Hop- 
kins University has played in stimulating the 
development of the medical sciences in this 
country and also the predominant influence of 
Germany upon American medicine. Ger- 
many's lead holds in both lists, but Hopkins 
and Harvard change places in the 1910 list, 
while Yale improves its standing at the ex- 
pense of Columbia, and Michigan and Clark 
drop out of the list. Just how important these 
changes arc, it is impossible to say on account 
of the smaller number of names in the 1910 
list as compared with that of 1903. 

OONSTDERATIONS OF PROFESSIONAL ADVANCEMENT 

In preceding tables (YU,, VIIT. and IX.) 
have been presented academic and professional 
education and post-graduate work up to or in- 
cluding the first appointment held. It is now 
of interest to consider the progress of these 
various individuals in their later professional 
life. To this end are presented (a) the num- 
ber of individvials remaining continuously in 
one, working in two only, or in three or more 
institutions; (h) residence and position of 
individuals in both groups at the time (1003 
and 1910) of OatteU's classifications; (c) the 
length of time between receipt of last degree 
and appointment as full professor; and (d) 
changes in field of work. 

Table X, presents those institutions in which 
two or more men have labored continuously 
from time of first appointment. In prepar- 
ing this table, which includes both 1903 and 


1910 lists, scholarships and fellowships have 
not been considered (these are included in 
Table IX). Likewise, incidental teaching, re- 
search or administrative positions held simul- 
taneously in other institutions, usually of the 
same city, have also been disregarded. 


TABLE X 

Confintioiw Residence tw One Instiiutionr^B Names 
from and X910 ZAst$ 
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1 
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5 

« 

1 

ja 
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i 

Cornell 

1 


1 




Miehis&n 

2 



1 

2 


Columbia 

3 

1 


1 

1 

1 

Pennsylvania 

3 

1 

1 


1 

6 

Johns Hopkins 

2 

2 


1 

1 

2 

Harvard 

2 

4u 


4 

1 

6 

Governinent 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 


Chicaffo (including Rush Med. 







College) 




3 



Yale 


1 

3 




Wisconsin 

1 


1 


1 


Western Reserve 


1» 

1 

2 



Buffalo 




1 


1 

Bellevue 






2 

Missouri 

2 







In addition to the data presented in the 
table, the following institutions are to be cred- 
ited with one man each : Anatomy : Minnesota, 
Princeton, Smith, Washington and Iowa; 
physiology : Syracuse, Nebrae&a, Medioo- 
Chirurgical College and the Rockefeller Insti- 
tute; bacteriology and hygiene: Wesleyan and 
Massachusetts Institute of Teclmology; clin- 
ical medicine: Albany Medical College. 

In Table XI. is shown the number of men 
who have worked in only two institutions. 

Institutions having one individual in first 
column only are Toronto, Smith, Edinburgh, 
Clark, Dartmouth, Virginia, Manitoba, Haver- 
ford, St. Louis Medical College, Miami, 
Georgetown, and Massachusetts, New York 
and Cincinnati Colleges of Pharmacy; in sec- 
ond column only, Bowdoin, Texas, Minnesota, 
Western Reserve, Bufialo, Jefferson, Vander- 
bilt and Simmons. 

Medicine, surgery, neurology, psychiatry, 
pediatrics. 

IS Including one pharmacologist. 
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TABLE XI 

Service in Twc Jnetitutions Onl^^S Names — 
from 190S and 1910 Litta 



First Second 
Foftltlon Position 

Hopkins 

10 

5 

Micliigan 

4 

1 

Ohicago (including Bush 
College) 

Medical 
1 

5 

Columbia 

5 

6 

University and Bellevue . 

4 

4 

Missouri 

0 

2 

Cornell 

0 

5 

Harvard 

2 

6 

Rockefeller Institute . . . . 

0 

2 

Yale 

3 

0 

Government work 

4 

2 

New York Polyclinic . , . . 

2 

0 

Wiaconfirin 

0 

4 

Albany Medical College . 

1 

1 

California 

3 

2 

Wesleyan 

1 

1 

Northwestern 

1 

2 

Pennsylvania 

2 

2 

Bryn Mawr 


0 

Stanford 

2 

0 

Massachusetts Institute 
nology 

of Tech- 
0 

2 


A comparison of Tables X, and XI. shows 
that of the total of 238 individuals, definite 
scientific prominence was attained by 85 who 
remained in one institution and by 60 who 
had worked in two institutions; of the re- 
maining 97, about three quarters are definitely 
credited with residence in three or more insti- 
tutions.iB Qn the basis of such a clossifioation 
it would appear that greater opportunity for 
successful eifort, and therefore greater scien- 
tific prominence, attends continuous residence 
in one institution. On the other hand, if the 
second and third group are added together, the 
figures favor migration* The first group, which 
includes a large proportion of the older men in 
anatomy, physiology, chemistry and the clinical 
subjects, is in striking contrast to the condi- 
tion under the German system; on the other 
hand, the second and third groups contain a 
large number of the younger men representing 

IB The data concernmg twenty-one is either in- 
complete or too indefinite for tabulation in this 
regard* 


prominence in pathology, bacteriology, hygiene 
and physiological chemistry, and is suggestire 
of the principle of migration so characteristic 
of the German system. Another important 
point brought out is that a relatively smalt 
number of institutions have fostered this 
selected group, or at least have given them 
opportunity for attaining prominence. This 
is shown in Table XU., which is based upon 
the total number of positions held by 168^* 
individuals of the 1908 list only. Only insti- 
tutions represented by four or more positions 
arc given. 

TABLE XU 

Institutions and Positions Mepreaented l?y 158 In- 
dividuals of 1903 List, 




Position 



Institution B 



d 

S 

k 

1 

Johns Hopkins 

7 

19 

6 

5 

3 

40 

Harvard 

12 

7 

5 

1 

- 

25 

Columbia 

6 

B 

7 

3 

- 

24 

Michigan 

5 

0 

4 

4 

1 

20 

Pennsylvania 

10 

4 

4 

- 

1 

10 

Chicago 

1 

1 

8 

7 

1 

18 

University and Bellevue 

2 

4 

6 

- 

_ 

12 

Northwcstorn 

- 

1 

4 

1 

1 

7 

Cornell. 

2 

2 

3 

- 

- 

7 

Yale 

2 

3 

1 

- 

- 

6 

Western Reserve 

3 

- 

3 

1 

- 

6 

Missouri 

1 

-- 

3 

- 

1 

5 

California 

- 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Clark 

- 

1 

3 


- 

5 

Minnesota 

1 

- 

1 

2 1 

- 

4 

Rookofoller Institute 

1 


2 

1 


4 

Foreign Universities 

Federal, State, City and Hos- 

i 

7 

1 

1 

1 

10 

pital 

el 

3 

2 

G 

5 

22 

Grand total 






230“ 


Table XII. shows 239 positions divided in IS 
ways. If foreign universities, federal, state 
and city and hospital positions and the Eocke- 
foUer Institute are removed, we have 203 posi- 
tions divided among only 16 universities. As 
the total number of positions occupied by the 
158 individuals was 814 it is evident that 

i4Twenty-oue names are omitted because of un- 
satisfactory or in definite data. 

Institutions represented by less than 4 men 
total 75 positions, making a final total of 314 posi- 
tions; 
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these fifteen universities were responsible for 
two thirds of the opportunities offered for ad- 
vancement in the sciences of medicine in this 
country up to the year 1003, The institutions 
offering more than ten positions are seven in 
number, Hopkins, Harvard, Columbia, Michi- 
gan, Pennsylvania, Chicago and New York 
University,^® in the order named, with a total 
of 158 positions or almost exactly half of the 
positions (314) represented by the total num- 
ber of individuals. 


PRESEKT DISTttiBUTXOK WITH 

Table XllL presents the distribution of the 
entire 238 individuals and their rank as given 
in the 1906 and 1910 editions of American 
Men of Science.’’ Persons characterised as 
“emeritus” or “retired” are credited accord- 
ing to their last appointment. Nine men in 
active service in 1906 are not included in the 
table; these represent two men called to for- 
eign universities, a medical clinician, a spe- 
cialist in tuberculosis — ^the last two without 


TABLB xni 


Distribution and Manic; 190S and 1910 Lists; ^9 NaTnes 



■■ ! 

Pro- 
fessor i 

i 

AdJ. or 
Assoelitte 
Professor 

Assistant 
or Junior ; 
Professor 

lustmotor, 
Leoiurer, 
Associate or 
Assiatant 

Director, 
Chief or 
Curator 

Emeritus or 
Ke tired 

1 

Totals 

Gains 
in 1910 

Harvard 

15 

3 

3 

4 



25 

8 

Hopkins 

9 1 

8 


1 



18 

8 

Columbia 

10 1 

3 


3 


2 

18 

4 

Pennsylvania 

12 



1 

3 


16 

5 

Cbicoffo (inel. Rush) 

5 

6 

2 ! 

1 



14 

4 

Cornell 

9 

1 

2 i 


1 


13 

4 

Federal and state depts 





11 


11 

4 

Michigan i 

8 



1 



9 

1 

Wisconsin 

6 , 



2 



7 

3 

California. . 

2 ' 

1 

2 

2 



6 

0 

M. Y. University and Bellevue . . 

6 





1 

6 

1 

Rockefeller Institute 





6 


6 

2 

U. 8. Army and Navy and P. H. 









Service 

1 

i 



2 

2 

6 

1 

Western Reserve 

4 





1 

6 

3 

Minnesota 

i 2 


1 

1 



4 

0 

Northwestern 

3 

1 





4 

0 

Missouri 

2 

1 

1 




4 

1 

Yale 

2 


1 ^ 




4 

2 

Hospitals 





4 


4 

2 

Wesleyan 

2 

1 





3 

0 

Illinois 

3 






3 

1 

Mass. Institute of Technology . . 

1 



2 



3 

1 

St. Iiouis Medical School 

1 1 




1 


2 

0 

Buffalo 

; 2 

1 

1 





2 

0 

Philippine Med. School 

2 






2 

2 

Stanford 

2 






2 

1 

Indiana 

1 

1 





2 

1 

Other Institutions 

24 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

31 

5 

Not classified 


i 





1 


Totals 

1 1 ! 





238 



69 


It is of interest also that this very definite 
support of scientific medicine concerns almost 
entirely the university schools; independent 
medical schools play little or no part in this 
table. 

Including the old New York University and 
Bellevue Hospital Medical Schools. 


university affiliation — a librarian, and lour 
men whose later records are incomplete. The 
table thus really includes only 229 indi- 
viduals.^^ 

Only institutions represented by two or more 
places are given in the table. Other institutioni 
represented by one professor are: Bowdoin, Texas, 
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In Table XIV., based on the 1903 list only, 
is shown the lapse of time, in the several broad 
groups representing medicine, between the 
receipt of last degree and attainment of full 
professorship, and also the number in each 
group who have reached prominence without 
the grade of full professor. The number of 
individuals in this table is only about two 
thirds (140) of the total number (179) studied. 
The names omitted represent those who do 
not fall readily into the groups given, who are 
without academic affiliation, or whose recorda 
are incomplete. Those who taught two sub- 
jects, as anatomy and physiology, and those 
who held two chairs in succession, as, for ex- 
ample, a clinician, temporarily the occupant 
of a chair of pathology, are classified more or 
less arbitrarily according to their greater 
prominence in one or the other of the subjeots 
named, but each is counted only once. 


TABLX XIY 

Lapse of Time between Degree and FtUl Pro- 
fessorship, 190S List, 140 Names 



'1 



6-10 

Tears 


n 

ih 

i 

11 

Anatomy. 

41 

7 

1 4 

0 

4 

2 

8 

15 

Physiology 

Physiol, ohem, andj 

27 

1 

1 4 

6 

6 

1 

9 

10 

pharmaoology ^ 

Pathology, baotari-| 

10 

5 

1 

6 

0 

0 

4 

3 

ology and hygiene' 

30 

1 

1 7 

8 

6 

1 

64 

7 

CUnioal ' 

23 

0 

0 

8 

6 

6 

Hi 

3 

TotJ^ 

HO 

14 1 

I 20 ": 

“37 

21 1 


1 

38 


It is seen that in anatomy, physiology, 
pathology and bacteriology the average wait is 
about the same, eight to nine years ; in physi- 
ological chemistry and pharmacology it is low 

Clark, Iowa, Princeton, Knox, Smith, Syracuse, 
Tufts, Medlco-Ohirurgical of Philadelphia, Vander- 
bilt, Woman's Medical College of Philadelphia, 
Chicago Homeopathic Medical College, Eclectic 
Medical Institute of Cincinnati, Virginia, Pitts- 
burg, Ohio, Washington and Lee, Washington Uni- 
versity, George Washington University, the Jeffer- 
son, Benver and Albany Medical Schools and New 
York College of Pharmacy; by lower grades of 
title, Simmons, 3>artmoath, Bryn Mawr, Nebraska 
and Georgetown ; by a director, Pennsylvania State 
College and a commercial laboratory. 


— ^four years — all full professors in these sub- 
jects having been appointed within ten years 
of their graduation; in clinical medicine the 
average is nearly double that of the other 
branches. The early average in physiological 
cbemiatry and pharmacology is, in aU prob- 
ability, due to the rapid development of these 
subjects as a part of the curriculum of the 
modern medical school; the high average in 
medicine is doubtless to be explained by the old 
custom of appointing only prominent consult- 
ants to chairs of medicine. An analysis of the 
appointments in anatomy indicates that the 
large number of early appointments is to be ex- 
plained by the comparatively recent policy of 
divorcing the teaching of anatomy from that 
of physiology and surgery, which has thrown 
open many chairs to the younger men special- 
izing in anatomy. Only in the dinioal 
branches apparently has there been, in the 
past, much chance for a man to be called to a 
chair after twenty years. Considering all 
branches the largest number of individuals 
reached professorial rank during the second 
five-year period after graduation. 

The individuals who have attained promi- 
nence without becoming full professors present 
great variation in lapse of time after gradua- 
tion; in anatomy the extremes are one and 
twenty-five ; in physiology, two and thirteen ; in 
physiological chemistry, two and ten; in 
pathology and allied subjects, one and eleven; 
in clinical medicine, nine end twelve. It is 
noteworthy, however, that of the entire group 
of thirty-eight individuals representing grades 
lower than professor, only six had been gradu- 
ated more than ten years. 

OHANOB OF FIELD OP WORK 

That success or prominence in a given field 
is necessarily the result of continuous single- 
minded effort in that field is supported by an 
analysis of the 1903 list. Excluding concur- 
rent appointments, the interacting interests of 
the group representing physiology, physiolog- 
ical chemistry and pharmacology and the very 
natural communion of interests shared by 
pathologist and clinician, there is very little 
tendency to change in field of effort. Two 
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anatomistB had an early brief experience in 
pathology and one in physiology. Three 
physiologists started as anatomists, but changed 
their interest early in their career. Some of 
the physiologists and chemists entered the field 
of pharmacology, and some of the latter that of 
pharmacy also, but in no instance have they 
been interested in other branches. 

Three pathologists had initial appointments 
in anatomy or histology, and one in clinical 
medicine. One bacteriologist had an early 
appointment in chemistry. 

THE CLINICIAN AS AN INVESTIOATOR 

Of the clinical group, five individuals had 
been professors of pathology, while two had 
held chairs of materia medica, one a chair of 
botany and therapeutics and one a chair of 
anatomy. Three others had been, respectively, 
professor of hygiene, physiology and the insti- 
tutes of medicine. Of those who had not held 
chairs, three bad done notable work in pathol- 
ogy, one in physiology and toxicology and one 
in clinical hematology (microscopy). These 
activities are naturally those closely related to 
diagnosis and treatment, respectively, and it is 
probably these activities in the science of 
medicine, and not the actual practise of medi- 
cine. which gave the individuals in question 
their prominence as men of science. The his- 
tory of medicine in this country shows that 
the first medical laboratories, presided over by 
men who did not practise medicine, were those 
of chemistry. Anatomy and physiology, at 
first in the hands of the clinicians, were the 
subjects next to acquire laboratory facilities 
and full-time men. Still later, pathology was 
divorced from clinical teaching and became a 
laboratory subject. But until about twenty to 
twenty-five years ago, the advancement of the 
medical sciences, aside from chemistry, was 
largely in the hands of clinicians, and it was 
men of the type represented in this list— as 
Mitchell, Delafield, Fitz and Janeway — who 
kept the scientific side of medicine alive in the 
period preceding the development of our pres- 
ent manifold laboratory activities. That 
twenty men in internal medicine and thirteen 
men in surgery and the specialties — men 


busily engaged in the actual practise of medi- 
cine— should constitute almost one fifth of a 
list of 179 prominent medical men of science, 
the majority of whom are laboratory men, is 
a matter for sincere congratulation. It will 
be interesting to see whether or not the new 
conditions in medicine, the full-time chairs in 
clinical medicine and the better equipped 
clinical and research laboratories, yield as 
large a number of prominent scientists in 
clinical medicine. The 1910 list with its 69 
new names is too small and too near the 1903 
period to be of value. It shows only two new 
names in internal medicine, three in psy- 
chiatry, two in neurology, three in surgery 
and none in pediatrics, as contrasted with 
twenty, three, three, two and three in 1903. 
For psychiatry, neurology and surgery this is 
an excellent showing; for internal medicine 
and pediatrics, opinion must be deferred. 

Eiohard M. Pearce 

tjNIVKRSITV OF PENNBYLVANU 


THE NATIONAL FOEESTS 

The first-hand impressions and experiences 
gained on his thirty-day tour of the National 
Forests are described as “ invaluable ” by 
Secretary of Agriculture Houston in a letter 
which he sent on his return to Washing- 
ton to the chief forester, expressing his ap- 
proval of the administrative work and methods 
of the forest service. 

Starting out with the expressed intention 
of seeing the work with his own eyes and study- 
ing on the ground the principal problems in- 
volved in managing and developing the forest 
resources of the country, Secretary Houston 
visited typical forests in each of the six great 
forest districts of the west, penetrating into 
the wilds on logging locomotives, automobiles, 
horseback, and at times on foot, and getting 
into personal touch, not only with the rangers 
and guards, but with homesteaders, cattle- 
men, lumberjacks and others among whom the 
forest oflSoers do their work. Secretary Hous- 
ton in his letter to the forester says ; 

I especially desired to familariae myself with 
the administrative machiuery and bmdness meth- 
ods, to acquaint myself with the graaitig condi- 
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tions, the water-power developmentB, the timber 
operations, the relation of the forests to agricul- 
ture, the road and trail and other improvements, 
the recreational use of the forests, other uses, and 
to see some of the typical homestead claims* I was 
afforded an opportunity to see typical forests in 
ea^h of the districts and some of the more strik- 
ing operations of each of them. 

I regret that it was physically impossible for 
me to visit more of the forests in each district. I 
feel, however, that I accomplished my main pur- 
poses and that the results of my trip are invalu- 
able. I was exceedingly gratified with the evi- 
dence of enthusiasm, loyalty and devotion to duty 
on the part of all representatives of the depart- 
ment with whom I came in contact, I was espe- 
cially impressed with the intelligent and sympa- 
thetic attitude between the forest service and the 
users of the forests and of all communities de- 
pendent upon them. Tt was pleasing to observe 
that in the forests themselves the ro»i dents and 
other users look to the forest officers, not only for 
information bearing on forestry problems in which 
they are interested, but also for assistance in 
many other matters. The efficient and sympathetic 
handling of forestry problems on the part of the 
service, in the interest not only of the nation, but 
particularly of the sections in which the forests 
are located, gives promise of the successful solu- 
tion of any problems that may confront us. 

In a statement supplementing his letter. 
Secretary Houston said that among the first 
of the activities with which he came in con- 
tact was the recreational use of the national 
forests, under which upward of a million per- 
sons every year travel, camp, hunt, fish or 
maintain summer homes and resorts in the 
forests. The tour of inspection began on the 
Santa Fe forest, New Mexico, where many 
summer homes have been built in the moun- 
tains. In the Coconino and Tusayan forests, 
Arizona, which border the famous Grand 
Canyon, the secretary was particularly im- 
pressed, ho said, by the necessity of improve- 
ments which will mahe the canyon more acces- 
sible to the public and which are being con- 
structed by the forest service on these and 
other forests as rapidly as funds permit, nearly 
8,000 miles of rosid and 21,000 miles of trail 
having been built on all of the national forests 
UP to date. 


On the Angeles forest, in southern Cali- 
fornia, the secretary said, he saw a strik- 
ing illustration of the importance of forest 
protection of watersheds, which in this locality 
has contributed to the irrigation development 
that in twenty years has transformed a desert 
into one of the most flourishing agricultural 
sections of the country. He visited some of 
the 1,100 towns and cities which derive their 
domestic water supply from national forests 
and, after crossing the Sierra Nevada range in 
an automobile that was fitted to the railway 
with special, flanged wheels, he inspected one 
of the largest water-power projects on the 
forests, a fourteen-million -dollar plant oper- 
ated under permit on the Sierra National For- 
est. With regard to water-power, development 
of which is going on actively under the De- 
partment of Agriculture’s regulations, the 
secretary said that he saw no need for a change 
in the existing system of control, except for 
legislation to permit long-term leasing of 
water-power sites. 

Stock owners in the west, said the secretary, 
are more than satisfied with the departmental 
regulations under which improved range con- 
ditions are brought about along with the graz- 
ing of increasing numbers of livestock, of 
which more than fifteen million, mainly sheep, 
cattle end horses, now graze annually on the 
national forests. In the logging and mill 
operations on some of the big timber-sale pro- 
jects in the Douglas fir country of Oregon and 
Washington, the secretary said, he was enabled 
to get much first-hand knowledge of fire pro- 
tection and conservative logging as carried on 
under government regulation, and be com- 
mended the reforestation work for which from 
ten to fifteen million trees are grown annually 
in forest service nurseries. 

The secretary completed his tour in Mon- 
tana after he had had a personal insight into 
practically all of the important activities of 
the forest service and, as he said, obtained first- 
hand impressions not only from forest officers, 
but from all dasses of local residents who are 
affected by the methods and regulations under 
which the national forests are being admin- 
istered in every section of the west. 
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SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

The American Society of Zoologists will 
meet from December 28 to December 31, inclu- 
sive, at the State University of Ohio, Colum- 
bus, simultaneously with the meeting of the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, 

Offjoers of the American Astronomical 
Society were elected at the Pacific Coast Meet- 
ing as follows : 

Fresidentf Edward C. Pickering. 

First Vice-president, W. W. Campbell. 

Second Vice-president, Frank Schleslnger. 

Secretary, Philip Fox. 

Treasurer, Mi«« Annie J. Cannon. 

Councillors, W, S, Eichelberger, J. S. Pla^ett, 
E, B. Frost, Joel Stebbins. 

The Swiss Society of the Natural Sciences, 
the national association for the advancement 
of science, meets this year at Geneva, from 
September 12 to 15. It is the ninety-seventh 
annual meeting of the society and the hun- 
dredth anniversary of its foundation, but in 
view of the existing circumstances this anni- 
versary will be celebrated in only a simple 
way, and the usual invitations to foreign sci- 
entific societies and scientific men are this 
year omitted. The papers before the general 
sessions, partly in French and partly in Ger- 
man, are as follows ; “New Light in the Inves- 
tigation of the Jura Mountains,” by Professor 
A. Heim, of Zurich; “Results of Forty Tears 
of Measurements of the Glacier of the Rhone,” 
by Professor E. L. Mercanton, of Lausanne; 
“ An Archipelago of the Pacific,” by Dr. Frits 
Sarasin, of Basle; and “The International 
Phyto-geographic Excursion through North 
America,” by Dr. E. Riibel, of Zurich. 

Charles Lee Crandall, professor of railway 
engineering and geodesy in the college of civil 
engineering of Cornell University, from which 
institution he graduated in the first class and 
where he became a teacher in 1872, has retired 
from active service. Both the university fac- 
ulty and the trustees have passed resolutions 
in appreciation of his services to the univer- 
sity. 

Dr. Albert 0. Seward, professor of botany 
in the University of Cambridge, has been 


elected master of Downing College, in succes- 
sion to the late Professor Howard Marsh, 

The Moxon gold medal of the Royal College 
of Physicians has been awarded to Professor 
J. J. D6jerine, and the Baly gold medal to Dr, 
F. Gowland Hopkins. 

The Munich School of Technology has con- 
ferred its doctorate of engineering on Dr. von 
Brill, professor of mathematics at Tiibingen, 
and on Dr. Schwager, of the Geological Sur- 
vey. 

Dr. M. Standfuss and Dr. A. Querbain have 
been made honorary professors in the Univer- 
sity of Zurich, the former in entomology, the 
latter in meteorology. 

Da, Ernst Schmidt, professor of pharmaco- 
logical chemistry at Marburg, has celebrated 
his seventieth birthday. 

Professor Bi^hal has been made director of 
a department for the study of questions of 
chemical manufacture with special reference 
to the war, established by the French ministry 
of commerce in the Paris School of Pharmacy. 

Dr. Jakob von Weyradoh, professor of engi- 
neering in the Stuttgart School of Technol- 
ogy, has retired from active service. 

An action was brought in the Chancery Di- 
vision by Professor Arthur Schuster, one of 
the secretaries of the Royal Society, against 
the publishers end printer of Pearson^e Weekly, 
in respect of an article suggesting that Pro- 
fessor Schuster’s private wireless apparatus 
was discovered and “ seized.” Defendants 
offered an ample apology, paid the costs^ and 
gave fifty guineas to the Red Cross funds. 

Professor E. L. Nioholb, of the department 
of physios of Cornell University, who has leave 
of absence for the first term of the coming 
year, will spend that period in the far east. 

Dr. a. j. Hkrbertbon, of Wadham College, 
Oxford, professor of geography in the univer- 
sity, and well known for his contributions to 
geography and meteorology, died on July 81 , 
at the age of fifty years. 

Dr. Edmund Owen, a London surgeon who 
had made contributions to surgery and anat- 
omy, died on July 28. 
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The death ie announced in hie seventy-sec- 
ond year of Mr. George Newlyn, formerly con- 
nected with the Kew Botanical Garden and a 
writer in popular science. 

M. F. P. J. Gu^uen, late professor of bot- 
any in the School of Agriculture at Grignon, 
has died at the age of forty -three years. 

Dr. Jiordano, professor in the University of 
Palermo, known for his work on the diseases of 
miners, died on July 10. 

Dr. Alfred Schliz, the German anthropol- 
ogist, has died at Heilbrun, at the age of sixty- 
six years. 

Following out the provisions of the late 
Mrs. Keenan, who left $800,000 to establish 
and maintain a free medical dispensary in Mil- 
waukee, a meeting is soon to he held between 
the trustees of the fund and the city health 
department to work out the arrangements as 
contemplated in the will. 

During the present summer the regents of 
the University of New Mexico have instituted 
a survey of the lands in the university state 
endowment, of which there are nearly 300,000 
acres still owned by the university. Charles 
T. Kirk, of the New Mexico Natural Resources 
Survey, and John D. Clark, of the department 
of chemistry at the University of New Mexico, 
have been placed in charge of the work. 


VNIVEBSITr AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS 

Dr. Edgar Nelson Transeau, now a pro- 
fessor in the Southwestern Normal School, 
Charleston. HI,, goes to Ohio State University 
next year as professor of plant physiology. 

Professor Roy H. Porter, of Iowa State 
College, has become head of the department of 
mochanioel engineering at the New Hamp- 
shire College to succeed Professor Richard E. 
Chandler resigned. Professor Porter took his 
B.S. degree in mechanical engineering at the 
University of Maine in 1906 and the degree 
of mechanical engineer at Iowa State College 
in 1912. He has been instructor in mechanical 
engineering at Iowa State College, was made 
assistant professor there in 1908 and asso- 
ciate professor in 1918. 

At Bryn Mawr College Dr. Frederick H, 
Getman, associate professor of chemistry, has 


resigned, and Dr. James Llewellyn Crenshaw 
has been appointed associate in physical chem- 
istry. Dr. Crenshaw has been instructor in 
chemistry in Centre College and in Princeton 
University. From 1911 to 1915 he has been 
research assistant in chemistry in the Carnegie 
Institution of Washington. 

Dr. P. H. Romer, director of the Institute 
of Hygiene at Greifswald, has been called to 
Halle as successor to Professor Fronken. 

Professor Harries, of Kiel, director of the 
chemical laboratory, has declined a call to 
Gottingen. 

Dr. Konrad PiauoKius, professor of ancient 
history at Breslau, has been appointed pro- 
fessor at Bonn, as successor to Professor Ulrich 
Wilcken. 


DISCUSSION AND COBEESPONDENCE 
ELEMENTARY MECHANIOS 

The letter of Professors Franklin and Mac- 
Nutt^ is a helpful contribution to the discus- 
sion of the laws of motion, I wish especially 
to endorse their remarks upon the law of action 
and reaction. The idea that action and re- 
action, because equal and opposite, are bal- 
anced forces, is responsible for more confu- 
sion, perliaps, than any other error connected 
with the laws of dynamics. An instance of 
this occurs in a comparatively recent article 
in which the author assumes that a body acted 
upon by an unbalanced force must be retarded 
by an equal and opposite “ether-friction” in 
order to satisfy the law of action and reaction ; 
forgetting that if such were the case the force 
would really be balanced and the body would 
have no acceleration. The explanations given 
by Professors Franklin and MacNutt of the 
second law of motion and of popular and 
scientidc usage regarding the terms mass and 
weight are also, in the main, calculated to pro- 
mote clear thinking about these matters. That 
“the result of weighing a body on a balance 
scale ” is a proper measure of “ amount of 
material,” however, certainly requires explana- 
tion to the begixmer. 

The writers apparently attribute to me some 

ISOIENOE, July 9, 1916, p. 60. 
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part of the responsibility for tlio hopeless con- 
fusion which they allege exists regarding the 
distinction between mass and weight Their 
own explanation of this matter however differs 
from mine chiefly in the picturesqueness of the 
language employed. I have, indeed, recog- 
nized® that if full rigor is insisted on it is 
necessary to make a distinction not mentioned 
by Professors Franklin and MacNutt. The 
word weight, according to scientific usage, does 
not usually mean the actual “ force with which 
the earth pulls on a body,” but something 
which differs from this because of the earth's 
rotation. I have not advocated introducing 
this distinction in the first explanation of 
weight to students; but it can not be perma- 
nently avoided if any important attainment is 
reached in the study of dynamics. 

Since the writers have referred to me in 
connection with the meaning of the division 
by g, I may say that I certainly am not one of 
those who l)elieve that weight is converted into 
mass by dividing by g or by any other process, 
I believe, however, that the fact should be made 
clear that mass, like any other measurable 
magnitude, is expressible in different units; 
and that the reduction from one unit to another 
involves precisely the same kind of reasoning 
in the ease of mass as in the case of length or 
velocity. One can not understand the reduc- 
tion of a length from feet to meters unless he 
understands the meaning of both the foot and 
the meter; a similar statement holds concern- 
ing tlio reduction of a mass from pounds to 
tons, or from pounds to “slugs.” Moreover, I 
see no reason why the unit which has been 
called tlie slug should be regarded with ridi- 
cule, or even with semi-ridicule. The question 
of what unit to employ for any given purpose 
is properly decided by convenience. The con- 
venience of the “ slug ” is due to two facta — 
(1) that the pound-force is customarily em- 
ployed in a great deal of practical work and (2) 
that the dynamical formulas almost universally 
used are based upon a relation of units such 
that unit force acting upon unit mass cauaee 
unit acceleration. And there should be no 
more difficulty in understanding the definition 

aScMNOX, April 28, p. 611. 


of the “slug” than that of the dyne or the 
“standard pound-force” or any oth« unit 
which is defined by an appeal to the law of 
acceleration. L. M. Hoseotb 

QUOTATIONS 

BEITISH BCIKNTIFIO MEN ANU THK GOVERNMENT 

In addition to appointing committees to con- 
sider suggestions or inventions, the Boyal, 
Chemical and Pliysical Societies have taken 
steps to obtain registers of their fellows classi- 
fied according to special knowletlge and to 
scientific services which the fellows are willing, 
as well as specially qualified, to perform. The 
idea in each case is to secure cooperation 
among the fellows of tlie particular societies, 
and to examine by means of committees any 
promising suggestions relating to munitions 
of war or kindre<l subiectft. No one knows pre- 
cisely what will be done with the registers 
when they have been completed. Each society 
seems to be (Compiling its list independently 
and without any clear view of the use which 
will be made of the experts' services which 
will lieeome available by the response to its 
circular. No scheme has yet been put forward 
by which definite national duties will be as- 
signed to the hundreds of scientific men who 
are enrolling themselves on the registers of 
their respective societies. . . . 

The laboratories of our universities, univer- 
sity colleges and technical institutions are at 
the disposal of the government, and in many 
of them men are devoting twelve hours a day 
to work in connection with the supply of 
munitions of war. A few days ago the mem- 
bers of the Eoyal Institution decided to offer 
the resources of their laboratories and of the 
Davy Faraday Research Laboratory to the 
government for the prosecution of any partic- 
ular research by officers of the admiralty, war 
office or ministry of munitions; and the man- 
agers invited communication from these de- 
partments “in case there is any field of re- 
search in relation to or connected with chem- 
ical and physical science, or either of them, to 
which the professors, assistants and staff of the 
Royal Institution or of the laboratory can use- 
fully direct their attention with the view of 
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giving- assistance to his Majesty's government 
in the conduct of the war.” 

We notice that this resolution was sent to 
the First Lord of the Admiralty, the Minister 
of War, the Minister of Munitions and the 
chairman of the Inventions Board of the Ad- 
miral ty* but we can scarcely suppose that each 
of these officers of state will act independently 
in making whatever use is possible of the offer. 
Mr. Lloyd George has announced in the House 
of Commons that he has made arrangements 
with the Secretary of State for War to take 
over the invention work relating to the muni- 
tions of war for the supply of which his de- 
partment is responsible. He has also arranged 
with the First Lord of the Admiralty to take 
over the work relating to new expedients and 
inventions for purely army purposes which are 
at present in charge of that department. . . . 

Most people assume that those services will 
be voluntary; and a corroapondent directs our 
attention to the fact that in the forms circu- 
lated by the Physical Society in connection 
with the proposed “ War Register,” it is stated 
that: “It is to be understood that all service 
would be voluntary, and unpaid, being given 
for the good of the country during this period 
of emergency.” He adds: “I should like to 
inquire how it comes about that the Physical 
Society is not in a position to offer remunera- 
tion for work of the character specified in the 
circular on a scale at least bearing a reason- 
able proportion to the wages paid by the 
government for the performant^e of less respon- 
aible labor. Is it really for the good of the 
country that this work should be unpaid?” 

Government departments and statesmen find 
their requests for expert advice and guidance 
responded to so willingly by scientific men and 
societies that they overlook the necessity of 
making any recompense for work done. In 
the medical services every qualified practitioner 
receives rank and reasonable pay, while con- 
sultants are given generous retaining fees. In 
legal circles also no advice is expected without 
a retainer being attached to it; and in this con- 
nection we are interested in the announcement 
that “according to a statement made in the 
House of Commons Sir John Simon, as attor- 


ney-general, drew £18,000 as his remuneration 
for the past year.” It should be unnecessary 
to urge that the laws of nature are of as much 
importance as the laws of the land, and that 
as in the present crisis men of science can be 
of greater service to the nation than lawyers 
or politicians, they should receive at least suffi- 
cient reward for it to enable them to put aside 
their daily work in order to take up national 
duties. There will be no lack of volunteer 
workers among scientific men, but the state 
should understand that its responsibility for 
payment on account of expert opinion is at 
least as great in the case of science ns it is in 
law, medicine and engineering. — Nature. 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

The Social Prohlem, A Constructive Analysis, 
By Charles A. Ell wood, professor of socioU 
ogy in the University of Missouri. In the 
Citizens' Library of Economics, Politics and 
Sociology. Edited by Richard T. Ely, pro- 
fessor of political economy in the University 
of Wisconsin. New York, The Macmillan 
Co., 1915. Pp. 249. $1.25. 

“ The present crisis in our civilization,” we 
are told in the preface of this book, “ calls for 
a reconstruction of our social philosophy.” 
The author confidently undertakes the task. 
Decay is noted in religious belief, moral ideals, 
political honor, conflict of classes, the break- 
down of regulation and control, the demand 
for a strong man and centralization in govern- 
ment. “The very forces which undermined 
Roman civilization, viz., commercialism, indi- 
vidualism, materialistic standards of life, mili- 
tarism, a low estimate of marriage and the 
family, agnosticism in religion and ethics, 
seem to be the things which are now promi- 
nent, if not dominant, in Western civilization.” 
Many new problems have suddenly arisen from 
increase of population, increase of knowledge, 
intermingling of races and cultures, increas- 
ing interdependence of nations, the invention 
of new machines and various other develop- 
ments. 

Back of these problems lies the social prob- 
lem, Reformers who emphasize special prob- 
lems do not grasp it. Those whose vision is 
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limited to national interests or whose point of 
view is purely economic have not discovered it. 
Pacifist, eugenist and feminist all miss it. 
Rather is it known only by those ''who are 
beginninjQf to perceive that the social problem 
is now what it has been in all ages, namely 
the problem of the relations of men to one an- 
other.” These relations are the outcome of 
concrete historical, physical, physiological, 
economic and ideal elements. For example, on 
the historical side the relations of men in 
western civilization are largely determined by 
inheritance of Greek, Hebrew, Roman and 
Teutonic customs and ideals. Briefly attempt- 
ing to characterize some of the chief contribu- 
tions of each of these factors, the author en- 
deavors to show how various inharmonious 
elements in them have combined with specified 
utifortunate effects of physical and economic 
influences to produce undesirable conditions in 
present society. A final chapter, on “ The Solu- 
tion of the Social Problem,” lays down a 
number of precepts. To "solve” the social 
problem we must take a syntiietic view of our 
social life, avoid revolution and violence, 
develop sympathy among all classes in the 
population, advance education, purify family 
life, control heredity, inculcate social respon- 
sibility, stress reason and altruism, support 
science, readjust the economic system and 
finally as a means to all this find and train 
social leaders. 

In covering so large a field in so short a 
volume Professor Ellwood has necessarily dealt 
in cavalier fashion with most of his topics. In 
consequence the cautious scientist who looks 
in this book for adequate proof of all positions 
taken will be disappointed. The discerning 
reader, nevertheless, may possibly draw the not- 
unseientific conclusion from it that the world 
is still full of a number of things that need 
careful investigation. It is to be feared, how- 
ever, that not all into whose hands "The 
Social Problem” falls will be able to distin- 
guish opinions from generalizations that have 
been established through the work of numer- 
ous investigators. 

A, A. Tennkt 


SrMCUL AnTlCLM 
KEW METHODS IN SOIL PROTOZOOLOQV^ 

Ik the investigation of a problem bearing 
on the conclusions of Russell and Hutchinson^ 
who consider protozoa as one of the limiting 
factors of bacterial activity and consequently 
of soil fertility, the authors found it 6xx>6di- 
ent to carry on several preliminary experi- 
ments for the purpose of establishing the value 
of certain newly devised methods. 

In view of the fact that the methods em- 
ployed for counting protozoa have been un- 
satisfactory even in the hands of such ex- 
perienced investigators as Rahn,* using 
an application of the bacterial dilution 
method; Hiller* plating on solid media; Miil- 
ler* counting protozoa per standard loopful of 
solution; and numerous others counting the 
protozoa directly in a drop by means of a 
microscope ; the authors have adapted the well- 
known blood-counting apparatus (Blutkorper- 
zkhlapparat) to the counting of protozoa. The 
principle underlying the use of this instru- 
ment is the microscopical observation of a 
drop of standard size. Tbe organisms may be 
examined in the stained or unstained, in the 
living or dead state. Piorosulphuric acid 
(Kleinenborg) is recommended for killing and 
rapid staining simultaneously. 

The calculation of results is based on the 
use of a standard stage micrometer, the 
squares marked on the disc of the slide, and 
the constant depth of solution under observa- 
tion, which is .1 mm. Thus no mechanical 
variation is possible. The advantages of using 
this apparatus for counting protozoa are as 
follows: 

1. It is a direct method, thus eliminating 
many errors attending incubation, etc., and the 
results can be reported immediately. 

1 From the laboratories of Protozoology and Soil 
Bacteriology. Further results of ezperimentatltm 
and a bibliography on soil protozoology and soU 
sterilization are awaiting publication in coming 
issue of Cenfr, /. Bafct., Abt. II. 

a Bussell and Hutchinson, Jour, Agr, 8 
(1909), lllj tbid., 5 (1918), 158, etc. 

ABahn, O., Cmr. f, BaJet,, H., 86 (1913), 419, 
4 Efller, Centr. /. Bakt, n„ 87 (1913), 881. 
^Mfiller, Aftm, /, Byg,, 75 (1912), 321. 
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9. It is more accurate than any other 
method in use, because it is a standard instru- 
ment and no mechanical variation is possible. 

8, It is rapid and saves considerable time 
in contradistinction to other methods, and the 
technique is simple. For example, triplicate 
counts on any medium were recorded in ten 
minutes. 

4. The counts check more closely than those 
of any otlier method, 

6. It can be used to advantage whether the 
number of protozoa present be large or small. 

6. It can be used for living, killed or 
stained organisms and pennita of a thorough 
observation of the individual organisms. 

Its disadvantages are that the initial cost is 
greater than that of otlier methods, and the 
sample is too small to be representative. The 
error of count is considerable where the pro- 
tozoa are very few or many in number. And a 
number of fields must be counted because of 
the uneven distribution, if an accurate count 
18 required. 

Despite the logical thoroughness of Russell 
and Hutchinson’s work, there appears to be 
one point which they seem to have neglected. 
Namely, the production of ammonia, etc., is 
used as a criterion for measuring the effect of 
soil protozoa on bacterial activity, while the 
fungi in the soil, which are known, to be ca- 
pable of producing ammonia,® were not taken 
into account. Thus there is an added unrec- 
ognized factor operating in their experiments 
as well as tliose of others, i. e., soil fungi. 

Taking cognizance of this factor, a method 
was devised for its elimination, based upon the 
principle of dilution, in such a way as to re- 
duce the possibilities for the occurrence of 
fungi. The method of procedure was to pour 
plates of ten different fungi media in dupli- 
cate. These agars were : potato, oat, oornmeal, 
rice, bean, raisin, apple, synthetic, soil extract 
and Cook and Taubenhaue’s No. 2.’^ 

XJpon cooling, a block of each medium about 

• Manta and Coudon, C<mpt 116 (1893), 

399. 

TOook and Tanbsnhaus, Dela. Ball. No. 91 
(1911), 11. 


2 cm. square was cut out with a sterile knife, 
and 1 c.c. of sterile soil extract was introduced 
by means of a sterile pipette into the cavity 
formed. A platinum loopful of a three-day- 
old culture of soil organisms in soil extract, 
known to contain numerous bacteria, protozoa 
and fungi, was then carefully rinsed off in the 
medium occupying the cavity. 

At the same time poured plate cultures of 
one loopful of the three-day-old culture of or- 
ganisms were made on the ton different agars 
mentioned above. Likewise after one week 
poured plate cultures were made on the ten 
different media by inoculation with one loop- 
ful of the solution present in the cavity of the 
agar plate. 

The results show that on the plates where a 
portion of the ngar was removed and 1 c.c. of 
soil extract substitutetl, the bacteria and pro- 
tozoa developed in large numbers, which 
might in all probability be due to the fact that 
a large surface is exposed for such a small 
quantity of media. The important point, how- 
ever, which is to be noted from this experi- 
ment is that despite the fact that suitable 
media were furnished for the growth of fungi, 
none was evident, even after thirty days’ incu- 
bation. 

From the observation of the poured plate 
cultures made from the original three-day-old 
culture we note that fungi appear after four 
days upon three out of ten plates; namely, No. 
2. synthetic.® and raisin agars. The fungi pre- 
dominating were species of Penicillium, 
AlUrnaria end Fuaanuwu 

On the poured plate cultures made from the 
solution in the cavity of the agar plates, no 
fungi developed. This experiment was re- 
peated and corroborated the previous results. 

Thus it is certain that whereas fungi were 
present in the originel culture the process of 
high dilution was responsible for their elimi- 
nation from the specially prepared cavity on 
the agar plates. 

Thus the dilution method followed by the 
peculiar manner of plating, as outlined, makes 
it possible to separate fungi from bacteria and 

• Lipman and Brown, N. J. Ann. Bpt. (1908), 
132. 
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protozoa. And as a result of this separation, 
it is possible to eliminate fungi from experi- 
ments involving the effect of protozoa upon 
bacterial activity, by making a subculture 
from the fungi-free solution of bacteria and 
protozoa (in the cavity of the agar plate). 

Some studies on the comparative value of 
different media for the development of soil 
protozoa, somewhat after the manner of Cun- 
ningham and Lohnia^ and others, were carried 
out with hay infusion, with and without the 
addition of .5 per cent, egg albumen (Qoodey)> 
peptone, dried blood, soil extract (Lohnis), 
horse, cow and chicken manures (Martin) and 
egg albumen. The above media were em- 
ployed in dilutions of .5 per cent., 1 per cent., 
8 per cent, 6 per cent, and 10 per cent. 

A condensed tabled® of maximum numbers 
(counts made on five succeeding days by 
means of the Blutkdrperzfihlapparat previously 
described) is given below: 


1 

2 

8 

4 

6 


Lwrga 

aiuUt 


8,520 in Hoil 
ex. 800 cc. 

63,800 in 
horse .5% 

319,010 in 
10%hty , 

708,000 in 
10 % hay 

l,410,000in 
10 % hay 
and egg 


Lartf* 

Flaseluiiu 


fimmU 

aiifttes 


Snifdl 

Flagellates 


840 in 10 %| 
hay 

709 in 5 % 
egg elbu- 
men 

10,626 in 
10% hay 

7,436 in 
6% cow 

319,000 in 
6 % cow 


4,266 in 6% 
D. B. 

9,210 in 8% 
chicken 

206.000 in 

3% 

chicken 

879.000 in 

3% egg 


28,760 in 
6 % D. B. 

2851.000 in 
5% horse 

|ea«,600 in 
soil ez. 
1,000 cc. 

1478.000 in 
1 % horse 

11. 878. 000 in 
8% hay 
and egg 


Summary 

1. Ten per cent, hay infusion proved to be 
the most favorable medium for the develop- 
ment of large numbers of small ffagellatea, as 
well as small and large ciliates. Hay infusion 
in various concentrations, with and without 
the addition of egg albumen, proved to be well 
adapted to the development of the organisms. 
Hay infusion plus .6 per cent, egg albumeu 

s Onzmiugham and Ldhuis, Cenir. /. Bakt, XI., 
SO (1914), 506. 

loKopeleff, Lint and Goleman, dm, Iftc. 8oe,, 
84, No. 2 (1015), 149, Jour, Agr. Mes,, 4, No. 6 
(1016). 


proved superior to all other media for the d©^ 
velopment of ciliates. 

2. Soil extract is an excellent medium, 
though somewhat inferior to hay infusion plus 
.6 per cent egg albumen and with the soil 
used in this experiment lower ooncentrations 
than those recommended by Lohnis, developed 
protozoa in a shorter period of time, 

3. Three per cent, chicken manure is an 
excellent medium for the development of small 
ciliates. 

4. The numbers and species of protozoa 
which can be obtained from a given soil are 
largely dependent upon the media employed, 
time of incubation, as well as the kind of soil 
used. 

6. In general the order of appearance of 
protozoa was as follows : small flagellates, 
small ciliates, large flagellates (if appearing 
at all) and finally large eiHates. This con- 
firms Cunningham and Lohnis^s observations. 

NiohoIiAs Kopbloff, 
H. Clay Lint, 

David A. Coleman 

New Brunswick, N. J., 

February 26, 1936 

SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

THE BOTANICAL SOCIETY OP WASHINGTON 

The Botanical Society of Washington ehter^ 
tained at an informal dinner at the Cosmos Club, 
on Thursday evening, July 22, 1915, Dr. P. K^pln 
Ravn, of ^Denmark, Dr. Otto Appel, of Germany, 
and Dr. Gentaro Yamada, of Japan. Mr, M. A. 
Oarleton welcomed the guests, each of whom re- 
sponded. 

Dr. H. B. Humphrey commented on the servioes 
rendered to cereal pathology by Dr. Bavn^s travel 
and studies in the United States this season. 

Dt, W. a. Orton gave a full aeoount of the 
travel of Dr. Appel and his investigations of the 
potato diseases in this country during the past 
year. 

Dr. E. F. Smith emphasized the importoause of 
wide travel and experience to botanical investi- 
gators. 

Dr. C. Ih Shear spoke on intemaiional phyto- 
pathology, and expressed a hope that within a 
^ort time there may be organised an intemaiionRl 
society Of plant pathologists. 

PXRURY 

C&rretpouAmg Somiurg 
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RECENT STUDIES ON THE BIOLOGICAL 
EFFECTS OF RADIOACTIVITY^ 

X-BATS were discovered in 1895 and the 
first of the publications which placed 
Madame Curie, the discoverer of radium, in 
the position of foremost woman of science, 
appeared in 1898, The application of these 
results to .biology, a matter of great impor- 
tance, was brought about through accident. 
A knowledge of the physical properties of 
radio-active substances would lead one to 
expect that the physiological action would 
be acute, and that fact was accidentally 
proven to be true. 

Becquerel carried a small tube of an impure 
radium preparation in bis vest pocket for six 
hours. A few days later he observed a reddeniag 
of the epidermis of the abdomen opposite the lo- 
cation of the pot!kot in which be bad placed the 
radium compound. It was not long before the in- 
flammation became pronounced, and an ulcer de- 
veloped which required several months for the 
healing.! 

Oiosel exposed the inner portion of his arm, for 
two hours, to 0.27 gram of a radium preparation, 
enclosed with a double celluloid capsule. After 
two or three weeks the skin reddened, blisters 
formed and the epidermis peeled just as with a 
burm The growth of hair was also destroyed and 
did not come out anew, although a smooth white 
skin reformed. 

Madame Curie had learned very early in 
her studies that radiation affects tissues, for 
she says in her thesis, ^‘The action of 
radium upon the akin can take place across 
metal screens, but with weakened effect.** 

Thus early began the application of a 

1 Contribution from the Zoological Laboratory 
of tb« University of Texas, No. 125. 

A From BsakervUle, ‘‘Badium and Badioaotive 
Substutcas/’ Williams, Brown and Baris, Phila- 
delphiis 1905. 
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method which has now an established place 
in therapeutics, in the treatment of skin 
diseases, warts, tumors, cancers, etc. An 
imposing list of literature from the clinical 
standpoint bears witness to the practical 
importance of radioactivity, and many 
contributions show the interest of medical 
men. Now all physicians must be familiar 
with the results of work in this line, and, in 
addition, every city boasts its experts and 
specialists in radiography and radiotherapy. 

Thus far, however, clinicians have been 
chiefly concerned with the formulation of 
effective methods of treatment, and it has 
been left for the biologists rather than the 
physicians to analyze the effects of radio- 
activity upon living matter. 

The attack on the problem of the effect of 
radioactivity on tissues and organiams and 
the use of radioactivity as an experimental 
means of studying questions of more funda- 
mental biological importance was at first 
insignificant. Even yet our knowledge of 
the effects is very meager ; and to our igno- 
rance of the deeper-lying basic principles 
which govern the action of radium and of 
X-rays is due the uncertainty with which 
the extension of the methods to new fields 
and new problems is viewed by many med- 
ical men. The analysis of the effects has 
been taken up only recently and progress 
in the investigation has not been rapid, with 
the result that very little constructive work 
has been done. 

In studying the effects of radioactivity, 
both radium and X-rays have been used as 
a means of experiment, and the literature of 
both may be considered together on the 
basis of the current working hypothesis 
that the effects of both are comparable, 
especially in the ease of the gamma rays of 
radium. Radium rays are of three kinds, 
alpha, beta and gamma ; of these the gamma 
rays are the most penetrating, and to them 
are probably due most of the effects on 


living forms. From comparative studies of 
the physicists it is well known that the 
gamma rays of radium are quite similar in 
many particulars to the X-raya, and it ia 
stated by Rutherford that they are, in fact, 
the more penetrating X-rays. Some recent 
experiments seemed to indicate that the 
effect of the other rays is by no means 
negligible, for with the preparation used, 
when the rays were deflected by a magnet 
the effect of the beta rays was stronger 
than that of either of the others. Even in 
this case, however, the effects seem to differ 
in degree rather than in the kind of their 
action, and the results are not in conflict 
with the hypothesis which is now serving 
as a working basis for experiment. 

. In general, it may be said that when liv- 
ing cells are exposed to action of radio- 
activity, the vital functions are retarded or 
depressed and a permanent injuiy may 
result; this depends on three factors, the 
strength of the radiating substance, the 
duration of the exposure, and the distance 
of the object from the source of the radia- 
tion. "When the intensity of the radiation 
is great, owing to exposure at short range to 
a strong preparation (or strong current in 
the case of X-rays) for a long time, the 
effects are much more injurious than when 
the intensity is less. Indeed, numerous 
cases have been reported where a qualita- 
tive difference results from a slight radia- 
tion as contrasted with one of great inten- 
sity, for frequently stimuli which will re- 
tard growth if of high degree, will be found 
to accelerate it if weak enough. Exposure 
to rays of great intensity has been shown 
to retard or stop growth, differentiation and 
regeneration, and to interfere with the 
processes of cell division, sometimes caus- 
ing degenerative changes to take place in the 
nuclei, and in one case at least to induce 
amitosis where indirect cell division had 
normally been the method of multlpUeatlpn. 
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In rapidly growing tissue, such exposure 
will cause .a decrease in the rate of division 
as well as interfering with its regularity. 
On the other hand, an exposure of short 
duration and of slight intensity will in 
some cases stimulate growth, and accelerate 
regeneration, and may perhaps cause an 
increase in the rate of cell division. 

The literature^ on radioactivity and its 
biological effects is voluminous, but there 
are only a small number of papers dealing 
with the question from a biological point of 
view. There were a very few early papers 
on the effect on growth and cell division; 
they, however, were pioneers in this field 
and their results are not far reaching. Most 
of the work done at that time, and indeed 
the majority of all work on the problem, 
has sought to use radioactivity for the study 
and solution of questions which were purely 
medical Of the early experiments those of 
Perthes,^ of Schwarz® and of Schaper® have 
perhaps had the most bearing on the later 
development of the problem. These early 
investigations were done about 1903-05. 

»No attempt is here made to offer a compre- 
bonsive bibliography on this subject, for such lists 
are available iu Gager, C. Stuart, Effects of the 
Rays of Radium on Plants'' {Mem. N. P, Bot. 
Garden, IV., 1308); in Warthin, A. S,, “An Ex- 
perimental Study of the Effects of BOntgen Bays 
on tho Blood-forming Organs with Special Refer- 
ence to the Treatment of Lenkfiemla" {Interna^ 
tional Clinics, Vol. 47, 1306) ; in the publications 
of Bardeen, of the Hertwigs and others. Only 
references are here included which bear directly on 
our present theories for the interpretation of the 
observed effects. 

* Perthes, G., ' ‘ Versuohe neber den Einfluss der 
EWntgou- und Radiumstrahlen auf ZeUteilung," 
Deutsche Med. Wochensohr, Jahrg., Bd. 80, 1304. 

e Schwars, Q,, ‘ ‘ Ueber die Wirkung den Radium- 
strahlen; eine pbysiologische chemische Studle am 
Huhneroi/' Arch, /. Physiol,, Bd. 100, 1908. 

• Schaper, A., “ EiperimenteUe XJntersuchung 
ueber den Einfluss der Radiumstrahlen auf Em- 
bryonale und regenerative Vorgttnge,'' Anai, Ane,, 
Bd. 25, 1904. 


The pioneer stage of the investigations may 
be considered to end with Gager, who 
has been the most important botanist to 
make contributions to ibis subject. In his 
monograph he sums up all of the work that 
has been done and adds many facts from his 
own experiments. The work of all these 
men is representative, and may be regarded 
as showing the state of progress at that time. 
The results of each made a distinct con- 
tribution to our knowledge of the effects of 
radioactivity, and are here considered in 
their chronological order because of their 
bearing on the subsequent development of 
the subject. 

The work of Schwarz is of importance be- 
cause from his experiments he erected a 
hypothesis, the lecithin hypothesis, to ex- 
plain tlie destructive effects of radioactivity. 
His hypothesis ‘*was based on the fact that 
egg yolk is decomposed by exposure to the 
radium radiations. Although the matter 
was not chemically determined, it seemed 
probable that the lecithin was broken up 
into cholin and tri-methylamine and other 
end products of lecithin decomposition. 
Lecithin has been found by many investi- 
gators ill all cells, especially in egg yolk, 
spermatozoa, pollen cells, plant spores, 
growing buds, and in all rapidly growing 
tissue. If, then, it is destroyed, such cells 
must necessarily be unfavorably affected” 
(Packard). According to Schwarz the 
effect of radiation on chromosomes and 
other cell organs is an indirect one where it 
occurs at all, being brought about as a sec- 
ondary result of the decomposition set up. 
It is especially at this point that the lecithin 
hypothesis comes into conflict with that of 
Hertwig, to be discussed later. 

Perthes* observations were among the 
first from a biological point of view. He 
exposed Ascaris eggs to radium and noted 
that the cell divisions became slower than in 
the controls, where no exposure had been 
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jnatie. Tho controls gave rise largely 'to 
active worms, but radiated eggs developed 
only into irregular cell-masses or misshapen 
little worms which were especially irregular 
at the tail end, the results depending upon 
whether stronger or weaker intensity of 
radiation was used. He says that all three 
elements which normally take part in 
mitosis were formed. Centrosomes, spindles 
and fibers were alike all clear in the experi- 
ment and in the controls. The chromosomes 
divided irregularly, and in Ascaris megalo- 
cephala nnivaletis the characteristic num- 
ber was doubled, knotty swellings appear- 
ing on the chromatin loops instead of the 
normal arrangement, and in some places 
the chromosomes were broken up into nu- 
merous unequal pieces. The injury to the 
eggs expressed itself in the slowing down 
of the development, which gives rise to ab- 
normal individuals. The results with 
X-rays were entirely analogous to those 
with radium, delaying cell division and giv- 
ing rise to abnormal products of develop- 
ment. In both cases, the chief effects of 
radiation on the cells appeared indirectly, 
but only after the lapse of a certain period 
of time. Eggs in the resting and in the 
dividing condition served equally well for 
the experiments. 

Schaper exposed frog eggs as well as 
Triton embryos to radium for varying 
lengths of time. He observed an inhibitory 
effect on cell division, on embryonic differ- 
entiation, and on growth. There was also 
an inhibition of regeneration which was 
recognized after a longer or shorter period. 
The latent period usually lasted almost a 
day, the duration depending on the inten- 
sity of the radiation and on the stage of 
development of the organism. The period 
of development was always more or less re- 
tarded and prolonged. Finally it reached 
a standstill and then death resulted. He 
thinks there is some relation between the 


manner of solution of the yolk and the 
effect of the radiation. In older larvse, the 
living substances were used up and acute 
degenerative changes in the cells set in. 

Gager^ reviews the literature on this sub- 
ject up to 1908 and summarizes the state of 
knowledge at that time in his last para- 
graph as follows: 

The broadest, and at the same time the most 
definite generallzatiou warranted by the work so 
far done is that the teys of radium act as a stim- 
ulus to metabolism. If this stimiiluB ranges be- 
tween minimum and optimum points, all metabolic 
activities, whether constructive or destructive, are 
accelerated, but if the stimulus increases from the 
optimum toward the maximum point it becomes 
an over-stimulus, and all metabolic activities are 
depressed and finally completely inhibited. Be- 
yond a certain point of over-stimulus recovery is 
impossible, and death results. 

His review of the previous investigations 
he brings together in the following state- 
ments : 

3. Radium rays have the power to modify the 
life proceeses of both plants and animals. 

2. Rtintgon rays and radium rays produce simi- 
lar physiological results. 

3. Sensitiveness to these rays varies with the 
species of either plant or animal. 

4. Younger, and especially embryonic tissues, 
are more sensitive than those more mature. 

6. With only one or two exceptions, exposure to 
radium rays has been found to either retard or 
completely inhibit all cell -activities. I’he raya may 
cause UTegularities in mitosis. 

6. Experimental evidence for or against the 
existence of a radiotropic response is conflicting. 

7. Whatever the immediate, internal change 
produced in the protoplast may be, the result, with 
animals as well os with plants, appears to be more 
or less profoundly modifled by the presence of 
chlorophyll in the cell. 

5. Radium rt^s appear to retard the activity of 

enzymes. 

Since the publication of Gager’s results 
on the effect of radhun on plants a large 
amount of work has been done in tiie labo> 

vL«o. ott. 
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ratory of Oskar Hertwig* at Berlin. Hert- 
wig himself, his son Giinther, and his 
daughter Paula, and a number of his stu- 
dents have performed an extensive series of 
experiments over a wide range of forme and 
have obtained results which are of the 
greatest significance. In all of their work, 
radium compounds have been the source of 
the rays used for experimental purposes. 
As a strong exposure to radioactivity is 
always injurious to tissues, and since the 
development of injured eggs gives rise to 
malformation and produces monsters of 
various degrees of deformity, much of the 
experimental work is teratological in nattire. 
This is inf cresting from a pathological 
standpoint, but is perhaps less fundamental 
than the effects of the radiation on cells 
(e. g., egg e(?lls) and on their activity. On 
both these phases of the study the work of 
the Hortwigs has an important bearing. 

The theory which was developed by the 
early work of the Hertwigs and which has 
been the working hypothesis upon which 
their subsequent studies have been made is 
called by its author a biological hypoth- 
esis.” The observation was made in the 
first cytological studies that centrosomes, 
spindles and other cell organs with the 
single exception of the chromatin showed 
little injury due to the action of the rays. 
This conclusion was based on evidence from 
the study of eggs and sperm of sea urchins 
and of frogs; later the observations have 
been extended to other forms. It led to the 
assumption that the effect is a direct one 
on the chromatin of the radiated cells, not 
an indirect one as had been postulated by 
Schwarz, and, further, that the seat of the 
injury if not exclusively in the chromatin 
is certainly chiefly there. Due to the fact 
that a slight radiation of the sperm is suffi- 

» A sexiea of paper* by O., O., and P. Hertwig, 
by Oppermann, Fraenkel, and Stachowitz in the 
Arch, /. Afifcr. AnaU, Bd. T7 to Bd. 86, 10n-lfll4. 


eient to cause abnonnalities in the embryo, 
it was held that the injured chromatin pos- 
sesses the property of conveying the injury 
to the egg cell when it fuses with it and 
subsequently to the descendants of this cell, 
for nuclear division provides the mechanism 
for distributing the injury to all cells of the 
body. In a sense, therefore, the original 
injury tends to increase as development pro- 
ceeds. Hertwig sees in the beta and gamma 
rays of radium a reagent which affects the 
nuclear substance of living cells even in 
the slightest amount. Especially the chro- 
matin is injured in its living properties by 
the slightest exposure to radio-active rays, 
and by a greater exposure is so changed 
that it loses the capacity to grow and to 
increase in the regular way by mitosis, and 
undergcH^s a gradual degeneration into 
which the cytoplasm is also drawn. 

It may be said that this hypothesis has 
much morphological basis and that it is 
suffieieiiily elastic to accord with many of 
the observed facts; yet it is clear that no 
real explanation of the phenomena has been 
offered on this basis, for the problem is 
simply pushed further back into the cell 
and it is necessary to make clear how the 
chromatin is injured and how the injury 
accumulates with development. It is un- 
doubtedly true also that other substances 
in the cell than chromatin are injured, al- 
though it may not be possible to attribute 
the irregularities of later development to 
them, as can be done in the cage of the 
chromatin. A comparison of this hypoth- 
esis with the lecithin hypothesis, and criti- 
cisms which have been made of each, may be 
deferred until other facts have been brought 
out. 

Recently Oskar Hertwig® has brought to- 
gether in a brief statement the facts most 

• Hertwig, O., “Versuche aa TritoDeiern ueber 
die Biawirkung bestralUter Samoufildext auf die 
tierizebe EntwieWung/' Arch. /. Mikr. Anat, Bd. 
8B, Abt. n,, 1918, 
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important from his interpretation ^ehioh 
have been obtained as the results of the 
investigations in his laboratory. The fol- 
lowing facts are emphasized by him : 

1. Fertilized Ascaris eggs, which had 
been radiated several hours showed patho- 
logical nuclear division figures in which the 
chromatin bodies are represented by irreg- 
ular masses of chromatin granules. They 
divide slowly and begin at last to degen- 
erate by caryolysis, (Paul Hertwig.) 

2. By intensive radiation of several hours' 
duration, sperm threads of the sea-urchin 
are so affected that, while they are able to 
fertilize the egg and to stimulate the egg 
nucleus into spindle formation, they lose 
their ability to form normal chromosomes 
and thus are eliminated from development 
partially or completely, sooner or later, 
depending on the degree of the injury. 
(Gunther Hertwig.) 

3. An elimination of the sperm nucleus 
which is derived from intensively radiated 
sperm threads has been observed during the 
first and second divisions in eggs of the 
frog (Paula Hertwig) and of the trout 
(Oppermann). 

4. For the elimination from the develop- 
ment process of the radiated sperm chro- 
matin which has lost its capacity to develop, 
the fact established beyond doubt for the 
radiated larvae of Triton speaks convinc- 
ingly, that the somatic nuclei have only half, 
or the reduced, number of chromosomes. 
Since the male chromosome complex fails 
to take its part in the development, due to 
the radiation, the somatic nuclei have only 
the female complex. (Oskar Hertwig.) 

6. This fact agrees with the result ob- 
tained for frog, toad, Triton and trout 
embryos, that after the maximum radiation 
of the sperm which are to be used for fertili- 
zation, the nuclei of the different cells are 
strikingly smaller than are those of the con- 
trols of the same age, and both their sur- 


faces and their volumes are in ratio to 
those of the cwntrol as 1 : 2. For the con- 
clusion, that the chromosome number of the 
nucleus is the haploid, may be drawn from 
the fact established by numerous experi- 
ments that the volumes are reduced almost 
to half. (Oskar Hertwig, Giinther Hert- 
wig, Oppermann.) 

6. The results obtained from cytological 
investigation offer the possibility of explain- 
ing a fact highly remarkable from a physio- 
logical standpoint and at first glance a very 
puzzling one, that eggs, which would ordi- 
narily fail to develop from the germinal 
vesicle stage when fertilized by foreign 
sperm because of the union between dia- 
harmonious idioplasms, are spared from de- 
struction and may develop into larvcs if 
only the sperm from the different species are 
radiated intensively before fertilization. 
The puzzle is solved by the simple reflection 
that the effect of the union of the dishar- 
monious idioplasms with its disastrous con- 
sequences is avoided by the injury to the 
radiated chromatin, although the sperm 
thread penetrates into the egg and stimu- 
lates development. Although the radiation 
of the strange sperm has been destructive 
to the sperm, it has been favorable to the 
fertilized egg, just as in the living body a 
poison substance is counteracted by an- 
other poison. 

The investigation of radiation effects on 
Ascaris eggs was undertaken by Fraiilein 
Paula Hertwig in order to obtain definite 
evidence on the facts at the basis of the 
biological hypothesis. Her conclusion is 
that the division of the eggs is retarded, 
and pathological appearances are very soon 
noticeable after the radiation ; chromatin is 
strongly affected, as already stated, al- 
though the centrosomes, spindles and other 
cell organs show no injury; unfavorable 
action of the C3d;oplasm is not to be assumed 
since no change can be seen. She is able to 
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find no ground for the lecithin theory, but 
interprets her facts from the contrary view- 
point. The effect of radium upon Ascaris 
eggs has been reinvestigated by Payne^® who 
confirms the results just given. 

Giinther Hertwig, following the lead of 
his father, in his various studies set up four 
series of experiments, the A, B, 0 and D 
series. In the A series, eggs were radiated 
in the two-cell stage, or after fertilization ; 
in the B series, sperm were radiated and 
then used to fertilize normal eggs ; in the C 
series, eggs were radiated and then fertil- 
ized by normal sperm ; in the D series, both 
eggs and sperm were radiated before fer- 
tilization. The experiments described in 
his first paper were on the frog’s egg. He 
found that in the C series (normal sperm 
by radiated eggs) the injury increases 
with the duration of the radiation up to a 
maximum, and from there on decreases 
again as the radiation is prolonged. Only 
the radiated nuclei show the effects, and 
there is no evidence for the hypothesis that 
yolk which contains lecithin is being broken 
down. The injury is greatest on young 
tissue and on tissues which are to be highly 
specialized; it is productive of manifold 
disturbances of the developmental processes. 
In the frog development is possible with 
only a haploid nucleus, that is, only the 
half of the nucleus derived from one parent. 
Where the injury is severe to either the egg 
or sperm nucleus, the other is able to cany 
on the development, and in fact there is less 
interference with the regular course than 
in the case where both nuclei are injured 
slightly and both take part in the process, 
for here the injured half is no longer a 
factor; it is able only to stimulate develop- 
ment and then is eliminated from the proc- 
esi^. In other words from the standpoint of 

10 Payne, F./ ' A Study of the Effects of Badium 
upon the Eggs of Aaoaris megoXocepMa vnivtOefis, ’ * 
Mom Arehiv., XXXVI., 1913, 


heredity, this is a case of parthenogenesis. 
For the spermatozoon always has two func- 
tions to perform : it must initiate develop- 
ment, and it must carry the inheritance 
from the male line. In this case only the 
first function is accomplished, and parthe- 
nogenesis is the virtual result, the male 
pronucleus being eliminated from develop- 
ment by failing to unite with the female 
pronucleus. This result is important as evi- 
dence that the nucleus is the bearer of the 
inheritance substance and that in the begin- 
ning of development male and female 
nuclei are of equal significance. 

Subsequently Giinther Hertwig per- 
formed a similar set of experiments on the 
eggs of the sea urchin. Here he was able 
to work out the cytological details of the 
process and to establish firmly his view just 
stated, that the eggs after intense radia- 
tion really undergo parthenogenetic devel- 
opment. This is the most important point 
of his contribution, although he presents 
much evidence for the biological hypothesis. 

A great many other experiments have 
been carried on in Hertwig ’s laboratory at 
Berlin, and all of them contribute to the 
same conclusions. The principles already 
discussed are the most important ones 
brought out, and they are supported by a 
large amount of evidence; many data also 
have been gathered from these experiments 
which are valuable from the standpoint of 
teratology. This, of course, is incidental to 
the evidence for the biological hypothesis. 

In America, although much attention has 
been given to the medical aspects of radio- 
activity, very little work on the biological 
phases of the problem has been attempted. 
Bardeen^^ has carried out systematic ex- 
Bardeen, C. R., ^‘Abnormal Developmimt of 
Toad Ova Fertilized by Spermatozoa Expoeed to 
Bdntgen Eaya/^ Jour, Exp. Zool., IV., 1908. 
'^Variatioxw In Susceptibility of Amphibian Ova 
to the X-ray» at Different Stages of Develop- 
laeat,’* Anat. Record, HI., 1909. ''Further Stud- 
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perimentfl of the toad’s and frog’s eggs, 
demonstrating that abnormal embryos re- 
sult from radiation, and showing to a cer- 
tain extent under what conditions they are 
produced. The kinds of abnormalities are 
described and experiments given to deter- 
mine the periods of greatest susceptibility. 
The ‘following are among his most impor- 
tant conclusions ; 

These experiments show conclusively that both 
the male and the female sex-cells may be so al- 
tered by the X-rays as to give rise to the forma- 
tion of monstrous forms. The susceptibility of 
the male and female sex-cella is approximately 
equal, although the abnormalities appear earlier 
in development and are greater whan the ova are 
exposed. After fertilization until cleavage begins, 
the ova at first appear to be no more susceptible 
than the sex-cells before fertilization. During the 
earlier stages of cleavage the susceptibility of the 
eggs to the X-rays is markedly increased, but dur- 
ing the later stages of cleavage before closure of 
the blastopore the susceptibility of the eggs be- 
comes much less, and after the blastopore is closed 
the power of the X-rays to influence development 
becomes strikingly reduced. The period of great- 
est susceptibility is the period during which there 
is the most rapid production of nuclear material. 

Packard^^ has recently published an ac- 
count of hi» experiments an the effect of 
radium on the fertilization of Nereis, 
These experiments were performed to as- 
certain how ‘‘early the development of the 
egg is affected by radium radiations when 
(1) the sperm is exposed; (2) when the egg 
is exposed; and (3) when the egg is ex- 
posed immediately after fertilization.” 
His results are important, for he finds that, 
in addition to the us\ial effects such as re- 
tardation of development, multipolar spin- 
dles and the like, not only chromatin, but 
also the achromatic portions of the spindles 

iea on the Variation in Susceptibility of Ainphibian 
Ova to the X-rays at Different Stages of Develop- 
ment/' Atner, Jour, Anat, Vol. II, 1911. 

12 Packard, Charles, “The Effect of Radium 
Radiations on the Fertilization of Nereis,** Jour, 
Exp, Zool,, 16, 1914. 


and the cytoplasm, show the effects of the 
exposure. In eggs radiated before fertili- 
zation, it may happen that the alveolar 
layer of the cytoplasm is not extruded as is 
normally the case in the eggs of Nereis, If 
this occurs the maturation processes are 
much modified, resulting in diverae forms 
of chromosomes and spindles, with perhaps 
small asters scattered about through the 
cytoplasm ; and various other irn^gularities 
may be present in the mitotic figures. Thus 
it will be seen that Packard’s observations do 
not all agree with those made in Hert wig’s 
laboratory. Parthenogenesis is not found 
to occur in Nereis as the result of exposure 
to radium, but it is a common observation 
that the eggs of that animal are not as 
favorable for partlienogcneti(3 development 
as are those of the sea urchin upon which 
Ilcrtwig worked. 

For various reasons the hypotheses of 
both Ilcrtwig and Schwarz are held to be 
insufficient to account for the phenomena 
observed by Packard, and he proposes an- 
other explanation, suggesting “that the 
radium radiations act indirectly on the 
chromatin and protoplasm by activating 
autolytic enzymes which bring about a de- 
generation of the complex proteids, and 
probably by affecting other protoplasmic 
processes in the same manner.” This hy- 
pothesis is reached partly as a result of bis 
own experiments and partly from a con- 
sideration of certain other work, and to 
some extent takes a middle ground between 
the other two, although in some phases it 
differs sharply from both. Cells contain 
a great many kinrls of enzymes and it has 
been shown by a number of investigators 
that radium rays and X-rays have the 
property of modifying the action of some 
enzymes. Packard concludes that while 
many enzymes may be activated, “the lytio 
enzymes are more stimulated than those 
which play a synthesizing rdle.” Where a 
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slight radiation results in acceleration, the 
synthetic processes may be supposed to be 
stimulated more than the destructive activ- 
ities, This hypothesis is essentially chem- 
ical in nature and seeks to explain the 
morphological effects observed in the cells 
as the indirect result of enzymotic activity 
under the influence of the radiation. 

Various new arguments for and against 
these hypotheses and theories have been 
brought out as new facts have developed. 
It is, therefore, necessary to consider the 
more important points critically. 

The lecithin hypothesis was established 
on the basis of an experiment by Schwarz, 
showing that in the chicken egg yolk, con- 
taining lecithin, is broken down under the 
influence of radium. Against this hypoth- 
esis numerous objections are now to be 
raised. Hertwig pointed out that the de- 
composition was not determined by strict 
chemical methods, and Neuberg also criti- 
cizes it on chemical grounds, for lecithin is 
itself so unstable that only a very accurate 
chemical study could determine whether its 
decomposition was actually due to the 
radium radiation. 

If the seat of the injury were in the yolk, 
little effect could follow radiation of the 
sperm before fertilization, for the sperm at 
most contains but little lecithin, and con- 
trarily, much greater injury should result 
when the egg is radiated. As a matter of 
fact, there is very little difference between 
the results on the embryo, whether it is the 
egg or the sperm that is radiated before the 
fertilization. Egg nuclei are equally capa- 
ble, with those of the sperm, of contributing 
the ciiromatin by which the parthenogenetio 
development previously described takes 
place, both at first are able to start the de- 
velopment of the egg so far as the heredi- 
tary units are concerned, and injuries aris- 
ing from the disturbance of either are 
equally great. 


Very little lecithin could be decomposed 
when so short a radiation of the sperm as 
a minute was employed, as by G. Hertwig ; 
yet this radiation was sufficient to cause 
marked departures from the normal in the 
embryo. That no chemical poison is gener- 
ated by lecithin decomposition is obvious, 
for in the case of the short radiation of the 
sperm the poison would be too dilute to 
cause effects equal to those resulting from 
longer radiation of the egg. 

The lecithin theory takes no considera- 
tion of the fact that the most careful cyto- 
logieal study shows no morphological evi- 
dence of yolk destruction; nor of the fact 
that nuclei and especially chromatin do 
suffer marked changes as the results of the 
radiation. On the latter point all investi- 
gators agree, and it must be explained by 
any hypothesis which seeks to account for 
the changes produced. Furthermore, yet 
other cell constituents are acted on by radia- 
tion, for cell extracts and cell enzymes have 
been shown to be activated or retarded in 
their action, depending upon the conditions 
of the experiment. 

In this connection, it is by no means clear 
how lecithin decomposition within the egg 
could prevent, as Packard fo\ind radiation 
to do, the extrusion of the alveolar layer of 
the cytoplasm, a phenomenon depending 
upon activities at the surface of the egg. 
And finally, it is not possible to account on 
this basis for the elimination of the sperm 
head from development, or for the fact that 
somatic nuclei of radiated Triton embryos 
contain only half or the reduced number of 
chromosomes. 

Most of these arguments against the leci- 
thin hypothesis were, of course, unknown 
at the time it was proposed. They are so 
much at variance with it, however, that it 
seems impossible to give it further serious 
consideration. It may be regarded as com- 
pletely overthrown. 
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Similar explanations have been suggested 
by others, e. g,, by Hippel and Pagen- 
strecher^® who find that 2>radiation of rab- 
bits produces an effect similar to that result- 
ing from cholin injection and think that a 
toxin is developed which is transferred 
from mother to embryo, to the injury of 
the latter. The facts already brought out 
here show that this explanation is not a suffi- 
cient one, nor one of general application. 

The objections to Hertwig’s biological 
hypothesis are less serious than in the case 
just discussed, and they would scarcely hold 
against it in a less extreme form. It is, of 
course, true that the solution offered by 
Hertwig is incomplete in that it does not go 
far enough back into the organization of the 
cell; for, even on the assumption that the 
chromatin is the chief seat of injury, fur- 
ther explanation, which must ultimately be 
chemical in nature, is required to show how 
the injury is communicated to other parts 
of the cell and what the mechanism is by 
which its action is manifested. 

According to the Hertwig hypothesis, 
chromatin above everything else in the cell 
suffers injury from radiation and the patho- 
logical conditions in the embryo are trace- 
able to the injured chromatin, which may 
be regarded as a “contagium vivo'* increas- 
ing, fement-like, at each division.^* Thus 
the mechanism of the cell provides the 
means for distributing the injury to each 
successive cell generation and for carrying 
it to all parts of the embryo. 

To this theoiy, Packard has offered two 
criticisms. The concept, that the injured 
chromatin or a substance produced from it 
acts as a contagium vivo, is scarcely a solu- 
tion of the problem, for it merely restates 
in another form certain facts observed and 
presents a picture of the problem itself 
from a different viewpoint without giving 

14 JtfiincAner WochtnscHr^f No. 10, 1007. 

14 Hertvfig, 0 ,, ' ‘ Die RaCiumkrankheit tieriachcr 
Kaimsellen,*" Arch, f, Mikr. Aiust., Bd, 77. 


any explanation of the facts. It diould 
again be pointed out that the ultimate solu- 
tion must be chemical in nature. Packard 
also questions the assumption that the in- 
jurious substances developed in the nucleus 
must remain there and can not involve 
purely cytoplasmic structures even during 
division (for a normal haploid division of 
the egg chromosomes takes place if the 
radiated sperm head does not mechanically 
interfere in the spindle). A condition con- 
trary to this assumption is given by Pack- 
ard, showing that cytoplasmic structures are 
changed in Nereis eggs, for example in the 
case of eggs radiated before fertilization 
which fail to give off the alveolar layer and 
thus extrude the jelly as they should do. 
Obviously hero the injury has been commu- 
nicated to the egg cytoplasm, and is not in 
accord with the Hertwig assumption. 

But the most serious objection to the 
Hertwig theory as it now stands lies in the 
fact that other than nuclear structures and 
substances are affected by X-rays and the 
radium rays. The failure to extrude the 
alveolar layer in Nereis eggs is a case in 
point, and in the same eggs abnormal spin- 
dles and asters occur as a consequence of 
radiation. It has been found by numerous 
investigators that radium rays have the 
power to affect enzymes, and the writei^^* 
has shown that X-rays are able to bring 
about modification in the activity of certain 
enzymes. Enzymes are derived from living 
tissues, and if it is possible to cause their 
modification outside of the cell by the use 
of radioactivity it is not improbable that 
they also undergo change while within the 
cells. In fact, the writer working with Miss 
Woodward^® was able to prove that X-rays 

15 Richaxdfi, A.., *‘Th© Efifoct of X-rays on the 
Action of Oertain Enzymes, ' ' Amer . 

Vol. 35, 1014. 

i« Bichards, A., and Woodiward, A. E., ' ' Note on 
the Effect of X-rediation on Pertilitin," Blot 
Btai., V., 28, 1015. 
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eaa be used to influence tbe activity of the 
cell extractive called fertilizin. This sub- 
stance is extracted from sea-urchin and star- 
fish eggs when the ripe eggs are allowed to 
stand in water for a short time, and it pos- 
sesses the property of causing the agglu- 
tination of tbe sperm of its own species. 
Its behavior is in some respects comparable 
to that of an enzyme and it is possible 
that the substance contains enzymotic 
bodies. The experiments showed that radia^ 
tion by X-rays is capable of changing the 
activity of fertilizin, and in general agrees 
with previous work that weak radiation is 
accelera tive and strong inhibitive, Fertilizin 
is a substance derived from the living eggs 
and the extraction takes place while the 
egg is in the resting stage, sometimes even 
in the germinal vesicle stage ; at this stage 
chromatin can scarcely play any part in 
the giving off of fertilizin. In this case, 
then, the radiation has had a considerable, 
and a measurable, effect on a cell substance 
independent of the chromatin or other nu- 
clear structures. This fact can hardly be 
brought in line with the Hertwig hypoth- 
esis in its present form. 

Tet it is true that chromatin and nu- 
clear structures are greatly changed by 
radiation. In any true explanation that 
may be given this important fact most be 
dealt with. It is possible that a modifi- 
cation of the present form of the Hertwig 
theory in which the effect on enzymes is 
recognized may be sufficient to account for 
all the facts that are now known. 

Packard has attempted such a modifica- 
tion in his suggestion “that the radium 
radiations act indirectly on the chromatin 
and protoplasm by activating autolytic 
enzymes which bring about a degeneration 
el the complex proteids, and probably by 
affecting other protoplasmic substances in 
the same manner/’ Against this hypoth- 
esis there is little that can be urged except 


the fact that it rests upon insecure evi- 
dence, there being but few actual observa- 
tions or experiments which contribute to it. 
It is certain that radiation infiuences tbe 
activity of various enzymes, but there is 
very little evidence upon which to base the 
assumption necessary to the hypothesis that 
those enzymes which cause katabolie 
changes in the cell proteids are accelerated 
to a greater extent than those which have 
the opposite function. For this reason 
judgment can only be suspended until such 
a time shall come when accurate and more 
abundant data are at hand for attacking the 
problem. 

Joly^’ has proposed a different kind of 
explanation to account for a?-ray effects. 
Comparing the events which take place in a 
photographic film with those which occur in 
cells subjected to gamma or to x-rays, he 
supposes that the rays increase ionization in 
the tissue. The various results found are 
accounted for as due to differing degrees of 
ionization and to the presence or absence of 
an “intensifier“ or an “inhibitor.” No 
evidence from biological studies is given to 
support this hypothesis, however; it must, 
therefore, await experimental confirmation, 

It will be seen from the foregoing review 
that all the investigations which have con- 
tributed to the development of these vari- 
ous theories either have had a morpholog- 
ical basis or were of a chemical nature. 
Along these lines there remains a great deal 
to be accomplished ; we especially need more 
exact information on the nature of the in- 
jury which is done to the chromatin and to 
the cell organs. 

But in addition to the morphological 
study the general problem must be studied 
by other methods. The question is raised 
as to what is the nature of the stimulus by 

Joly, J,, * ‘ A Theory of the Action of Kaye on 
Growing Celle,'' Ftoc. Moy* 8oe,, Serie# B, Y6L 88, 
1914. 
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which radioactivity aflPects organisms. Ao- 
o^rding to Verwom a stimulus is ‘^any 
change in the external agencies that act 
upon an organism.” Are the rays of ra- 
dium or X-rays comparable to the electric 
current, for example, in the manner in 
which they affect protoplasm? An experi- 
ment was performed by the writer to gain 
information on this point. A frog’s leg 
was set up as a muscle-nerve preparation; 
when stimulated electrically it was found to 
react normally. The nerve, and later the 
muscle directly, were exposed to X-rays. 
When the brush discharge was carefully 
screened away from the preparation, the 
X-rays were unable to cause any contrac- 
tion, even of the slightest extent, as shown 
on the drum of kymograph. This result 
was obtained repeatedly. While it gives 
no information as to real nature of the stim- 
ulus, it indicates that the stimulus of radio- 
activity is not comparable in its effects 
with that of the electric current. 

Gager has adapted Verwom ’s biogen 
hypothesis to explain the manner in which 
radium rays act as a stimulus to organisms, 
and to provide the mechanism by which the 
stimulation may be supposed to operate. 
A stimulus is any change in the external 
agencies that act upon an organism. Me- 
tabolism according to Verwom ^‘depends 
upon the continual destruction and contin- 
ual reconstruction of a very labile chemical 
compound,” biogen, which “develops at an 
intermediate point in metabolism, and by 
its construction and destruction compre- 
hends the sum total of metabolism.” It 
is not a protein nor living, for a molecule 
can not be alive. The ratio of construc- 
tion and destruction of biogen molecules 
under normal conditions of equilibrium is 

— 1. Therefore, “the irrita- 

destruetion 

bility of living substance depends upon the 
lability of the biogen molecules. 


Now, Gager remarim : 

'Both the dissimilatoT^ and the assUnilatoiy 
phases of znetabolism ma^ be stimulated. The 
degree of diflsimilatory stimulation is, for equally 
intense stimuli, dependent upon the following fac- 
tors: 

(a) The degree of lability of the biogon molecule. 
(5) The rapidity of the process of restitution 
after the functional destruction of the 
biogon. 

(o) The absolute number of biogen molecules 
present. 

(d) The conditions of the propagation of the 
stimulation. 

A disaimilatory stimulation, or depression, may 
be brought about by influencing any one of these 
individual factors. On the other hand, the degree 
of assimilatory irritability is dependent upon: 

(a) The quality of the raw material available for 

nutrition. 

(b) The means for working up the raw material 

into a suitable form of elaborated matter. 

(c) The quantity of suitable elaborated matter. 

(d) The rapidity of the transformation of the 

elaborated matter from the reserve depots 
into the biogeu molecules. 

An assimilatory irritability or depression may 
arise through influencing each of these individual 
conditions, 

Badium rays, by acting on any one of the eight 
factors enumerated above, may, therefore, excite 
or depress processes of either assimilation or dis- 
similation. 

Further, Gager points out the probability 
that radium rays may not affect their stimu- 
lation “by acting directly upon the biogen 
molecules, or whatever the reality may be 
that corresponds to this term, but by acting 
upon other substances in the individual 
cells, or by modifying some process either 
preceding or following the elaboration of 
the biogen molecule.” The rays may pro- 
duce their effect indirectly by acting upon 
some non-vital constituent other than the 
biogen, or upon some purely chemical proc- 
ess. Thus does he conceive the meohoniiin 
by which the rays produce the changes 
which they effect on organic bodies. 

It will be seen that this elaborate con- 
ception of the method by which the xesnlts 
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are pt^uoed does not in any way conflict 
with the hypotheses already stated but is 
really an accessory to them. Although 
Gager probably had no such thought in 
mind, his conception is in complete accord 
with a theory of enzyme modifiability, which 
at the same time presents a picture of the 
manner in which the radiations affect pro- 
toplasm. 

Early in the investigations the question 
arose as to whether the effects observed in 
the division of the egg might not be due to 
a change caused by the radiation in the 
permeability of the cell membranes to cer- 
tain substances contained in the solution in 
which the eggs developed. It is known that 
surface changes due to the alteration of 
permeability accumnt for many of the phe- 
nomena connected with the initiation of de- 
velopment and cell division, and by analogy 
it was argued that to similar changes might 
be due the retardation of division rate as 
well as other departures from normal as 
they occur in the radiated eggs. To test 
this question the writer undertook a series 
of experiments^® in which several different 
tests for permeability change were used 
and all gave the same result: that the X- 
ray effects are not to be attributed to per- 
meability changes caused by the radiation. 
In the first method, the larvte of Arenicola, 
a marine worm, were employed, for it had 
been found that, when these larvae are 
brought into any solution that causes per- 
meability changes, a yellow pigment is ex- 
uded from the integument; no exudation 
could be observed under the influence of 
the radiation. The second method con- 
sisted of experiments conducted with the 
view to producing artificial parthenogene- 
sis, for upon the basis of the current work- 
ing hypothesis, artificial parthenogenesis is 

MBiebards, A., Experiments on X-radiatioa 
m the OAnse of Permeability Obsngee/' Amer, 
fmr. Phyiiol., Vol. BS, im. 


due to the cytolysis of the cortical layer of 
the protoplasm, which in its turn is corre- 
lated with permeability changes on the egg 
membrane; positive results from experi- 
ments to cause this phenomenon would 
therefore imply permeability changes. The 
experiments were unsuccessful in the at- 
tempt to cause parthenogenesis. Various 
modifications of the indicator method were 
used, all with the result that substances in 
solution were found to enter the cell, which 
had been stained with some neutral indica- 
tor, in this case neiitral red, after exactly 
the same interval in both the radiated and 
the unradialed control cells. This shows 
that the radiation is ineffective in causing 
permeability changes in the cell mem- 
branes, These experiments warrant the 
conclusion that permeability changes are 
not the causal factors in the events which 
follow radiation. 

From Gager conclusions that radioac- 
tivity is a stimulus to metabolic processes, 
it may be inferred that the functions, as 
cell division, which even remotely depend 
on these processes would also be affected by 
radiation. Such an inference is borne out 
by the observations^® made by the writer on 
the rate of division in Flancrbis eggs that 
had been exposed to X-rays, for in these 
experiments it was found that a light radi- 
ation served to accelerate the first one or 
two mitotic cycles that followed it; after 
that injurious effects gradually asserted 
themselves. A strong radiation was directly 
inhibitive. The cytological study of the 
eggs used in these experiments has not been 
completed, so that it is as yet impossible to 
correlate the observations on the living 
eggs with changes in the finer details of 
their structure. It is of course possible that 
we have manifested in these physiological 

t»Biebardfl, A., *‘Tbe Effect of X-rays on the 
Bate of Oell Division in the Early Cleavage of 
PIcmofbw/' Biol. Bull, Vol. 27, 1914, 
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proceoses iuflueiioes that make no impress 
on the morphological structure of the egg. 

The case of the influence of X-rays on 
fertilizing already referred to, provides 
another instance where the effects are with- 
out direct morphological representation. 
Doubtless others occur. These cases must 
of course be accounted for by any explana- 
tion of the effect of radiation on living 
organisnifi. 

The facts, as they are at present known 
in regard to the effects of radioactivity on 
living matter, show that life processes are 
subject to marked changes under the influ- 
ence of the radiation, a slight exposure be- 
ing accelerative in most cases, while a more 
intense treatment is inhibitive or destruc- 
tive. As a causal factor in these effects, the 
demonstrable injury to the chromatin of the 
cells is undoubtedly important; but there 
are also good evidences that the modifiabil- 
ity of enzymes under the action of the rays 
likewise plays a considerable part either 
directly or indirectly in the resulting in- 
jury. 

A. Richards 

Woods Hole 


ASE RECESSIVE CBABACTEES VUE TO 
LOSS? 

Since the presence-absence theory came into 
vogue it has become quite customary to re- 
gard recessive characters as due to the absence 
of something in the germ plasm on which the 
corroapouding dominant character depends. 
The nomenclature of the presence- absence 
theory has been adopted by most writers on 
Mendelian inheritance, and it has afforded a 
useful and convenient method of expressing 
gametic formulas, although, as Morgan has 
shown, there are cases in which it leads to in- 
consistent results. While it is often recog- 
nized that this nomenclature is a purely sym- 
bolic scheme of indicating how certain char- 
acters behave in inheritance, the habitual em- 
ployment of the system in the search for form- 
ulas which will designate by a series of large 


and small letters the gametic constitution of 
the organisms one is dealing with, has a strong 
tendency to influence one’s views in regard to 
several important problems of heredity and 
evolution. I can not but think that the opin- 
ions of many students of genetics have been 
unduly influenced by their formulas. Form- 
ulas are excellent servants but bad masters. 
Almost involuntarily a certain interpretation 
is attached to their symbolism which is apt to 
have the practical effect of actual belief if it 
does not succeed in producing it 

Since the establishment of Mendel’s law and 
its successful employment in elucidating many 
previously enigmatical phenomena of inherit- 
ance, heritable variations liave commonly 
come to be considered as due to the addition or 
subtraction of discrete units of germ plasm, 
the bearers of unit characters. Professor 
Bateson in his Problems of Genetics” aays 
in regard to substantive variations that 

we are begianiag to know in wbat suck variations 
consist. These changes must occur either by the 
addition or loss of factors. 

And further on he makes the following sig- 
nificant statement: 

Recognition of the distinction between dominant 
and recesBwo characters has, it must be conceded, 
created a very serious obstacle in the way of any 
rational and concrete theory of evolution. While 
variations of all kinds could be regarded as mani- 
festations of some mysterious instability of org^an- 
isma this difficulty did not occur to the minds of 
evolutionists. To most of those who have 
part in genetic analysis it has become a permanent 
and continual obsession. With regard to the origin 
of recessive variations, there is, an we have sees, 
no special difficulty. They axe negative and are 
due to absences, but os soon as it is understood that 
dominants are caused by an addition we are com- 
pletely at a loss to account for their origin, for we 
can not surmise any source from which they have 
been derived. 

In his more recent address before the Brit- 
ish Association, Bateson not only interprets 
all recessive characters as due to loss, but sug- 
gests that dominant characters may have 
arisen by the removal of inhibiting factors, 
thereby causing a release ” of the characters 
which previously lay latent in the germ jplasnii, 
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aud producing the appearance (but only the 
appearance) of newv variations. He says: 

In spite of seeming perversity we have to admit 
that there is no evohitionary change which in the 
present state of our knowledge we can positively 
declare to be not ^e to loss. 

If we eicplain not only the actual disappear- 
ance of characters as caused by germinal loss, 
but the appearance of new characters as due to 
the loss of inhibitors which prevented these 
characters front manifesting themselves, it is 
theoretically possible to consider the whole 
process of progressive evolution as accom- 
plished by the sloughing off of inhibiting fac- 
tors. Such a doctrine which naturally re- 
mindfi one of the extravagancies of the theory 
iff emboitmnent might have proved quite ac- 
ceptable to Leibnitz, Haller, or Bonnet, but, 
unless I misunderstand him, Professor Bate- 
son has presented this view more as an illus- 
tration of the bankruptcy of present evolu- 
tionary theory than as a matter of serious 
conviction of his own. I will not discuss this 
interesting speculation further than to observe 
that any interpretation of variation which 
logically leads to such a standpoint naturally 
incurs a very justifiable suspicion of unsound- 
nesB. It may be that in the case of any par- 
ticular variation we are unable to positively 
declare that it is not due to loss, but on the 
other hand we are unable to positively declare 
that most variations are due to loss. I think 
I am net going too far in stating that a ger- 
minal variation due to loss has not been 
proved to occur in any single case. If it is 
legitimate to explain the appearance of new 
charaotilrs as due to the removal of inhibitors, 
we may also explain the apparent loss of a 
character as due to the advent of inhibitors. 
It is surely justifiable to assume that inhibi- 
tors cm come into an organism somehow if we 
are peirmitted to make such frequent use of 
theb disappearance in accounting for the 
origin t of new variations* The plain fact is 
that we know practically nothing of the 
ohanffBs in the germ plasm which we postu- 
late ae the causes of variability. It is easy to 
the existence of an inhibitor to bring 
any |»artioular variation into line with one’s 


general theory, but such explanations are 
purely formal and therefore of little scientific 
value. 

While few would be inclined to follow Bate- 
son in his rather paradoxical interpretation of 
dominance, the doctrine that recessiveness is 
due to loss is coming to be quite prevalent 
among workers in genetics. One of the chief 
reasons for regarding so much of the varia- 
tion that has arisen among domestic animals 
as caused by the loss of factors is the fact that 
the Crossing of different varieties often pro- 
duces a reversion toward the ancestral type. 
If we regard the ancestor of our races of do- 
mestic mice for instance as possessing a full 
complement of factors, and assume that the 
different varieties have arisen by the dropping 
out of one or more factors in this variety, and 
one or more other factors in that variety, then 
when these varieties are crossed the hybrid 
may possess all the factors of the original an- 
cestor and hence show a reversion to type. 
On the basis of this assumption one can make 
out gametic formulas for the different vari- 
eties of a species, test them by breeding ex- 
periments, and thus verify their correctness. 
Gametic fomulas obtained in this way doubt- 
less symbolize a truth in regard to the germi- 
nal constitution of the organisms in question. 
The value of such formulas is no longer a 
matter of doubt, and is quite independent of 
the various interpretations that can be made 
concerning the nature of the symbolism, just 
as chemical formulcs are of value quite irre- 
spective of the various theories of lie consti- 
tution of atoms. 

Consider the origin of a black mouse ac- 
cording to the presence-absence hypothesis. 
We may explain the origin of a black mouse 
by saying that it is caused by the absence of 
the agouti or ticking factor that breaks up 
the color of the hair into bars. Gray is there- 
fore black plus an agouti factor. But does it 
follow that because we can interpret the facts 
in this way, and interpret them consistently so 
far as breeding experiments are concerned, 
the change that has taken place in the germ 
plasm that produced a bl aok mouse was 
really a loss? Such a change is freqoeutly 
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assumed to bo the result of an actual loss of 
a little discrete unit of some sort in the germ 
plasm. De Vries has interpreted recesaiveness 
as due to the latency or loss of potency of pan- 
gens, but we may also assume that the germi- 
nal basis of the character in question has 
undergone a change of such a character that 
without becoming inactive it ceases to func- 
tion in its usual way. The agouti factor 
(commonly designated by G) may be regarded 
as dependent on a part of the germ plasm, a 
section of a chromosome possibly, which when 
present causes the barring of color in the hair. 
When a black mouse arises we may suppose 
that something takes place in G. It is not 
necessarily a change in the direction of either 
chemical or organic simplicity any more than 
it is necessarily a loss of substance. The fact 
that the modified condition is recessive to G 
proves nothing whatsoever in regard to the 
nature of the transformation that has occurred 
in the germ plasm. Assuming that G is not 
actually lost, but modified into another kind 
of substance g, the recesaiveness of g may be 
due to the fact that its activity is manifested 
in a different way, relative slownese of its 
metabolism, or to various other conceivable 
causes. 

There is, I believe, no good reason for con- 
sidering the recesaiveness of a character as 
due to the relative simplicity of its germinal 
basis. Many variations of a minus character 
are recessive, but there are numerous excep- 
tions to this rule, as is illustrated by the domi- 
nance of the hornless condition in cattle, the 
abort tail of Manx cats, and the lack of beards 
in certain kinds of wheat. Suppose we have 
two allelomorphic units (assuming for the 
present that there ate such things as germinal 
units) A and A', one of which tends to pro- 
duce a relatively simple development of a part 
and the other a relatively complex development 
of a particular part of the body. The one A 
calls forth, say, simple horns, the other 
branched horns. A and A' presumably differ 
chemically, and the development of the part 
in question depends not upon A or A' alone, 
but upon how these agencies affect other parts 
of the body during development. Will the 


simpler substance or organic unit coll forth 
the simpler structure in the adult bodyf In- 
asmuch as the development of any organ in- 
volves activities in which a larger number of 
elements are concerned it seems not at all im- 
probable that the simpler substance or unit 
might conspire to produce the more complex 
organ. Now suppose that the forked horn 
proved to be dominant over the simple horn. 
What conclusions would we be entitled to draw 
from this fact concerning the germinal basis 
of these characters? Obviously none. 

Whether we interpret a variation as a gain 
or a loss is in most cases a purely arbitrary* 
matter. In sugar corn there is a loss of starch 
but there is a gain of sugar. Does sugar corn 
therefore represent a plus or a minus varia- 
tion? Consider the familiar cases of rose 
comb and pea comb in poultry. Both of these 
variations are dominant over the primitive 
condition of single comb. Yet both breeds 
carry the basis for the production of single 
comb in their germ plasm. It is commonly 
assumed that both conditions represent single 
comb plus something. We may suppose that 
in a certain chromosome a change has taken 
place which results in the development of rose 
comb. This change, for all that we know, 
may be due to the loss or impairment of a 
portion of germ plasm, or it may be due to a 
change not properly describable as either again 
or loss. We may regard rose and pea comb as 
more or less pathological deviations based on 
germinal defect, as true progreasivo varia- 
tions, or simply as normal variations neither 
progressive nor rotrogreasive. So far as com- 
plexity of structure is concerned it may be a 
matter of dispute whether rose comb, pea 
comb, or single comb represents the higher 
grade of development. 

But, it may be asked, are not color varieties 
commonly due to loss, and is not this obviously 
the case with albinism? In many varieties 
there has certainly been a loss of pigments but 
has there been a dropping out of factors? It 
by no means follows. The factors represented 
by small letters in our color formulas are by 
no means missing entities. They are changed 
so that they occasion a diminished production 
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of certain pigments^ but in other respects they 
may be as potent as before. The albino does 
not produce pigment, but there may be other 
substanoes in the place of pigment that would 
distinguish the albino as a positive variation 
when judged by other standards. The animals 
whose gametic formulas contain a number of 
small letters are not necessarily more imper- 
fect or x>erheps I should say incomplete than 
their congeners which carry a large number 
of dominant characters. 

Of course there may be varieties due to 
losses of germinal material. Considering the 
complex mechanism of mitosis, and the op- 
portunities aiforded for the loss of chromatin 
during this process, such variations are not 
improbable a priori. But there is not the 
slightest warrant in the fact of recesaiveness 
per 8€ for the doctrine that all recessive varia- 
tions are produced by this method. The origin 
of so-called unit characters may depend, for 
the most part, not upon germinal loss or gain, 
but simply on transformation. Viewed in this 
simple and natural way the appearance of a 
new dominant character is not an event to be 
marvelled at. Dominant and recessive charac- 
ters not improbably owe their origin to much 
the same causes. At least we do not know that 
they do not. Concerning the real causes of 
variations of any kind we -know very little 
more than we did when Darwin commented 
on our profound ignorance of this subject. It 
is therefore premature to pin our faith to any 
particular theory of the origin of variation and 
especially to draw far-reaching conclusions re- 
garding evolution on the basis of such an in- 
terpretation, We may conceive variability as 
due to germinal losses or gains for the sake of 
our formulas, and there may be little harm in 
so doing so long as it is clearly realized that 
the procedure is a purely arbitrary and 
schematic method of recording certain facts 
of inheritance. But when we make the serious 
attempt to apply the conception to what actu- 
ally takes place in the germ plasm we en- 
counter a fruitful source of fallacies. 

S. J. Holmes 


ESNST OEIU8ESLI 

On October 80, 1914, Ernst Grimsehl fell 
near Langematck in the bitter fighting along 
the Yser line. Only two days before he had 
received the iron cross. Although he was in 
his fifty-fourth year, yet he responded volun- 
tarily and full of enthusiasm to the call to the 
colors as an Oberleutnant der Landwehr.’’ 
On October 1 he marched with the 213th regi- 
ment across the Belgian frontier. For only a 
few weeks was he permitted to fight for his 
country which he so dearly loved. He died, as 
so many others at his side, without living to 
see the victory which he so confidently hoped 
for. 

In his death the German educational sys- 
tem loses a personality which was unique in 
its character and therefore can not be re- 
placed. All hia thoughts and efforts were di- 
rected to this ideal of placing physics teaching 
on a firmer basis and of bringing it nearer 
and nearer to perfection. His friend, A. 
Keferstein, has in the Unterrichtsftdtiem 
sketched the character of his work with beauty 
and conviction. He says in part; 

His pTeominent manual dexterity and his thor- 
ough knowledge of the instrument-maker's art, 
which as a student he had gained in his vacation 
days from the musters of the art, qualified him for 
the creation of clean-cut models of apparatus. 
Those he tried out at every point till he had cor- 
rected by his masterly hand their first faults and 
made them respond to his every wish. 

Of his original inventive skill as an experi- 
menter, numerous publications bear witness; 
one must have watched him getting ready for 
an experimental lecture such as he was wont 
to give almost every year at the spring meet- 
ing of the Association for the Promotion of 
Instruction in Mathematics and the Natural 
Sciences, in order to gain the secret of this 
skill. He was tireless and enthusiastic in his 
efforts to perfect hia arrangements, often by 
hours of labor in a strange place and in a 

1 Translated from ZeiUchrift fUr den PhysikaU 
iaohen wid Chemiechen Vnterrichtf January, 3915, 
and read at the seventieth meeting of the Eastern 
Association of Ktysics Teachers by N. Henry 
Black. 
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Btiange laboratory, bo that he might manage 
things there just as in his own rooms. Every- 
thing must be carefully tested before he began 
his lecture. So it came about that his demon- 
strations became the star performances and 
attractions of each of those meetings. 

It is diflBcult to enumerate all the pieces of 
apparatus for purposes of instruction and in- 
vestigation which we owe to him. These are 
almost all published in our magazine, in 
which he took a lasting interest. Even the 
first volume in 1888 contained a report of his 
paper in which he published a new method of 
measuring the intensity of a tone. In the sec- 
ond volume there appeared the first original 
investigation from his hand, in which he de- 
scribed two pieces of apparatus for detecting 
the nodal points and internodes in a sounding 
column of air. His lost lecture, which he 
gave in the spring of 1914 upon a new and 
simple means of showing the interference of 
light, he had also intended for our magazine. 
However, before he came to write it down, the 
war had pressed into his hand the sword in- 
stead of the pen. 

Of his books only two may be mentioned 
hero: the large ^‘Lehrbuch der Phyaik”* 
which has in five years gone through three edi- 
tions and the ^'Didaktik und Methodik der 
Physik ” * (a part of Baumeister's Handbook) 
which in spite of its brevity and its strong 
personal color, is rich in valuable advice and 
fruitful ideas. 

Death has brought his work to an untimely 
end, but the influence of this creative work 
will live after him and will assure iox him a 
grateful memory among his followers as well 
as in the history of the teaching of physics. 


SCIENXmC NOTES AND NEWS 

Db. Paul Ehblioh, the distinguished Ger- 
man pathologist, director of the Royal Institute 
for Experimental Therapeutics in Frankfurt a* 
Main, died on August 20, at the age of sixty- 
one years, 

SB. O. Teuhoer, Leipzig. 

SC. H. Beck 'ache ^ ' VerlagsbuchhandlaUg, ” 
Mitncbea. 


Dr. Oarlos J. FmLAT, a leading physician 
of Cuba, known for his advocacy of the theory 
that yellow fever is transnldtted by mosquitoes, 
died on August 20, at the age of eighty-two 
years. 

It is announced that in oonsequence of the 
war, the meeting of the Australasian Associa- 
tion for the Advancement <M Science, which 
had been arranged to take place in Hobart in 
January next, has been postponed for a year. 

Dr. David Bancroft Johnson, president of 
Winthrop Normal and Industrial College, of 
Rockhill, S. C., has been elected president of 
tho National Education Association, in suc- 
cession to Dr. David Starr Jordan, chancellor 
of Stanford University, 

During the San Francisco meetings of the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, there was formed a Paoifio Coast 
Branch of the American Society of ^ologists. 
The officers elected at this meeting were ; 

President: V, L. Kellogg, Stanford University. 

Pioe^presdent : R, M. Yerkes, Santa Baxbaxa. 

Secretary and Treasurer: Joseph Grinpelb Uni- 
versity of California. 

Executive Committee: 0 . 0. Bsterly, Oceideatal 
College; Barton W. Evernaann, California Aead- 
emy of Sciences; Charles L. Edwards, Los .Angeles; 
J. Frank Daniel, University of California; Harold 
Heath, Stanford University. 

At the same meeting there was formed a 
Pacific Coast Branch of the American Society 
of Naturalists with the following organization : 

President: Barton W. Evennann, OOlifomia 
Academy of Sciences. 

Vice-president: John F. Bovard, Univeiiity of 
Oregon. 

Secretary: Ellis Leroy Michael, Scripps institute 
for Research. 

Treasurer: L. L. Burlingame, Stanford “Univer- 
sity* 

Executive Committee: Trevor JClnoaid, Univer- 
sity of Washington; Harry Beal Torrey, Held Col- 
lege; Frank M. McFarland, Stanford Unifsndlty. 

The society will take the place of the local 
biological societies of the Pacific Coast. 

The Biological Society of the Pacific met 
at the Hotel Sutter, San Francisco^ on 
August 4, for its annual meeting. The ad- 
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dresH of the evening waa given by Dr. Harry 
Beal Torrey, of Reed College, on '^Reaeerch 
and tbe Elementary Student of Science/’ At 
this meeting the Biological Society voted to 
drop its organization in favor of the newly 
organized Pacific Coast Branch of the Amer- 
ican Society of Naturalists. 

The forty-third annual meeting of the 
American Public Health Association, the fif- 
teenth annual conference of the S anitary 
Offioers of the State of New York, and the 
annual meeting of the New York State Sani- 
tary Officers’ Association, will be held in 
Rochester, N, T., September 6 to 10. 

Before the American Public Health Asso- 
ciation on Tuesday evening, September 7, tbe 
presidential address will be delivered by Pro- 
fessor William T. Sedgwick, of the Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology, his subject being 
“ Achievements and Failures in Public Health 
Work.” Other speakers at the meetings are 
Dr. Hermann M. Biggs, New York state com- 
missioner of health; Dr, W. C. Gorgas, sur- 
geon-general United States Army, Washing- 
ton, D. 0., and the Hon. William 0. Eeddeld, 
secretary of commerce. 

Dr. Albert Eulknbero, the distinguished 
neurologist of the University of Berlin, has 
celebrated his seventy-fifth birthday. 

Dr. ton Strumpell, professor of medicine at 
Leipzig, has been elected rector for the ensuing 
year, 

8m A. Selby-Biooe, permanent secretary of 
the British hoard of education, has been ap- 
pointed special sepretary to the committee of 
the privy council for the organization and de- 
velopment of scientific and industrial research 
in Great Britain. 

The gold medal of the Company of Dyers, 
London, has been awarded to Professor A. G. 
Green, University of Leeds, and to Mr. W. 
Johnson, a research student of the University 
of Leeds, for research work in connection with 
the art of dyeing. 

The trustees of the American Medicine Gold 
Medal award have selected Surgeon-General 
Rupert Kue* of the Public Health Service, as 
the American xffiysioian who has done most 


for humanity in the domain of medicine during 
1914, and the medal has been awarded to him 
for his work in national health and sanitation. 

The governor of Indiana has appointed a 
commission to investigate the causes and pre- 
vention of mental deficiency in the state. The 
medical members of the commission are Dps. 
George F. Edenharter, superintendent of the 
Central Indiana State Hospital, Indianapolis; 
Samuel E. Smith, superintendent of the 
Eastern Indiana State Hospital, Richmond; 
Charles P, Emerson, dean of the Indiana Uni- 
veraity School of Medicine, Indianapolis; 
Walter 0. Van Nuys, superintendent of the 
Indiana Village for Epileptics, Newcastle; and 
Dr. George 8. Bliss, superintendent of the 
State School for Feeble-minded Youths, Fort 
Wayne. 

The British secretary of state for the col- 
onies has appointed a committee, presided over 
by Mr. A. D. Steel Maitland, parliamentary 
under-secretary of state for the colonies, to 
consider and report upon the present condition 
and the prospects of the West African trade in 
palm kernels and other edible and oil-pro- 
ducing nuts and seeds and to make recom- 
mendations for the promotion, in the United 
Kingdom, of the industries dependent on them. 
Mr. J. E. W. Flood, of the colonial office, is 
secretary of the committee. 

Dr. J. a. Udden, geologist of the bureau of 
economic geology in the University of Texas, 
has been appointed acting director of the 
bureau, the former director, Dr. Wm. B. 
Phillips, having resigned to become president 
of the Colorado School of Mines, 

Sm Aurel Stein, who has been making ex- 
plorations in Central Asia, has arrived safely 
as Kashgar. 

Mr. Charles P, Lounsbury, chief of the de- 
partment of entomology of the South African 
Union, expected to arrive in San Francisco 
about September 1. He has been spending 
some time in Australia and other points en 
route in furthering the interests of his de- 
partment He expects to be in America for 
sevpral months. 
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Thr Bevereud Alphone Schwitalia, SJ., pro- 
fessor of biology at St Louis University, and 
two other members of the party, have returned 
from a medical insi)ection trip to British Hon- 
duras* Dr. Edward Nelson Tobey, assistant 
city bacteriologist and a lecturer at the uni- 
versity, also was a member of the expedition, 
but it is feared he perished with the steamer 
Marowijne^ which has not been heard from 
since the West Indian hurricane swept through 
the Yucatan channel on August 13. 

A MEMORUL to Johann C. Beil, the anatom- 
ist, has been erected in Halle. It stands in 
front of the university clinic, the seat of his 
labors until called to Berlin in 1810. He died 
in 1813, aged fifty-five years. 

Thr death is announced of Dr. B. Fisher, 
professor of hygiene and bacteriology in the 
University of Kiel. 

The Paris Academy of Medicine has re- 
ceived a legacy from Dr. M. Sigaut of 8,000 
francs to be awarded for a research on cancer 
of the digestive tract. 

The exhibit arranged by the New York 
State Museum for the department of mines 
and metallurgy at the Panama-Pacific Inter- 
national Exposition was awarded a grand prixe, 
besides one medal of honor, five gold medals, 
fifteen silver medals and nine bronze medals. 

The Coast and Geodetic Survey informs the 
American Geographical Society of some re- 
cent significant soundings by the steamer 
Pathfinder in the southwest part of the Philip- 
pines area. The Cagayanes, Cavilli and Arena 
Islands, Tubbataha and Maeander Reef 9, in 
the Sulu Sea, are apparently coral capped 
summits of a submerged mountain range ex- 
tending for 200 miles southwesterly from the 
southwest part of Panay Island. They rise 
from depths of 6,000 to 12,000 feet with a 
stupendous submarine slope. The soundings 
indicate that this range divides the Sulu Sea 
into two deep haains by joining the shelf or 
plateau extending northwest of Borneo and 
east of Bolabac Strait. Bancoran Island and 
Moyune Beef are elevations at the south end 
of the northwest basin. The Tubbataha Keys 
and Maeander Beef are the only elevations 


without vegetation. They are ateep facedb aim- 
ilar in structure and consist of an aoeii;piula- 
tiou of dead corals, coral rock fmd coral sand 
cemented into a greater or less degree of oom* 
pactnesB. The pounding of the sea has ac- 
cumulated the coral sand in the center to an 
elevation of five or six feet. 

The Field Museum of Natural History has 
recently acquired a large collection of verte- 
brate fossils from the asphaltum beds of south* 
ern California. This collection consists of 
more than two thousand specimens varying 
from skeletons to single bones. Among them 
arc mounted and mountable skeletons cf the 
saber-tooth tiger (SnUlodon) and the large 
wolf, Canis dit-ua, together with numerous 
series of skulls and skeletal parts of these ani- 
mals. There are also skulls of Megalonyx, 
Bison, Teratorrm, Oymnogypa ^d Qaihariea, 
Other genera represented are FelU, Q<mslop6, 
Mastodon, Equus, CervtLs and Antehcapra, 
Moat, if not all, of these specimens are of 
Pleistocene age. For this valuable ooUcction 
the museum is indebted to the generosity of 
Messrs. E. E, Ayer, M. A. Ryeraon, W. E. 
Linn and E, B. Butler, members of its board 
of trustees. 

There has just been issued by the Biueau 
of Standards a paper describing briefly the 
methods of calibrating and using bomb calo- 
rimeters, such as are used in determining the 
amount of heat available from a given iWght 
of coal or coke or other combustible. The 
amount of heat which can be obtained de- 
pends largely upon the kind and quality of 
fuel. When purchased in large quantities, 
therefore, a fuel is commonly tested t6 deter- 
mine the amount of heat available per "jpounfl, 
and the price paid depends upon the results of 
those tests. The instrument used for tiuoh 
testa is called the bomb calorimeter and oon- 
sists essentially of a steel shell or ** bonih ^ in 
which a small weighed sample of the fuel can 
be burned in pure oxygen gas. The hmuil) is 
immersed in a known amount of water before 
the sample is ignited, the heat prodoced 
warms the water, and by saitable meagntfo- 
ments of the change of temperature the ankOdlat 
of heat can be calculated. Provision is mode 
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by the Bureau of Standards for Btaudardizingr 
bomb calorimeters by means of standard sam- 
ples of certain pure materials, viz,, sugar, 
napththalene and benzoic acid. By burning 
known amounts of these substances in the 
bomb the observer determines the amount of 
heat required to raise the temperature of the 
bomb together with the proper amount of water 
one degree. This being determined the amount 
of heat furnished by a given sample of coal 
burned in the same bomb with the same amount 
of water can be found. Thus these standard 
samples, which are sent all over the United 
States, serve as standards of heat and make 
it possible to get the same results from tests 
made anywhere in the country, much as the 
use of the standards of length and of mass 
makes a yard or a pound the same in all parts 
of the country. Copies of this paper known 
as Circular No. 11, ** Standardization of 
Bomb Calorimeters,” may be obtained without 
charge upon application to tho Bureau of 
Standards, Washington, D. C, 

The Journal of the American Medical As- 
sociation reports that Mr. James Berry, who is 
at the head of a British hospital mission at 
Vrnjachka Banya, has collected from official 
sources figures which show that ninety-three 
Serbian physicians have died out of a total of 
387 alive at the beginning of the war. Of 
these, no fewer than eighty-two succumbed to 
typhus fever, and only one was killed in battle. 
These figures contrast remarkably with those 
of tho recent Turkish war in which Serbia lost 
only two physicians. Of the foreign physi- 
cians who have come to her aid in this war, 
thirty-five have died from typhus or typhoid 
fever. They include three British, four Amer- 
ican, two Belgian, several Greeks, and six 
others. 


UNIVSB8ITT AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS 

Dr, John Lee Coulter has been appointed 
dean of tho College of Agriculture and di- 
rector of the Experiment Station of the West 
Virginia University. He goes from the George 
Peabody College, and will take the place of E, 
D. Sanderson, who resigned about a year ago. 


At tho Johns Hopkins University, the degree 
of bachelor of science in education has been 
established in connection with the college 
courses for teachers and the summer courses. 
The degree will be open to men and women. 
The regulations concerning the work for the 
new degree will be determined by an advisory 
committee of the faculty. The title of director 
of the college course for teachers and of the 
summer courses has been assigned to Professor 
Edward F. Buchner. 

Dr. Orin Tug man, of the staffi of the research 
laboratory of the Eastman Kodak Company, 
has been elected associate professor of physics 
at the University of Utah. 

Dr. L, Chas. Raiford, of the department of 
chemistry of the University of Chicago, has 
been elected professor of chemistry in the 
Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical Col- 
lege. 

Dr. J. A. Mekzies has been appointed pro- 
fessor of physiology in the University of Dur- 
ham College of Medicine, Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne. 

DISCUSSION AND C0MEE8D0NDENCE 

ANOTHER REASON FOR SAVING THE GENUS 

I AM writing to second Dr. F. B. Sumner^B 
plea for the saving of the genus.^ I am sure 
he has tho sympathy of the great mass of 
workers in non -taxonomic biology. Leaving 
aside the question of expressing relationship 
in the generic name which Sumner has so well 
stated, there is another point that he has not 
sufficiently emphasized. It is by the genera 
that animals and plants are catalogued. In 
the Nautilus, Vol. 28, February, 1916, the 
writer made this plea. I illustrated it by the 
form on which I had been working for the past 
eight years, the genus Lymnma. 1 quote the 
following passage from that paper : 

The most recent olasBiflcation of this group is 
that of F, C. Baker in his admirable '^LymniBidas 
of North and Middle America" (Chicago Acad- 
emy of Sciences Pub. No. 8, 1911), p. 120. Whereas 
the older olassiflcationB considered shell eharacters 
alone, this author ^ * proposed to classify the 

I "Some Beasons for Saving the Genus," Sci- 
BNCa, Vol. ELI., No. 1088, p. 899. 
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LTnumids the characters of the shell; genitalia 
(shape of prostate, relatire sise and form of the 
penis and penis-sac) and radula. ” 

On a basis of these criteria he has split the 
genus Lpmnaaf as defined Haldoman, 1840, 
Gould, Binney, 1868; Ball, 1871; Tryon, 1872 and 
1884, and more recently by Ball in 1906, into six 
genera: Lymncea, Ptteudosuocinea, Badiso, Bulim- 
fteso, Acella and Oalba. He has done this mainly 
by raising a number of subgenera and sections of 
former authors to generic rank. I wish to ask this 
question; Is this at the present time justlflablel 
(1) Baker lists 103 species and varieties of the 
old Zjrnittrfpa in this work. Of but 83 have any- 
thing of the anatomy, radula and genital organs 
been studied. Therefore the shell characteristics 
are the important ones after all. (2) All these new 
genera are based largely on quantitative charac- 
ters. The only qualitative character mentioned is 
the radula and this is given quite a subordinate 
place in the classification. (3) In his diagnosis of 
the genus Galba in his key he states that the 
** Penis’' (epiphallus) is shorter than the ** penis- 
sac" (penis). However, for two of the species of 
this genus the epiphallus is longer than the penis. 
(See Baker, pp. 268 and 277.) 

In the mind of the writer our present knowledge 
will not allow us to make a comprehensive classifi- 
cation of the Lymnmids based on the anatomy of 
the snail. We know too few species well. On the 
other band, the shell characters alone in a mollosk 
with such a generalized form of shell as have the 
Lymnmids are not characters on which one can base 
much reliance. On account of these reasons the 
writer would make the recommendation that the 
old genus Lymiupa should be retained in the sense 
that it has been used for the past seventy years. 

In the Nauiiliu for June, 1915, Mr. P. 0. 
Baker answered the writer in an article en- 
titled On the Classification of LymnsBids/’ 
I think this may be taken as the typical atti- 
tude of a taxonomist. He said: 

The writer can by no means agree with the state- 
ment made twice in this paper (loo. dt.) that 
generic names should not be added unless based on 
undebatable grounds, because of the inconvenience 
of the cataloguer. If this criticism should be rec- 
ognised we ibould revert to the use of many of the 
older names in the Pulmonata as well as in the 
Naides. 

It is recognised, of course, that generic subdi- 
visions can be overdone, but in the advancement of 


science the convenienoe of the cataloguer or teoeiwr 
is not considered. 

We welcome all additions to knowledge and we 
know full well that the work of yesterday is ren- 
dered obsolete by the work of to-morrow, but the 
writer can not tee how the redaction to subgenera 
and sections of the names used as genera and sub- 
genera in the monograph in question advances out 
knowledge of the family any more than the raising 
of a number of subgenera and sections to genSfio 
rank, as Oolton believes the writer to have done in 
his monograph. This rather resembles a game of 
see-saw. 

This whole discussion hangs on the ques- 
tion, is it necessary to change generic names 
to advance our knowledge? The writer be- 
lieves that to change generic names without 
an overwhelming amount of evidence in favor 
of the change is hindering instead of advanc- 
ing science. Species and minor groups, on 
the other hand, can not be too much subdi- 
vided. It is an advance to describe every vari- 
ation that can be distinguished. Of this work 
Bateson® says: 

They will serve science best by giving names 
freely and by describing everything to which their 
successors may possibly want to refer, and gener- 
ally by subdividing their material Into as many 
species as they can induce any responsible society 
or journal to publish. 

In conclusion, generic names are those by 
which animals are catalogued, therefore 
should not be changed without overwhelming 
evidence in favor of the change. This value 
of the generic name has not been sufficiently 
emphasized. 

Harold S. Colton 

Zoological Laboratort, 

IfNIVMBITT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

THE END OP goby's SHEARWATER 

Oort's shearwater (Puffinus borealis) does 
not exist. It seems a pity to abolish so time- 
honored and respected a species; hut the truth 
Is that it already stands abolished, and nothing 
is required but the awakening of us Am^oan 
bird-men to the fact. It is indeed a token ci 
provincialism on our parts ^at this remark- 
able error should have gone for thirty-four 

> '^Problams of Oeoetics,’’ p. 249. 
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years uncorrected. For Cory’s shearwater, de- 
scribed in 1881> was not a new bird, but an old 
bird with a new name. Its range is not un- 
known, and its nesting-habits and eggs hare 
long been familiar to naturalists. As I have 
for some time suspected, as Howard Saunders 
stated positirely away back in 1889, and as 
Godman in his “ Monograph of the Petrels ” 
(pp. 94r-98, Part EE., 1908) has established, 
Pufinus horealia is a synonym of Puffinua 
Jcuhli, the Mediterranean great shearwater, a 
common Old World bird which hag been well 
known for generations. 

My first intimation of this fact I found in 
Howard Saunders’s ** Manual of British 
Birds,” wherein, on p. 716 (first edition), in 
treating of the great shearwater, he remarks: 

In the Azores, as well as on the islets near Ma- 
deira and the Canaries, the resident species is P. 
kuhU (identical with P. borealis of Cory), which 
visits the western coasts of France and the Penin- 
sula, and is abundant throughout the Mediter- 
ranean ; the latter species is of a much paler brown 
on the upper parts, and has a yellow-colored and 
deeper bill. 

This was startling, since I knew tbat 
Saunders was not a man for unguarded fit ate- 
ments ; but at the same time it seemed incredi- 
ble that an assertion of tliis kind in a standard 
bird-book should have remained unnoticed and 
uninvestigated by American bird-men for 
twenty years; and as Cory’s shearwater still 
held its place in all our bird-books, I was 
puzzled. I recalled with intense regret the 
accidental loss of a specimen of P. Jet^U which 
my father and I had once collected off Sar- 
dinia; and I set about trying to get together 
some skins of these big pale-billed shear- 
waters from both sides of the Atlantic, for 
comparison. Bosenberg, in London, wrote me 
that he had one skin only of P. Jcuhli. I 
meant to order this, and also to write to a bird- 
staffer we knew in Cagliari, Sardinia; but 
other matters intervened, and I let the whole 
thing slip. 

Then, hearing of Godman’s “ Monograph of 
the Petrels,” 1 supposed it a matter o£ oourso 
that I should there find: the question definitely 
settled. For some time I had no chance to see 


this work; and meanwhile I noticed that the 
latest-revised bird books in America were still 
hanging on to Cory’s shearwater. Godman, 
then, had confirmed its standing as a distinct 
species? Apparently, this must be so. Yet 
the fact that in all these years a laxge shear- 
water breeding abundantly in the Azores had 
not been recorded even as a wanderer from our 
Atlantic coast seemed in itself an exceedingly 
suspicious circumstance. Strong-winged sea- 
rovers like these should find no barrier between 
the " Western Islands ” and the New England 
fishing-banks. 

My doubts continued until, in June of this 
current year, 1915, I was enabled through the 
kindness of the secretary of the Boston Soci- 
ety of Natural History to examine Godman’s 
monograph. There I find the matter satis- 
factorily settled, in conformity with Saunders’s 
statement and my own misgivings. Under the 
head of Puffinua Jcuhli, Godman (Part H., 
p. 96) says: 

Specimens from the eastern coast of North 
America have been described as Puffinua horealia 
by Mr, C. B. Cory, but I can not find any difference 
between individuals from the coast of Massachu- 
setts and others from the Atlantic islands. 

In his synonymy of P. Jcuhli he includes 
Cory’s P. horealia. 

It would seem unnecessary, not to say pre- 
sumptuous, for us to question this determina- 
tion, or wait to hiake further comparison of 
specimen.9 before admitting that our “ Cory’s ” 
shearwaters are simply Mediterreanean great 
shearwaters on their annual post-breeding-sea- 
son pilgrimage to the fishing-grounds on the 
western side of the Atlantic. It must be noted, 
however, that the Azorean and Canary Islands 
birds have been found to be subspecifically dis- 
tinct from those breeding in the Mediterranean, 
differing mainly in the smaller amount of 
white in the lining of the outer primaries. 
The Atlantic islands bird has been described 
by Hartert as Puffinua huhli ffaviroatria,^ and 

1 The name of Puffinua fiaviroairia was first used 
by Gould in 1834, for specimens of the Mediter- 
ranean (Azorean) shearwater from the Cape Seas, 
It appears that the species not infrequently wan- 
der# far southwards. 
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Godman states that the differences are inoon- 
stant, that a complete gradation evidently 
exists between the extreme types, and that the 
two forms can not be (ionsidored as more than 
subspecifically distinct. It is undoubtedly the 
Atlantic subspecies flavirosiris which regularly 
visits our coasts. According to the American 
system, Number 88 of the A. O. U. Check-list, 
3d edition, should evidently stand as PuffiniM 
kuhli flavirostria Hartert, Yellow-billed or 
Axorean Shearwater. Gerald H. Thayer 

Monadnock, New Kampshibb, 

Juno 21, 1915 

IRON Bacteria 

It has been known for many years that some 
of the higher bacteria are concerned in the 
precipitation of ferric hydroxide from iron- 
bearing waters. Thus Cr&nothrix polyspora, 
which is often abundant in city water pipes 
where the water contains a small percentage 
of iron, is held to bo responsible for the fre- 
quent turbidity of the water in such places, 
duo to the separating out of ferric hydroxide, 
and also for the filling of pipes with ferric 
hydroxide which sometimes occurs. Certain 
other forms, like Chlamydothrix ochraeea, 
Spirophyllum ferrugineum and Oallionella 
ferruginea, have been abundantly encountered 
in surface iron -bearing waters, where they 
form thick gelatinous deposits of yellowish- 
brown scum. 

More recently certain lower bacteria have 
been described which show the same charac- 
teristics with regard to the precipitation of 
ferric hydroxide and which seem to be very 
abundant in surface waters. 

Different investigators have attempted to 
explain this phenomenon in different ways. 
Some, notably Winogradsky and Lieske, be- 
lieve that there is an oxidation from ferrous 
to ferric iron and that this furnishes the bac- 
terial cell with energy. Lieske also claims 
that, as the iron is usually in solution as fer- 
rous bicarbonate, the carbon dioxide set free 
by the oxidation is used by the coll for build- 
ing up its tissues. Other investigators, like 
Molisch and Ellis, state that the precipitation 
of ferric hydroxide is a simple chemical phe- 
nomenon and is not connected with the life 


processes of the cell. They believe that the 
accumulations of ferric hydroxide upon these 
organisms or upon their remains is purely me- 
chanical. At the same time they admit the 
association of iron bacteria with iron-bearing 
waters, ond realize that ocherous scums in 
such waters consist largely of bacterial re- 
mains. 

Most of the investigations on iron bacteria 
have been made in Europe and relatively few 
investigators have concerned themaelves with 
the problem. At the present time the writer 
is engaged in a field and laboratory study of 
these organisms and it is hoped that this work 
may throw some further light on the peculiar 
phenomena connected with their activities. 

During the field work it has been found 
that iron bacteria are present in almost all 
iron-lx^aring waters, surface as well as 
underground, Crenoihrix and Spirophyllum 
have been found in city waters, Spirophyllum 
and Oallionella have been found in the under- 
ground workings of mines even to a depth of 
several hundred feet, while Chlamydothrix 
and Spirophyllum have been found in surface 
iron springs and bogs. It seems that the bac- 
terial flora of different localities varies. In 
some localities iron-bearing waters have a 
mixed flora, while in other localities one finds 
almost pure cultures of one or another of the 
higher iron bacteria. Thus some iron springs 
contain big, fluffy masses of Chlamydothrix,, 
while others contain a brownish-yellow deposit 
consisting almost entirely of Spirophyllum, 
Some mines contain in their underground 
workings only Spirophyllum, while others 
contain mixed cultures. The reason for this 
difference is not known, but it is possible that 
the character of the salts in solution influences 
the bacterial flora. 

Lower bacteria, of the coccus or baoiUua 
forms which precipitate ferric hydroxide, are 
more difficult to study than the higher iron 
bacteria, as they can be distinguished only by 
their physiological activities. In order to Atr 
tormine the general distributions of such or- 
ganisms in nature various iron solutions were 
inoculated with different types of water and 
soil and it was found that ferric hydroxide waa 
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precipitated from these solutions after an 
interval of time which varied with the dif- 
ferent inoculations. These experiments show 
the almost univefTsal presence of ori^anisms 
capable of precipitating ferric hydroxide. In 
order to show definitely that organiama were 
responsible for this precipitation, sterilized 
duplicates of the different cultures were pre- 
pared and these did not show any precipita- 
tion. 

It was found likewise that solutions of dif- 
ferent iron salts are affected in a different 
manner during these inoculations. In some 
solutions no precipitate forms, perhaps because 
the salts used inhibit bacterial growth. In 
other solutions, notably solutions of inorganic 
salts, the precipitation of ferric hydroxide 
takes place almost immediately, due to oxida- 
tion by oxygen present in the solvent. Cer- 
tain solutions were kept under anaerobic con- 
ditions by passing carbon dioxide through 
them and it was found that in some of them 
ferric hydroxide was precipitated while in 
others no precipitation took place. In general 
the experiments have shown that precipitation 
may take place from solutions of ferric, as 
well as ferrous salts. 

Up to the present the writer^e attempts to 
isolate the lower bacteria present in soil and 
vrater, which are responsible for the precipita- 
tion of ferric hydroxide, have been unsuccess- 
ful, but it is planned to prepare and to ex- 
periment with various kinds of media in order 
to bring about this result. Until this isola- 
tion has been accomplished it will not be pos- 
sible to study their morphology. 

The morphology of the higher iron bacteria, 
unlike that of the lower, can be studied very 
readily, as they can easily be distinguished 
from other types due to their characteristic 
form. While it is comparatively easy to culti- 
vate Buoh forms as Cr^nothrix and Chlafwydo- 
thrix in the laboratory, it i« extremely difiScult 
to isolate th^ from other forms in order to 
study their physiological processes. This is 
because of the fact that numerous lower bac- 
teria find lodgment on the threads of these 
higher types, and are continually transferred 
witii them. 


One of the principal points of interest in 
connection with these investigations has been 
to note the relation that the iron bacteria 
might have to the formation of iron ore de- 
posits. It has been claimed that they play an 
important part in the formation of numerous 
small deposits of bog iron ore, and it seems 
XK)88ible that their activities may in part be 
responsible for extensive beds of sedimentary 
iron ore as well. Farther, the fact of finding 
iron bacteria in underground mines opens the 
possibility that certain underground deposits 
of iron ore have been formed by them. 

The writer hopes soon to publish a detailed 
report on the results of these various investi- 
gations. 

E. C. Harder 

IT. S. Geoi-ogical Survey 

A TYPICAL CASE 

I HAVE read your correspondent's letter on 

A Typical Case Exemplified ” in the number 
of Science dated May 21, 1915, and I have 
been struck by certain parallels and differences 
in his case and my own case. I feel that per- 
haps my case is worthy of citation. 

I, tr>o, completed my work for the doctorate 
in one of the oldest and largest of eastern in- 
stitutions and, after having spent a year os 
instructor there, came to the northwest at the 
invitation of the president of the institution 
and the bead of my department with the 
promise that I should have a fair opportunity 
for original investigation. During my so- 
journ of five years here, I have encountered 
no such conditions as cited by your corres- 
pondent and know of no such conditions in 
any western institution with which I am fa- 
miliar. Before completing my work for the 
doctorate, I spent my time in three western 
institutions as student and instructor. In all 
of them, I found the research spirit freely en- 
couraged. In my experience I have never 
been told that research was personal and that 
I must bear the expense and take time for it 
from my recreation and sleep. As a rule, the 
man imbued with the research spirit is not 
likdy to allow such obstacles to stand in his 
way without surmounting them and is likely 
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to euifer from a want of recreation and lack 
of sleep. 

The problem before the western institution 
is quite different from that which confronts 
the older eastern institutions. The western 
institutions are in a state of flux and develop- 
ing with the country. They are dependent 
upon the legislatures for part of their income. 
The legislatures are, as a rule, generous, but 
frequently the funds available for appropria- 
tion are not sufficient to meet all demands and 
some one must suffer. The difficulty of finance 
is one not characteristic of western institu- 
tions but nation wide. It thus happens that 
funds for investigation requiring elaborate 
apparatus and equipment are not always avail- 
able. Such conditions can not be laid at the 
door of the administration which, as a rule, 
does the very best it can under given condi- 
tions. 

Considerable space was devoted to the prom- 
inence of extension work and the popular 
place it occupies in the institutions’ activity. 
It is true that extension work occupies an im- 
portant position, but in no sense does it over- 
shadow the research worker. The two go 
rather hand in hand. The extension lecturer 
should be a man possessing the research spirit 
if his extension work is to be of any educa- 
tional value. Extension work is a legitimate 
function of a university in that it extends the 
truth, for no amount of exploration for truth 
is worth the effort it costs but extension be the 
ultimate end. 

Undoubtedly your correspondent’s case is a 
bona fide one, but to assert that such condi- 
tions which he cites are characteristic of our 
western institutions is fallacious. There are 
unquestionably institutions of the character 
he describes but they are not localized in any 
particular section of the country. No man 
need affiliate himself with such an institution, 
for the report of the Federal Educational Com- 
mission and other literature should give some 
evidence in one way or another of such a con- 
dition. 

Our western institutions can not entirely 
disregard the research spirit, for they are look- 
ing towards a wider recognition in the educa- 


tional world; and such recognition can come 
only from the attainments of the individuals 
composing the teaching staff. To suppress the 
spirit of original investigation is to oast them 
into utter oblivion in the field of higher edu- 
cation. 

The thing with which I particularly wish to 
take issue in your correspondent’s letter is the 
statement that research is impossible in the 
western university. The thing which I wish 
to emphasize is that no such condition is char- 
acteristic of the western institution, that 
sporadic eases do exist I do not deny, but such 
cases are not confined to the west but are scat- 
tered nation wide. B. J. Spence 

Univkbsity op North Dakota, 

Grand Forks, N. Dak. 

SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

The Determxnaiion of 8 ex. By L. Doncaster, 
Cambridge University Press, 1914. New 
York, Q. P. Putnam’s Sons. 

Professor Doncaster’s book gives a popular 
account of recent work on sex determination, 
avoiding as far as possible technicalities which 
might embarrass the untrained reader. The 
author has succeeded in his difficult task of 
presenting a considerable body of matter, much 
of it controversial, to a general audience. He 
points out that determination of sex means 
not the control of sex (t. e,, the production of 
sex at will) but the study of the causes that 
lead to the appearance of males and females. 
** We may discover the causes of storms or 
earthquakes, and when our knowledge of them 
is sufficiently advanced we may be able to pre- 
dict them as successfully as astronomers pre- 
dict eclipses, but there is little hope that w© 
shall ever be able to control them.” 

Doncaster is not a little concerned that the 
use of the word cause in connection with sex 
determination be clearly understood. A factor 
A may be invariably followed by a condition 
B, but between the two there may be a chain 
of events B, 0, P. Should B or U or P be 
produced in some other way this would also 
lead to E, Similarly for sex, a female results 
when certain conditions are realized in the 
egg, a male when other conditionfl prevofl. 
This general philosophical point of view W01^ 
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©f oourae, be readily conceded as an article of 
broadmindedness; meanwhile we must wait 
for a Bpeoidc case where it can be shown that 
males and females may be turned out in these 
different ways. Tor, while no one doubts that 
such things as blue ffowera, let us say, may be 
due to different pigments that go back in 
origin to different factors, yet so far as known 
to the reviewer there is no case in the whole 
Mendel ian literature where it has been proved 
that the same (not merely similar) product is 
the result of different factors. 

A somewhat similar question comes up in 
connection with certain attempts that have 
been made to account for departures in the 
sex ratio on the basis that the sex factor has 
become “weakened.” The result would lead 
to complete mix-up of the chromosome rela- 
tions and would lead to chaos in subsequent 
generations if the same kind of “ weakness ” 
kept up. In contrast to such speculations the 
relative constancy of the chromosome number 
must appear an impressive fact. Doncaster 
himself, while lending a syrapatlietic ear to 
those who find difficulties in applying the 
chromosome interpretation to sex determina- 
tion, takes in general the stand with which 
most of us will heartily agree, namely, to 
hold fast to what has been most clearly demon- 
strated and not let the fact that there are 
still unsolved problems confuse the issue. 
Progress in the difficult field of biological re- 
search seems to start from those points where 
the situation is clear. The ever-present at- 
tempts of the obscurantist to befog the issue 
by over emphasizing what is not understood 
is a procedure too familiar to call for more 
than passing comment. Donoaster^a book will 
therefore serve to give balance to the situation 
that is “ developing normally.” 

There are few minor points in the book that 
call for comment. The author has, on the 
whole, most judiciously assigned special dis- 
coveries to their authors without overburden- 
ing the text with names. The omission of 
Stevens’s name on page 63 in connection with 
the discovery of the XY chromosomes in rela- 
tion to sex detenuination is an oversight, 
but some fuller mention might have been ex- 


pected in connection with the history of these 
chromosomes when much less important mat- 
ters receive their historical setting. 

T. H. Morgan 

Columbia tTNivxEsrrT 

The BuUerfiy Quide: a Pocket Manual for 
the Ready Identification of the Commoner 
Species found in the United States and 
Canada. By W. J. Holland, LL.D, 3 jr X 
5j inches; pp. 237; 296 figures in color. 
Doubleday, Page & Co. Cloth. $1. 

Any guide book to the identification of 255 
species of butterflies, that contains 295 finely 
colored figures, that costs only a dollar and 
actually does go into a vest pocket, may truth- 
fully be called a great little book. This, in a 
few words, is a fair description of Dr. W. J. 
Holland’s “ Butterfly Guide.” Apparently it 
is the first of its kind, and also the last word 
(and picture) in butterfly books for availabil- 
ity in the field and home. 

The thirty- thousand-copy success of Dr. Hol- 
land’s original “ Butterfly Book ” may justly 
be regarded as the inspiration for the present 
elegant booldet; and the authors point is well 
taken. This manual is built on the same gen- 
eral lines as Cheater A. Reed’s Pocket Bird 
Guide Series, and the “Birds of New Jersey.” 
True enough, these volumes are none of them 
“reading books,” and in the business of fur- 
nishing means to ends in identifying species 
they stick closely to their trails. 

The purpose of this almost bewildering array 
of colored butterfly pictures is to promote 
identification of strange species, literally in a 
moment; and right well do they serve their 
purpose. Remembering as we do the breezy 
and rare freshness of the author’s literary 
style, the only regret about this volume is that 
it does not and can not furnish room for un- 
limited HoUandesque gossip and disquisition 
on the more interesting species. 

W. T. H. 

BPECIAL ARTICLES 
A NEW DISEASE 07 GERMINATING WHEAT 
While esxaminiug some wheat fields on April 
16 of this year it was noted that there was a 
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considerable unevenness of the stand, there 
being quite a proportion of very weak plants. 
It was known during the season of 1914 that 
these fields were infested by the wheat straw 
worm, Jsosotna grande Riley* and it was 
thought that the weakened plants were due to 
infestations of this insect. Careful cxamina- 
tion, however, did not reveal the presence of 
larvae in the untlirifty plants. While making 
observations two weeks previous to this time 
it was noted that the emerged females of the 
wheat straw worm, Isosoma grande , were ovi- 
positing in the wheat plants, and it was nat- 
urally our first thought, on examining the 
fields the second time, that the weakening of 
the plants was due to the attack of the larvae. 
It may be said in passing that the wheat plants 
were largely volunteer, although some addi- 
tional seed had been sown in the field. 

A number of these plants were carefully ex- 
amined in the laboratory and it was found 
that the attached wheat kernels were infected 
with a fungus which had apparently destroyed 
their contents at or near the time of germina- 
tion. Pure cultures of the organism were 
made and it was found that the fruiting was 
typical in every respect excepting on nutrient 
agar cultures, or cultures which tended to be- 
come dry too readily. 

A search of the literature indicates, in so 
far as I have been able to determine, that this 
disease has not been heretofore noted and that 
the organism has not been previously de- 
scribed. The fungus clearly belongs to the 
genus Fodosporiella, We find only one other 
species under this genus, namely, Podospori- 
ella humilis Ell. & Ev. The fungus is not 
touly parasitic, but seems to attack the wheat 
kernel about the time of germination, com- 
pletely destroying the conteiits in very much 
the same way that the kernel is destroyed by 
smut. The result is that the wheat seedling, 
not getting the proper food supply in the early 
stages of growth, is permanently dwarfed and 
produces few stools. The crop yield is much 
reduced. 

An extended description of the fungus and 
the characteristics of the disease will be given 
in the near future, at which time the fungus 


will be named as a new species of PodoBpofi^ 
ella. P. J. O’Gara 

OCOURRENOH OP THtELAVIA BASIOOLA AS A ROOT 
PARASITE OF WATERMELOK8 IN THE SALT 
LAKE VALLEY, UTAH 

During the current season my attention was 
called to a serious trouble of watermelons, 
Citmllus vulgaris Schrad., in which all the 
plants in an entire field had been lost and even 
a second planting had largely died. Many of 
the plants came above the ground in an ap- 
parently healthy condition, but soon wilted or 

damped off.” Some that did not wilt had a 
chlorotic appearance and upon carefully re- 
moving them from the soil it was found that 
the lower part of the root system bad been de- 
stroyed. These plants had developed many 
lateral roots above the point of injury. Ex- 
amination showed that the roots were badly 
infected with the fungus Thielavia Vasicola 
(B, & Br.) Zoph. In going over the litera- 
ture I find that Gilbert^ ogives a considerable 
list of hosts and the distribution of the 
fungus. This list does not include the water- 
melon and it is therefore apparent that the 
watermelon is a heretofore unreported host 
for this fungus. So far as the writer has been 
able to determine, Thielavia hasicola has not 
been found in any part of the United States 
west of the Mississippi River; at least, it has 
not been found as an active parasite. 

The fungus has been isolated in pure cul- 
ture and baa fruited characteristically, agree- 
ing perfectly with the descriptions as given in 
the literature. P, J, O^Gara 

OOOURRENCE OF THE BACTERIAL DISEASE OF SUDAN 
GRASS IN THE SALT LAKE VALLEY, UTAH 

Only very recently has Sudan grass, Andro- 
pogon sorghum, been introduced into Utah, 
and with it apparently has been introduced 
the bacterial disease. Very recently some 
specimens were brought to the laboratory for 
examination, where it was found that they 
were badly diseased. The elongatedk xod- 
brown blotches were extremely numerous and 
had caused the death of many of the leaves. 

1 Bulletin 158, Bureau of Plant Industryi U, 8. 
Department of Agriculture, October 7, 1909. 
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Most of the lower leaves were entirely dead. 
On the under surface of the spots there was 
apparent the characteristic red crust or scabs. 
This crust consisted of dry bacterial ooze 
which had come from the interior of the blade. 
When sections of the younger spots were put in 
a droplet of water and placed under the micro- 
scope the bacteria could be seen oozing from 
the infected portions in enormous numbers. 
Pure cultures were readily obtained; some of 
the plates contained practically no other or- 
ganism but the causative agent. Colonies on 
nutrient neutral agar formed rather slowly, 
being circular, white or pearly- white in ap- 
pearance. On putting a platinum needle into 
a colony and lifting it, it was noted that the 
organisms adhered in such a way as to be 
stringy or sticky and could be drawn out to 
■considerable length. 

It was at first thought that the organism 
might be one previously described by Smith^ 
aa Bacterium andtopogoni, but there seems to 
be little doubt that the disease is due to the 
broom-corn bacterial organism first studied 
by Dr. Burrill, namely, Bacillus sorghi Bur. 
This disease is one of the chief drawbacks to 
the culture of Sudan grass on the Gulf Coast, 
but whether it will be serious or not in the 
Salt Lake Valley remains to be seen. During 
the present season the month of May was very 
rainy and humid and this probably accounts 
for the rather serious infection of the plants. 
Under normal weather conditions it is quite 
possible that the disease will not prove a seri- 
ous drawback to growing Sudan grass as a 
forage crop. P. J, O'Qara 

Sai/t I/AKB CJitv, Utah, 

June 28, 3915 

THK PENDULUM KEY AND ITS USE FOR REOORDINQ 
THE BEATS OF A METRONOME 

The pendtdum key is a short lever, pivoted 
At one end, and held vertically. It is so ar- 
ranged that a slight lateral displacement of its 
lower end causes it to make an electrical con- 
tact. A platinum pin in this part of the lever 
strikes against a platinum plate fastened to 

'Bacteria in Itelatlon to Plant Diseases,*' 
VoL 2, 1011, Erwin F. Smith. 


the insulated piece from which the lever is 
suspended. This simple apparatus is an ex- 
cellent arrangement for recording the beats of 
a pendulum or a metronome. The writer has 
found it easy to construct such an instrument 
by making a few additions to a key with a 
platinum contact made by the Harvard Ap- 
paratus Company, and used in physiological 
laboratories to make and break a current by 
hand. The sketch shows the key with the ad- 
ditions to hold it in a vertical position. The 



end of a short stud passes through a hole 
drilled in the middle of the slate base, and is 
held by a nut, A steel rod is screwed into the 
other end of the stud with its axis parallel to 
tlie piano of the base, and at right angles to 
the axis of the stud. The pod is held horizon- 
tally by a clamp fixed to the vertical rod of a 
tripod stand. By slightly rotating the key 
around the horizontal rod as an axis, the dis- 
tance separating the platinum point from the 
plate against which it strikes can be varied to 
any desired extent. The lever can be length- 
ened by slipping one end of a short piece of 
rubber tubing over the handle, as is indicated 
in the figure. The tubing acts as a spring in 
breaking the shock of the impulse of the vibra- 
ting rod. The apparatus is placed in such a 
position that it receives a slight tap at the end 
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of the swing of the pendulum; the pin is 
brought in contact with the plate, closing an 
electric circuit, which actuates a time-marker 
writing upon the recording surface. As the 
lever rebounds, and does not make contact 
again until it has received another impulse, 
the electric closure is almost instantaneous. 

The great advantage of this simple arrange- 
ment is that it does not involve any alteration 
in the apparatus with which it is used. A 
cork disc or ball slipped upon the end of the 
vibrating rod is the only addition to the met- 
ronome that is required. The disadvantages 
of a mert^urial contact are avoided, which is 
always desirable, unless special reasons re- 
quire it. 

The apparatus has been tested with a record- 
ing tuning fork and it has been found to give 
satisfactory results with the metronome, 
which, of course, should only be used in ex- 
periments of moderate accuracy. The key is 
probably much more reliable than the metro- 
nome with which it is used. Comparative 
tests of the key and the well-known tambour 
device for recording the beats of a metronome 
were also made, and the key was found much 
more convenient and accurate. 

I have ventured to describe this inexpensive 
piece of apparatus, as its simplicity and effi- 
ciency would seem to commend it to all those 
who employ the inetronome in recording time. 

Fredbriok W, Elub 

Monson, Mass. 


SOClMTy OF AMFFWAN BACTEMIOLOOI8T8 
V 

Indtutriot Boctcriolop^ 

Under the supervision of R. E. Buchanan 
Fr 0 blem$ in Soil Bacteriology: Jacob Q. Lxpmak. 

The student of soil bacteria, and of other soil 
microorganisms, is often struck by the fact that 
there is, apparently, localization of one or another 
of the species in certain spots. To what extent is 
this localisation characteristic of fields, small areas 
in any one field, or soil particles of different min- 
eralogical or other origin T We know, of course, 
that the water films surrounding the individual soil 
particles represent solutions of varying composi- 
tion and concentration. Bnt we have no knowl- 


edge, except of an indirect character, as to the 
very interesting differences which must exist as 
to the numbers and kinds of bacteria in the water 
film surrounding individual particles. 

From other fields of bacteriology, we know that 
there may be associative action, and likewise an- 
tagonism, among species of soil bacteria. But we 
know practically nothing of these relations in the 
soil, nor how these relations may be modified by 
soil treatment or by climatic conditions. 

It has always been my belief that the beneficial 
results ascribed to applications of commercial fer- 
tilizers or of other materials may be due as much 
to the action of such materials on soil microorgan- 
isms as to the action on the crops themselves. 
There is need now for the study of soil bacterio- 
logical problems from this point of view. 

Another problem which is widely recognized of 
importance to soil fertility is the formation of so- 
called humus in the soil. Admitting that humus is 
the result of biological activities, it is for us to 
discover how the composition of the resulting prod- 
uct is affected, not only by vegetable and animal 
substances from which it is derived, but by the 
type of microorganisms concerned in its formation. 

To the problems already mentioned, I might add 
the systematic study of temperature, moisture, aera- 
tion and pressure as factors in influencing bacterio- 
logical activities in the soil. It is possible also, 
that so-called stimulants, like manganese, copper, 
zinc, etc., may react on the activities of soil micro- 
organisms. These problems should receive the at- 
tention of, preferably, a large number of workers. 
It may be added that those and other problems 
studied systematically will help to throw light on 
the production and modification of plant food in 
the soil and on the great industry of crop produc- 
tion. 

The Solution Verew the Soil Method for the Bae- 

teriologioal Examination of Soils: P. E. BaowN* 

From a careful study of the methods which have 
been employed for the bacteriological eaBmdnatio& 
of soils, it is concluded that the "fresh soR" 
method is the most rational which has yet been de- 
vised. A recently proposed modification of the 
solution method, while elimmating some of the ob- 
jections to the old method, is considered to poasese 
many objectionable features, so many as to be of 
very questionable value for the interpreting of re- 
sults from the fertility standpoint. It is urged 
that careful comparative tests be carried out, in 
order to settle definitely the question of which la 
the "beat" method for the b^teriological exiuni- 
nation of soils. 



Skptxmbeb Bj 1915] 


SCIENCE 


817 


iieZatioti of Lime to Prodwiion of Nitratot and 

Mineral Nitrogen: F. M. Soalss. 

The lime requirement of an acid soil waa deter- 
mined by adding yarying quantitiefl of calcium car- 
bonate to weighed portions of the aoil, moiatening 
and, after an hour, testing with litmus paper until 
a quantity wajs found that gave a neutral reaction. 
The lime requirement by the Veitch method waa 
the same as the above. Fractions and multiples 
of this requirement were added to 1 00 gm. portions 
of soil which received in addition for one dupli- 
cate set ammonium sulphate and for another dupli- 
cate set alfalfa powder. They were moistened 
with 18 per cent, of distilled water and incubated 
for three weeks at 28® to 30® 0. Determinations 
of nitrate and mineral nitrogen present in the 
samples showed that the nitrifying bacteria were 
most active in the presence of 50 per cent, of the 
calcium carbonate requirement and the ammonify- 
ing and nitrifying groups combined in the presence 
of 75 per cent, of the amount required according to 
the chemical determinations. In this particular soil 
an excess of calcium carbonate waa markedly toxic 
for the nitrifying organisms and not stimulating 
for the ammonifiers. Some common crop plants 
are to be grown on this and other soils containing 
varying quantities of lime to determine what re- 
lation exists between the lime requirement for 
optimum nitrification and for ammonification and 
nitrification combined and that for the best growth 
of the plants. 

A Soil Sampler for Soil BacteriologisU : H. A. 

Noybb. 

The object of this sampler is to furnish a piece 
of apparatus which will sample the soil under one 
system of cultivation as well as under another. It 
also becomes the container for the soil after the 
sample is taken. 

The sampler is a brass tube 11 inches long, with 
one end mode into a cutting edge. This cutting 
edge is so made that the soil is not appreciably 
compacted when the sample is taken. The end hav- 
ing the cutting edge is furnished with a tight- 
fitting brass cap two Inches in height The open 
end, plugged with absorbent cotton, makes the 
sampler complete. The procedure in using this 
apparatus follows: Plug and cap as many samplers 
u you wish to take samples of soil; sterilize them 
in the hot air steriliser and take them to the field. 
Bemove a cap from a sampler, insert the driving 
head above the cotton plug and drive the sampler 
into the ground to the desired depth, pull it out, 
flame and return the oap and the sample is ready 
to take to the laboratory. 


The sampler has the following properties which 
ere important in bacteriological work: Baslly ster- 
ilized; easily kept clean; easily manipulated; du- 
rable. 

The Effect of Phoepluitee and Sulphates on Soil 

Bacteria; E. B, Fred. 

The influence of Inorganic fertilisers on the bac- 
terial processes of the soil has not received much 
attention. For this reason a study of the effect of 
some of the pure salts of those elements which con- 
stitute an important part of commercial fertilizers 
was undertaken. 

The aim was to determine, if possible, the 
influence of phosphates and sulphates upon the 
activities of soil bacteria and determine if the 
fertilizing effect of these substances could be ex- 
plained in part by the promotion of bacterial 
action. 

The following methods were employed : 

Hate of ammonification in solution and in soil; 
this was conducted with pure and with mixed cul- 
tures of bacteria. Aside from this, determinations 
were made of the relation of the number of cells 
to the amount of nitrogen ammonified. To show 
this relation, plate counts were used. The nitrogen 
for ammonification was added to the solution in 
the form of peptone and to soil in the form of 
casein. The rate at which the nitrogen of these 
substances ia converted into ammonia, was deter- 
mined by distilling with magnesium oxide. The 
cultures were incubated at room temperature and 
at different intervals the amount of ammonia de- 
termined. 

Monobasic potassium phosphate in peptone solu- 
tion caused a great increase in the production of 
ammonia. This is noted with a pure-culture yel- 
low ammonifier and with a suspension of soil bac- 
teria. The gain was greatest at the end of the 
first two days. 

Merckxs precipitated calcium phosphate caused 
a slight increase in ammonification, but not nearly 
so large as the monobasic potassium phosphate. 

Sulphates of calcium and potassium increased 
ammonification to a small extent. 

The aotion. of monobasic potassium phosphate 
was far greater than that of potassium sulphate. 
From this it seems that the potassium ion does 
not materially influence ammonification. 

The results of plate counts show that monobasic 
potassium phosphate causes an enormous increase 
in multipUeation of bacteria. This is followed by 
a rise in ammonia. The ammonia production, how- 
ever, is not in proportion to the number of bao- 
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teria. This Beems rather to be a result of increaaa 
in the number of cella than increase in individual 
cell activity. 

All of the phosphates gave a large increase in 
the number of soil bacteria. There was only a 
slight increase from the sulphatea 

The same relative effect of phosphates and sub 
phates V7aB noted in the case of carbon-dioxide 
evolution. 

From the results of this work, as a whole, the 
following conclusion may be drawn: 

That possibly the increased crop production 
which results from the application of soluble phos- 
phates is due in part to the promotion of bacterial 
activity. 

The details will appear iu a future publication. 
Th& Effect of Green Manures on the Germination 

of Various ^^eed: E. B. Fasa). 

When green manures are turned under and the 
soil planted immediately, a decrease iu germina- 
tion may result.® 

This problem was considered of sufficient im^ 
portance to warrant a series of field and labora- 
tory experiments in an endeavor to find some ex- 
planation for this phenomenon. The causes that 
might be offered to account for the harmful influ- 
ence of green manures on seed germination are: 

First, that the green manure not only causes a 
marked increase in number of bacteria, but also a 
change In the flora. 

Second, that the great increase in number of 
bacteria results in a possible accumulation of some 
substance or substances, toxic to germination. 

Third, that the rapid multiplication of microor- 
ganisms greatly increases their metabolism. 

In order to gain some idea of the practical im- 
portance of this problem, a series of field tests was 
conducted. The results of this work show that 
when green clover or oat tissue is turned under 
and the land planted immediately, there is a dis- 
tinct decrease in. the rate of germination with cot- 
ton, soy bean and hemp seed. The cereals, com 
and oats fail to show any injury from green ma- 
nures. After twenty-five days the injurious factor 
seems to have disappeared entirely. 

Under greenhouse conditions it has been found 
that small amounts — 0.25 per cent. — of green ma- 
nures are injurious to the germination of cotton 
seed. Larger amounts are more effective. 

The addition of calcium carbonate to the green 
manure fails to prevent the injurious action. 

The degree of retardation seems to vary some- 
what with the soil i^pe; in heavy soils green ma- 

e Hoffman, Exp. fita. Boll. 228, 1013, p. 26. 


nures have their most marked effect; furthermore 
an increase in moisture causes a decrease in rate of 
germination. 

When peptone and casein are added in the 
same nitrogen ratio as the green manure, no de- 
crease in germination is noted. Soluble carbo- 
hydrates in amounts of 1 to 2 per cent, retarded 
the rate of germination, but did not cause the seed 
to decay as in the case of green manures. 

Determinations of carbon dioxide and ammonia 
in green manure soils were made. Periodic anal- 
yses failed to show the presence of these in quan- 
tities great enough to account for the injury to 
seed germination. 

A more complete report of this work will appear 
in bulletin form. 

Standard Methods of Sarteriological Analysis of 

Milh: If. W. Conn. 

Professor Conn gave an account of an extended 
series of cooperative experiments in four labora- 
tories in New York upon the reliability of the 
bacteriological examination of milk, and as a re- 
sult of the facts that were brought out by the co- 
operative tests, reportcNi that the Committee on 
Standard Methods of the American Public Health 
Association had made the following changes in 
methods of milk analysis. 

First, that beef extract (Liebig) be substituted 
for beef infusion in the making of agar media. 

Second, that 1.2 per cent, dry agar or ],5 per 
cent, ordinary moist agar be the amount used in 
standard medium. 

Third, the acidity of standard medium shall be 
1 per cent. 

Fourth, all plates shall be incubated at 371 de- 
grees for 48 hours before count ing. 

Fifth, plates shall be counted with a magnifying 
power of 31 diameters. 

The AlhaU-forming Bacteria Found in Milk: S. 

Hxney Aters and Philip Bitpp. 

The alkali -forming bacteria may be broadly de- 
fined as those which produce an alkaline reaction 
in milk within 7 days, due to the oxidation of salts 
of organic acids, which results in the formation of 
alkali carbonates. No visible sign of peptoniaa- 
tion is produced. 

Probably all the alkali-forming bacteria produse 
ammonia upon long inoculation, but the prelimi- 
nary alkaline reaction is due to the production of 
alkali carbonates and not to ammonia. The pres- 
ence of alkali carbonates in milk can be deter- 
mined; by the addition of casein dissolved in 
sodium phosphate. 
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Alkall-formiag bacteria are very commotL in 
milk, but would rarely be noticed on litmuS’lac- 
toae agar plates. They can be found by inocu- 
lating into tubes of litmus milk and observing the 
reaction after 7 to 14 days' incubation at 30® C, 

The alkoli-fonning bacteria can obtain their ni- 
trogen from meat juices, peptone, casein, gelatin, 
and many can also, with few exceptions, use nitro- 
gen from inorganic salts, such as sodium ammo- 
nium phosphate and probably all ammonium salts; 
also from sodium nitrate and nitrite. 

The beet source of carbon seems to be the salts 
of organic acids. 

Since various cultures ferment salte of different 
organic acids, we hope to be able to classify this 
group of bacteria on these fermentations. Tn 
sugar brotUa only an alkaline reaction is produced 
and consequently the sugar fermentation is of no 
value as a means of classification. 

We believe the fermentation of salts of organic 
acids will be of great value in the classification of 
bacteria, particularly soil bacteria, which do not 
ferment sugars when present in broth. 

Difcompoaition of Casein in Preseitce of Salt hy 

Putter Flora: Chas. W. Brown. 

The casein in butter during storage is slowly 
broken down into amino-acids and ammonia. Ni- 
trogen, as amino -acids and ammonia, in percentage 
of the total nitrogen in un salted butter (average 
of tuba from throe creamer ies) was found to bo 
6.71 per cent, at first and 7.59 per cent, after 240 
days' storage at 21® F.; in salted butter from the 
same three churnings and stored in the same stor- 
age was found 6,71 per cent, at first and 8.19 per 
cen/t. after 240 days. And again, in salted butter 
made from pasteurized and from unpasteurized 
cream, the percentage (average of 20 tubs) in- 
creased from 6.24 to 6.86 per cent, for the pas- 
teurized and from 7.68 per cent, to 8.25 per cent, 
for the unpaateurized during storage at 0“ F. for 
428 days. 

Pure cultures of twelve diffeirent bacteria iso- 
lated from storage butter when introduced sepa- 
rately into flasks of sterile separated milk and 
also into other flasks of the same milk to which 
was added 6 per cent, sterile salt and incubated at 
£0*' 0,, caused a decomposition of the casein dur- 
ing 1, 3 and 7 days as follows: The nitrogen (per 
eent. of total milk) found as oaseoses and 
caseones (average for 12 dLffetent bacteria) was 
0.031 per cent., 0.087 per oeai and 0.064 per cent, 
in pkdn milk; and 0.080 per eent, 0.034 per cent, 
and 0.042 per cent, in milk with 6 per cent, salt; 


the nitrogen found as amino-aeide and ammonia 
was 0,031 per cent., 0.042 per cent, and 0.076 per 
cent, for plain milk and 0.028 per cent., 0.036 per 
cent, and 0,041 per cent, for salted milk. 

While the activities of butter flora in the de- 
composition of casein milk with or without salt 
can not be considered to parallel their action in 
butter, yet can we not assume safely that at least 
part of the casein decomposition in butter is due 
to tho butter flora f 

The Presence of Streptooocai in the Milk of Nor- 
mal Animals: J. M. Sherman and E. Q. Hast- 
ings. 

In many public-health laboratories the routine 
examination of milk includes tests for stropto- 
cocci. The supposed relation between udder strep- 
tococci and septic sore throat in mgn is the rea- 
son for making such examinations, 

The examination of the milk from 88 individual 
animals in four herds demonstrated the presence 
of streptococci in 38.6 per cent, of the samplea of 
milk. The animals wore all free from udder 
trouble. The examination of the product of twelve 
herds demonstrated the presence of streptococci 
in the milk of ten of the twelve examined. In 
all of tho above cases 1/100 c.c. of milk was used. 

It would seem that the milk of healthy animals 
frequently contains streptococci at the time it is 
drawn from the udder, and that before much 
emphasis can bo placed on the detection of these 
organisms in milk, methods by which harmful 
types can be differentiated from the harmless ones 
must bo devised. 

The milk of most of the herds examined was 
used chiefly for the feeding of children. No 
known cases of trouble have resulted. 

The Refrigeration of a Oity'$ Millc Supply: 
Cableton Bates. 

This paper sets forth the plan of a milk cam- 
paign as conducted by the Bureau of (Ihemistry, 
X/. 8. Department of Agriculture. It further sets 
forth the results of the bacteriological examina- 
tions of a city's supply, the causes of the high 
bacteriological counts obtained, and means em- 
ployed for remedying the causes. 

The chief cause of the high bacteriological counts 
was due to non-refrigeration of milk in transit, 
the average temperature of the milk upon receipt 
in the city being about 66® F, This milk was en 
route from six to twelve hours. 

After refrigeration had been provided by the 
railroads the milk, at the present time, Is being 
received In the city at about 48® F. 
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Slimy and Mopy Millc: B. £. Buohanax and B. 
W. Hammer. 

A study of alimy and ropy milk sent for ex- 
amination to the l>airy Bacteriological Idsibora- 
tories of Iowa State College has shown the fol- 
lowing: 

1. Cultures of organisms secured from slimy 
starters, apparently tyjncal Streptococcus lactious 
forms, sometimes showed marked capacity to pro- 
duce ropiness when inoculated into sterile milk. 

2. Associative action of organisms in some cases 
is responsible for ropiness. 

3. Baotefmm {laciUt) viscosum is one common 
cause of slimy milk. 

4. Certain peptonizing bacteria, aa Boot, pepto- 
penes produce a very slimy residuum after diges- 
tion of the casein. 

5. Bacterium bulgarioum and certain related 
high acid organisms frequently produce marked 
viscosity in milk. 

■Sliminoss in milk, therefore, is apparently due to 
different causes with different organisms. 

Methods of control and prevention of slimy 
milk are discussed. 

Descriptions of thirty-three species of bacteria 
that have been found associated with milk are 
given, and the literature reviewed. 

Factors Influencing the Besktanoc of Lactic Acid 

Bacteria to Baateurization : K. Peiskb. 

In milk and cream pasteurized at 63" C. (145* 
P.) for twenty minutes in a “Perfection** Pas- 
teurizer (200 gal. capacity) were found a num- 
ber of strains of the Bad. lactis dcidi type whose 
thermal death-point in broth is below the pas- 
teurization temperature. 

The thermal death -point of a number of these 
strains was determined in bouillon (10® acid to 
phenolphtalein) and in boiled whole milk, sepa- 
rated milk and milk serum, with the result that 
the average thermal death -point is in whole milk 
5° 0., in separated milk 2.5® C., and in whey 
0.5® 0., higher than in bouillon. These results 
indicate that the protection given to the sus- 
pended lactic bacteria by the casein and coagu- 
lated albumen of separated milk raised their ther- 
mal death-point 2.6® C. and that the protein and 
fat of whole milk raises their thermal death -point 
6® C. In this we see a reason why some bacteria 
whose thermal death-point is low are found In 
pasteurized milk. 

Baateria in Preserved Eggs: MAtm Mason Obst. 

Commercial and strictly fresh June eggs packed 
in solutions Of 1 1 6, 1 : 30, 1 : 15, 1: 20 parts com- 
mercial waterglass, and in saturated lime solutions 


were stored in laboratory, bam, cellar and at 
34® F. Thermograph records were kept. Bae- 
teriologieal and chemical examinations were made, 
also cooking experlmants and parc^-post shipments. 

Temperature of 80® F. in laboratory permitted 
rapid multiplication of bacteria in eggs. 

Barn temperature varied from 10® F. to 87® F. 
Bggs froze in solutions, later some thawed with- 
out breaking and at end of experiment showed 
no effects attributable to freezing. Bacterial con- 
tent was uniform and fairly low. Bacterial in- 
crease in commercial eggs in 1 : 10 waterglass was 
rapid, especially in albumen, during first two 
months of storage. 

Eggs stored in cellar held a uniformly low bac- 
terial content throughout experiments 

At 34® F. eggs showed exceptionally low 
counts. 

Waterglass solutions contained: practically no 
bacteria per e.c. after five months of storage. 
Average bacterial content of eggs in nearly every 
lime solution increased more rapidly than in water- 
glass, necessitating the discard of certain lime so- 
lutions early in experiment. 

Curves were plotted showing increase of aver- 
age bacterial content in relation to length of stor- 
age. Bacterial content of albumen In most cases 
remained lower or equal to that of yolks for 160 
or 250 days of storage, then the former increased 
markedly and generally far exceeded that of the 
yolk. 

From good eggs were isolated: M. aurantiacus, 
B. prodigiosus, B. suhiilis, B, pyooyemeus^ B. 
fluorescens liquefacienSf B. termo, B. sopfl. One 
decomposed egg contaizied B, proteus in large 
numbers. 

Some Methods and Appliances Used the Ele* 

mentary Courses in Bacteriology : W, H, WEroHT 

AND E. G. Baatinos. 

A description of the laboratory equipment used 
with large classes. 

The Effect of Certain Orgtmio SoU Constituents 

on the Fixation of Nitrogen hy Asotohaeter: 

Bbucx Williams. 

This paper reports a study on the effect of vari- 
ous organic compounds on the growth of Azoto- 
bacter. The compounds used were those likely to 
be constituents of the soil. 

One liter Erlenmeyer flasks, to which were added 
15 grams of pure sea sand, previously washed and 
burned, afforded an excellent surface upon which 
Asotobader developed. To each of these flasks 
was added 100 c.c. of Ashby's media. 
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The fladur weie sterilixed under 15 pounds of 
steam preestire for 15 minutes. After this steriliza- 
tion, the compounds were introduced into the dsyalm 
in desired concentrations and all flasks received 
equal inoculation of pure cultures of Aeotohacter 
previously iprown on Ashby’s agar and suspended 
in sterile water. Two flasks were set up for each 
ooznpound in every concentration and two control 
flasks receiving only inoculation were used to test 
the flzation power of the culture used. All flasks 
were incubated for 21 days, at the end of which 
time nitrogen determinations of the content of 
each flask were made by the Kjeldahl method. 

In studying compounds which contain nitrogen 
^our flasks instead of two were eet up with each 
compound, two of the flasks receiving Inoculation 
with Ajsotohacter and the remaining two used as 
controls for the nitrogen content of the compound — 
those latter flasks were kept in the incubator room 
during the period of incubation. 

The concentrations employed were on the basis 
of p.p. MU. or 0.025, 0.05, 0.1 and 0,2 gram per 
liter. 

The results of the study indicate that fixation 
of nitrogen by Asotohaoter is only slightly in- 
fluenced by most of the compounds investigated. 

Hydroquinone and sulicylio aldehyde revealed 
the most toxic properties of any oompormds stud- 
ied. 

EscuHn, quinio acid and bomeol afforded 
marked stimulation to the growth of the organ- 
iSBL 

The effects of the compounds on Astoiobactm' 
are not, as a rule, in a:).:ord with what has been 
reported of their action on the higher plants. In 
concentrations which are fatal to certain higher 
plants, many of the compounds only slightly de- 
pressed fixation. 

Such compounds as nicotine, picoline, guanidine 
and skatol inhibited toxic properties commensurate 
to those usually ascribed to these substances. 
Caffeine appeared to stimulate the growth of the 
organism. 

Many of the nitrogenous compounds used which 
have bean r^rted as benefleial to higher plants 
exercised a marked depression on flxatiou. It ap- 
pears that the simpler compounds were more 
pronouneed in this respect tiian were the more 
complex ones. It is suggested that this oondition 
is not one of toxicity, but that the nitrogen of the 
compounds was utilized by Aeotdba/ater in pref- 
efesute to that of the atmosphere. Urea, glyeoooU, 
fonnamlde and alUmtoin were especially active 
in d^res^g flkatibn. 


ffelotfOA 0 / lumbers of Bitepiocoocus laotious to 

Afnount of Aoid J^ormsd in MUk and Crecm: 

P. Q. EniKaicANK. 

Erlenmeyer flasks were filled with 250 c.e. each 
of milk and cream. Three flasks of each series 
were sterilized and then inoculated with a culture 
of Str. laotioxu in litmus milk. Three flasks of raw 
milk and cream were also inoculated. Three flasks 
of each were left to sour epontaneously. The 
flasks were incubated at three different tempera- 
tures, 87“, 20“ and J*. Plates were prepared 
from the original mill' or cream and the number 
of bacteria counted. The acidity was determined 
by titration with one twentieth normal sodium 
hydrate phenolphthalein as indicator. Every day 
for ten days the milk was titrated and counts 
made by plating. The determinations were made 
with the cream for eight days. 

The following facts were observed: 

1. The amount of acid formed during the sour- 
ing process of milk or cream is not solely de- 
pendent upon the number of bacteria present of 
the 8tr. lootious group. Temperature and the 
presence of other bacteria may influence tbe re- 
sult. 

2. In raw milk or cream or in raw milk or 
cream inoculated with cultures of 5<f. lactiaus 
the number of bacteria increases to a given point 
and then decreases. The higher tbe temperature 
up to 37“ G. the earlier is the maximum num- 
ber reached. 

3. Coagulation of milk or cream is not depend- 
ent solely upon a certain amount of acid or a 
certain number of bacteria. 

4. After the decline in numbers the amount of 
acid continues to increase, probably due to 
enzyme action. 

6. At 87“ extraordinarily large amounts of acid 
may be formed, due probably to the presence of 
members of the group of laeto bacilli. 

The VariabUity of Two Bitaim of Btreptocoecua 

Laatioui: P. G. Hkikkuann. 

The present investigation was conducted to deter- 
mine the possibility of varying tbe fermentative 
power of Btr, laotious by animal passage. Two 
strains were isolated and inoculated into rab- 
bits and guinea-pigs. Tbe amount of acid pro- 
duced by the original culture was determined by 
titration after three days’ incubation at 37“ C. 
After each passage the recovered organism was 
again inoculatedl into the solutions of test sub- 
stances and the acid determined again. The 
ambunV of available free oxygen was regulated by 
filling nessler tubes with definite amounts of the 
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test solutionB. The test substances used were dex- 
trose, lactose, saccharose, raffinose, inulin, salicin 
and maimit. 

The main conclusions reached by the work are: 

1. The power to hemolyze human and goat’s 
blood may be acquired to some extent by animal 
passage. 

Animal passage develops and increases viru- 
lence of Sir. laoticus. 

3. Virulence develops more rapidly in rabbits 
than in guinea-pigs. 

4. By animal passage amount of acid pro- 
duced in the original strain decreases progres- 
sively and fermentation of some of the substances 
is inhibited. 

, 5. Raffinose and inulin, which were not fer- 
mented by the original strains, were fermented 
to a limited degree after animal passage. 

6. Presence of free oxygen seems to favor the 
production of acid. Under anaerobic conditfons 
less acid was produced than with free access of 
oxygen. Under anaerobic conditions fewer sub- 
stances were fermented than under aerobic con- 
ditions. 

Baoterwl Infection of 'FresK JSggs: Dorothy 

W. Caldwbll, 

This paper presented the results of a baoterio* 
logical study of fresh eggs carried on at the Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station of the Rhode Island 
State Oollege. The results are, briefly, as follows: 

1. Of 2,510 fresh eggs from fl5 hens, examined 
by the indirect method, 8.8 per cant, showed in- 
fection in the yolk. 

2. None of 111 whites examined showed infec- 
tion, while the yolks of the same eggs gave a per- 
centage of infection (4.5) less than the average 
for the series (8.8). 

3. The percentages of infection obtained for 
individual hens per year varied between 2.8 and 
15.0, the average being 8.0 per cent, per year. 
No hen laid sterile eggs during a whole year. 

4. No correlation was observed between the per- 
centage of infection for any individual and the 
degree of fecundity of that individual. 

5. Approximately the same amount of infec- 
tion was found among fertile eggs (0.9 per cent, 
infected out of 422 eggs examined) as among in- 
fertile (8.9 per cent infected out of 315 egge). 

0. The infection of eggs in the degree made ap- 
parent by the present studies seemed to have no 
unfavorable effect upon their batchabllity. 

7. Practically no difference between the per- 
centages of infeotiqn of eggs from pullets and 
from hens in their second laying year was found. 


8. No definite seasonal variation was observed 
in the bacterial content of the eggs examined. 

9. No definite conclusions can be drawn from 
these studies regarding the influence of tempera- 
ture upon the detection of infection is fresh eggs. 

10. From fifty-seven infected eggs out of 737 
examined in one of the series, 37 bacterial types 
were isolated, among which were seven cocci, 
eleven motile rods, eighteen uon-motile rods and 
one spirillum. 

11. Control plates exposed under the hood in 
which the examinations were made yielded a va- 
riety of organisms, largely chromogeni. This 
series, as a whole, did not resemble the series of 
egg organisms. 

Regarding the source of infection, this study 
indicated that the penetration of the shell after 
the egg had been laid, or infections during the 
passage of the egg through the cloaca, or during 
fertilization or while the albumen or the shell 
were being deposited, are, to say the least, un- 
common. It seems more likely that infection of 
fresh eggs is largely due to occasional chance in- 
fections with harmless organisms taking place 
within the ovary of the fowl. 

A New MicroMoopia Test for Pasteuriged Milk: 

W. D. Frost. 

This test differs from a similar one described in 
1911 by Frost and Bavenel, in the method of ap- 
plying the stain, the nature of the stain and the 
principle involved. A few cubic centimeters of 
milk have mixed with them one fifth as much of 
a saturated aqueous solution of methylene blue. 
This colored milk is allowed to stand about 30 
minutes; it is then centrifuged and the sediment 
spread on a glass slide. When dry it is ready for 
examination. 

In raw milk the mieroseopic field is Staiaed a 
uniform blue in which appear dear areas which 
are either fat globules or leucocytes. The poly- 
znorphonudear cells are irregular in outline, about 
12 mikrons in diameter and unstained or only 
slightly tinged. The eediment from milk heated 
to 80® 0. or above presents a very different pic- 
ture. The polymorphonuclear leuooeytes ore 
rounded up and shrunken so that they are only 
about 8 mikrons in diameter and the nuclei are 
de^ly etalned. 

The method requires little more time than It 
does to make a fat determination and is appar- 
ently as simple and accurate as the laboratory 
diagnosis of diphtheria or raHea 

A. Paassik Hitobinu, 
Secreitarg 
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CONSEEVATION AND TSE VETEEINAEIAN^ 

As civilization advances and freer com- 
merce develops with other nations, new 
conditions arise. New dangers menace our 

82S 

plant as well as our animal food supply. As 

farmers must now contend with the San 

827 Jose scale and other insect pests which 

formerly caused no concern but now 

threaten his fruit and other crops, so must 
330 ♦ ^ 

the veterinarian realize that new dangers 

332 in the form of foreign diseases as rinder- 
pest, foot and mouth disease, trypanosomes 

333 and possibly others may at any time invade 
our territory. Aside from the possibility 
of the danger of this foreign invasion, the 

339 diseases already established here in the 
form of glanders, anthrax, tuberculosis, 
abortion and sterility are sufficient cause 
for the most serious apprehension. The 
condition may soon arrive, if it has not 
alr^y arrived, when, in certain sections, 
840 it ^11 be difficult to maintain the normal 
size of the herds, letting alone the question 
. of surp™ stock for the market, because of 
the ravages of bovine diseases. If there is or 
should be difficulty in maintaining the size 
of the herds as they now are, the problem 
06 of rearing surplus animals is indeed a 
serious one. 

The old order changeth. The day when 
the only desirable practise was in the city, 
and this was concerned principally with 
the horse, has gone by. While the automo- 
bile has undoubtedly affected city practise, 
it is no more likely to supplant the horse 

1 A portion of the president 'a addreas presented 
at the twenty-sixth annual meeting of the New 
York State Veterinary Medical Society, Ithaca, 
N. Y., Aogtwt 3, 1916. 
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than did the trolley cars and bicycles. 
Aside from his use as a beast of burden, the 
horse will still be indispensable in safe* 
guarding human lives by the production of 
serums and antitoxins. Within our own 
generation there was a time when the price 
of farm products sank almost to the vanish* 
ing point. In some of the northwestern 
states, it was reported, horses could not be 
given away and many were turned loose 
upon the plains and mountain-sides to gain 
what sustenance they could. This was not 
far from the period when the automobile 
first began to attract notice, and although 
the automobiles have shown a phenomenal 
increase in number, the census retumg 
show, also, a marked increase in the num- 
ber of horses and a still greater increase in 
their value. The demand for horses from 
this country in connection with the Eu- 
ropean war will serve to stimulate their 
production, and for a period after the war 
we may expect a further demand in order 
to restock the countries that are now being 
devastated. With his master the horse has 
taken an important part in war and the 
conquest of nations. Like his master fe is 
subject to death and fearful injury. It is 
therefore no more than an act df justice 
that in the present war an organization 
known as the blue cross has been effected 
for the purpose of aiding wounded horses. 
Above all is humaneness. This quality 
needs cultivation in time of peace as well 
as war and veterinarians will do well to 
consider it not only in their own practise, 
but by showing a sympathetic interest and 
activity in local humane societies. 

While the civilized world has shuddered 
at the horrors of the trenches of the Eu- 
ropean warfare, there has been a tragedy 
of the trenches in our own country which, 
although not seriously involving human 
life, has nevertheless caused great hard- 


ship and paralyzed agricultural pursuits 
in certain localities. 

The lives of thousands of our domes- 
ticated animals have been sacrificed, threat- 
ening more or less seriously our food and 
milk supi)ly. This foreign invasion of an 
insidious infectious disease has necessitated 
the expenditure of a vast amount of money 
and has invoked the highest skill and 
strategy of the veterinary profession to ex- 
terminate an enemy so fatal to our re- 
sources. 

Although the trenches have been filled 
and the green sod of the pasture marks 
the lasting resting-place of the many vic- 
tims of the foot and mouth disease, there 
remains an aftermath of bitterness on the 
part of many stockmen and others who 
have suffered loss from the ravages of the 
disease and the restrictions imposed by the 
quarantine. This bitterness has been di- 
rected largely toward the Bureau of Animal 
Industry, because of delay in diagnosis and 
quarantine restrictions. The sentiment of 
hostility has been crystallized in a resolu- 
tion adopted by the National Society of 
Record Associations representing thirty- 
four pure-bred-stock breeder's associations 
with a combined membership of 110,000 
breeders of pure-bred live stock in the 
United States. 

This resolution puts the association *‘on 
record as favoring and strenuously urging 
that the live-stock interests ... repre- 
sented in an official capacity in the United 
States Department of Agriculture by an as- 
sistant Secretary of Agriculture who shall 
be a practical stockman, and not a scien- 
tist by profession, such officer to be the 
ranking officer in immediate charge of the 
live-stock interests and sanitary regulations 
administered by the Bureau of Animal In- 
dustry/^ 

A second resolution urges the adoption 
of state and national legislation p^vifduig 
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for just compensation at market value for 
all stock, pedigreed or otherwise, destroyed 
by state or nation, in the work of extirpa- 
ting animal diseases; such compensation 
to be fixed by two appraisers, one ap- 
pointed by the sanitary authorities and the 
other by the owner of the stock, etc.” 

The bitterness has apparently been in- 
tensified by the appraisals of the agents of 
the bureau, unsatisfactory to the owners of 
pure-bred and high-grade live stock. There 
are apparently two questions involved: 
one is the delay in diagnosis and quaran- 
tine, the other is the matter of the appraisal 
of prize cattle. Thus far only one side of 
the question has been heard and it would 
seem fitting tliat judgment of the bureau 
should be suspended until the report of the 
committee of investigation is available. 
Whatever the blame for the outbreak, there 
can be no serious criticism of the efforts of 
the veterinarians to eradicate it. All that 
was humanly possible was done to check 
its progress after the disease was deter- 
mined, and it is only fair to render credit 
for what has been accomplished. We do 
not believe the veterinarians should be de- 
posed as administrators of sanitary affairs. 
We do not believe a stockman, ‘*not a 
scientist,” no matter how high bis business 
qualifications, could have rendered more 
efficient service in cleaning up the outbreak 
than have the veterinarians. 

Sanitary administration is one thing ; ap- 
praisal is another. Appraising does not 
come in the veterinary curriculum. We 
believe the two should not be confused, 
^he second resolution of the National 
Becords Association is an admission that 
the remedy for this cause of bitterness is 
legislation by the states and nation and in 
this remedy the stockman^ may expect the 
hearty cooperation of the veterinarian. It 
is gratifying at this time to say that New 
York state is the first to enact legislation of 


this character. Because appraisals are not 
satisfactory is no reason why veterinarians 
ritould be displaced in the administration 
of sanitary affairs. The remedy is in 
legislation. 

Lamentable as this experience with foot 
and mouth disease has been, it points the 
way clearly, among other things, to the 
fact that a technical veterinary education 
should be built upon something more than 
a grammar-school foundation. Something 
more than the general education of a child 
of thirteen or fourteen years should form 
the basis of a preparation for technical 
studies which are to fit him to stand as a 
bulwarir of protection between insidious 
diseases, on the one hand, and the health of 
millions of dollars’ worth of live stock, on 
the otheA 

Some years ago a former Secretary of 
Agriculture, with the idea of improving the 
service of the United States Veterinary In- 
spectors, through a committee of veterina- 
rians, formulated certain changes in the 
curricula of the veterinary schools. The 
recommendations of the committee were 
converted into regulations by the Secretary 
of Agriculture and the United States Civil 
Service Commission. Although it was stated 
that there was no desire to control the 
schools, but merely to make known the re- 
quirements of the government for grad- 
uates who planned to enter the service of 
the Bureau of Animal Industry as vet- 
erinary inspectors, the effect was much the 
same as control, as apparently none of the 
intitutions were desirous of being omitted 
from the list of eligible schools as pub- 
lished ly the department. We have always 
felt that the secretary erred in regarding 
the curriculum as more important than 
the man. 

To improve conditions it would seem 
logical that the effort should begin at the 
fovmdation and that it should be unneoes- 
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sary for outbreaks of animal diseases in- 
volving millions of dollars of property to 
force home to us the fundamental knowl- 
edge that it is the quality of the man that 
counts. 

One basic step toward the prevention of 
a repetition of serious outbreaks in the 
future is the requirement of at least a high- 
school rather than a grammar-school foun- 
dation for a proper veterinary education. 
The National Society of Record Associa- 
tions, representing 110,000 breeders of 
pure-bred live stock, and the Secretary of 
Agriculture may do well to consider seri- 
ously an agitation for and an insistence 
upon a better fundamental education for 
those who are to enter veterinary work. 
The veterinary can not take its place with 
other learned professions until it conforms 
to the same standard of requirements. The 
fault has been with the system. The weak 
link in the educational chain has been the 
low entrance requirements. With this link 
strengthened, with a strong foundation 
upon which to build the veterinary curri- 
culum, there is hope for the future. 

A further safeguard against outbreaks of 
infectious diseases is the establishment of a 
system of district veterinarians on a plan 
similar to that in use in some foreign coun- 
tries. If county agents are of benefit in 
the progress of agriculture, if the twenty 
health supervisors of the state are of service 
in the physical uplift of the population by 
preventing and restricting human diseases, 
then it is equally important in the conser- 
vation of our resources that there should be 
district veterinarians. The duty of a dis- 
trict veterinarian should be to keep a close 
supervision over all transactions involving 
the possible introduction and spread of in- 
fectious diseases of animals as well as other 
matters pertaining to them. He should 
also have supervision over a state meat in- 
spection service. Bovine tuberculosis alone, 


the control of which is estimated to cost the 
state about $3,000,000 annually, would 
warrant the services of a skilled veterina- 
rian in each district. Such an arrange- 
ment is not an experiment; its efficiency 
has already been demonstrated in other 
countries. 

As pointed out by Dr. Moore, ^ the wide 
distribution of foot and mouth disease has 
illustrated in a striking manner the neces- 
sity of having a competent veterinarian in 
each district to guard against such infec- 
tions. Had there been a competent district 
veterinarian in the county where foot and 
mouth disease first appeared last August, it 
is highly probable that its spread would 
have been checked before its virus had 
been so widely disseminated. If by this 
extra precautionary measure one per cent, 
of the loss from such diseases could be 
prevented, the amount it would save the 
state would many times overpay the ex- 
pense of such service. A bill embodying 
the features just enumerated was before 
the legislature at its last session, but, un- 
fortunately, failed to become a law. 

In no other profession, perhaps, are there 
as many temptations in the way of com- 
mercialism as in the veterinary profession. 
The desire to win and retain the good will 
of certain clients, who may themselves be 
dishonest and are willing to pay for dis- 
honest tests and falsified records, may 
serve as a pitfall for a weak veterinarian. 
Opportunities are not wanting in the case 
of glandered horses, tubercular cattle, cer- 
tified milk and other instances for veterinar 
rians intentionally or through carelessness, 
indifference or criminal negligence to in- 
flict great damage upon the public and 
bring their own profession into disrepute. 
Human life may pay the toll of this neg- 
ligence. Falsified records and incompetent 
tests may brand the person making them as 

St Cornell Veterinarian, April, 1915. 
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an unoonBcious murderer of little children. 
Greater criminality than this can no man 
possess: that he jeopardize the lives of his 
kind for the sake of money. In no pro- 
fession is there greater need for self-control 
and the exercise of the strictest honesty and 
personal integrity. 

The conservation of our domesticated 
animals and their products is of the highest 
importance to the welfare of our nation* 
The following figures are taken from the 
census of 1910, They are the latest official 
figures available, although probably inac- 
curate at the present time. During the 
last five years there has probably been an 
increase in the number of veterinarians. 
In this period, also, there has probably been 
a decrease in the number of some of the 
domesticated animals because of the rav- 
ages of foot and mouth disease and estab- 
lished diseases as well as a decline, more or 
less fluctuating, in production. 

The figures show that in 1910 there were 
ill this country on farms and not on farms 
206,646,069 domesticated animals, includ- 
ing cattle, horses, mules, asses, burros, 
swine, sheep, and goats, with a valuation 
of $5,296,421,619. With 11,652 veterina- 
rians in this country, we have a ratio of one 
veterinarian to 17,734 animals, or in finan- 
cial terms one veterinarian to $454,550 of 
animal valuation. While this average is 
higher in some parts and much less in 
others, it serves to emphasize the fact that 
a great responsibility rests upon the vet- 
erinarian if he is to assist, not merely in 
the conservation of much valuable animal 
stock already in existence, but in promoting 
a still greater production. The necessity 
for this is obvious in the case of the animals 
used for food* The ceiwus returns show a 
decrease of 8.7 per cent, in the number of 
cattle on farms with an increase of 1.6 per 
cent in their valuation; a decrease of 7.4 
per cent in swine with an increase of 72.1 


per cent, in their valuation, and a decrease 
of 14.7 per cent, in sheep with an increase 
of 36.8 per cent, in their valuation. Horses, 
mules, asses and burros have increased in 
number during this period and their valua* 
tion shows a much higher percentage of in- 
crease than in the case of the food animals. 

It has been figured that our average 
disease loss of live stock in the United 
States is $150,000,000 and our exposure 
loss $44,000,000, a total of nearly $200,- 
000,000 annuaUy. It is evident that few 
industries could endure such proportionate 
losses and survive. The largest toll has 
been, taken from the food-producing an- 
imals. Wo may assume that practically 
all losses from exposure are preventable 
and that this item will diminish as the 
open-range boundaries contract and better 
provision is made for the winter sustenance 
of stock. 

The checking of the disease loss is a 
slower and more serious matter and it is 
here that the services of the veterinarian are 
necessary. To meet this obligation he 
must be something more than an uned- 
ucated, practical horse doctor more or less 
successful in the treatment of spavins, ring- 
bones, colics and other routine cases of 
practise. He must be able to see beyond 
the educational horizon which treats only 
of routine practise and, with a proper 
blending of scientific and practical train- 
ing, show an appreciation not only of per- 
sonal but community interest in the animal 
resources of our country. 

PiEBRE A. Pish 

Ithaca, N. Y. 


gVANTITI AND QUALITY 

t 

PaoilfiSBOR Emil Bouel, who visited America 
in 1912 as one of the inaugural lecturers at 
the opening of the Rice Institute of Houston, 
Texas, recently embodied some of his impres- 
sions about America in an article under the 
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above title, publiebed in tbe April, 1015, num- 
ber of the Revue du Moia, As this article was 
written by a Frenchman after the beginning 
of the great European War, it has naturally 
been very much influenced by feelings aroused 
by events connected with this war. 

The central thought of the article is that 
there is a great tendency to lay too much stress 
on quantity and too little on quality in speak- 
ing about scientific achievements. It is per- 
haps natural, under the conditions existing 
while the article was written, that the author 
concluded that the Germans had done most 
during the last forty years to acclimatize in 
Europe the conception which makes quantity 
the sole criterion for the sociel, intellectual 
and moral values of the people. Many Ameri- 
can readers may However regret to find that 
this conception is said to be of American 
origin, even if this statement is modified by 
the fact that the most cultured Americans are 
striving to habituate their countrymen to 
judgments based on quality. 

Among the illustrations given by Professor 
Borel in support of his contention that the 
Germans have in recent years unduly empha- 
sized quantity is the following small table, 
which aims to give the approximate number of 
letters in an average volume of certain im- 
portant mathematical periodicals: 

Mathemaiische Annalen , . 1,680,000 

American Journal 1,014,000 

Journal de Math^aiiquea, .1,012,000 

Acta Mathemaiica 980,000 

Journal filr Tdathematih . . . 876,000 
Annali di Matematica .... 826,000 

This table was first published at the end of 
the “ Qeneralregister ” to the first fifty 
volumes of the Mathemaiiache Annalen, About 
two years after its publication the Tranaac- 
tiona of the Americcm Mathematical Society 
began to appear in volumes involving a much 
larger number of letters than the American 
Journal, which occupies the second place in 
the given list. While it may be questioned 
whether it is desirable to direct special atten- 
tion to the mere size of the volumes of a 
periodical the giT^ table has at least an indi- 
rect value, since it furnishes an interesting 


concrete illustration of the meaning of a 
million. 

As questions relating to quantity are much 
more easily treated by statistical methods than 
those relating to quality, the growing popular- 
ity of statistical methods, even in educational 
matters, seems to be a sign that we are at 
present placing too much emphasis on quan- 
tity at the expense of quality. Mental inert- 
ness naturally leads to considerations of quan- 
tity rather than of quality. It is much easier 
to enumerate the books and articles written 
by a certain man than to exhibit the value and 
infiuence of these publications. It is easier 
to estimate a man’s wealth in dollars than to 
determine the merits of his intellectual con- 
tributions or his moral influence on his fellows. 
It is easier to give the number of students at 
a university and the size of the budget than 
to estimate the value of the work done at the 
institution. 

In view of the fact that questions of quan- 
tity are usually much easier than those re- 
lating to quality, it is perhaps the more sur- 
prising to find that Professor Borel attributes 
to America the origin of the conception which 
makes quantity the unique criterion for social, 
intellectual and moral values of the people. 
If this criticism is not deserved it diould cer- 
tainly not pass unanswered, for the implica- 
tions which it involves are fundamental and 
far-reaching. The fact that the criticism was 
made by a man of very high scientific standing, 
who recently spent some time in our midst 
and in company with some of our leading men, 
makes it all the more noteworthy. 

It is perhaps especially interesting that the 
tendency to make quantity the sole criterion 
for intellectual values should be regarded as 
being of American origin. Intellectual leader- 
ship even along somewhat baneful lines im- 
plies vigorous intellectual life, end it is of 
some interest to find that we are credited 
with such life by a competent observer. As 
Professor Borel is a mathematician it would 
appear probable that his eonolusions in regard 
to the intellectual activities of a people would 
be largely influenced by their mathematical 
productiveness. It can, however, not be said 
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that the quantity of mathematical output on 
the part of the Americans is, or has ever been, 
such ae to justify the statement that the con- 
ception of making quantity the sole criterion 
in regard to mathematical activity originated 
with us. As regards quantity we never had 
any mathematical writer who could be com- 
pared with Euler, Cauchy, or Cayley. 

It is true that in recent years the quantity 
of American mathematical literature has in- 
creased rapidly, but the same is true in regard 
to this literature in several other countries. 
As evidence of the fact that the United States 
is not inclined even at the present time, to go 
to excess in regard to the quantity of its 
mathematical literature we refer to the recent 
publications under the general direction of the 
International Commission on the Teaching of 
Mathematics. At the Paris Conference held 
in April, 1914, the extent of these publications 
reported by various countries was as follows : 


Country 

No. of Pa| 

Germany 

3,822 

Austria 

690 

Belgium 

348 

Denmark 

107 

Spain. 

165 

United States 

670 

France 

674 

Holland 

151 

Hungary 

130 

British Isles 

853 

Italy 

253 

Japan 

788 

Koumania 

18 

Bussia 

254 

Sweden 

229 

Switzerland 

812 


As questions relating to teaching offer 
unusual opportunities for extensive publica- 
tions the above table is very instructive as 
regards tendencies towards quantity along 
mathematical lines. It seems therefore un- 
likely that Professor Borel had mathematics 
in mind when he referred to our undue em- 
phasis on quantity. It is much more likely 
that he was impressed by the fact that our 
conversation and our newspapers are so largely 
confined to questions of quantity. In a com- 
paratively new country the changes as regard 


quantity are so rapid as to attract wide atten- 
tion, and these ebanges furnish the easiest 
topics of conversation. Changes as regards 
quality may be no less rapid but they furnish 
less harmless subjects of conversation in view 
of inherent diffioulties and room for differences 
of opinion. 

It is perhaps unfortunate that our conversa- 
tion even in regard to intellectual matters is 
so commonly directed by a desire to offend no 
one instead of by a desire to call attention to 
what is very important. The thoughtful for- 
eigner who comes into our midst is thus nat- 
urally impressed by the fact that we so com- 
monly speak of harmless quantity instead of 
the more important quality. Some years ago 
while talking with a great French mathemati- 
cian I was much impressed by the fact that, 
in si)eaking about two of his eminent col- 
leagues, he was very free in saying which of 
the two he regarded as the more eminent. I 
felt then that in America I would probably not 
have found such voluntary reference to such a 
delicate matter. 

The seriousness of this question becomes 
apparent if it is observed that the tendency to 
refrain from referring to quality in a public 
way is reflected to some extent in the life of 
the people. If in a university community, for 
instance, it is regarded as undesirable to refer 
to the quality of the work of the various mem- 
bers of the faculty, and if the quantity of 
salary is the sole index of relative standing, 
there is apt to be little effort on the part of the 
younger men to attain to a greater degree 
of efficiency. Many questions of quality 
appear shocking only in view of their 
newness. After they have passed into the 
stream of allowable conversation topics they 
are not likely to offend anyone and they often 
serve a useful purpose. In fact, the inefficiency 
of a university professor often becomes a per- 
fectly harmless topic. The danger lies in the 
early stages towards such publicity as regards 
the true conditions, and it is here where there 
ift usually the greatest field of usefulness. 

The greatness of a nation in the intellectual 
and moral life is largely influenced by its em- 
phasis on quality. Professor Borel urges that 



330 


SCIENCE 


[N. 8, VoL. XLII. No. 1080 


it ia the duty of France to restore the preem- 
inence of quality and he points out that the 
iray towards this end is easy. In fact his sug- 
gestions are “ to give to quality opportunity to 
manifest itself, do not hide it under a bushel, 
for men never refuse to recognize the intel- 
lectual or moral superiority which is pointed 
out to them ; their natural sentiments otf 
equality and justice, far from being shocked 
by this, are exalted thereby. The young 
people, in particular, regard themselves united 
with the comrade whom they have learnt to 
appreciate; far from being jealous of his suc- 
cess, they are happy with him.” 

’ These suggestions shoiild be equally useful 
among us where the need of reform is even 
more evident than in France. Our great 
western state universities are doubtless espe- 
cially in danger of being overwhelmed by judg- 
ments of quantity, in view of their very direct 
contact with the public. They present there- 
fore unusually important centers for emphasia 
on quality, and for guarding against being ab- 
sorbed in the work which admits of exhibition 
in attractive circulars presenting statistical 
data in regard to quantity. Public references 
to quality of work and to the deeper joys and 
compensations of intellectual life are especially 
needed in these institutions. 

The very rapid growth of our educational 
institutions has naturally led to an abnormal 
interest in changes in quantity. It is so easy 
and harmless to speak of the increase in the 
material equipment It is much more difficult 
and delicate to make clear that the intellectual 
advances made by the faculty have kept pace 
with these material advances, or that the moral 
and intellectual influences surrounding the 
students are better than they were in former 
years. These latter questions involve com- 
parisons, and they frequently lead at first to 
differences of opinion. They are, however, the 
more important, and the foreign scholars who 
may be in our midst will judge us very largely 
by the way we deal with these questions of 
quality. It will be very unfortunate if we con- 
tinue to impress these men as we seem to have 
impressed Professor Borel, especially since 
such impressions seem to represent only our 


superficial attitude, at least, as far as they re- 
late to our intellectual and moral life. 

G. A. Millbr 

XJNrvmtsiTY or Illinois 


FEEDEBW WARD PUTNAM 

With Professor Putnam, who died on Au- 
gust 14, at the age of seventy-six years, the last 
of the three men has passed away who may 
well be called the founders of modem anthro- 
pology in America: Brinton, Powell and Put- 
nam. Brinton in Philadelphia, with keen, 
analytic mind, full of imagination, with wide 
interests, opened up ever new fields and prob- 
lems and stimulated through his i)er8ona] influ- 
ence the work of others and paved the way to 
the recognition of anthropology as a scientific 
etudy. Powell performed the great service of 
organizing the anthropological work of the 
government by founding the Bureau of Ethnol- 
ogy and providing in this manner the means 
for scientific research. With rare insight he 
flelect(Ml an unusually gifted group of men 
around himself, and to their labors we owe the 
fundamental data on which modern American 
ethnology has been built up. Through the 
sheer force of his personality he impressed 
some of his fundamental philosophic views 
and some of his methods upon his collabo- 
rators not only in the Bureau of Ethnology, 
but in a much wider group of scientists that 
came under his influence, and gave in this 
manner to anthropological studies a definite 
direction that may still be recognized. 

Professor Putnam’s contributions were of an- 
other kind Taught in the Agassiz school of 
independent search for facts, he took up anthro- 
pological studies with that enthusiastic wor- 
ship of material data as the indispensable basis 
for inductive studies that has dominated his 
life and that, together with his skill as an or- 
ganizer, have made him the most potent factor 
in the development of anthropological institu- 
tions all over the country. Owing to the trend 
of his mind, his interests centered in the ob- 
jective, tangible sides of anthropology and, 
therefore, his chief contribution lies in the 
devel(H>inent of museum work. The searoh f or 
well authenticated Indian material and his in- 
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terefit in biological problems led him to lay 
particular stress upon archeological evidenoe, 
and in this held he did his most noteworthy 
work. 

The Peabody Museum of American Archeol- 
ogy and Ethnology is, perhaps more than any- 
thing else, a monument of his life work, for in 
it are manifested the varied phases of his 
many-sided interest in the history of mankind, 
as exhibited by man^s handiwork and by the 
remains of the races of man. The oateologioal 
department, surpassed only by the old collec- 
tions of the Army Medical Museum in Wash- 
ington, the materials relating to the study of 
the antiquity of man in America which he 
pursued with unconquerable tenacity, the col- 
lections from the mound and village sites of 
Ohio, the ample and valuable material from 
Mexico and Central America, the old New 
England collections, archeological as well as 
ethnological, not to mention others, indicate 
the linos of his own scientific activities. 

In one respect ho revolutionized American 
museum methods. While it has been cus- 
tomary to enlarge collections by purchase, he 
inaugurated scientific expeditions, the prime 
object of which was the discovery of scientific 
facts that were sustained by the evidences of 
collections. Journeys for the purpose of col- 
lecting had been made before his time, but he 
had the courage to emphasize that in museum 
expeditions, as in other scientific work, the 
method must be determined not by the num- 
ber of specimens likely to be secured, but by 
the objects of the inquiry. To him the mu- 
seum was the storehouse in which the mate- 
rials accumulated by scientific research were 
oared for, digested and made accessible to the 
student. His constant insistance on this 
point of view gave to his museum work special 
value. 

The development of the Peabody Museum 
and his wide acquaintance among American 
men of science and among those interested in 
the advancement of science, brought it about 
that his capacity as an organizer was sought 
in other centers in which there was a growing 
interest in archeology and anthropology^ It 
was he who laid the foundation to the Field 


Museum of Natural History by organizing the 
Anthropological Department of the World^s 
Columbian Exposition in Chicago. There he 
solved the difficult task of bringing together 
in a short time material illustrating prehis- 
toric America as well as the primitive life of 
the historic American Indian. With this ac- 
cumulation of material he combined scientific 
investigation that bore fruit in later times in 
the intensive work among Indian tribes car- 
ried on by a number of institutions. Some of 
the important archeological results of this 
period still await publication. Together with 
the treasures of the Peabody Museum and 
those of the Museums of Ohio they will eluci- 
date a remarkable period in the history of early 
America, the thorough exploration of which 
was begun and carried along for years by Pro- 
fessor Putnam. Unfavorable conditions pre- 
vented the completion of this work that was 
always near to his heart. The opportunities 
offered by the World^s Columbian Exposition 
enabled him also to advance the work of se- 
curing replicas of the monuments of Central 
America, a subject to which he devoted much 
of his time and energies. 

At the close of the World’s Fair he was 
called to New York to organize the anthropo- 
logical work of the American Museum of Nat- 
ural History, and here we find him introducing 
the same methods of development that had 
been so effective in building up the Peabody 
Museum as a center of scientific research. The 
field investigations of the New York Museum 
extended beyond the narrow limits of the 
North American continent and inaugurated a 
period of active scientific research. 

His great success as on organizer brought 
it about that when the development of anthro- 
pological work, partly owing to his influence, 
was planned in the University of California, 
he was called upon to take a vigorous part in 
the formulation of plans for a museum and 
for the scientific work of the newly founded 
department of anthropology which followed 
much the same lines as those inaugurated by 
him in other institutions. 

While these four large institutions had the 
benefit of the stimulus of his sustained per- 
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aonol effortB, many others were helped by hia 
advice and assistance. 

Professor Putnam's influence has been great 
in still other ways. He succeeded in having 
anthropology recognized by Harvard Univer- 
sity as a regular subject of instruction, with 
the result that an ever-increasing number of 
students became interested in this subject. 
His influence as a lecturer was, however, not 
as great as that of his personal contact with 
students. Through his sympathy with the 
personal interests of younger men, through his 
eagerness to help them along on the arduous 
path of the young scientist, he associated with 
himself a large number of young anthroi>olo- 
giats who were filled with that enthusiasm for 
the unbiased collection of data that character- 
ized his own work. The precedent set by Har- 
vard University, and at the same time by 
Clark University, and Professor Putnam's un- 
ceasing agitation have done much to introduce 
anthropology as a subject of study in our uni- 
versities. Men who have grown up as his stu- 
dents are now found in many American and 
Canadian institutions. 

Professor Putnam’s activities were not by 
any means confined to the field of his own re- 
searches, but he took a lively interest in the 
advancement of scientific work in the whole 
country. This quality, his genius as an or- 
ganizer, and his sympathetic nature brought 
him into prominence in the work of the Amer- 
ican Association for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence, of which he waa for many years perma- 
nent secretary and which he made a most effi- 
cient means of promoting and extending the 
influence of science. It is a well-marked 
period of scientific development that his in- 
cumbency of the secretaryship represents: the 
extensive and gradual deepening of scientific 
interest It covers the period preparatory to 
the specialization of more modem times that 
makes the American Association more an ad- 
ministrative clearing house of special scientific 
bodies than an agency that promotes popular 
interest and that gives to the young scientist 
the opportunity to gain his first laurels. 

For several years Professor Putnam had 
been ailing, but his robust nature withstood 


vigorously the attacks of ap insidious disease. 
On the occasion of his seventieth birthday hia 
many friends gave expression to their warm 
feelings towards him by the publication of an 
anniversary volume containing contributions 
from almost all American anthropologists. 
Hia influence, that of a sane and sober scien- 
tist who values facts higher than fancies will 
be lasting, and we honor and love one who has 
helped to lay the foundations on which we are 
permitted to build. 

Franz Boas 

Columbia TJniybbsity 


PAUL Emiicm 

Paul Ehrlich was a genius of the first 
order. Wliile he was still a student of medi- 
cine, the presented by the affinity of 

lead for certain tissues attracted his attention. 
From speculating on the nature of this affin- 
ity, liis interest grew to include protoplasmic 
affinities in general, and thus was determined 
the direction his genius should take. 

Some of tbe notable results of his early in- 
vestigations are discoveries in bacterial stain- 
ing methods, which proved of great value to 
Koch and which, ever since, have been in 
daily use everywhere ; the micro-ohemical 
differentiation of leukocytes, on which rests 
the study of the blood for clinical purposes; 
the development of the methylene blue reaction 
of living tissues, and the formulation of that 
unique conception of protoplasmic structure 
and function on which he based the great side- 
chain theory which he advanced to explain the 
reactions in immunity and other phenomena. 

What might be termed the second phase of 
Ehrlich's work concerned investigations in 
immunity under the guidance of the side-chain 
conception. No better illustration of the prac- 
tical usefulness of the imagination in creating 
a successful working hypothesis can be given 
than the results achieved by Ehrlich in the 
field of immunity. Perhaps the usefulness is 
seen most clearly in the standardization of 

1 From the Journal of the American Medical As- 
sociation. 
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diphtheria antitoxip, which was a direct out- 
come of experiments devised according to the 
side-chain idea. Ehrlichia method, to the ex- 
clusion of others, is used all over the world; 
but the influence of the work carried out to 
test the side-chain theory of Ehrlich and 
his pupils still dominates investigation in all 
branches of immunity and the practical use 
of the knowledge obtained therefrom. 

The side-chain theory is so well known that 
it is not necessary to restate it except in the 
most succinct form. A toxin or other antigen 
is without action on the animal body unless 
bound by molecular chains in the cells — 
receptors. But when so bound, the antigen 
causes injury to the cell, and subsequent re- 
pair, in the course of which there is an over- 
production of receptors, which, passing into 
the blood and lymph, constitute the antibody 
for the antigen in question, because the anti- 
gen is now bound and neutralized or destroyed 
before it can reach the cell. As expressed by 
Behring, antibodies are free oeU receptors, and 
the elements which, when situated in the cells, 
are essential for the action of toxins, for in- 
stance, are also the means of healing when 
free in the blood. In accord with the prin- 
ciples of this theory, Ehrlich's vivid mind 
coined numerous new words, which proved 
helpful in the discussion of new facts and 
ideas, and which soon passed into crurrent 
international usage. 

Ehrlich's last work was the development of 
the experimental chemotherapy of syphilis and 
certain other spirochetal infections. To dis- 
cuss this wonderful work fully in all its rami- 
floations is not possible at this time. The scien- 
tifle world has accepted ** the development 
through a lengthy series of systematic bio- 
chemical experiments, based on original con- 
ceptions of the affinities of cellular constitu- 
ents, of a successful chemotherapy of impor- 
tant human infections, by direct attack on the 
paxaflites by substances specially built up fox 
that purpose and introduced from without,” as 
the fitting culmination of the tireless activities 
of an altogether unique investigative spirit 
As pointed out elsewhere, Ehrlich's xeeults in 
a^rimental chemotherapy fully justify Hux- 


ley's prediction in 1881 that through discov- 
eries in therapeutics it would become possible 
^^to introduce into the economy a molecular 
mechanism which, like a cunningly contrived 
toipedo, shall find its way to some particular 
group of living elements and cause an explo- 
sion among them, leaving the rest untouched." 

Paul Ehrlich will live in the history of civili- 
zation as one of the great investigators, genial, 
creative, fertile, excelling in “ that boldness of 
the scientific use of the imagination which 
alone can extend beyond the obvious fact and 
reveal the unknown,” one of the groat bene- 
factors of mankind. 


THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN 

The New York Botanical Garden at Bronx 
Park is celebrating this week the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of its foundation. The first ses- 
sion was opened at nine o'clock Monday morn- 
ing, September 6, with registration of dele- 
gates in the library, followed by an inspec- 
tion of museums, laboratories, library and 
herbaria, with special reference to the exhibi- 
tion of painting of plant life by Mary E. 
Eaton in the herbarium, and the Charles 
Finney Cox collection of Darwiniana. After 
lunch in the Museum Building the delegates 
and guests were formally welcomed by W. 
Gilman Thompson, president of the board of 
managers; by Henry H. Rusby, chairman of 
the scientific directors, and by Thomas W, 
Whittle, commissioner of parks for the Bronx. 
Dr. N. L. Britton, director-in-chief, then read 
“ A History of the New York Botanical Gar- 
den.” 

Tuesday, September 7, was set for the read- 
ing of papers. According to the prog^ram these 
included; Mechanism and Conditions of 
Growth,” by D, T, MacDougal ; “ Mosses from 
Florida,” by Elizabeth G. Britton; “Direct- 
ing Factors in the Teaching of Botany,” by 
Arthur H. Chivera; “Flora of the Mammoth 
Cave, Kentucky,” by B. Ellsworth Call; “Tri- 
assic Plants from Sonora, Mexico,” by Edwin 
W. Humphreys, and “ A White-Cedar Swamp 
on Long Island and Its Significance,” by Nor- 
man Taylor; “On the Nature of Types/' by 
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B. A. Harper, and “Present Status of the 
Problem of the Effect of Badium Rays on 
Plant Life,” by 0. Stuort Gager. 

Wednesday, September 8, was to be given 
up to a study of the flora of sand dunes and 
salt marshes on Crooke's Point, S. I., the ex- 
cursion being planned in cooperation with the 
Staten Island Association of Arts and Sci- 
ences. On Thursday the reading of papers 
was to be resumed, including Clifford H. Farr 
on “ Cell-Oiviflion : Bipartition and Quadri- 
partition in Pollen Mother-Cells,” and “Ecol- 
ogy and the New Soil Fertility,” by Charles 
B. Lipraan ; John K. Small on “ Recent Ex- 
plorations in Southern Florida”; H. Hus on 
“ A New Interpretation of Fascination 
P, A, Rydberg oJi “ Life Zones in the Rocky 
Mountains”; Fred J. Seaver on “Bermuda 
Fungi,” and Rarl F. Kellerman on “ Coopera- 
tion in the Control of Plant Diseases.” 

Following tea at the mansion, an inspection 
of the nurseries, arboretum, propagating 
houses, conservatory range and the Bronx 
River valley as far as Hemlock Forest will be 
made. A smoker at the Faculty Club, Colum- 
bia University, will be held in the evening. On 
Friday, September 10, the entire day will be 
devoted to a visit to the pine barrens of New 
Jersey, under the guidance of the field com- 
mittee of the Torrey Botanical Club. On 
Saturday the delegates will visit the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden. 


BcimriFic Am mws 

Dh. Jacques Loeb, of the Rodtefeller Insti- 
tute for Medical Research, has been elected a 
foreign fellow of the Linnean Society, London. 

Professor W. A. Bone has been elected 
president of the chemistry section of the Brit- 
ish Association at the meeting held in Man- 
chester this week, taking the place of Pro- 
fessor H. B. Baker who is unavoidably pre- 
vented from attending the meeting. 

The South African medal, founded by the 
British Association in 1905, for scientific re- 
search in South Africa, was awarded at the 
Pretoria meeting of the South African Asso- 


ciation, to Mr, C. P. Loun^bury for his ento- 
mological investigations. 

PaoPESBOR J, C. Arthur, who has been in 
college and experiment-station work for nearly 
forty years, and for the last twenty-eight 
years has held the chair of professor of veget- 
able physiology and pathology in Purdue Uni- 
versity and chief of the botanical department 
of the Indiana Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion, retires on the first of September to be- 
come professor emeritus of botany in the same 
institution under the provisions of the Car- 
negie Foundation. He will continue the re- 
searches on plant rusts which have been in 
progress for a number of years. Ilia successor 
in the experiment station will be Professor H. 
S, Jackson, of Corvallis, Ore. 

The Experiment Station Record states that 
there has been held at the Iowa College of 
Agriculture a special convocation in honor of 
those members of the faculty who have been 
in service for at least a quarter of a century. 
The guests of honor were Vice-president E. W. 
Stanton, in service since 1874; General J. R, 
Lincoln, commandant, Henry Knapp, secre- 
tary, both in service since 1888; A. A- Ben- 
nett, professor emeritus of chemistry, in serv- 
ice since 1885, and Dr. L. H. Pammel, pro- 
fessor of botany and botanist, in service since 
1889. 

It is stated in Nature that the sum of £140 
has been given to the Royal Society of Arts 
by Mr. R. Le Neve Foster for the purpose of 
founding a prize in commemoration of his 
father, Mr, Peter Le Neve Foster, who was 
secretary of the society from 1858 to 1879. 
The council has decided to offer the prize 
(consisting of £10 and the society’s silver 
medal) for a paper on “Zinc: Its Production 
and Industrial Applications.” 

The Vienna Academy of Sciences haa made 
a grant of about $800 to Professor R. Poeoh 
to enable him to conduct anthropologioal re- 
searches among the various races comprising 
the Russian prisoners of war. 

It is stated in Terreeirial Maffnetitm that 
M. Lecointe, director of the Boyal Observatory 
of Belgium, at Uccles, near Bmoiria, is at 



SSPTElCWt 10, 1916] 


SCIENCE 


335 


present interned in, Holland. He had serred 
in the war as a major of artillery in the Belgian 
army, and took part in the retreat from 
Antwerp. 

Dr. Wabmbold, of Berlin, has been ap* 
pointed rector of the Agricultural School at 
Hohenheim. 

Pbopessob Sghmiot, of Marburg, has been 
awarded the doctorate of engineering by the 
Brunswick School of Technology, in recogni- 
tion of his services to pharmaceutical chemis- 
try. 

Professor Oppenheim:, of Berlin, has been 
made an honorary member of the Buenos Aires 
Society for Psychiatry and Neurology. 

Henry G. Knight, dean of the Wyoming 
College of Agriculture and director of the sta- 
tion, O. L. Prien, veterinarian, and J. E. 
McWilliams, acting animal husbandman, have 
been granted a year’s leave of absence begin- 
ning September 1, to be spent in study at the 
University of Illinois, Northwestern Univer- 
sity and the Michigan Agricultural College, 
respectively. President C. A, Duniway, of the 
university, will act as director of the station 
during this period. 

We learn from Nature that a munitions in- 
ventions branch of the British ministry has 
been constituted, with Mr. E. W. Moir as 
comptroller. The branch will have the duty 
of considering projects for inventions relating 
to munitions for warfare on land or matters 
appertaining thereto. The comptroller and 
staff of the branch will be assisted in their 
work of examination, and, if thought neces- 
sary, in the investigation and development of 
any projects that may be considered worthy of 
being developed, by a panel of honorary scien- 
tific and other experts. The following have 
accepted Mr. Lloyd George’s invitation to act 
on this panel: Oolonel Goold Adams, Mr. 
Horace Darwin, Mr. M. Duckham, Mr. W. 
Duddell, Dr. S. Z. de Ferranti, Dr. R T. 
Qlazebrook, Sir B. Hadfield, Dr, J. S. Hal- 
dane, Oolonel N. B, Heffeman, Sir A. Ken- 
nedy, Mr, F. W. Lanchester, Dr, A. P. Laurie, 
Professor Vivian B. Lewes, Mr. M. Longridge, 
Mr. W. H. Maw, Sir Hiram Maxim, Captain 


Moore, Sir H. Norman, Mr. F. G. Ogilvie, 
Major-General G. K. Scott-Moncrieff, Mr. W, 
Stokes, Mr. J, Swinburne, Sir J. J. Thomson, 
Mr, A. J, Walter, Mr, 0, J. Wilson. 

This president of the British board of agri- 
culture and fisheries has appointed a com- 
mittee consisting of Lord Middleton, chair- 
man, Mr. Henry Chaplin, Sir Ailwyn Fel- 
lowes, the Hon. Alexander Parker, Major Sir 
M. Burrell, Bart., Sir G. Gbeenall, Bart, and 
Captain M. S, Adye to consider and advise the 
board as to the steps which should be taken to 
secure the production and maintenance in 
England and Wales of a supply of horses 
suitable and sufficient for military purposes. 
Mr. E. B. Wilson, of the board of agriculture 
and fisheries, has been appointed secretary of 
the committee. 

Dr, Herman Fischer, of the German Hos- 
pital, New York, will head an expedition, con- 
sisting of twenty surgeons and nurses, to be 
sent under the auspices of the ''American 
Physicians Committee ” to Germany and 
Austria. The expedition acts in cooperation 
with the American Bed Cross. 

Julius von Payer, the distinguished polar 
explorer and artist, has died in Vienna at the 
age of seventy-three years. He was a member 
of the Austrian Antarctic expedition which in 
1871 discovered Franz Joseph Land. 

Professor Guido Goldsohmiedt, director of 
the first chemical institute of the University 
of Vienna, well known for his work in organic 
chemistry, died, after a prolonged iUnesa, on 
August 6, at the age of sixty-five years. Pro- 
fessor and Mrs. Goldsohmiedt visited this 
country in 1912, at the time of the Eighth 
International Congress of Applied Chemistry, 
and made many friends in scientific circles. 

There have been killed in the war Dr. Emil 
Laak, associate professor of philosophy at 
Heidelberg; Dr. Waldemar Conrad, docent for 
philosophy at Halle; Dr. Hugo Schultze, scien- 
tific assistant in the Beichsanstalt ; Professor 
Bartel, director of the Archeological Institute 
of Frankfort; Dr. Deimler, docent in the Munich 
School of Technology, and Dr. 0. Bondy, 
docent for gynecology in the University of 
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Bmlau, and Dr. Karl Muenk, chemist in the 
Prusaian Geological Survey. 

It is said that the Nobel prizes for the pres- 
ent year will not be awarded. From next year 
the prizes will be reduced by about $5,000, 
representing the amount of the new Swedish 
defence tax. 

In a letter to the London Times, Sir Henry 
E. Boscoe, who was president of the British 
Association for the Advancement of Science 
when it met in Manchester twenty-five years 
ago, writes: “The pressing importance of the 
organization of scientific method and research 
has now become recognized both by govern- 
ment and the public. Your columns have been 
generously open to distinguished scientific 
opinion as to this necessity. The more impor- 
tant scientific societies are busily engaged in 
forming committees of their members to aid 
government departments, whilst these latter 
have called in specially qualified experts from 
all branches of scientific inquiry to aid min- 
isters and departmental officials in carrying 
out the new duties which the present position 
entails. So far, so good. But more remains 
to be done. A general conference of the lead- 
ers and workers in British science needs to be 
added. Of the importance of such conference 
and of the ensuing personal contact at the 
present moment there can not be two opinions. 
Such an opportunity will present itself at the 
forthcoming eighty-fifth meeting of the great 
annual Congress of British Science to be held 
in Manchester on September 7. This year the 
meeting will be stripped of all but its scien- 
tific activities, and these, if properly utilized, 
can not foil to be of essential use to the coun- 
try, for it is by the personal intercourse of 
scientific men of all kinds that stimulus is 
aroused and progress made. It is, therefore^ 
confidently expected that at the September 
meeting every branch of British scientific 
activity will he fully represented, so that the 
expression of their united opinion may be 
given with no uncertain voice.” 

The board of directors of the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers, as we learn 
from the Electrical World, held in New York 
on August 10, its first meeting of the adminis- 


trative year which began on August 1. Presi- 
dent John J. Garty announced his appoint- 
ments on the various institute committees for 
the administrative year. The chairmen of the 
committees appointed are as follows: Finance, 
Mr. J. Franklin Stevens, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
library. Dr. Samuel Sheldon, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
meetings and papers, Mr. L. T. Bobinson, 
Schenectady, N. Y.; editing, Professor H. H. 
Norris, New York ; board of examiners. Dr. A. 
S. McAllister, New York; sections, Mr. H. A. 
Homor, Philadelphia, Pa. ; standards, Pro- 
fessor C, A. Adams, Cambridge, Mass.; code, 
Mr. Farley Osgood, Newark, N. J,; law, Mr. 
G. H. Stockbridge, New York ; power stations, 
Mr. C. F. TJebelacker, New York; transmission, 
Mr. P. H. Thomas, New York; railway, Pro- 
fessor D. C. Jackson, Boston, Mass.; protec- 
tive apparatus, Dr. E. E. F, Creighton, 
Schenectady, N. Y. ; electric lighting, Dr. Clay- 
ton H, Sharp, New York; telegraphy and tele- 
phony, Mr. G, M. Yorke, Now York; indus- 
trial power, Mr. David B. Eushmore, Schenec- 
tady, N. Y. ; use of electricity in marine work, 
Mr. C. S. McDowell, New York; electro- 
chemics, Professor A. F. Qanz, Hoboken, N. 
J.; electrophysics, Mr. John B. Whitehead, 
Baltimore, Md.; records and appraisals of 
properties, M>. Philander Betts, Newark, N, 
J.; educational, Professor V. Karapotoff, 
Ithaca, N. Y.; public-policy committee, Mr. 
Calvert Townley, New York; development of 
water-powers, Mr. Calvert Townley, New 
York; patents, Mr. Ralph D. Merahon, New 
York; membership, Mr. W. A. Hall, Lynn, 
Moss.; historical museum, Mr. T. C. Martin, 
New York; United States national committee, 
International Electrotechnical Commission, 
Mr. 0. O. Mailloux, New York; relations of 
consulting engineers, Dr, L, B. Stillwell, New 
York; code of principles of professional con- 
duct, Professor George F. Sever, New York; 
hazards from lightning, Professor Elihu 
Thomson, Swampscott, Maes.; reserve corps 
of engineers, Mr, Bion J. Arnold, Chicago, 
IQ. ; constitutional revision, Mr. Bancroft 
Gherardi, New YoA. Bepresentatives were 
also appointed on various joint committees 
and other bodies. 
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Owing to the increasing demand, on the part 
of astronomers, ohemists and physicists, for 
accurate values of the wave-lengths of the 
lines in the spectra of iron and other elements, 
the Bureau of Standards has taken up the 
work of determining standards of wave length. 
This work is being done in accordance with 
the recommendations of the International 
Wave-lengtli Committee. The spectrograms 
were obtained in Marseilles in the laboratories 
of Buisson and Faby, the pioneers in this 
work. The plates were measured at the Bureau 
of Standards. This is rather a difficult re- 
gion of the spectrum to observe, lying entirely 
in the ultra-violet. Apparatus necessary to do 
this work has recently been installed in the 
Bureau of Standards, and wave-length deter- 
minations of the highest accuracy are being 
made throughout the spectrum, including those 
rays which are too short to be visible and also 
those which are longer than any that the eye 
can see. A pamphlet upon this subject has 
just been issued as Scientific Paper No. 251, 
copies of which may be obtained without 
charge from the Bureau of Standards, Wash- 
ington, D, 0. 

The Paris correspondent of the London 
Times writes that the Pasteur Institute pre- 
sents rather a dead appearance at present. 
Most of the laboratory assistanta have de- 
parted for the front, where, indeed, two doc- 
tors have met their death. There has been in 
consequence a slackening of experimental 
work, as well as a corresponding diminution 
in the running expenses of the establishment 
A large part of the famous menagerie has dis- 
appeared. Quantities of rabbits, rats and mice 
still exist, but the ourang-outangs, amongst 
others, have ceased to be, as they were expen- 
sive to keep as prospective fields for experi- 
ment after the war. A large department of 
the institute is now engaged in cultures for 
serums for use on the battlefield. 

The annual grants made by parliament 
speoifioally for scientific investigations and re- 
lated services amount to about £100,000, and 
the details of the estimates for 1915-16 ore 
shown in the subjoined table which we repro- 
duce from Nature* 


Boyal Society; 

(t) (a) Scientific Investigations £4,000 

(5) Scientific Publications 1,000 

(ii) Magnetic Observatory at Eskdale- 

muir 1,000 

(wi) National Physical Laboratory 7,000 

(tv) Aeronautical Section of the National 

Physical Laboratory 9,425 

Meteorological Office 22,500 

Royal Geographical Society 1,250 

Royal Academy of Music 600 

Royal College of Music 600 

Marine Biological Association of the 

United Kingdom 500 

Royal Society of Edinburgh 600 

Scottish Meteorological Society 100 

Royal Irish Academy 1,600 

Royal Irish Academy of Music 300 

Royal Zoological Society of Ireland 600 

Royal Hiberian Academy 300 

British School at Athens 600 

British School at Rome 500 

Royal Scottish Geographical Society 200 

National Library of Wales 8,200 

National Museum of Wales 17,300 

Solar Physics Observatory 3,000 

British Academy 400 

School of Oriental Studies 3,600 

North Sea Fisheries Investigation 3,260 

Tronsantarctic Expedition, 1914-15 6,000 

Edinburgh Observatory 1,657 

£90,582 


The Dominion of Canada has, as we learn 
from the Experiment Station Record, appro- 
priated $3,308,000 for agriculture for the year 
1916-16, $786,000 of which is for the mainte- 
nance of experiment farms, $660,000 for the 
development of the live-stock industry, $640,- 
000 for the “ health of animals,” $280,000 for 
exhibitions, $275,000 for the administration 
and enforcement of the meat and canned-foods 
act, and $200,000 for the encouragement of 
cold-storage warehouses. The appropriation 
includes $160,000 for the development of the 
dairying industries and the improvement in 
transportation, sale and trade of food and 
other agricultural products, $140,000 to enforce 
the seed act, $118,000 for the fruit branch, 
$100,000 for the administration and Miforce- 
ment of the destructive insect and pest aet, 
$25,000 for the administration and carrying 
out of the provisions of the agricultural-in- 
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dtruotion act, $26,000 for the National Biolog- 
ical Laboratory, $20,000 to assist in the main- 
tenance of the International Institute of Agri- 
culture, $20,000 for entomology, $15,000 for 
publications, and $70,000 for exhibits, repairs, 
etc. A further $900,000 is allotted under the 
agricultural-instruction act. The new build- 
ing at the Ontario Veterinary College is now 
in use. It is a five-story brick structure with 
134-foot frontage and 900,000 cu. ft. capacity, 
and cost about $260,000. It contains several 
large laboratories, an assembly room seating 
600, an infirmary for horses, offices, etc. At 
the Nova Scotia Agricultural College, a new 
science building 130 by 50 feet, with labora- 
tories for chemistry, soil physics, entomology, 
plant diseases and home economies, an as- 
sembly hall seating 250, offices, classrooms, 
etc., is nearing completion. 

The Forest Service has sent a warning 
that more than half of the forest fires in the 
United States are due to carelessness or other 
preventable causes, starting from campers, 
railroad locomotives, brush burning, incen- 
diaries and sawmills. This statement is based 
on an analysis of statistics compiled from the 
forest records of the last season, when more 
than 7,000 fires were reported on national for- 
ests alone and approximately 10,000 on state 
and private holdings in the eighteen states 
which received federal cooperation in fire 
protection under the Weeks law, namely, 
Maine, New Hampshire. Vermont, Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 
Maryland, West Virginia, Kentucky, Michi- 
gan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, South Dakota, 
Montana, Idaho, Washington and Oregon. 
Forest fires destroy millions of dollars* worth 
of timber and other property every year, and 
in some years cause considerable loss of life. 
It has been estimated from the best informa- 
tion obtainable that forest fires last year 
burned over an area of approximately 6,000,000 
acres with a total loss of at least $9,500,000. 

Nature states that the Ipswich Museum has 
for some time past made a very strong fea- 
ture of the department of prehistoric archeol- 
ogy, and has collected extensively from the 
uniquely rich district of East Suffolk. The mu- 


seum collections now include a large and rep- 
resentative series of pre-Paleolithic and Paleo- 
lithic fiint implements, and also numerous ex- 
amples of specimens referable to the later Cave 
and Neolithic periods. Among the later addi- 
tions may be noted a large series of imple- 
ments. bones, etc., from the Grimes Graves 
flint mines, Mousteir flints from Baker’s Hole 
pit in the Thames Valley, and implements of 
different ages presented by Dr. A. E. Peake 
and Rev. H. Q. 0. Kendall. The museum au- 
thorities have just purchased the entire series 
of local specimens, and the Paleolithic imple- 
ments from the Dovorcourt gravels collected 
by the late Lieutenant-Colonel Underwood, of 
Ipswich, and these make a very valuable addi- 
tion to the collections. The skeleton of the 
Neolithic (or early Bronze age) youth found 
with an ornamented drinking vessel by Mr. 
Reid Moir at Wherstead, near Ipswich, is now 
on exhibition, together with other interesting 
human skulls, and the remains of extinct ani- 
mals. 

The Bureau of Standards hag published a 
paper entitled "Characteristics of Radiation 
Pyrometers,” giving the results of careful 
study of this type of temperature measuring 
instrument. Such a study was considered 
urgent on account of the extensive use of 
radiation pyrometers in the technical indus- 
tries. These instruments are widely used in 
the temperature control of the various proc- 
esses involved in iron and steel manufacture, 
alloy foundry work, glass, ceramics and brick 
manufacture, smelting, gas works, steam 
generation, lamp manufacture, etc. Many of 
the instruments examined show different tem- 
perature readings for different focusing or 
sighting distances. Errors thus occasioned 
may amount to several hundred degrees. The 
effect of dirt upon the lenses and mirrors is of 
serious importance. The question as to 
whether the pyrometer absorbs dl the heat 
radiation falling upon it is discussed, and the 
theory of the instrument, and the connection 
of the behavior of the pyrometer with the theo- 
retical radiation laws are given. The Bureau 
receives a large number of these instnonents 
for test and standardization, from various 
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technical industries located throughout the 
country. Heretofore this testing required 
about three days for a single instrument on 
account of the difficulty in heating a furnace 
to an exactly uniform temperature, A new 
method has now been developed which i>ermit6 
a satisfactory standardization of a radiation 
pyrometer within one hour. Many sugges- 
tione are given for minimizing the errors to 
which the pyrometer is subject, and it is 
shown that this type of instrument suitably 
designed, adequately calibrated, and correctly 
used, is a trustworthy pyrometer having many 
advantages over other types of temperature 
measuring devices, both for scientiho and 
technical use. 

The government’s herd of buffalo on the 
Wichita National Forest, in Oklahoma, which 
is also a federal game preserve, has been in- 
creased by the arrival of ten calves, according 
to a report received by the Forest Service from 
the supervisor in charge. The herd, which now 
corriprises sixty -two specimens of the almost 
extinct bison, is in good condition, says the 
supervisor, and promises to continue increasing 
at a rapid rate. Eight of the calves are 
females, bringing the number of heifers and 
cows up to thirty. The bulls number thirty- 
two and have been placed by themselves in a 
pasture which has just been fenced in for them. 
Three years ago the buffalo herd on the Wichita 
Forest was little more than half as large as it 
is now. It is said that the other game animals 
in the preserve, including the elk and antelope, 
also are increasing, due to the protection 
afforded, not only against hunters, but against 
wolves, wild cats and other predatory animals, 
which committed serious depredations from the 
establishment of the preserve in 1905 until 
measures were taken to stop them. In pro- 
tecting the game from predatory animals, the 
wardens and forest officers are also promoting 
the interests of local stockmen, who graze sev- 
eral thousand head of cattle on certain allotte.d 
areas within the preserve, 

Nttiure says of the Harvard College Observ- 
atory : “ Anything concerning this famous in- 
stitution can not fail to be of interest, and 
thus we welcome a reprint from the Harvard 


A lumthi Bvlleiin, March 10, 1916, of two art- 
icles, one by the director, Professor Pickering, 
and the other over the initials ‘ J. D. M.’ deal- 
ing with the observatory and its work respec- 
tively, Founded in 1840 by W, C. Bond, with 
the help of thirty subscriptions of £20 each, 
the endowments now amount to £200,000, and 
the annual income exceeds £10,000, yet, we are 
told, * there has never been a time , . . when 
funds . , . were needed more than they are to- 
day.’ In addition to the well-known Arequipa 
Station in Peru, where the 24-in. photographic 
doublet has been mounted, a station in Jamaica 
has recently been founded for visual work. No 
fewer than seventy complete quarto volumes 
of Annals have been published and eight others 
are in preparation, whilst about 200 circulars 
have been issued. Concerning the progress of 
the Draper Catalogue, we are informed that 
down to March 1, 1915, Miss Cannon had classi- 
fied no fewer than 188,860 stellar spectra,” 


VNIVEBSITY AND EDVCATIONAL NEWS 

Captatn 0, F. Balleine, fellow of Exeter 
College, Oxford, who was killed in action on 
July 2, bequeathed £1,000 to the college. 

Accordino to the London Times Sir A. H. 
Church has bequeathed to fellows of Lincoln 
College, Oxford, £600; to the Waynflete pro- 
fessor of mineralogy in the university £100 for 
the purchase of apparatus and mineral speci- 
mens, together with the testator’s optical in- 
Btrumerits, mineral specimens and chemical 
apparatus; and £100 to the curators of the 
Ashmolean Museum. 

Db. T. 0. Hebd, professor of physios at the 
Northern State Normal School, Marquette, 
Michigan, has been granted his sabbatical year 
and will devote it to study at Columbia Uni- 
versity. 

New appointments at Bedford College, Lon- 
don, as we learn from Nature, include : assist- 
ant lecturer in physics, Miss M. 0. Saltmarsh ; 
demonstrator in physios, Miss M. Baxter ; 
demonstrators in physiology, Miss Hartwell 
and Miss Tweedy; demonstrator in geology, 
Miss I. Lowe. 
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Dr. H. G. Earle has been appointed to the 
chair of physiology in the University of Hong- 
kong. 


DISCUSSION AND COSBESPONDENCE 
MASS AS QUAKTITY OF MATTER 

That the words ‘'quantity of matter” are 
Kxi service in explaining the significance of 

mass ” in dynamics has been assumed either 
explicity or tacitly by many authorities, in- 
'cluding Newton, Maxwell, Kelvin, Tait and 
Clifford, and this view is obviously held by 
several of those who have contributed to the 
recent discussion in Soienoe. There are, 
however, those who dissent from this view,^ 
maintaining that the word mass as used in 
dynamics has no meaning except that given to 
it by the “ law of acceleration ” (Newton’s 
second law), and that the statement that “the 
mass of a body is a measure of its quantity of 
matter” contributes nothing to our under- 
standing of the definition. My present object 
is to call attention to a consideration which 
appears to be lost sight of by those who take 
this latter position. This consideration, stated 
briefly, is that the maes of a hody is distributed 
in a perfectly definite way among the individ- 

1 The diflsenting view is vigorously -advocated by 
Professor Huntington' in his latest letter (Soience, 
July 80, 1915). It should be noted that this 
question is aside from the question whether mass 
should appear in the fundamental equations. 
Whatever definition of mass may be adopted, the 
fact remains that the quantity ordinarily called 
maas is a part of the fundamental data of dynam- 
ics. That Professor Huntington 's formulation 
of principles obscures this fact is my chief reason 
for dissenting from it. Purther discussion of this 
point by me would, however, be a reiteration of 
what has been said in a former communication 
(SciRNOE, April 23, 1916). Any reader who is 
intereeted ir» Professor Huntington’s reference to 
my textibook on theoretical mechanics may find 
by consulting the book that the explanation of the 
laws of motion contained in it is substantially that 
which I have recently favored In the pages of 
SoiBNos; but it is my present belief that the notion 
of quantity of matter might have been used more 
effectively in this book, as well as in most other 
text-books that are known to me. 


ual portions of matter of which the body is 
composed. 

Dynamics deals with the motions of bodies. 
By a body we mean any connected aggregate 
of matter. Without attempting to define mat- 
ter, we recognize the applicability to it of the 
notions that the whole ie greater than any 
part and the whole is equal to the sum of its 
parts. These are quantitative notions; and it 
will be seen that they are an essential part of 
the notion of mass which we habitually use in 
interpreting the second law of motion. 

Consider the following proposition : 

I. If two bodies be acted upon hy equal 
forces, the body having the greater mass will 
have ike lesser acceleration. 

According to one view this is merely an ar- 
bitrary definition of the meaning of greater 
and less as applied to mass; u e,, the state- 
ment that “the mass of a body A is greater 
than that of a body B ” is held to mean noth- 
ing more than that “ if A and B be acted upon 
by equal forces the acceleration of A will be 
less than that of J5.” If, however, we are to 
regard proposition I. as having any applica- 
tion to actual physical bodies, it is easy to 
show that it is not a mere definition, but a 
partial expression of a physical law, enabling 
us in certain cases to make predictions. Thus, 
suppose material to be removed from a body A, 
leaving a body B; we know that, if a certain 
force be applied to A and an equal force after- 
ward to B, the acceleration of B will be greater 
than that of A; and the truth of this is recog- 
nized because we know that B contains less 
material than A. That is, in applying L to 
this case we associate with mass the notion of 
quantity of matter. 

Consider now the following more definitely 
quantitative proposition : 

n. If different bodies are acted upon hy 
equal forces, the resulting accelerations ora in 
the ffwerse ratios of the masses of the bodies. 

The interpretation we put upon this proposi- 
tion becomes evident from a consideration of 
particular cases. 

As a first illustration let A be a body whibh, 
when acted upon by a force F, has the accelera- 
tion a; and suppose A to be divided into twe 
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bodies B and 0 and that foroes equal to F, ap- 
plied to B and C, cause accelerations a', a"* 
We recognize the truth of the following state- 
ments about the values of a' and : 

Both a' and a" are greater than a. 

If one of the accelerations a\ a'* is leas than 
2a the other is greater than 2a. 

If a' and a'* are equal, each is equal to 2a. 

The accelerations satisfy the equation 1/a' 
H- l/a"==l/a. (This of course includes the 
throe preceding statements.) 

These statements are consequences of II.; 
but the reason we recognize this is because we 
recognize that A contains more matter than 
either B or C, and that the sum of the quan- 
tities of matter of B and 0 is equal to that of 
A, That is, in interpreting II, we regard 
moss as a measure of quantity of matter. 

As another illustration, let A and B be any 
two distinct bodies such that when equal forces 
are applied to them the acceleration of A is 
less than that of B. Proposition 11. tells 
us that the mass of A is greater than that of 
B; but is there any reason for saying that A 
contains more matter than Bt There is this 
reason: We know that, by removing from A 
some quantity of matter, there will remain a 
body A' such that, if equal foroes be applied to 
A' and B, their accelerations will be equal; or 
by adding to B some quantity of matter there 
will ibe produced a body B' such that, if equal 
foroes be applied to A and B\ their accelera- 
tions will be equal. Moreover, we know that 
the matter which must be taken from A to pro- 
duce A', and that which must be added to B 
to produce B\ have equal masses m as tested 
by n,; and that if the aocelm'ations of A 
and B due to equal foroes F are a* and a", a 
body of mass m acted ui>on by a force F would 
have an acceleration a such that l/a = l/a' — 
1/a". These facts are all recognized as 
consequences of II, because we regard mass 
as therein used to be a measure of qumUty 
of matter; they would not follow if our notion 
of mass were derived wholly from proposition 
n. itself. 

The flignificanoe of mass in the second law 
of motion is sometimes stated in the following 
form: 


m. The forces required to give equal oo- 
ceUrations to different bodies are proportional 
to their masses. 

It is easy to cite illustrative cases showing 
that in applying this proposition also we in- 
terpret mass os a measure of the matter of 
which bodies are composed. Thus the state- 
ment that body A has three times the mass 
of body B ” means more than that body A 
requires three times as much force as body B 
to give it a specified acceleration''; it means 
that the material contained in body A might 
be made into three bodies, each of which would 
require the same force as body B to give it a 
specified acceleration. 

It is of course true that an important part 
of the import of propositions H. and m. 
consists in giving precision to the definition of 
mass. But the illustrations which have been 
given show that the preliminary definition of 
mass as quantity of matter is not without 
important meaning, and serves a useful pur- 
pose in explaining the significance of mass in 
the laws of motion. 

L. M. Hoseins 

Stanford University, 

August 5, 1015 

IS SIVAPITHEOUS PILGRIM AN ANOE9TOE OF MAN? 

In the Records of the Gfeological Survey 
of India ” for February^ 1915, Dr. Guy E. Pil- 
grim has described the fossil anthropoids of 
India, including several new forms of great 
interest from the Lower, Middle and Upper 
Siwaliks. Through the kindness of Dr. Pil- 
grim the American Museum of Natural His- 
tory bos received casts of his types and prin- 
cipal specimens of Siwalik anthropoids, con- 
sisting of fragments of jaws and isolated 
molars. These casts, together with Dr, Pil- 
grim’s excellent illustrations, have enabled the 
writer to make a critical comparison of the 
extinct Indian anthropoids with the existing 
anthropoids and with recent and extinct races 
of inan. 

Pilgrim describes several new 8x>6ci^ of 
Dryopithecus, a genus characteristic of the 
Upper Miocene of Europe. Its known range 
is thus extended to the Upper Miocene of 
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ladia, Oae of these Indian species of Dr^f- 
opiihecus (jD. punjdbicv^) is apparently re- 
lated to the gorilla; another (D, giganteus), 
perhaps to the chimpanzee; an allied genus, 
Pal<Jeosimia, bears a significant resemblanoe to 
the orang; a fourth type, PdltBopith^cus stvo* 
lensis Lydekker, is a synthetic form with re- 
semblances to the gorilla, chimpanzee and gib- 
bon. In the reviewer^B opinion all these are 
more primitive than any of their modem 
relatives and indicate that in the Upper Mio- 
cene northern India was not far from the 
center of evolution of the anthropoids and 
man. 

The important genus and species SivapUhe- 
euB tndicus, from the Lower and Middle 
Siwaliks, rests upon fragments of the lower 
jaw and dentition. From these Dr, Pilgrim 
has attempted a restoration of the lower jaw 
that shows a subhuman divergence of the op- 
posite rami and a very short, man-like sym- 
physis, Pilgrim regards this genus as in or 
near the ancestral line of Homo sapiens. 

The reviewer regrets to report that after a 
careful study of the evidence he helieves Dr. 
Pilgrim has erred in attributing the above- 
mentioned human characteristics to Sivapithe- 
cus, the jaw of which, in the reviewer’s 
opinion, should be restored rather after the 
pattern of the female orang jaw. The evi- 
dence for this conclusion will be given else- 
where. The reviewer would also dissent from 
Dr. Pilgrim’s allocation of Sivapitkecus to the 
Hominid®, preferring to place it by definition 
in the Sirniidae, since it had ape-like canines 
and front premolars, and, as the reviewer inter- 
prets the evidence, also an ape-like symphysis, 
William K. OmeGOBT 

CABTLK AKD WRIGHT ON CROSSING OVER IN RATS 

In a recent number of Soienoe (August 6) 
Castle and Wright describe a case of linkage 
in rats. One point of general interest indi- 
cated by their results is not pointed out by 
these authors ; namely^ that crossing over occurs 
in both sexes. This conclusion depends on the 
appearance, in P, of their cross (red-eyed 
yellow by pink-eyed yellow), of doubly recessive 
rats. They state that two such rats appeared, 


this being inferred from the fact lhat two of 
the F, pink-eyed yellows, when mated to red- 
eyed yellows of stock, “ produced only red-eyed 
(yellow) offspring.” This result must mean 
either that these two rats were not sufficiently 
tested, and were not really double recessives; 
or else^ if they were double recessives, that 
there had been crossing over in both sexes of 
Fj rats. As to the first possibility, the crucial 
point is the number of red-eyed offspring pro- 
duced in the test mating. Unless this number 
was large enough to completely rule out the 
possibility of the F, pink-eyed rats having been 
only heterozygous for the red-eye factor, ibe 
second alternative is not necessarily tme. If 
the second possibility he true it follows that 
the relation of crossing over to sex determina- 
tion is different here from that in Drosophila 
(Morgan) and the silkworm moth (Tanaka), 
where no crossing over occurs in the sex which 
is heterozygous for the sex factors^ (male in 
Drosophila, female in the silkworm moth). 
Since the evidence from sex-linkage and cytol- 
ogy shows that in several mammals (man, cat, 
etc.) the male is heterozygous for the sex 
factor, we should expect, if the relation to 
crossing over is a general one, that no crossing 
over would take place in the male mammal. 

A. H. SxURTEVANT 

August, 1915 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

A Monograph of the Existing Crinoids, Vol- 
ume 1. The Comatulids : Part 1. By Austin 
Hobart Clark, Assistant Curator, Division 
of Marine Invertebrates, United States Na- 
tional Museum, Bulletin 82. Washington, 
Government Printing Office. 1916, 4to. 
Pp. vi + 486; with 613 text-figures, and 17 
plates. 

The last general treatise upon the Becent 
Crinoids is contained in the monumental 
volumes of P. Herbert Carpenter upon the 
Stalked Crinoids and the Oomatulae,” pub- 
lished in 1884 and 1888 by the British gov- 
ernment as part of the results of the voyage of 
H. M. S, Challenger, Although based chiefly 

1 See Sturtevant, A. BL, Amer, Nat,, XLIX,, 
1915. 
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Upon the OhoUmger collecticms, these toIuix^b 
constituted a thorough monograph of the 
group as it was known at those dates. During 
the ensuing quarter of a century extraordinary 
activity in marine exploration has prevailed in 
all the oceans, resulting in an enormous in> 
crease of material for study — both in the way 
of specimens, and of accurate records of oc- 
currence and distribution, by which the in£u- 
enoe of depth, temperature and ocean currents 
upon the growth and modification of crinoid 
faunas can be studied in a manner not 
hitherto possible. New species end genera 
have thus been brought to light to an extent 
wholly unexpected. With this great multipli- 
cation of new forms, it has become increas- 
ingly evident to those interested in the sub- 
ject that the criteria employed for discrimi- 
nation of the Fossil Crinoida are only appli- 
cable in a limited degree to the Beoent, and that 
some now method of treating the latter is re- 
quired in order to adequately deal with the 
new facts. The practical working out of such 
a method is perhaps the most important gen- 
eral result of Mr. Clarkes researches; this will 
be fully developed in his monograph, of which 
the present volume is the introductory part, to 
be followed by others treating systematically 
the genera and species of the Oomatulids and 
Stalked Orinoids. 

Much of the work to be embodied in the 
subsequent volumes has already been done, and 
the results published in preliminary form in a 
series of pai)ers appearing in various American 
and foreign journals during the past eight 
years, which give evidence of the extraordinary 
energy with which the author has prosecuted 
hie studies. These publications, beginning 
with the description of the new genus Piilo- 
criims in June, 1907, now amount to a total 
of 114 papers, of which 2S were issued in jour- 
nals of England, Denmark, France, Holland, 
Germany, Monaco, Indio, New South Wales 
and western Australia. Some of these are 
really treatises in permanent form — notably 
that upon the Orinoids of the Indian 
Ocean,” a fine quarto volume of 826 pages and 
69 figures, published in 1912 by the trustees 
of the Indian Museum at Calcutta ; this was 


based upon the collections made during a num- 
ber of years by the Royal Indian Marine Pur- 
vey steamer InvBsiigaior, and placed by the 
authorities of the museum in Mr, Clark’s 
hands for description. Another quarto work 
of 209 pages and 10 plates is “Die Orinoiden 
der Antarktis,” published in Germany upon 
the collections made by the steamer Oauss, of 
the Deutsche Sudpolar-Expedition, which were 
sent to the author for investigation. A paper 
upon a collection of crinoida from the Zoolog- 
ical Museum of Copenhagen was published in 
the “ Vidensk Medd. fra den Naturhist, i 
Kjobenhaven,” 1909; one of 100 pages on the 
“Recent Orinoids of Australia,” in the Me- 
moirs of the Australian Museum at Sydney, 
in 1911 ; and another in the same year on the 
“ Crinoidea ” of the Hamburg Southwest Aus- 
tralian Expedition was published as Rand III., 
Lieferung 13, of the scientific results of that 
expedition. 

Of the remaining 91 papers published in 
America, the greater part have appeared in 
the Proceedings of the U. S. National Mu- 
seum, Out of the total number of papers, 69 
have been upon collections examined. Some 
idea of the wide range of the researches upon 
which this monograph is founded may be had 
from an enumeration of the collections, and 
of material from expeditions which have been 
studied. In addition to the already large col- 
lections of the United States Bureau of Fish- 
eries, and of the National Museum, accumu- 
lated by the dredgings of various Coast Sur- 
vey and Fisheries vessels, including the recent 
cruises of the Albatross in the Pocific Ocean, 
the following foreign museum and special col- 
lections have been placed at Mr. Clark’s dis- 
posal and sent by their owners to Washington 
for his use: Zoological Museum, Copenhagen; 
Hamburg Museum, containing the types of 
Hartlaub’s species; Museum fiir Naturkundo, 
Berlin, containing the tyx>e material of 
Johannes Miller’s classical works upon the 
reoent orinoids; Indian Museum, Calcutta; 
Australian Museum, Sydney; Western Aus- 
tralian Museum and Art Gallery, Perth; Sv. 
Gad collection from Singapore; Svensson col- 
lection from East Asia, Copenhagen. Also the 
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material collected by the following special ex- 
peditions; whieh baa been sent to Mr. Clark 
from time to time for description: Ingolf 
(Danish); Greenland and Northwest Atlantic; 
Danish exx)editions to Siam and to the Danish 
West Indies; Inveetigaior and Golden Crown 
(Indian); Indian Ocean; Ilelga (Irish), West 
Ireland; 8ihoga (Dutch), East Indies; Oaiiss 
(German) Antarctic; Gazelle (German), East 
Indies and Australia; Golden Hind (Japan- 
ese); Endeavor (Australia). It may be re- 
marked in passing that in consideration of 
the work done upon the collections of these 
various expeditions, a liberal portion of the 
specimens has in all cases been left in Mr. 
Clarkes hands, which have been placed by him 
in the National Museum; and that as a result 
of these accessions this museum now possesses 
a far more extensive and varied collection of 
the Becent Crinoids than any other institution 
in the world. 

The author^s method of treatment, and the 
classification proposed by him, have gained 
general acceptance by the leading authorities 
upon the recent crinoids, and his new genera 
have been adopted in practise by Dr. Hubert 
Lyman Clark, of the Museum of Comparative 
Zoology, Cambridge; and in Europe by Dr. 
Theodor Mortenaen, of Copenhagen; Pro- 
fessor Ludwig Doederlein, of Strossburg; Dr. 
August Reichensperger, of Bonn; Professors 
Reno Koehler and C. Vasey, of Lyons. Dr. 
Mortensen and Professor Doederlein turned 
over the extensive Danish and German collec- 
tions under their control to Mr. Clark for de- 
scription; and the magnificent collections made 
by the Marine Survey steamers of the Indian 
government were placed in his hands for study 
and publication upon the suggestion of Dr. 
F. A. Bather, the distinguished crinoid author- 
ity of the British Museum, 

In the way of technical equipment for this 
work Mr. Clark has unusual advantages. In 
addition to a general zoological training he had 
the benefit of experience in collecting birds 
and insects in Europe, the West Indies and 
South America. After this he served as nat- 
uralist upon the steamer Albatross of the U. S. 
Fish Commission during a cruise of some 15,- 


000 miles, prosecuting extensive and continual 
dredgings along the coasts of Alaska, the Aleu- 
tian Islands, Kamschatka, Japan and Korea, 
and returning via the Hawaiian Islands. On 
these voyages vast numbers of crinoids were 
taken, and the personal knowledge of their 
occurrence and distribution thus gained by the 
future author enlisted his interest in the in- 
tensive study of these organisms, to which he 
has since given his chief attention. By way of 
further necessary preparation Mr. Clark in 
1010 visited the chief museums of Europe, and 
studied at first hand all the collections of his- 
toric interest containing types and other ma- 
terial used by previous authors from Lamarck 
and Mliller to those of the present day, includ- 
ing the specimens from the Challenger and 
other British exploring steamers which had 
been studied by Sir Wyville Thomson and the 
two Carpenters. Detailed reports of the ex- 
amination of several of these collections were 
published in the Proceedings of the National 
Museum, and the Smithsonian Miscellaneous 
Collections, and in journals of the museums 
visited. 

The present volume, as already stated, iis to 
a large extent introductory, and is chiefiy de- 
voted to the comatulids, or unstalked crinoids. 
After a very full historical introduction, a 
table of the terms employed in the description 
of a comatulid, and a discussion of the rela- 
tive status of tlie crinoids as a zoological unit, 
there is an instructive explanation of the 
proper way to study a comatulid for purpose 
of identification. Then follows an elaborate 
treatise upon the structure and anatomy of 
the crinoids, in the course of which many new 
facta ascertained from dissections and other 
observations by the author are brought out. 
The illustrations, embracing a total of 602 
figures, are prepared with great care for the 
purpose of definite information. With some 
experience in this line as to the fossil crinoids, 
the present writer is able to bear testimony to 
the immense labor involved in the preparation 
of these figures, especially those illustrating 
the minute anatomy of the crinoid skeleton, 
drawn by the author himself. No each tuoid 
representation of these structures for the te- 
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cent erinoids generally baa ever been given be* 
fore. 

There ia not space to review the questions 
of zoological relationshipa discussed — some of 
which are speculativei and will doubtless meet 
with criticism — nor the many new discoveries 
touching the structure and characters of the 
crinoid organism, which testify to the indus- 
try of the author. Among the more general 
conclusions to which these researches have 
led, the following may be mentioned: 

1. The Crinoids of the recent seas are far 
more numerous, both in individuals and in 
species, than is commonly supposed, and their 
relative importance does not fall short of that 
of the other echinoderm groups. 

2. The Crinoids, after a paleontological 
record almost without a parallel for duration 
and for variety in development, are repre- 
sented in the recent seas chiefly by two highly 
aberrant types, viz: (1) the Pentacrinitea, 
which have departed widely from their proto- 
types by enormously increasing the length of 
the column through the indefinite reduplication 
of the first stem joint, or proximale; and (2) 
the Oomatulids, which have departed just as 
widely by discarding the column and com- 
pressing what ia virtually the entire column 
of the pentacrinitea within the compass of a 
single highly cirriferous proximale. Thus 
while the two groups are parallel to each other, 
and are descended from the same ancestral 
stock, and represent the same phylogenetic 
stage, during their development they have di- 
verged from their phylogenetic mean in ex- 
actly opposite directions; and both groups are 
therefore far removed from the direct line 
representing the progressive development of 
the class. 

8. These two aberrant types dominate the 
recent seas to such a degree that in compari- 
son with them all the other types become rela- 
tively insignificant. The comatulids, althongh 
in their relation to the fossil crinoids merely 
an inconspicuous family, far outnumber all of 
the other eocisting crinoids taken together, at 
the same time extending through a much 
wider geographical^ bathymetrical and thermal 
range. They exist in a vast array of diverse 


forms, none of which depart in any great de- 
gree from the general structure of the group, 
so that their classification necessitates the 
creation of numerous subfamilies, and fam- 
ilies, and higher groups, which ore not syste- 
matically comparable to similar groups in the 
stalked crinoids. 

4. Among the Beoent Crinoids the calyx, 
usually reduced to insignificant proportions, is 
of comparatively little systematic value — ^the 
classification being placed chiefly upon the 
column (or homologous structures), and the 
proximal pinnules. This Is, broadly speaking, 
the reverse of the conditions in the fossil 
forms, and this fact involves the recognition 
of characters for the differentiation of species 
and genera wholly different from those em- 
ployed in dealing with the fossils. The appli- 
cation of these criteria to the study of the col- 
lections and material above mentioned has re- 
sulted in the proposal of nearly 100 new gen- 
era, and the description of several hundred 
species new to science, among the comatulids 
alone, the systematic treatment and illustra- 
tion of which are to follow in a succeeding vol- 
ume, 

6. The author believes the echinoderms to 
be a highly abberrant offshoot from a primitive 
crustacean stock, and that they are far from 
being the anomalous creatures they are com- 
monly considered. 

The thanks of all students of the echino- 
derms ere due to the authorities of the Na- 
tional Museum for their liberality in facilita- 
ting the publication of the results of these re- 
searches in BO thorough and comprehensive a 
manner, and in thus giving to the scientific 
public a work which is destined to take rank 
with the great monographs following the 
Challmger Expedition — a series which in its 
entirety stands as one of the finest contribu- 
tions to the knowledge of marine zoology ever 
produced. Frank Springer 


TME PSOCBEDIifaS OF TEE NATIOKAL 
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 

The eighth number of Volume 1 of the 
Froc9eding$ of tho National Academy of Sei- 
encea contained the following articles: 
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1. Weher'a Law and Antagonistic Salt Action: 
Jacques Loeb, Eockefeller Institute for 
Medical Rosearcli, New York. 

The author had shown that the ratio of the 
concentrations of antagonistic ions must re- 
main within certain limits for the normal 
functioning of an organism. It is here shown 
that these limits remain approximately con- 
stant as the concentration of one of the ions 
is changed. 

2. The Polarized Fluorescence of Ammonium 
Urangl Chloride: E. L, Nichols and H. L. 
Howes, Physical Laboratory, Cornell Uni- 
versity. 

The remarkable fluorescence spectrum of 
this salt is described in considerable detail; 
observations being made at •+ 20® C. and 
— 185®. 

3. T*he Linguistic Classification of Poita- 
watomi : Truman Michelson, Bureau of 
American Ethnology, Washington. 

By study of the so-called " verbal pronouns,'' 
which afford most satiafactory claasificatory 
criteria, it is shown that Pottawatomi belongs 
to the Ojibwa Group of Central Algonquian 
dialects. 

4. The Light Curve of XX Cygni as a Con- 
tribution to the Study of Cspheid Variation: 
Hahlow Shapley and Martha Betz Shap- 
LEY, Mount Wilson Solar Observatory, Car- 
negie Institution of Washington. 

The form of the maximum of brightness in 
XX cygni is variable from period to period 
and thus suggests the hypothesis that the 
periodic light and spectrum variations in this 
and other Cephoid variables should be ascribed 
to internal vibrations producing irregularities 
in luminosity instead of to double star phe- 
nomena. 

5. The Feebly Inhibited, IJl, Inheritance of 
Temperament; with Special Eeference io 
Twins and Suicides: C. B. Davenport, Sta- 
tion for Experimental Evolution, Carnegie 
Institution of Washington. 

A statistical study of 89 family histories, 
affording 147 matings, leads to the conclu- 
sion that temperament is inherited as though 
there were in the germ plasm a factor E 


which induces the more or less periodic occur- 
rence of an excited condition and its absence, 
e, which results in a calmness ; also a factor 0 
which makes for normal cheerfulness and its 
absence which permits a more or lees periodic 
depression, the factors behaving as though in 
different chromosomes, so that they are in- 
herited independently, 

6. Second Type Stars of Low Mean Density: 
Harlow Shapley, Mount Wilson Solar Ob- 
servatory, Carnegie Institution of Wash- 
ington. 

Because of its bearing on the question of 
the order of stellar evolution, the density of 
stars of the second spectral type is discussed 
from the standpoint of the dependability of the 
observation and theoretical work that is the 
basis of the derivation of occasional extremely 
low values. 

7. On the Pathological Action of Arsenicala 
upon the Adrenals: Wade H. Brown and 
Louise Pearce, Rockefeller Institute for 
Medical Reaearch, New York. 

That arsenicala of diverse chemical consti- 
tution exert pronounced pathological action 
upon the adrenals has not been generally 
recognized. It appears from these observa- 
tions that the adrenotropic action of arsenicals 
is one of the most constant and important fea- 
tures of arsenical intoxication, and it is sug- 
gested that therapeutic doses of some arsen- 
icals may be found to produce definite stimu- 
lation of the adrenal glands. 

8. Variations in the Character and Diatrihvr 
Hon of the Renal Lesions produced by Com- 
pounds: Louise Pearob and Wade H. Brown, 
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research, 
New York. 

Not all compounds of arsenic produce vas- 
cular lesions; some are capable of producing 
tubular nephritis; the difference in the patho- 
genic action being explainable only upon the 
basis of the chemical constitution of the differ- 
ent compounds of arsenic. 

9. Seoen Points on a Twisted OuUo Ouroe: 
H. S. White, Department of Mathematics, 
Vassar College. 

If seven points on a twisted cubic be ioined» 
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two and two, by twenty-one linee, then any 
seven planes that contain these twenty-one 
lines will osculate a second cubic curve. 

Edwin BiowELt Wilson 


SPECIAL ARTICLES 

PRELIMINARY STUDIES ON INTRAOELLULAR DIGES- 
TION AND ASSIMILATION IN AMPHIBIAN 
EMBRYOS ^ 

By means of a double stain of janus green 
and neutral red in an isotonic salt solution, 
the initial dilution of each stain being about 
1:10,000, the yolk globules in the living cells 
of Ambly stoma embryos may be differentiated 
into two types, which, for convenience of de- 
scription, I designate as “ alpha ” and ** beta ” 
globules. The alpha globules stain selectively 
with janus green, at first greenish blue and 
then pinkish, presumably upon reduction of 
the dye. The beta globules stain selectively 
with the neutral rod, and are by far the more 
numerous in the ecU. When the same dyes 
are used singly in a dilution of 1:30,000 the 
alpha globules are relatively inert towards the 
red, and the beta globules are not stained by 
the green. In smears of living embryos which 
have been fixed upon the cover glass with the 
acetic-oamic bichromate mixture and stained 
with acid fuohsin according to the method of 
Bensley,® for mitochondria, the beta globules 
stain a deep, brilliant red while the alpha 
globules take on a duller tint, bordering on 
purple. The two types of globules may be 
similarly differentiated in sections prepared ac- 
cording to this method. 

In smears of living ceUs which have been 

1 When this paper was written I was not ac- 
quainted with the contribution of C. Saint-Hilaire : 
f^Ueber die Veranderungen der Dotterkdrner der 
Amphibien bei der intracellulttren Verdauung," 
Zoologisdhe JahrhUchor, AVt f. AUg. ZooL u. 
Physiol., B. 34, Heft 2. After a careful study of 
his results I am convinced that Saint-Hilaire has 
not seen my ** alpha bodies,” Otherwise, my ob- 
servatioua, in many respects, are in striking agree- 
ment with Ids. The differences in matters of inter- 
pretation can not be discussed here. 

aBensley, B. E,, '^Studies on the Pancreas of 
the Guinea Pig,” Amttican ^ounuU of Anaiomt, 
Vol. 12, No. 3. 


stained in janus green, alpha globules may be 
found here and there with deeply stained, blue 
excrescences upon their surface. These struc- 
tures may be described as alpha bodies.” 
These are particularly distinct after the glob- 
ule on which they occur has begun to take 
on the pinkish tint. They frequently appear 
as rows of slightly elongated masses connected 
by slender threads of the same kind of sub- 
stance. In optical section some of them seem 
to dip into the substance of the globule while 
others project in varying degree above it. 
Some even have a very slight attachment to 
the globule. In other instances similarly 
staining substance is arranged in relatively 
coarse bands with ragged outline, a condition 
to which I shall refer again in considering the 
toxic action of the dye. 

The different forms of alpha bodies I regard 
as indioati ve of different stages in their 
development. I have seen them in numerous 
cases arranged in rows over the surface of the 
globule as separate and distinct bodies. In 
this condition they have the form and color of 
mitochondria in the same preparation. In 
one instance, in fact, after I had begun to 
draw a globule with these separate and distinct 
alpha globules on its surface, I observed that 
some of the alpha bodies were changing their 
position relative to each other, and, giving con- 
tinuous and close observation to those bodies, 
I saw some of them break loose from the 
globule and become indistinguishable in form 
and color from mitochondria which appeared 
elsewhere in the same preparation. Alpha 
bodies are visible also in smears and sections 
made according to Bensley^s method for mito- 
chondria as noted above. 

Similarly there appear on some beta globules 
structures which may be called beta bodies,” 
These stain a deep red in contrast with the 
more delicately tinted body of the globule. 
In some respects they resemble in general 
structure the alpha bodies, but they are of a 
coarser nature. In some instances there is a 
hull of this substance around the greater part 
of the globule. Upon other globules it appears 
in ridges or as a chain of angular bodies. Jn 
smears of living cells I have seen beta bodies. 
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also, break loose from tbe globule. In the 
free condition they become indistinguishable 
from the free bodies which are abundant in the 
cells of amphibian embryos and which are 
ordinarily regarded as pigment. These pig- 
ment granules, although having a color of 
their own, at least upon their surface, stain 
deeply with neutral red. The beta bodies give 
the reaction for fat with Herxheimer’s method. 

That the beta bodies con not be degeneration 
products in the strict sense is evidenced by the 
fact that yolk globules remain intact for a 
long period in dishes of putrefying embryos, 
and that, in this condition, they do not stain 
selectively in neutral red and nothing like beta 
bodies can be found upon them. However, 
such globules, taken from disintegrating em- 
bryos, after they have been ingested by large 
protozoa, stain selectively in the food vacuoles 
of the living organism. In fact, large ciliates 
which have been feeding in dishes where em- 
bryos arc disintegrating in a solution of neu- 
tral red, become gorged with deep red granules 
in dense masses. In one instance I have seen 
a swimming ciliate discharge a number of 
these granules, apparently as dejecta. 

In the study of the reaction to janus green 
of yolk globules that have been ingested by 
protozoa I have met difficulties which have not 
been entirely overcome, but in one large ciliate 
I have succeeded in getting the reaction of two 
food vacuoles to the double stain of janus 
green and neutral red. In this case the sur- 
face of the globule stained a dense red and the 
other contents of the vacuole around the yolk 
globule a faint blue which changed in time to 
faint pink. The latter reaction was ddicate 
but unmistakable. 

A study of the artificial digestion, also, of 
yolk globules which have been taken from 
dead embryos supports the view that the selec- 
tive staining of yolk globules and the bodies 
on their surface is due to processes of diges- 
tion. When such globules are digested in a 
mixture of pancreatin and neutral red many 
stain selectively and bodies appear on their 
surface which resemble beta bodies in living 
preparations. With prolonged digestion in 
pancreatin and neutral red the solution be- 


comes yellow, and the core of the digesting 
globules yellow, while the bodies on their sur- 
face are deep red. Such reactions do not 
occur in digestion with pepsin in solution with 
neutral red, either with or without the addition 
of hydrochloric acid, although there is positive 
evidence of digestion in the mixture. Diges- 
tion with i)epsin and janus green, however, 
brings about selective staining of globules 
which, during digestion, break up into very 
small bodies. These bodies stain a deep blue 
or blue-green. Such bodies occur, also, upon 
the surface of more faintly stained blue glob- 
ules, in which case they resemble the alpha 
bodies of living preparations. Although they 
are usually larger than the typical alpha 
bodies, some of them are of about the same 
size. 

In preparations of living cells stained with 
the double stain of neutral red and janus green 
I have on several occasions found an individ- 
ual globule which had both alpha and beta 
bodies attached, the alpha bodies situated in 
bluish areas and the beta bodies in regions of 
fainter red. One such globule I had under 
observation for over eight and one half hours. 
During the latter part of this period beta 
bodies became detached from tbe globule 
while the globule became much reduced in size 
and retained tbe bluish tint over a relatively 
larger area than formerly. During this time 
an alpha body, also, disappeared from the 
surface of the globule, but it could not be 
recognized afterwards in tlie free condition as 
were the beta bodies. The latter, in the free 
condition, assumed the characteristics of the 
so-called pigment granules in the same prep- 
aration. 

These preliminary observations have left a 
strong conviction in my mind that;, in the 
digestion and assimilation of yolk in these 
embryos, enzymes effect a cleavage of tbe super- 
ficial substance of the globule; that, following 
tliis cleavage, the end-products of tbe process 
segregate into alpha bodies on the one hand 
and beta bodies on the other, and that the 
alpha bodies, probably undergoing some 
chemical (diange in the meantime, beoome free 
as mitochondria in the process of assimilation 
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into protoplasm, while the beta bodies are at 
this stage of development essentially a residue 
which later in cytomorpliosis, possibly only 
after the circulatory system has assumed its 
nutritive role, may undergo further digestion. 

This interpretation is further supported by 
the fact that janus green manifests much 
greater toxicity than does neutral red when 
embryos are grown in like dilutions of these 
dyes. This difference in toxic action becomes 
intelligible when one recognizes that it is the 
processes that are leading up to the construc- 
tion of protoplasm that are obstructed by the 
reaction of janus green with the cell, whereas 
it is only the residue, so to speak, of these 
processes that is attacked by the neutral red. 
The latter dye has, however, a very considerable 
toxic action, the intracellular effects of which 
can be readily recognized. The yolk globulefe 
of embryos that have grown some time in a 
solution of neutral red have enormous, deeply 
stained red excrescences upon their surface. 
Many small structures like beta bodies in the 
fresh smears of living cells occur also under 
such conditions. The excessively large ex- 
crescences, which form large buds and separate 
into deeply staining, small globules, can not 
be regarded, of course, as perfectly normal. 
Neither are they degeneration products in the 
strict sense, for, as noted above, they do not 
occur on globules of degenerating tissues. 
They should be regarded, rather, as the result 
of normal processes that have been obstructed 
by the reaction of the products with the dye. 
That there is a more stable chemical compound 
established here is evidenced by the fact that 
these excrescences can be fixed with ammo- 
nium molybdate and preserved in microscopic 
sections, whereas neutral red stains of other 
structures in the cell can not be preserved by 
this method. Unusually large excrescences, 
also, which I have frequently seen on alpha 
globules, are probably the expression of the 
toxic action of janus green. 

He experiments which have led me into 
this field began as a search for a method of 
detecting polarity in cells and physiological 
gradients within the embryo, my purpose being 
to correlate my work on the growth of the 


reflex arc in its relation to the development 
of behavior with recent researches upon gra- 
dients in lower o^anisms, particularly by 
Child.® In their bearing upon this original 
plan my results seem to justify the use of 
janus green and neutral red as indicators of 
digestion and assimilation of yolk in amphib- 
ian embryos. Beyond this, it seems to me, my 
observations give a clue, not only to the 
mechanism of intracellular digestion and as- 
similation of yolk, but also to the nature of 
the toxic action of the dyes that have been 
employed. My observations, however, are not 
presented here as conclusive evidence. They 
require critical review and extensive corrobora- 
tion. But, awaiting the opportunity of an- 
other season, I feel justified in making this 
preliminary report, particularly in the hope of 
enlisting the interest of other biologists in the 
amphibian embryo as a unique source of in- 
formation upon important phases of cellular 
biology. It would be interesting to know, for 
instance, the cytological side of tlm toxic 
action of the phenolic compounds which Gort- 
jier and Banta^ used on amphibian embryos. 
With reference to mitochondria, my interpre- 
tation that they are derived in the amphibian 
embryo from yolk through the formation of 
structure which I call ** alpha bodies '' is 
wholly in accord with the conclusion of Cowdry® 
that mitochondria are associated with me- 
tabolism, and it is not at variance with the 
observations of M. R. and W. H. Lewis® that 

8 Child, C. M., * ‘ Studies on the Dynamic 
Morphogenesis and Inberitanoe in Experimental 
Keproduction, VIII., t^namio Factors in Head- 
determination ini Planaria/* The Journal of 
perimenial Zoology, Vol. 17, No. 1, 

• Gortner, R. A,, and Banta, A. M., ‘‘Notes on 
the Toxicity of Dilute Solutions of Certain Pheno- 
lic Compounds, etc.,*’ BtookeirrUcal SuHetin, Vol. 
3, Nos. 11, 12. 

8Cowdry, E. V,, “The Comparative Distribu- 
tion of Mitochondria in Spinal Gfanglion Cells of 
Vertebiatea,** The American Journal of Anatomy, 
Vol. 17, No. 1. 

•Lewis, M, R., and W. H., “Mitochondria (and 
Other Qi^oplaemic Structures) in Tissue Cul- 
tures/' The American Journal of Anatomy, Vol. 
17, No! 8. 
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mitochondria in the cells of the chick embryo 
increase in size and divide by fission, when 
the cells are grown in vitro. If, as my obser- 
vations indicate, mitochondria are involved in 
the anabolic phase of metabolism, one would 
expect them to grow in the cell of the chick 
embryo by accretion from end products of 
digestion absorbed by the cell; whereas in the 
amphibian embryo the food is stored within 
the C€*ll as relatively stable substance and the 
whole transformation from food to protoplasm 
must take place in situ. So long as the cell is 
nourished from yolk which it contains, the 
mitochondria, I believe, grow upon tlie surface 
of the yolk globule. They may be certain end 
products of digestion, or they may be synthe- 
sized out of certain of the end products of 
digestion. However, before accepting this 
hypothesis it is important to know whether 
lUiitochondria occur in cells which have been 
deprived of their yolk by centrifuging. The 
work of Banta and Gortner,^ and particularly 
that of Jenkinson,® upon the development of 
centrifuged amphibian eggs should be ex- 
tended into the cytological field to determine 
wherein the mechanism is deficient in those 
cells which do not develop normally. Further- 
more, the interpretations liere offered, in so far 
as they relate to mitochondria, must be quali- 
fied by the consideration that their validity 
rests largely upon the nature of the bodies in 
the protoplasms which I have regarded as 
mitochondria. My judgment on this point is 
based upon the use of janus green as a vital 
stain and of Bcnsley^s acetic-osmic-bichromate 
method, the two methods which, taken to- 
gether, seem to be accepted as the nearest ap- 
proximation to a specific teat for mitochondria 
now at our command, But regardless of 
theoretical considerations, the observations 

T Banta, A, M., and Gortner, B. A., Accessory 
Appendages and Other Abnormalities Produced 
in Amphibian Larvw through the Action of Centrif- 
ugal Porcoj^* The Jowrnal of Experimental Zool- 
agp, Vol. 18, No. 8. 

s Jenkinson, J. W,, "The Relation between the 
Structure and the Development of Centrifuged 
Eggs of the Prog," QuaHerly Journal of Micro- 
acopieal Science, April, 1W4. 


which have been described are, I believe, sub- 
stantially correct* and they are presented in 
this form with the hope of stimulating in- 
terest in a field of study which affords peculiar 
opportunity for making a definite advance in 
our knowledge of the mechanics of the cdl, 
particularly in relation to the growth of the 
organism. 

George E. CooHitt 

■University or Kansas 

TRAXKS OF BEATING LIGHT WAVES 

If two spectra, having the same longitudinal 
axis but reversed in color (i. e., respectively 
red-violet and violet-red), are brought to inter- 
fere, the interference should occur only along 
the single transverse line of coincidence and 
therefore be inappreciable. If it is visible, 
then light waves of slightly different wave- 
lengths, lying symmetrically on either side of 
the common transverse axis, must also be oapa. 
ble of interference in optics, in complete anal- 
ogy with the case of musical beats in acoustics. 
After long searching I found that the occur- 
rence of the phenomenon in question can be 
shown experimentally. Its scintillating ap- 
pearance is exceedingly striking. It is com- 
plete within a transverse strip of the spectrum 
but one half to one third the width of the 
sodium lines. It partakes of the general char- 
acters of elliptic interferences however, except 
that the ellipses are now extremely eccentric 
(needle-shaped in other words) and confined to 
a single color. If the given width be regarded 
as the distance between two fringes and esti- 
mated as dA = 2.4X 10"* cm., if x be the dis- 
tance along the axis of propagation within 
which one reenforcement occurs, then 

ir=aXVd\ = 36 X IQ-V^A X 10-*=. 15 cm,, 

or the limiting group wave-length of the light 
waves is over a millimeter. Details and allied 
results, for which there is no room here, will be 
found in the complete paper, now in the hands 
of The American Journal of Science, 

Oabl Bibitb 

Brown Univirsitt, 

I»BOVmENO», B. I, 
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SOCIETY OF AMEEICAN BACTEE10L0QI8TB 
VI 

Banitwry BacierioXogy 
Under the auperviaion of W. W, Ford 
Bficteria in Ci<y, Country and Indoor Air: Wii»* 

LIAM W. BaowKK. 

The New York State Commieflion on Ventilation 
under the direction of Professor C.-E. A. Winslow 
undertook a STstematic examination of the air in 
and about New York City* During the survey 863 
samples of air were examined and may bo roughly 
divided as follows: 

1. City air 134 samples. 

2. Country air 85 samples. 

3. Office air 87 samples. 

4. Factory air 47 samples. 

The eomples were collected and examined ae- 
cording to the methods proposed by the Committee 
on Standard Methods for the Examination of Air 
of the American Public Health Association. In 
each examination 5 eu. ft. of air were pumped 
through a sand Alter by (1) hand pump in the 
field, (2) power pump in factories and offices. 
Samples were plated on gelatin and litmus lactose 
agar and plated at 20** C. and 37° 0., respectively* 


j5«mTO£iry of EesulU 


Bouro« 

No. 

MIoroorgsaiami i>or Cu. Ft. 

Strep, 
per l6o 

Si. rt. 

of Air 

Ci 

it 

For Cost. 
B«low m 
per Cu. Ft. 

d 

% 

Per Ceot. 
Below 12S 
per Cu. Ft. 

Country 

85 

58 

(94%) 

30 

(94%) 

12 

City 

134 

72 

82%) 

32 

(98%) 

11 

Omoes. 

87 

94 

(g0%) 

80 

l^%) 

22 

Factories 

47 

1131 

(82%) 

68 1 

(92%) 

43 

Schools' 

884 

98 

bm 

— 
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ConoluoioM 

1. Microorganisme developing at 20° C. on gela- 
tine are generally under 50 per cn. ft., rarely over 
300 pM* eu. ft 

2. Microorganisme developing at 87° 0. are 
rarely over 60 per on. ft. 

3. Number of Btreptoooeei equals 10 per 100 
eu. ft 

4. Air of occupied spaces contains more bacteria 
than open spaces and shows greater fluotuatlona 

Basfcerville and Winslow school^room air 
examination in New York City, in wMeh same 
methods were employed. 


The Effieiency of Endo*$ Medium in DeUding 
Memhere of the Colon Group: G. C. Supplxb, 
Fifty-three cultures were studied and identified. 
Twenty-nine of these were found to belong to the 
colon group. Eleven were closely allied forms, but 
could not be Included within the group if strict 
adherence to the classiflcation was observed. Three 
were coccus forms; four were of the acid pep- 
tonizing type and two failed to ferment any of 
the sugars and produced no change in milk. The 
data were not complete from four of the cultures. 

Bepresentatives of the colon types and the acid 
peptonizing type were plated upon Endows me- 
dium after different degrees of attenuation. The 
results of these experiments i^owed that the in- 
tensity of the reaction was weakened as the at- 
tenuation increased. The color reaction of the 
acrogenee and aeidi lacti types tended to fade to a 
white or pink. The fading took place much 
sooner if the colony developed on the surface or if 
the culture was at its greatest vigor. 

Since sub -surface development gave rise to many 
doubtful reacting colonies, two hundred and thir- 
teen such colonies were studied and fifty-seven per 
cent, were found not to belong to the colon group. 

From experiments with pure and mixed cul- 
tures of the colon varieties it was found that about 
a plus four tenths acidity gave the maximum num- 
ber of reactions. 

Organisms which Do Not Belong to the Colon 
Group and Produce Black Fields on MaouXin- 
BileaaXi Media: J. Vamdkrlxck. 

In the summer of 3033 more than 8,000 SBSculin- 
agar plates made of milk were examined: and 700 
colonies selected for further study. As a result 10 
organisms were found to produce black colonies 
on assculin-bilesalt media at blood heat inside 48 
hours and which did not have the least relation to 
the colon group. These organisms showed hardly 
any action in milk, gas production in sugars was 
absent in the majority and sometimes liquefaction 
combined with alkalinity was present. These or- 
ganisms came from one milk district — Huntingdon 
— ^and could not be recovered from that source in 
the following spring. However, another exception 
appeared for a short time in large numbers. This 
organism was in many respects closely related to 
the colon group, produced first acid in milk fol- 
lowed by alkaline digestion and formed gas in 
saccharose* Altogether 135 organisms were tested 
in the examinationw 

Working at lower temperature and keeping the 
plates for at least 5 days, more exceptions would 
appear, 7 of which were carefully studied* Col- 
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onies appparicg in water samples were also tested, 
but among 250 test cultures no exceptions were 
encountered. Our conclusions of these exhaustive 
tests are that the ABsculin-bilesalt test is thoroughly 
reliable. Out of 1,200 samples analyzed only in 
one case a wrong impresBion was obtained on ac- 
count of the presence of somo exceptional organ- 
ism. A full description of this investigation will 
appear in the Ceniralhlait fiir BakterioXogie, 
A’lm&ers a/nd Effwiency of B. bulgaHous Organ- 
ism9 in Comweraiai Freparationg Examined Dur- 
ing ike Period January-June, 1914: BUTH C. 
Gksathouse, 

The number and efTiclency in acid production of 
B. hulgarieue in commercial preparations are an 
index of the value of the proparations. 

Forty commercial preparations, the products of 
twenty -three firms, were examined between Jan- 
uary 16, 1914, and June 1, 1914. These samples 
were collected fresh from the manufacturers and 
held under conditions of temperature and humid- 
ity which are practicable for commercial handling. 
They contained, in the case of dry cultures, from 
none to 250,000 living B, hulgaricus per gram; in 
the eaae of liquid cultures, from 2,S00 to 820,000,- 
000 per c.c. ; in the case of sour milk drinks, from 
800 to 790,000,000, 

The maximum acidity produced in milk by the 
B, hulgaricus in these preparations varied from 
1.20 per coni, to 3.41 per cent, acid calculated as 
lactic. The ability of the B, bulgariout to pro- 
duce acid was decreased in the old preparations. 
The amount of decreases averaged 38.5 per cent, 
in the case of dry cultures kept on ice for two 
months, and 26.4 per cent, in the case of liquid 
preparations kept on ice for two weeks. 

The Btrains producing different degrees of acid- 
ity were examined for differences in morphology, 
staining properties and curd production in milk, 
which would indicate that they were separate or- 
ganisms, but no such differences were found. 
Agglutination Studies of MilJc from Cows Affected 
u)ith Contagious Abortion: L. H. Oooledqk, 

Milk studied was obtained from a herd in which 
a high percentage of animals have repeatedly 
given positive complement fixation and agglutina- 
tion tests for contagious abortion and having a 
record of frequent abortions. 

The milk from each quarter of 61 cows has been 
examined at interrals during the last 6 months. 
Of these the milk of 18 (30 per cent.) has given a 
positive agglutination test with BacU abortus, in 
one or more quarters, at some time, or during this 
period. The power of the milk of one quarter to 


agglutinate the abortion bacterium has been ob- 
served to spread to another quarter and finally to 
all four; it has also been observed to gradually die 
out. Milk drawn at about the middle of the milk- 
ing has the strongest agglutinating reaction. 

An attempt to demonstrate the presence of Boot, 
abortus in milk that agglutinates the organism has 
resulted as follows. Out of 18 quarters the milk 
of which agglutinate the abortion bacterium the 
milk of 14 produce lesions in guinea-pigs which 
are like the typical lesions caused by a pure cul- 
ture of Boot, abortus. 

In the 7 cows whose milk has gradually acquired 
the power of agglutinating the abortion bacterium 
during this experiment one or both of the rear 
quarters have been the first to show agglutination. 
This suggests contamination of the rear quarters 
by genital discharges. 

The Presence of Bacillus abortus in Milk: Auci 

C. Evans. 

Special methods of plating milk aamples which 
were drawn aseptically have shown that the ba- 
cillus of contagious abortion occurs commonly in 
certified milk in the vicinity of Washington, D. C., 
and Chicago, HI. These organisms grow profusely 
•n serum agar plates. About 30 per cent, of the 
samples of milk from two certified dairies near 
Chicago, which were plated on serum agar, showed 
this organism to be present in milk at the time of 
drawing from the udder, in numbers varying from 
310 to 4,300 per cubic centimeter. In one sample 
taken from a herd which does not produce certified 
milk, 60,000 of the Baoillus abortus were found 
per cubic centimeter. This organism grows abun- 
dantly in the cream layer, with the formation of 
acid, but it grows sparingly in milk from which 
the cream has been removed. Four per cent, of 
lactic acid in the milk does not check the multipli- 
cation of Bacillus aborttis in the cream layer. 

The Influence of Milk and Carbohydrate Feeding 

•n the Bacteriology of the Intestine: liBO F. 

Bettoee and Thomas G. Hnu;*. 

The Intestinal flora of white rats and of fowls is 
determined in a very large measure by the diet. 
White rats that were fed ordinary white bread 
and green vegetable food exhibited an intestinal 
flora which closely resembles that of man. Soon 
after the diet was changed to mixed grain a 
marked transformation took place. When to the 
diet of bread and vegetables a liberal amount of 
milk or of lactose was added the ordinary mixed 
flora quickly became simplified, and often pre- 
sented the picture of only two or three types of 
bacteria, namely hifidus of Tissier and S. aoido- 
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philui of Moro. During continued milk or lactose 
feeding the acidophtit^a type may give way even- 
tually to S, bifidua. Similar results were obtained 
in the domestic fowl, the acidophilus bacillus being 
the most prominent. The feeding of other carbo- 
hydrates, dextrose, maltose, levulose, dextrin and 
starch did not bring about such a change. 

The feeding of bacteria, even in large numbers, 
will in itself exert very little if any Influence on 
the intestinal flora. B. hulgaricus suspensions ob- 
tained from plain agar growths could be recovered 
only occasionally from the feces, and then in very 
small numbers only. On the other hand, when 
sterile milk, whether sweet or sour, was fed to 
white rats which exhibited the usual mixed flora in 
which organisms of the acidophilus type were very 
few or absent, B. aoidopMluSt which in many re- 
spects is practically indistinguishable from B. 
hulgarious, rabidly made its appearance in the in- 
testine and for a time occurred there in relatively 
large numbers 

A Simple Teat for B. sporogenes in Milk and 

Water; John Weinziol. 

The sample of milk to be tested is placed in a 
sterile test tube, and enough solid paraffin is added 
to make when melted, a layer one eighth of an inch 
in thickness. The tubes are then placed in the 
Arnold and heated at 80® C. for ten minutes. 
After boating, they are cooled rapidly; this causes 
the melted paraffin to solidify and form a cover 
which effectively excludes atmospheric oxygen. 
The cultures are then incubated at 37® C. for 24 
hours. If B, sporogenes is present, it digests the 
lactose and forms gas which lifts the paraffin plug. 

The test is simple, cheap and easy of applica- 
tion. When applied to market milk it gave the 
following results: 

90 samples of 6 c.c, milk each gave 28 per cent, 
positive. 

112 samples of 10 c.c. milk each gave 37.5 per 
eent. positive. 

84 samples of 15 o.c. milk each gave 50 per cent, 
pontive. 

Utensils as a Source of Saoterial Contafnination 

of Milk: M. J. Pehoha, H. A. Habdinq, H. M. 
WrarftB. 

This investigation attempted to measure the 
amount of bacterial contamination received by the 
milk from the utensils in which it was handled be- 
tween the oow and the milk bottle. 

The utensils were carefully washed in the ordi- 
nary way, being eorubbed with brush in a warm 
solution^ of Wyandotte and then rinsed out with 
warn water. 


In the accompanying table is given the summary 
of the experiments. 


All Utensils Sterile 

BaoteTla 
per C.c. 

1. Milk leaving the barn 2,558 

2. Bottled milk 3,875 

Utensils Washed — Only Bottles Sterile 

3. Increase due to pails 57,077 

4. Increase up to clarifler 15,853 

5. Increase due to clarifler 172,763 

6. Increase due to cooler 19,841 

7. Increase duo to bottler 247,611 

8. Total in bottled milk 515,203 


All Improvement in the Composition of Lactose 

Bile: Thomas W. Mki.ia. 

Lactose bile, as employed at present, has certain 
disadvantages. 

First: The bile is not always fresh. 

Second: The media, after sterilization, contains 
a heavy sediment in the fermentation tubes which 
interferes with the development of the test. 

Third: Many authors have criticized the inhibit- 
ing power of the bile salts upon B. ooli. 

In regard to the first disadvantage it was found 
best to purchase ox gall from freshly slaughtered 
animals and have it delivered within a few hours 
to the laboratory. It is then evaporated to dryness 
in a vacuum dryer and stored away in one pound 
airtight containers. The bile will keep indefinitely. 

The sediment present in fresh bile and in the 
sterilized media was found to contain mucin, lime 
salts and broken gall stones (cholesterine) prob- 
ably formed by the streptococcus growth. The bile 
should be settled and only the clear supernatant 
liquid used. 

The sediment in the fermentation tubes may be 
prevented by making a five per cent, instead of a 
ten per cent, solution of bile media. 

The known inhibiting power of bile salts led to 
an investigation of the best strength of bile media 
to employ. 

Table showing relative efficiency of the five and 
ten per cent, bile media on orffinary quality of 
drinking waters (60 in number] 



Bive Per Cent. Dried 
Ox Gall 

Ten Per Cent. Dried 
Ox 0 x 11 

o.» 

0.1 

C.e. 

1.0 

C.o. 

10 

C.O. 

0.1 

C.O. 

1.0 

C.o. 

10 

34 hour results..' 
48 hour reBulte..j 
72 hour results.,! 

1«% 

22% 

7^ 

P 

»% 

16% 

18% 

37% 

31% 

40% 

51% 



364 


scimjCE 


[N. a VoL. XLH. No. 1080 


Attenuated 3. coli is more readily shown, also 
less interference from overg^rowths in the five-per- 
cent. bile media. 

Infection and Imrmnitif 
Under the enpervision of J. A. Kolmer 

The Parasite of Oral Endamcshiasis, Sndamaiba 

ginffivalis (Groe) ; Ali^en J. Smith, M.D., and 

M. T. Barrett, U.D.S. 

The authors present a detailed comparison of 
the amoobiform organisms which have been an- 
nounced as discovered in the human mouth and re- 
lated parts, including the ammba of Gros (1849), 
of Steinberg (1862), of Grassi (1879), of Flexner 
(1892), Kartulis (1893), of Prowazck (1904) and 
of Verdun and Bruyant (1907). They conclude 
that of these all save the last are really specifically 
identical and therefore propose as the proper 
nomenclature for this organism Enda/mceha gingi- 
oolis (Gros) with syiionyms: Armba buecoKs 
Steinberg, 1862; Amoeba dentaXis Graasi, 1879; 
Mntamceha IcariuliH Dbfiein {Amwba maailaria 
Kartulis, 1907); and Entampha huooalis Prow- 
azoh, 1904. The organism is an ammba which 
ordinarily is of 30 or 35 mieromillimeters in diam- 
eter in the resting stage, has a fairly differentiated 
ectosarcous periphery, a granular ©ndosarc, full of 
nutrition vacuoles in which are found bacteria, rem- 
nants of leucocytic nuclei and red blood cells or 
their detritus. There is no contractile vacuole. 
The nucleus is small, usually central or subcentral, 
but occasionally excontric; is seen with difficulty if 
at all in the unstained specimen; is poor in chro- 
matin and vesicular in appearance, with small cen- 
tral ‘ * binnonkOrper ^ ’ and a delicate but irregularly 
thickened chromatic membrane. The pseudopodia 
are ordinarily single or few, broadly lobose to long 
and digitate; cellular and pseudopodial motility 
active but variable; reproduction surely by binary 
division and by gemmation; persisting cysts 
formed, but no reproduction cysts as yet observed. 
Habitat in the pus of pyorrhea pockets, on the 
neighboring mucous and dental surfaces, in the 
tonsils, in the abscesses of the jaw, etc. 

The writers urge their inability to distinguish 
morphologically between Endamwba gingivalis 
(Gros) and Endamceba histolytica Schaudinn. 
While stating this view of morphological indistin- 
guishablUty, the writers are unwilling to declare 
general biological identity, although they suspect 
it; and acknowledge that such identity, if estab- 


lished, would open the door to need for important 
revision of our present ideas in regard to amcsbie 
dysentery. 

The Production and Detection of Specific Fer- 
ments for the Typhoid^&M Oroup: Gxonax H. 

Smith. 

The results of the application of the Abderhalden 
reaction to the investigation of three important 
problems were presented, namely: 

1. To what degree does the property of specific- 
ity extend among ferments produced in the body 
through resistance to Infective agents Y 

2. Which method of administration — intra- 
venous, intraperitoneal, or subcutaneous — is the 
most effective for immunization Y 

8. Is there any difference in rapidity of action 
between living bacteria, killed bacteria and killed 
sensitized bacteria when used for immunization Y 

As regards specificity of ferments, reference is 
made to previous work with StaphylocouSf Strepto- 
coocus, PneumocoemSt Uierooocous cata^rhalis and 
B. infiucnsw in which a complete specificity of fer- 
ments was demonstrated. In the present instance 
rabbits were immunized against B. coU communis, 
B. coU cofpmwnioTj paratyphoid bacillus A, paraty- 
phoid bacillus B, and two strains of typhoid ba- 
cillus known as the Hopkins and Bawlings strains. 
The results of these experiments would indicate that 
ferments produced as a result of injections with 
the bacteria employed are highly specific. 

The experiments with the different methods of 
injection, and with living, killed un sensitized and 
killed sensitized bacteria were conducted as fol- 
lows: 

The typhoid bacillus (Rawlings strain) was the 
organism employed. Doses of 50 million were 
given intravenously, intraperltoneally, and sub- 
cutaneously. The animals were bled at stated in- 
tervals and the serums tested by the Abderhalden 
method for specific ferments. 

From this work it appears that the intravenous 
method of administration is most rapid in its re- 
sults, and the subcutaneous gives the slowest re- 
sponse, and that the killed sensitised bacteria are 
most potent in inducing a rapid formation of fer- 
ment. 

Xn verification of this latter concludon, sabcu- 
taneous injections were given, simultaneously, of 
killed typhoid snd killed paratyphoid B, of killed 
typhoid and killed sensitised paratyphoid B, of 
sensitised typhoid and killed paratyphoid B, and 
killed sensitised paratyphoid B. When killed un* 
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Aensitized orgamsmB of both types were injected, 
ferments for paratyphoid B appeared in 33 hours, 
and for typhoid in 36 hours. When killed nnsensi- 
tized typhoid and killed sensitUed paratyphoid B 
were employed specific ferments for paratyphoid 
B appeared after 16 hours, and for typhoid after 
35 hours. When killed sensitized typhoid and 
killed unsensitized paratyphoid B were injected 
ferments for typhoid were demonstrable after 17 
hours, and for paratyphoid B after 36 hours. 
With the final combination in which both types 
were sensitized the serums showed specific ferments 
for both kinds of bacteria after IS hours. 

The above experiments indicate that previous 
treatment of the bacteria with immune serum 
readers them more susceptible to assimilation by 
the body and thus enables them to brinif about a 
more rapid formation of the specific ferments 
which may be detected by the Abderhalden test. 
Secent Studies on Pellagra: J. F. Silke, P. E. 

Oarbison and W. J. MaoNkal. 

The theory that pellagra is due to the ingestion 
of maize or maize products, either good or spoiled, 
i» wholly inadequate to explain the distribution of 
the disease actually observed in Spartanburg 
County, 8. C. 

The conception that pellagra is a specific infec- 
tious disease in some way transmissible from per- 
son to person is strongly supported by our obser- 
vations. The higher incidence of pellagra in the 
more populous districts and its occurrence in defi- 
nite foci are in accord with this view. Definite 
tendency to self -limitation of the attack of pel- 
lagra without specific treatment and without 
change in diet is very evident in many cases, and 
especially so in chihlren. 

The manner of origin of pellagra in its endemic 
foci from year to year indicates that the disease 
spreads from old cases as centers and that it is, 
as a rule, transmitted through relatively short dis- 
tances, within the same house or to the house next 
door. The dieease spreads most rapidly in com- 
munities without efficient provisions for sewage 
disposal and spreads hardly at all in communities 
with sanitary eewer systems 

We have been unable to produce a recognizable 
attack of pellagra in any experimental animal, 
nor have we as yet reeognized the specific infec- 
tious agent of tlw disease. 

The 86kk^ fosBin SeacHon for Tnmmitif itt Diph- 
theria; John A. Kohum and Emily L. Mosh- 

A0B. 

Schick has proposed a simple clinical test for 
immunity to diphtheria consisting in the intracu- 


taneous injection of l/50th the minimal lethal 
dose of toxin for a guinea-pig. If there is less 
than l/30th of a unit of antitoxin in each cubic 
centimeter of the patient's serum, the injected 
toxin acts as an irritant and produces an inflam- 
matory reaction. If l/30th of a unit or more 
antitoxin is present the toxin is neutralized, no 
reaction follows and the Individual is regarded as 
being immune to diphtheria. 

The test has been advocated as a means of test- 
ing the response of active immunization with 
toxin -antitoxin mixtures and to detect susceptibil- 
ity to diphtheria. 

The objects of this study were as follows: 

1. To apply the toxin skin teat to a large num- 
ber of apparen tly normal persons to determine 
susceptibility to diphtheria at different ages. 

2. To determine quantitatively the antitoxin 
content of the blood serum of persons reacting 
positively, slightly positively, doubtfully and neg- 
atively in order to further study the toxin test 
under conditions where the quantity of antitoxin 
in the blood is known. 

3. To study the degree and duration of im- 
munity to diphtheria in normal persons following 
an injection of diphtheria antitoxin. 

4. To study the degree and duration of im- 
munity among persons suffering with scarlet fever 
and receiving an injection of diphtheria antitoxin. 

5. To study immunity during and following an 
attack of diphtheria. 

6. To study the practical value of the toxin akin 
test in determining which persons should be im- 
munized with antitoxin when exposed to diph- 
theria. 

I. In all 3,265 inoculations were made. Of 
these 447 were among persons most of whom 
were healthy and well; a few were suffering with 
various chronic diseases and were tested while In 
various hospitals in Philadelphia. 

The reaction has demonstrated that children be- 
tween the ages of one and eight years are most 
susceptible to diphtheria. 

II. The serums of a number of persons were 
tested for antitoxin content with the following 
results t 

(а) The serums of persons reacting negatively 
to the toxin test usually contained at least 3/SOth 
of a unit of antitoxin per cubic centimeter of 
serum. 

(б) The sSrams of persons reacting weakly 
positive to the toxin test usually contain from 
l/40th to l/160th of a unit of antitoxin per oubio 
eentim^er of serum. 
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(o) The Berums of persons restating strongly 
positive were found to contain less than l/30th of 
a unit per cubic centimeter of serum and fre- 
quently none at all could be detected. 

These results corroborate those of Schick, Park 
and Zingher. 

III. The duration of passive immunity to diph- 
theria was studied in 306 persons by applying the 
toxin skin test at varying intervals after the ad- 
ministration of 1,250 units of antitoxin subcu- 
taneously. 

The immunity conferred was apparently efficient 
for ten dayaj after this interval antitoxin rapidly 
disappeared, so that after four to six weeks the 
immunity may be regarded as having entirely dis- 
appeared. 

IV. The toxin skin test was applied to 862 per- 
sona in the various stages of soarlet fever and at 
varying intervals of time following the subcutane- 
ous injection of 2,500 units of antitoxin to study 
the duration of passive immunity in scarlet fever. 

It was found that in scarlet fever passive im- 
munity following an Injection of diphtheria anti- 
toxin is of shorter duration than that induced 
among normal children in that 10 per cent of the 
former are susceptible within ten days after re- 
ceiving antitoxin. 

V. The toxin test was also applied to 350 per- 
sons, mostly children, suffering with diphtheria 
and receiving from 10,000 to 100,000 units of anti- 
toxin by subcutaneous injection. The high percent- 
age of positive reactions during the first ten days 
of the disease and after large doses of antitoxin 
was quite surprising. As a general rule these oc- 
curred among children with severe infections. It 
was also found that patients were in general just 
as susceptible after an attack of diphtheria as be- 
fore; in other words, it would appear that the body 
cells produce little or no homologous antitoxin and 
the immune antitoxin is soon eliminated. 

VI. Practical experience with a small epidemic 
of diphtheria has Increased our oonfldenee in the 
toxin test as a means of detecting persons suscept- 
ible to diphtheria. The chief practical value and 
application of this test is the detection of non- 
immune Individuals and immunizing those only 
instead of all persons indiscriminately. The reac- 
tion has a special field of usefulness in hospital i 
and wards for the care of children. 

While cultures were made of a large number of 
the persons tested, there was found no constant re- 
lation between the ocourrenee of diphtheria bacilli 
in the upper air passages and the toxin test. 


The Mechanism of Ahderhatden SeaetUm: J. 

Bbonfenbrxknxr. 

When the placenta and serum of a pregnant indi- 
vidual are placed on ice, instead of the thermostat, 
the Ninhydrin reaction substances do not appear 
in dialysate. The analysis of the ingredients, how- 
ever, shows that both the serum and placenta 
underwent changes — namely, placenta was sensi- 
tized by fixing upon itself the specific substances 
from the serum, and the serum was exhausted of 
its specific substances. Such a serum, moreover, 
when separated from placenta and transferred to 
37“ shows gradual deterioration of its comple- 
ment, and parallel with it, the increase of dialjz- 
able Ninhydrin reacting substances as the incuba- 
tion at 37“ goes on. Similar tendency to apparent 
autodigestion can be produced also in any normal 
serum by placing it for a certain time in contact 
with sensitized placenta (but not with normal 
placenta). The absorption by the placenta of 
specific constituents of pregnant serum is not dua 
to a mechanical absorption, but is strictly specific, 
at least within certain quantitative limita 

The action of this specific union between the 
substratum and specific constituents of the serum 
upon the residue of the serum is such that the 
normal antitrypsin of the serum is inactivated (or 
absorbed) and the normal proteolytic ferment is 
set free. The action of this non-specific ferment 
upon the residue of the serum is responsible for 
the appearance of dialyzable substances. This ac- 
tion of the ferment upon the serum can be ar- 
Tosted in the Abderhalden test by the addition of 
any substance acting as antitrypsin, as, for in- 
stance, the serum albumen or serum lipoids, both 
in the pure form and in the form of excess of 
whole normal serum. The products of such auto- 
digestion of the serum are toxic to homologous 
animals, and their appearance can be made evi- 
dent by the biological tests (anaphylaxis ).i 

Do Bcbderia Produce Fyroffenio Poieonsf D, H, 

Bsbgbt, M.D. 

It is believed that the pyrogenic substances act 
by (a) the stimulation of the heat-producing cen- 
ters, or, (h) the inhibition of heat dissipation 
through conduction, radiation and evaporation, or 
(e) by the combination of these two processes* 

It is well known that the injection of animAla 
with distilled water, or with sterQe bouillon leads 
to fever production. Hence it was thought prob- 
able that it might be poesible to show the presence 
of fever-producing poisons in a filtered bouillon 

1 The protocols will appear in one of the follow- 
ing numbers of the J. of Bxper, Med, 
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culture of SaoiUtu typhosus, if the filtrate pro- 
duced a uniformly higher degree of febrile reac- 
tion than did the sterile bouillon, before bacteria 
had been grovm in it. 

It was also thought possiblo that the presence of 
fever-producing substances in the culture filtrate 
could be demonstrated by treating animals for 
some time with these filtrates and then using the 
serum of these animals to inhibit the fever pro- 
duction in normal animals by Injecting serum and 
filtrate at the same time. 

It was soon determined that the serum even of 
normal animals of the same species injected into 
healthy animals in itself caused a febrile reaction. 

It was not possible to demonstrate definitely that 
typhoid bacillus produces soluble toxin which is 
responsible for the febrile reaction in typhoid 
fever. 

It seems more probable that the febrile reaction 
is due to substances liberated from the tissue cells 
under the influence of the organisms 
ITow Bacterial Vaccines Act: E. C. L. Milleb, M.P« 
The protein of the dead germ bodies contained 
in ordinary bacterial vaccines probably produces 
specific immunity. The degree of this immunity is 
probably slight and the question is raised whether 
the immunity measures the entire therapeutic value 
of the vaccine. The fact that well-washed bacteria 
have much less tendency to cause a reaction is taken 
as evidence that besides the dead germs there are 
reaction-producing or pyrogenetic substances in 
the vaccines. The fact that bacterial vaccines must 
usually be administered in doses that produce some 
reaction is taken as indicating that the pyrogenetic 
substances have some port in the improvement. 
One way in which they may aid is in making the 
immunity effective and this may be either by focal 
or general reactions. It is suggested that the ex- 
istence of these two constituents in bacterial vac- 
cines should be mors generally recognised so that 
they may be used separately or together, as may be 
indicated. 

A Cmtri!bution to the Pathogenesis of the Avian 
Tubercle Bacterium: 1 l B. Himuklbsboxb and 
L. A. Mosheb. 

The communication deals with the pathogenic 
effects of living cultures of avian tubercle bacteria 
on rabbits. The problem was undertake^ to study 
the type of tubereuiosis, whether gensoralised or 
localised, produced by Intravenous injection of 
living bacteria of the avian type. 

The work presented in the commnnioaidon in- 
volves the results obtained by Intravenous injec- 
tion of thirty anlmala. With but one exception all 


developed a genoralized tuberculosis, usually termi- 
nating fatally in from twenty to one hundred days. 
In classifying the type of disease produced, the 
nature and distribution of the lesions and the 
course of the disease in the animal were the cri- 
teria used. 

In view of the results obtained the authors de- 
sire to suggest that the use of avian cultures in 
cattle immunization is unsafe both from an eco- 
nomic and public-health point of view. From the 
economic standpoint great danger of infecting by 
vaccination exists since the senior author^ has 
previously shown that calves can be infected by 
tubercular material from avian sources. From the 
public health point of view it is reasonable to sup- 
pose that the avian type of organism would prove 
equally os pathogenic for humane as the t^vine 
type. 

Reciprocal Belaiions of Fintlent oiid Avirvtent 

Cultures in Active Immunisation: Philip B. 

Hadley. 

This paper presented data to show that among 
seventeen non -virulent strains of the fowl cholera 
organism only one (Culture 62} possessed an im- 
munizing value, but that the immunizing value of 
this one was perfect, in so far as inoculation with 
rabbits with 0.000,000,01 c.c. produced permanent 
active immunity against the most virulent strain 
obtainable. When tested against other virulent 
strains, Culture 52 protected in many cases, but 
the point was especially emphasized that in all 
cases in which Culture 62 alone failed to protect, 
perfect immunity was developed through inocula- 
tion with Culture 52, followed, after an appropriate 
time, by inoculation with Culture 48. By the use 
of one or the other method, rabbits may now for 
the first time be permanently protected against 
any virulent strain of the fowl cholera bacterium 
yet obtained. 

These experimental results were used as the basis 
for more general observations. 

1. On the possibility of more efficient active im- 
munization in many communicable diseases by dis- 
covery of what may be termed ‘‘Immunizing 
strains. ’ ’ 

2. On the varied physiological characteristics 
which may be poseessed by microorganisms mani- 
festmg identical morphological, cultural and bio- 
chemical features. 

3. On the heretofore unconfirmed experiments 
of Pasteur regarding the possibility of immuniza- 
tion against fowl diolera by means of non-virulent 
cultural material. 

sCent. /. Baku Erst Ah., Bd. 73, 
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with Seation K, A, A, A^ 8, 
Ventilation 

Under the supervision of C.-E. A. Winslow 
Ventilation in Its Selaiion to Air^home Diseases: 

Db, a. 0. Abbott. 

In several hospitals for the care of contagious 
diseases in England, France, and in one in partic- 
ular in this country, it has been conclusively dem- 
onstrated that certain of the so-called “air-borne” 
diseases of different natures may be treated aide 
by side in the some ward without fear of greater 
transmisflion than commonly occurs when they are 
treated in separate wards. Obviously such observa- 
tions justify grave doubts of the aerial conveyance 
of disease. 

Though we do not know the causative agents of 
the majority of the so-called ** air-borne” diseases, 
yet presumably they are particulate and never 
gaseous in nature. Therefore, they behave in the 
air, when they get there, just as do other sus- 
pended particles. 

From information obtained through the study of 
another phase of the subject we know that a num- 
ber of diseases may be conveyed through the air, 
but here it is always through the agency of insects 
acting as vectors or as hosts for the infective para- 
sites. This, obviously, has more to do with wire 
screens than with ventilation. 

In the light of the foregoing, I do not believe 
that ventilation has anything whatever to do with 
either the transmission of the so-called ‘ * air- 
borne” diseases, or the lessening of their trans- 
mission, and I am further of the opinion that 
transmission by way of the air, strictly speaking, 
is of influitely less importance than transmission 
by animate and inanimate carriers that have been 
in intimate contact with the patient. 

Sonte Fundamental Physical Factors in the Prob- 
lem of the Control of Atmospheric Environment: 

E. B. Phklps. 

The physical problem of heat dissipation from 
the body is conditioned externally by four prime 
factors; temperature, humidity, velocity of air 
movement and radiation. Experimental determi- 
nation of the mutual relationship and individual 
influence of the first three of these is reported. 

A simple air conditioning apparatus furnished 
the experimental air at temperatures of 8® to 40® 
C., r^ative humidities 30 per cent, to 90 per cent, 
saturation and velocities up to 260 cm. per second. 
The heat loss was determined from a continuously 
moist Skin surface exposed to these various air 
conditions- The surface formed the only exposed 
portion of a calorimeter in which accurate thermo- 


control was provided, the actual heat lost being 
compensated electrically and determined by noting 
the volume of gas produced electrolytioally by the 
passage of the same heating current through di- 
lute sulphurie acid. The results between 20® and 
40° are expressed by the f Bowing equation: 

0 , f^v[.0072(46.7 — p) +.00294(87 — 1)]. 

c, is the heat loss in calories per minute per 
sq. centimeter. 

V, the velocity of movement in centimeters per 
second. 

p, the absolute humidity in milligrams per 
liter, and 

t, the temperature Centigrade. 

Below 20° a complicating humidity relation was 
developed and at lower temperatures this relation 
reversed the one found above, so that increasing 
humidity brought about increasing beat loss. 
This latter relation has not yet been formulated. 

Standards of Veniilaiion in the Light of Eedent 
liesearoh: C.-E. A. WiNSW)w. 

The investigations of the New York State Com- 
mission on Ventilation have indicated that even 
quite extreme conditions of heat and humidity 
(86° with 80 per cent, relative humidity) have no 
measurable effect upon the rate of respiration; 
dead space in the lungs; acidosis of the blood; 
respiratory quotient; rate of digestion and rate of 
heat production (both measured by oxygen con- 
sumption); protein metabolism (measured by de- 
termination of creatinine in the urine) or skin 
sensitivity. 

On the other hand, the working of the circula- 
tory and heat-TOgulating machinery of the body 
was markedly influenced by even a sUgbt increase 
in room temperature, as, for example, from 68® to 
75° with 50 per cent, relative humidity in both 
oases. In a hot room (86°^0 per cent, relative 
humidity) the rectal body temperature usually 
rose during the period of observation; In a warm 
room (75° — 60 per cent, relative humidity) it re- 
mained on the whole about constant; in a cool 
room (68° — 50 per cent, relative homidity) it fell. 
The average body temperatures attained under 
these three-room conditions were 37.41®, 36.99® 
and 37.73°, respectively. The increase pf heart rate 
on passing from a reclining to a standing posi- 
tion became greater by an average of 7 beats dur- 
ing a sojourn in the hot room, while it beeame leas 
by an average of 3 beats in the warm room and by 
an average of 7 beats in the cool room. 

Elaborate psychological tests failed mitirsly to 
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ahow any effect of even the eevere 85° — 80 per 
cent, relative hnmidity condition! upon the power 
to do mental work under the pressure of a maxi- 
mum edSciency test. 

The results with physical work (lifting dumb 
bells and riding a stationary bicycle) were much 
more definite. Again maximum effort tests showed 
no appreciable influence of room temperature but 
when the subjects had a choice they accomplished 
15 per cent, less work at 75° and 37 per cent, less 
at 86° than at 68°. 

As to the effect of stagnant air contaminated 
by a group of subjects so as to contain an average 
of from 20 to 60 parts of carbon dioxide per 10,000 
the observations of the commission are entirely 
negative so far as the physiological and psycho- 
logical and efficiency tests above mentioned are con- 
cerned. In certain experiments the appetite of the 
subjects as measured by the amount of food con- 
sumed when a standard luncheon is served to them 
seemed to be reduced in the stagnant air. 

Becent research has, on the whole, strengthened 
rather than weakened the arguments for ventila- 
tion. It has shown, however, that the physical 
quality of the air as well as the amount should be 
considered. Temperature standards must come 
Into more general use, and a rise above 70° must 
be recognized as a sign that discomfort is being 
produced and efficiency decreased and vitality low- 
ered. 

SympoHum with Sections C and K, A. A, A, 8. 

The Lower Orgemisms in Belaiion to Kan’s 
Welfare 

Under the supervision of John Johnson. 
Theories of -Fermentation: C. L. Alsbebg. 

There are two types of theories of fermentation. 
One deals with the mechanism by which the sub- 
stance fermented is converted into the end prod- 
ucts of fermentation. The other deals with the 
physiological rOle which fermentation plays in the 
life of the fermentation organism. The latter only 
was considered in the paper. 

The great question which has always confronted 
the investigator in judging the physiological sig- 
nificance of fermentation is the difficulty of ex- 
plaining why enormous quantities of material are 
attacked by a relatively small mass of fermenta- 
tion organisms. Until recently most investigators 
have looked at this question only from the point 
of view of matter, and not from the point of view 
of energy. 

In the present paper it is suggested that fer- 
mentation is nothing other than the expression of 


the metabolism of energy of a microorganism. 
In the case of microorganisms in which the surface 
as compared with the mass is very great, the energy 
requirements must of necessity be enortnous. 
Moreover, microorganisms live in a liquid medium 
which is an excellent conductor of heat. There- 
fore, the radiation losses of microorganisms must 
be excessive. Taking these factors into considera- 
tion it is easy to understand why a small mass of 
organisms converts a relatively large mass of mate- 
rial in its effort to satisfy the energy requirements 
of its protoplasm. 

The Bacteria of the Intesiinal Tract of Man: A. I. 

Kendall. 

It has been stated that the average healthy 
adult on a normal mixed diet excretes daily in the 
feces a number of bacteria, which have been vari- 
ously estimated from 128 billion to 33 trillion. 
It is very certain that this number of bacteria is 
not taken in the food, and, furthermore, the fecal 
organisms arc not necessarily the same as those 
found in the food. Hence the conclusion is reached 
that there must be a very great daily proliferation 
of bacteria in the intestinal tract. 

The question naturally presents itself, why is 
there such a tremendous growth of bacteria dally, 
and why is it that the bacteria taken in with the 
food are not those which appear in the fecal con- 
tents! A rapid survey of the life history of the 
intestinal bacteria will explain at least some of 
the facts. At birth the intestinal content, the 
meconium, is sterile. Very shortly after birth bac- 
teria make their appearance in the mouth of the 
new born, and organisms appear in the meconium 
from four to twenty hours post partum, depending 
upon environmental conditiona This is a period 
of mixed infection, and the number of organisms 
in the meconium increases rapidly after the first 
food enters the intestinal tract. After two to three 
days post partum, when the intestinal tract has be- 
come thoroughly permeated with milk, the organ- 
isms observed in the feces — tor the meconium has 
largely disappeared by this time— begin to assume 
a monotony of form and a regularity of type, 
which contrasts sharply with the preceding period 
of mixed infection. 

The types Of bacteria which constitute the nor- 
mal fecal flora of the nursling are few in number 
and deflnite in their chemical characters. The most 
prominent of these, B, bifidus, so-called because of 
its developmental peculiarities in artificial media, 
is a strict anaerobe. 

bifidus is an organism which does not thrive 
in artificial media in the absence of sugars, and it 
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is not surprising to And, therefore, that as the 
breast 'fed infant becomes older and its dietary de- 
mands more varied, B. hi^fldug tends to disappear 
from the feeal mass. In the case of bottle-fed 
babies, this disappearance practically coincides 
with the substitution of cow’s milk for human 
milk. The decrease in the typical nursling organ- 
isms is accompanied by an increase in the numbers 
of B. coU which then dominate the intestinal tract 
and form about SO per cent., roughly, of the total 
living fecal organisms of adolescence, and which 
persist in this proportion in normal indiyiduals 
until death. 

B. coU differs from B. bifldus in one noteworthy 
respect. B. ooli can grow equally well In media 
containing protein and utUiaable oarbohydrate, or 
in media from which utUisable carbohydrates are 
excluded. It can accommodate its metabolism to 
the varying foods presented to it in the intestinal 
contents. This plasticity of the colon bacillus and 
its ability to develop in the average intestinal con- 
tents, explains in a satisfactory manner the domi- 
nance of this organism throughout life. 

Turning now to the distribution of bacteria in 
the intestinal tract of the normal adult, it is found 
that the stomach contents are practically sterile 
under normal conditions. When the hydrochloric 
acid acidity of the stomach contents becomes 
diminished through disease, it is found that the 
numbers of bacteria in the stomach contents may 
increase greatly. The duodenum also during those 
periods when it is empty is practically sterile. 
The bacteria population increases as duodenal di- 
gestion increases, and diminishes as the duodenal 
contents are passed on to the lower levels. 

The greatest number of living bacteria is found 
in the region of the ileocecal valve and the ascend- 
ing branch of the colon. Here the contents stag- 
nate, as it were, and they eventually become so 
desiccated through the withdrawal of water that 
bacterial life is retarded. 

The signifleanoe of the intestinal flora has been 
variously interpreted. Nuttall and Thierfelder 
delivered guinea-pigs by Ceesarean section and 
attempted to raise them in a sterile environment 
on sterile food. For two weeks these sterile guinea- 
pigs increased in weight and appeared to be rea- 
sonably healthy- These observers drew the con- 
clusion that the intestinal bacteria were not neces- 
sary for the well-being of these guinea-pigs at 
least. These experiments were not accepted by 
Schottelius as being conclusive. He claimed that 
the experiments were not carried on long enough. 
Schottelius experimented with ehicks hatched from 


sterile eggs divided into three groups. These 
were incubated under sterile conditions, and the 
chicks developing from one group were kept in an 
absolutely sterile environment and fed on sterile 
food; a second group were kept under the same 
conditions for ten days and then fed with in- 
fected food; the third group were controls and 
were kept under ordinary conditions. The first 
group, the sterile ehicks, did well for ten days, but 
after that time their development was seriously re- 
tarded. The second group also did well for ten 
days, and then, as the first group began to exhibit 
signs of abnormalities, they were placed on in- 
fected food: they gained rapidly. The third 
group, kept under ordinary conditions, did well 
from the start. Schottelius believed that his ex- 
periments showed that the intestinal bacteria were 
necessary for the development and well-being of 
chicks. 

Madame Metebnikoff made simllaT observa- 
tions on tadpoles, and Moro performed the same 
experiments with turtles. These observers agree 
with Schottelius that the intestinal flora appear to 
be necemary for the well-being of the animals the/ 
experimented on. 

A line of evidence which is somewhat different 
from this was brou|^t forward by Levin. He ex- 
amined the fecal contents of many Arctic mammals 
in the Arctic regions, and he found few or no bac- 
teria in them. 

Attempts have been made to sterilise the intes- 
tinal contents of man, either by administering ster- 
ile food or by the use of antiseptics, but this line 
of experimentation has not been successful. 

From the individual point of view the intestinal 
flora under ordinary conditions are innocuous, and 
perhaps even to a moderate degree jprotective. But 
under abnormal conditions, when progressively 
pathogenic bacteria gain a foothold in the intestinal 
tract, the intestinal flora may become a menace to 
health and may become a matter of real concern 
to the health of communities. 

The General Meehanim of the Action of Far- 
menU^JEngjfme Action: O. S. Hudson. 

A discussion of the chemical changes involved 
in the action of onxymes. 

Uee of Bacteria sn the Treatment of Tesst^ 
Fibers: F. P. Goucam. 

Mioroorffonims in Their Application to Affrieul- 
inre: 0* E. MAnsfrau.. 

Professor Marshall’s complete paper has been 
published in Sobmos. 

A. PAisfig HmnxNs, 

Secretin 
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AMEBICAy ACHISVEMEyTS AED AUEEI^ 

cAy F^rziTjBFflf ly public health 

WOBKi 

PuBuc health work in ^?c^erica began 
early in the eighteenth eentuty with the 
introduction into New Englimd of the 
Oriental inoculation for smallpox by 
Boylston, and has achieved world-wide re- 
nown early in the twentieth century with 
the scientific sanitation of the tropical Isth- 
mus of Panama by Gorgas. The educa- 
ting, organising and equipping with sani- 
tary machinery of a swiftly growing popu^ 
lation, at first sparse but later sometimes 
intensely congested, and tl^jays fluid and 
unstable under the pressure of migrations 
and immigrations such as the world has 
never seen, is in itself a great achievement. 
And when that population is, like ours, 
compounded of all the races of mankind, 
lodged in a new environment and subjected 
to an unfamiliar and quickly changeable 
climate, public health work becomes excep- 
tionally difficult. Nevertheless, under 
leaders like Boylston and Waterhouse, 
Shattuck, Walcott and Billings, and Reed, 
Lazear and Gorgas — ^to whom we may now 
proudly add the name of Strong — sani- 
tary information has been gathered and 
spread abroad and applied; vital statistics 
have been collected and studied; sanitary 
libraries have been formed; boards of 
health have been organized and directed; 
public health laboratories have been estab- 
lished; and epidemiology and other 
branches of sanitary science enriched and 
extended. 

iA68reBB of the President, American Public 
Real^ Association, Rochester, K. T., September 
7, 1915. 
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To these achierements various arms of 
the federal government have materially 
contributed, e. g., the U. S. Public Health 
Service, the Department of Agriculture, 
the medical corps of the navy, and, espe- 
cially, the army medical- corps which 
througj^ the splendid and eminently scien- 
tific labors of Eeed, Lazear and Carroll and 
Carter and Qorgas have solved the deepest 
mysteries, and overcome the worst diflScul- 
ties, of tropical sanitation. Dre. Blue and 
White and their associates of the U. S. 
Public Health Service have likewise earned 
the honor and gratitude of mankind by 
their proof that under proper administra- 
tive measures the bubonic plague of the 
Orient and the yellow fever of the Occident 
may alike be held in checi in our own 
country, while, as we are meeting to-day. 
Strong, formerly a government official, but 
now in Serbia and Montenegro, represent- 
ing various more private foundations, is 
winning fresh laurels for American public 
health measures. Thus the bold and bril- 
liant ^ epidemiological work of Boylston 
and Waterhouse which marked the begin- 
ning of experimental preventive medicine 
in the early eighteenth and early nine- 
teenth centuries, has been continued and 
extended in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth by their still more scientific 
successors. Some of our state and city 
boards of health and some of our private 
institutions and laboratories have likewise 
lent invaluable assistance, as for example 
the Massachusetts State i^ard of Health, 
the New York City Board, the Rockefeller 
Institute, and many others. Meantime, 
less original but not less enthusiastic and 
faithful work has been done by various as- 
sociations for the promotion of the public 
health, such as the American Public Health 
Association, and the now happily numer- 
ous anti-tuberoulosis societies, the organiza- 
tions for the promotion of school hygiene, 


for the prevention of infant mortality, and 
the like. We have also, at last, in addition 
to a small but increasing number of cred- 
itable state, town and oily boards of 
health, what is virtually a national board 
of health, namely, the U. S. Public Health 
Service — a highly scientific and efficient 
arm of the federal government, well organ- 
ized, well equipped, and provided with a 
staff of able and devoted investigators. 

Up to 1886, preventive medicine chiefly 
in the form of vaccination was the princi- 
pal weapon for the promotion of the pub- 
lic health, and a long step forward was 
taken when in that year with a reorganiza- 
tion of the State Board of Health of Massa- 
chusetts, sanitary engineering became a rec- 
ognized and indispensable branch of public 
health science and public health service. 
Since that time preventive sanitation, and 
particularly the sanitation of towns and 
cities in respect to water supplies, milk sup- 
plies, ice supplies, sewerage, garbage dis- 
posal, street cleaning^ the heating and ven- 
tilating of public buildings, the smoke 
nuisance, and other environmental faetoia 
of public health or ill-health, has come to 
receive close attention and treatment. In 
the further development of preventive 
medicine and preventive sanitation, public 
health laboratories for the quick detection 
of dangerous infections have rapidly been 
installed almost everywhere in the more 
progressive American cities and towns. 
We have begun the medical and sanitary 
supervision of schools and school buildings. 
We have invented and pnt within the reach 
of all but the very poor, the most complete, 
convenient and salubrious heating and 
ventilating appliances in the world, for 
houses, theaters, halls, hotels and work- 
shops. We have made ice, once a luxury 
for kings and emperors, a umversal sMaoe 
for all classM in hot weather. We have 
perfected and extended otonnously tho 
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preservation of foods by cold and by can- 
ning, so that seasonal food scarcity is almost 
unknown. We have invented and cheap- 
ened rubber clothing, and especially rub- 
ber overshoes, as a protection against our 
almost tropical rains. We have applied 
machinery to the manufacture of abundant 
and better and cheaper shoes and clothing. 
We have proved by experiment with a na- 
tional spitting nuisance the possibility of 
sometimes controlling unsanitary habits by 
education and reasonable sanitary ordi- 
nances. 

And yet — on the other hand — we have 
thus far failed to achieve many much 
needed sanitary improvements. Our water 
supplies are to a large extent either in 
good condition or on the way to improve- 
ment, but our sewage disposal systems are 
still in many cases far from satisfactory. 
In this respect the parallel between the in- 
dividual and the community is close, for 
while many intelligent persons attend care- 
fully to the water they drink, most are 
comparatively careless about their excre- 
tions, regarding as negligible that frequent 
and ^regular and complete output of the 
body wastes which is no less necessary for 
the conservation of health than is the in- 
take of wholesome food and drink. The 
most flagrant failure in American sanita- 
tion to-day is the almost universal lack Of 
public convenience or comfort stations in 
American cities and towns. The stranger 
within the gates of most American com- 
munities seeks in vain for any public sani- 
tary conveniences. If he is well-dressed, 
he must be referred to hotels or other semi- 
public buildings or, if poorly dressed, to 
saloons or railway stations or other semi- 
private or publie^service places. Some 
three months ago the leading newspaper 
of one of the proudest and most progres- 
sive cities of New England, which has since 
rejoiced to find it^lf * ‘ in the hundred thou- 


sand class, ’ ’ announced that its 

Srst public sanitary . . . was opened Saturday 
morning, and will be open daily hereafter from 
C a.m:. until midnight. The opening , . . marked 
the end of ten years of effort to get such a comfort 
station built. 

Failure like this to provide propef public 
toilet facilities for our towns and cities is 
to fail in on| of the very elements of public 
health. 

We have also failed to reduce typhoid 
fever as far as we should have done in 
America. Of late much progress has been 
made in the right direction but we need to 
remember that it is the last step that arrives, 
and we have always failed to attend closely 
enough to the single, as well as to the 
seemingly final, case. Like nature we wre 
often **so careless of the single life, so care- 
ful of the race.'^ We have failed likewise 
to reduce as far as we should have done 
American infant mortality. Here undoubt- 
edly our hot weather works against us, but 
so also do our milk supply, which can be 
and ought to be rendered safe by pasteu- 
rizing, and our parental ignorance and in- 
eompetence, which can and should be less- 
ened by education and the aid of public 
health nurses. We have as yet, and in spite 
of ample knowledge, failed to make our 
American milk supplies what they should 
be. This is portly because we have been 
too timid to insist that good milk not only 
costs more to make but ia worth more for 
food, and must therefore be paid for, and 
partly because we have not yet taught the 
public as we should that the only safe milk 
is cooked milk, and for infants, milk that is 
pasteurised—preferably in the final con- 
tainer. I Jbave myself lived through the 
last years of the period — now happily re- 
mote— when no milk was pasteurized by 
anybody; through the next in which only 
pioneers like Nathan Straus preached or 
practised pasteurization, while many if 
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not most, physicians, deprecated the prac- 
tise; through the one following, in which 
the scales Wgan to turn in favor of pas- 
teurization ; and into the present when al- 
most po one fully informed on the subject 
activelf opposes pasteurization. And yet, 
even |^>fday, some physicians are short- 
sighted enough to tolerate if not to recom- 
mend the general use of raw milk, which 
still constitutes the great bulk of the milk 
used by infants and adults all over the 
land. Such use of raw milk we must count 
as long as it lasts one of our worst public 
health failures. 

We have also failed thus far to pay 
proper attention to our American climate, 
which has been well described by a popular 
writer as “polar-tropic.” Placed as we 
of the United States are on the latitude of 
southern Europe, Persia, and the northern 
parts of Africa and Arabia, we are exposed 
alike to the stiihulating and dangerous 
sunburn of the south and the cold dry 
winds driving down upon us from the con- 
tinental area of Canada and the high 
north. In this fact perhaps we shall some 
day find one of the principal causes of that 
eager, strenuous, often nervous and some- 
times excited, condition which we may call 
“Americanitis.” 

Another conspicuous failure is our rural 
and industrial hygiene and sanitation. 
With vast regions given over to rural life, 
and with other regions called industrial, 
sinall in area but teeming with life and 
noise, we have as yet only touched the sur- 
face of the public health problems in- 
volved. The same is even more true of 
the problems of alcoholism and venereal 
disease. Here we shall probably learn by 
comparison with the spitting evil that it is 
easier to overcome habit than to conquer 
appetite, and we must be prepared for de- 
lays and disappointments yet without giv- 
ing up hope. 


Some streets of most American cities are 
often dis^acefoUy dirty and untiid]r. 
Horse-dung and other dirt, dnst, papem, 
fruit skins, old hats, abandoned umbrellas, 
discarded shoes and the like are too often 
seen lying about our streets. Yetthesesame 
streets are the principal playgrounds of 
the poor, and ought for every reason to be 
kept serupnlonsly clean. We have devised 
excellent apparatus for heating and venti- 
lating halls and houses in our polar win- 
ters but have neglected the almost equally 
important problem of cooling habitationB 
and public buildings in our tropical sum- 
mers. We have not done all we might 
do for the prevention of blindness, of 
tuberculosis or of cancer. Our vital sta- 
tistics are not yet either complete or trust- 
worthy; our health boards are too often 
loaded up with political refugees, political 
doctors, and ignorant or incompetent lay- 
men. Our health officers are frequently 
untrained, ill-paid, or only part-time em- 
ployees of a no-time board. 

But above all I must put our almost com- 
plete negleet of prevention personal Jinf- 
giene. From 1720 to 1886 we had lit^e to 
show in public health work beyopd vacci- 
nation for small-pox — ^the fundamental 
procedure of preventive medicine. To this, 
which hss since expanded immensely in 
various directions, we have added preven- 
tive sanitation, by which I mean the puri- 
fication of water and sewage and milk, the 
control of moi^uitoes to guard against ma- 
laria and yellow fever, improved housing, 
and many other fundamentals of a sanitary 
environment. But we have not yet even be- 
gun to demand that study and eare of the 
individual which ia the most fundamental 
of bU public health problems. We have 
pud little or no attention to the preven- 
tion of overeating, overworking, overdrink- 
ing, deficient exereiee and decent deep- 
ing, to famHy hygiene, uxd the hygieBe of 
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special organs such as eyes, ears, bowels, 
t^th, nose and feet — all of which I propose 
to group together under the term preventive 
hygiene. We have achieved much in pre- 
ventive medicine and preventive sanita- 
tion, but we have as yet failed for the most 
part in preventive hygiene, which is very 
likely the most important of all. Here, 
therefore, we may reasonably expect the 
greatest progress in the nearest future. 
Rightly studied, preventive hygiene will 
include personal, domestic, family and so- 
cial hygiene. It will deal with celibacy 
and marriage, with sanitary house-keep- 
ing, with the high cost of living, with food 
economy, with domestic service, with child 
hygiene, and with the proper conduct of 
mature and elderly life, as well as with the 
manifold aspects of strictly personal hy- 
giene. It will in the future play perhaps 
the principal part in solving many of the 
problems of American life, health, pros- 
perity and happiness. 

Our whole teachWg of hygiene and sani- 
tation has befen groWy neglected, and our 
teaching of physiology on both the higher 
lev^ and the lower has never emphasized 
as much as it should have done its practical 
hygienic applications to the conduct of 
life. Even our best medical schools have 
paid but scant attention to these subjects, 
while the instruction given in the public 
sehools has hitherto suffered from unin- 
formed school committees and half-in- 
formed teachers. The best teaching of to- 
day is to be found, not in the text-books or 
the schools, but in the leaflets issued and 
distributed by certain leading boards of 
health and life insnrmice companies. Surely 
this is a scholastic reproach which should 
not be allowed to stands 

In conclusion 1 desire to express my ap- 
preciation of the honor conferred upon me 
by the gift of the ofi9ce which I hold* The 
American Public Health Association is to- 


day a splendid force in the land. Its 
Joumalf iundelf the able editorship of our 
devoted and faithful secretary, Professor 
Gunn, is worthy of the great and truly in- 
ternational body which it represents. It 
is your duty and mine to strengthen Pro- 
fessor Gunn’s bands, to increase <^r lUem- 
bemhip and help on the *good work which 
is being done. If the Association con- 
tinues to grow in numbers and in influence 
along the broad paths already marked out, 
remaining always democratic rather than 
bureaucratic, it will be worthy of the great 
name — ‘ * American ’ ’ — which it bears. Two 
of our component members, the Dominion 
of Canada and the Republic of Mexico, 
are bearing the heavy burdens of war — 
the one foreign, the other civil. Both have 
the liveliest sympathy of their confreres 
in this association. It may seem to some 
as if, under the shadow of a war charac- 
terized as never before by the destruction 
of life, efforts for its conservation through 
hygiene and sanitation must be of little 
moment. But it is not so. “After the 
clouds the sun”: and wo believe that after 
the present bloody conflicts are ended — 
and may that time quickly come — the races 
of mankind will turn, as never before, and 
with new longing, to the nobler pursuits 
of life, liberty, health and happiness. 
When that better day dawns the eternal 
principles underlying the conservation 
and promotion of normal life and health 
will once more jnove and quicken the na- 
tions as sunshine warms and quickens the 
earth after storm. Meantime, we must 
make ready for active and intelligent deal- 
ing with tbe thousand new and pressing 
problems which the present conflicts are 
certaiu to bring before us. And to this 
task we turn wi^ cheerful courage. 

W. T, Sbjdowiok 

UABBAxmasmrrs iNsntuTE or Teobnoloot 
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A SIMPLE MBTBOV OF INDICATINO OEO~- 
GMAEHJCAL EISTEIBUTION 

There are two ways in which the distribu- 
tion of plants and animals on the surface of 
the earth may be expressed. The first is in 
terms of countries or provinces or their sub- 
dirlsionsi To this there are several objec- 
tions: (it) The boundaries of a country or 
province or county are frequently very irregfu- 
lar and do not follow any definite direction. 
These areas are, moreover, as a rule, very un- 
equal in size, (h) The boundaries of eountries 
which have a different form of government are 
unstable and are liable to change. This has 
^frequently happened already within the mem- 
ory of men still living and is likely to happen 
again in the near future, (c) The method is 
Only applicable to land areas. It can not be 
applied to the fa 4 ina and flora of the oceana. 

The second method is one which has not 
been much used so far but is much more scien- 
tific and exact. It is that of indicating the 
range of a plant or animal in terms of lati- 
tude or longitude. However important inter- 
national boundaries may be from the human 
standpoint they have no meaning to plants 
and animals — unless indeed they should happen 
to coincide with some natural boundary, such 
as a mountain range or an expanse of water. 
But the parallels of latitude and the merid- 
ians of longitude are so numerous that it is 
difficult to remember the particular countries 
traversed by any one of these in its course. 
While most people know that the forty-ninth 
parallel forms the northern boundary of the 
western half of the United States, very few 
indeed could name the states traversed by the 
fortieth parallel. 

The method suggested here is a modifica- 
tion of the second of the above. It is proposed 
to divide the whole earth^s surface into a series 
of areas bounded by the parallels and merid- 
ians. Each of these areas will be more or less 
rectangular, but only two of the four sides 
will be actually paralleL The size of the areas 
will gradually diminish towards the poles, but 
those within the same latitude will be of equal 
area. Each meroaphere ” will have a definite 
number attached to it and will be capable of 


division into smaller areas, each of these ulti- 
mate units measuring one degree of latitude 
by one degree of longitude. The size of these 
proposed primary areas or merospheres/’ as 
I have called them, will be a matter for legit- 
imate discussion. If too small they will be so 
numerous as to have no advantage over the 
method of expressing distribution in terms of 
latitude and longitude. If, on the other hand, 
they are too large they will be useless for indi- 
cating distribution. The actual size proposed 
here measures six degrees of latitude by nine 
degrees of longitude. The reason for the 
adoption of these figures is twofold. It is 
true in a general sense that isotherms or lines 
of equal mean temperature run for the most 
part east and west unless where deflected by 
mountain chains or sheets of water when they 
may run in any direction, even north and 
south. It is also true, in a general sense, that 
the temperature falls steadily from the limits 
of the tropical region towards the limits of 
the polar regions. While there are wide varia- 
tions in different continents, I have taken the 
rate of fall as being on the average about 1^° 
E. for every parallel of latitude. Six degrees 
of latitude will therefore correspond to about 
9*^ F. or 6® 0. 

If the width of the proposed areas were 6° 
of longitude instead of 9® these areas in the 
neighborhood of the equator would 1;^ approxi- 
mately squares, but would be narrow towards 
the poles. By making the width of the pro- 
posed areas 9® instead of 6" squares will occur 
about midway between the equator and poles 
and the number of areas or “ meroapheres " 
will be proportionately reduced. 

The details of the proposed scheme are as 
follows: Beginning at the equator, the north- 
ern half of the earth is divided into fifteen 
parallel belts, each comprising 6® of latitude. 
These are numbered consecutively from N 1 
to N 15. The southern hemisphere is divided 
similarly iuto belts S 1, S 2, etc. Each belt is 
divided into 40 divisions beginning at the 
meridian of Greenwich, the numbers running 
consecutively westwards until the meridian of 
Greenwich is again reached. As mentioned 
above, each division comprises 9^ of longitude. 
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fhe belt number can conveniently be distin* 
fished from its division numbers by a dot 
placed between them. Thus the state of 
Georgia would be included for the most part 
in N 6.10 with the extreme eastern area in 
N 6.9. The island of Tasmania would be 
comprised in S 7.17 and 8 8.17. 

Subdivided in the above manner, the United 
States would be comprised in belts N 6 to N 9 
and would be contained in 29 divisions. 

The above-defined areas, though large, are 
BuflScient to indicate in a general way the dis- 
tribution of plants and animals. But where 
greater exactitude is required, as, for example, 
where it is desired to indicate the most south- 
erly point reached by a typical northern spe- 
cies or vice versa they are rather vague. Ac- 
cordingly each “merosphere” may be again 
divided into smaller areas, each consisting of 
one degree of latitude and one degree of longi- 
tude. As wOl be seen from the annexed figure 
the east and west sub-belts are numbered from 
1 to 0 and the nine strips running north and 
south are marked from A to I. By the com- 
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bination of a number and letter the position 
of each of the 54 subdivisions can be indi- 
cated, thus N6.10.5E will include the north- 
west comer of Georgia. One advantage pos- 
sessed by the system of numbered areas herein 
described is that it can be used alone or in 
conjunction with the name of the state or 
piovittoe where fuller informatiom is desired. 
Thus Oeoigia (N6.9.8I) inU indicate the areH 
around Savannah. Altogether this state con- 
tains twenty-four of these smaller subdivisions. 


If some such scheme of uniform subdivisions 
were adopted in the case of a “flora'' which 
deals with a single state or country the sepa- 
rate units of adjacent states or countries could 
readily be grouped into the larger areas men- 
tioned. 

It must, of coarse, be borne in mind that 
some such scheme as the above is intended to 
indicate only the geographical range of spe- 
cies. The division of the earth’s surface into 
biological provinces, each with its characteris- 
tic assemblage of plants and animals, is a dif- 
ferent matter. Before we can divide the earth 
satisfactorily into biological areas we must 
know first the actual limits of distribution of 
each species as well as something of the clima- 
tology in the widest sense of the proposed 
areas. At present we have not amassed suffi- 
cient data to enable us to make these wide 
generalizations, though several persons have 
made the attempt with varying success. 

The need for some such division of the 
earth’s surface, as I have attempted to out- 
line above, is not so evident in the United 
States as it is further north. Such terms as 
Labrador, Alaska and Ontario, referring as 
they do to very large areas, are too indefinite 
to indicate with exactness the distribution of 
the fauna and flora. Labrador formerly had 
a different meaning from what it has at pres- 
ent, the greater part of the territory formerly 
called by that name being now part of the 
province of Quebec, and even yet the boundary 
line is not properly delimited. 

The distribution of a certain species is given 
in the “North American Flora” as “Nova 
Scotia to Georgia, Tennessee and Michigan.” 
Presumably it occurs in Ontario, as a line 
drawn from Nova Scotia to Michigan will pass 
through the province of Ontario, But it is 
not by any means certain whether the species 
occurs in the aouthem parts of New Bruns- 
wick or Quebec, According to the method 
outlined above the distribution would be N0.9- 
10, N7.M0, N8.8-.10. 

Another species is mentioned as extending 
“fifom Newfoundland to Florida, Alabama 
ind the Mackenzie.” As this river has a 
corner cf over 1,000 miles in length it will be 
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evident that it ie a somewhat indefinite boun- 
dary line. 

To expresB the distribution of any species it 
ouitht to be aufilcient to enumerate the divis- 
ional numbers of the areas in which it occurs 
and its ultimate limits to the north and south 
and in an easterly and westerly direction. 
Range bf altitude in each division, or at any 
rate in each belt, is of as much importance as 
range in latitude. 

J. Adams 

Central Experimental Farm, 

Ottawa 


TEE COMMITTEE OF ONE HUNDBED OF 
TilE AMEBICAN ASSOCIATION FOB 
TEE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

REPORT OF THE SUBOOMMITTEK ON THE SELEOTION 
AND TRAINING OF STUDENTS FOB RK8EABOH 

At the meeting of the Committee of One 
Hundred of the American Association of Scien- 
tific Research in April, 1914, the chairman was 
authorised to appoint a subcommittee on the 
Training and Selection of Students for Re- 
search, He subsequently appointed the follow- 
ing members! Professor R. A. Harper, Colum- 
bia University; Professor R. G. Harrison, Yale 
University; Professor G. A, Hulett, Princeton 
University; Professor W, Lindgren, Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology; and Pro- 
fessor E. W, Brown, Yale University, chairman. 
This subcommittee has conducted its discus- 
sion mainly by correspondenoe, hut held a meet^ 
ing on May 14 last at which four of the mem- 
bers were present The report whidi follows is 
signed by these four members of the sub-com- 
mittee; Professor Harper, being absent from 
the meeting and being unwilling to sign the 
report, resigned. 

The education of students naturally is 
divided into school, undergraduate and post- 
graduate instruction. The first of these is 
too large a question to touch on in this con- 
nection. The third on the whole is well organ- 
ised, and at the present time practically con- 
sists only of students intending to take up re- 
search or those needing the higher degrees for 
educational careers. Hence most of the work 


of the sub-committee was in the direction of 
considering what might be done to further the 
interests of the abler students in their under- 
graduate careers. In using the phrase abler 
students” the subcommittee had in mind the 
upper twenty to thirty per cent, of the classes. 

In order to find out what was done in the 
various colleges and universities of the United 
States a circular was sent out to about forty, 
which were considered representative of the 
various systems of instruction throughout the 
coimtry. This circular inquired what facilities 
were provided for the more able amongst the 
undergraduates for furnishing them with a 
better and more rapid training than the ordi- 
nary student. If such facilities were offered, 
inquiry was made as to what form these 
facilities took. It was also asked whether any 
money rewards were given for high attain- 
ments, and whether the institution had any 
knowledge of the results obtained from these 
facilities. About thirty of the forty selected 
institutions sent replies sufficiently detailed for 
the subcommittee to obtain a fair idea of what 
was being done throughout the country in 
this connection. It appears that five univer- 
sities have specially organized courses in 
which the better students are able to have 
greater facilities for progress than the major- 
ity. Two others have courses laid out without, 
however, appearing to put much strOss upon 
them. The remainder have little or nothing 
organized. These organized courses are gen- 
erally referred to as honors courses.” Prac- 
tically all of the institutions adopting them use 
the same methods, consisting of segregation 
into separate classes, extra work in connection 
with the ordinary courses, a limit for admis- 
sion to such courses, a general final examina* 
tion, less class-room work, and a complete 
program for junior and senior years. These 
different methods depended on the particular 
department, much freedom being given to the 
various d^artments. A fair idea of the vari- 
ous plans adopted may be gathered from the 
catalogues of the universities of Golmutda, 
Minnesota, Princeton and Yale. Frinoeton has 
the preoeptorial system in addition, but 
es^ense 6f this makes it of doubtful value for 
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s&OBt institutions and it is not oonaidsred 
essentiaL 

The subcommittee approves in general of 
these methods of looking after the interests of 
the abler students and strongly recommends 
that equivalent plans be made by all institu- 
tions of collegiate rank. As stated above, 
these methods refer to the work in junior and 
senior years. In freshman and sophomore 
years, where many classes are large enough to 
be taken in sections, it is recommended that 
the sections be formed according to the ability 
of the students as early as this can be ascer- 
tained. In this manner the best students will 
be able to advance more quickly and so be 
better prepared for the special arrangements 
for the later years. The subcommittee feels 
that in the past nearly all the time and energy 
of the instructor has been given to the lower 
end of the class, and that in consequence, the 
upper end has seriously suffered. While it 
may be true that a certain amount of stimulus 
is given to the whole class by the best men, the 
loss to the latter far outweighs any possible 
gain that might accrue to the majority from 
the presence of these men in the classroom. 
The latter oftpn leave college with diminished 
powers if increased knowledge, having never 
felt jthe need of making great efforts in order 
to accomplish what is asked of them. The re- 
sult is serious loss of time and efficiency 
even for those who later take up professions 
which demand hard and concentrated work. 
The loss to the community is even more seri- 
ous, particularly in respect of the numbet of 
men who will not make new efforts to develop 
their full capacities. The real interests of the 
nation are better served by giving to the upper 
twenty per cent of the class an education 
suited to their abilities than by allowing these 
abilities to be frittered awsy for the sake of a 
doubtful gain to the remaining eighty per 
sent. In any case> it is not likely that the edu- 
cation of ihe latter will suffer under the 
democratic principles of our government. 

As to the methods to be adopted, the sub'^ 
oommittee favors aegiegation into separate 
dasies as in general the best The question^ 
Jmwever, of e^^nse to the institution arises. 


This can be met in several ways. In most 
departments elective courses are given which 
are taken only by a few students. The major- 
ity of these are naturally the best studeuta in 
the department, but there are generally a cer- 
tain number who take an elective for other 
reasons. It is recommended that the latter be 
excluded unless their previous work of high 
grade so that these courses may be confined 
to the best students. It will be found in most 
cases that a considerable number of the elec- 
tive courses can be so confined without seri- 
ous loss to the rest of the students. Where 
this plan can be adopted no new expenditure 
for extra courses will be incurred. The ex- 
cluded students will choose from the remainder 
of the list of electives, which, in the larger in- 
stitutions at least, is greater than the needs 
of those who are not making a serious study 
of the subject demand. 

In some subjects where segregation is not 
feasible extra work can be assigned, but this 
work should be carefully laid out and pub- 
lished in the catalogue as an essential part of 
the honors course and not left to the momen- 
tary inclination of the instructor. 

Many institutions report that their instruct- 
ors give extra time to promising students. 
While in isolated cases much benefit is de- 
rived by the students, it is not recommended as 
a permanent plan. Additional work for which 
he receives no compensation is laid on the in- 
structor already overburdened with teaching, 
and an incentive from competition to moat of 
the better students is lacking. 

Harvard University reports that it has no 
specially organized plans for the interests of 
the abler students, but that many of them are 
able to take advanced courses in their under- 
graduate years because there is no sharp line of 
distinction between graduate and undergradu- 
ate courses. This method has been adopted for 
several years in some of the larger institutions 
with fully organised graduate departments, 
but it is not possible for the great majority of 
the Colleges. 

A final examination covering the whole of 
the special work for the honors course is ad- 
visable, and a considerable amount of stress 



370 


SCIENCE 


Aottld be laid on the results. The subcom- 
mittee recommends that the question of outside 
examineTB for this purpose be seriously con- 
sidered. These examiners would set the papers 
but not necessarily examine the answers of the 
stndenls* It was pointed out that with the 
system outside examiners there is a oon- 
sideralANle^ree of cooperation between the stu- 
dent and his instructor. The papers should 
deal mainly with the general principles and 
fundamental facts of the subject, and only 
rarely with questions of detail in special por- 
tions «f the subject. 

The subcommittee also believes that the 
courses might very properly include one or 
two subjects in each department for which no 
class-room instruction is provided. 

It is believed that the effect of these methods 
will be greater progress and more thorough in- 
struction to the better students in the funda- 
mentals of all subjects. A higher degree of 
stimulation to work and to take an interest in 
scientific pursuits will undoubtedly result, so 
that greater numbers with better training will 
be induced to enter the graduate schools and to 
tAe up research as a permanent career. These 
students will also feel that their work is of 
value to them and will not search outside for 
opportunities to make use of their powers. 

The subcommittee obtained reports on the 
systems adopted in Germany, France and Eng- 
land. It did not appear that, at the present 
stage of American education, a close examina- 
tion of the systems of Germany and France 
would be useful to the woric of the committee. 
They are highly organised from the bottom to 
the top. In Germany and Frwaoe admission 
to the university is gained by a diMcult exami* 
nation which eliminates the majority of tHbse 
who can not obtain real profit from unitersity 
courses. In German universities almost no 
pressure of any kind is brought to bear on any 
students good or bad, except by means of the 
final examination and the thesis. At Cam- 
bridge and Oxford the honors schools have 
long been definitely established. About forty 
per cent, of the students enter them and they 
receive separate instruction from the outset 
Until the last two decades, but little thought 
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was given to the work of the remaining sixty 
per cent., but the interests of the latter have 
recently been seriously considered and much 
improvement has been made. 

A difBcult situation is brought about by the 
student having no knowledge of his after 
career during his undergraduate course, so 
that he is not able to choose his line of work 
effectively. While vocational training is not 
in question in this connection, all the training 
for scientific work needs thorough and broad 
foundations. If the student has a knowledge 
of his after career he is able to choose his 
course so that these foundations may be well 
and truly laid. It is recommended, therefore, 
that advice be given to all students in college 
to choose their careers as early as x>osBible. 

The majority of those who expect to do re- 
search look to positions in colleges and uni- 
versities in order to ©am a living. Informa- 
tion should be given them as to research posi- 
tions in the government service end also those 
in industrial laboratories. Work under the 
government appears to be somewhat better paid 
than that in the collegiate world, but there is 
some limitation on the problems which may be 
taken up for research. Jn the industrial labo- 
ratories these differences are still greater. 

It is recommended that students be encour- 
aged to change their institution between the 
undergraduate and postgraduate work. A 
greater breadth of view is desirable. ' It is also 
recommended that students he encouraged to 
choose their xmiversity for postgraduate work 
on account of the quality of the men in the 
subject rather than for other reasons. Much 
can be done by the advice of the undergraduate 
teaching body in this respect 

The subcommittee was only able to deal with 
these questions as far as the oolleges and uni- 
versities were concerned. Some information 
was forthcoming as to the situation in the 
tedmical schools, but it did not feel itself in a 
position to undertake this part of the work. 
It reoonunends that a new suboonunittee con- 
sisting of a fuller representation of those con- 
nected with technical instruotion be appointed 
to consider what measures should he taken to 
secure the objects in view. 
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THS NATAL AVVI80MT BOARD OF INVBN^ 
TI0N8 

The secretary of the navy has anuonnoed 
the membership of the Naval Advisory Board 
of Inventions which consists of twenty-three 
members, including Mr. Thomas A. Edison, 
who was selected by Mr. Daniels to serve as 
the presiding officer of the board. The other 
twenty-two members of the board who were 
chosen by ballot by eleven scientific societies 
invited by the secretary of the navy are: 

American Chemical Societ'F* — W. E. Whit- 
ney, Schenectady, N. Y. Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology, ^90. Director of Research 
Laboratory of the General Electric Company. 
L. H. Baekeland, Yonkers, N. Y. University 
of Ghent, ^82. In private chemical practise. 

Amen'can Inaiitute of Electrical Engineers. 
— Frank Julian Sprague, New York City. 
Naval Academy, 78. Consulting engineer for 
Sprague, Otis and General Electric Companies. 
B. G. Lamme, Pittsburgh. Ohio State, *88. 
Chief engineer of Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Company. 

American Maiheniatical Society . — Robert 
Simpson Woodward, ‘ Washington, D. 0. 
Michigan, 73. President of Carnegie Institu- 
tion, Arthur Gordon Webster, Worcester, 
Mas^. Harvard, *85. Professor of physics, 
Clark University. 

Ameri6an Society of Civil Engineers . — 
Andrew Murray Hunt, New York City. Naval 
Academy, 79. Consulting engineer. Alfred 
Craven, New York City. Naval Academy, *67. 
Chief engineer of public service commission 
and formerly division engineer in charge of 
construction work on Croton aqueduct and 
reservoirs. 

Americcm Aeronautical Society . — Matthew 
Bacon Sellera, Baltimore, Md. Lawrence 
Scientific School Director of Technical 
Board of the Aeronautical Society of America, 
Hudson Maaim, Brooklyn^ K Y. Ordnance 
and explosive expert 

The Invenior^s Cooper Hewitt, 

New York City, Inventor. Thomas Bobbins, 
Stamford, Conn, Princeton, President of 
Bobbins Conveying Belt Company. 

Americm Boaieiy of AuiemchiU Sngimem^ 


— Andrew L, Biker, Detroit. Vice-president 
of Locomobile Company, Electrical and me- 
chanical engineer. Howard E. Coffin, Detroit 
Michigan, '96. President of Hudson Motor 
Car Company, 

Ammeon Institute of Mining Engineers.--^ 
William Laurence Saunders, New York City. 
Pennsylvania, *76. Chairman board olt^reot- 
ors, Ingcrsoll-Rand Company. Benjamin 
Bowditch Thayer, New York City, Harvard, 
*86. President of Anaconda Copper Mining 
Company. 

A merican Electro-Chemical Society. — l^oseph 
William Richards, South Bethlehem, Po. 
Lehigh, *86, Professor of electro-chemistry^ 
Lehigh University. Lawrence Addioks, 
Chrome, N. J. Mass. Inst., *89. Consulting 
engineer for Pheli>s, Dodge & Co. 

American Society of Mechanical Engi- 
neers . — William Leroy Emmet, Schenectady, 
N. Y. Naval Academy, *81. Engineer with 
the General Electric Company. Spencer Miller, 
South Orange, N. J, Worcester Polytedinio, 
*79. Inventor. 

Amencan Society of Aeronautic Engineers. 
■^Henry Alexander Wise Wood, New York 
City, Engineer and manufacturer of printing; 
Elmer Ambrose Sperry, Chicago, Cornell, 
*76. Founder of Sperry Electric Company, 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

Kael Euoen Guthb, professor of physics in 
the University of Michigan and dean of the 
Graduate School, died on September 11, fol- 
lowing a surgical operation. He was bom in 
Hanover, Germany, on March 5, 1886. 

John Howard Van Amrinoe, dean of Co- 
lumbia College and professor of mathematics 
until his retirement five years ago after a serv- 
ice of fifty years, ^ied on September 10, at the 
age of seventy-nine years. 

The Institution of Mining Engineers will 
present the institution medal for 1914-15 at 
itt twenty^^ixth annual gmieral meeting, to be 
held at Leeds in September, to Dr. John Scott 
Haldane, of Oxford, in Recognition of 

his investigations on mine air. 

pROfBOkm Juutrs Elstbr and Professor 
Bans Oditdl, who have carried on conjointly 
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experiments in physics and have published to- 
gether over one hundred and twenty papers, 
have received honorary doctorates from the 
University of Gbttingen. 

Dr, PmOHER has been made acting director 
of the Austrian Meteorological Bureau in suc- 
cession MDf Professor Trabert, who has retired 
on acQbUnt of his healtL 

Da. WiLBUB A. Bawteh, director of the State 
Hygienic Laboratory and lecturer in hygiene 
and preventive medicine in the University of 
California, has been appointed a member of 
the California State Board of Health and sec- 
retary of the board. As executive officer of 
the board he will have under his direction 
seven bureaus — ^Administration, Vital Statis- 
tics, Tuberculosis, and Begistration of Nurses, 
with headquarters at the oapitol, Sacramento; 
and the State Hygienic Laboratory and ^ the 
Bureaus of Sanitary Engineering and of Food 
and Drugs, maintained by the state at the 
University of California. 

AsSOOIATE PROfFSlH^R CHARLES BiBOBO HaNIT, 
of the department of physics in the University 
of Chicago, has been granted by the univer- 
sity board of trustees an extension of bis leave 
of absence for one year from October 1, in 
order that he may complete his survey of tech- 
nical instruction in the United States, which 
he has Undertaken under the auspices of the 
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching. 

Mr. M. T. Da we, lately director of agricul- 
ture, British East Africa, has been appointed 
agricultural adviser to the government of Co- 
lombia. 

PBorESSOB Haenpel, director of the Hy- 
gienic Institute in Saarbriicken, has been ap- 
pointed director of the Imperial Health Bu- 
reau, Berlin, succeeding Professor Lenta. 

Professor W. Moboax, who fills the chair of 
automobile engineering in the faculty of engi- 
neering of the University of Bristol, has been 
released from his duties for the period of the 
war to engage in work in connection with the 
production of munitions. 

SuROROK ViCTOB Q. Hkiskr, U. 8. Public 
Health Service, formerly commissioner of 


health, Philippine Xslonds, has arrived in New 
York. He has returned to the United States 
to make a report to the Bockefeller Founda- 
tion of his investigations in the Philippine 
and India of hookworm and other diseases. 

Pbofrsbor F, Cajobi has xestuned work at 
.Colorado College after spending the past year 
abroad. He attended the Napier Teroentenary 
in Edinburgh and later traveled in France, 
Italy, Switzerland and Germany. The larger 
part of the year was spent in Oxford, Cam- 
bridge and London, where he was engaged in 
researches on the history of certain branches 
of mathematics in Great Britain during the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 

Dr. E. S. Moore, professor of geology and 
mineralogy of Pennylvania State College, has 
returned from a year’s leave of absence after 
attending the meeting of the British Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science in Aus- 
tralia and visiting several ooimtries on geolog- 
ical excursions. The countries visited in- 
cluded New Zealand, India, Egypt and France, 
the last six months being spent chiefly in study 
with Professor Lacroix at Paris. 

News has reached England of the Easter 
Island expedition of Ifr. and Mrs. Scoreeby 
Boutledge up to June 8, at which date the 
expedition had been fourteen months in Resi- 
dence, during which time a careful survey had 
been made of the existing ontiquitieSi^and such 
ethnographical information collected as is still 
available. 

The twenty-fourth annual session of the 
Association of Military Surgeons of the United 
States was held in Washington on September 
13 to 16, under the presidency of OoL J. B. 
Kean, 

Wb learn from Nature that in addition to 
his name being expunged from the list of 
honorary members of the laryngologioal soci- 
eties of Vienna and Berlin, in oonseqUenoe of 
his having protested in a lettw to Timet 
against tha alleged barbarities of Geraum^ in 
the wSr, the name of Sir Felix Semen has been 
removed from the IntemaiionalM OevitnjibiaH 
fUr Larpngolo 0 i», which joamal he founded 
twenty-five years ago, in ocmaequenee of this 
action, ati the British editcgial <xmtrihutm to 
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the Centralhlatt who have had an opportunity 
of seeing the declaration hare withdrawn their 
names from and resigned their editorial con* 
nection with it* Among these are Dr. Peter 
McBride, Dr. H, J. Davis, Dr. Logan Turner 
and Dr. WatBon-Williams. Their American 
collaborator, Dr. Emil Mayer, has also severed 
his connection with the journal. 

A BRONZE bas-relief — the work of Mr. S. K* 
Babb — is about to be erected in St. PauPs 
Cathedral in memory of Captain Scott and 
his companions who perished in the Antarctic. 
At the request of the committee responsible 
for the memorial an inscription haa been 
written by Lord Curzon, which reads as fol- 
lows: “In memory of Captain Robert Falcon 
Soott, C.V.O., R.N., Dr. Edward Adrian 
Wilson, Captain Lawrence E. G, Oates, Lieut. 
Henry R. Bowers and Petty Officer Edgar 
Evans, who died on their return journey from 
the South Pole in February and March, 1912. 
Inflexible of purpose, steadfast in courage, 
resolute in endurance in the face of unparal- 
leled misfortune. Their bodies are lost in 
the Antarctic ioe. But the memory of their 
deeds is an everlasting monument.” 

Dr. DonaBD MoiNfbsH, professor of veteri- 
nary science at the University of lUinois, died 
on ^September 6, at his summer home in Port- 
land,^ Me. Dr, McIntosh was elected to his 
permanent position in June, 1986. At that 
time the total faculty of the university num- 
bered but twenty-seven, of whom only Dr. 
Burrill, Professor Bicker, Professor Bolfe, 
Professor Baker and Professor Forbes axe left 

The death is announced at the age of eighty- 
eight years of Mr. Manson Bailey, colonial 
botanist for Queensland from 1881 until within 
a short time of his death. 

Dr, J. J. T. Q0EK6BL, professor of patholog- 
ical anatomy at the University of Upsala, has 
died at the age of seventy years. 

Dr. Richabd KisPBRt, the German carto- 
grapher, haa died at the age of sixty-nine 
years, 

OaPTAm W. E. G, ATgiKSOK and Captain 
Arthur Eellaa were killed at the Dardanelles 
Oh August 6. The former was known for his 
experimental woik on varieties of wheats the 
latter for work in pgyebiatry and physiology. 


Loan BraBourns has been killed in the war 
in the twenty-ninth year of his age. He had 
returned recently from South America where 
he was collecting material for the work on 
“ The Birds of South America ” which he 
was writing in conjunction with Mr./ Charles 
Chubb and of which one part had appeared. 

The Berlin correspondent of Soumal 
of the American Medical Association writes 
that the “ Langenbeck-Virchow Haus,” built 
by and for the Berlin Medical Society and the 
German Surgical Aisaociation Was opened on 
August 1. The ceremonial opening was post- 
poned until after the conclusion of the war. 
The auditorium, three stories high, has a seat- 
ing capacity of 900, The galleries have a seat- 
ing capacity of 335. The room is lighted by 
day through a skylight and in the evening by 
eighteen electric arc lamps of 25,000 candle 
power. The auditorium is 13 meters high, 24 
meters long and 17.6 meters wide. Axtifleial 
ventilation is provided for so that the air may 
be renewed every hour. On the flrst floor is a 
smaller hall with a seating capacity of 200. 
Both rooms are provided with epidiascopes and 
kinotoscopes and can rapidly be darkened. 
Small rooms, contiguous to the auditorium, are 
provided for waiting rooms for patients, and 
in one a small laboratory has been installed. 
The reading room and library, containing 200,- 
000 volumes, is on the third floor. One small 
room contains the library bequeathed to the 
Berlin Medical Society by Virchow. The 
larger reading room is furnished with twenty- 
five tables at each of which two may be seated. 
Other small rooms are provided for such read- 
ers as wish to work quietly and undisturbed. 
Refreshments may be had on the first floor. 
Stores occupy tl» first floor front, and will be 
rented to concerns identified with medicine, 
such as instrument houses, book dealers, etc. 


UmrXBSXTT and educational news 

Gcrt Hospital has received $125,000 from 
the trusty of the will of the late Sir William 
Bunn for the endowment of a lectureship in 
pathology in the Guy’s Hospital Medical 
Sobool* to be known as the “ Sir William Bunn 
Lectureship in Pathology," 
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The rei^istratiozi for the fall term at the 
University of California by September 3 had 
reached a total of 5,551 » as compared with 
5,236 on a corresponding date in 1914. Grad- 
uate students at that date numbered 742 as 
compared with 632 on a corresponding date 
the preHous year. Including the summer ses- 
sion of Wl5, which enrolled more than 6,400, 
and the students in the colleges of medicine, 
dentistry, pharmacy and law, but excluding 
stu<lentB of the university farm school, the 
university extension division, tlie Wilmerding 
TradeiS School, and of the San Francisco In- 
stitute of Art, the University of California's 
registration for tlie present academic year is 
expected to exceed 11,000. 

The department of sociology and anthropol- 
ogy. University of Minnesota, has been reor- 
ganized with Dr. Albert Ernest Jenks as ebair- 
man; Dr. Arthur J. Todd, professor of sociol- 
ogy; Dr. Paul I. Neergaard, instructor in 
sociology; Mr. Frank J. Bruno, lecturer on 
poverty ; Mr. Otto W, Davis, lecturer on hous- 
ing; Mr. Charles C. Stillman, lecturer on pov- 
erty. Dt. Jenks has been professor of anthro- 
pology in the University of Minnesota for nine 
years. All the other members of the depart- 
ment are new mep in the university. Dr. 
Todd comes from a professorship of sociology 
in the University of Pittsburgh; Dr. Neergaard 
was last year instructor in sociology at West- 
ern Reserve; Mr. Bruno is secretary of the 
Minneapolis Associated Charities; Mr. Davis 
is housing expert with the Minneapolis Civics 
and Commerce Association ; and Mr. Stillman 
is secretary of the United Charities of St. 
Paul. The president of the university, Dr. 
George E. Vincent, will contribute a course of 
lectures on ‘^Aspects of Social Psychology.'' 
Dr. Joseph Peterson, another new member of 
the faculty, and professor of psychology, offers 
a semester course of lectures on social psychol- 
ogy for the department of sociology and an- 
thropology. Andther new course of lectures 
will he presented by experts in collaboration 
from the several detention institutions of the 
state. It is the plan of the department to em- 
phasize praetioal courses to equip the students 
for life in the extensive rural states which 


stretch westward with Minneapolis as their 
gateway. 

Dr. Chab. H. Otis, for the past two years in- 
structor in botany in the College of Arts and 
Sciences of Cornell University, has accepted a 
position in the botanical department and ex- 
periment station of the New Hampshire Col- 
lege. 

Da. Ansoiiultz, docent in the Hamburg 
Scientific Institute, and Dr. Demoll, professor 
of zoology in the Karlsruhe Technical School, 
have accepted calls to professorships in the 
university at Constantinople, the former in 
psychology and the latter in zoology. 

DISCUSSION AND C0BBE8P0NDSNCE 

CALIFORNIA AND STANFORD MISREPRESENTED 

In the Ninth Annual Report of the Car- 
negie Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching which has just come to my atten- 
tion, “ the two great universities of Cali- 
fornia ” are accused of having lent themselves 
the perpetuation of the medical rivalry 
which has so long existed in San Francisco." 
Mr. Pritchett rightly adds, “ The world has a 
right to expect a better Solution than this and 
one more in accordance with the largeness of 
true university relationship." The solution 
referred to by Mr. Pritchett is the question of 
fusion of the two university medical sehools. 

Were such a grievous charge against our 
universities justified, every right thinking man 
would agree with Mr. Pritchett that this i», 
not merely seems, a matter of regfret from 
every point of view." Since this charge has 
been given puch wide circulation and espe-- 
cially since the distinguished board of trustees 
of the foundation, by virtue of their office, 
would seem to stand sponsors for Mr. Pritch- 
ett's sweeping indictment, I must record my 
earnest protest against so unfounded a charge. 
That any one animated solely by a desire to 
know and to understand the relations and aims 
of our universities could so wholly misunder- 
stand and misrepresent them, la as regrettable 
as it is surprising. It is perplexing, indeed, 
to ixmghke where Mr. Pritchett fonnd evidence 
to prompt such a serious reflection lipon the 
good name of Oalifomia and Stanford, 
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I have been in California only sut years?— 
bappy years — but these six years more than 
cover the period during which the fusion of 
the two university medical schools has been 
under consideration. During this period the 
universities have not lent themselves to so 
imworthy a purpose. The institutional rela- 
tions have been friendly, indeed, and a spirit 
of cooper ati on bas prevailed throughout. This 
is in keeping with the spirit of the west. The 
disregard for little things, the helping hand 
and feeling heart, are the legacy of pioneer 
days just passed* Besides, there really is very 
little occasion or basis for unseemly inter-uni- 
versity rivalry. Stanford set its limits re- 
garding enrollment and is maintaining them, 
and with an attendance of 7,000 our state uni- 
versity surely is not lacking in numbers. 
Every year some of our medical students are 
advised to attend the California summer 
school, not only in the non-medical, but in tbe 
medical subjects as well. We accept each 
other’s records without hesitation or question 
and also encourage students who desire to do 
so to go elsewhere. We hare trusted each 
other and the rewards of this trust have, I be- 
lieve, been ours. The spirit of reciprocity pre- 
vails, We Stanford men were not all " to the 
mapner bom ’’ but we are citizens of Cali- 
fornia and as such have faithfully espoused the 
best interests of our state university. More 
than a score of us are alumni of California, 
whose faculty also contains a number of Stan-' 
ford graduates. Besides, many members of the 
faculties of the neighboring univt^rsities have 
a common alma mater. Larger appropriations 
and opportunities for California neither alarm 
nor threaten us* If we have not decided to 
merge the medical, law or engineering schools 
or even our universities, that is no reason why 
our motives should be impugned. Moreover, 
to my knowledge the faculty of Stanford Uni- 
versity has never even considered such a 
fusion and the University of California must 
in this matter speak for itself. The subject, 
to be sure, has been considered ih tbe admin- 
istrative boards and may, I presume, be con- 
sidered again, for I believe that the same good 
will animates them. 


It is strange, indeed^ how Mr. Pritchett can 
call our universities great ” and our medical 
schools ** fitrong if the alleged spirit prevaiU, 
for that way, surely, only weakness lies. Mr. 
Pritchett’s characterization of the field of 
modem medicine as '' so narrow ** is decidedly 
enlightening. Other statements in Mr. 
Pritchett’s report call for comment b»t I shall 
forbear. The future will be Mr. Pritchett’s 
and our sternest judge. I trust, however, that 
a sense of justice Will cause Mr. Pritchett to 
give an explanation for his unqualified accu- 
sation, and since the great usefulness and influ- 
ence of the foundation must in time he seri- 
ously jeopardized by such uncorrected errors, 
1 further trust that the board of trustees of 
the foundation will disclaim responsibility for 
so serious and so unjust a reflection upon the 
good name of the two universities. 

" Those principles of peace and conciliation 
which President Jordan has so eminently rep- 
resented” are indeed being maintained be- 
tween the two universities, and if I may 
reciprocate Mr, Pritchett’s wish, I hope that 
tbe some principles of peace and conciliation 
which Mr. Carnegie has so long and so ardently 
espoused will more and more pervade the spirit 
and. temper of the verdicts of the Foundation 
for the Advancement of Teaching. 

A. W. Mjcves 

Palo Alto, California, 

August 4, 1016 ' 

^SUCCESSFUL LONG-DISTANCE SHIPMENT OP CITRUS 
POLLEN 

In connection with investigations in Japan 
in the spring of 1915, Mr* Walter T. Swingle, 
physiologist in charge of crop physiology end 
breeding investigatione, Bureau of Plant In- 
dustry, found it desirable to make an attempt 
to breed canker-resistant*^ strains of grape- 
fniits and tangelos by hybridizing with the 
more resistant J apanese races of pumelo (BuU- 
tau) and other late-ripening, large-fruited 
citrous fruits commonly grown an Japan. He 
accordingly cabled for grapefruit and tangelo 
pollen. 

1 Haase, Clara H., ** Pseudomonas eitrif the 
Cause of Citrus Canker/* Jour. Agrio, Mesearoh, 
VAl iy pp. 97-100, Pis. 9, 10, April, 1935. 
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ProTioua experiments had shown that it was 
possible to use pollen from flower buds which 
Ivad been gathered when just ready to open 
and kept in cold storage until needed, but after 
flve to seven days the buds discolored and 
moulded. Pollen had been sent in this way 
from Ptorida to California, but for a long 
period time such as the duration of the 
Toy age from Florida to Japan, it was neces- 
sary to develop other methods. 

The attempt was first made to brush the 
pollen* from the anthers into small vials, but 
this process was abandoned for the much 
'quicker method of putting the anthers entire 
into the vials. The preparation of the pollen 
may be divided into four methods, as follows : 
-I., pollen in cork-stoppered vial; II., anthers 
lin vial with cotton stopper; III., anthers in 
vacuum glass tubes, i. e., tube filled with 
^anthers for 1-2 inches, cotton i inch, then ex- 
hausted to about 10 mm. pressure and sealed; 
IV., anthers in dried vacuum glass tubes, i. 
4ube filled with anthers 1-2 inches, cotton i 
inch, exhausted to about .5 mm. pressure in 
the presenoe of sulfuric acid, the tube then 
sealed. As far as practicable the pollen was 
Jcept at a temperature of 10® C. until sealed. 

Through the courtesy of Director Onda of 
the Imperial Horticultural Experiment Sta- 
tion at Okitau, Shidsuoka Een, Hr. Swingle 
made arrangements to test the viability of 
the pollen as well as to make hybrids in the 
variety collection of citrous fruits. Professor 
Y. Kumagai, of this station, kindly agreed to 
test the viability of this pollen in SO per cent, 
cane sugar solution. His careful observations 
show conclusively that pollen can be success* 
fully shipped from Florida to Japan and be in 
viable condition on arrival, four to six weeks 
after it is gathered. 

Grapefruit pollen collected April 6, from 
one sealed tube (method III.) which was 

t The sources of poUen were BoWea grapefruit 
and taagelo twigs bearing fiowers fully nutured 
but not yet open, gathered at Eustlpt and Saa 
Mateo, Florida. I'he lower part of each bundle of 
stems wee packed in moist sphagnum, tlm bundle 
then wrapped in oiled paper #nd mailed from Flor- 
ida to Wasldngton in ordinary mailing cartmm. 
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opened Hay 17, 1915, showed within forty* 
eight hours a germination of 50 per cent, witii 
the pollen tubes fifteen times the diameter of 
the pollen grain. Fresh Joppa orange pollen 
used as a check showed the same germination 
(60 per cent.) within twenty-four hours, with 
pollen tubes twenty times the diameter of the 
pollen grains. Fresh Ogasawara grapefruit ’’ 
used as a check showed 80 per cent, germina- 
tion inside of twenty-four hours, with the 
pollen tubes twenty times the diameter of the 
pollen grains. Pollen of Valencia Late 
oranges used as a check showed a germination 
of only 20 per cent, within forty-eight hours, 
and a length of pollen tube of but three to four 
times the diameter of the pollen grain. Other 
tubes of grapefruit and taagelo pollen pre- 
pared in the same manner (i. e., method m.) 
showed from 2 to 10 per cent, germination, 
both with pollen tubes from two to five times 
the diameter of the pollen grain, while still 
others gave no results whatever* From obser- 
vations upon these different lots of pollen it 
is probable that this may have been due to the 
pollen having low vitality when gathered. It 
is obvious, also, that there may be a variation 
in the viability of pollen of different varieties, 
or even in pollen from individual flowers. 

Grapefruit pollen sent by methods I. and 
11. showed 7-8 per cent, germination within 
forty-eight hours, and pollen tubes ten times 
the diameter of the grain. 

Pollen prepared by method TV. was sent late 
in April, so that no report has oa yet been re- 
ceived showing the percentage cff germination. 
However, in a oa)blegrain sent from Tokyo 
July 8, 1916, Mr. Swingle reports; '‘Dry 
pollen successful,’’ indicating that the most 
pngmising method for shipment of pollen over 
long distances is the one last noted^ drying 
in vacuo over sulfuric ^id. 

The necessity for stricter quamutme regu- 
lations to exclude dangarons diseases and in* 
seot^ pests already operates to prevent the free 
shtpi^t 0^ many plants from one country to 
anotlm. As mck regulations become more 
0triet» the difficulties of seburing plax^ta in- 
crease. It is IxMyr :^owever, that in most 
caaes pbilen iriiipped in f acuum tabes omidd U 
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flent without danger of carrying plant diaGaaea 
or inaeot peata. 

Maude Keulebman 

Bdkeau or Pla^t Industrt 

VALLET-fUL OS' ABID mTERMOKT PLAINS 

Unfailing tendency too broadly to general* 
ize from a new-found principle is nowhere 
better shown than in the instance of ascribed 
origin of the wide interment plains of the 
Great Basin in particular and in general of 
aU desert tracts of the globe. Bo graphic are 
the descriptions of Basin Bange features given 
hy the various members of the famous Fortieth 
Parallel Survey that even after the elapse of 
half a century they continue to hold first place 
with scarcely a question concerning the accu* 
racy of their genetic foundation. 

One statement of the late Professor I. 0. 
Bussell furnishes the keynote to the whole 
problem. He speaks of the mountains of 
Nevada being “buried up to their shoulders 
in the debris of their own substances.’’ As a 
corollary he ascribes enormous depths of 2,000 
to 8,000 feet to the valley-fill between the vari- 
ous basin ranges. Bussell’s observations, as 
well as those of others, are mainly impressions 
gained on hurried reconnaissances through the 
r^ion; and the statements made at the time 
leally had little to substantiate them. The 
conceptions which they represent are in the 
extreme brilliant and suggestiye. For this 
very reason it is that they go so long unchal- 
lenged. 

Singularly enough one of Busseirs most 
typical ezamides of buried mountains, and one 
oftenest cited as around which the valley-fill is 
thickest, is a district wherein subsequent in- 
vestigation ooDcluaively shows the valleys or 
interment plains to have rock-fioors. In these 
valleys the strata of the bed-rook are fiexed 
and tilted often to a vertical attitude. The 
planed surface coincides nearly with the pres- 
ent ground surfaoe. The wash or valley-fill is 
almost nil To be sure there may be some in- 
atanoes in which there is a valley filling that 
hwi greater or less but in many cases 

the broad intermont basin has a very pro^ 


nounoed rock-floor and the thickness of rego- 
lith or soil mantle is inappreciable. 

Other critical <jlata now exist that bear di- 
rectly upon the extent of the valley-filling. 
The larger number of deep drill-holes, which 
have been put down in the desert regions of 
the west during recent years, furnis^ some 
very conclusive evidence touching the points 
under consideration. Of course weji-logs, as 
a rule, are notoriously fanciful and, without 
proper checks, can not be implicitly relied 
upon. Yet many such records are adduced as 
proving the great depth of valley-fillings. 

In a number of cases, which are really test- 
cases, depths of 2,000 to 8,000 feet are reported 
as being entirely in wash material. These 
statements are even presented in scientific lit- 
erature. In one instance, in which soft Eocene 
clays and sands were dipping at an angle of 
70 degrees, the drill is reported as having 
penetrated nearly 2,500 feet of wash debris 
without passing through it. In another case, 
that of the Santa Crux Valley, near Tucsoh, 
Arizona, the valley-fill was said .to be over 
2,000 feet thick as shown by the drill ; yet the 
late W J McGee found bed-rock near-by eor- 
ered only by a few inches of soil. 

One of the latest cases of this kind is the 
interpretation of deep-drill records in the 
Hueco (Tularosa) bolson in southern Now 
Mexico. Drill-logs of more than 2,000 feet 
are given as evidence in support of the oonteu- 
tion of the great depth of valley-filL As a 
matter of fact, and as the records themselves 
clearly indicate, the beds passed through by 
the drill are the very red-beds that overlie the 
OarbouiferouB limeatdUos of the r^ion, and 
that one would expect first to encounter a 
short distance beneath the surface of the 
desert at those point84 Abundant other data 
from this looality point rather conclusively to 
the fact that this so-called valley-fill is mainly 
Qot wash dibris at all but typical soft red- 
beda^ Thf#'«eems to be another instance of 
forcing facts to fit theory. 

What is *till greatly needed in these desert 
investigations is further critical evidence 
hearing upon the geological date of the forma- 
tion of tb so-called Basin Bange structures. 
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Until thifl is forthcoming from those travders 
and explorers who are now working in this 
especial field the Basin Hange hypothesis shall 
have to be considered as holding a place 
among those hypotheses yet unproven, and as 
an assumption of very doubtful utility, 

Charles Kbtbs 

SCIENTinC BOOKS 

Mechanism f Lif& and PersonaUtp, By J. S. 

Haldane. New York, Dutton. 1914. Pp. 

viii + 139. Price, $1.00. 

1 

Dr. J. S. Haldane has long been known as a 
philosophical physiologist. Indeed it la now 
for more than three decades that he has occa- 
sionally relieved the labors of an orthodox and 
eminent scientific investigator with the pleas- 
ures of idealistic metaphysics. At length he 
has constructed his philosophy of biology, into 
a little hook, Mechanism, Life and Personal- 
ity,” which he offers as a contribution towards 
“bringing the great biological movement of 
the ninetaenth century into definite relation 
with the main atream of hunian thought.” 

The first half of this book is devoted to an 
examination of “the hypothesis that living 
organisms may be regarded as conscious or un- 
conscious physical. and chemical mechanisms, 
and can be satisfactorily investigated from 
this standpoint.” Such is Haldane’s state- 
ment of the mechanistic theory of life. Many 
considerations favor such a theory. Chemical 
analysis reveals no mysterious mibstances or 
reactions within the body, general physiology 
and the study of metabolism reveal no mysteri- 
ous forma or manifestations of energy, and to 
all appearances the laws of the conservation of 
matter and the conservation of energy there 
hold. Consciousness, to be sure, is a difficulty, 
but, at any rate, consciousness seems not to 
interfere with the operation of any law of 
physics or of chemistry. Moreover, when once 
we have commenced the analysis of organisms, 
whether physically Or chemically, we find no 
structure but physical and chemical structure, 
no activity but physical and chemical activity. 

Hi 8 tori( 3 ally too there is much to justify the 
mechanistic view, for “the history of physiol- 
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ogy displays uninterrupted progress in the suc- 
cessful application of physical and chemical 
methods to physiological problems.” 

In the manifold and inconceivably intricate 
phenomena organic regulations the mechan- 
ist has found serious difficulties. But in the 
course time, as the mechanistic nature of 
nervous control, of the action of hormones, and 
of similar phenomena were discovered, this 
difiiculty has grown less. Again the very exist, 
ence of such marvellous physical and chemical 
structures as living things once seemed 
mechanistically quite inexplicable. But when 
Darwin conceived the principle of natural 
selection this difficulty was removed. 

In his zeal to do full justice to the mechan- 
istic theory Haldane even goes so far as to 
declare that it is possible to imagine how life 
may have originated. This is perhaps too 
much, for I suspect that some chemists would 
still prefer the first chapter of Genesis to the 
mechanist’s guesses upon the subject. 

As for the traditional opponents of the 
mechanistic view, the vitaliets and the ani- 
mista, their theories fiave ever been sterile. 
Occasionally encouraged by the coUapee of one 
or another mechanistic theory, their own 
efforts have nevertheless ended in mere words, 
for “ the apparent autonomous selective actien 
of the organism turns out to be causally de- 
X)endeiit in every detail on physical axid chem- 
ical conditions,” Therefore the action of any 
possible vital principle must be determined by 
these conditions. 

Further the vitaHstic theory implies “ a defi- 
nite breach in the fundamental law of the con- 
servation of energy” (according to Drieaoh 
not in the first but in the second law of thermo- 
dynamics). Moreover the vitalistic agency is 
itself “ entirely unintelligible.” 

On the other hand, even if the position of tie 
vitaliets and animists is entir^ unsatisfac- 
tory# that does not establish the justice of the 
mechanistic theory. We izmst not forget that 
a living thing never does seem to be a mechan- 
ism, especially to those who know it well and 
study it as a whole, that is as a real ergOfuem. 
In particular to identify stimulus and response 
with physical and chemical causation^ a belief 
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which is the very basia of the meohoniatio 
physiology, ia gigantic leap in the daA.” 
To he sure, the diiSiculty of making out this 
causal connection might be due solely to the 
complexity of the cell, nevertheless “ the point 
must be emphasized that in the case of stim- 
ulus and response there is in reality no experi- 
mental evidence whatsoever that the process 
can be understood as one of physical and 
chemical causation.’* No real quantitative 
relation between the supposed cause and the 
effect can be traced. 

No doubt such information as we now pos- 
sess will continue to increase, biophysics and 
biochemistry to unfold, but there is no reason 
to suppose that this kind of information will 
in the future serve as an explanation of that 
which in the past it has totally failed to 
explain. 

Historically, in spite of the great services of 
physics and chemistry to biology, the mech- 
anistic theory has, on the whole, fared very 
badly,” Oell-growth and oell-nutrition, absorp- 
tion and secretion, have not been mechan- 
istically explained. Mechanistic theories of 
respiration and metabolism, of muscular 
movement and other physiological movements, 
have also failed. And as the science develops 
we seem to get further and further away from 
any prospect of success in such enterprises. 
In truth ignorance alone could have justified 
the earlier crude mechanistic theories of the 
intracellular processes. For what the mech- 
anistic theory must assume in the case of an 
organism such as man is a vast assemblage of 
the most intricate and delicately adjusted cell- 
mechanisms, each mechanism being so con- 
stituted as to keep itself in working order year 
after year, and in exact coordination with the 
working of the millions of other cell-mechan- 
iams which make up the whole organism.” 

But the facts of reproduction and heredity 
involve still greater difficulties, for we have 
reason to believe that the whole adult mechan- 
ism has come from the nuclear material of the 
fertilised germ odL **On the mechanistic 
theory this nucleus must carry within its sub- 
stance a mechaniaim which by reaction with the 
aEryironment not only produces the mOlions of 


complex and delicately balanced mechanisms 
which constitute the adult organism, but pro- 
vides for their orderly arrangement into tissues 
end organa, and for their orderly development 
in a certain perfectly specific manner.” And 
yet, according to the mechanistic view> this 
structure of inconceivable complexity is capa- 
ble of dividing itself to an indefinite extent 
while retaining its original structure. ^'The 
real difficulty for the mechanistic theory is 
that we are forced, on the ona hand, to postu- 
late that the germ-plasm is a mechanism of 
enormous complexity and definiteness, vsd, on 
the other, that this mechanism, in spite of its 
absolute definiteness and complexity, can divide 
and combine with other similar mechanisms, 
and can do so to an absolutely indefinite ex- 
tent without alteration of its structure. On 
the one hand we have to postulate absolute 
definiteness of structure, and on the other 
absolute indefiniteness.” 

Hence, says Haldane, the mechanistic theory 
of heredity is impossible. 

The mechanistic theory of heredity must in- 
volve in its downfall every other part of biol- 
ogy. '‘If we can not frame a mechanistic 
theory of heredity we are equally at a loss in 
connection with the ordinary phenomena of 
metabolism, and we have no right to use 
mechanistic hypotheses in connection with 
these phenomena.” And finally Haldane con- 
cludes : The phenomena of life are of such a 
nature that no physical or chemical explana- 
tion of them is remotely concseivable.” 

This conclusion loads to the second half of 
the book which begins with a philosophical 
discussion of the nature of reality. Out of 
this is developed the Hegelian conclusion “ that 
a special category or Categories ought to he 
added (to those df tlw physical sciences) for 
organic life, as the idea of life is one of the 
fundamental ideas. There is no reason why 
a oate^ry or general conception of life should 
not be just os much constitutive of our experi- 
ence as the category of substance. Here, there- 
fore, we have a possible way out of our diffi- 
culties with the mechanistic theory of life. In 
trying to reduce life to physical and ohwioal 
mechanism we are perhaps in some way oon- 
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fusing two dilFerent categories. Kant’s gen- 
eral philosopbioal conclusions have in any case 
thrown a quite new light on our conceptions of 
the physical world, and have taught ua that 
the validity 6f these conceptions is of a very 
different nature from what was previously 
believ^ It may be that just as we can not 
base p|^ics on the purely mathematical con- 
oeptiooB >of extension, so we can not base biol- 
ogy on the purely physical conceptions of 
matter and energy.*’ 

The whole living structure is organized, 
eveiy part is definitely related to every other 
part. This is also true of its activity or metab- 
olism. Thus it has come about that in deal- 
ing with life we not only use a whole series of 
special terms, but these terms appear to belong 
to a specific general conception which is never 
made use of in the physical sciences.” "The 
fundamental mistake of the mechanistic tAysi- 
ologiats of the middle of last century was that 
they completely failed to roalixe this. Such 
processes as secretion, absorption, growth, 
nervous excitation, muscular contraction, were 
treated M if each was on isolable physical or 
Chemical process, instead of being what it is, 
one side of a many-sided metabolic activity, of 
which the different sides are indissolubly asso- 
ciated-” 

" Our ordinary language as applied to life 
corresponds to these characteristies* We nat- 
urally speak of a living organism as an autono- 
mous active whole, and think of it as such. 
The idea of its being a mechanism made up 
of separable parts, and actuated by external 
causes, is wholly unnatural to us, and becomes 
more and more unnatural the more we know 
about organisms.” 

"The concept we are using is radically 
different from any physical concept: for in 
conceiving what is living we do not separate 
between matter or structure and its activity.” 

"If we assume that the cone|pptio& of the 
living organism is the fundamental conceSH 
tion of biology, it is dear that the aim of biol- 
ogy diff^ entirely from what it would be if 
the mechanistic theory were accepted. All at- 
tempts to trace the ultimate mechanism of life 

tHUOi.he-tfaxaiL UD ** 


On the contrary, the goal of biology must be 
the description of the organism as an organic 
unit. This proposition is illustrated by a dis- 
cussion of the physiology of respiration, and 
the conclusion is reached that " the idea whiob 
gives unity and odierence to the whole of the 
physiology of respiration is that of the organic 
determination of the phenomena.” And in 
general by means of this conception we intro- 
duce order and intelligibility into biology, 
whereas there is nonsuch order or intelligibility 
if the mechanistic theory of life be adopted.” 

Finally it is necessary to take account of 
one other characteristic of the higher organ- 
isms, of Consciousness. Haldane’s conclusion 
upon this point is as follows; 

" We must, it seems to me, draw a sharp and 
clear distinct.ion between biology, which deals 
simply with organic life, and psychology, 
which deals with conscious life or personality. 
This distinction is similar in general nature 
to that which I have already endeavored to 
draw between physics and biology. Just as 
biology is a more concrete science, nearer to 
reality than physios and chemistry, so psychol- 
ogy is a more concrete science than biology. 
We can abstract from the psychological aspect 
of a man or animal, and regard him only ^in 
the biological aspect. This is, in fact, what we 
do in physiology. In regard to mpat of the 
details of bodily activity there is little need for 
deliberate abstraction, since the psychological 
element lies only in the background. But when 
we come to deal with the bodily parts more 
immediately concerned in perception gnd 
voluntary response the case is very different. 
Perception, voluntary response, and conscioua 
activity of every kind belong to personidity, 
and therefore can not as such be dealt with 
scientifically from the merely biological or 
I&ysiological standpoint We xnight as wdl 
attempt to establish physics on a basis which 
totally disregarded the facts on which the oon- 
eeptiona of mass and energy are baaed^ ga to 
establish psychology on a merely physiologioal 
basis.” 

"Physiology deals, and ought to deal, with 
living organisms just in so far as the observa** 
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tions relatinir to tLem can be ordered in tenxsB 
of the coneeption of a living organism. Where, 
and in so far as^ the conception of a mere 
organism fails, as in the facts relating to con- 
scious activity, we must have recourse to an- 
other conception, that of x>s]'Sonality.’’ 

** It is evident that in applying the concep- 
tion of personality to man or animal we leave 
out of ac<^ount the details of organic activity. 
But the details are there, and the only account 
we are in a position to give of them is in terms 
of the lower or less concrete conception of 
mere organic activity. If we go still further 
into detail we are reduced to a still more ab- 
stract account in terms of physics and chemis- 
try. Hence although in giving an account of 
perception and volition as a whole we make 
use of the conception of personality, and can 
not otherwise state the facts, there is abundant 
room left for a physiological account of the 
sense organs, nervous system, muscular activ- 
ity, etc., provided that we recognise that such 
an account always deals abstractly with the 
phenomena, for the sufficient reason that a 
fuller and more concrete account can not at 
present be given. In the same way we treat 
the action of the musses on the limbs, or of 
the limbs on the environment, or of the envi- 
rottment on the ^sory organs, from the merely 
phyribal standpoint. This is an abstract 
method of treatment, as we have already seen; 
but it is io some extent the only method arail- 
able. Provided we do not make the mistake of 
confusing the physical account of the world 
with reality, we are perfectly justified in ma- 
king all the use we con of this physical 
account’^ 

n 

It is no light task for a man of science to 
form a critical judgment of this book, for I 
believe that its weakness is on the philosophical 
side. Certain it is that there is great justice 
in Haldane’s striotures upon the supporters of 
the mechanistic view. 2^ot only have mech- 
anistic theories of physiological actions been 
almost uniformly of a childish orudeness, fall- 
ing far beneath the complexity of the facts, hut 
the mechanists have indeed, in the past, failed 


3$1 

to recognize the significanoa of ozganisation. 
And for my part I think that Haldane is quite 
right in establishinji organisation as something 
of a different order from mechanism, and 
elevating it into a category. The meohamsts, 
having been obliged to isolate the phenomena, 
because such is the necessary condition for the 
physical and chemical study of them, for- 
gotten what they have done, and have not 
thought about organisation at all. 

It is, however, one thing to recognise the 
weakness of particular mechanistic theories of 
the past, or the difficulty, or oven the incon- 
ceivability, of a mechanistic theory of heredity, 
and it is quite another thing to conclude that 
such a theory is impossible, especially in the 
face of Morgan’s recent researches. The ex- 
planation of that which Darwin explained was 
ones inconceivable. And one wonders what 
Galileo or Newton would have done with an 
electric battery if he had been asked to explain 
it as a mechanism. It is quite true that we 
possess no clue to the meoheuism of the cell in 
general as distinguished from important par- 
ticulars; it is perhaps probable that the task 
is too great for the human mind, but it is not 
possible by such a discussion as Haldane has 
given in the first part of his hook to prove iti 
ideal impossibility. The cell is a contrivance 
unlike anything which we understand, but so 
for Newton would have been an electric bat- 
tery, and without further information be 
simply could not have begun to think about it 

When we turn to Haldane’s philosophical 
objections to the medianistio standpoint we 
encounter, as I believe, grave inconsistencies 
in his argument. True it is that we can not 
base physios” exehmvely ”on the purely 
mathematical con'beplaons of tension,” but 
physics would bo in a ^very bad way indeed in 
an ungeometrioal universe, or if it were obliged 
to get on witllaut geometry. Geometry has no 
need of phyaici, it ie true, though Ardiimedes 
showed how to solve geometrical problems by 
means of mechanics, but physics has imperative 
need of geometiry. Geometry knows neither 
mass nor energy, but physios knows and uses 
points and lines. 
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In exactly like manner physical science has 
no need of the idea of organization, and knows 
it not. But biology, with organization as its 
central faqt, both knows and uses physics and 
chemistry* Logically the less abstract encloses 
and includes the more abstract. The more ab- 
stract tneantime preserves its full validity in 
the domain of tJie less abstract, just as, for ex- 
ample, the laws of number and extension hold 
in the physical sciences. So generally true is 
this that there is hardly any need of seeking 
illustrations. Haldane’s own studies are 
studies of the organization of the physical and 
chemical processes of respiration. There can 
be no doubt that the idea of organization is 
what informs and interprets such investiga- 
tions, and that it is an indispensable aid in 
their pursuit. Quite recently, for example, 
it has successfully guided Cannon in his re- 
searches on the physiology of fear and rage. 

There is even a possibility, we may note in 
passing, in a certain restricted field, of pur- 
suing the study of organization without regard 
to physics and chemistry* But that field is 
quite different from physiology, it is the field 
of animal behavior. In physiology there is no 
such possibility. 

The truth seems to be that the relation of an 
organism to cellular mechanisms is not unlike 
the relation of a symphony to the sound waves 
which bear it to the ear. It is absurd to re- 
gard the symphony as merely the sum of the 
waves of sound, just as it is absurd to regard 
the organism as merely the sum of the bio- 
physical and biochemical phenomena* But it 
is quite as absurd to deny that the sound 
waves are in a very real sense (even if they are 
not in reality the component parts of the 
symphony. They are, moreover, the only com- 
ponent parts which at present can be profitably 
investigated* as the difference between the sub- 
stantial character of musical science, and our 
vague ideas about the individuality of thematic 
material well shows. If we turn to Haldane’s 
own experimental researches we shall find that 
that is precisely hie own standpoint as a prac- 
tical physiologist; he analyzes the phenomena 
of organization into their component physical 


and chemical part& If then aQ attempts to 
trace the ultimate mechanism of life must he 
given up as meaningless,” that can be only 
because there are only mechanisms, no vlHmate 
mechanism of life. And for zny own part I am 
obliged to say regarding his statement : “ The 
phenomena of life are of such a nature that 
no physical or chemical explanation of them is 
remotely conceivable/’ that it is true only in a 
sense quite different from its apparent mean- 
ing, and is of no scientific interest. 

A sound understanding of the relation be- 
tween organic unity and physical phenomena 
involves no hypothesis regarding the nature of 
the external world or of reality. It may in 
the past have had a tendency to involve false 
ideas upon that subject in much the same way 
that the practical life of affairs does. But in 
physiology as in physics there is, I believe, no 
need to worry about the nature of reality. If 
the physiologist has foolish or mistaken notions 
on that subject, it is his private concern. Such 
ideas may affect his attitude toward the world; 
they do not effect hig attitude toward his sci- 
ence. For in that he is dealing not with 
** reality/’ but with ** truth,” and the truth ” 
of his physical and chemical discoveries, when 
properly attested, is of exactly the same order 
as the truth of a proposition in geometry or of 
a law of harmony, which is enough. 

Another characteristic of Haldane’s thought 
is that he seems to attribute more value to 
concrete than to abstract scientific knowledge. 
From the purely metaphysical point of view 
such an attitude is quite intelligible. But 
scientifically it appears to be a matter of taste. 
The mathematical law will always have its 
devotees, and it will be many a day before 
such men will see in the progress of psychology 
anything to equal Newton’s “Principia” in 
interest, in value or in greatness. And yet I 
am persuaded that such men will heartily 
recognize the concept of organization for what 
it i& They must then admit the need of Hal* 
dane’fl most interesting and timely discussion 
of a very difficult subject, and repay him with 
their gratitude* 

L. 3 . HBNiKBBSosr 

HaaviXD UNiywtsiVT 
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The Electron Theory of Matter. By O. W. 

Kioharinsok^ Wheatstone Professor of 

Physics at Kings College, London. Pp. vi 
612. Cambridge Univ. Press. 1914. 

This is in many ways a very remarkable 
book. Its scope is broader than that of any 
book on Electron Theory which has yet ap^ 
peared, and it has the unique merit of not fol- 
lowing even remotely the outline of J. J. 
Thomson's epoch-making work in this field. 
The author himself has exhibited within the 
past fifteen years, an unusual combination of 
theoretical and experimental fertility, and the 
present volume represents his digest, from the 
beginning, of the whole field of electromag- 
netic theory from both the theoretical and the 
experimental side. It exhibits profundity of 
scholarship, breadth of knowledge, enormous 
industry and a commendable fairness and rea- 
sonableness of temper. 

The first 216 pages contain mainly the 
author^s own treatment of nearly all of the 
most important of the classical theorems of 
electromagnetism such as the various potential 
theorems and those growing out of the Max- 
well equations. From this point on is found a 
very exhaustive and original treatment of 
practically all of the newer developments of 
physics the scope of which can best be seen 
from the chapter headings. There are eighty 
pages on the electrodynamics of a moving 
charge, including a full discussion of the 
Abraham and Lorenz theorems ; sixty pages on 
relativity; thirty-five on radiation and tem- 
perature with Wien’s and Planck’s contribu- 
tions ; forty on the theory of magnetism with a 
full review of Weiss’ work; seventy-five pages 
on the electron theory of metallic conduction, 
thermo electromotive force, and thermoionics; 
thirty-five pages on Types of Badiation” 
corpuscular and ethereal, inolpding recent 
X-ray theory; thirty-five pages on spectroscopic 
phenomena; forty on the structure of the atom 
with Thomson rather overdone and Nicholson 
and Bohr somewhat slighted; and sixteen on 
gravitation. 


Altogether it is a book of large and perma- 
nent value and another testimony to the 
breadth and fecundity of British science. 

B. A. Millikan 

BvxaSON PflTSIOAL LABORAirOBT, 

Univbesity or Chicaoo 


SPECIAL AMTICLSS 

A SYSTEM OF aKOORDINO TYPES OP MATING IN EX- 
PEttlMENTAL BREEDING OPERATIONS'- 

All Mendelian experimentation with bisex- 
ual forms implies a system of mating which in 
practical work is called line breeding. One 
starts any Mendelian experiment with two 
kinds of organisms which are crossed with each 
other to produce the generation. Then the 
Fj individuals are either mated inter se or 
back -crossed to the parent forms. The F, in- 
dividuals may be mated in a variety of ways 
mter se and with the parents or grandparents. 

Many of those engaged in Mendelian work 


P generation 
Fi generation 
Fi generation 
Fi generation 

Diagram II 

P generation Houdan cf X BPR 9 



Fi generation Ficf X Houdan 9 



Ft generadon Fic^' X Fj 9 from reciprocal oroee 

Ft generation Fi 9 iV 

must have eiq^rienced the same difficulty that 
the writer ha* in recording experimental re- 
sults, namely, that of expressing adequately 
and completely, and at the same time briefly 
and simply the general nature or type of the 

1 Papers from the Biological Laboratory of the 
Maine Agvioultural Experiment Station, No. 88. 


Duxyram I 
BPRcf X Houdan 9 



Fi cT X Pi 9 from reciprocal cro« 



XBPR9 
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pedigree by which particular individuals in 
the Fa and F, generations are descended. To 
illustrate the meaning here let us consida; the 
two individual fowls M and N produced as 
indicated in pedigree diagrams L and IL 
To describe in words bow M or N was bred 
is a tedipus piece of business. They ere both 
:4 


breeding of each individual back to the orig- 
inal cross. The writer has wrestled for some 
time with this problem and tried out various 
schemes^ such as the use of initial letters^ fig- 
ures for years* etc. Kone of these has proved 
satisfactory in practise. It finally seemed 
clear that the only entirely satisfactory solu- 


TABLE I 

Matings to Troduce F, 



Tt loSIvIdiuat 
Matad 

Numbwal 

Mating 

Fi In<Uvl<lui»lft 1 
Mated 

Number or 
Mauog 

F, Individuate 
Mated 

Number of 
Mating 

F, Individuate 
Mated 

Number pf 
4teMlBg 

AXX 

10 

BxB 

46 

CXF 

61 

BxB 

* 19 

F 

12 

BXB 

18 

CxO 

63 

BXF 

46 

AXP 

40 

BXC 

37 

BXX 

22 

BX 0 

47 

AxZ 

42 

BXB 

29 

Dxr 

24 

FXX 

80 

Ax A 

i 11 

BXB 

66 

BXP 

62 

FX Y 

82 

AxB 

33 

BxP 

67 

BXZ 

64 

FX P 

60 

AXC 

26 

BXO 

69 

BXB 

17 

FXZ 

62 

AXD 

86 

oxx 

18 

BXB 

43 

FXF 

21 

AXB 

61 

CX T 

20 

BXF 

81 

FX a 

49 

AXF 

63 

OXP 

48 

BXO 

27 

oxx 

34 

AXG 

66 

QXZ 

50 

BXX 

26 

axY 

86 

BXX 

14 

VxO 

16 

EX Y 

28 

OXP 

64 

JBX Y 

16 

CXB 

89 

BxP 

66 

oxz 

66 

BxP 

44 

Ox B 

41 

BXZ 

68 

0X0 

28 


F, individuals from a cross of the same two 
breeds of poultryi Barred Plymouth Eock and 
Houdan^ Yet their breeding is very different. 
It is ol the utmost importance in planning 
breeding experimaits* especially when one 
omnes to the matings of F^ individuals, to 
have a clear picture in one's mind of the 


tion (to the writer at least) would be ona 
which was perfectly general Such a general 
solution involves two things: first, a oomplete 
conspectus of all possible types of mating of 
the indiyiduals of the P, F, and F, genera^ 
tions inter both within and outside their 
own generaticms, and second, a simide, pre* 
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ferably numerical, designation of each one of 
these possible types, each such designation to 
be of course unique and permanent. 

Table I. gives such a general solution of the 
problem of simply designating pedigree types, 
through the matings of F, to produce F,. Be- 
yond that it is not practical to go. A word 
should be said in explanation of the table. 
Letters denote individuals or groups of indi- 
viduals which are brothers and sisters. Solid 
lines, with circles in their course, connecting 
letters, denote matings of the kinds of indi- 
viduals indicated by the connected letters. 
Dotted lines lead from the mating to the kind 
of individual produced. Arrow heads indi- 
cate the direction of the mating, the arrow 
being supposed always to pass from the male 
to the female. Separate numbers are not 
given to reciprocal matings after the matings 
of the P generation to produce F,. To desig- 
nate separately reciprocal matings after that 
point would greatly complicate the system 
without any significant gain from a practical 
point of view. In the later generations, re- 
ciprocals may be indicated if desired, by affix- 
ing a sub-figure 1 to Jthe designation of the 
mating. 

The numbers within the circles are the des- 
ignations (or names) of the matings, and 
from ilie very nature of the case, these num- 
bers designate not alone the particular mating 
but also, in F, and later generations, the na- 
ture of the pedigree of each of the individuals 
entering that mating. This will be clear as we 
proceed. 

This table is to bo read in the following 
manner: Individual Xi is mated with F? to 
produce Fj individuals Z, and this mating is 
designated 0. Individual Fcf is mated with 
X9 and produces individual and the 
mating is L The F^ individuals, mated in all 
possible ways inter se and with the parents X 
end as indicated in matings designated 2 
tp 8 inclusive, produce seven kinds* of F, in- 
^viduals, A to 0. These seven sorts of F, 
individuals bred in all possible ways inter se 
and with their parents and grandparents pro- 
s’*^ Kinds'^ referring here only to the mamisr in 
Wbloh the individuals have bean bred. 


duce jSfi sorts of F. individuals, as indicated 
in the lower half of Table 1. As already noted, 
separate account of reciprocals is not taken. 

The use of the table may be indicated by 
some examples. Suppose one wishes to mate 
in an experiment the two birds called M end 
N in an earlier paragraph of this papdf. He 
will wish to indicate in some way in his notes 
the previous breeding history of each of these 
birds. If he does this verbally — and hitherto 
this appears to have been the only way of 
reaching such end — he must say of individ- 
ual N, for example, something like the fol- 
lowing : “ This bird was produced by the 
mating of an F, male with an female pro- 
duced by mating a Barred Plymouth Rook 
male with a Houdan female. The F, male 
was himself produced by the mating of an F^ 
male, out of the cross Houdan male by Barred 
Rock female, on a pure Houdan female.’^ 
Quite apart from the amount of space involved 
in such a setting forth of the facts, it is very 
difficult to form quickly a clear mental picture 
of the bird’s pedigree from this tedious verbal 
exposition. Suppose we are using the system 
of pedigree designation discussed in this paper 
we could then cover all the facts set forth 
above about bird N by merely writing in our 
notes 

** Bird N (68) BPR-Houdan series,** 
and to describe completely the mating of If 
with N we have merely to write 

'' F,dM (mX FJiN (58) BPB-Houdan senes.** 

The figure 58 in the case of N means that 
she was produced from a mating of the type 
indicated in the table as E X^f and the des- 
nuGftAH n 
Bwdan <^XBPB9 

(7) (7)(Z) 

/ 

Fi<!* XHcudra 9 

(F) ( 7 ) (D 



X Tfi 9 iwm radprowl oroM 

(J)(e8)(« 
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ignation of suoh a mating ia 58. This will be 
made dear by' repeating the pedigree diagram 
of bird N, Diagram IL, and adding to it the 
proper letters and mating designations from 
Table L 

The simplicity of the scheme is obvious. No 
argument appears necessary as to its useful- 
ness iu tperimental breeding operations. The 
writer has found it extremely helpful and 
clarifying. 

A word should be added in regard to the 
system by which the numbers’ have been as- 
signed to the matings. It might at first sight 
appear as though the arrangement were an 
entirely haphazard one. It is not. On the 
contrary the numbers will be found to con- 
form to the following general principles, 
which seem likely to be of aid in practical 
work, as tending to make it easy to recall from 
a number just what its particular pedigree 
looks like. 

1. All even numbers refer to back-cross mat- 
ings. 

2. All odd numbers refer to oo-fratemal or 
intra-generation matings (not back-crosses). 

8. Matings below 2 are of parental genera- 
tion individuals: between 2 and 8 inclusive 
are of individuals; matings over 10 are of 
F, individuals. 

4. Even numbers from 10 to 86 inclusive 
designate back-crosses of F, individuals with 
their grandpareniB^ -or individuals of the 
grandparental generation. 

5. Even numbers from 40 up designate 
back-crosses of Fj individuals on individ- 
uals. 

0. In tlie case of the odd numbers from 11 
up it is, in a general way, true that the smaller 
the designating number ot,a mating the more 
closely related to each other ore the two indi- 
viduals entering that mating likely to be. 
This principle of assigning the pumbers could 
not be so precisely followed as the preceding 
five, but etui is perhaps worth a little. 

In using this system in one^s notes or writ- 
ing it is of course essential to have the basic 
table always at band. If the plan should ap- 
peal to any number of experimental work^ 
it would be a simple matter to have copies of 
Table I. printed on heavy cardboard to be used 


in breeding houses and pens, in the field and 
at the desk. 

Eayscokd Pearl 

AOBICULTtntAL EXFEaiSfRNT STAtlON, 

OaoNo, Me. 

THE CHEMICAL COMPOSITIOK OF BOBNITE 

Since the analyses of crystallized material 
from Cornwall by Plattner,^ bomite has gen- 
erally been considered to be a cuprous sulfo- 
ferrite, Cu,FeS,(80u^S Fe,S,). In 1908 Har- 
rington® made a critical study of the published 
analyses, added several new analyses, and con- 
cluded that the chemical formula of bomite is 
Cu,FeS,(5CuaS Fe.SB). Recently Kraus and 
Goldsberry* made an analysis of crystallized 
bomite from Bristol, Conn., which gave the 
formula Cu,^e,S.(6Cu,S-FeaS,), and also con- 
firmed Harrington’s formula Cu^FeS^, of crys- 
tallized bomite from the same locality. They 
conclude that bornite is of variable chemical 
composition, and in order to explain the facts 
they assume a morphotropic aeries of minerals 
ranging from chaicopyrite, CuFeSj, through 
barhhardtite, Ou^Fe^S^ and various bomltes 
Cu„Fe,S., Ou,Fe,S^, Cu‘j^e,8„ up to 

Cuy^Fe,8^j, finally ending with ohaloocite Ou^S, 
each member of the series differing from the 
one below it by the addition of one moHicul© 
ofCn.S. 

As a metallographic examination of ihe two 
analyzed bornitee showed no foreign admix- 
ture, the work of Kraus and Goldsberry fur- 
nishes, for the first time, proof that bomite is 
variable in composition. It is believed, how- 
ever, that there is a more rational explanation 
of the variability in composition of bornite 
than the one advanced by Kraus and Golds- 
berry. 

The recorded analyses of bornite show a 
copper content varying from 77 to 66 per cent., 
and an iron oonteht varying from 18 to 6 per 
cent. In Fig. 1 I have plotted an the triangu- 
lar coordinate diagram of J. Willard Gibbs the 
available bomite Analyses (59 in number) 
given in Hintze’s ^^Handbuch’^ and in the 

® Pnpp. Ana., 47^ 851, 1889. 

« /our. 8eL, 16, 161, 1908. 

sAmer. Vo|w. gci, 87, 639^ 1914. 
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articlee of Harrington and Krana and Qolds- 
berry. (For analyses with more than two or 
three per oent. of gangue the percentages have 
been recalculated.) The small triangle fur- 
nishes a key to the larger diagram which rep- 
resents one sixth the area enlarged tenfold. 
The diagonal line crossing the diagram is the 
locus of analyses of minerals in Kraus and 
Goldsberry’s series, Ou,Fe^^+s. This ranges 

from OuFeSj on the left to Ou,S on the right. 
Most of the analyses are ranged along this 
line. Those much above the line are probably 


that very few of the massive bomites are en- 
tirely free from other minerals, but chalco- 
pyrite and chalcocite, ike two moat common 
impurities in bomite, tend to neutralize the 
effect of each other for 

CuFeS, + CUgS ^ CujFeSj 
and 

CuFeSa+2Cu,S = Cu,FeS,.. ^ 

Because of this, and because the impurities 
are often trifling in amount, the analyses may 
be used with caution. 



S 


no. 3. 


due to errors in the analyses or to the presence 
of oxidation products. 

The only clustering of points in the diagram 
is around (Du.FeS^. Some may interpret this 
as evidence that bomite has the formula 
Ou*FeS^ but on the solid solution hypothesis 
advanced later on it may simply represent the 
average solubility. Most of these aiuJyses were 
tnade upon massive mat^al and as the study 
<rf polished sections proves, apparently pure, 
inassive bomite usually contains small amounts 
of chidoopyrite, chalcocite or coyeOite, and 
occasionally other minerals. It is safe to say 


The lower limit of bomite seems to be rep- 
resented by Ou^FeS, with iron content of 16.30 
per cent; the Cornish crystals approach this 
formula and an artifioi^ bomite made by 
Booking* is very dose to the theoretical for 
Ou,FeS,. Only seven analyses out of the fifty- 
nine show more than 16.3 per cent. iron. A 
slight admixture of chalcopyrite (Fe=30.5 
per cent.) will easily account for the excess 
iron. The lowest iron content on record is 6.4 
per oent. The low iron content of some of the 
sHintse, ^^Handbuch der Mineralogle, ’ * Vol. 1., 
p. m, 1901, 
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bprnites is doubtless due to admixed chalcocite 
just as tbe iron content of chalcocite is usually 
due to admixed bomite. 

There are four possible explanations of the 
variability in chemical composition of bornite, 
via: (1) Mechanical mixture, (2) isomorphoua 
mixture, (8) morphotropic series (Kraus and 
Goldab^rry), (4) solid solution. 

1. While it is certain that mechanical mix- 
tures explain part of the variability, some 
other factor is involved, as we know from the 
analytical results of Kraus and Goldaberry. 

2. The isomorphism of bornite and chalco- 
cite does not seem at all probable for there is 
not much similarity in chemical composition; 
moreover, one is isometric, the other ortho- 
rhombic, 

8, The term morphotropy was introduced by 
Groth^ to indicate the change in crystalline 
form brought about by substituting in a chem- 
ical compound an atom or group of atoms for 
a similar atom or group. The best examples 
of morphotropy are furnished by organic com- 
pounds, The only clear case of morphotropy 
(in its origin^ restricted sense as distinct 
from isomorphism) among minerals is the 
humite group. Kraus and Ooldsberry contend 
that there are various bomitea each with a 
definite formula. As far as known bornite is 
isometric and, if so, it is diflScult to conceive 
of any crystallographic change that can be 
brought about by the addition of the OujS 
molecule, Compdex formula like Ou„Fe,Sgo, 
Cu^Fe^S. and Cu^e^S^j are very improbable 
and it is probably a coincidence that the per- 
centage compositions of the crystallized bor- 
nite from Bristol are so close to the theoretical 
values of Ou^^Fe^S, and CUj^ejS,. 

4. In order to explain the variable chemical 
composition of bornite, the hypothesis of solid 
solution is advanced by the writer. As the 
lower limit of bornite seems to be Ca.FeS,, 
the variation in composition can be explained 
by essumixig that homiiB ts a solid solution of 
0u^8 in Ou^eS^ which may be indicated thus ; 
Ou,r©S,(Ou3)i« This makes an indefinite 
upper limit for tbe coj^r content There is 
proof that it is as high as and it 

» Popff, Am», 141, Sl> 1870, 


probably goes still higher. The composition 
of bomites listed on page 547 of Elraus and 
Goldsberry’s paper is as easily explained by 
the solid solution hypothesis as by any other 
and from a chemical standpoint it seems far 
more reasonable. The solid solution hypothe- 
sis also helps to explain the fact that chalco- 
cite rarely occurs as an original hypogene^ 
mineral for it seems probable that cuprous 
sulfoferrite (OugFeS,) can take up or dissolve 
appreciable amounts of cuprous sulfid, and 
hence chalcocite is not formed until a later 
stage when a change of conditions is brought 
about by decrease of temperature. It may also 
explain the readiness with which bornite alters 
to chalcocite. There is very little microscopic 
evidence to show that bornite and chalcocite 
are formed simultaneously except perhaps lo- 
cally in the so-called intergrowths. The origin 
of these graphic intergrowths will be discussed 
by the writer in a forthcoming paper. 

The long serios of sulfo-salt minerals given 
by Kraus and Goldaberry fails to convince me 
of the general application of morphotropy in 
this group. Minerals represented by some of 
the formula in the series are doubtless exam- 
ples of solid solutions, and some of these min- 
erals are undoubtedly mechanical mixtures. 
Imagine what a bewildering lot of transparent 
minerals might have been recognized if min- 
eralogists had had no microscopic , check on, 
their chemical work. A revision of the opaque 
sulfo-salt minerals seems necessary. In such 
work the metallographic microscope will be of 
great assistance. 

Austin F. Booxas 

Stanfoed XlNiviroaiTT, Oalip. 

STOntES IK THE MttABUBEMEKT OF THE ELEC- 
TBICAL OONDUCnrrVITY OP BOLUTIONS^ 

It is a striking fact that very few investi** 
gators of conductivity have striven to make 
the measurements with an accuracy approach- 

1 This work was made possible by a grant from 
the Oatmgie lastitatlou of Waahtagton to Pro- 
fessor S. F. Aeree. New Orleans meeting of the 
American Ghemieal dooiety, April, 1915. 

e This useful term is used by Bansome for min- 
erals or ores formed by ascending oolutietts. 
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itog 0.01 per ooat,, and the writer haa, with gug- 
gefltions from Professor S. F, Acree, attempted 
Jo improve upon the technique employed by 
studying the conductivity cells, the baths, 
temperature regulation, the bridge and resist^ 
anoea, the methods of making and handling 
the solutions, and the so-called electrode and 
polarization phenomena.. This improvement is 
now necessary in order to allow the writer to 
use the conductivity method for the determi- 
nation of ionizations and reaction velocities 
in dilute solutions. He is indebted to Dr. 
Curtis* and Dr, Wenner, of the National Bu- 
reau of Standards, for much valuable advice, 
and the fine work of Washburn* and Bell 
shows what great improvements can be made 
in this line. 

The writer has used the excellent equip- 
ment of the Bureau of Standards and some 
fine apparatus loaned us by Leeds and 
Northrup in making a fundamental study of 
a large number of factors, some of which have 
already been investigated in conductivity 
work by physical chemists. As a result of 
this work he has already greatly improved 
the methods and has studied; (1) the cur- 
rent from (a) induction coils, (b) a Holzor- 
Cabot wireless generator, (c) a General Elec- 
tric Company large generator, id) a Siemana- 
Halske j^enerator for conductivity work, and 
(e) a Vrei^land oscillator furnished by Leeds, 
Northrup & Co., which we have found to be 
the best source of current yet tried, as it gives 
a pure sine wave of uniform frequency which 
can be varied very widely; (2) the voltage, 
which when varied from 0.26 to 8 volts, has 
shown no influence on the resistance of the 
solutions measured so far m clean cells, 
but is very important in cells not entirely 
clean; (8) the size and shape of the electrodes, 
which have a very large influence on the 
change of resistance and capacity of the cell 
with change in frequency; (4) the material 
used in making the electrodes (Pt, Au, Ag, 
Cu, Zn, etc.), which is very important; (5) 
the state of aggregation of the surface of the 

z Curtis A Grover, Bureau of Standards Bulletin, 
VoL 8, No. 8. 

s Joan Am. Chem. Boe., 56, 1T7, 1818. 


electrodes, as in plain, gray and platinized 
electrodes, which has a very great influence on 
the capacity of the cell and change of resist- 
ance with change in frequency; (6) the fre- 
quency of the alternating current, which when 
varied may change the resistance of some solu- 
tions in some cells as much as 8 per cent.; 
(7) the high capacity of the cell as a conden- 
ser, which is very important in decreasilAg the 
change of resistance with change in frequency 
and in obtaining a perfect minimum in the 
telephone; (8) the valen(3e and velocities of 
the different ions; (9) the influence of the 
concentration and the character of the electro- 
lyte and the solvent on the change of resistance 
with change in frequency; (10) the proper 
use of a condenser or inductance in balancing 
the capacity of the cell, and its influence on 
the resistance and minimum in the telephone; 
(11) the construction of the cell in such a way 
that no errors from evaporation and concen- 
tration can be produced; (12) the use of a 
tuned telephone attached to a stethoscope or 
of double wireless telephones; (18) the coil* 
struction of a Wheatstone bridge with Curtis 
resistances free from inductance and capacity, 
kept automatically at constant temperature, 
and arranged so that every resistance can be 
checked against the others and against stand- 
ard enclosed resistance; (14) the development 
of especially good constant temperature baths 
for such work; (15) the use of weight meth- 
ods and special apparatus for making, keeping 
and transferring solutions; (16) a number of 
points connected with the proper use of all of 
the apparatus, especially the electrical equip- 
ment, to prevent errors 'aitising from induc- 
tion, capacity, skin effects, electrical leaks and 
other factors; (17) our criterion of excellent 
cells, namely that etuAi one must be indepen- 
dent of the above sources of error and give 
readings constant to within 0.01 per cent., and 
especially that wJiaiever the solution used, the 
ratios of the reHistmoes in any tv)o su^h celts 
nrnst he cons^an^ to within 0.01 per cent. 
Only in this way can wo be certain that the 
electrode effects have been practically elimi- 
nated and that we are measuring the true elec- 
trical resistance of the solution with great 
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accuracy. By studying the electrode phenom- 
ena and other sources of error and correcting 
them we have now reached a precision of 0.001 
per cent, and an accuracy of about 0.01 per 
cent. The details of all this work will appear 
shortly in another article.* 

W. A. Taylor 

BaPAaTMENT or CnEMISTBY OP 
yOlBST PBODUOTS, 

TlNiVKtsiTV or Wisconsin 


PMOCEEV2NQ8 OF TBE AMEEICAN TBY8- 
JCAL BOCIETY 

AlINUTES or THE SAN fSANOlSCO MEETINO 
The seventy-eighth meeting of the American 
Physical Society was held at San Pranciico, Au- 
gust % to 1915. It was a joint meeting with 
Section B of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science. The programs of the meet- 
ing on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday were in 
charge of the eommittee of the Pacifle Ooast di- 
vision of the American Aasociation for the Ad- 
vimeement of Science, of which Professor Fernando 
Sanford was chairman, and those of Friday were 
Ir charge of the Physical Society, President Mer- 
ritt presiding.v The meeting on Wednesday was 
held at Stanford University, Palo Alto. All other 
sessions far the reading of phyncs papers were 
held at the physical laboratory of the University 
of California, Berkeley. General sessions of the 
American Assoeiation for the Advancement of 
Science were held in Ban Francisco. 

The following papers were presented: 

T^esdo^ Aft€mQ07\f^8TpectT08copy 
(1) Summary of the Leading Features of 
Electric Furnace Spectra”; (2) ”Tbe Spectrum 
of the * Tube-arc * and a Comparison with Line Dis- 
symmetries in Spark Spectra, * ' by Arthur 0. King. 

"Eeview of Laboratory Studies of the Zeeman 
Effect, at Mount Wilson Solar Observatory,” by 
Harold D. Babcock. 

”Pole Effect in the Arc and Its Belation to 
Other Investigations,” by Charles E. St. John and 
Harold D. Babcock. 

”The Ef&ciency of Astronomical Spectro- 
graphs,” by Joseph Moore. 

TTsdaesday {at Stanford Uni^trHty) 

” Discussion and Demonstrations of High Poten- 
tial Electric Currents,” by Harris J. Byan. 

4 See Taylor’s address before the Physical Chem- 
ical Section of the American Chemical Society, 
New Orleans, April 1-3, 1916, and Phytieal Meviaw, 
e, 61 (1915). 


Thursday Forenoon and Afternoon — Physios of the 
Air 

* * The Thunderstorm, ” by W. J. Humphreys. 

^‘New Concepts in Aerology,” by A, G. McAdie. 

*<The Application of Physical Principles to 

Problems Suggested by Oceanic Circulation and 
Temperatures,” by George F. McEwen. 

‘^Badiation and the Atmosphere.” by C. G. 
Abbot. 

” Solar Hadiation and Terrestrial Magnetism,” 
by L. A. Bauer. 

* * On the Origin and Maintenance of the Earth ’s 
Negative Charge,” by W. F. G. Swann. 

”The Natural Charges of the Elements,” by 
Fernando Sanford. 

Friday Forenoon and Afternoon 

” Thermo-electric Properties of Alloys of Bis- 
muth and Tin,” by A. E. Caswell. 

”Oji the Free Vibrations of a Lecher System 
IV.” (By title.) By F. C. Blake and Charles 
Sheard. 

^Besifitance of a Spark Gap,” by W. P. Boyn- 
ton, 

”On the Hesolving Power of Photographic 
Plates,” by Orin Tugman. 

‘'Sensitive Moving-coil Galvanometers,” by 
Frank Wenuer and Ernest Weibel, 

"An Experimental Verification of the Law of 
Variation of Maes with Velocity for Cathode 
Rays,” by Lloyd T. Jones. 

"The Oxide Resistance Thermometer,” by 8. L. 
Brown. 

"New Form of Radiation Pyrometer;’” by S, L. 
Brown. 

"Electromotive Forces in Isothermal Metallic 
Circuits, * ’ by Gilbert N. Lewis. 

‘ ' A New Method of Determining the Amplitude 
of Sound Vibrations in Air with Demonstration,” 
by E, P. Lewis. 

‘ ‘ An Application of the Koch Registering Micro- 
photometer for Measuring the Sharpneas of Photo- 
graphic Images, ’ ’ by Orin Tugman. 

< ‘ Photographic Study of the Tone of the Vio- 
lin,” by D. a Miller. 

"The Variation of the Photorfectrlc Current with 
the Angle of Emission,” by Willard Gardner. 

"A Quantitative Determination of the Earth’s 
Penetrating Radiation,” by C. H. Konsmaa. 

"Ultra-violet Absorption Spectra,” by B. L. 
Sebastian. 

”The Ultra-violet Spectra of Krypton and 
Xenon,” by E. P. Lewis. 

"The Law of C^heaUm in Mercury,” bf P. A. 
Rosa. 
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'*Notft on the Theory of Ionization by Col- 
lision, ^ ' by W, P. Boop. 

Losses from Incandescent Filaments in 
Air,'* by L. W. Hartman. 

Magnetic Field Produced by Kotnting Solid 
Conductors in a Magnetic Field. (Bead by ab- 
stract.) By S. B, Williams. 

Many physicists accepted the invitation to at- 
tend a joint meeting of Section A, the American 
Mathematical Society and the American Astronom- 
ical Society Tuesday forenoon to hear addresses on 
^*The Human Significance of Mathematics,” by 
C. J. Keyser, Columbia University, and ”The 
Work of a Modern Observatory,” by 0. E. Hale, 
Mt. Wilson Observatory, Pasadena. Professor 
Hale’s address was illustrated by Interesting ex- 
periments on vortex motion. 

Several instructive demonstrations were ar- 
ranged by professor E. P. Lewis, some of them at the 
request of I>r. Hale, wliero they could conveniently 
be examined between sessions. Among them were : 
Professor Stobbins’s photoelectric cell for atelier 
.photometry; the Zeeman effect with echelon gra- 
ting, Fabry and Perot ^talon and Lummer and 
Gehrecke plate; mercury fringes with Fabry and 
Perot interferometer; the amplitude of sound vi- 
brations made visible by the forced vibrations of 
lycopodium particles. 

Tuesday noon visiting physicists, astronomers 
and mathematicians and accompanying ladies were 
the guests of Professors E. P. Lewis, Haskell and 
Leuaehner, at the luncheon at the Faculty Club, 
University of California. 

Wednesday evening, immediately after the re- 
turn from Stanford University, the physicists 
dined together at Jules Caf6, San Francisco. At- 
tendance about thirty. 

During the week many found opportunity to visit 
the exhibit of the National Bureau of Standards 
at the Panama-Pacific International Exposition, 
and some to make an excursion to the Lick Observ- 
atory at Mt. Hamilton, where the activities of the 
institution were explained by the astronomers in 
charge. 

At the final session, a hearty vote of thanks was 
extended to the Pacific Coast Committee for the 
excellent arrangements made for the meetings, to 
the anthoritiw of the University of California and 
of Stanford University ior the accommodations 
pfovided and especially to the physics staff of the 
.two institutions for the many courtesies extended 
b/ them. 

A. B. CbhE, 
Brnretary 


AN'NUAL UKET1}JQ OF THE AMEEICAN 
GENETIC ASSOCIATION 

The American Genetic Association held Its 
twelfth yearly meeting at Berkeley, Calif., August 
2-6, in connection with the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science. More than three 
hundred persons attended the various conferences 
of the association. 

The opening general meeting was held t&^^ues- 
day morning, August 3. President David Fair- 
child, of the U. 9. Department Agriculture, 
sent on opening address, in which he reminded the 
association that it had been mi'ganized to bring the 
message of genetics to the layman ? to help the re- 
search worker to be more practical, and the prae* 
ticaJ breeder to be more scientific. He continued: 

”The American Genetic Aseociation is not pri- 
marily to promote research; it is to bring the biol- 
ogist and the breeder together and help each to 
learn from the other. In my opinion, the greatest 
service we can do to genetics is to make its results 
available to the layman, and I hope to see the 
American Genetic Association more fully perform- 
ing this service, year by year. I do not think we 
have fulfilled this obligation at all times as we 
should have done. It has been a constant tempta- 
tion to coin new words, to invent methods of ex 
pressing our ideas in algebraical symbt^ls, to pre- 
sent our researches in statistical form which made 
them a closed book to the practical breeder. All 
these methods are of use for the publication of 
original research, but in my opinion they must be 
supplemented by a simple account in plain Eng- 
lish, for the benefit of those who are foUosdng 
our science, seeking its teaching for their own 
profit. They are calling on ue to give them the 
light of science, and it is wicked to obeoura this 
light by pedantry. I have no patience with those 
men of science who think tkeLr work loses dignity 
if it is put in simple English and made under- 
standable to the layman. That waa not the man- 
ner of Darwin, or of the other leaders of scientific 
thought in his generaUfki; and if modern biology 
has less of a hold on the masses to-day than it had 
thirty years ago, if the teachings of biologists are 
less eagerly heard, 1 think we have ourselves 
largely to blame, and the custom which has inaid- 
iou^y grown on vA, of describing our work in an 
esoteric terminolagy* 

earnestly hope that the American Genetic 
Association can break away from this current, and 
stand forth as an exponent of real popularisation 
of science. I believe the branch of science which 
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"vve represent is second to none in the importance 
wMch it Has for societj, and 1 therefore looh on 
the growing tendency to lift this above the lay- 
man *s comprehension as a calamity, in which I 
hope the Journal of Heredity will have no share. * * 

Dr. Herbert J. Webber, of the University of 
California, who spoke on Science in the Prac- 
tise off, Plant Breeding, ' ’ remarked that the effect 
of rediscovery of Mendel ^s Laws had often 
been over-emphasized. It had clarified our views, 
but as a fact, the segregation of characters in the 
second filial generation of a cross was well-known 
to breeders previous to 1000, and they used this 
knowledge constantly in their work. He empha- 
sized the great opportunitiee offered to breeders 
by the immense number of possible combinations 
of unit characters, and declared that more genet- 
icists should attack the great problem of the origin 
of variations^he fundamental problem of breed- 
ing, but one which most experimental breeders 
were neglecting. The pure line theory, be de- 
clared, offered a chance for reconciling the con- 
flicting views of tlie selectionist and the hybrid- 
ist. He urged that practical breeders should make 
themselves more familiar with morphology and cy- 
tology. 

Bob B. Slocum, of the IT. 8 . Department of 
Agriculture, presented a review of experimental 
work in poultry breeding, and declared that the 
results of this work did not materially modify the 
procedure which intelligent poultrymen had been 
accustomed to follow for many years. One of the 
greatest practical results of genetic research in 
poultry, he thought, was to encourage poultrymen 
to keep more accurate pedigrees of their fowls. 
His paper was illustrated by motion pictures. 

E. D. Ball and Byron Alder, of the Utah Ex- 
periment Station, diaeussed the question '^Is Egg- 
laying in the White Leghorn a Unit Characterf*' 
The results of their experiments at Logan, Utah, 
during seven years showed them that the first- 
year egg production of a hen is no reliable meas- 
ure of what she will do in succeeding years, and 
that winter egg-production is not a proper meas- 
ure of a hen's fecundity, being even more subject 
to enviromnontal influences than yearly totals. 
They decided* that no evidence hitherto presented 
by any one was adequate to answer the question 
whether egg-laying is a unit character. 

Leon J. Cole and Frank J. Kelley, of the Uni- 
veraity of Wisconsin, described their experimental 
breeding work on dominant and receive red in 
pigeons. The red color found in uniformly col- 
ored tumbler pigeons was found by Cole some 


years ago to be a simple Mendelian recessive to 
black. Another factor has been found, however, 
which has the capacity of altering the expression 
of black; so that birds carrying the factor for 
black, if they also carry this eCcond factor, often 
have a distinct reddish appearance euperflcially re- 
sembling those individuals which are red because 
of the absence of black. This second factor is sex- 
linked. 

W, S. Anderson, of the University of Kentucky, 
described his work in the investigation of horse 
breeding. Aside from the attack of such prac- 
tical problems as sterility, be has investigated the 
lines of descent of the most famous American 
trotting stallions, and found that thousands '^run 
out," to every one which shows on-breeding ca- 
pacity. The importance of the dam was empha- 
sized In this connection. Following Profesor 
Anderson's paper, motion pictures of the horse 
breeding of the Bureau of Animal Husbandry, U. 
S. Department of Agriculture, were shown. 

H. B. Frost, of the University of Oalifornia, de- 
scribed mutation in Mathiola annua, a "Mendel- 
izing" species, and reported on tests of pedigree- 
culture methods in Southern California. 

B. O. Cowan, of Santa Monica, Calif., whose 
subject was "Inbreeding," concluded: "That in- 
breeding of live stock has brought very beneficial 
results can not be denied; that it is a source of 
danger is equally true; so if practised at aU, it 
should be with the greatest discretion." 

Juggles Gates, of the University of London, 
spoke on "Successive Duplicate Mutations." 
Nilsson-Ehle first fotmd duplicate and triplicate 
factors for red in wheat, Some races were found 
to have a single factor, giving only ratios 3 red: 
1 white, others had two factors and hence gave 
also 10: 1 ratios, -while still others gave also fiS; 1 
ratios and hence possessed three factora It is 
suggested that this condition originated ^ough 
mutation or chemical change having first taken 
place in one chromosome or pair of chromosomea 
This gave the 3:1 condition. The duplicate con- 
dition arose from this afterwards, either through a 
similar change in another chromosome, or more 
probably by a mechanical re-mating of the dhromo* 
some pairs, thus giving 15: 1 ratios. <&noth€ta 
fvhriioaXyx similarly originated aa a moaohybrid 
through a chemical ehange In a chromosome, but 
some of the later generations have beoome dihybrifi 
(giving 15 : 1 ratios) by a re-mating of the chro- 
mosmnea This rearrangement probably oeenrs at 
the time of fertUizaiion rather than during 
miosis. 
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In a second paper, Dr. Gates considered the 
nodidcation of characters by crossing. Many 
writers hold that Mendelian characters always come 
oat of a cross unmodlded, although work by Davea- 
port and by Castle and Phillips indicates that such 
is not always the ease. A crucial instance of the 
modldcatlon of a character by crossing was fur- 
nished by various hybrids of (Enoihera rubricalyx 
and (B. grandiflora. In the of such crosses the 
red character JZ of the rubriooXyx buds usually 
splits out sharply, but a few plants were inter- 
mediate in pigmentation, and in Fs these bred 
true to the intermediate condition. Further, in 
{rubriealyx X grmdifloTa) X grandiflora^ the 
depth of pigmentation of M plants is greatly di- 
luted, though splitting takes place if the seed pa- 
rent is heterozygous for JZ. The segregation is 
explained by the meiotic separation of the chromo- 
some paira The dilution probably results from an 
inhibiting effect of the grandiflora chromosomes 
or perhaps from a modification of the £ chromo- 
some of (E, rubricalyx. 

A. D. Shamel, of the IT. B. Department of Agri- 
culture, spoke on the origin and development of 
the Washington navel orange, which he believes 
originated at Baliia, Brazil, nearly one hundred 
years ago, as a bud sport from a Portuguese va- 
riety. After a description of orauge culture at 
Bahia and the introduction and dissemination cf 
this variety in the United States, by the U. S. Do- 
partmeut of Agriculture, Mr. Shamel described the 
origin ot a number of distinct types in southern 
California^ ihrough bud mutation. It is believed 
that growers have tended to select the least pro- 
ductive, but most vigorous, of these sports for 
propagation, and the industry has therefore tended 
to deteriorate. Careful limb-scloction of buds is 
now being practised, and the yield per acre is be- 
ing much increased, while the character of the 
fniit is being improved, on the average. 

E, J, Kraus, of Oregon Agricultural College, 
diseussed eelf-sterility among orchard fruits. 
'Careful observations have shown that poor produs- 
tion is often due to self -sterility, and that in gen- 
eral every variety must be tested, to find whether 
its own pollen is sufficient or whether it requires 
cross-pollination. If the latter proves to be the 
ease, it must be tested with as many varieties as 
possible, to find under what conditions it succeeds 
best. The Oregon station haa worked out detailed 
treatment for many of the leading varieties in its 
legion. 

In a second paper, Mr. Kraus took up the ques- 


tion of somatic segregation, as shown in certain 
varieties of pear. ^ 

The eugenics section met on the afternoon of 
August 3, in joint sesdon with the American Social 
Hygiene Asaociation and the Eugenics Besearch 
Association, David Btarr Jordan presiding. The 
program, which was entirely furnished by the 
American Genetic Aeeociation, follows: 

Irving Fisher, of Yolo University, "Eugenics 
and Sociology." Professor Fisher discussed the 
mores, In their relation to eugenics, expressiDg a 
belief that the ideals of eugenics would come in 
some measure to be a substitute for the mores, as 
a criterion of morality and true value, when the 
race became more enlightened. At present, an 
action, or an institution or custom, is held to be 
desirable or undesirable, according ae it does or 
does not agree with fche folkways, the inherited, al- 
most instinctiTe traditions of the race. In the 
future, people will rather ask, "Is its effect eu- 
genic t ^ * 

Wilhelmiue E. Key, of the State Training School, 
Polk, Pa., presented in abstract a paper on * * Oreh- 
ting a Eugenic Conscience." She set forth con- 
clusions based on three years of inquiry concerning 
eugenic ideals in all social grades. Study of a** 
tensive networks shows the operation of a fairly 
well-defined conscience to cut off degenerative lines 
and by the principle of segregation to enhance the 
efficiency of the better lines, in various directions. 
Even the emlxryo consciouce, as illustrated by 
amusing instances, has worked toward this end. 
The rdle of eugenic laws should be to hasten the 
elimination of bad stock, rather than to interfere 
with the free choice of the average young man and 
woman. Too great stress on ideal fitness gives us 
the ingrowing eugenic conscience. It is here that 
feminism shows its banefbl effect. Here, as else- 
where, the problem of right ootiduot is conditioned 
on right instincts. Just as cumnt thought is be- 
coming imbued with scientific conceptions, so we 
may expect that grafiuaUy the recognition of such 
principles as that of segregation in individual pedi- 
grees, will lead to free conscious selection along a 
multitude of able lines. This will give predomi- 
nance to the best-endowed ttrabw, insure mani- 
fold variety and iolVe many of the problems of 
practical eugenics without the necessity of legal 
enactment, so far as soeiaiy in general is con- 
cerned. 

Dgvid Starr Jordan, of Stanford University, 
speaking on ^ ' The liong Cost of War, ’ ' emphasized 
the reversal of natural selection which takes place 
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in warfare under medern conditioiuif and described 
the effect of this dysj^enic factor on modern hiS' 
tory, 

Samuel C. Kohs^ of the House of Correction, 
Chicago, taking as his subject Eugenios and the 
Unconscious/’ warned those doing research in the 
here^ty of human psychical traits that they were 
in cases wholly superficial, and that defi* 

nitiou the traits which they discussed was a 
prerequisite of intelligent treatment. He then de^ 
scribed some of the recent studies of the uncon* 
sciouB mind, which indicate that many traits in 
children, which are commonly believed to have 
been inherited from parents, might in reality be 
due rather to impress on the unconscious mind, 
during the early years of childhood. Most of the 
work on the inheritance of mental characters in 
man is of doubtful value, ha declared, because of 
any one or more of the following reasons: 

1. Inaccurate took with which to measure the 
ability or capacity. 

2. Amateur field workers 

3. The use of the questionnaire method. 

4. Where more than one field worker was neces- 
sary for obtaining the dat^ the differences in the 
individual standards of the field workers vitiated 
the results, 

5. Being told for what to look, and possessing 
the popular conceptions regarding the Inheritabil- 
Ity of all sorts of traits, it is only just to assume 
that many of the assistants very easily found what 
was not there. 

6. The study of character and personality is still 
in its infancy. To assume that cert^ain peculiari- 
ties are due to the presence or absence of specific 
determiners can, in our present state of knowl- 
edge, hardly be substantiated by actual facts. 

7. Some students approach the inheritance of 
mental traits too much from a biological point of 
view, and therefore go astray. 

A. J. Rosonoff and Helen B. Martin, of the 
iBings Park State Hospital, Long Island, K. T., 
submitted a preliminary report of a study on the 
offspring of the insane, which indicates that the 
forms of insanity considered behave as Mendelian 
recesaivos. 

Ethel H. Thayer, of the Mendodno State Hos- 
pital, Talmage, Calif., described some of the caco- 
genic problems of California. She mentioned that 
the state sterilization law k now almost inopera- 
tive, because defectively drawn so that it can not 
be applied to the feeble-minded, the most impor- 
tant of the caeogenic classes whieh come under its 
scope. 


Surgeon W. C. Billings, of the IT. S. Public 
Health Service, Angel Isiand (Son Francisco), 
Calif., described in some detail the administra-' 
tion of the immigration laws at California porta. 
Nearly all the immigrants are Asiatics, and there- 
fore offer little of importance to eugenics, because 
mpriages between them and the white population 
of the United States are extremely rare. 

Walter B. Swift, in charge of the Voice Clinic 
of the Boston State Hospital, spoke on the possi- 
bility of voice iuheritBiice. He discussed the in- 
heritance of bone forms and body shapes as a 
basis upon which to build. The transmission of 
bone cavities as a further foundation. Considera- 
tion of the Indians’ ‘Miigh cheek bones” and the 
straight front nose of the Greek. The equine nose 
as found in the Jew. Buck transmissions of bony 
exteriors — as an indication that cavities they con- 
tain are also inherited at least in some measure. 
If cavities are Inherited then vocal elements based 
upon cavity formation for their fundamontal quali- 
ties and overtones may also possibly be trans- 
mitted. Evidence from other sources. Illustrative 
cases. 

The plant breeding section met all day on Au- 
gust 5, hearing the following papers: 

Ernest B. Babcock, University of Calif omia, de- 
scribed walnut mutant investigations. ”In 1^12 I 
discovered an apparently normal tree of the Cali- 
fornia black walnut which annually bears a good 
crop of nuts, most of which when planted produce 
typical black walnuts, but a few of which produce 
a new type of walnut which I have named quer- 
cina because of its general resemblance to a small - 
leaved oak. Thk tree is probably the only peren- 
nial mutating individual accessible for experimen- 
tation. By using root- tips from these two types 
of seedlings we have ascertained the number of 
chromosomes characteristic of each and that the 
number k the same for both, thirty-four. Hence 
the mutation must be due to some other cause than 
a change in ebromoeome number. Breeding experi- 
ments are under way which may throw light on 
tlie nature of this mutation.” 

L. D. Batchelor, University of California, ex- 
plaining problems in walnut breeding, pointed out 
that most of the Persian (English) walnut grovee 
of California are composed of seedlings, and that 
these must be worked over to the beet strains^ if 
the industry is to have its maximum efficiency. 

Howard Gilkey, of the University of California, 
emphasized the need for breeding ornamentals that 
would meet the landscape gardener’s requirement 
of definite types of form. 
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Pjuneif E. liloj’d, of McOiJI University, de« 
seribed Ms study of the Japanese persimmon, in 
which he found the presence of &n emulsion col- 
loid, which when it coagulated not only fixed the 
taimin, thus making the fruit palatable, but also 
caused a change in oolor of the flesh. In a second 
paper on * * Intra-ovoriol Treatments ; Methods and 
Besults/’ he said: '*ln pursuance of earlier in- 
vestigations, and in the hope of reaching the egg- 
cell directly by means of reagents which might 
possibly permanently disturb the germ -plasm, 
Torenia Foumeri has been studied. In spite of 
the protuberant embryo-soc, bringing the egg- 
appaxatus into a position of apparently maximum 
exposure, its position in contact with the pla- 
centa, together with other mechanical relations, 
precludes the object sought. The course of reag- 
ents (using methylene blue as a criterion) injected 
into the placenta is essentially identical with that 
earlier described for Scrophularia (Cam. Inst. 
Wash., Ann. Rep. 1014, p. 77). It has further 
been discovered that the mutual adjustments of 
the elements of the egg-apparatus and embryo sac, 
which show a diffusion pressure equivalent to that 
of a O.IN KNOS solution, are so delicate that ac- 
cess to tap-water is followed by bursting of the syn- 
ergid« and partial extrusion of the hydrocellulosic 
beak material, thus precluding the use of dilute 
watery solutions in immediate contact with the 
embryo-sac. * * 

Sarkis Boshnakian, of Cornell University, die- 
scribed a new checkerboard method of representing 
Mendelian segregation, and gave a coefficient of 
squarehead form necessary for the statistical study 
of density in wheat. 

W. B. HeOallum, of San Diego, Calif., described 
the cultivation of several million plants of guayule 
(Parthenum arffentatum) , a Mexican plant which 
produees rubber. Although regarded as a single 
speoies, the plant has been found to have at least 
forms, varying widely and all breeding true. 

E. F. 6ainea, Washington State Experiment Sta- 
tion, gave a brief account of results obtained by 
OTosaing wheats and barleys differing in two or 
more unit factors. Both domizmnoe and lack of 
dominanee have been secured in different eases, 
and one case of triplicate identical factors, cumu- 
lative in effect, was reported. 

C. C. Vincent, Idaho Experiment Station, made 
a preliminary report on apple-breeding projects at 
that station. He told of the need of new varletiee 
and described some thousands of crosses that have 
bemi made. 


H. E, Knowlton, of Cornell University, describ- 
ing studies in pollen germination with special ref- 
erence to longevity, reported that pollen of the 
snapdragon (Antirrhinum majus) remained viable 
longest when kept at low temperature. Pollen 
stored at — 17® to — 23® C. for six weeks gave a 
fair percentage of germination in sugar solution, 
and moreover some of the ffowers poUinate4 with 
it produced seeds. 

Arthur W. Gilbert, Cornell University, Color 
Inheritance in Pklow druwmondi.*^ *‘The follow- 
ing unit characters were found in the four varietios 
of Phlox drummondi that were used in these ex- 
periments; (1) A dark eye factor producing a 
dense coloration at the center of the flower. This 
was dominant over its absence, the white eye, 
which was exhibited in more or less of a deflnite 
pattern. (2) A blue factor. (3) A red factor. 
(4) An intensifying factor which determines the 
degree of pigmentation of the reds. (5) A yellow' 
factor which acts only in the presence of the eye 
factor. The reds and blues are cell -sap colors, and 
the yellow is due to the presence of yellow chromo- 
plasts. ’ * 

Alfred C. Hottes, of Cornell University, discussed 
the practical hybridization of the gladiolus. It is 
a genus of about one hundred and thirty species, 
mostly natives of South Africa, a few from 
Europe, Approximately fifteen species have been 
cultivated or used in hybridization, so that this 
flower offers an excellent example of a flower im- 
proved by the incorporation of a number of ^eies. 
The work has been carried on chiefly without refer- 
ence to laws of inheritance; each species has trans- 
mitted to some hybrid a desirable feature which has 
been selected and impressed upon other hybrids. 

George P. Freeman, of the University of Ari- 
*ona, ‘ * Inheritance of Quality in Wheat. ' ' A num- 
ber of recent investigators, have declared that 
wheat quality is dependent 6a environment, end 
that the breeder could not control it. Careful re- 
view of sll the work done shows this conclusion to 
be erroneous. Qualitative faetots in wheat are to 
a large degree dependable and controllable. 

John W. Gilmore, of the University of Call- 
fomia, Illustrated the wide variabiKty of rye 
grasses and told of the possibinties for the prac- 
tical breeder. 

George h, Zundel, Oomell University, spoke on 
disease resistanee in celery. Preliminary experi- 
ments were carried on at Oomell University by 
the writer to test the relative susceptibility of 
varieties of celery to the fungus Septoria pstrosc- 
I4ni Deem. var. opii Br. et Oav. No variety was 
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found to be reaietant to the but individual 

plants were found that were nearly immune. Since 
the celery flower is self ‘pollinated a method for 
future work is at once sujrgested, e. g*t the selec- 
tion of the immune plants as parents upon tdiich 
to baUd immune strains of celery. 

In ^^seoond pa|>erf Mr. Zundel discussed the evo- 
celery. Celery has been known to man^ 
kind f Of /Centuries. The Greeks and Bomans used 
it mostly as a medical plant. They attributed to it 
great curative powers. Its native habitat is given 
as ranging from Sweden to the Mediterranean and 
into British India. It is known botanically as 
Apim% graveolens L. The early English name for 
celery was smallage and later it was known as 
salary. The Greeks called it Bliosclifton or marsh 
parsley. Abercombie, in 1778, gives the flrst li&t 
of named varieties of celery. He gives four va- 
rietieSj all of which originated on the large estates 
of titled gentlemen. Celery was at this time re- 
garded as a Inaury for the tables of titled ^ntlo- 
men. The introduction, about 1883, of the Golden 
Self Blanching and White Plume celery rerolu^ 
tionised the celery industry of America. 

G. P. Bixford, of the U. S. Department of Agri- 
ctrltnrs, told of Aie pistachio nut, which he believes 
will become a crop of some importance in parts of 
the south and west. 

0, O. Sinitbi of the Dniversity of California, 
gave particnlaie of a method of inoculating plants 
to determine their comparative resistance to dis- 
ease, in breeding work. 

Frahk S. Harris and J. 0. Hogenson, tTtah Agri- 
cultural College, diaouseed some correlations in 
sugar boeta It was found that the larger beets 
had the smaller sugar content; a number of other 
correlations were cited, which facilitate beet breed- 
ing. 

G. N. Collins and J, H. Kempton, of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, deecribed a bigenerio 
grass hybrid (Tripsocum duHyloidet X Bucklmne 
mexiema) which shows no trace of the influence 
of the seed parent. Some reasons were given for 
thinking that it is not parthenogenetic, 

W. A. BetchcU and T. H. Goodspeed, of the 
University of California, conducted the meeting 
on a tour of their tobacco-breeding experiments. 

At the cloning general session of the association, 
Priday afternoon, August 6, Mrs. Myrtle Shepherd 
Francis, of Ventura, Calif., related hex experience 
in brewing double seeding Petunias, and ex- 
hibited specixnens. 

H. Hayward, Delaware Experiment Station, 
spoke on Inbreeding. Pearl’s method for measur- 


ing accurately the degree to which an animal is 
inbred has caused a revieion of many ideas on the 
subject. It has been found, for instance, that 
some of the famous sires of Bates, Booth and the 
Collings, were not nearly as mtioh Inbred M is popu- 
larly eu{^ 08 ed. Breeding experiments with pigs, 
conducted at the Delaware station under careful 
control, have satisfied the speaker that when in- 
breeding is carried beyon4 a certain point, de- 
terioration is inevltablo. It is difficult to fix any 
arbitrary point, however, as the limit of safety. 

Isabel McCracken, of Stanford University, de- 
scribed Mendelian breeding experiments with silk- 
worms, 

J. H. Kempton, of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, described the result of a long series 
of breeding experiments with maise. 

Albert F. Btter, of Briceland, Calif., told of his 
work in strawberry breeding, in which he has 
crossed commercial varieties with the h^h straw- 
berry of the Pacific coast, with the sfellB species, 
and others. Plants much more resistant and pro- 
ductive than any present commercial variety havo 
been obtained, and the berries offer a wide range 
of desirable commercial characters. 

C. L. Redfleld, of Chicago, defended his theory 
of dynamic evolution, maintaining that such func- 
tional qualities as speed da race horses^ or milk- 
production In eows, are developed by work and 
that the results of this development are then trans- 
mitted to the offspring. He declared that no single 
instance has ever been cited where this rule was 
violated. 

C. h. Lewis, of the Oregon Agdeultura] College, 
speaking on plant^bteedlng problems of the Paotfle 
Coast, declared it was a xnistake to think there were 
plenty of good varieties of fruit already in exist- 
ence; that in nearly every fldld the genetist was 
needed. Ho cited many cases to prove his point. 

It was decided to eontinus holding the meetings 
of the American Genetic AeeooLation in eo&seetioti 
with those of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science. A eommittee headed by 
Herbert J. Webber and comprising B. Buggies 
Gates, George H. Shull, W. E. Oastle, Baymond 
Pearl, H. 8. Jenninge and Paul Popenoe, was ap* 
pointed on aemenclature) ^th the particular re- 
quest that it consider suitable definitions of in- 
breeding and linebreeding, which could be agreed 
on by genetists and practical breeders, and relieve 
the confusion which now attends the um of these 
two words. 

PAUL POPSBOX, 

deeratorg pro 
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TSS COMMON AIMS OF SCIENCE AND SV- 
UANITY^ 

Undsb thft influence of the diversity of 
pursuits imposed upon us by the conditions 
of modern life, different groups of the com- 
munity — men of business, men of science, 
philosophers or artists — have acquired de- 
tached and sometimes opposing interests. 
Each group, impressed by the importance 
of its own domain in the life of the nation, 
and focusing its vision on small differences 
and temporary rivalries, was in danger of 
losing the sense of mutual dependence. But 
in the shadow of a great catastrophe it has 
been brought home to us that the clash of 
interests is superficial, and the slender 
thread of union which remained has grown 
into a solid bond. What is the fiber from 
which the bond is twined? Patriotism may 
express its outward manifestation, but its 
staple is the mental relationship which re- 
mains continuous and dominant even in 
normal times, when each of us may peace- 
fully go to earn his living and enjoy the 
course of his intellectual life. 

Outwardly the community is divided into 
heterogeneous elements with mental atti- 
tudes cast in different moulds, and proceed- 
ing along separate roads by differing meth- 
ods to different ideals. Yet as we eliminate 
the superficial, and regard only the deep- 
seated emotions which control our thoughts 
and actions, the differences vanish, and the 
unity of purpose and sentiment emerges 
more and more strongly. Mind and char- 
acter, no doubt, group themselves into a 
number of types, but the cleavage runs 

1 AddroBs of the President of the British Asioeia- 
tioB for the Adrimeemant of Beienee, Maaohester, 
W6. 
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across^ and not along, the separating line of 
professions. 

Were it otherwise, the British Associa- 
tion could not perform one of its most im- 
portant functions — a function not, indeed, 
originally contemplated, but resulting in- 
directly from the wise and democratic pro- 
visions in its constitution, which enabled it 
to adapt itself to the changing needs of the 
time. Our founders primarily considered 
the interests of scientific men ; their outlook 
was restricted and exclusive, both as re- 
gards range of subject and membership. 
In the words of Sir David Brewster, who 
gave the first impulse to its formation, it 
was to be '*an Association of our nobility, 
clergy, gentry and philosophers.*' 

The meetings were intended to promote 
personal intercourse, to organize research, 
to advocate reform of the laws hindering 
research, and to improve the status of sci- 
entific men. The right of membership was 
confined to those who already belonged to 
some learned society, and William Whewell, 
one of the principal supporters of the move- 
ment, even suggested that only authors of 
memoirs published by a learned society 
should be admitted.* He emphasized this 
proposal by the recommendation* “in some 
way to avoid the crowd of lay members 
whose names stand on the List of the Boyal 
Society." The reform of the Patent Laws 
and the introduction of an Intamational 
Copyright were suggested as subjects suit- 
able for discussion, not apparently from 
the point of view of general advantage, but 
merely in the interests of one section of the 
community. 

Whatever the objects of the founders of 
the association may have been, it is obvious 

s Others were allowed to join on recommenda- 
tion hf the QeiteraJ Committee. It was only in 
1006 that this restriction, which had become obso- 
lete, was remored. 

• Wheweirs ^^WritingB and Letters," VoL II., 
p. m. 


that questions of public importance codld 
not be permanently excluded from meet- 
ings the success of which ^depended on tiie 
interest stimulated in the community. I3ie 
statistical section, which owed its origin to 
the visit, at the first Oxford meeting 
(1836), of Quetelet, the Belgian astron- 
omer and economist, was the first to assert 
itself by engaging in a discussion of the 
Poor Laws. Whewell deeply resented this 
violation of academic neutrality: “it waa 
impossible," he wrote, "to listen to the 
Proceedings of the Statistical Section on 
Friday without perceiving that they in- 
volved exactly what it was most necessary 
and most desired to exclude from our Piro- 
ceedings,"* and again: “Who would pro- 
pose ( I put it to Chalmers, and 
the proposal to be intolerable) iiiMpiliiim 
tory body, composed partly of men m re»* 
tation and partly of a miscellaneous croim 
to go round year by year from town|p 
town and at each place to discuss mm 
inflammatory and agitating questions of the 
day?"* 

Fortunately for our association, this nar- 
row-minded attitude did not prevail, and 
our records show that while not avoiding 
controversial and even inflammatory sub- 
jects, we have been able to exercise a pow- 
erful influence on the progress of science. 
The establishment of electric units, univer- 
sally accepted throughout the world, origi- 
nated in the work of one of our committees ; 
the efforts which led to the foundation of 
the National Physical Laboratory, one of 
the most efficient and beneficial organiza^ 
tions in the country, received its first im- 
pulses from us; and the organization of the 
first world service for the systematic investi- 
gation of earth tremors was established 

*Lo0. Mt, p. 269. 

s It is much to be desired that the decmaepta 
latiiig to the early histeiy el the British Aleo^ 
tion should be published in a eolleeted form. > 
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the late Dr. Milne^ working through one of 
our oomznittees. 

The success of these enterprises alone is 
sufficient to show that we are not merely a 
body promoting social intercourse between 
men of science and the rest of the com> 
munity. Nevertheless, it may be admitted 
that our efforts have been spasmodic, and 
the time has arrived to consider whether it 
may be possible to secure not only a greater 
continuity in our work but also its better 
coordination with that of other scientific or- 
ganizations. The present juncture affords 
the opportunity, and the changed condi- 
tions, which in the near future will affect 
all our institutions, render it indeed incum- 
bent upon us once more to adapt ourselves 
to the needs of the times. Proposals for a 
move in that direction have already been 
made, and will no doubt be carefully con- 
sidered by the council. In the meantime, I 
may draw your attention to the important 
discussions arranged for by our Economic 
Section, which alone will justify the decis- 
ion of the council not to suspend the meet- 
ing this year. 

It must not be supposed that, even in the 
early days of the association, Whewell’s 
ideas of its functions were universally ac- 
cepted. It is pleasant to contrast the lam- 
entations of the omniscient professor of 
mineralogy with the weightier opinion of 
the distinguished mathematician who then 
held Newton’s chair at Cambridge. At the 
concluding session of the second meeting of 
the association, Babbage expressed the hope 
*'that in the selection of the places at which 
the annual meetings were to be held, atten- 
tion should be paid to the object of bring- 
ing theoretical science in contact with the 
practical knowledge on vrinoh the. wealth of 
the country depends, ” ‘‘I was myself, ’ ’ he 
said, ^'partleulatly anxious for thm, owing 
$u l do a debt of gratitude for the vaiuaMe 
information which I have received in many 


of the manufacturing districts, where 1 
have learned to appreciate still more highly 
than before the value of those speculative 
pursuits which we follow in our academical 
labors. I was one of those who thought at 
first that we ought to adjourn for our next 
meeting to some large manufacturing town ; 
but I am now satisfied that the arrange- 
ment which has been made will be best 
adapted to the present state of the associa- 
tion. ‘When, however, it shall be completely 
consolidated I trust we may be enabled to 
cultivate with the commercial interests of 
the country that close acquaintance which 
I am confident will be highly advantageous 
to our more abstract pursuits.” 

Since then, as we all know, our most suc- 
cessful meetings have been held in manu- 
facturing centers; but it is important to 
note that, while Babbage laid stress on the 
benefit which would accrue to pure science 
by being brought into contact with prac- 
tical life, scientific men of the present day 
have more and more insisted on the services 
they, on their part, are able to render to the 
industries. The idealistic motive has thus 
given way to the materialistic purpose. 
Both aspects are perhaps equally impor- 
tant, but it is necessary to insist, at the pres- 
ent time, that the utilitarian drum can be 
beaten too loudly. There is more than one 
point of contact between different activi- 
ties of the human mind, such as find ex- 
pression in scientific pursuits or commer- 
cial enterprises, and it is wrong to base the 
advantages to be derived from their mu- 
tual influence solely, or even mainly, on the 
ground of material benefits. 

I need not press this point in a city which 
has given many proofs that a business com- 
munity may be prompted by higher mo- 
tivcs toaa those which affect their pockets. 
It waa not for utilitarian objects that re- 
peated efforts were made since the year 
to establish a University in Man- 
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Chester; it was not for reasons of material 
gain that the Royal Institution and Owens 
College were founded; nor was it because 
they increased the wealth of the district 
that the place of honor in our Town Hall 
has been given to Dalton and J oule. 

When we glance at the various occupa- 
tions of the working parts of a nation, 
comprising the student who accumulates or 
extends knowledge, the engineer who ap- 
plies that knowledge, the geologist or agri- 
culturist who discloses the store of wealth 
hidden in the soil, the commercial man who 
distributes that wealth, it seems as if we 
ought to be able to name the qualities of 
intellect and temperament which in each 
pursuit are most needed to carry out the 
work successfully. But on trying to define 
these qualities we soon discover the formid- 
able nature of the task. Reasoning power, 
inventive power, and sound balance of 
judgment are essential attributes in all 
cases, and the problem is reduced to the 
question whether there are different vari- 
eties of the attributes which can be assigned 
to the different occupations. 

Among all subjects mathematics is per- 
haps the one that appears most definitely to 
require a special and uncommon faculty. 
Yet, Poincare — himself one of the clearest 
thinkers and most brilliant exponents of the 
subject — almost failed when he, attempted 
to fix the distinguishing intellectual qual- 
ity of the mathematician. Starting from 
the incontrovertible proposition that there 
is only one kind of correct reasoning, which 
is logical reasoning, he raises the question 
why it is that everybody who is capable of 
reasoning correctly is not also a mathema- 
tician, and he is led to the conclusion that 
the characterixing feature is a peculiar type 
of memory. It is not a better memory, for 
some mathematicians are very forgetful, 
and many of them can not add a column of 
figures correctly; but it is a memory which 


fixes the order in which the sneoeasive steps 
of reasoning follow each other without nec- 
essarily retaining the details of the indi- 
vidual steps. This Poincai4 illustrates by 
contrasting the memory of a chess-player 
with that of a mathematician. “'When I 
play chess,” he says, “I reason out cor- 
rectly that if I were to make a certain move, 
I should expose myself to a certain danger. 
I should, therefore, consider a number of 
other moves, and, after rejecting each of 
them in turn, I should end by making the 
one which I first contemplated and dis- 
missed, having forgotten in the meantime 
the ground on which I had abandoned it.” 
“Why, then,” he continues, “does my 
memory not fail me in a difficult mathe- 
matical reasoning in which the majority of 
chess-players would be entirely lost! It is 
because a mathematical demonstration is 
not a juxtaposition of syllogisms, but con- 
sists of syllogisms placed in a certain order; 
and the order in which its elements are 
placed is much more important than the 
elements themselves. If I have this intui- 
tion — so to speak — of the order, so as to per- 
ceive at one glance the whole of the rea- 
soning, I need not fear to forget its ele- 
ments: each of these will take its right 
place of its own accord without making any 
call on my memory.”* 

Poincar6 next discusses the nature of the 
intellectual gift distinguishing those who 
can enrich knowledge with new and fertile 
ideas of discovery. Mathematioal inven- 
tion, according to him, does not consist in 
forming new combinations of known mathe- 
matical entities, because the number of 
combinations one could form are infinite, 
and most of them would possess no interest 
whatever. Inventing consists, <m the con- 
trary, in excluding useless cmnbinations, 
and therefore: “To invent is to selaot-r-to 
choose.” . . . “The expression ‘ohoose’ 

• “fieieoet et ICStbode,” pp. 46 aad 47, 



fiimKBKR tit 1915] 


SCIENCE 


401 


perhaps requires qualifying, because it re- 
calls a buyer to whom one offers a large 
number of samples which he examines be- 
fore making his choice. In our case the 
samples would be so numerous that a life- 
time would not suffice to complete the ex- 
amination, That is not the way things are 
done. The sterile combinations nefver pre- 
sent themselves to the mind of the inventor, 
and even those which momentarily enter 
his consciousness, only to be rejected, par- 
take something of the character of useful 
combinations. The inventor is therefore to 
be compared with an examiner who has only 
to deal with candidates who have already 
passed a previous test of competence. 

All those who have attempted to add 
something to knowledge must recognize 
that there is a profound truth in these re- 
marks. New ideas may float across our 
consciousness, but, selecting the wrong ones 
for more detailed study, we waste our time 
fruitlessly. We are bewildered by the 
multitude of roads which open out before 
us, and, like Poincar6 when he tries to play 
chess, lose the game because we make the 
wrong move. Do we not all remember how, 
after the announcement of a new fact or 
generalization, there are always many who 
claim to have had, and perhaps vaguely ex- 
pressed, the some idea? They put it down 
to bad luck that they have not pursued it, 
but they have failed precisely in what, ac- 
cording to Poinearfi, is the essence of in- 
ventive power. It may be bad luck not to 
have had a good idea, but to have had it and 
failed to appreciate its Importance is down- 
right incapaeity. 

An objection may be raised that before 
a selection can be made the ideas them- 
selves must appear, and that, even should 
they arrive in sufficient numbcwi, the right 
one may not be among them^ It may even 
be argued that Poinca^ gives his case 
away by saying that ^‘the sterile combina- 


tions dlo not even present themselves to the 
mind of the inventor,*' putting into a nega- 
tive form what may be the essence of the 
matter. Moreover, a fertile mind like that 
of Poinoar4 would be apt to place too low a 
value on his own exceptional gifts. Never- 
theless, if Poincare's more detailed ex- 
position be read attentively, and more 
especially the description of how the discov- 
eries which made him famous among mathe- 
maticians originated in his mind, it will be 
found that his judgment is well considered 
and should not be lightly set aside. New 
ideas seldom are born out of nothing. They 
most frequently are based on analogies, or 
the recollection of a sequence of thoughts 
suggested by a different branch of the sub- 
ject, or perhaps by a different subject alto- 
gether. It is here that the memory comes 
in, which is not a memory of detail, but a 
memory of premises with their conclusions, 
detached from the particular case to which 
they were originally applied. Before we 
pronounce an adverse opinion on Poin- 
care's judgment, we must investigate what 
constitutes novelty in a new idea, but the 
subject is too vast to be dealt with here, nor 
can I attempt to discuss whether an essen- 
tial distinction exists between mathematical 
invention and that more practical form of 
invention with which, for instance, the 
engineer has to deal. 

If Poincar6, by this introspective analy- 
sis of his own powers, has dimmed the 
aureole which, in the eyes of the public, 
surrounds the mathematician’s head, he re- 
moves it altogether by bis definition of 
mathematics. According to him, ** mathe- 
matics is the art of oalUng two different 
things by the same name," It would take 
me too far wenre I to try to explain the deep 
troth expressed in this apparently flippant 
forms physicists, at any rate, will remember 
the, revolution created in the fundamental 
outlook of science by the application of the 
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term energy to the two quite distinct 
conceptions involved in its subdivisions into 
potential and kinetic energy. 

Enough has been said to show that the 
peculiar powers necessary for the study of 
one of the most abstract branches of knowl- 
edge may be expressed in terms which 
bring them down to the level at which com- 
parison with other subjects is possible. Ap- 
plying the same reasoning to other occupa- 
tions, the same conclusion is inevitable. 
The commercial man, the politician and the 
artist must all possess the type of memory 
best suited to concentrate in the field of 
mental vision their own experiences as well 
as what they have learned from the ex- 
perience of others ; and, further, they must 
have the power of selecting out of a multi- 
tude of possible lines of action the one that 
leads to success; it is this power which 
Poincarfi calls the inventive faculty. 

The argument must not be pushed too 
far, as it would be absurd to affirm that all 
differences in the capability of dealing suc- 
cessfully with the peculiar problems that 
occur in the various professions may be 
reduced to peculiarities of memory. I do 
not even wish to assert that Poincare’s con- 
clusions should be accepted without quali- 
fication in the special case discussed by him. 
What is essential, to my mind, is to treat 
the question seriously, and to dismiss the 
vague generalities which, by drawing an 
artificial barrier between different groups 
of professions, try to cure real or imagi- 
nary defects through plausible though quite 
illusory remedies. All these recommenda- 
tions are based on the fallacy that special 
gifts are associated with different occupa- 
tions, Sometimes we are recommended to 
hand over the affairs of the nation to men 
of business ; sometimes we are told that sal- 
vation can only be found in scientific meth- 
ods— what is a man of bumness, and what 
is a scientific method t If you define a man 


of business to be one capable of managing 
large and complicated transactions, the in- 
ference becomes self-evident; but if it be 
asserted that only the specialized training 
in commercial transactions can develop the 
requisite faculties, the only proof of the 
claim that could be valid would be the one 
that would show that the great majority of 
successful statesmen, or political leaders, 
owed their success to their commercial ex- 
perience, On the other hand, every method 
that leads to a correct result must be called 
a scientific method, and what requires sub- 
stantiating is that scientific training is bet- 
ter than other training for discovering the 
correct method. This proof, as well as the 
other, has not been, and, I think, can not be, 
given. When, therefore, one man calls for 
the conduct of affairs ^‘on business lines” 
and the other clamors for scientific meth- 
ods, they either want the same thing or they 
talk nonsense. The weak point of these 
assertions contrasting different classes of 
human efforts is that each class selects its 
own strongest men for comparison with the 
weakest on the other side. 

The most fatal distinction that can be 
made is the one which brings men of 
theory into opposition to men of practise, 
without regard to the obvious truth that 
nothing of value is ever done which does 
not involve both theory and practise ; while 
theoiy is sometimes overbearing and irri- 
tating, there are among those who jeer at it 
some to whom Disraeli’s definition applies; 
the practical man is the man who practises 
the errors of his forefathers. With refined 
cruelty Nemesis infects us with the disease 
most nearly akin to that which it pleases 
us to detect in others. It is the most dog- 
matic of dogmatics who tirades against 
dogma^ and only the most hopeless of theo- 
rists can declare that a thing may be 
in theory and wrong in practise. 

Why does a theo^ ever fail/ timngh ik 
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mny be «iound in reasoning? It can only do 
so because every problem involves a much 
larger number of conditions than those 
which the investigator can take into ac- 
count. He therefore rejects those which he 
believes to be unessential, and if his judg- 
ment is at fault he goes wrong. But the 
practical man will often fail for the same 
reason. When not supported by theoretical 
knowledge he generalizes the result of an 
observation or experiment, applying it to 
cases where the result is determined by an 
altogether different set of conditions. To 
be infallible the theorist would have to take 
account of an infinite number of circum- 
stances, and his calculations would become 
unmanageable, while the experimenter 
would have to perform an infinite number 
of experiments, and both would only be able 
to draw correct conclusions after an infinite 
lapse of time. They have to trust their 
intuition in selecting what can be omitted 
with impunity, and, if they fail, it is mainly 
due to the same defect of judgment. And 
BO it is in all professions: failure results 
from the omission of essential considera- 
tions which change the venue of the prob- 
lem. 

Though theory and practise can only 
come into opposition when one of them is at 
fault, there is undoubtedly a contrast in 
character and temperament between those 
who incline more towards the one and those 
who prefer the other aspect: some like a 
solitary life at the desk, while others enjoy 
being brought into contact with their fel- 
lows. There have at all times been men 
predestined by nature to be leaders, and 
leadership is required in all branches of 
knowledge— the theoretical as well as the 
more active pursuits ; but we must guard 
against accepting a man^a estimate of his 
own pow^ to convert his thoughts into acts, 
in ordinary affairs of life a man who 
calls himself a man of action is freqxie&tly 


only one who can not give any reasons for 
his actions. To claim that title justly a 
man must act deliberately, have confidence 
in his own judgment, sufficient tenacity of 
purpose to carry it through, and sufficient 
courage to run the unavoidable risks of 
possible failure. These risks may be trivial 
or they may be all-important. They may 
affect the reputation of one unit of crea- 
tion or involve the whole life of a nation, 
and according to the greatness of the issue 
we shall honor the man who, having taken 
the risk, succeeds. But whether the scale 
be microscopic or interstellar, the essence of 
the faculty of blending theory and practise 
is the same, and both men of books and men 
of action are to be found in the philosoph- 
er’s study and the laboratory, as well as in 
the workshop or on the battlefield. Modem 
science began, not at the date of this or that 
discoverj", but on the day that Galileo de- 
cided to publish his Dialogues in the lan- 
guage of his nation. This was a deliberate 
act destined to change the whole aspect of 
science which, ceasing to be the occupation 
of a privileged class, became the property 
of the community. Can you, therefore, 
deny the claim of being a man of action to 
Galileo, can you deny it to Pasteur, Kelvin, 
Lister, and a host of others? There are, no 
doubt, philosophers who can not manage 
even their own affairs, and whom it would 
be correct to call pure theorists, but that 
proves nothing, because their defect makes 
them worse philosophers as well as worse 
citizens. 

In his Presidential Address, delivered to 
this association in 1899, Sir Michael Foster 
summarLaed the essential features of the 
seieutifie mind, Above all other things he 
considered that its nature shoidd be such as 
to vibrate in unison with what it is in search 
o£} it must possess alertness, and 

finally moral courage. Tet after enumera- 
te tiieae qualities, he arrives at the same 
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result which I have tried to place before 
you, that there are no special peculiarities 
inherent in the scientific mind, and he ex- 
presses this conclusion in the following 
words : 

But, I hear some one eay, these qualities are not 
the peeuliar attributes of the man of science, they 
may bo recognized as belonging to almost every- 
one who has commanded or deserved success, what- 
ever may have been bin walk in life. That is so. 
That is exactly what J would desire to insist, that 
the men of science have no peculiar virtues, no spe- 
cial powers. They are ordinary men, their char- 
acters are common, even commonplace. Science, as 
Huxley, said, is organized common-sense, and men 
of science are common men drilled in the ways of 
.common -sense. 

This saying of Huadey’s has been re- 
peated so often that one almost wishes it 
were true, but unfortunately I can not find 
a definition of eommon-Bense that fits the 
phrase. Sometimes the word is used as if 
it were identical with uncommon sense, 
sometimes as if it were the same thing as 
common nonsense. Often it means un- 
trained intelligence, and in its best aspect 
it is, I think, that faculty which recognizes 
that the obvious solution of a problem is 
frequently the right one. When, for in- 
stance, I see, during a total solar eclipse, 
red flames shooting out from the edge of 
the sun, the obvious explanation is that 
these are real phenomena caused by masses 
of glowing vapors ejected from the sun j and 
when a learned friend tells me that all this 
is an optical illusion due to anomalous re- 
fraction, I object on the ground that the ex- 
planation violates my common-sense. He 
replies by giving me the reasons which 
have led him to his conclusions, and, 
though 1 still believe that 1 am right, I have 
to meet him with a more substantial reply 
than an appeal to my own convictions. 
Against a solid argument common-sense 
has no power and most remain a useful 
but fallible guide which both leads and mis- 
leads all dMB« of the eommuniiy alike.* 


If we must avoid assuming special intel- 
lectual qualities when we speak of groups 
of men within one country, we ought to be 
doubly careful not to do so without good 
reason in comparing different nations. So- 
called national characteristics are in many 
oases matters of education and training; 
and, if I select one as an example, it is be- 
cause it figures bo largely in public discus- 
sions at the present moment. I refer to 
that expedient for combining individual ef- 
forts which goes by the name of organiza- 
tion. An efficient organization requires a 
head that directs and a body that obeys ; it 
works mainly through discipline, which is 
its most essential attribute. Every institu- 
tion, every factor, every business establish- 
ment is a complicated organism, and no 
country ever came to prominence in any 
walk of life imlesa it possessed the ability to 
provide for the efficient working of such 
organisms. To say that a nation which has 
acquired and maintained an empire, and 
which conducts a large trade in every part 
of the world, is deficient in organizing 
power is therefore an absurdity. Much of 
the current self-depreciation in this respect 
is due to the confusion of what oonstitutes 
a true organization with that modification 
of it which to a great extent oasts aside dis- 
cipline and substitutes cooperation. Thou^ 
much may be accomplished by oooperation, 
it is full of danger in an emergency, for it 
can only work if it be loyally adhered to; 
otherwise it resembles a six-cylinder motw 
in which every sparking-plug is allowed to 
fix its own time of firing. Things go well 
so long as the plugs agree; but there is 
nearly always one among them that persists 
in taking an independent oourae and, when 
the machine stops, complains that the 

T CKam writiBg tlw above, I flad on rosdiag Pro- 
fewor J. A. Thonuoa'i ‘'Introduetioa to Sd«aM” 
s aimilsr oritidMa of Haalty’o dietom. Pntmer 
Thoiiiaon*i geaoral eoaelailoaa Ke aoi, hemvat, 
in agNomoat witb tboM Iwa sdroeatsd. 
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driver is ineffloient. The cry for organiza- 
tion, justifiable as it no doubt often is, re- 
solves itself, therefore, into a cry for in- 
creased discipline, by which I do not mean 
the discipline enforced at the point of the 
bayonet, but that accepted by the individ- 
ual who voluntarily subordinates his per- 
sonal convictions to the will of a properly 
constituted authority. This discipline is 
not an inborn quality which belongs more 
to one nation than to another ; it is acquired 
by education and training. In an emerg- 
ency it is essential to success, but if it be 
made the guiding principle of a nation ^s 
activity, it carries dangers with it which are 
greater than the benefits conferred by the 
increased facility for advance in some di- 
rections. 

If there be no fundamental difference in 
the mental qualifications which lead to suc- 
cess in our different occupations, there is 
also none in the ideals which move us in 
ohildliood, maintain us through the difficul- 
ties of our manhood, and give us peace in 
old age. I am not speaking now of those 
ideals which may simultaneously incite a 
whole nation to combined action through 
religious fervor or ambition of power, but I 
am speaking of those more individual ideals 
which make us choose our professions and 
give us pleasure in the performance of our 
duties. 

Why does a scientific man find satisfac- 
tion in studying nature f Let me once more 
quote Poinearfi:* 

The student dees not study Natute beeanse that 
study is useful, but bseauiae it gives him pleasure, 
and it gives him pleasure because Nature is beauti* 
fulj if it were not beautiful It would not be worth 
knowing and life would not be worth living. I am 
not speaking, be it understood, of the beauty of its 
outward i^KPearaaoe— -not that I despise it> far 
from it, bmt it has nothing to do with science: I 
tnean that more intimate beauty which depends on 
the harmony in the order of the eomponent parts of 
Nature. This is the beauty which a pure IntoHi- 

*Lo0* dU p. Id. 


gence can appreciate and which gives substance 
and form to the scintillating impressions that 
charm our senses. Without this intellectual sup- 
port the beauty of the fugitive dreams inspired by 
sensual impressions could only be imperfect, be- 
cause it would be indecisive and always vanishing. 
It is this intellectual and self-suffcing beauty, per- 
haps more than the future welfare of humanity, 
that impels the scientific man to condemn himself 
to long and tedious studies. And the same search 
for the sense of harmony in the world leads us to 
select the facts which can most suitably enhemee It, 
just as the artist chooses among the features of his 
model those that make the portrait and give it 
character and life. There need be no fear that 
this instinctive and unconscious motive should 
tempt the man of science away from the truth, for 
the real world is far more beautiful than any 
vision of his dreams. The greatest artists that 
ever lived — the Greeks — constructed a heaven; yet 
how paltry that heaven is compared to ours! And 
it is because simplicity and grandeur are beautiful 
that we select by preference the simplest and 
grandest facts, and find our highest pleasure, some- 
times in following the gigantic orbits of the stars, 
sometimes in the microscopic study of that minute- 
ness which also is a grandeur, and sometimes in 
piercing the secrets of geological times which at- 
tract us because they are remote. And we see that 
the cult of the beautiful guides us to the same 
goal as the study of the useful. 

Whence comes this harmonyf Is it that things 
that appear to us as beautiful are simply those 
which adapt themselves best to our intelligence, 
and are therefore the tools which that intelligence 
handles most easily; or is it all the play of evolu- 
tion and natural selection? In that case, those 
races only survived whose ideals best conformed 
with their interests, and while oU nations pursued 
their ideals without regard to consequences, some 
were led to perdition and others achieved an em- 
pire. One is tempted to believe that such has been 
the course of history, and that the Greeks tri- 
umphed over the barbarians, and Europe, inheritor 
of Greek thought, rules the world, because the sav- 
ages oared only for the sensual enjoyment of gar- 
ish colors and the blatant noise of the drum, while 
the Greeks loved the intellectual beauty which is 
hidden beneath the visible beauty. It is that 
higher beauty which produces a clear and strong 
InteHigence. 

If the mathematician’s imagination is 
toed by the beauty and symmetry of his 
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methods, if the moving spring of his action 
is identical with that of the artist, how 
much truer is this of the man of science 
who tries by well-designed experiments to 
reveal the hidden harmonies of nature? 
Nor would it be difficult, I think, to trace 
the gratification inherent in the successful 
accomplishments of other intellectual pur- 
suits to the same source. 

Though Poincare was, I believe, the first 
to lay stress on the connection between the 
search for the beautiful and the achieve- 
ment of tJie useful, the esthetic value of 
the study of science had previously been 
pointed out, and well illustrated, by Karl 
Pearson in his ‘‘Grammar of Science/^ As 
expressed by him: “it is this continual 
gratification of the esthetic judgment which 
is one of the chief delights of pure sci- 
ence.*’ Before we advance, however, any 
special claim for the pursuit of science 
l)a8ed on these considerations, we must 
pause to think whether they do not equally 
apply to other studies or occupations. 
For this purpose, the nature of the esthetic 
enjoyment involved must be remembered. 
We do not mean by it, the pleasure we feel 
in the mere contemplation of an impres- 
sive landscape or natural beauty, but it re- 
sembles more the enjoyment experienced on 
looking at a picture where, apart from the 
sensual pleasure, we are affected by the re- 
lation between the result of the representa- 
tion and that which is represented. The 
picture, quite apart from what it may 
be trying to imitate, has a certain beauty 
due to its contrast of colors or well-bal- 
anced arrangement. We have in one case 
a number of pigments covering a space of 
two dimensions, and in the other the nat- 
ural object in three dimensions made up of 
entirely different materials and showing an 
infinite variety of detail and appearance. 
By itself alone either a mere photographic 
representation or a geometrical arrange- 


ment of color and lino, leaves most of us 
cold; though both have their own particu- 
lar beauty, the art oonsists in bringing them 
into oonneotion. Bearing in mind the 
esthetic value of the relationship of the 
work of our brain or hand to external facts 
or appearances, it might easily be shown 
that what has been said of science equally 
applies to other studies, such as history or 
literature. We may even go further, and 
say that any occupation whatever, from 
which we can derive an intellectual pleas- 
ure, must possess to a greater or smaller 
degree the elements of eonibining the useful 
with the beautiful. 

In order to trace in detail the part played 
by purely emotional instincts in directing 
the course of our lives, we should have to 
study the causes which influence a child, 
free to select his future profession. Hav- 
ing eliminated secondary effects, such as 
early associations, or the personal influence 
of an inspiring teacher, we should prob- 
ably bo brought to a standstill by the 
dearth of material at our disposal, or led 
into error by taking Our own individual 
recollections as typical Nevertheless it is 
only through the record of each man’s ex- 
perience that we may hope to arrive at a 
result If every man who has reached a 
certain recognized position in his own sub- 
ject — ^it need not be preeminence — ^would 
write down his own recollections of what 
led him to make the choice of his profession, 
we might hope to obtain facts on which a 
useful psychological study might be based. 
Scientific men as a class are not modest, but 
they share with other classes the reluctance 
to speak of their early life, owing to a cer- 
tain shyness to disclose early ambitions 
which have not been realised, It requires 
courage to overcome that diyness, but I 
think that we need feel no shame in reveal- 
ing the dreams of our childhood and hold- 
ing fast to them despite the bondage of onr 
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weaknefss, despite the strife ending so often 
in defeat, despite all the obstaeles which the 
struggle for existence has placed in our 
path» In some form they should persist 
throughout our lives and sustain us in our 
old age. 

But the account of our early life should 
be simple, detached from any motives of 
self -depreciation or self-assertion, and free 
from any desire to push any particular 
moral or psychological theory. We want 
to trace the dawn of ambition, the first 
glimmering in the child’s mind that there 
is something that he can do better than his 
fellows and reminiscences of early likes and 
dislikes which, though apparently discon- 
nected from maturer tendencies, may 
serve as indications of a deep-seated pur- 
pose in life. It may be difficult to resist 
the temptation of trying to justify one’s 
reputation in the eyes of the world ; but it 
is worth making the effort. The only ex- 
am-pie that I know of such an autobiograph- 
ical sketch is that of Darwin, which is con- 
tained in his “Life and Letters,” published 
by his son, Sir Francis Darwin. 

The ambition of a child to be better, 
cleverer, or more beautiful than its fellows 
is in the main, I think, a wish to please and 
to be praised. As the child grows up, the 
ambition becomes more definite. It is not 
a sordid ambition for ultimate wealth or 
power, nor k it an altruistic ambition to do 
good for the sake of doing good. Occasion- 
ally it takes the form confessed to by Dar- 
win, when he says : “ As a child I was much 
given to inventing deliberate falsehoods, 
and this was always done for the sake of 
causing excitement ” This desife to be con- 
spicuous was, in Dsrwink case, consistent 
with extreme modesty, amounting almost 
to a want of confidence in himself, as ap- 
pears in this passage: “I remember one of 
my sporting friends, Turner;^ wlm saw me 
at work with my beetles, saying that % 


should eome day be a Fellow of the Royal 
Society, and this notion seemed to me to be 
preposterous.” 

We next come to the stage where a child 
is attracted by one subject more than 
another, and, if his choice be free, will se- 
lect it for his life’s career. What guides 
him in this choice t If it be said that a boy 
gravitates towards that subject which he 
finds easiest, we are led to the further ques- 
tion why does he find it easiest? It is on 
this point that more information is re- 
quired, but I am inclined to answer in ac- 
cordance with Poincare’s views that it is 
because its particular beauty appeals most 
strongly to his emotional senses. In ques- 
tions of this kind everyone must form his 
own conclusions according to his personal 
recollections, and these convince me that 
the emotional factor appears already at an 
early age. It is the strong attraction 
towards particular forma of reasoning, 
more perhaps even than the facility with 
which reasoning comes, that carries us over 
the initial difficulties and the drudgery 
that must accompany every serious study. 

I have already alluded to the different 
tendencies of individuals either to prefer 
solitary reflection or to seek companionship. 
Almost in every profession we find men of 
both types. Darwin’s autobiography fur- 
nishes a good example of the man who pre- 
fers to learn through quiet reading rather 
than through lectures, but to many men of 
science the spoken word is inspiring and 
contact with congenial minds almost a ne- 
cessity. 

Prom our present point of view the most 
interesting passages in Darwin’s autobiog- 
raphy ere those indicating the esthetic feel- 
ing which, like Poincar^, he connects with 
scientific research. Referring to his early 
studies we fiud this passage: “I was taught 
by a private tutor and I distinctly remem- 
ber intense satisfaction which the clear 
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geometrical proofs gave me, I remember 
with equal distinctness the delight which 
my uncle gave me by explaining the prin- 
ciple of the vernier of a barometer/' To a 
man who apparently had no pronounced 
facility of mastering mathematical difficul- 
ties this feeling of satisfaction is especially 
remarkable. The combination of scientific 
ability with leanings either to music, or 
art, or poetry, is very common, and ex- 
amples are to be found in almost every 
biography of men of science. It is difficult 
indeed to name an eminent scientific man 
who has not strong leanings towards some 
artistic recreation : we find the poetic vein 
in Maxwell and Sylvester, the musical tal- 
ent in Helmholtz and Rayleigh, and the 
enthusiastic though amateurish pictorial ef- 
forts of less important men. That the simi- 
larities are to be found also in temperament 
may be noticed on reading Arnold Ben- 
nett's article on ^*The Artist and the Pub- 
lic,"® where many passages will be seen to 
be applicable to students of science as well 
as to writers of fiction. 

If we look for distinctions between differ- 
ent individuals, we may find one in their 
leanings either towards the larger aspects 
of a question or the microscopic study of 
detail. The power of focusing simulta- 
neously the wider view and the minute ob- 
servation is perhaps the most characteristic 
attribute of those who reach the highest 
eminence in any profession, but the great 
majority of men have a notable predilec- 
tion for the one or other side. Though it is 
indispensable for a scientific man to study 
the details of the particular problem he is 
trying to solve, there are many who will 
lose interest in it as soon as they believe 
they can see a clear way through the diffi- 
culties without following up their solution 
to its Utmost limits. To them detail, as 
such, has no interest, aind they will open 
» jgavieiGi Octobst, 1513. 


and shut a door a hundred times a day 
without being even tempted to inquire into 
the inner working of the lock and latch* 

There is only one feature in the opera- 
tion of the intelligence by means of which 
a sharp division may possibly be drawn be- 
tween brain-workers showing special capa- 
bilities in different subjects. In some per- 
sons thought attaches itself mainly to lan- 
guage, in others to visualized images, and 
herein lies perhaps the distinction between 
the literary and scientific gift. Those who, 
owing to external circumstances, have re- 
sided in different countries are sometimes 
asked in what language they think. Speak- 
ing for myself, I have always been obliged 
to answer that, so far as I can tell, thought 
is not connected with any language at all. 
The planning of an experiment or even the 
critical examination of a theory is to me 
entirely a matter of mental imagery, and 
hence the experience, which I think many 
scientific men must have shared, that the 
conversion of thought into language, which 
is necessary when we wish to communicate 
its results to others, presents not only the 
ordinary difficulties of translation but re- 
veals faults in the perfection or sequence 
of the images. Only when the logic of 
words finally coincides with the logic of 
images do we attain that feeling of con- 
fidence which makes us certain that our 
results are correct. 

A more detailed examination of the in- 
stinctive predilections of a child would, I 
think, confirm Poinoarfi's conclusion ttot 
a decided preference for one subject is in 
the main due to an unconscious appeal to 
his emotions. It should be remembered, 
however, that the second step of Poinoart’s 
philosophy is as important as the first* The 
mere emotional impulse would die out 
quickly, if it were not supplemented by the 
gratification experienced on discovering 
that the search for the beautiful leads US 
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to results which satisfy oar intellect as well 
as our emotions. There may still be bifur^ 
cations in the second portion of the road. 
Some may rest content with achieving some- 
thing that supplies the material needs of 
humanity, others; may be inspired to search 
for the deeper meaning of our existence. 

There remains therefore some justifica- 
tion for the question why we persist in 
studying science apart from the mere intel- 
lectual pleasure it gives us. It was once a 
popular fallacy to assume that the laws of 
nature constituted an explanation of the 
phenomena to which they applied, and peo- 
ple then attached importance to the belief 
that we could gauge the mind of the Creator 
by means of the laws which govern the 
material world, just as we might trace the 
purpose of a human legislator in an act of 
parliament. As this archaic interpretation 
was abandoned, philosophers went, in ac- 
cordance with what politicians call the 
swing of the pendulum, to the other ex- 
treme. We can explain nothing, they said 
— in fact, we can know nothing — all we 
can do is to record facts. This modesty 
was impressive and it became popular. I 
know, at any rate, one scientific man who 
has acquired a great reputation for wisdom 
by repeating suflSciently often that he 
knows nothing, and, though his judgment 
may be true, this frame of mind is not in- 
spiring. As a corrective to the older vi- 
sionary claims, which centered round the 
meaning of the word explain,^' the view 
that the first task of science is to record 
facts has no doubt had a good influence. 
Kirchhofl laid it down definitely that the 
object of science is to describe nature, but 
he did not thereby mean that it should be 
confined to recording detached observa- 
tions: this would be the dullest and most 
unscientific procedure, DeseriptioU, in the 
sense in which Eirohhoff uses it, ooneists 
in forming a comprehensive statmnent 


gathering together what, till then, was only 
a disconnected jumble of facts. Thus the 
apparently quite irregular motions of the 
planets, as observed from the earth, were 
first collected in tabular form. This was a 
necessary preliminary but was not in itself 
a scientific investigation. Next came Eep- 
ler, who by means of three laws summed up 
the facts in their main outlines, and the de- 
scription then took a more refined form, 
substituting half a page of printing for 
volumes of observations. Finally, Newton 
succeeded in predicting the planetary move- 
ments on the assumption of a gravitational 
attraction between all elements of matter. 
According to Kirehhoff, the chief merit of 
this discovery would lie in its condensing 
Kepler's three laws into one hypothesis. 
This point of view is not necessarily op- 
posed to that of Poincar^, because it is 
exactly the simplicity of Newton's explana- 
tion that appeals most strongly to our 
esthetic sense, but there is an important 
difference in the manner of expression. 
However beautiful an idea may be, it loses 
its effect by being placed before us in an 
unattractive form. This criticism also ap- 
plies to Mach, according to whom the object 
of science is to economize thought, just as 
it is the object of a machine to economize 
effort. Logically, this definition is justi- 
fied and it may be the best that can be 
given, if we prefer using a technical ex- 
pression to confessing an emotional feel- 
ing. But why should we do sot Is it not 
better to recognize that human intelligence 
is affected by sentiment as much as by 
reasoning? It is a mistake for scientific 
men to dissociate themselves from the rest 
of humanity, by placing their motives on 
a different and, at the best, only super- 
ficially higher, level. When an adventur- 
ous spirit^ for instance, desires to organize 
an expedition to unknown regions of the 
world, we try to induce our governments 
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to provide the necessary funds by persuad- 
ing them, and incidentally ourselves, that 
we do BO because important scientific re- 
sults may be expected from the expedition. 
This may actually be the case, but we arc 
mainly affected by the same motives as the 
rest of the community ; if the truth be told, 
we are as curious as they to know what 
every corner of the earth looks like, and 
we join them in wishing to encourage an 
enterprise requiring perseverance and in- 
volving danger. 

I fully realize that the wish to justify 
one’s own work in the eyes of the world 
will always lead to fresh attempts to find 
a formula expressing the objects which we 
desire to attain. Enough, however, has 
been said to show that the definition must 
take account of sentiment, without insist- 
ing too much upon it. Nor can we hope, in 
view of tlie variety of intellectual and emo- 
tional pleasures which combine to create 
the charm of science, to include all points 
of view, but if I were forced to make a 
choice I should say that the object of sci- 
ence is to predict the future. The wish to 
know what lies before us is one of the old- 
est and most enduring desires of human 
nature ; often, no doubt, it has degenerated 
and given rise to perverted and ignoble 
longings, but its accomplishment, when it 
can be achieved by legitimate inquiry, is a 
source of the purest and most satisfying 
enjoyment that science can give. We feel 
that enjoyment each time we repeat an old 
and perhaps hackneyed experiment. The 
result is known beforehand, but be it only 
thdt we expect the color of a chemical pre- 
cipitate to be green or yellow, be it only 
that we expect a spot of light to move to 
the right or left, there is always a Uttle 
tremor of excitement at the critical moment 
and a satisfying feeling of pleasure when 
our expectation has been realized. That 
pleasure is, I think, enhanoed when the 


experiment is not of our own making bat 
takes place uncontrolled by human power. 
In one of Heine’s little verses he makes 
light of the tears of a young lady who is 
moved by the eetting sun. ‘*Be of good 
cheer,'’ the poet consoles her, "this is only 
the ordinary succession of events: the sun 
sets in the evening and rises in the morn- 
ing." If Heine had been a man of science, 
he would have known that the lady’s tears 
found a higher justification in the thought 
of the immutable and inexorable regularity 
of the sun’s rising and setting than in the 
fugitive color impression of his descent be- 
low the horizon, and that her emotions 
ought to be intensified rather than allayed 
by the thought of his resurrection in the 
morning — everybody’s life contains a few 
unforgettable moments which at quite un- 
expected times, will vividly rise in his mind, 
and there are probably some in this hall 
who have experienced such moments at the 
beginning of a total eclipse of the sun. 
They have probably traveled far, and gone 
through months of preparation, for an 
event which only lasts a few minutes. The 
time of first contact is approaching, in a 
few seconds the moon is about to make its 
first incision in the solar disc, and now the 
observer’s thoughts come crowding to- 
gether. What if there were a mistake in 
our calculations t What if we had chosen 
a spot a few miles too far north or too far 
south} What if the laws of gravitation 
were ever so little at fault! — ^But now at the 
predicted time, at the calculated spot on 
the Bim’s edge, the dark moon becomes 
visible, and the feeling of relief experi- 
enced concentrates into one tense instant 
all the gratitude we owe those who have 
giv^ precision to the predictions of oeles- 
tial movements, leaving them expressible by 
a simple law which can be written down in 
two lines. It is this simplicity of the lew 
of grevitation, and Us aocutaey iriiidh 
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some day may show limitations, but haa 
hitherto withstood all tests, that gives to 
astronomy its preeminence over all sciences. 

Indeed, if we classify the different sec- 
tions into which science may be divided, 1 
think it may be. said that their aim, in so 
far as it is not purely utilitarian, is always 
either historic or prophetic; and to the 
mathematician, history is only prophecy 
pursued in the negative direction. It is no 
argument against my definition of the ob- 
jects of science, that a large section of its 
sub-divisions has been, and to some extent 
still is mainly occupied with the discovery 
and classification of facts; because such 
classification can only be a first step, pre- 
paring the way for a correlation into which 
the element of time must enter, and which 
therefore ultimately must depend either on 
history or prophecy. 

Latterly men of science, and in particu- 
lar physicists, have given increased atten- 
tion to the intrinsic meaning of the con- 
cepts by means of which we express the 
facts of nature. Everything — who can 
deny it? — is ultimately reduced to sense 
impressions, and it has therefore been as- 
serted that scienee is the study of the mind 
rather than of the outside world, the very 
existence of which may be denied. The 
physicist has thus invaded the realm of 
philosophy and metaphysics, and even 
claims that kingdom as his own. Two ef- 
fects of these efforts, a paralyzing pessim- 
ism and an c^Dscure vagueness of expres- 
sion, if not of Uiought, seriously threatened 
a few years ago to retard the healthy prog- 
ress of the study of nature. If the outside 
world were only a dream, if we never could 
know what really lies behind it, the incen- 
tive which has moved those whose names 
stand out as landmaiHks in science is de- 
stroyed, and it is replaced by whatt By a 
formula which only appeals to a few spirits 
entirely detached from the world in whidi 


they live. Metaphysicians and physicists 
will continue to look upon science from dif- 
ferent points of view, and need not resent 
mutual criticisms of each other's methods 
or conclusions. For we musft remember 
that most of the good that is done in this 
world is done by meddling with other peo- 
ple’s affairs, and though the interference is 
always irritating and frequently futile, it 
proves after all that our interests converge 
towards a common center. 

According to Poincai'^, the pleasure 
which the study of science confers consists 
in its power of uniting the beautiful with 
the useful ; but it would be wrong to adopt 
this formula as a definition of the object of 
science, because it applies with equal force 
to all human studies, I go further, and say 
that the combination of the search for the 
beautiful with the achievement of the use- 
ful is the common interest of science and 
humanity. Some of us may tend more in 
one direction, some in another, but there 
must always remain a feeling of imperfec- 
tion and only partial satisfaction unless we 
can unite the two fundamental desires of 
human nature. 

I have warned you at the beginning of 
this discourse not to beat the utilitarian 
drum too loudly, and I have laid stress 
throughout on the idealistic side, though 
the most compelling events of the moment 
seem to drive us in the other direction, and 
the near future will press the needs of ma- 
terial prosperity strongly upon us. I must 
guard myself, therefore, against one criti- 
cism which the trend of my remarks may 
invite. At times, when the struggle for 
existence keeps masses in permanent bond- 
age, in a society in which a multitude of 
men and women have to face starvation, 
and when unfortunate, though purely acci- 
dental, surroundings in childhood drive 
the weak into misery, is it not futile to 
speidc of esthetic motives? Am I not, 
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while endeavoring to find a common bond 
between all sections of the community, in 
reality drawing a ring round a small and 
privileged leisured class, telling them these 
enjoyments are for you and for you alone! 
Should I not have found a surer ground 
for the olaims of science in its daily increas- 
ing necessity for the success of our manu-- 
factures and commerce! 

I have said nothing to indicate that I do 
not put the highest value pn this impor- 
tant function of science, which finds its 
noblest task in surrendering the richness of 
its achievements to the use of humanity. 
But I must ask you to reflect whether the 
achievement of wealth and power, to the 
exclusion of higher aims, can lead to more 
than a superficial prosperity which passes 
away, because it carries the virus of its own 
doom within it, Do we not find in the wor- 
ship of material success the seed of the per- 
nicious ambition which has maddened a na- 
tion, and plunged Europe into war! Ts 
this contempt for all idealistic purposes not 
responsible for the mischievous doctrine 
that the power to possess confers the right 
to possess, and that possession is desirable 
in itself without regard to the use which 
is made of it! I must therefore insist that 
if we delight in enlisting the wealth accu- 
mulated in the earth, and all the power 
stored in the orbs of heaven, or in the orbits 
of atomic structure, it should not be be- 
cause we place material wealth above intel- 
lectual enjoyment, but rather because we 
experience a double pleasure if the eflPorts 
of the mind contribute to the welfare of 
the nation. When Joule taught us to util- 
ise the powers at our disposal to the best 
advantage he did it not — and his whole life 
is a proof of it — to increase either his own 
wealth or that of the nation, but because, 
brought up in commercial life and deeply 
imbued with the deep insight and genius 
of science, he found his greatest delight in 


that very combination of esthetic satisfac- 
tion and useful achievement which Poin^ 
ear£ has so well described. And again, 
when another of our fellow-citizens, Henry 
Wilde, showed how electrical power can be 
accumulated until it became an efficient 
instrument for the economic transmission 
of work, he found his inspiration in the in- 
tellectual gratification it gave him, rather 
than in the expectation of material gain. I 
am drawing no ring round a privileged 
class, but urge that the hunger for intel- 
lectual enjoyment is universal and every- 
body should be given the opportunity and 
leisure of appeasing it. The duty to work, 
the right to live, and the leisure to think 
are the three prime necessities of our exist- 
ence, and when one of them fails we only 
live an incomplete life, 

I should have no difficulty in illustrating 
by examples, drawn from personal experi- 
ence, the power which the revelations of 
science can exert over a community steeped 
in the petty conflicts of ordinary life; but 
I must bring these remarks to a conclusion, 
and content myself with the account of one 
incident. 

An American friend, who possessed a 
powerful telescope, one night received the 
visit of an ardent politician. It was the 
time of a presidential election, Bryan and 
Taft being the opposing candidates, and 
feeling ran high. After looking at clusters 
of atars and other celestial objects, and hav- 
ing received answers to his various quesr 
tions the visitor turned to my friend : 

And all these stars I see, he asked, what space in 
the heaven do they occupy! 

About the area of the mooa. 

And you tell me that every one of them is a sun 
like out own? 

Tes. 

And that each of them may have a nnmber of 
planets circulating round them like oiir aunt 

Tee. 

And that there may be life on each of thaae 
planets! 
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We can not tell that, but it is quite poasible that 
there maj be Ufe on many of them. 

And after pondering; for some time, the poli- 
tician rose and said: It does not matter after all 
whether Taft or Bryan gets in. 

Happy were the times, when it could be 
said with truth that the strife of polities 
counted as nothing before the silent display 
of the heavens. Mightier issues are at 
stake to-day: in the struggle which con- 
vulses the world, all intellectual pursuits 
are vitally afFeoted, and science gladly gives 
all the power she wields to the service of 
the state. Sorrowfully she covers her face 
because that power, accumulated through 
the peaceful efforts of the sons of all na- 
tions, was never meant for death and de- 
struction; gladly she helps, because a war 
wantonly provoked threatens civilization, 
and only through victory shall we achieve 
a peace in which once more science can hold 
up her head, proud of her strength to pre- 
serve the intellectual freedom which is 
worth more than material prosperity, to 
defeat the spirit of evil that destroyed the 
sense of brotherhood among nations, and 
to spread the love of truth. 

Abthur Schuster 

TSE*MIQMATXONS OF V18TINGV18BFV 
AMERICANS 

Wheuk do great men go? Do they go any- 
where? Are the recognized leaders of activity 
and thought in the class of rank outsiders ” 
or have they been bom and brought up in the 
same spot which now marks the field of their 
labors? 

These questions can not be answered finally 
for two reasons. In the first place, because 
there is no perfectly authentic record from 
which the names of all leaders may be- gleaned, 
and second, because the available records are 
in many cases faulty. Nevertheless, the 
eighteen thousand names listed by “Who's^ 
Who in America ” contains a large proportion 
of the leading men of the country, and even 
though the Hit does contain the names of 


many who are not recognized leaders, it is, on 
the whole, an excellent weathervane for Amer- 
ica’s great and near-great in the mass. 

Among other suggestive facta, ** Who’s 
Who ” ^ tells for each person whose biography 
appears, the place of birth and the present ad- 
dress. By comparing the two, for a large num*- 
her of cases, the facts regarding the move- 
ments of great men may be ascertained. 

A study of “Who’s Who” shows two dis- 
tinct movements, one from the east and south 
to the north and west; the other from the 
country district and the small town^ to the 
great city. The great men born in the east 
and south have gone west in large numbers. 
At the same time, many of the leaders in city 
life came from outside the city. 

The movement of great men from the east 
to the west is strikingly apparent. Among: 
16,449 distinguished persons whose names ap-- 
pear in “ Who’s Who,” over nine-tenths (91.6 
per cent.) were bom in the New EnglaadJ 
Middle Atlantic states, the East North Cen- 
tral, South Atlantic and East South Central 
states. This division includes roughly the 
territory east of the Mississippi River. Al- 
though only one twelfth of the distinguished 
persons were born west of this division line, at 
the present time, one sixth (16.8 per cent) re- 
sides there. The migrations from the Eastern 
states have been felt most heavily in New Eng- 
land and in the East North Central states. 
Among the persons listed in “Who’s Who,” 
3,764 (22.9 per cent.) were bom in New Eng- 
land — 2,921 (16.2 per cent.) now live there; 
3,609 (22.0 per cent.) were bom in the East 
North Central states — 2,919 (16.2 per cent.) 

1 ‘ ^ Who 's Who ^ ' is published in Chicago. The 
editor, Albert Nelson Marquis, was bom in Ohio. 
**The standards of admlflaion to * Who's Who in 
America * divide the eligibles into two classes : ( 1 ) 
Those who are selected on account of special promi- 
nence in creditahle lines of effort, making them 
the eubjects of extensive interest, Inquiry or dis- 
cussion in this country; and (2) those who are 
arbitrarily included on account of official posi- 
tion-civil, military, naval, religious or educational 
— their edaneotion with the most exclusive 
learned or other societies/' From a ststemeut 
Mlowing the preface, 1912-13 edition. 
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aow reside there* The gains have been most 
notable in the Mountain and Pacific states. 
Among the persons listed in “ Who’s Who,” 48 
(*8 per cent.) were bom in the Mountain 
states — 486 (2.6 per cent.) now reside there; 
207 (1*2 per cent.) were born in the Pacific 
states — 865 (4,8 per cent.) now reside there. 
Apparently the northeastern section of the 
United States has lost heavily in favor of the 
extreme western portion of the country. Al- 
though producing a negligible portion of the 
total distinguished persons, the western states 
are gaining considerably through the migra- 
tion of distinguished persons from their birth- 
place. . 

An excellent corroboration of this api^ears 
from a study of specific states. Among the 
Eastern states, Massachusetts, Now York, New 
Jersey and Illinois alone have more distin- 
guished persons now resident than were bom 
in them. At the same time, Iklinnesota and 
Florida have a resident population of distin- 
guished persons larger than the number bom 
there. With the exception of Florida and the 
District of Columbia, these states are western 
and southwestern states. The opposite condi- 
tion appears if a list is made of those states in 
which fewer distinguished persons are resi- 
dent than the number born. In this list ap- 
pear Maine, New Hampshire, Bhode Island, 
Connecticut, Vermont, Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa to- 
gether with eleven of the southern and east 
south central states. 

The total number of persons native bom in 
the states having more distinguished persons 
now resident than were born in them was 
7,302; the total number now resident in these 
same states is 12,058. The total number of 
persons bom in the other group of states was 
9,119; and the total number now resident 5s 
6,042. 

A similar result may be arrived at by mak- 
ing a table showing the number of states in 
which the resident distinguished persons are 
larger or smaller than the number native born 
distinguished persons. 

If the statistics are carried out in the form 
of ratios, it appears that thei^ were 12 states 


in which the ratio of distinguished now resi- 
dent to distinguished born persona was less 
than 74 per hundred. All of the states with 
the exception of Wisconsin were in the east- 
ern and northeastern parts of the United 
States. At the same time, there were 19 states 
in which the ratio of distinguished persons 
now resident to distinguished persons native 
born was over 175 per hundred. Every one of 
these states, except Florida, was west of the 
Mississippi. 

A OLASSXPICATION BHOWINQ THE NUUBEBS OP STATES 
IN WHICH THE KUMBSX OF SESTOEKT DJSTIN- 
aUISHED PERSONS WAS LABOEa AND IN 
WHICH THE NUMBER WAS SMAIXER 
THAN THE NUUBEB BOBN IN THOSE 
STATES, CLASSirnm BT OEO- 
OBAPHIOAL BXVIBIONS 

Numbw or StatM In WUoh NumOor oi 
R4Wltlfint DtitlnsulibeS Penons ti 
DivtfloD Larger Bnullor 

United States 

Kew England....^....! 5 

Middle Atlantic 2 1 

East North Central ... 1 4 

West North Central . . ,6 1 

South Atlantic S 7 

East South Central ... 0 4 

West South Central . . .4 0 

Mountain 8 0 

Pacific 8 0 

There seems to be no question but that the 
great men of the present generation have been 
moving steadily westward. The older parts of 
the country produced them, but they have per- 
sistently found their way into the newer parts. 
Some critics will contend that this is merely 
another way of saying that the opportunities 
of the new territory brought out the latent 
abilities of those who went there. While such 
a view may have some justification, the fact 
can not be lost sight of that while the west was 
gaining so persistently, the east was as stead- 
ily losing. 

The facfts regarding the movement into the 
cities axe less conclusive, but noEte the less 
significant. 

Of the four northeastern states shawing a 
larget number of distinguished persona now 
resident than the number native bom wem 
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ICassacliuaettSy Nefw York and lUinois. In 
each of these states is at least one great city 
center of cammerce and industry* Had this 
fact any influence upon the position of these 
three states? In order to answer this ques^ 
tion, the consecutive names of 2,000 native- 
born persons were taken at random.’ Among 
this 2,000, 549 were bom in cities of more 
than 100,000 population, and 1,365 are now 
resident in these cities. The figures for New 
Tork, Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston and 
Washington show 317 bom in these cities, and 
791 now resident. The figures for New York, 
Philadelphia, St. Louis, Ban Francisco, Wash- 
ington, Baltimore and Chicago show 366 born 
and 861 now resident. The proportion ab- 
sorbed by the larger cities is not, on the whole, 
greater than the proportion absorbed by urban 
as opposed to rural life. 

One thing the figures show conclusively, 
that there has been a marked movement of dis- 
tinguished persons from the northeastern sec- 
tion of the United States to that section west 
of the Mississippi and particularly that sec- 
tion included in the Pacific and Mountain 
states. City life is in no large sense respon- 
sible for this movement. It is evidently a log- 
ical reaction to the wide range of opportunity 
which the west affords, 

SooTT Neabino 


SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

Da. Plajtok, professor of physics at 
Berlin, and Professor Hugo von Seeliger, di- 
rector of the Munich Observatory, have been 
made knights of the Prussian order pour le 
m5rite. Dr. Kam6n y Cajal, professor of his- 
tology at Madrid, and Dr. C. J. Kapteyn, pro- 
fessor of astronomy at Groningen, have been 
appointed foreign knights of this order, 

M. Gkohoes Vaa Biesbrcwkck, Dr. Ing., ad- 
junct astronomer at the ]^yal Observatory of 
Belgium^ situated at Uetde, has joined the staff 
of the Yerkes Obaervatory, University of Chi- 
cago^ for the aoademie year 1915-16, with the 
title of visiting professor of practical astron- 
omy. His T^ork will be obiefiy devoted to 
s Tbay started with 1 F. Merridi^, and ended 
with H. W, Batter, 


double stars and to the regular program of de- 
termining stellar parallaxes from photographs 
made with the 40-inch refractor. 

Thx second Pan-Amerioan Scientific Con- 
gress, which will meet in Washington, Decem- 
ber 27, 1915, and adjourn January 8, 1916, will 
be divided into nine sections, which, with their 
chairmen, are as follows: Anthropology, Wil- 
liam H. Holmes; Astronomy, Meteorology and 
Seismology, Robert S. Woodward; Conserva- 
tion of Natural Resources, George M. Rom- 
mel; Education^ P. P. daxton; Engineering, 
W. H. Bixby; International Law, Public Law 
and Jurisprudence, James Brown Scott; Min- 
ing and Metallurgy, Economic Geology and 
Applied Chemistry, Hennen Jennings; Public 
Health and Medical Sciences, William O. 
Gorgas; Transportation, Commerce, Finance 
and Taxation, L, S. Rowe. 

Da. Theobald Shith, head of the division 
of comparative pathology of the Rockefeller 
Institute for Medical Research, should be ad- 
dressed at Princeton, N. J., after October 1. 

Dr, Riohard Pearson Strong is returning 
to this country from Servia to resume his 
I>osition as professor of tropical medicine in 
Harvard Medical School. 

Db. Seishu Kenoshita, profeesor of gyne- 
cology and obstetrics in the Imperial Univer- 
sity, Tokyo, Japan, has been designated by 
the government to make an extensive tour and 
study of American hospitals. 

News has been received of the safe return 
of Vilbjalmar Steffonson, who has been con- 
ducting a Canadian expedition to the far 
north. He expects to spend two more years in 
exploration. 

Da. Stoox, professor of chemistry at 
Munich, has been appointed a member of the 
Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for Chemistry at 
Dahlem. 

Db. EntetU H. OoUoon has been appointed 
administrative head of the psychopathic de- 
partment of the Massachusetts State Hospital, 
at ISostam Dr. E. E. Southard, who has been 
director of the institution for a number of 
yearsi will be relieved of his administrative 
duties^ but will retain the title of director and 
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will have charge of the scientific research lab- 
oratories of the hospital. 

Dh. Thomas B. Shea^ Boston, has been ap- 
pointed chief of the medical division of the 
dopartmeint of health. Dr. H. Mulloney, form- 
erly a member of the Boston Board of Health, 
has been appointed a deputy health oommis- 
aioner. Dr. Francis H. Slack, formerly secre- 
tary of the board of health, has been made 
deputy in the bacteriologic department. 

F. L. Drayton has been appointed assistant 
botanist at the Canadian Experimental Farms, 
and George W. Muir, assistant animal hus- 
bandman at the Nova Scotia Agricultural Col- 
lege. J. A. Sinclair has succeeded J. Stand- 
ish in the veterinary department, and 0. A. 
Good has been appointed assistant entomolo- 
gist. 

Dr. Friedrich Hildebrandt, formerly pro- 
fessor of botany at Freiburg, has celebrated his 
eightieth birthday* 

The Weber-Parkes prize of the Eoyal Col- 
lege of Physicians for 1915 has been awarded 
to Dr, Noel Dean Bards well. 

A. MiiLLEB, of Berlin, who has perfected the 
accumulator used in submarine boats, has been 
made doctor of engineering by the Technical 
School of Hanover. 

A BRONZE bust of the late Dr. S. Weir 
Mitchell has been presented by Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter D. Ladd to the Jesup Memorial Li- 
brary in Bar Harbor. 

Du. Edward Nelson Tobey, of St. Louis, 
was a passenger on the fruit steamer Maro- 
wijne, which has not been heard from since Au- 
gust 18, and is believed to have been wrecked 
by a hurricane in the Gulf of Mexico or the 
Caribbean Sea on that date. Dr. Tobey was 
one of the medical party sent by the St Louis 
University to British Honduras at the b^in* 
ning of the summer. He was a lecturer in the 
medical department of the university and an 
assistant city bacteriologist. 

Charles BLallet Wing died on September 
18 in his eightieth year. He was bom in Bos- 
ton and was graduated from Harvard College. 
In 1S70 he became professor of chemistry at 
Cornell University^ from which place he went 


in 1874 to Boston to accept a like position at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
where he remained for ten years. 

John E. Sinclair, professor emeritus of 
higher mathematics at the Worcester Poly- 
technic Institute, died on September 12. He 
was born in 1838 and attended the Exeter 
Latin School and later the Chandler School 
at Dartmouth College. After he was gradu- 
ated he went to Adrian, Mich., to teach, and 
later to St. Louis, Mo. In 1868 he returned 
to Dartmouth as professor of mathematics and 
was awarded the degree of Ph.D. there. In 
1869 he went to Worcester Polytechnic Insti- 
tute as professor of higher mathematics, from 
which position he retired six years ago as pro- 
fessor emeritus. 

Professor B. FiscnBR, director of the hy- 
gienic laboratory of the University of Kiel, 
has died in one of the military hospitals at the 
age of sixty-three years. 

Professor M. Eothmakn, of Berlin, died on 
August 12, aged forty-seven years. He is 
known for his work on the localization of brain 
functions and was responsible for the estab- 
lishment of the anthropoid station in Ten- 
eriffe. 

G. Cattaneo, for half a century professor 
of surgery at the University of Pavia, has died 
at the age of eighty-three years. He be- 
queathed most of his property to found an in- 
stitution there for treatment of the maimed 
and crippled. 

As a piece of constructive work in conser- 
vation, the New York State College of For- 
estry, at Syracuse, has begun this summer an 
ecological survey of Oneida Lake. Special at- 
tention will be given to the fishes. Oneida 
Lake has an area of 81 square miles, a maxi- 
mum depth of 56 feet, a length of 21 miles and 
an average width of about 0 miles^ It has a 
large area of shallow water, is bordered by ex- 
tensive swamps, abounds in fish, and a state 
fish hatchery is located on it. at Oonstantia^ 
Mr. Frank C. Baker, recently acting director 
of the Chicago Academy of Science, a 
known specialist on molluscs, will study the 
relation of molluscs to the feeding and breed- 
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ixt^ grounds of fish, and Professor T. L. Hank- 
inson, of the Eastern Illinois Normal Sohool» 
Charleston, 111., will with Dr. Charles 0. 
Adams, of the College of Forestry, investigate 
the ecology of the fish. 

A ooopiuiATiVB plan for the study of the 
underground waters in the southeastern cor- 
ner of Montana under on area of about ten 
thousand square miles has been arranged by 
0, E. Meizner representing the U. S. Geolog- 
ical Survey, with the chemical department of 
the Montana State College and the chemical 
laboratory at the college which does the work 
for the Montana board of health. Under the 
arrangement the field work will be done by the 
geological survey and the analyses amounting 
to about two hundred will be done by the State 
College and the board of health under the di- 
rection of Professor W. M. Oobleigh. The 
work is to be completed by July 1, 1016. The 
study deals with the mineral content of the 
waters only and is of importance both to the 
agricultural interests of the state and to the 
public health as affecting the matter of do- 
mestic water supply. 

Db. Luot L. W, Wilson, head of the depart- 
ment of nature study and geography of the 
Philadelphia Normal School, excavated this 
summer at the prehistoric site called Otowi, 
New Mexico, for the Philadelphia Commercial 
Museums, of which her husband, Dr. W. P. 
Wilson, is the director. She has returned 
with a fine collection of prehistoric pottery in- 
cluding a dozen unbroken bowls, about thirty 
bowls of which all of the pieces have been se- 
cured, and forty pieces of pottery of which at 
least half is intact. Every type of pottery is 
represented, including even a small piece of 
very ancient basket ware, a whole bowl of in- 
cised ware, some coiled ware, plenty of the bis- 
quit, the hard black and white,” and the 
glased patterns. Many clay food bowls, ollas, 
tinajes, ceremonial bowls and ceremonial pipes 
were found. A potter^s outfit was dug out* 
consisting of balls of red and white clay, mica 
clay (for cooking pots), smoothing stones, 
shaping stones and paint potji. A great quan- 
tity of stone ware was excavated, much of 
which has been left «ti^> although a good 


collection of domestic and hunting utensils 
and implements has been shipped to the mu- 
seum. Over fifty skeletons were disinterred, 
but all except fifteen were reburied, chiefly be- 
cause they were not in good condition. The 
most important find was a basket-burial ” in 
a room underneath the floor. On the body were 
many ceremonial objects— two rain sticks and 
about a dozen prayer sticks. The feet were in 
a glazed bowl, The mouth was full of com 
and cobs of corn were on the face, the neck, 
the chest. A dozen ceremonial pipes and a 
small copper pendant were found in the same 
room. Another unusual burial was that of a 
child in a bowl with a couple of clay play- 
things near by. Most of the adults wore buried 
in the usual refiexed position with the face 
toward the west Two skeletons, however, were 
found face down. One of these had a long 
ceremonial pipe of serpentine in hia mouth. 

We learn from Nature that the Koyal So- 
ciety is compiling a register of scientific and 
technical men in Greet Britain and Ireland, 
who are willing to give their services in con- 
nection with the war. The register will be 
classified into subjects, and will ultimately 
constitute a large panel of men of standing, 
whose services will be available whenever any 
government department or similar authority 
requires speclaliet assistance. The register is 
being coordinated with those independently 
compiled by other societies and institutions, 
but the Royal Society would be glaJ to have 
applications for forms from such members of 
the staffs of colleges and technical institutions 
as have not yet been registered by any society. 
The Royal Society is also drawing up, with 
the cooperation of the principal societies and 
institutions, a list of scientific and technical 
men actually on active service in the army 
and navy. 

Thb medical secretary of the British Med- 
ical Association has made a report on the 
medicid war register and ^ the work hitherto 
done by the committee, according to which the 
physioiane in England, Wales and Ireland are 
distributed as follows: 

1. The mliDbor of men already on whole-time 
war serriee (total, 6,265). 
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2. Xlie number of men of 60 years of age and 
over offering whole4ime war serviee (totals 447). 

3. The number of men from 40 to 40 offering 
whole^tlme war service (total, 436). 

4. The number of men of 40 and under offering 
whole-time war service (total, 633). 

6. The number of men of 40 and under not on 
whole-time war service, nor offering to undertake 
It (total, 6,556 up to date). 

From these figures it will be seen that there 
are approximately 6,556 men of military age 
not at present engaged in war service; of these 
the services of about one third are said to be 
needed. 

The Berlin correspondent of the Journal of 
the American Medical Association reports that 
the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for the Study of 
the Physiology and Pathology of the Working- 
man has now begun its work. Researches will 
be made in the physiology, pathology and hy- 
giene of labor (work), the mental and physical 
welfare of the workingman. The relationship 
of labor to the age of the workingman, the 
sex, the race, nourishment, environment, cloth- 
ing, etc., will be investigated. The physio- 
logic chemistry department will investigate 
particularly the physiology of nutrition in 
order to determine the influence of food on the 
working capacity of the workingman and the 
influence of alcohol on muscle energy. The 
statistical division will approach the question 
from another point of view including a study 
of food and food elements, animal as well as 
vegetable, the size of a family as bearing on 
the nutrition, the difference in eating in the 
city and in the country among the poor and 
among the rich. The psychologic division wiU 
investigate the influence of labor in its rela- 
tionship to psychathenia, etc. The work done 
by others in similar fields will place these 
studies on a definite basis. The well-known 
Taylor system has done much to further these 
studies; for instance, it is known that seveye 
physical labor causes the blood to leave the 
viscera and appear in increased quantity in the 
extremities. Physical tire, on the other hand, 
produces the opposite. Therefore deleterious 
effects may be prevented by regulating the 
work either by frequent periods of rest or by 


changing the kind of wmHk so that other muscle 
groups may be brought into play. It is the 
aim of the institute to investigate all the 
phases of this question thoroughly so that the 
results may prove beneficial to the working- 
man as well as to his employer. Tuberculosis 
will oome in for a large share of study, espe- 
cially with r^ard to the etiologic relation- 
ship of poor housing conditions in the cause 
and spread of tuberculosis. The alcohol ques- 
tion, female and child labor, etc., will be inves- 
tigated. 

The finest and most accurate maps of the 
United States are those made by the United 
States Geological Survey. This branch of 
the government service prints more than 3,000 
maps a day, or about a million a year, most of 
which are sold to the public directly from 
Washington. Book and stationery concerns 
in the larger cities of course handle these 
maps, but heretofore there has been no way in 
which the inhabitants of the small towns 
throughout the country could get them except 
by sending to Washington. Now, however, 
postmasters in towns and villages have the 
permission of the Post Office Department to 
handle these maps. When the Geological Sur- 
vey prints a new map it sends a sample copy 
to the postmasters in the area covered, with the 
suggestion that they tack it up in a conspicu- 
ous place, where everyone calling for mail can 
see it, and order a small stock for sale to those 
who wish to buy tlie map. This saves the pur- 
chaser the annoyance of sending to the Geo- 
logical Survey and waiting until the map is 
received from Washington and also saves the 
expense of postage. The postmasteV himself 
receives a small commission on each map sdid. 
Many active postmasters are handling the 
maps, and that their fellow-citiaens appreciate 
the accommodation of being able to buy gov- 
ernment maps at the post office is shown by 
the number sold in this Way. The record 
maps so sold shows that a postmaster in Minne- 
sota heads tiie list so far, having sold 125 
maps the first month be handled them. Oiyly 
postmasters in regions that have been reoeni3> 
mapped have been asked to handte the maps. 
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l>ut the Geol(^ical Survey willingly answers 
ittquiriea made by other poAtmaaterSi aending 
them a sample copy of the map that covers 
their district, if it has been mapped. It is 
believed that this new plan of distributing the 
government maps will benefit all concerned; 
it will be a convenience to the purchasers, it 
will bring the postmasters a small commission, 
and it will increase the sale of the maps. 

The registrar-general for England and 
Wales has issued his return relating to the 
births and deaths in the second quarter of the 
year, and to the marriages in the three months 
ending March last From a report in the 
Britiah Medical Journal we learn that the 
marriage^rate during that period was equal to 
12.0 per 1,00(», which was 0.8 per 1,000 more 
than the mean rate in the corresponding 
periods of the ten preceding years. The 213,- 
094 births registered in England and Wales 
last quarter were equal to an annual rate of 
22.9 per 1,000 of the population, estimated at 
87,302,983 persons. This rate is 3,3 per 1,000 
below the mean rate in the ten preceding sec- 
ond quarters, and is the lowest rate recorded 
in the second quarter of any year since civil 
registration was established* The birth-rates 
in the several counties last quarter ranged 
from 16.0 in Sussex, 17,0 in Somerset, 17.1 in 
Westmorland and 17.3 in Cardigan, to 27,2 in 
Stafford, 27.8 in Carmarthen, 27.6 in Nor- 
thumberland, 28.8 in Glamorgan, 28.6 in Mon- 
mouth and 80.8 in Durham. The excess of 
births over deaths last quarter was only 74,516, 
against 102,298, 105,727 and 101,988 in the 
aecond quarters of the three preceding years. 
From a return issued by the board of trade it 
appears that between the United Kingdom and 
places out of Europe the arrivals of persons 
stated to be of British nationality exceeded 
the departure by 8,688 persone, while the num- 
bers of aliens leaving exceeded those arriving 
by 431. The balance of the aggregate pas- 
senger movement in the quarter to and from 
\idl oountries was 6,660 inward. The 186,579 
deaths registered in England and Wales dur- 
ing the quarter under notice wem equal to an 
aiinual rate of 140 per 1,000^ againat an aver- 


age rate of 18.7 per 1,000 in the corresponding 
quarter of the ten preceding years. The death- 
rates in the several counties last quarter ranged 
from 11.2 in Middlesex, 12.0 in Essex and in 
Rutland, 12.4 in Berkshire, and 12.6 in Buck- 
inghamshire and in Dorset, to 17.2 in Cumber- 
land, 17.3 in Montgomery, 17.7 in Durham, 
17.8 in Denbigh, 18.8 in the North Riding of 
Yorkshire and 18.4 in Cardigan. The 188,679 
deaths from all causes last quarter included 
311 which were attributed to enteric fever, 6 to 
smallpox, 6,724 to measles, 690 to scarlet fever, 
2,689 to whooping-cough, 1,176 to diphtheria 
and 1,496 to diarrhea and enteritis among 
children under 2 years of age. The mortality 
from measles was nearly double the average, 
and that from diphtheria was slightly above 
the average; from scarlet fever and whooping- 
cough the mortality was slightly below the 
average, and that from enteric was 40 per 
cent, below. The rate of infant mortality, 
measured by the proportion of deaths among 
children under 1 year of age to registered 
births, was equal to 07 per 1,000, which was 
2 per 1,000 above the mean rate in the ten 
preceding second quarters. 

Statistics compiled under the supervision 
of J. D. Northrop, of the United States Geo- 
logical Survey, show that the quantity of nat- 
ural gas commercially utilized in the United 
States in 1914 exceeded that so utilized in any 
previous year in the history of the natural gas 
industry. The quantity produced, which 
amounted to approximately 691,866,783,000 
cubic feet, valued at $94,115,624, constitutes a 
new record of production exceeding by nearly 
10 billion cubic feet, ot almost 2 per cent., the 
former record, established in 1913. Increases in 
output in 1914 over 1913 were credited to New 
York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana-Ala- 
bama, Iowa and Ci^ifomia, the state last 
named alone recording a gain of nearly 7 bil- 
lion cubic feet Other gas-producing states 
recorded declines in output the greatest of 
which, that of Pennsylvania, amounting to 
slightly more than 10 billion cubic feet The 
increases in gas production may be attributed 
tb various causes— in New York to the in- 
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creased drilling activity stimulated by the ad- 
vanoing petroleum market in 1913 and the 
early part of 1914 ; in Ohio to local extensions 
of the productive fields of the gas belt in the 
central part of the state and to the develop- 
ment of an important gas pool in the vicinity 
of Cleveland, Cuyahoga County ; in Okla- 
homa to the development of gas reserves in the 
Cushing field, Creek County, and the 
Healdton field, Carter County, as well as to a 
decided expansion of the local casinghead gas- 
oline industry; in Texas to a greater utilisa- 
tion of the gas supplies available in the Pe- 
trolis and Mexia fields; in Louisiana to the 
greater development of the gas reserves in 
Caddo and De Soto parishes, and in Cali- 
fornia to increased demands for domestic con- 
sumption in Los Angeles and adjacent towns 
in the southern part of the state as well as 
for industrial consumption in the casinghead 
gasoline industry. Of the record-breaking 
production of natural gas credited to 1914 it 
is estimated that the total of 208,104,358,000 
cubic feet, about 84 per cent., was supplied to 
domestic consumers at on average price of 
28.04 cents a thousand cubic feet and that 
888,762,376,000 cubic feet, the remaining 66 
per cent., was supplied to industrial consumers 
at an average price of 9.56 cents a thousand 
cubic feet. During the last four years the 
ratio of domestic to industrial consumption 
has varied but slightly. Formerly, however, a 
relatively greater proportion of the annual 
yield was supplied to industrial consumers. 

Thx Alaskan Engineering Commission, 
which is to build the government railroad from 
Seward on the Pacific 471 miles to Fairbanks 
in the interior, has received a permit from the 
Forest Service to cut 86 million feet of tim- 
ber in the Ohugach National Forest for use in 
constructing the new line. The permit was 
issued hy the district forester at Portland, 
Oregon, who has direct supervision of the 
Alaskan forests, and is in conformity with the 
Act of Karoh 4, last, which authorized the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture to permit the Alaskan 
Engineering Oommiseion and the Navy De- 
partment to take from the national forests 
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free of charge earth, stone and timber for 
use in government works. The timber will be 
cut in designated areas along the right-of- 
way of the proposed railroad, which runs 
through the Ohugach National Forest for sev- 
eral miles. Experiments and testa of A l aa V sn 
spruce and hemlock are being made at the 
Forest Service Laboratory at Seattle, Wash- 
ington, and so far have substantiated the opin- 
ion of foresters that Alaskan timber is suffi- 
ciently strong for practically all structural 
purposes. While these tests are going on 
Forest Service employees in Alaska are mark- 
ing the timber to bo cut along the proposed 
railroad, the cutting to be done so that only 
mature trees are taken, the young trees being 
left uninjured and the condition of the for- 
est improved. This cut of 85 million feet will 
be the largest amount of timber ever felled on 
the Alaskan forests in one operation, and at 
the average rate per thousand board feet ob- 
tained for timber sold from the Ohugach for- 
est during the fiscal year 1914, it is worth ap- 
proximately $146,000 on the stump. It will 
be nearly twice as much as the total quantity 
of national forest timber now cut and used 
annually for local purposes throughout Alaska, 
but only a little more than one tenth of the 
estimated annual growth of the Alaskan for- 
ests. The two national forests of Alaska con- 
tain about 78 billion feet of merchantable 
timber and it is estimated by the Forest Serv- 
ice that more than 800 million feet could be 
cut every year forever without lesseniug the 
forests' productivity. 

Thb output of bituminous coal in the 
United States for the first six months of 1915 
is estimated by 0. E. Lesher, of the United 
States Geological Survey, to be between 180,- 
000,000 and 190,000,000 short tons, the rate of 
production having been from 86 to 90 per 
cent of the average for the previous year. 
Thus the bituminous coal production during 
this eix-months' period has been cemsiderabb^ 
leas than for the corresponding period in 1914^ 
and is little, if any, greater than the output 
during the last half of that year. The rate of' 
production this year decreased after January^ 
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reached low ebb in March and April, and is 
now on the increase. The states west of Miss* 
issippi Eiver, which in 1914 produced leas than 
18 per cent, of the total, do not appear to hare 
suffered from this decrease as much as the 
eastern states — reports from certain districts 
in the west showing an increase over 1914. 
This is attributed to the increase in metal min* 
ing and smelting, and to greater railroad ao- 
tirity. In the east the loss of bunker trade on 
the Atlantic seaboard and the slowness of the 
Lake season have been only partly offset by 
the increasing coal exports. The recent activ- 
ity in the iron business has been slow to sSect 
the coal trade, although coke has gained con- 
siderably during the last two months and for 
the rest of 1915 the increased output should 
continue. The anthracite producers have fared 
better than the soft coal operators, since it is 
estimated that the output of anthracite has 
fallen off only from 8 to 6 -get cent, below the 
Average for 1914. 

The portion of the National Forest receipts 
for the fiscal year 1915 to go to the benefit of 
the various states in which the forests lie, ac- 
cording to the computation of the forest serv- 
ice just approved by the secretary of the treas- 
ury, amounts all told to more than $860,000. 
The gross receipts for the year ending June 
30 were $2,481,409,35, of which under the law 
S5 per cent, is paid over to the states for 
county school and road purposes and an addi- 
tional 10 per cent, is made available for ex- 
penditure by the secretary of agriculture iu 
building road and trails for the benefit of 
local communities. Montana gets the largest 
share, having contributed largest amount 
of receipts for the sale of timber, gracing and 
other uses of the forests, or more than $318,000. 
Of this amount, Montana is to receive $79,- 
389.78 for county school and road purposes, 
while the forest service will expend $31,835.91 
for improvements of «^ial benefit to local 
communities and not included in the regular 
administrative and protective improvements. 
Idaho comes second with a 25 per cent, allow* 
ance of $75^651.16 and a 10 per cent fund of 
180,230.43. Oalifomia is third, receiving a 25 


per cent allowance of $67,611.87 and a 10 
per cent, fimd of $27,044,74. The total amoiml 
to be expended under this system of sharing the 
forest receipts with the states to make up for 
the loss of local taxes due to public owner- 
ship of the land is about $13,000 greater than 
for the previous fiscal year, as the receipts for 
the fiscal year 1915 exceeded those of the 
previous fiscal year by about $44,000. The 
provision of law under which a portion of 
the receipts is turned over to the states dates 
from 1906, and the total payments roach, with 
this year’s allotment, nearly $4,500,000. The 
ten per cent, provision for government-built 
public roads has been in force only since 1912, 
and has now made available for this purpose 
an aggregate of $926,000, 


UNIVME8ITY AND MDUCATJONAL NEWS 

The Southern Methodist University, Dallas, 
Texas, begins its initial session September 22. 
This is a coeducational institution under the 
auspices of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, The assets of the university in 
grounds, buildings and endowment amount to 
about one million and seven hundred thousand 
dollars. This university is to become the 
head of the southern Methodist colleges west 
of the Mississippi Kiver. An active cam- 
paign is now being waged for an additional 
million dollars. The following appointments 
have been made on the scientific staff : Robert 
S. Hyer, A.M., LL.D., professor of physics; 
Frederick M. Duncan, Pb.D., professor of 
biology; John Henry Reedy, Ph.D. (Yale), 
professor of chemistry; Ellis W, Shuler, Ph.D. 
(Harvard), associate professor of geology. 

Plaxs have been approved by the board of 
regents of the University of Nebraska for a 
new hospital in connection with the College 
of Medicine at Omaha. The building is to 
be five stories in height and will have six wards 
of sixteen beds each, three receiving rooms, 
six groups of isolation rooms of three beds 
eaeb, and the necessary operating rooms, oper- 
ating amphitheater, and rooms for adminis- 
tration and service. 
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At the sixty-^third annuAl meeting of the 
American Pharmaoeutical Association, which 
was held in San Francisco dnring the week of 
June 9, the president of the association, Mr. 
Caswell A, Mayo, of New York, announced 
that Mr. Samuel W, Fairchild had agreed to 
provide funds for a scholarship in pharmacy 
paying $300 annually, to be awarded to an un- 
dergraduate student by a commission composed 
of the presidents of the American Pharmaceu- 
tical Association, the American Conference of 
Pharmaceutical Faculties, the National Asso- 
ciation of Boards of Pharmacy, and the editor 
of the Journal of the American Pharmaceu- 
tical Association, 

Two new foundations are announced at 
Leeds University — the William Walker scholar- 
ship, of the annual value of £90, for the scien- 
tific study of leather with a view to its sub- 
sequent application to industrial develop- 
ment, and the William Walker Exhibition, for 
instruction iu the technology of coal and its 
by-products. The new endowments are 
founded in memory of the late Mr. William 
Walker, of Whitehaven, by his widow and his 
sons, Mr. Herbert W. Walker and Mr. Arthur 
Walker. Both are primarily tenable at Leeds 
by inhabitants of the Wliitehaven and Bootle 
districts, and the donors have placed £4,500 in 
trust for the purpose. 

Professor Ivey F. Lewis, of the University 
of Missouri, has become Miller professor of 
biology and head of the school of biology at 
the University of Virginia. 

At the Montana State College, E. H. Bogue, 
formerly at the Massachusetts Agricultural 
College, has been appointed assistant professor 
of chemistry and geology; Henry M. Shea, 
formerly of the South Dakota State College, 
analyst of the food and drug laboratory, and 
H. B. Foote* formerly of Oklahoma, instructor 
in botany. 

Dr. Paul H. Dike has been appointed pro- 
fessor of physics in Robert College, Constanti- 
nople, to sucoeed Professor Manning, who 
died last year. He Sailed on the Greek line to 
Piraeus on September 15 with his family, to- 
gether with a number of the members of the 
faculty of Robert College. The college is to 


open in spite of the war, and it is hoped that 
the party will be able to get through without 
much delay. The women and children will 
await developments in Athens, 

DISCUSSION AND CORSE SPONDENCE 
THE LAWS OF MOTION 

How well some of us remember and how 
much some of us have heard of the days of 
Thomson and Tait, and how satisfied we were 
and are with what Thomson and Tait had to 
say on this subject! In those days scarcely 
any on© understood the laws of motion, but 
nowadays, thanks largely to the influence of 
Thomson and Tait, the chief confusion is that 
which rises from slightly different points of 
view, mostly correct; and the laws of motion 
now constitute the topic in the discussion of 
which one pays the least attention to what 
others say, and quite properly so. 

We do, however, believe that it is misleading 
to speak of the fundamental equation of 
dynamics. Given three bodies A, B and £7, 
and three identifiable forces a, and c. Let 
the acceleration of each body due to each force 
be observed, and let the results be as shown ia 
the accompanying table. 

TABLE OF OBSERVED ACCELERATIONS 

Bodies 




A 

— 

B 

c 


a 

25 

SO 

S5 

Forces 

b 

60 

60 

70 


c 

76 1 

90 

106 


The acceleration varies from body to body 
for a given force, and from force to force for 
a given body. These are two equally funda- 
mental modes of variation, and corresponding 
to them we have two equally fundamental laws 
of variation; and these laws of variation are 
entirely independent of the measurement of 
force and mass. L&t us suppose that the 
above table has been extended so as to inctude 
a great many different forces and a gmt many 
different bodies, then a careful inapeotion of 
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thie tai>le would lead to the following; generali- 

aatiouB. 

(a) If one force produces twice as much 
acceleration as another force when acting on a 
given body, then the one force produces twice 
as much acceleration as the other force when 
acting on any body whatever. 

(b) If one body is accelerated twice as much 
as another body under the action of a given 
force, then the one body is accelerated twice as 
much as the other body under the action of any 
force whatever. 

The experimental fact (a) makes it conven- 
ient to define the ratio of two forces as the 
ratio of the accelerations they produce when 
acting on a given body, because this ratio is 
the same for all bodies. 

The experimental fact (h) makes it conven- 
ient to define the ratio of the masses of two 
bodies as the inverse ratio of the accelerations 
produced by a given force, because this ratio 
is the same for all forces. 

MEAJBUREMKNT VERSUS UKDERSTANDINO 

Forty or fifty years ago, after the system of 
electric and magnetic measurements had been 
fully established, every physicist had com© 
near to a belief which was voiced by Sir 
William Thomson when he said that *^when 
you can measure a thing you know all about 
it,” and this point of view reached its climax 
in the days when physicists almost without ex- 
ception believed that all subsequent develop- 
ment in their science would be to add signif- 
icant figures farther and farther to the right 
of the decimal point! This point of view has, 
however, been swept away by the discoveries of 
recent years, and yet its germ seems to cling 
to some of the older phases of natural philos- 
ophy, for it comes to life in nearly every one’s 
mind when any of the long-established prin- 
ciples of physics are contemplated. This is 
illustrated by nearly everything that has been 
said of recent years concerning the laws of 
motion. The measurement of force and the 
meaaarement of mass seem to be mixed up in- 
extricably with the experimental aspects of 
the laws of motion in nearly every one’s mind, 
whereas, as it seems to us, the laws of motion 


appear in tibieir simplest and most clearly intel- 
ligible foim when forces and masses (bodies) 
are not measured but merely identified. Sir 
William Thomson’s statement certainly repre- 
sents an obsolete point of view, which no doubt 
Lord Kelvin would have admitted. You can 
know a lot about a thing even if you can’t 
measure it, and if you can and do measure it 
under widely varying conditions you can find 
out a great deal more about it. But to be able 
to measure a thing is, in the last analysis, 
merely to have enough wit to read a clock, or 
a yard stick, or to use a balance. 

Measurement versus understanding ! It cer- 
tainly does seem fair »o to characterire the 
difference between the natural philosophy of 
forty years ago and the natural philosophy of 
to-day; and no one shows a keener insight into 
the changing point of view than Karl Pearson^ 
when he insists that after all physics, like bot- 
any, is a descriptive science. 

INERTIA AND MASS. THE ESSENCE OF 
MATHEMATICAL PHYSICS 

The inverse ratio of the accelerations pro- 
duced in two bodies by a given force is spoken 
of above as the ratio of the masses of the two 
bodies. I-<ct us speak of this as the ratio of 
inertias, and let us reserve the word mass to 
designate the result obtained by weighing a 
body on a balance. Then the quantitative 
identity of mass and inertia is a discovery, 
but it is by no means a discovery which should 
make us ashamed of the balance as an instru- 
ment of precision. 

Let us retain as the fundamental meaning of 
the word mass the result of weighing on a 
balance scale* Indeed, the laboratory man 
would laugh at any one who pretended to do 
otherwise; beware of the laugh of the labora- 
tory man, he can satisfy the man from Mis- 
souri! 

Yes, but the ratio of inertias is a more abso- 
lute thing than the ratio of masses because the 
balance must be on earth! But is it? Noon© 
cin imagine a celestial operation which would 
show th© ratio of inertias of two lone bodies 
without a third body of some kind acting* 

4 See Pearson ^ * * Grammar of Scienee. * » 
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Then why object to the earth as a third body? 
We, for our part, thank the Lord for the 
Earth I We are satifjfied with it I 

Yes, but the balance compares the forces 
with which the earth pulls on. two bodies — ^the 
weights of the two bodies. Very true, but just 
here is involved the one thing above all others 
which makes physics a mathematical science, 
and it is a thing which many of our mathe- 
maticians seem to think least about, namely, 
the establishment of invariant one-to-one corre- 
spondences by experimental tests. Use a bal- 
ance on a batch of sugar and you get always 
and everywhere the same numerical result,^ 
use it on a part of the batch and you get a 
different result. This is the only condition 
that is necessary to justify the use of the re- 
sult as a measure of quantity of sugar. The 
purely arithmetical condition that ten units of 
sugar break up into a batch of seven units, and 
a batch of three units might also seem to be a 
necessary condition, but it is not necessary, 
but only convenient, in that it leads to a simple 
system of sugar- arithmetic.* 

1 This statement is somewhat idealised for the 
sake of simplicity. If the use of the balance did 
always lead to invariant results, the rational theory 
of the balance would be of interest to the balance 
maker and to the speculative philosopher, but it 
would he of no consequence whatever to the ex- 
perimental or mathematical physicist. As things 
stand, however, the rational theory of the balance 
is of importance in the elimination of what we call 
systematic errors, for tinder ordinary conditions 
the balance does not lead to invariant results. 
Many such cases arise in physics, and it is the 
common practise to keep clear of such complica- 
tions in the earlier stages of the development of 
physical theory by framing definitions on the basis 
of ideal conditione. 

sAs an example of the kind of thing here re- 
ferred to let us agree to measure ** amperes'' by 
the number of units of heat generated in a given 
wire per second. Then 3 amperes" from one 
branch of a circuit joining with 2 "amperes" 
from another branch would give 11,9 "amperes" 
in the main circuit. In this system the arithmetical 
form of Kirchhotf 's law would be as follows: The 
current in the main circuit is equal to the square 
of the sum of the square roots of the currents in 
the various branches of the circuit. Similarly 


We respect the experience of two thousand 
years in that we base our definition of moss 
on the use of the balance; and we look at the 
identity of inertia ratio and mass ratio as a 
discovery, but we refuse to depart from the 
point of view of men who buy flour and sugar 
by the pound. We are not ashamed of the baL 
ance! 

We also respect the broader view of mathe- 
matics as the logic of fixed relations in our 
acceptance of experimentally established one- 
to-one correspondences as the essential basis 
of mathematical physics rather than the mere 
readings of numbers on sets of weights, and 
yard sticks and clock faces! 

W. S. Fraxklin, 
Barry MaoNutt 

powdery scab of potatoes in oniwoN 

The occurrence of the Spongospora scab dis- 
ease of potatoes in Tillamook County, Oregon, 
has recently come to the attention of the de- 
partment of plant pathology of the Oregon Ex- 
periment Station, and since this important 
trouble has apparently not been reported west 
of the Rocky Mountains the record may be of 
general interest. ^ 

The lot of potatoes in which the disease was 
first found was raised on a farm in the rather 
isolated coast district of Oregon referred to 
above. The owner stated that the seed of this 
variety had been introduced from twelve to 
fifteen years ago from an eastern state and that 
new seed had not been introduced on hia farm 
since that time. 

The diseased tubers first found came from a 
lot that had been shipped to the writer for ex- 
perimental study, this particular lot being 
badly affected with an internal browning ap- 
parently of non-parasitic origin and with the 

sugar could be easily measuTcd so that you would 
pay 6 eeats for one unit, 7 cents for two units, 8.65 
cents for three units, and so forth, without ink- 
ing the serious mistake of giving your sugar at a 
cheaper rate to the wealthy man who gets more 
than be needs than to the poor man who needs more 
than he gets. Figure It out for yourself. 

1 Since the above was written a record of the ap- 
pearance of this disease in Beattie on potatoes froiU 
British Columbia has been repotted. 
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y$rticillium wilt. The variety was charaoter- 
Utioally rough and the powdery scab pustules 
were not easily detected ; in fact only one speci- 
men was noticed at the time the tubers were 
being cut When examination was made for the 
other trouble* This specimen was laid aside 
and examination was not made for several 
days, when the identity of the disease was 
established, April 20, 1915. On reexamination 
several other specimens were found in this lot. 

A rather hasty survey of Tillamook County 
was made at once (May 3-8, 1915) and, except 
on the farm from which the specimens above 
noted had been sent, only one specimen was 
found. This specimen was picked up in a 
grocery store in. Tillamook with no possible 
chance of tracing it to the grower. At the 
farm from which the first lot was received 
about two dozen specimens were found on ex- 
amining about three bushels of potatoes. 

The fact that the district is isolated and 
that potatoes are not raised in sufficient quan* 
tity for export possibly has been a natural 
means of preventing a more general dissemina- 
tion of the disease. F. D. BaHiKY 

Aohicultuxal Expbbiment Station, 

CoavALUS, Oregon, 

July 10, 1915 


SCmi^TIFIC BOOKS 

Spencer Fullerton Baird, A Biography, In* 
eluding selections from his correspondence 
v)iih Audubon, Agassit, Dana and others. 
By WinuAM Healey Ball, A.M., D.Se. 
J, B. Lippincott Company, 1916. 8vo, 462 
pages, 19 plates. 

Dr, Dali has conferred a distinct and lasting 
benefit on American science and letters by his 
presentation of the life of one of America’s 
most eminent and beloved men of science. In 
the twenty-eight years that have elapsed since 
death terminated the career of Spencer Fuller- 
ton Bairdi his fame has not diminished, the 
respect in which he was hdd as a man and 
scientist has not abated, and his example has 
been an inspiration to thousands. For no 
previous biography has anything approaching 
completeness been claimed; and it is safe to 
say that posterity will demand nothing more 


than is herein contained, for no subsequent 
biographer will have access to any essential 
facts or data that were not available to and 
utilized by Dr. Dali. Chief among the sources 
of information were Professor Baird’s journal, 
extending, with certain breaks, from 1838 to 
1887; letters selected by his daughter, which 
for the period prior to 1866 are mostly from his 
correspondents, as the official archives and 
Baird’s own official letters were destroyed in 
the burning of the Smithsonian building in 
that year; reminiscences written from Mies 
Baird’s dictation; and a mass of miscellaneous 
documents and notes that had been collected 
by Mr. Herbert A. Gill, who for many years 
had been associated with Professor Baird In 
the work of the Fish Commission. 

The volume is with great propriety dedicated 
“To the memory of a devoted daughter, Lucy 
Hunter Baird,” the only child of Professor 
Baird. It was she who began the collection of 
material on which she intended to base a me- 
moir of her father; and it was she who, finding 
that she would be unable to complete that task, 
devised her own and her father’s papers to the 
executor of her will with the request that the 
“memoir be completed by a suitable and com- 
petent person.” 

The task and the honor of writing a biog- 
raphy of Professor Baird could hove been en- 
trusted to no person more competent and sym- 
pathetic than Dr. Dali, who, as stated in his 
preface, had known Professor Baird since 1862, 
had had the benefit of his teaching and ex- 
ample from 3865 to the time of his death, had 
enjoyed the hospitality of the Baird home, and 
from 1869 had knowledge, at the time of its 
occurrence, of much that is recorded in the 
biography. 

The biographer makes no attempt to enu- 
merate or analyze Professor Baird’s volumin- 
ous publications, which have already been cov. 
ered by Professor Q. Brown Goode’s exhaus- 
tive bibliography. The author’s “chief aim 
has been to show the man as he lived and 
worked; with glimpses of his relations to Ms 
contemporaries, to the promotion of science, 
apd to great, and os yet hardly appreciated^ 
public services.” 



m 


SCIENCE 


[N. 8. Vou XhlL No. im 


The firenealogioal and family notes with 
which the memoir opens are followed by chap- 
ters on Childhood and Youth; Life at Carlisle; 
The Young Professor; The Smithsonian Insti- 
tution; Life in Washington; 1850 to 1865; 
1865 to 1878; The Secretary, 1878 to 1887; 
The U. S, National Museum; The U. 8. Cam- 
mission of Fish and Fisheries; and Apprecia- 
tions. 

The following epitome covers the principal 
events in the life of Spencer Fullerton Baird : 
He was born in Heading, Pa., February 8, 
1823, His father died in 1833, And hia mother 
then moved to Carlisle, Pa., where in 1885 he 
attended the grammar school, an adjunct of 
Dickinson College. In 1886, at the age of 
thirteen, he entered that college, of which his 
father had been a member of the academic 
senate and his two brothers were already stu- 
dents. After receiving the degree of A.B. in 
1840, he began the study of medicine, and in 
1841 and 1842 attended lectures at Bellevue 
Hospital, New York, This subject proving 
distasteful, he returned to Carlisle in 1842, 
and resumed his academic studies, taking the 
degree of A.M. in 1843. In 1845 he was made 
honorary professor of natural history at Dick- 
inson, and in the following year became full 
professor, a position held until 1850. His 
salary, which at the outset was $400 a year, was 
increased to $650 at the end of the first term 
and to $1,000 in 1848. The first named salary 
being regarded as sufficient “ to make a start ” 
he married Mies Mary Helen Ohurcliill, of 
Carlisle, on tlie strength of his professional ap- 
pointment, In 1850, following letters written 
in his behalf by Audubon, Marsh, Dana and 
Agassiz, and on the nomination of Professor 
Joseph Henry, Baird, at the age of twenty- 
seven years, was elected assistant secretary of 
the Smithsonian Institution. This position 
was held until the death of Professor Henry in 
1878, when Baird was immediately and unani- 
mously chosen as his suwscbsot by the board of 
regents. Meanwhile in 1871, the position of 
comnusaiooer of fish and fisheries had been 
created and Baird was appointed thereto by the 
President. On Baird's presentation of the 


need for and value of a suitable deapository for 
the government oolleotions, Congress in 1870 
appropriated money for a fireproof building 
for that purpose, and Baird became the ex- 
officio director of the National Museum. The 
three positions — secretary, commissioner and 
director — wore held until hia death in 1887. 

At a very early age Baird evinced a predilec- 
tion for natural history that was to shape his 
career and make him one of the greatest syste- 
matic and economic biologists that has ever 
lived. Tlie part of the work which gives the 
best insight into his early aims, ambitions, 
traits and habits of thought, as well as into 
his later plans, methods and a8i>irationa, is the 
verbatim correspondence between Baird, the 
members of his family, and scientific and 
public men. These letters number about 225, 
and extend from 1831 to 1887. Especially in- 
teresting is the intimate correspondence be- 
tween Baird axid Audubon which began in 
1840, when the young naturalist ventured to 
write the most distinguished ornithologist of 
the United States regarding two flycatchers he 
could not identify, and continued actively for 
more than seven years. 

This and other correspondence show that 
Baird's capacity for making and retaining 
worth-while friendships was due to his zeal, 
candor and accurate knowledge of his subject, 
combined with great modesty and a dignified 
manner. Among the prominent scientific men 
with whom he became acquainted while still 
in hia teens were, in addition to Audubon, 
George N. Lawrence, James De Kay, J. P. 
Giraud, John Torrey, Thomas Nuttall, Samuel 
G. Morton, T. A. Conrad, James D. Dana, 
John Cassin, Titian R. Peale and Isaac Lea. 
This acquaintance and association undoubtedly 
influenced and strengthened the trend of 
Baird's studies, which, before his twenty-fifth 
year, were confirmed and broadened by inter- 
course with John and Joseph Le Conte, Joseph 
Leidy, Thomas M. Brewer, Amos Biimey, 
Oliver Weitdell Holmes, Asa Gray, A. A. 
Gould, D. H, Storer, the Sillimana, James 
Hall, Sir Charles Lyell, George P. MAmh* 
J. P. Kirtknd, Joseph Henry and Louis 
Agassiz. Especially noteworthy are the aeries 
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of letters reproduced in the memoir passing 
between Baird and Louis Agassiz, James D. 
Dana, George P, Karsh and Joseph Henry. 

The early interest which Baird manifeated in 
fishes increased with age and ultimately was 
responsible for the genesis and organization of 
the federal fishery service with which hie name 
is ineffaceably associated. In 1848 specimens 
of the fi^ea from his collection were sent to 
Louis Agassiz, and arrangements had been 
made for a joint work on American fishes; 
this, however, owing to Agassizes more pressing 
projects, never materialized and, after a few 
years, was abandoned by mutual consent. In 
1854 we find Baird spending a summer vaca- 
tion on the New Jersey coast and making there 
a collection of fishes which served as a basis 
for a noteworthy report. As early as 1883 
Baird visited Woods Hole, Mass., and was im- 
pressed with the richness of the local marine 
fauna, and during the next few years he be- 
came greatly interested in the fisheries of the 
Atlantic coast and realized the need for a com- 
prehensive investigation of the causes under- 
lying the reported decrease of certain fishes. 
A comparison between conditions found in 
southern New England waters in 1883 and 
during a visit in 1870 strengthened his desire 
for authoritative investigation which would 
supplement the inquiries that had been under- 
taken by the various states. The psycholog- 
ical time having arrived; Baird having sub- 
mitted a plan to Congreas; the American Fish 
Gulture Association having espouaed the idea 
of federal aid to the fisheries; and state and 
national legislators, the general public and the 
fishery interests being in accord, Congress in 
February, 1871, passed a joint resoJution drawn 
up by Professor Baird and Senator George F. 
Edmunds which made provision for a com- 
missioner of fish and fisheries and for investi- 
gations to be conducted under his direction. 
President Grant did the obvious thing in ap- 
pointing Baird to the newly created office, and 
there were thus imposed on an already busy 
man additional duties and responsibilities 
whidi yearly became more onerous and press- 
ing end ultimately claimed a las^ proportion 
of his attention and time. 


In 1871 Woods Hole became tlie headquarters 
of the commission, and then and there were 
laid the foundations of the first permanent 
marine laboratory in America. While the in- 
vestigations were still in their incipiency, 
Baird formed the plan of inviting zoological 
students to visit Woods Hole to avail them- 
selves of the large amount of material daily 
brought in that did not bear directly on the 
work of the commission, and he arranged for 
table and other facilities and cheap board. 
Thereafter Baird regularly spent his summers 
on the New England coast directing the local 
investigations while administering the busi- 
ness afiairs of au organization that yearly ac- 
quired new functions and extended its activ- 
ities into new regions. Woods Hole was the 
scene of his principal activities as it was the 
spot of his warmest regard. It was there that, 
advised and aided by men like George Brown 
Goode, Jeroirie JI. Kidder, Theodore Gill, 
Richard Rathbun, Z. L, Tanner, II. 0. Chester, 
A. E. Verrlll, Alpheus Hyatt, W. Q, Farlow, 
John A. Ryder and Sydney Smith, he planned 
and inaugurated those noteworthy biological, 
fishery and fish-cultural operations which soon 
brought the United States into tlie forefront 
of the nations in all such matters. 

Long-continued overwork, more particularly 
that imposed by his unsalaried services as fish 
commissioner, began to toll on Professor 
Baird^s strength, and in 1885 his cares were 
aggravated by unscrupulous newspaper attacks 
on the activities and personnel of various scien- 
tific bureaus of the government, including the 
fish commission. In July, 1886, after consulta- 
tion with Dr. Weir Mitchell and Dr. William 
Osier, he went to Woods Hole, and remained 
there until late October. Fully aware of his 
physical condition, he presented his case to the 
board of regents at the 1887 meeting, and 
made arrongemente for the election of liis suc- 
cessor as secretary of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion. In July* 1887, he again went to Woods 
Hole; and there, '^the scene of his hardest 
labors Bnd most striking economic succesaos,*’ 
the plsoo that typified that governmental bu- 
reau in which he took such pride and which 
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was peculiarly his own in conception and 
oisaniaation, he died on August 19, 1887, 

In selecting material for the chapter on 
Appreciations from the large assortment of 
available data, Pr, Dali has exercised admir- 
able discrimination. It may not be inappro- 
priate to quote therefrom an extract from a 
biographical memoir presented to the National 
Academy of Sciences by Dr, John S, BillingB 
in 1889: 

“ The two men who hare exerted the strong- 
est influence upon natural history studies in 
this country are Louis Agassiz and Professor 
Baird. In many respects they were very un- 
like; circumstances gave them widely diflPerent 
fields, and they worked on different plans and 
by different metlioda. They began their public 
career in this country almost together; but 
Agassiz was already famous, as the result of 
seventeen years’ work, while Baird was an al- 
most unknown youth, Agassiz was a bom 
teacher, a fascinating lecturer, gifted with elo- 
quence which won its way everywhere; Baird 
could only speak freely in the presence of a 
few, and for the most part taught only by the 
pen and by example. Each of them created a 
great museum in spite of many obstacles, the 
first winning the means largely from private 
contributions, which were a tribute to his elo- 
quence; the second gaiuing his end more in- 
directly, through his connection with the 
Smithsonian Institution and the government. 
Each of them gathered around him young men 
who were stimulated and encouraged by his ex- 
ample, who followed his methods, have con- 
tinued his work, and have taught others, so 
that there are now observers and workers al- 
most everywhere. The first made great use of 
the mierOBCope and of embryology; the seoond 
very little, for he had to use the material avail- 
able. The first had a vivid imagination which 
led him to frame many theories and hypotheses 
to be verified or disproved by future investi- 
gation and research; the second classified the 
facts before him, but theorized veiy little. 
Professor Baird’s career as an original inves- 
tigator was hampered and finally stopped by 
his adminiirtrative work, but in proportion as 
this latter increased he was able to fumidi 


materials and opportunities for others. The 
pupils of Agassiz and Baird are the working 
naturalists of to-day and the teachers of those 
who are to come, and the two methods of study 
are being combined and developed to produce 
results of which we already have good reason 
to be proud, and the end of which no man 
can see. 

Upon the roll of the illustrious dead of the 
National Academy of Sciences his name stands 
out as that of a scientific man of high attain- 
ments, uniform purpose and indomitable 
energy, whose work has already added to the 
comfort and pleasure of hundreds of thou- 
sands of his fellow men, and bids fair to be a 
most important factor in supplying the neces- 
sities of millions yet unborn.” 

The merit, the charm, the permanent literary 
and historical value of this noteworthy volume 
can not be told in a review such as this. The 
work is no mere formal biography. It is a 
sympathetic analysis of the aspirations and 
labors of one friend by another ; it is an appre- 
ciation of the work of one scientist by another; 
it is a simple, dignified, forceful narrative by 
one whose personal knowledge of the man and 
his times gave him a right to supplement the 
statement of facts with authoritative comment 
and criticism. 

To those who knew Professor Baird, the 
volume of Dr. Dali comes as a delightful 
memento. To those contemporaries who had 
no personal acquaintance with him, it serves as 
a faithful record of one whose name and work 
are well known to all. To the generation that 
has come into being and reached maturity 
since Professor Baird’s death, it is a fascinat- 
ing history and an inspiring revelation, 

Huan M, Smith 

Woods Holk, Mass., 

August, 1915 

Chemical Teohnoloify and Analyeie of 0%l$, 
Fats and Washes. By Da. J. LEWKOWrraoH* 
Edited by Geoboe H. WABBtwrowr. Eijfth 
edition, entirely rewritten and enlarged. 
Volume III, New York and London, Mae* 
millan and Oo., Ltd. 1915, Pp. 463, Pxioe^ 
$6.50, 
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TbiB volume deals with lie technology and 
industries of the products named^ and their 
analysis, also with the testing of lubricating 
oils and greases, soaps, glycerine and candles. 
A very important chapter is that on the waste 
oils, fats and waxes, and the products derived 
therefrom. 

The reviewer knows of no treatise which 
deals so thoroughly with this phase of the 
subject. The contents have been increased by 
about twenty per cent., the principal additions 
being made in the sections upon the examina- 
tion of butter, hydrogenated fats, varnishes, 
candles and soap. The work is encyclopedic, 
no omissions being noted, and indispensable to 
those having to deal with these compounds, or 
industries, which are among the most impor- 
tant. The reviewer would again take the 
opportunity to urge the inclusion of an index 
in each volume, as much increasing its con- 
sulting value. 

A. H. Gill 


SPECIAL AMTICLES 

THE ABSORPTION OP AIR BY CHARCOAL COOLED TO 
THE TEMPERATURE OF LIQUID AIR 

The remarkable absorption of certain gases 
by charcoal cooled to the temi)erature of liquid 
air, first pointed out by Kamsay and Soddy, 
may be exhibited conveniently by either of 
two simple pieces of apparatus. The first (A 
in the figure) makes use of the electric dis- 
charge as an index of the degree of absorption; 
while the second (B in the figure) indicates 
the absorption by the bammetrio column sup- 
ported in a vertical tube dipping into a bath 
of mercury. 

The general form and dimensions of the 
diachaige-tube and its attached charcoal bulb 
are indicated in A. The volume of the char- 
coal used should be approximately equal to 
that of the discharge ti^be proper. A vent 
closed by a valve is included. For the experi- 
ment to be in its best form the cocoanut char- 
coal should be freshly burned, and to prevent 
undue absorption of air when not in use the 
tube should be partially pumped out and the 
valve closed, 'fhe connections are made as 



shown in the figure, in which 5 is an alterna- 
tive spark gap of about one centimeter length 
in parallel with the discharge tube. Any in- 
duction coil about the laboratory will answer. 
To operate, open the valve, then close it 
tightly, thus allowing the pressure within the 
tube to become atmospheric. On starting the 
induction coil the spark will pass at S. Now 
gently submerge tlie charcoal bulb in liquid 
air. In about one minute the spark at 8 will 
begin to weaken and a stringy discharge will 
appear between the electrodes of the discharge 
tube. Soon the spark at 8 will cease while the 
tube will be filled with the characteristic Geiss- 
ler tube glow. In about four minutes the 
walls of the discharge tube will begin to 
flouresce, due to the bombardment of cathode 
rays. The intensity of this fluorescence will 
rapidly increase and soon the entire tube will 
be uniformly filled with a beautiful apple- 
green color. In about one minute more, five 
minutes from the start, the greenish color will 
begin to fade and sparking will reappear at 8, 
showing that the vacuum in the tube is be- 
dding "hard.*' In diort the pressure may 
thus be reduced from atmospheric to about 
*001 mercury in five or six minutes with 
no other agency than that of the absorption 
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of air by charcoal cooled to the temperature 
of liquid air. 

The aeoond method of showing the absorp* 
tion of air, due to Dr. L. T. tTones, is at once 
clear by an inspection of B in the figure. 
The vertical stem, up to the branch leading to 
the charcoal bulb, should be at least cm, 
long. This stem may also have an enlarge- 
ment about half way up as shown. A valve 
should be included to protect the charcoal 
when not in use. Before starting the exper- 
iment the valve is opened and the tube 
mounted in a bath of mercury. Liquid air is 
then applied to the charcoal bulb. The ab- 
sorption proceeds slowly at first, but soon gains 
headway as the charcoal cools. The speed that 
the mercury column acquires as it rises up 
through and fills the enlargement is surprising. 
Even with the ratio of volume of tube to char- 
coal as shown in the figure (approximately 
4 :1) the mercury column will mount to nearly 
full atmospheric pressure in the short space 
of five or six minutes. 

Added interest is to perform the two ex- 
periments simultaneously, 

Ohas. T. Knipp 

Laboratory or Physics, 

University or Ilunoib, 

August, 3915 

OCXIURRENOE OP THE PROTOZOAN, OOLACJIUM 
MPLTOCtTLATA KENT, IN IOWA 

In making collections of Daphnia, and other 
Entomostraca, on October 81, 1014, the writer 
discovered a small pond near Iowa City, Iowa, 
which fairly teemed with Daphnia of a strik- 
ing green color. 

Examination of these specimens in the labo- 
ratory revealed the cause of the coloration to 
be myriads of individuals of the Protozoa bear- 
ing chromatopbores and being attached to the 
surface of the Daphnia completely covering, 
not only the body proper, but even the appen- 
dages in many oasw. 

These Protozoa yielded themselves readily to 
identification as belonging to the genus Colo- 
ettmp— Flagellates closely related to Euglena 
but differing tiierefrom in one essential, among 
others, of having a sedentary attached stage as 


well as a free-swimming stage. In the seden- 
tary stage the individual zooids are attached 
by pedicles to some object or, as is more often 
the case, to some other form of animal life. 

Kent (1881) mentions, at the close of his 
discussion of the Colaciumj a supplementary 
species for which he proposes the provisional 
name of Coiacium muUoculata. It is with his 
description of this species that the animals 
under the observation of the writer most favor- 
ably compare. 

As with Kent the writer demonstrated a very 
short pedicle and in no case was more than a 
single individual found on one pedicle. There 
is a general tendency for the animal to assume 
a quadrate-elliptical fonn in outline both when 
free-swimming and fixed, with an occasional 
broadening near the distal end. The shape is 
subject to more or less continual change. The 
ehromatophores are very large and seem to be 
distributed near the periphery of the cell. 
Kent describes the presence of from two to 
four red spots instead of the single one com- 
monly present and from this character pro- 
poses the name of the species. By far the most 
of the specimens examined by the writer pos- 
sessed but one spot, some half dozen individ- 
uals from the many showed from two to four 
as described. In as much as the differing 
specimens agreed in all other essential char- 
acters they were undoubtedly variations of the 
same species. The possession of a fiagellum 
by the free-swimming form was amply demon- 
strated. 

Edmondson in hif treatise on the Protozoa 
of Iowa' Includes Coladum in his key to 
genera but states that no species of this genus 
has been reported within the state. It is prob- 
able that other species closefy related to the 
one forming the subject of this note may be 
added to the list of Iowa Protozoa. 

D. M. BanKFisti 

LABOBATORlXe OF ANIMAL BiOLOOY, 

State Universitt or Iowa 

SPORE HRAatWaHENTS 

Tbs usual way of giving measurements of 
spores as width by length in /» is dear and 

I IHvenport Aeadeiny of Beiences, 1006. 



OBFTXiaOK 84, 191S} 


SCIENCE 


431 


satisfactory when the dimensions do not vary 
too much and are fairly constant. Identifica- 
tion by a given description becomes difficult 
when either one or both dimensions vary be- 
tween wide limits. The distinguishing dimen- 
sional features of the eecioapores of a given 
species, for instance, are not determined by 
the lowest and highest values (c. g., 15-36 by 
22-41/i) that the spores may attain, but by 
the most common combinations of width and 
length measured; that is, by the standard 
values. The latter can not be expressed in 
averages, which will vary with the numerical 
basis used and with the personal factor in 
picking out the spores to be measured. The 
numerical basis in particular is a factor which 
has been almost totally neglected in descrip- 
tions. I propose to give, in all cases but those 
of very constant measurements, a formula 
containing the numerical basis, the extreme 
range of width and length and the most com- 
mon combinations of width and length found. 
The formula in our example would read: 
(48) 15-26/* by 22-41/* (19-22 by 26-^0/*). 
(48) is self-explanatory; it gives the numer- 
ical basis ; that is, the number of spores meas- 
ured. 15-26/* by 22-41/* are the extreme meaa- 
urementB of width and length. (19-22 by 26- 
80/*) are the standard values of width and 
length. These values are found by arranging 
all measurements in two progressive tables, 
one by widths, the other by lengths. It is then 
an easy matter to find the most common values. 

In cases where misunderstandings may 
arise the formula cm be given as follows: 
(48 measured) 16-?6/* by 22-41/* (standard 
12-22 by 26-aO/t). 

Tor all measurements of a simple nature 
the old formula can still be retained, although 
the numerical basis should in every case be 
given. The method is, of course* not confined 
in its usefulness and accuracy to spores alone. 

E. P. Hsineoke 


TE^ NOME CAEOLIEA ACADEMY OF 
SCIENCE 

Thx North Carotlina Academy of Soissce held 
its fourteenth annual meeting at Wake Forest 
College on Friday and Saturdlfy, April 30 and 


May 1, 1915^ The reading of papers began at 2:50 
r.M. on Friday and continued until 5:30, at which 
time adjournment was had, followed by the an* 
nual meeting of the executive committee. At 
night Dean Charles £, Brewer, of Wake Forest 
College, made the academy welcome to the college. 
President J. J. Wolfe, of the academy, then de* 
livered his presidential address, **The Status of 
the Theory of Descent. ' ' Next Professor ,Tohn P. 
lionneau delivered a lecture ^^The Cosmoid,’’ il- 
lustrated by an apparatus of his own design; and 
Professor A. H. Patterson gave a short talk on 
^'The Importance of Ilumidity in Health and the 
Arts’* with a demonstration of an interesting 
form of humidifier of North Oarolina manufac- 
ture. 

The academy met in annual business meeting on 
Saturday morning. Reports of the seoretary-ireas* 
urer and of the various committees were made and 
an invitation for the academy to bold its next an- 
nual meeting at the State Agricultural and Me- 
chanical College was accepted. An interesting 
discussion on the matter of membership was held 
and it w^as resolved to try to bring into the acad- 
emy in 1916 all the scientific people of the state. 
To this ond a large and representative canvassing 
committee was appointed. Ten new members were 
elected, who bring up the total membership to date 
to 70. 

The following officers vrere elected for 1935-16. 

President — A. S. Wheeler, University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill. 

Vice-president — W. A. Withers, State Agricul- 
tural and Mechanical College, West Baleigh. 

Secretary-treasurer — E. W, Gudger, State Nor- 
mal College, Greensboro. 

Additional members executive committee — Z. P. 
Metcalf, State Agricultural and Mechanical Col- 
lege, West Raleigh; W. C. Coker, University of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill; E. T. Miller, Trinity 
College, Ibirham. 

At the ol(Ae of the business meeting, the reading 
of papers was resumed and continued until 1:80 
when the program was finished. The total attend- 
ance was 21 out of a membership of 70. There 
were 23 papers on the program, of which only 
three were read by title. Perhaps the most 
marked feature of the meeting was the consider- 
able diBonasiou whieh followed tlie reading of 
inaity of the papere. Including the presidential 
addreM, whicdi will be published in the current 
number of the Jowmai of the Elisha Mitchell Sci- 
entiAe Societyi the following papers were pre- 
sektedt 
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An Outline of Modem Work hearing on the 

Theory of Deeoent: J. J. Wou®. 

Previous to 1900 the evolutionary hypotbesis 
stood practleally as Darwin left it in 1859. Dur- 
ing the intervening years a tremendous mass of 
facts accumulated which tend to support it, but on 
the other hand some weighty objections have also 
been offered. These were, however, apparently met 
by the mutation theory which appeared in 1901, 
but unfortunately it has latterly encountered even 
graver difficulties than Darwinism itself. Its 
critics, Jeffrey in particular, have bro\ight forward 
very strong evidence tending to identify the phe- 
nomena of mutation with hybridisation. If this 
criticism shall stand, mutation is robbed of any 
just claim to being an explanation of evolution. 

On the other hand, the work of Johanssen and 
others appears to demonstrate that individual 
variations are not heritable and all that selection 
can achieve is to resolve a species into its com- 
ponent elements, the so-called ^*pure lines/’ and 
choose that pure line manifesting the character in 
question developed to its highest degree. It can 
not carry the development of this character one 
whit beyond the limit attained by the species as a 
whole. 

Now, if mutation is but the reappearance of 
some recessive character, segregating out from a 
long and complex process of hybridization in ac- 
cordance with Mendelian principles, as De Vries’s 
critics seem to have rendered highly probable; and 
if variation in the Darwinian sense be non-herit- 
able, as the pure line investigations appear to 
show, how has the transition from one species to 
another occurred! That this has repeatedly talcen 
place would seem to be beyond intelligent doubt. 
For answer, so far as the author can see, we are 
limited to two views. We must either assume the 
inheritance of acquired characters, or that all char- 
acters were present in the primordial germ cell. 

As regards the inheritance of acquired charac- 
ters, much work has accumulated both for and 
against its acceptance. On the zoological side In 
particular experimentation tends to support the 
view that acquired characters are non-heritable, 
while on the botanical side the tendency is per- 
hiqw in the other direction. The germ tissues in 
plants are not as early set apart from the soma aa 
in animals, and are not nourished in an environ- 
ment so constant and so well protected from en- 
vironmental effects^ Perhaps these facts have 
some bearing on the question, NeveTtheless, any 
such broad generaliaaiion found true for plants 


would also be true for animals, even if its opera- 
tion could not be so easily and clearly observed. 

The alternative hypothesis proposed by Bate- 
son, that all characters were present in the primal 
organisms, while not a very satisfying view, finds 
a parallel in the development of the adult from 
the egg. The biological world is pretty well agreed 
that every Important character manifest in the 
adult is represented in some way in the germ 
cell. If then the mature individual has arisen by 
differentiation and specialization from a single 
cell, manifestly it is not unthinkable to suppose 
that higher animals were likewise represented in 
the primordial protozoa. 

'With the evidence before us, conflicting as it 
is, it is clearly impossible at the present time to 
say how evolution has occurred, yet, if personal 
opinions are not out of place on an occasion of 
this kind, it may bo said that the inheritance of en- 
vironmental effects seems dertined to play a more 
important part in the final solution of organic 
descent than is accorded it at the present time. 

Desmotropy: Alvin 8. Wiixklke. 

The first case of keto-enol isomerism among the 
phenols of the naphthalene series was recently re- 
ported by Willstaetter and Wheeler. Juglone, a 
dyestuff in green 'walnut shells, yields on redue* 
tion 1, 4, 8-trihydroiynaphthalene, melting at 
162®. After once being melted it melts there- 
after at 96®. Since this type of compounds is 
very sensitive to alkalies, weakly basic reagents as 
semiearbazine and phenylsemicarbazine were em- 
ployed to detect the carbonyl group. The lower 
melting product was found to be the ketonic form. 
Some work, not yet published, on 1, 4, 5, fl-tetra- 
hydroxynaphthalene reveals another case of this 
nature. Here, however, it has been impossible to 
separate the two forms, the compound melting at 
154* responding rv»adily to both enoUe and ketonic 
reactions. Numerous isomerization methods fail 
to reveal another form. The application of 
Knorr’s ferric chloride and Kurt Meyer's bromine 
method to approximate the relative amounts of the 
isomers present is not practicable to the above 
cases. Ferric chloride oxidizes the compounds to 
quinones while bromine enters the ring of either 
fonn. 

The M-B Waterwheel and Ftmp for Farm Waiter* 

works; T. F. BiCKxasoN. 

The Hutchison -Hickerson waterwheel and pmnp, 
recently invented by B. B. Hatohinson of Wilklns- 
burg, Pa., and T. P. Hickerson, of Chapel BKll, 
N, C., ia a discovery of a new appttoatlon Of the 
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old principle of the overshot wheel in the design 
of A email easj running combination wheel and 
pump and etand (made in the factory eomplete 
for inatallation) to utilise the flow and fall of 
small brooks as power for operating eontinuouslj 
a pump which pushes pure spring water to higher 
elevations. The renoarkable simplieity, adaptabil- 
ity and reliability of this machine brings it in di- 
rect competition with hydraulic rams, aU of whose 
defects seem to be met satisfactorily by the wheel 
and pump. Qne dozen of these wheels and pumps 
have been Introduced in North Carolina during the 
past year. Among these is one which delivers 
every day through a vertical height of 45 feet 500 
gallons of spring water for a large farm home, 
where the power of the stream which operates the 
wheel is only Hoo of «- horse power. 

On Leidy*s Ouramceba and its Occurrence at 

Oreenshoro, N. C.; E. W. QuDOKr. 

In the fall of 1014 considerable numbers of 
large and active ouramcebas were found at Greens- 
boro. The amoebae themselves and the locality in 
which they were found were described. Their ac- 
tivities both In feeding and moving were discussed, 
and it was noted that there was no reversal of 
polarity, the tail-feather-like mass of fungous 
hyphs always remaining posterior. The history of 
this interesting organism was then reviewed, and 
the conclusion arrived at that ouramceba (tailed 
amoeba) is nothing but an ordinary amoeba which 
has ingested fungous spores which have germinated 
and formed a moss of mould hyphea which project 
from the posterior end of the animal. The full 
paper will be published shortly. 

Some Igneous Boohs of Mount Collier; John E. 

fiUCITB. 

Mount Collier is in Orange County, N. C., about 
five miles west of Chapel Hill. It Is typical of 
those igneous monadnocks of the eastern Piedmont, 
most of which rise to a common level about 200 
feet above the peneplain. It was formerly much 
higher and of greater extent : this is shown by the 
poskion of parts of the mountain that have been 
separaied from it by erosion, also by the fact that 
Ball Mountain, in Davidson and Eowan counties, 
of similar rock and structure, has been out by a 
river (Yadkin) which flows through it. That the 
upland level of the^ region la a peneplain is also 
proved by the presence of smooth, rounded quarts 
pebbles on this plain, The mountain consists 
ehiedj 0^ rhyolite which made its way up- 
ward ilong the contact between the ancient cryetal- 
line schists north of it and the granite on the 


south. On each of its slopes flow structure has 
been observed in the weathered rock and in many 
places where it is fresh. It is called Mount 
Collier in honor of Professor Collier Cobb, who, in 
1892, was the first to recognise its igneous origin. 
(Specimens and structure sections were used in 
presenting the paper.) 

Some Observations on the Bed Cedar: H. B. 

Totten. 

Juniperus virginima is probably the only one of 
the four eastern species of Jwniperus growing in 
North Carolina. Juniperus communis has been 
credited to the state, but its presence is doubted. 
The male and female flowers of Juniperus oir- 
giniana are borne on separate trees. The time of 
flowering is dependent upon the climate and 
weather. The male trees begin blooming first and 
the return of cold weather may delay the female 
trees. In both the seasons 1914 and 1915 the male 
trees began blooming nearly six weeks before the 
female trees. The young ** berry is formed soon 
after pollination by the growth and fusion of the 
sporophylls about the ovule. Fertilization takes 
place about the middle of June. The seeds are 
matured in the first season. The species is very 
variable in color and habit of growth, varying in 
the neighborhood of Chapel Hill and Durham in 
color from a glaucous to a deep green, and In 
form from an open spreading tree to a close 
spreading tree and to a narrow columnar tree. 
Seasonal Distribution of the Army Worm Moth ol 
BaleigK C..- C. 8/ Bexmley, 

Gives the result of some observations on the 
abundance of the army worm moth (Dsuoanta 
unipumota) at Raleigh in 1914, determined by the 
number caught on a number of nights in a 
''sugar ''-baited moth trap. The observations be- 
gan in mid- August, 1914, and have continued to 
the present time, May 7, 1916. The full data will 
appear in the current number of the Journal of the 
Elisha Mitchell Scientific Society. 

Signiiioanoe of Oossypol in the Cotton Plant: F, 

E, Cabeittb. 

Qossypol, C»H» 40 * (or possibly ac- 

cording to Marchlewskii appears to be a dihydrie 
(ortho) phenol. It oceora in peculiar glands, 
** resin glands," in idl parts of the cotton plant. 
Its physiological aignlfleance is not clear. The 
change in color of the cotton flower on aging is 
probably due to it. It is a yellow substance, dis- 
solving in HtSO« with a red color and oxidising 
eaidly in alkaline solution with a deep blue color, 

1 J, Prakt, Chemn, 1899, 60, p. 80. 
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It being studied in nn endeavor to show that it 
la a respiration pigment or an anthocyank sub> 
atanoe, rather than an end-product of plant metab- 
oUsnu. An efitort to elucidate its oonstitution is 
being made by the North Carolina Experiment 
Station. 

I"lp-p(zraa^tes os a Factor in eontrolli/ng Army- 

toorm in North Caroltna in l&H: E. Shseaian. 

The army-worm (HeliopMla unipunota) was de- 
structive in many localities in North Carolina in 
1914, attacking millet, grasses and grains. 
Tachma-fties were abundant and laid eggs on the 
worms. A lot of 634 army-worms was separated 
into groups according to number of eggs per 
worm, and rearlngs made. Worms without visible 
eggs matured less than 10 per cent, of moths. Of 
.worms with dy-eggs less than 1 per cent, matured 
moths. Highest development of flies was from 
worms with 3 parasitic eggs each (32.81 per 
cent.), the rate consistently declining both below 
and above that point. On all worms collected, the 
average was 2.44 fly -eggs per worm, close to the 
desired optimum. Outbreaks were of short dura- 
tion and there was no widespread damage by any 
later broods. A more detailed article covering 
this work will be found in Journal of JSconomio 
EniOTnology for April, 1935. 

On the Myth of the Ship-Mdeft the Scheneia or 

Memora: E. W. Gudoer* 

A brief account was given of some of the data 
relating to this myth, which began about the time of 
Pliny the Elder and persisted until about 1650. The 
true explanation was given by Ekman in 1904 in 
his work on * ^ dead water. ' ’ Material and data are 
being collected for a series of papers giving ao- 
eoimts of and explaining the myth, describing the 
use of the remora as a living fish hook, and lastly, 
giving as fully os possible the natural history of 
the fish — the matter of chief interest being the 
origin of the sucking disk. 

The Sesouality of the Filament of Spirogyra: 

Bsar CU17N1NOHAM. 

The general opinion, as shown by Wood (1878), 
Wolk (3887), DeToni, Klebs (1896), Vines, Ben- 
nett and Murry, and Mottlcr (1904), is that the 
fllamecta contain cells of one sex. West (1904), 
baaing his assertion upon Hassall (1845), states 
that cross conjugation is exceedingly rare in Oon- 
jugales. The writer found a Spirogyra which fol- 
lows the general description of Quodrata, with the 
exception of reproduction. This frequently oc- 
curred oa cross conjugation, the zygotes being in 
such a poi4tlon that it could not possibly be a 


combination of lateral and acalariforai* eonjuga* 
tion. This oceurrenoe would tend to prove that 
the fllameuts of some Bpirogyra at least are truly 
bisexual, and that the transition from Ibo bisex- 
ual to the uniaexual occurred in the family of 
Spirogyra, 

Abnormal Speeimme of Tarofsooim; S. W. Qxxbkk. 

This paper notes the oecurrenee of a clump of 
dandelions it a point 70 feet E.N.E. of the N.E. 
Corner of Cox ^11, on the campus of Guilford 
College. Seven specimens showed well fasoiation 
of the flower-stipes. The multiple-headed charac- 
ter was not so pronounced as noted by Klrsch 
('09): only two or three stipes in each of the 
specimens were united. The flower heads were 
either slightly confluent or independent. At the 
point of collection, the soil was unusually infer- 
tile, and the occurrence suggests Nieuwland's ( '09) 
conclusion that the abnormality is due to a physio- 
logical change due to unfavorable soil conditions, 
and to age. Bowditch ('00) has also noted fas- 
elation of the dandelion (T. off,) in an unfavor- 
able environment. Diligent search failed to find 
abnormal specimens outside of the local circum- 
scribed area, 

Eor the following papers no abstracts have been 
received. 

"The Present Btatus of the Martian Contro- 
versy," by A. H. Patterson. 

"Filose Phenomena in Pieces of Gonads of a 
Cubomediuta/ * by H. V. Wilson. 

"More EossU Plants from the Moncure Shales 
(32 specimens)," by Collier Oobb, 

"Cow Pea Weevil," by Z. P. Metcalf. 

"Qossypol, the Toxic Substance of Cottonseed 
Meal," by W, A. Withers and E. E. Oarruth, 

' * The Influence of Salt Solution on the Develop- 
ment of the Erog Egg," by W, C. George. 

"Experimental Alteration in the Direction of 
Growth of a Sponge, " by H. V. Wilson. 

"The Importance of Humidity in Health and 
the Arts (with demonstration of a new form of 
Humidifier of North Carolina Make),'' by A. H. 
Patterson. 

‘ ‘ Simplifying our Methods of Teaching Cell Di- 
vision," by Z. P. Metcalf. 

"Honadnocks and Metamorphism in the Ore- 
taeeouB Peneplain," by Collier Oobb. 

"The Origin of the do, re, mi Syllables for the 
Httsieal Seale," by A, H. Pattereon. 

"Notes on Geology of Smith's Island," by 
OoUier Oobb. 

E. W, GOMm, 
BOffhekfpy 
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THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE HEAVENS^ 

Although at the present time onr minds 
are largely absorbed by the war, the meet- 
ing of the British Association in Manchester 
indicates that we consider it right to make 
our annual review of scientific progress. I 
shall therefore mal» no apology for choos- 
ing the same subject for my address as I 
should have chosen in other circamstanoes. 
It is a subject far removed from war, being 
an account of the manner in which astron- 
omers have with telescopes and spectro- 
scopes investigated the skies and the con- 
clusions they have reached on what Herschel 
called ^*The Construction of the Heavens/' 

Our knowledge of the fixed stars, as they 
were called by the old astronomers, is of 
comparatively recent origin, and is derivedl 
from two sources: (1) the measurement of 
small changes in the positions of the stars 
in the sky, and (2) the analysis of the light 
received from them and the measurement 
of its amount. To this end the numerous 
instruments of a modern observatory have 
been devised. The desire to examine fainter 
objects, and still more the necessity of in- 
creasing the accuracy of observations, has 
brought about a continuous improvement in 
the range and accuracy of astronomical in- 
struments. Methods which had been per- 
fected for observations of a few stars have 
been extended So that they can be applied 
to a large number. For these reasons the 
progress of sidereal astronomy may seem 
to have gone on slowly for a time. The 
more rapid progress of recent years arises 

lAddrssB of the Pmaident of the Bection of 
Mathwati«s and Astronouiy at the Manoheater 
me^tiag of the British AHOciation for the Ad- 
vaaeosmt of Bcieoce. 
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from the aecumulation of data, for which 
we are indebted to generations of astron- 
omers, and from the gradual inorease in 
power and perfection of our instruments. 

The first insight into the stars as a whole 
naturally came from the survey of their 
numbers and distribution; and Herschel, 
who constructed the first great telescopes, 
explored the lieavens with untiring skill and 
energy, find speculated boldly on his ob- 
servations, is justly regarded as the founder 
of sidereal astronomy. In his great paper 
“On the Construction of the Heavens, 
Herschel gives the rules by which he was 
.guided, which I should like to quote, as 
they may well serve as a motto to all who 
are engaged in the observational sciences; 

But first let me mention that if we would hope to 
make any progress in an investigation of this deli- 
cate nature we ought to avoid two opposite ex- 
tremes of which I can hardly say which is the most 
dangerous. If we indulge a fanciful imagination 
and build worlds of our own, we must not wonder 
at our going wide from the path of truth and na- 
ture; but tlieae will vanish like the Cartesian vor- 
tices, that soon gave way when better theories were 
offered. On the other hand, if we add observation 
to observation, without attempting to draw not 
only certain conelusions but also conjectural views 
from them, we offend against the very end for 
which only observations ought to be made. I will 
endeavor to keep a proper medium ; but if I should 
deviate from that I could wish not to fall into the 
latter error. 

In this spirit he discussed the “star 
gauges*' or counts of stars visible with his 
great reflector in different parts of the sky, 
and concluded from them that the stars 
farm a cluster which stretches to an un- 
known but finite distance, considerably 
greater in the plane of the Milky Way than 
in the perpendicular direction, He gave 
this distance as 497 times that of Sirius, 
He did not hesitate to advance the theory 
that some of the nebulae were similar clus- 
ters of stars, of which that in Andromeda, 
judging from its size, was the nearest. 


Herschel had no means of telling the scale 
of the sidereal system, though he probably 
supposed the parallax of Sirius to be of tiie 
order of 1". 

Though some of the assumptions made by 
Herschel are^open to criticism, the result at 
which he arrived is correct in its general 
outline. I shall ^jattempt to give a brief 
account of some^f the principal methods 
used to obtain more definite knowledge of 
the extent and constitution of this “island 
universe.” The stars of which most is 
known are, in general, those nearest to us. 
If the distance of a star has been measured, 
its coordinates, velocity perpendicular to 
the line of sight, apd luminosity are easily 
found. In the case of a double star the 
orbit of which is known the mass may also 
be determined. But only a very small pro- 
portion of the stars are sufficiently near for 
the distance to be determinable with any 
accuracy. Taking the distance correspond- 
ing to a parallax of 1" or the parsec as 
unit — i. 6., 200,000 times the distance of 
the earth from the sun — fairly accurate 
determinations can be made up to a distance 
of 25 parsecs, but only rough ones for 
greater distances. 

For much greater distances average re- 
sults are obtainable from proper motions, 
and the mean distances of particular classes 
of stars — for instance, stars of a given 
magnitude or given type of spectrum — can 
be found with confidence up to a distance 
of 500 parsecs, and with considerable un- 
certainty to twice this distance. The den- 
sity of stars in space as a function of the 
distance, the percentage of stars within 
different limits of lumiuosity, the general 
tiwd of the movements of stars and their 
average velocities can also be found, within 
the same limits of distance. 

For all distances, provided the star is 
sufllciently bright, its velocity to or from 
the earth can be measured. Ths feneval 
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oMisidenitioQ of these velocities supplies 
eoinplementar 7 data which can not be ob- 
tained from proper motions, and oonflims 
other results obtained by their means. For 
distances greater than 1,000 parsecs our 
knowledge is generally very%ague. We 
have to rely on what can be learned from 
the amount and color of the light of the 
stars, and from their numbers in different 
parts of the sky. 

pabaltaz 

Let us begin with the portion of space 
nearest to us, within which the parallaxes 
of stars are determinable. The successful 
determination of stellar parallax by Bessel, 
Struve and Henderson in 1838 was a land- 
mark in sidereal astronomy. The distances 
of three separate stars were successfully 
measured, and for the first time the sound- 
ing line which astronomers had for cen- 
turies been throwing into space touched 
bottom. The employment of the heliometer 
which Bessel introduced was the main 
source of our knowledge of the distances of 
stars until the end of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, and resulted in fairly satisfactory 
determination of the parallaxes of nearly 
one hundred stars. For the part of space 
nearest to us this survey is suflSciently com- 
plete for us to infer t^ average distances 
of the stars from one another — 2^ to 8 
parsecs. The parallax determinations of 
double stars of known orbits lead to the 
result that the masses of stars have not a 
very great range, but lie between forty 
times and one tenth of the mass of the sun. 

When the absolute luminosities of the 
stars the distances of whidi have been 
measured are calculated, it is found that, 
unlike the nuMses, they exhibit a very great 
range. For example, Sirius radiates forty- 
eight times as much light as the son, and 
0rdombridge thirty-four only one hun- 
dredth part. This dow not ropresent any- 


thing like the complete range, and Oanopus, 
for example, may be ten thousand times as 
luminous as the sun. But among the stars 
near the solar system, the absolute luminos- 
ily appears to vary with the type of spec- 
trum. Thus Sirius, of type A, a blue 
hydrogen star, is forty-eight times as lu- 
minous as the sun; Proeyon of type F, — 
bluer than the sun, but not so blue as Sirius 
— ten times; « Centanri, which is nearly of 
solar type, is twice as luminous. 61 Cygni 
of type Kj — ^redder than the sun — one 
tenth as luminous; while the still redder 
star of type Ma, Or 34, is only one hun- 
dredth as luminous. In the neighborhood 
of the solar system one third of the stars 
are more Inminons and two thirds less lu- 
minous than the sun. The luminosity de- 
creases as the type of spectrum changes 
from A to M, t. e., from the blue stars to 
the red stars. 

These three results as to the density in 
space, the mass, and the luminosity have 
been derived from a very small number of 
stars. They show the great vallie of accu- 
rate detenninations of stellar parallax. So 
soon as the parallax is known, all the other 
observational data are immediately utilka- 
ble. At the commencement of the present 
century the parallaxes of perhaps eighty 
stars were known with tolerable aeonracy. 
Happily the number is now rapidly increas- 
ing by the lue of photographio methods. 
Within the last year or two, the parallaxes 
of nearly two hundred stars have been 
determined and published. This year a 
committee of the American Astronomical 
Society, unda^ the presidency of Professor 
Schlesinger, has been formed to coordinate 
the work of six or seven American and one 
or two English observatories. The oom- 
hined program contains 1,100 stars, of 
which 400 ate being measured by more than 
one observatory. We may expect results 
at the rate of two hundred a year, and 
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may therefore hope for a rapid increase of 
our knowledge of the stars within our im« 
mediate neighborhood. 

TELOOITIEB IK THE UKS OF BIQHT 
The determination of radial velocities 
was initiated by Huggins in the early 
’sixties, but trustworthy results were not 
obtained until photographic methods were 
introduced by Vogel in 1890. Since that 
time further increase in accuracy has been 
made, and the velocity of a bright star with 
sharp lines is determinable (apart from a 
systematic error not wholly explained) 
with an accuracy of i kilometer per second. 
As the average velocities of these stars are 
between 10 and 20 kilometers a second, the 
proportional accuracy is of a higher order 
than can be generally obtained in parallax 
determinations or in other data of sidereal 
astronomy. A number of observatories in 
the United States and Europe, as well as in 
South America, the Cape, and Canada, are 
engaged in this work. Especially at the 
Lick Observatory under Professor Camp- 
bell’s direction, the combination of a large 
telescope, a well-designed spectroscope and 
excellent climatic conditions have been 
utilized to carry out a bold program. At 
that observatory, with an offshoot at Cerro 
San Christobal in Chile, for the observa- 
tion of stars in the southern hemisphere, the 
velocities of 1,200 of the brightest stars in 
the sky have been determined. Among the 
results achieved is a determination of the 
direction and amount of the solar motion. 
The direction serves to confirm the results 
from proper motions, but the velocity is 
only obtainable accurately by this method. 
This quantity, which enters as a funda- 
mental constant in nearly all researches 
dealing with proper motion, is given by 
Campbell at 19.5 kilometers per second, or 
4.1 times the distance of the earth from 
the sun per annum, though there is some 


uncertainty arising teom. a systonatia error 
of unknown origin. 

The observations of radial velocities have 
shown within what limits the velocities of 
stars lie and have given a general idea of 
their distrilMition. The most important ns- 
Bolt, and one of a somewhat sarprising char- 
acter, is that the mean velocities of stars, 
the motion of the snn being abstracted, in- 
crease with the type of spectrum. Thus 
the stars of type B, the helium stars, the 
stars of the highest temperature, have 
average radial velocities of only 6.5 kilo- 
meters per second; the hydrogen stars of 
type A have average velocities of 11 kilo- 
meters per second; the solar stars of 15 
kilometers per second; while for red stars 
of types K and M it has increased slightly 
more to 17 kilometers per second. Further, 
the few planetary nebnlte — i. e., condensed 
nebulae with bright line spectra — ^have aver- 
age velocities of 25 kilometers per second. 
There can be no question of the substantial 
accuracy of these results, as they are closely 
confirmed by discussions of proper motions. 
They are, however, very difficult to imder- 
stand. On the face of it, there does not 
seem any reason why stars of a high tem- 
perature should have specially high veloc- 
ities. A suggestion has been thrown out by 
Dr. Halm that as the helium stars have 
greater masses, these results are in accord- 
ance with an equi-partiti(m of energy. But 
the distances of stars apart is so great that 
it seems impossible that this could he 
brought about by their interaction. Pro- 
fessor Eddington suggests that the veloc- 
ities may be an indicaticm of the part of 
^tace at which the stars were formed («. g., 
stars of small mass in outlying portions), 
and represents the kinetic energy they have 
acquired in amving at their present posi- 
tions. 

The stars the radial vdooities of which 
have been determined are, gaacraBy qpeak^ 
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brighter than the fifth magnitude, 
Fainter stars are now being observed. At 
the Mount Wilson Observatory, Professor 
Adams has determined the velocities of 
stars of known parallaxes, as there are great 
advantages in obtaining compltlte data for 
stars where possible. Exten^on of line-of- 
si^t determinations to fainter stars is sure 
to bring a harvest of useful results, and a 
number of great telescopes are engaged, and 
others will shortly join in this important 
work. 

PROPER MOTIONS 

As proper motions are determined by the 
comparison of the positions of stars at two 
different epochs, they get to be known with 
constantly increasing accuracy as the time 
interval increases. The stars visible to the 
naked eye in the northern hemisphere were 
accurately observed by Bradley in 1755. 
Many thousands of observations of faint 
stars down to about 9.0 m, were made in 
the first half of the nineteenth century. An 
extensive scheme of reobservation was car- 
ried out about 1875 under the auspices of 
the Astronomische Gesellschaft. A great 
deal of reobservation of stars brighter than 
the ninth magnitude has been made this 
century in connection with the photographic 
sisirvey of the heavens. For the bright stars 
all available material has been utilized and 
^ir proper motions have been well deter- 
mined, and for the fainter stars this is being 
gradually accomplished. 

Proper motions differ widely and irreg- 
ularly in amount and direction. Hersebel 
ofcwfTved a tendency of a few stars to move 
towards one point of the sky, and attributed 
this rign of regularity to a movement of the 
•otar system in the opposite direction. But 
puzzling differences given by different 
methods remained unexplained until the 
^fficulty was resolved by Professor 
Xapteyn in a paper read before this section 
o| the British Association at its meeting in 


South Africa ten years ago. He showed 
that the proper motions had a general tend- 
ency towards two different points of the sky 
and not towards one only, as would be ex- 
pected if the motions of the stars themselves 
were haphazard, but viewed from a point 
in rapid motion. He concluded from this 
that there was a general tendency of the 
stars to stream in two opposite directions. 
It is interesting to notice that this great 
discovery was made by a simple graphical 
examination of the proper motions of stars 
in different regions of the sky, after the 
author had spent much time in examining 
and criticizing the different methods which 
had been adopted for the determination of 
the direction of the solar motion. The sub- 
ject was brought into a clearer and more 
exact shape by the analytical formulation 
given to it by Professor Eddington, and. 
after him by Professor Sehwarzschildt 
This star-^streaming is corroborated by 
observations of velocities in the line of 
sight. It applies — with the exception of 
the helium stars — to all stars which are 
near enough for their proper motions to be 
determinable. We may say with certainty 
that it extends to stars at distances of two 
or three hundred parsecs; it may extend 
much further, but I do not think we have at 
present much evidence of this. Professor 
Turner pointed out that the convergence of 
proper motions did not necessarily imply 
movements in parallel directions, and sug- 
gested that the star-streams were movements 
of stars to and from a center. The agreement 
of the radial velocities with the proper mo- 
tions seems to me to be opposed to this sugges- 
tion, and to show that star-streaming indi- 
catesapproximate parallelism in two opposite 
directions in the motions of the stars exam- 
ined. As the great majority of these stars 
are comparatively near to us, it is possible 
that this parallelism is mainly confined to 
them, and indicates the general directions 
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6f the orhital motiona of stan in the neigh- 
borhood. An attempted explanation on 
these lines, as on Professor Turner's, im- 
plies that the sun is some distanoe from the 
«enter of the stellar system. 

A discovery of an entirely different char- 
acter was made by Professor Boss in 1908. 
He spent many years in constructing a 
great catalogue giving the most accurate 
positions and motions of 6,200 stars obtain- 
able from all existing observations. This 
catalogue, which was published by the Car- 
megie Institution, was intended as a pi’elim- 
iinary to a still larger one which would give 
^he accurate positions and motions of all 
tthe stars down to the seventh magnitude. 
In the course of this work Professor Boss 
found that forty or fifty stars scattered 
over a considerable region of the sky near 
the constellation Taurus were all moving 
towards the same point in the sky and with 
nearly' the same angular velocity. He in- 
ferred that these stars were all moving in 
parallel directions with an equal linear 
velocity, and the supposition was verifiW, 
in the case of several of them, by the deter- 
mination of their radial velocities. From 
these data he was able to derive the distanoe 
of each star and thus its position in space. 
The existence of a large group of stars, 
separated from one another by great dis- 
tances, and aU having the same motion in 
space, is a very remarkable phenomenon. 
It shows, as was pointed out by Professor 
Eddington, how small is the gravitational 
action of one star on another, and that the 
movement of each star is determined by the 
total attraction of the whole mass of the 
stars. Several other interesting moving 
clusters have been found since. For all the 
stars belonging to these clusters, the dis- 
tances have been found, and from them lu- 
minosities and velocities of individual stars, 
partioulare v^ioh are generally only ob- 
tainable for stars much nearer to us. 


[N. a Vox., zm. Ko. Mir 

Proper motions are the m^ Boaroo <^ 
our knowledge of the distances of staSes 
which are beyond the reach of determtea- 
tion by annual parallax. If a star ware 
known to be at rest its distance could be 
calculated from the shift of its apparent 
position caused by the translation of the 
solar motion. As the solar system moves 
410 times the distance of the earth from the 
sun in a century, this gives a displacement 
of 1" for a star at the distance of 500 
parsecs. This method has been applied by 
Kapteyn to determine the distances of the 
helium stars, as their velocities are suffi- 
ciently small to be neglected in comparison 
with that of the solar system. But gen- 
erally it is only possible to find the mean 
distances of groups of stars of such siae 
that it may be assumed that the peculiar 
motions neutralize one another in the mean. 
For example, the average distance of stars 
of type A, or stars of the fifth magnitude, 
or any other group desired may be found. 
In tUs way Kapteyn has found from the 
Bradley stars that the mean parallax of 
stars of magnitude m is given by the 
formula 

log. »•«=— 1.108 — 0.126 *». 

In conjunction with another observa- 
tional law which expresses the number of 
stars as a function of the magnitude, this 
leads to a determination of the density o( 
stars in space at different distances from ns, 
and also of the ‘'luminosity law,’* i. e., the 
percentage of stars of different absolute 
brightness. Professors Seeliger and Kapteyn 
have shown in this way that there is a cOBr 
siderable falling off of star-density as we 
go further from the solar system. It seems 
to me very necessary that this should be 
investigated in greater detail for different 
parts of the sky separately. A ganend 
mathematical solutitm of general question 
which ariae in the treatment, d aatronom* 
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ical statistics has been given by Professor 
Schwarzschild. His investigations are of 
the greatest value in showing the exact de^ 
pendence of the density, luminosity and 
velocity laws on the statistical facts which 
can be collected from observation. The 
many interesting statistical studies which 
have been made are liable to be rather be- 
wildering without the guidance furnished 
by a general mathematical survey of the 
whole position. 

When the proper motions are considered 
in relation to the spectral types of the stars, 
the small average velocities of the hydrogen 
stars and still smaller ones of the helium 
stairs found from line-of-sight observations 
are confirmed. If stars up to a definite 
limit of apparent magnitude, say, to 6.0 m., 
or between certain limits, say 8.0 m. and 
9.0 m., are considered, then the solar stars 
are found to be much nearer than either the 
red or the blue stars. Thus both red and 
blue stars must be of greater intrinsic lu' 
mxnosity than the solar stars. As regards 
blue stars, this agrees with results given by 
parallax observations. But the red stars 
i^pear to consist of two classes, one of great 
and one of feeble luminosity, and it does 
not seem that a sufficient explanation is 
given by the fact that a selection of stars 
blighter than any given apparent magni- 
tude will include the very luminous stars 
which are at a great distance, but only 
such stars of feeble luminosity as are very 
niar. 

The significance of these facts was 
pointed out by Professor Hertzsprung and 
Fhofessor Bussell. They have a very im- 
portant bearing on the question of stellar 
evolution, a subject for diiousBion at a later 
BieeiiQg this week. From the geometrical 
ppint of view of my address these facts are 
of importance in that they help to classify 
the extraordinarily large range found in 
'file luminosities of Stan. Putting the 


matter somewhat broadly, the A stars, or 
hydrogen stan, are on the average intrin- 
sically 6 magnitudes brighter than the sun, 
whilst the range in their magnitudea is such 
that half of them are within i magnitude 
of the mean value. The stan of type M, 
very red stars, are of two classes. Some of 
them are as luminous as the A stars, and 
have a similar range about a mean value 5 
magnitudes brighter than the sun. Othem, 
on the contrary, have a mean intrinaie 
brightness 5 magnitudes fainter than the 
sun and with the same probable deviation 
of I magnitude. Between the types M and 
A there are two classes the distance apart 
of which diminishes as the stars become 
bluer. The facts in support of this conten- 
tion are very forcibly presented by Pro- 
fessor Bussell in Nature in May, 1914. If 
this hypothesis is true, and it seems to me 
there is much to be said in its favor, then 
the apparent magnitude combined with the 
type of spectrum will give a very fair ap- 
proximation to the distances of stars which 
are too far away for their proper motions 
to be determinable with accuracy. 

In dealing with the proper motions of the 
brighter stars, the shy has been considered 
as a whole. Now that the direction and 
amount of the solar motion are known, we 
may hope that, as more proper motions be- 
come available, the different parts of the 
sky 'will be studied separately. In this way 
we shall obtain more detailed knowledge of 
the streaming, and also of the mean dis- 
tances of stars of different magnitudes in 
all parts of the sky, leading to a determina- 
tion of how the denaity of stars in space 
changes in different directions. A second 
line of research which may be expected to 
give important resoltB is in the relationship 
of proper motions to spectral type. There 
is iu preparation at Harvard College by 
Miae Oannon, under Professor Pickering’s 
direction, a catalogue giving the type of 



442 


SCIENCE 


[N. a VoL. XLH. No, i6§8 


Btpectrum of every star brighter than the 
ninth magnitude. It would be very desir- 
able to determine the proper motions of all 
these stars. If all the material available is 
examined it should be possible to do this to 
a very large extent. 

PHOTOMETRY AND COIjOR 

For the more distant parts of the heav- 
ens proper motions are an uncertain guide, 
and we must depend on what can be learned 
from the light of the stars by means of 
stellar photometry, determinations of color, 
and studies of stellar spectra. Speaking 
generally, we attempt to discover from the 
nearer stars sufficient about their intrinsic 
luminosities to enable us to use the appar- 
ent magnitude as an index of the distances 
of the stars which are further away. The 
most striking example is found in Professor 
Hertzsprung’s determination of the dis- 
tance of the small Magellanic cloud. From 
a knowledge of the characteristics of the 
Cepheid variables found in this cloud by 
Miss Leavitt, and their apparent magnitude, 
he deduced the distance of the cloud as 
10,000 parsecs. 

Much attention has been given of late 
years to stellar photometry. In 1899 Pro- 
fessor Pickering published the Revised 
Harvard Photometry giving the magni- 
tudes of all stars brighter than 6.6 m. In 

1907 Messrs. Miiller and Kempf completed 
a determination of 14,199 stars of the north- 
ern hemisphere brighter than 7.5 m. In 

1908 a catalogue of 36,682 stars fainter 
than 6.6 m. was published at Harvard. 
These determinations derive additional im- 
portance as they give the means of stand- 
ardizing estimates of magnitude made by 
eye, particularly the many thousands of the 
Bonn Durchmusteruug. 

By the labors of Professor Pickering and 
his colleagues at Harvard, Professor 
Sohwarzsehild, Professor Parkhurst at 


Yerkes, Professor Seares at Mount Wilson, 
and others, the determinations of the mag- 
nitudes of stars by photography has made 
rapid strides. As yet no complete cata- 
logues of photographic magnitude corre- 
sponding to the Revised Harvard Photom- 
etry have been published, though consider- 
able parts of the sky and special areas, such 
as the Pleiades, have been carefully studied. 
The determination of the photographic mag- 
nitudes of any stars which may be required 
is, however, a comparatively simple matter 
when the magnitudes of sufficient standard 
stars have been found. A trustworthy and 
uniform scale has been to a large extent 
secured by the use of extra-focal images, 
gratings and screens in front of the object 
glass, and the study of the effects of differ- 
ent apertures and different times of ex- 
posure. 

At Harvard and Mount Wilson, standard 
magnitudes of stars near the north pole 
have been published extending to nearly 
the twentieth magnitude. In the part of 
the range extending from 10.0 m. to 16.0 m. 
these agree very satisfactorily. There is, 
however, a difference of 0.4 m. in the scale 
l>etween 6.0 m. and 10.0 m, which needs to 
be cleared up. 

A uniform and accurate scale of magni- 
tude ig of fundamental importance in counts 
of the numbers of stars. Such counts aim 
at the determination of two things: (1) 
how the numbers vary in different parts of 
the sky, and (2) what is the ratio of the 
number of stars of each magnitude to that 
of the preceding magnitude in the same area 
of the sky. The counts of stars from the 
gauges of Sir William and Sir John Her- 
schel, those of the stars contained in the 
Bonn Durchmusterung, those made hjy 
Professor Celoria, and the recent counts 
the Franklin-Adama plates by Dr. Cfhap- 
man and Mr. Melotte, all agree in showinlr 
a continuous increase of stars m we proeeeA 
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from the pole of the galaxy to the galaxy 
itself. The importance of this fact is that 
it shows a close connection between the 
Milky Way and the stars nearer to us. The 
Milky Way is not a system of stars beyond 
the others, but is the primary feature of our 
‘ ‘ island universe. ’ ’ 

Photometric observations have acquired 
additional importance from the differences 
between photographic and visual magni- 
tudes. The ordinary plate is more sensi- 
tive to blue light than the eye, and the 
difference between the photographic and 
visual (or photo-visual) magnitude of a star 
is an index of the color. The color index 
is found by observation to be related very 
closely to the type of spectrum. Professor 
Seares has shown from the color indices 
that as the stars become fainter they be- 
come progressively redder. Professor 
Hertzsprung has found the same thing by 
the use of a grating in front of the object 
glass. Among stars of 17.0 m. visual mag- 
nitude, Seares found none with a color 
index less than 0.7; this is approximately 
the color index of a star of solar type, i, e., 
near the middle of the range from blue stars 
to red stars. 

There are three ways in which this may 
occur. The stars may be bright but very 
distant red stars ; or they may be faint red 
stars, like those in the immediate neighbor- 
hood of the sun ; or there may have been an 
absorption of blue light. It is not possible 
to say in what proportion these causes have 
contributed. The red stars of 9.0 m. and 
10.0 m. are nearly all very luminous but 
distant bodies, but it seems likely that stars 
of 17.0 m. will contain a greater proportion 
of stars of raall luminosity. 

The absorption of light in space is very 
small, and as yet imperfectly determined. 
Professor Kapteyn and Mr. Jones, by com- 
paring the color indices of stars of large and 
small propmr motion, make the differenee 


between the absorption of photogpraphic and 
visual light as 1 m. in 2,000 parsecs. The 
question has been examined directly by 
Professor Adams, who hag obtained speotra 
of near and distant stars which are identical 
as regards their lines, and has examined the 
distribution of the continuous light. This 
direct method of comparison showed that 
the more distant star was always weaker in 
violet light. But as both these investiga- 
tions show that very luminous stars are in- 
triusically somewhat bluer tiian less lu- 
minous stars of the same spectral type, the 
two causes require further research for 
their disentanglement. The question is of 
importance, as it may serve in some muip* 
to determine the distances of very remote 
bodies the type of spectrum of which is 
known. 

It must be admitted that we are as yet 
very ignorant of the more distant parts of 
the “island universe." For example, we 
can make little more than guesses at the 
distance of the Milky Way, or say what 
part is nearest to us, what are its move- 
ments, and so on. But, nevertheless, the 
whole subject of the construction of the 
heavens has been opened up in a remark- 
able manner in the last few years. The 
methods now employed seem eompetent to 
produce a tolerably good model showing the 
coordinates and velocities of the stars as 
well as their effective temperatures and the 
amount of light they radiate. Industry in 
the coUeetion of accurate data is required, 
along with constant attempts to interpret 
them as they are collected. The more accu- 
rate and detailed onr knowledge of the 
strilar system as it is now, the better will be 
oar position tor the dynamical and physical 
stud^ of its history and evolution. 

P, W. Dvbon 

TBB SOTAL OSSXaVATOXT, 

OtaiurwioB 
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A NSW PSOFSSSION 

The following extracts from a paper entitled 
^Applied Biology, A New Profession/’ em- 
pliasiEing the opportunities for men in sani- 
tary engineering, public health work and mu* 
nicipal engineering was read before the Civil 
and Sanitary Engineering Section of the 
Alumni Convention at Pittsburgh, February 
20, and the complete article can be found 
in the reports of the convention. 

With inereaBing urbanization caused by the flux 
from the country districts to the cities and all 
the results which accrue from the consequent 
overcrowding and the extension to a greater num* 
ber of people of an artifleiaJ mode of living, the 
chances for morbidity and mortality are greatly 
increased. To offset these conditions and to min- 
imize these dangers, there has grown up in the 
last quarter century a new profession, sanitary 
science or preventive medicine, concerned with the 
prevention and control of disease rather than with 
cure, and as the proverbial ounce of prevention’’ 
is still worth a pound of cure” and as the in- 
crease of perplexing problems, which are the out- 
growth of these constantly extending artificial con- 
ditions, is apparent, the new profession would be 
justified even if the brilliant deeds it has accom- 
plished, during the few years it has been in ex- 
istence, were unknown. Those of you who ara 
interested in this work know of many instances 
in your own experience to corroborate my asser- 
tion. That this new field is entirely distinct from 
that of curative medicine and that it contains 
many problems which the ordinary phyaieian is not 
fitted either by training or by experience to solve, is 
proved by the fact that our more progressive med- 
ical schools are offering a tliree-year post-gradu- 
ate course to their students, in order that they 
may be properly qualified to cope with the prob- 
lems of sanitary science. 

The following extract from the health bulletin 
of one of OUT most progressive states further em- 
phasizes this point. * ^ The practise often followed 
of naming the leading practitioner as health offi- 
cer is by no means indicative of a good choice. 
It is probably mere often th© reverse. A physi- 
cian becomes a competent practitioner only after 
intelligent and arduous study of curative measures. 
The more successful be is the more he has spe- 
cialized in his chosen work to the exclusion of 
those particular eoianoes that have to do with pre- 
ventive measures.” 


For those of you who are interested chiefly In 
the engineering side of public health work, it is 
desirable to review the applications of biology to 
sanitary science, In order to make clear the great 
number of points at which this subject touches 
the welfare of humanity. There is, perhaps, no 
better way of doing this than by examining the 
curriculum of that institution which was a pioneer 
in this field and noting the practical applications 
of the various subjects therein contained. 

First and foremost in this curriculum comes 
the course in general biology, which is the study 
of the physics and chemistry of living matter, 
and if our thesis is that we are trying to improve 
human living conditions and better the environ- 
ment of mankind in general, what better way le 
there of approaching a solution of this difficiflt 
problem than by studying the simpler forms and 
their correspondingly simpler reactions to changes 
in their environment! And what subject more 
fundamental could be imagined than that one, 
which from its very name means the study of liv- 
ing things! 


An independent piece of research work, n 
thesis, is also required and this tends to develop 
the resourcefulness of the individual when he Is 
thrown upon his own responsibility. To the prag- 
matist, who claims that the work of the Invesld- 
gator in pure science has no practical value, it is 
but necessary to point out there is only a very 
little research that sooner or later does not meet 
with a practical application; the pure science <tf 
to-day becoming the applied science of to-morrow. 
On completion of this course, the student in biol- 
ogy has a four-fold possibility before him: first, 
openings in the various flel^ of public health 
work; second, positions in the fermentation indus- 
tries; third, teaching positions, either in biology 
or its practical applications; fourth, an oppor- 
tunity to build upon this excellent foundation A 
medical education. 

The supply of persons properly trained to 
teach biology, especially its applications to public 
health work and of those adequately equipped to 
occupy field positions, is far below the demand. 
One ^ds in many of these positions, incompetent 
men; men who are not fitted by either training or 
experience to solve problems related to the public 
health in a sound, rational, scientific manner, but 
who work by some rule of thumb method or dis- 
pose of their problems in a manner similar to fbat 
of the alchemists of the middle agea Xt is true 
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that thera are inanj unsolrad questions in this 
nearly virgin field, and because of this and for the 
further reason that our cities still continue to en- 
large, thus increasing our needs for sanitation, the 
opportunities in this field, especially in our rapidly 
growing west and middle west, are legion and 
because of these facts advance in most of the 
positions is comparatively rapid. This training 
enables a person to guide in a scientific manner 
such important movements as tuberculosis control, 
the establishment of milk depots, school inspection, 
the proper collection of vital statistics, proper 
housing, public health organization, in fact any 
question dealing with or intimately associated 
with matters pertaining to the conservation of 
life. 

In this new field, we find sanitsury biologists, 
sanitary engineers and sanitary chemists working 
together for a solution of such problems as pro- 
viding a safe water supply and sewerage system, 
controlling epidemics of disease, enforcing proper 
eare in the handling of food materials, in short, 
attempting the beet solution of the particular 
public health problems which confront any given 
community. 

There is no subject of greater interest to peo- 
ple in general than that of their own health and 
they recognize that this is closely related to quea- 
tions of public health, for on the subject of dis- 
ease and death we all meet on common ground. 
Because of this interest, the subject is much dis- 
euBsed, and it is not surprising to find much mis- 
information afloat because persons often appoint 
themselves authority pro-tem in social gatherings, 
and give decisions which have no background of 
fact or wisdom. A short time ago 1 heard from a 
reliable source that a man in a public health posi- 
tion said that typhoid carriers could be detected 
by blood cultures and from smother *' authority 
eame the statement that a T-bone steak, in the 
bottom of a well, was responsible for an outbreak 
of typhoid fever which occurred in the community 
in which the well was situated. Iiater 1 received 
a graphic description of how hordes of typhoid 
germs sallied forth from the eareass of a horse 
which was in a river bed, and calmly awaited un- 
suspecting persons drinking from the stream. 

Unscrupulous persons, either in their desire for 
publicity or in order to '^^prind an axe’’ of their 
owi^ tai^ advantage of this desire on the part of 
the public to be informed on health matters, by 
uttering half-truths or deliberately trifling with 
facts, to such on extent that wrong ideas gain 


ground and it takes much time to eradicate these 
false impressions. By such unscrupulous persons, 
the march of progress is materially hindered. 
Politicians and others with no knowledge of pub- 
lic health matters and not appreciating the 
gravity of their deeds sometimes depose good men 
or so curtail their powers that they are unable to 
discharge their duties efficiently or to serve the 
best interests of the community. 


It is over a half century since the theory of 
spontaneous generation or abiogenesis was finally 
overthrown, and while no one at the present time 
believes that eels can arise de novo from mud and 
slime or that mice can be generated from dirty 
flannel and corn, the idea is still current that 
decaying material and the consequent evil odors; 
poor plumbing; the catching of cold; etc., per 
se provide a suitable environment for generating 
disease-producing microorgauisma Nothing could 
be further from the truth, for a study of biology 
teaches us that between the living and non-living 
world we have one of the best deflned barriers 
in nature, and that no living material, not even 
the humblest bacterial cell, comes into existence 
without the intervention of preexisting life of the 
same type. 

Again quoting from one of our monthly state 
health bulletins; '^Bemoving health departmente 
from politics; selecting the right man, paying him 
the right salary, and permanent tenure of the 
position will do much to correct existing evils. 
There is no official of more importance to any 
community than a conscientious and capable 
health officer. The conserver of the health of our 
people is a benefactor of the race and worthy of 
the highest honors In the gift of the state. ” 


In closing allow me to quote Disraeli and express 
my strong sympathy with his ideas: '^The public 
health is the foundation on which reposes the 
happiness of the people and the power of the 
country. The care of the public health is the first 
duty of a statesman." J, E. Rubh 

Daw. Of Bioloot ahu Bobuo Hbaltk, 
CUEKnont iNSTmrax or Tiohkoldgt 


TjffB nSOOKD SCIEI^TIFIO 

AND ITS SECTION OF 
ANTHEOFOLOGT 

tv aooordanoe with the resolutions of the 
First Pan-American Soientiflo Congress, held 
in Santiago, Chile, December 35, 1908, to 
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J anuary 6, 1909, a Second Pan-American 
Scientific Con^SB will meet in Washington 
next December under the auspices of the gov- 
ernment of the United States. The congress 
will open on Monday, December 27, 1916, and 
adjourn on Saturday, January 8, 1916. 

The executive committee of the congress is 
as follows ; 

William Phillipfl, A.B., third assistant secretary 
of state, ehainnan ex-officio, 

James Brown Scott, J.U.D., secretary, Carnegie 
Kndowment for International Peace, vice chairman. 

William H. Welch, M.D., LL.D., prerident, Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences, honorary vice chair- 
inra. 

John Barrett, liL.D., director general, Pan-Amer- 
ican Union. 

W, H. Bixby, Brigadier General, U. 8. A., re- 
tired. 

Philander P. Claxton, UL.D., commissioner of 
education. 

William 0. Gorgas, M.B., Sc.D,, surgeon general, 
tJ. S. A. 

William H. Holmes, B.8., head curator, Smith- 
sonian Institution. 

Hennen Jennings, C.E., former president, Lon- 
don Institution Mining and Metallurgy. 

George M. Rommel, B.S., chief, Animal Hus- 
bandry Hi vision, Bureau of Animal Industry, De- 
partment of Agriculture. 

L. S. Rowe, Ph.D., president, American Academy 
of Political and Social Science. 

Robert 8. Woodward, Ph.D., president, Carnegie 
Institution of Washington, 

The organization officers are: 

John Barrett, LL.D., secretary general. 

Glen Levin Swiggett, Ph.D., assistant secretary 
general. 

The headquarters are at the Pan-American 
Union, Washington, D. C. 

The Pan-American Scientific Congress had 
its origin in the scientific congresses that had 
been held by the republics of Latin America 
prior to the congress in Santiago, and was 
established with the generous conviction that 
the United States should share in their under- 
taking. This conviction was splendidly shown 
in the unsolicited and voluntary action of the 
first congress in the eelection of Washington 
as the place of meeting of the second congress, 
the main purpose of which will be to increase 


the exchange of knowledge and bring about a 
better understanding of the ways in which the 
several republics can work to the advancement 
of science, the increase of culture and the pro* 
motion of trade, commerce and mutual hdp- 
fulness. In view of the fact that this second 
congress is to be held under the auspices of the 
government of the United States, it is earn- 
estly hoped that our foremost scientists, 
learned societies and educational institutions 
will cooperate in every way possible in order 
to insure the success of the congress. 

The nine main sections of the program of 
the congress, with the name of the chairman in 
charge of each section, are as follows: 

I, Anthropology, Mr. William H. Holmes. 

II. Astronomy, Meteorology and Seismology, 
Mr. Robert 8. Woodward. 

III. Conservation of Natural Resources, AgricuL 

ture, Irrigation and Forestry, Mr. George 
M. Rommel. 

IV. Education, Mr. P. P. Claxton. 

V. Engineering, General W. H. Bixby. 

VI. International Law, Public Law and Juris- 
prudence, Mr. James Brown Scott. 

VII. Mining and Metallurgy, Sconomie Geology 
and Applied Chemistry, Mr. Hennen Jen- 
nings. 

VIII. Public Health and Medical Science, General 
Wm. C, Gorgas. 

IX. Transportation, Commerce, Finance and Tax- 
ation, Mr. L. S. Rowe. 

Each section is divided further into sub- 
sections. There are forty-five of the latter in 
all, each with a special committee and pro- 
gram. The deliberation B of the congress will 
be based, in consequence, according to the 
subject-matter to be discussed in the various 
sub-sections. In addition to the general ses- 
sions of the congress, there will be joint ses- 
sions between the different sections and sub- 
sections. Several of the leading national asso- 
ciations of the United States, concerned with 
the investigation of subjects of pertinent in- 
terest to some of the sections of the congtess, 
have received and accepted invitations from 
the executive committee of the Second Pan- 
American Scientific Congress to meet in Wash* 
ington at the amae time and hoM one or more 
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ipijb9tt Bessions with a seotion or Bub-section of 
oorrespondiiig interest. 

The following peraone will be memberB of 
the. congress : 

The official delegates of the countries represented. 

The representatives of the universities^ institutes^ 
societies and scientific bodies of the countries rep- 
resented. 

6nch persons in the countries participating in 
the congress as may be invited by the executive 
ommittee^ with the approval of the countries rep- 
resented. 

All writers of papers. 

All members of the congress shall be en- 
titled to attend its sessions, to take part in the 
debates, and to receive a copy of such pmblica- 
tions as the executive committee may issue. 
There will be no membership fee of any 
character. 

The interest throughout Latin America for 
the congress is steadily growing. The execu- 
tive committee is assured that all of these 
countries appreciate deeply the active prepara- 
tions now being made in Washington for a 
successful meeting, and will avail theraselves 
generously of this great opportunity for Pan- 
American solidarity of action in intellectual 
interests. Each of the participating Latin 
American countries, eighteen in number, has 
been invited to appoint a committee to co- 
operate with the executive committee of the 
congress and to make such arrangements as 
will insure the most generous participation of 
each country in the congress through the at- 
tendance of delegates and representation on 
the program. A feature of particular impor- 
tance and appealing interest to the Latin 
American countries is that of the special Pan- 
American topics which will be discussed at the 
time of the congress in a series of conferences. 
The various sections of the congress, and in 
some oases the different sub-sections, have 
designated certain topics to be discussed in 
this manner. Each country has been incited 
to select its most eminent writers to prepare 
papers on these topics, one person for each 
topic. 

Section I will discuss snoh subdeots afi relate 
to the origin, devebpment and ^atribution Of 


xna3Qkind into ethnic, social and political 
groups. Of particular interest are the topics 
which refer to the chronology of the American 
race and the erolution of its culture, and the 
complex of races end nationalities now consti- 
tuting the Pan-American populations. 

The chairman of this section is Mr, William 
Henry Holmes, head curator of anthropology, 
United States National Museum. Mr. Holmes 
is a member of the leading national and for- 
eign societies devoted to research in the fields 
of archeology and anthropology. He was a 
delegate to the First Pan-American Scientific 
Congress, which met in Santiago, Chile, in 
1908, Dr, Ales Hrdlicka, curator of the divi- 
sion of physical anthropology, United States 
National Museum, is the secretary of this 
section. 

In addition to the chairman and the secre- 
tary, the committee in charge of the program 
of Section I includes the following representa- 
tives of important institutions, societies and 
other organizations devoted in whole or in 
part to the science of man : 

P, W. Hodge, of the Bureau of American Eth- 
nology, Smitheonian Institution. 

Walter Hough, of the United States National 
Museum, 

J. Walter Fewkos, of the National Academy of 
Sciences. 

Boland B. Dixon, of Harvard University. 

O. 0. Willoughby, of the Peabody Museum of 
American Archeology and Ethnology, Harvard 
University. 

0eoTge B. Gordon, of the University of PeitnBy]- 
vania. 

Frederick Starr, of the University of Chicago. 

Albert Ernest Jenks, of the University of Min- 
nesota. 

Frans Boas, of Colombia University. 

Hiram Bingham, of Yale University. 

Warren K, Moorehead, of the Phillips Academy 
Mueeum, Andover, Ifass. 

A. L. Kroeber, of the University of California. 

Elisabeth Duncan Putnam, of the Davenport 
Academy of Sciences, Davenport, Iowa. 

Alice C. Fletcher, of the Archeological Institute 
of America. 

Stewart Onltn, of the Museum of the Brooklyn 
Institute of Arts and Scieneea 

lit. H. Saville, of the Heye Museum, New Tork. 
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S. A. Barretti of the Milwaukee Public MuMum. 

George A. Doree^i of the Field Museum of Nat* 

ural History. 

Arthur C, Parker, of the Museum of the State of 
New York. 

O. F, Lummis, of the Southwest Museum, Los 
Angeles, 

George Grant MacOurdy, of the Yale University 
Museum. 

John R. Swantou, of the Anthropological Society 
of Washington. 

T. Mitchell Prudden, of the American Bthnolog- 
ical Society, New York. 

Clark WisBler, of the American Museum of Nat- 
ural History, New York. 

Pliny E. Goddard, of the American Folk-Lore 
Society. 

Waldo Lincoln, of the American Antiquarian So- 
ciety. 

Sylvanus 0. Morley, of the Oamegie Institution. 

Edgar L. Hewett, of the School of American 
Archeology. 

H. M. Whelpley, of the Missouri Historical So* 
Ciety. 

J. C. Branner, of Leland Stanford Junior Uni- 
versity. 

Mr. W. C. Mills, of the Ohio State University. 

For this section some of the most distin- 
guished scientists in Pan- America have been 
invited to prepare papers on the BubjectB d^ 
scribed in the preliminary program, edition of 
April 16, a copy of which may be obtained on 
request to the secretary general of the con- 
gress. 

The following topic has been proposed by 
Section I for the series of Pan-American con- 
ferences: *'The desirability of uniform laws 
throughout the Pan-American countries for 
the protection of antiquities, the systematic 
promotion of anthropological research and the 
collection and scientific treatment of museum 
materials.” 

The Nineteenth International Congress of 
Americanists will meet in Washington during 
the same week with the Pan-American Scien* 
tifio Congress, and joint conferences will be 
held for the discussion of subjects of com- 
mon interest to members of the two organisa- 
tions. This will be especially advantageous, 
since a large number of students from aU parts 
of America, as well as from the Old World, 


interested in these branches, will thus be 
brought together on common ground, 

Glkn Levin Swiqostt, 

Assistant Seerstary Osnsirdl 


SCIMKTinC NOTES AND NEWS 

At the Manchester meeting of the British 
Association for the Advancement of Science, 
Sir Arthur J. Evans, F.B.S., the archeologist, 
honorary keeper of the Ashmolean Museum, 
Oxford, was elected president for next year’s 
meeting, to be held at Newoaatle-on-Tyne. 
The meeting of 1917 will be held at Bourne- 
mouth. 

A. Gibb Maitland, director of the geological 
Survey, Western Australia, has been elected 
president of the Royal Society of Western 
Australia for the ensuing session. 

The International Engineering Congress 
met at San Francisco from September 20 to 25. 
Major-general G. W, Goethals, honorary presi- 
dent of the congress, delivered the principal 
address. 

The office of state entomologist has recmitly 
been established in Wisconsin, to take over 
the nursery and orchard inspection and ad* 
ministration of the laws governing insecticides 
and fungicides. It is to be independent of the 
University of Wisconsin, with headquartera 
in the state capitol at Madison. Professor 
jr. G. Sanders goes from the College of Agri* 
culture to be the first incumbent of the office 
and Dr. S. B. Pracker, instructor in the same 
department, has been appointed assistant ento- 
mologist. 

PROFESSOB Ewald BjEBiNa, the eminent 
physiologist of Leipzig University, will retire 
at the close of the winter semester. 

Da. OharijSS K. Mills has resigned from 
the medical faculty of the Universii^ of Petm- 
sylvania, where since ISOS he had been pro- 
fessor of mental diseases and of neurology. 

I^msoB Anthonv Zbleny, of ^ Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, has this year leave of ab- 
sence and will spend the time in researdi in 
physics at Princeton University. 
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BetToit board of health haa been an- 
tho3Pised to employ a laboratory expert as head 
of the Pasteur Institute and J. B. Kelly^ Am 
A rbo^ haa been elected to the position. 

Mki F. A. Fbntok, a graduate student of the 
UhiTSjrsity of Wisconsin and for a time deputy 
nursfify inspector in the seme state, has joined 
tihe I^eral Bureau of Entomology and will 
be engaged in work with Mr. J. J. Daris at 
Lafayette, Indiana. 

DSi, N, Aknxndale, superintendent of the 
Indian Museum, Calcutta, is to spend the 
greater part of a six months' leave of absence 
in Simn and Japan, studying the fauna of the 
lake regions. 

Wa learn from Nature that in oommemora- 
tion of Captain Cook, a tablet has been placed 
on the school at Great Ayton, Cleveland, where 
tha iiAvigator received his education; a scholar, 
shjp has also been established at Marion, in 
the same neighborhood, which was Captain 
Cook’s birthplace. The cost of both has been 
provided out of the surplus of the fund raised 
for the erection of the Cook memorial in 
London. 

Da, Austin Flint, a distinguished physician 
and alienist of New York City, long professor 
of physiology in the Bellevue Hospital Med* 
ical College and the Medical College of Cor- 
nell University, died on September 22, at the 
age of seventy-nine years. 

Dr. H, H. MoGreoob, formerly instructor 
in chemistry, Adelbert College, and recently 
appointed instructor in biochemistry at the 
medical school. Western Beserve University, 
has died of typhoid fever in Toronto, Canada. 

Besides the biological expedition to British 
Honduras, mentioned in these columns, the 
6t. Louis University had a geological expedi- 
tion in the field during the summer months. 
The personnel of the latter was Professors W. 
H. Agnew, J. E[nipsoher, BL F. Sloctemyer, 
J, A. Krance, A. H. Poetker, J, B. Maoelwane, 
of the St. Louis University; Professors P. J. 
Troy and T. J. Motherway, of St, Mary’s Col- 
lege> St Marys, Kan. ; Professor J. A. Kilion, 
of St John’s University, Toledo, Ohio, and 
Professor B. E. OonnoUy^ of Campion College, 


Prairie du Ohien, Wis. The task assigned to 
the party was a threefold one. They were to 
undertake a preliminary study of the petrified 
forests of eastern Arizona; to investigate a 
number of structural and stratigraphic details 
in the Bright Angel Quadrangle of the Grand 
Canyon of the Colorado; and, after visiting 
several points of geologic interest on the Pa- 
cific coast, to make a general reconnaissance 
of the Pre-Cambrian, Cambrian and Pleisto- 
cene geology of parts of the Cordillera along 
the Canadian Pacific Railway. The members 
of the party secured a considerable quantity of 
valuable materisd from each of these regions, 
including a collection of Middle Cambrian 
trilobites and brachiopods from Mis. Stephen 
and Field. They also obtained a larger number 
of excellent photographs for laboratory and 
class-room illustration. 

Mr. W. j. Wintembkbg, of the Geological 
Survey, Ottawa, has returned from a success- 
ful archeological exploration at the prehistoric 
Iroquoian site near Roebuck, Ontario, He 
succeeded in mapping the traces of a palisade 
across the farm of Nathaniel White which, 
because it was under crop, was not excavated 
by Mr. Wintemberg in 1912 when he explored 
the greater part of the Roebuck site. This 
season’s exploration also resulted in securing 
thirty-three human skeletons and eleven boxes 
of objects made by the prehistoric people of the 
place. Many of the skeletons were photo- 
graphed in situ. Several of these skeletons 
show conclusively that the people suffered 
from terrible diseases which caused growths 
upon the hones, and the abnormal union of 
certain bones. Their teeth also gave them 
great trouble* Among the important speci- 
mens found were an unfinished comb made of 
antler and two barbed fish hooks made of 
bone. Many fragments of pottery and of 
pipes made of pottery were also found. Some 
of the latter are sculptured to represent the 
human face and are of artistic merit. 


VNTVKMITY and NDVCATIONAL NNWS 
The board of trustees of the Ohio State 
University, Columbus, has authorized the 
establishment of a department of public health 
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And sanitation, which has been orffani:&ed with 
the following: appointments: Eugene M. Mo- 
Campbell, M.D., professor of preventive medi- 
cine and head of the department; Robert G. 
Patterson, A,B,, A*M*, assistant professor of 
public healtli ; Emery H. Hayhurat, M.D., 
assistant professor of industrial hygiene; 
William H. Dittoe, C. E., instructor in public 
health engineering; Frank G. Boudreau, M.D., 
instructor in public health and sanitation; 
Lear H. Van Buskirk, B.Sc., instructor in 
public health laboratory methods. 

The following appointments have been 
made to the faculty of Case School of Applied 
Science: Keith F. Adamson, the University 
of Pennsylvania, assistant professor of me- 
chanical engineering; Melville F. Coolbaugh, 
the South Dakota School of Mines, assistant 
professor of chemistry; Roy E. Spencer, Har- 
vard University, instructor in English; 
Lawrence G. Wesson, Harvard University, 
instructor in organic chemistry; Carl H. 
'Wilson, Harvard University, instructor in 
* chemistry ; Arthur E. Bradley, recently of Cor- 
University, instructor in civil engineer- 
ing; Allan A. Prior, Harvard University, in- 
structor in electrical engineering; Perry F. 
Ellsworth, the Edison Electric Company, in- 
structor in electricity and drawing; R. B. 
Reis, the Westinghouse Electric Company, in- 
structor in mechanical engineering; H. F. 
Paaini. graduate of the Y. M. C. A. Training 
School of Springfield, director of the gym- 
nasium; Bohlifl Dahlman, instructor in gym- 
nastics. 

Professor H. F. Wilson, of Oregon State 
College, has gone to the University of Wis- 
consin as professor of economic entomology 
to take the place of Professor J. G, Sanders, 
who has become state entomologist for Wis- 
consin. 

Dr. R. G. Pearce, associate in physiology. 
Western Reserve University, has bewi ap- 
pointed assistant professor of physiology in 
the college of medicine, University of Illinois, 
Chicago. 

Dr. JAMgs Craig Kesl has been ^pointed 
Instructor in obstetrics and gynecology (on an 


academic basis) in the University of CsJi- 
fomia Medical School. 

S. H. E. BARRAOLomH, lecturer at the Uni- 
versity of Sydney, has been appointed to Ae 
chair of mechanical engineering. 


i>18CU88l02f AND COnmSPONDDKCE 

A PROPOSED OLA9SIFICATIOK OF THE ATTIT^S OF 
OEOIXmiO BITRFAORB 

The familiar classification of folds has long 
been used by the geologist in working with oil 
and gas. Its inadequacy for his purposes is 
apparent when one considers that the deter- 
mining factor in the gravitational separation 
of gas, oil and water is not the general plane 
of the bed, but the actual surface constituting 
the roof or floor of the reservoir. This may 
differ from tlie general plane of the bed due 
not only to irregularity of deposition, but also 
to irregularity of cementation, since the res- 
ervoir frequently constitutes only a portion of 
the sandstone bed. A mere classification jof 
folds will not suffice, because it is the upper or 
the lower surface which concerns us, and they 
arc frequently not parallel. 

A lenticular bed which lies in general hori- 
Eontal is not a fold at all, nor is one lying in 
a plane monocline. Yet the upper and lower 
surfaces of either of these have an attitude 
which is of great moment to the oil geologist, 
and must be considered along with the folded 
surfaces. 

The following classification of geological 
surfaces is therefore presented here in the be- 
lief that it will be applicable to other geolog- 
ical problems os well as to those of the oil and 
gas geologist There are four prime divisions: 

1. Aoline— no inclination. 

2. Monocline — inclination in one general 
direction. 

8. Anticline — inclination away from a point 
or axis. 

4. Synoline — inclination toward a point ot 
axis. 

Acline 

The aeline is of simall importance because 
one finds so generally that there is at least a 
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ali^t inclination to beda, either defonxUi- 
tkmal or depositional. The terrace is an adine 
interrupting a monocline which continues 
with the same dip direction both abore and 
below the acline. 

The horizontal bed is rare because (a) beds 
are generally laid down on a shore which is an 
inclined surface, and (b) when the shore is 
raised at the time of emergence some tilting 
will usually result. Even if as a whole it is 
flat, the upper and lower surfaces are likely 
to have an inclination because of diflerences 
in deposition, compacting or cementation. 

Monocline 

“ Monocline is a much-abused term. Some 
authors use it for what Scott more discrimi- 
natingly calls a monoclinal flexure — ** a single 
sharp bend connecting strata which lie at 
different levels and often horizontal except 
along the line of flexure/’ A more desirable 
use is that of Grabau, Chamberlain and Salis- 
bury, and the Century Dictionary, who follow 
the author of the term, H. D, Eogers, in apply- 
ing it simply to beds “dipping in one direc- 
tion” 

The monocline may be subdivided into three 
primary types ; 

1. The plane monocline — all surfaces having 
a roughly similar degree of dip. 

2. The anti-monocline is a curved portion of 
a monocline which is convex, when seen from a 
point perpendicular to the general surface and 
above it. This is a very common structure. It 
is readily seen that it is analogous to an anti- 
cline and would become one if the surface in 
general were tilted to a more horizontal posi- 
tion. Similarly, an anticline tilted sufficiently 
becomes an anti-monocline. Orton, witli this 
aspect in mind, called it an “arrested anti- 
cline.” 

8. The syn-mcmocline is a curved portion of 
a monocline which is concave when seen from 
a point perpendicular to the general surface 
and above it. It bears the same relation to a 
ayncline that the anti-mcnodixie does to the 
anticline. 

4* The monoclinal flexiire.i In addition to 
theea fundamental units there is the very 


common combination of an anti-monocline 
passing directly into a syn-monocline below it 
For this the term monoclinal flexure has long 
been used. To restrict the word monocline to 
this structure as some geologists have done is 
very objectionable. 

6. Half-fold. This same combination is 
found in the half -fold, which is the whole sur- 
face from the axis of an erect anticline to the 
axis of an adjoining synoline; or if the anti- 
cline springs from a plane, to that plane. 

Anticline 

Anticlines are divisible into the following 
classes : 

1. The dome is a surface dipping outwardly 
in all directions from a central point or line, 

2. The level axis anticline is one where the 
surface is in general horizontal along the axis 
of the anticline. A very elongate dome may 
have a middle portion which is also a level 
axis anticline. 

3. The plunging anticline is one having the 
axis itself inclined. An elongate dome is made 
up of two plunging anticlines, the plunges 
being in general in opposite directions. As 
stated above, a level axis anticline may inter- 
vene. 

4. Nose. Two anticlines may cross each 
other. This generally produces a more or less 
marked dome at the intersection, which has 
radiating plunging axes. The anticlines are 
seldom of equal magnitude. If one of them 
is very much less than the other, it is seen 
merely as a wrinkle in the flank of the larger 
one. Since these are very common and con- 
fusion arises if they are called antidines with- 
out qualification, the descriptive name of noaa 
is proposed. A tfoaa is a relatively minor 
plunging anticline On the flank of a much 
larger anticline or synoline or in a monocline. 
It causes the isobaths to show a mere wave in 
the down-dip direction. 

SgncUnes 

Applying the foregoing distinctions to 
dines, We have the opposite terms — basin, 
leeeil axis syncline, plunging eyneline and 
. chute. 
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The tenn chute, while new in this cotmeo* 
tion, is needed. It may be defined as a 

minor plunging syncline on the flank of a 
much larger anticline or syncline or In a 
monocline/’ It causes the isobaths to make a 
ware in the up-dip direction. 

Saddles 

A saddle is a down fold in the axis of an 
anticline, or an up fold in the axis of a 
syncline. This form partakes of the nature 
of both an anticline and a syncline^ as is evi- 
dent if a model in sheet lead is turned upside 
down — ^wben we find it is still a saddle^ but at 
right angles to the original one. 

Por surfaces inrolved in recund^ent, erect, 
carinate, isoclinal or fan folds, the present fold 
terms may be used without modification. 

The greatly increased use of the geologic 
surface in economic geology has led to the 
proposal of this specific set of terms, for which 
the current nomenclature of folds was not 
adequate. 

Bosweix H. Johnson 

UNIVlfiBSITT or PiTTSBUaOH 

THE ORiaiN OF THE ^^NTTEtt SPOTS’’ IN OSBTAIN 
WESTERN SOILS 

In an article entitled ‘^The Origin of the 
'Niter Spots’ in Certain Western Soils/’ 
which appeared in the Journal of the Amer- 
ican Society of Agronomy, Vol. 0, No. 0, Pro* 
fessors Stewart and Peterson of the Utah 
Experiment Station state on pages 246, 247 
and 248 of the publication cited, that. 

The brown color of the ** niter spots" is pro- 
duced by the solvent and decomposing action of 
the sodium nitrate upon the organic matter of the 
soil in just the same way thi^t the black color of 
the black alkali spots is produced by the solvent 
and decomposing action of the sodium carbonate 
upon the soil organic matter. . , . 

The color (of the black alkali) is produced by 
the sodium carbonate, because, being the salt of 
a weak acid and a strong base, it readily hydro- 
lyzes, producing sodium hydroxide, or cansUe 
soda, which, as it well known, acts on earbohy- 
drates, producing a brown oolox, the Intensity of 
which depends on the concentration of the sodium 
or potassium hydroxide, thus readily accounting 


for the production of the color of black riMUL 
Likewise, in the ease of eodium ot foiaseiufn 
irate, the salt being the result of this fmion titf a 
strong hose and a stronger acid than eorlwMe 
add, does not hgdrolyse so easily and as a 
there is a smaller amount of sodium or potaMum 
hydroaside present and necessarily the proditiSltUm 
of a milder color as observed in the brown dllWU 
(niter) spots. The sodium and potassium 
phote and chloride, being the salts of strong petia 
and bases, do not hydrolyssp therefore eaustie iOaaU 
is not produced, and eonseguently the color it Wot 
produced by these alkali salts. 

It will be seen that while the authors %t«te 
that the alkali sulphates and chlorides are tiot 
hydrolyzed at all, being tlie salts of eferong 
acids and strong bases, they Ussert that the 
nitrates are hydrolyzed, though to a lev ax- 
tent than the carbonates, being the salts hf ; a 
stronger acid than carbonic. The natural in- 
ference is that the authors regard nitric aaU 
as being a weaker acid than either hydrochloric 
or sulphuric. 

It has long been recognized that the strength 
of acids depends upon their degree of ioniza- 
tion. In the third English edition of Treadi- 
well’s " Analytical Chemistry/’ Vol L, p. 10, we 
find that in N/10 solution, nitric and hydro- 
chloric acids are both ionized in the extent of 
approximately 90 per cent., while in the third 
English edition of Ostwald’s "Principles of 
Inorganic Chemistry,” p. 248, we find the ex- 
tent of the ionization of hydrochlorio acid in 
N/10 solution to be 95 per cent., while that of 
sulphuric acid is only 67 per cent It is thus 
evident that the view, oommorily accepted by 
chemists, that hydrochlorio and nitric acids 
are of approximately equal strength, and that 
sulphuric acid is considerably less strong, is 
oorrect. Since the only salts of the alkalis 
which are hydrolyzed are their salts with weak 
soids, it is clear that the sulphates, being salts 
of a weaker acid than nitric, should be hydro- 
lyzed to a greater extent than the nitrates. 

On page 247, Table 8, of their article, 
Stewart and Peterson show lhat while a 1-per- 
cent, solution of sodium nitrate dissolved 0.8 
per cent of the organic matter of a given soQ, 
a 1-per-cent solution of sodium sulphate ex- 
tracted 1.19 per cent, of it, that is to My« 4B.75 
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per cent, more liban the nitrate. We liave 
ahovn that Bodium sulphate should be hydro- 
lysed to a greater extent than sodium ni- 
^te; consequently, it should have not only 
a greater solvent action than the nitrate, 
but also a greater decomposing action 
on the organic matter, resulting in the pro- 
duction of a darker brown color. In view of 
the very general and abundant distribution of 
alkali sulphates in western soils, and granting 
the presence of sufficient organic matter for 
the production of a brown color according to 
the hypothesis of Stewart and Peterson, we 
should expect to find a uniform distribution of 
a dark brown surface color throughout the 
soils of the arid west. This is not the case. 

Ab a matter of fact, neither the nitrates nor 
the sulphates are hydrolyzed at all. Stewart 
and Peterson admit that the sulphates are not 
hydrolyzed, but claim that the nitrates are. It 
is indeed difficult to reconcile their claim with 
the facts in the case. Since the alkali nitrates 
are not hydrolyzed, and since alkali hydrox- 
ides could be produced from them in no other 
way than by their hydrolysis, it is very evident 
that no alkali hydroxides are formed, and 
consequently the explanation of the brown 
color of the “ niter spots ” as given by Stewart 
and Peterson is nothing short of preposterous. 

The question raised by the above writers con- 
cerning the relation of the pigment of Azoto^ 
hooter ckrooooccum and the nitrate to the 
brown color of the " niter spots ” applies only 
to the colorless strains of the organism. These 
Lave been shown by us to be capable of pro- 
ducing abundant brown to blads: pigment when 
supplied with very small quantities of nitrate 
(0.01 to 0.03 per cent sodium nitrate) and 
some source of energy, both of which are pres- 
ent in our niter soils. Aside frmn these color- 
less strains, their contention is wholly irrele- 
Ti^t for we Lave already pointed out^ that 
four of the seven strains of A, chrooeoeoum, 
isolated from niter soils hitve produced, at on© 
time or anoiLer, pigmmitB varying in color 
frmn a delicate cream, through the difiereni 
shades of brown, to on intensive brownish 
blaok in the iojal abtenos of mfraies, thereby 

a Colorado Station Btdlstrin, 170, p. 

June, 1011. 


attesting their ability to produce the pigment 
independent of the nitrate. 

Walter G. Saositt, 

B. M. ISHAH 

OCLOEAOO ExrKSIUSNT STATION, 

Pt. Collins, Colorado 

OALOTJLATlOfr OF THE OAMHA FUNCTION 

To THE Editor or Soienob: In Soirnob, 
April 2, 1915, Dr. Baymond Pearl has de- 
scribed a method of obtaining an approximate 
value of log r(n) by interpolating in a table 
of log-factorial n. 

In a table he compares the values obtained 
by interpolation, by Forsyth’s method of ap- 
proximation, and those found by using the re- 
lation 

r(n + l)=u(»> — l)(n — 2) 

(n — r)r(n — r) 
in conjunction with Legendre’s tables, calling 
the value obtained by the last method the ex- 
act” value. 

Dr. Pearl explains that this “ exact ” value 
derived its name from the exactness of the 
mathematical argument upon which it is 
based, and not from any special accuracy in 
the numerical values given under that head- 
ing and he disclaims any greater degree of ac- 
curacy than can be expected from the summa- 
tion of a large number of seven-place log- 
arithms. 

As the subject to bo investigated is not how 
closely the values obtained by different meth- 
ods agree with one another but how closely 
the approximate to the true value of the func- 
tion, I have calculated a " more exact ” value 
for the cases gfiven by Dr, Pearl, using Leg- 
endre’s table and ten-place logarithms and I 
believe ihe values so obtained are correct 
within a half-unit of the seventh decimal 
place. 

Another set of values has also been calcu- 
lated by meana of Pearson’s approximation 
formula^ 

a Pormnla for Determining r(*4‘ 1)/’ 
BioiMttika, VoL VI,, p. 118. 

- ^«08W + »iog» 

25M12S 

4- .080929 sin 


or 
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log r(» + 1) » .6162372 + (a; + i)(log i - log e) 

. 26“.623 
-f.0S0929sin — , 


using Bev«n -place logarithms except for the second 
or product term where ten-place logarithms were 
used to avoid introducing inaccuracies when » is 
large. This formula is also given in the introduc- 
tion to ^'Tables for Statisticians and Biometri- 
oians’’ (Chicago University I^ess), on page Iv, 
where unfortunately by a printer's error the value 
0.3990899 is wrongly given as .03990899, 

The various series of values are summar- 
ized in the following table. 


of the existing tables of log-factorial n, 
of the approximation method is not affeotdll 
provided a sufficient number of places be used 
in the logarithms of x and e when computing 
the second or product term. 

P. r, Evkritt 

THS P081TI0K OF REFHIRSNCBS IN JOURNAL ARTICLSS 
From one half to one per cent, of the space 
in the majority of scientific journals giving 
many references is wasted by the faulty posi- 
tion and arrangement of the references. 

The amount of time wasted by the reader 


VALUES OF LOO r(n) BY DIFPEBENT METHODS 


n 

PeftrPi" Exact” 
Value 

Pearl Foraytb 

Pearl Using A* 

Pearl Using 

Pearson 

"MoreExaet” 

Value 

6.123 

16.123 

26.123 

35.123 

75.123 

1.4613860 

11.0634981 

23.9687108 

38.6594135 

107.7498704 

1.4fll387» 

11.0834916 

28.9637096 

38.6594126 

107.7498692 

1.4619138 

11.0836569 

23.9687336 

38.0694251 

107.7498727 

1.461 5009 
11.0834985 
23.9637119 
38.6594138 
107.7498702* 

1.4618859 

11.0834931 

23.9687107 

38.6594133 

107.7498702 

1.4613860 

11 0834930 
23.9637107 
38.6594133 
107.7498702 


The table shows that Dr. Pearl’s “exact” 
value differs from the more exact ” value by 
two units in the seventh place for the larger 
values of n and in the case of n = 75.123 is 
inferior to the value found from interpolation 
when third differences are used. 

A comparison of the values in the table 
leads to the following conclusions. 

(i) For email values of n, up to about 6, it 
is preferable to use the exact method if Leg- 
endre’s tables are available; in the absence of 
Legendre’s tables the Pearson approximation 
formula should be used. 

(ii) For larger values of n, as shown by the 
middle portion of the table, Pearson’s formula 
is superior to the interpolation method and 
gives results which coincide with those found 
by the 

(iii) For still larger values of n, 75 and up- 
wards, the Pearson approximation formula and 
the interpolation method using third differ- 
ences both give the true value to the seventh 
decimal place, but while the usefulness of the 
interpolation method is limited by the range 

* Given as 107.7492870 in Dr. Pearl's article, 
being a misprint for the value given above, which 
I verified by reoaleulation. 


will depend on whether he is obliged to look 
up the references, or simply glances at them 
occasionally to see a date, or the name of an 
author or journal. 

The word reference is defined here to mean 
the author’s name, journal title (usually abbre- 
viated), with the numbers for series, volume, 
pages and date. If any information from the 
original is alao given, and printed at the 
bottom of a page outside the text, the whole is 
regarded as a foot-note, and is not considered 
here. " Loc, cit," is regarded as a reference. 

Most journals are printed with a solid page, 
at the foot of which are the references for that 
page, with the reference numbers indicated in 
the text, a separate line being giv^ to each 
reference, except where extra apace is re<iuired 
either because of grouping several references 
under one number, or because of unusual 
length of names. 

Nearly one per cent, of the apace used in 
printing articles and references in this way 
can be saved by giving each reference a rmin^ 
ber (the numbers to run oonseeutivdy), then 
printing all the references at the end of &e 
article, leaving an extra-wide spacing between 
the period at the end of one refereace and tiie 
next nuznber, in order to oatoh ihe eye. Tluhre 
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is nothing new in this znethod, for it has been 
used at rare intervals for a number of years. 

The following illustrations taken at random 
from a number of measurements, show the 
state of the case as regards chemical journals^ 
but the proposition is equally true for the 
journals of other sciences. The measurements 
have been made on the supposition that the 
same sized type will be used in both ways of 
printing the references. A space of five milli- 
meters is allowed between the period at the 
ond of one reference and the beginning of the 
number of the next, and extra space is allowed 
for in the case of articles containing over ten 
references, for these will require the use of 
numbers with two figures. Thus, an article 
with sixty separate references printed in the 
customary way will have, as a rule, from two 
to eight references on the page, and rarely re- 
quire the use of reference numbers with two 
figures, while the shorter way requires the use 
of numbers up to sixty both in the teit and at 
the end of the article. 

A consideration of those illustrations in 
which the number of pages with no references 
is given, will make two facts obvious ; that the 
estimate of the amount of space saved is only 
a rough approximation; and that it might 
easily be possible by deliberate selection of 
one hundred pages to get results widely differ- 
ent from those given here. 

In the leading English journal, the Journal 
of ihe Chermccd Society, all the references 
are printed in the text, so that there is no 
saving of space. In the Journal of the Society 
of Chemical Industry, Volume 82, 457-^95 
(1913), containing 100 pages of text of articles, 
about one eighth of a page could be saved. 
This journal has two columns to the page. 
Several of the articles have ah the references 
at the end of the article. 

In the Bulletin de la eoci4te ehimique de 
France, Volume 13, 320-457 (1918), contain- 
ing 100 pages of text of articles, over one half 
a page could be saved. There are 62 pages 
with no references. Some of the artiolea have 
the references printed two to the line, 'vrith 
extra space between the two. 

In Berichte der deuiechen ohmUchefi 


Gesellechaft, Volume 45, 408-508 (1912), about 
one half a page could be saved. The references 
in this journal at present are greatly abbre- 
viated, thus, B. stands for the title of Berichte, 
etc. If space allows, instead of printing the 
references one to a line, they are always 
printed two to a line, with a space of 5 to 15 
millimeters between the two. This method (a 
Sftep in the right direction) naturally limits 
the saving possible. There are 61 pages with 
no references. 

In the Oazzeita c^mtca italiana, Volume 
42, L, 816-416 (1912), nearly three quarters 
of a page could be saved. There are 61 pages 
with no references. 

In the Journal of the American Chemical 
Society, Volume 34, 1681-1731 (1912), one 
page can be saved. There are 54 pages with 
no references. In the Physical Beview an 
article always begins at the top of a page. 
The effect of this is that there is suificient 
space at the end of most articles to print all 
the references, often on the basis of a line for 
each reference. 

In the case of joumab printed with two 
columns to a page, there is an incredible num- 
bers of variations in the way in which num- 
bers indicating references are used, as, for 
instance, giving numbers consecutively for the 
references in one article regardless of the 
number of columns used for the articles, or 
using numbers consecutively for one column 
regardless of the number of articles in that 
column, etc. These variations doubtless re- 
lieve the monotony of the work of editors, 
printers and proof-readers. 

There is one great advantage in the method 
recommended here. It does away with "Zoo. 
ciL/* the abbreviation so easy to write, so sav- 
ing of time and space in printing, so wasteful 
of time to one who has to go back an indefinite 
number of pages and read an indefinite num- 
ber of references, in order to find where the 
authority for a given statement may be found. 
When many artides by one author, or many 
patents by one man are given, this "Zoo. dt,** 
may be so md^nite that it will be necessary 
to look through a number of the originals in 
order to get at the one desired. In a serks of 
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articlee, **Iqo, ciV* may refer to a referenoe 
XAiblished in a preceding article, Bometimea to 
one in a preceding volume. In one case ap- 
pTOBohing the limit of misuse, the statement 
in the teact reads, ** Harvard® and Princeton* 
laboratories/* The reference number 2 is to 
" loc, cif On looking at reference number 1 
it is found that the word ^‘Harvard” is not 
mentioned at all. In order to make sure that 
this " loc. cit** did not refer to a reference in 
some preceding article, both the publications 
under number 1 would have to be noted and 
examined by any one unfamiliar with the fact 
that a man with a certain name, interested in 
a certain subject, was writing articles coming 
from Harvard in a particular year. Thie con- 
tingency will arise in some future time. 

There are two classes of readers interested 
in the position of references. The reader who 
wishes only to see the date of a statement 
referred to in the text, or the name of the 
journal in which the statement was published, 
naturally finds it easier to look down at the 
foot of the page, instead of turning to the end. 
But the reader who wishes to look up an orig- 
inal article is willing to take this small 
trouble of turning to the end, especially when 
it saves time in the long run. Having had to 
read through articles, and look over references 
which ran in number into the hundreds of 
thousands, then look up thousands of the orig- 
inal articles from these references, I can speak 
from adequate experience of the positive value 
of the method recommended here, for it was 
always a pleasure and relief to come across the 
few articles using it 

Since there is a constant plea for saving of 
space in articles presented to scientific jour- 
nals, a method of economy which will save 
from one half to one per cent, of the space now 
used, and at the same time increase the ease of 
looking up references and authorities, seema 
worthy of consideration. 

Hxywasd SouDDxa 


BCIMNTIFIC BOOKS 

ffasdtys <md Aidtesm* By the late Jamss 
Oampbxll D.So. (Lend.), LL , D . 

(Abdn.), Professor of Ohemistty in the Uni- 


versity of Liverpool. With a Portrait and 

Twenty^wo Klustratiotts. London, J. 4 A. 

Churchill. 191A Pp. i+208. Price $3.00 

net. 

A memorial volume is always of interest to 
the former students of a loved professor and 
to such this collection of essays and addresses 
by the late Dr. Campbell Brown will cbiefiy 
appeal ; but from another standpoint this book 
is of interest not merely to chemists, but to all 
who come into touch with chemical industry, 
in that it presents the opinions of a discern- 
ing critic, expressed from time to time in a 
more or less popular way to audiences inter- 
ested in the development and utilization of 
chemistry. This is particularly true at the 
present time when so many are turning their 
attention to the applications of chemistry to 
conditions of war. 

Of the twelve addresses, three were delivered 
as chairman of the Liverpool Section of the 
Society of Chemical Industry, five before the 
Students’ Chemical Society of University Col- 
lege, Liverpool, and two before joint meetings 
of the societies of the same college* The pe- 
riod covered in these addresses is 1886 to 1906, 
and many of the thoughts are equally applica- 
ble to the present time, especially those dealing 
with education. 

It is interesting to read in the address on 
Technical Education delivered in 1886, Dr. 
Brown’s strong plea for linking a sound early 
mental training with education of the hands, 
an idea which has been developed in this coun- 
try along the line of the manual-training 
schools. Dr, Brown would, however, solve the 
problem along somewhat different lines. He 
would have workshops for different kinds of 
trades erected in a few well-chosen districts of 
a town, and require each scholar to spend a 
sixth day of every week in one or other of 
these shops, such day being counted as a part 
of regular school attendance. A single work- 
shop would thus serve for a considerable num- 
ber of graded schools, and the workidiop day 
would be looked forward to as slmost a h^day. 
He says: By this system t do not think that 
the amount of ordinary sdmo! vmA would be 
lessened; but if it vrere, the deeraaoe vroaM 
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be very slight^ and tbe reply to objeotiona i8» 
that eome provision for training the bands and 
muscles to work is essential to an embryo work- 
man, is beneficial to an embryo gentleman, and 
must be had at any sacrifice if we, as a nation, 
are to maintain our position in the face of 
other competing nations.’^ This idea is in a 
few instances carried out in this country as 
regards higher technical education and with 
apparently good results, and would probably be 
better in our high schools than the present 
diversion of a part of our boys to manual train- 
ing schools. But the greatest advantage would 
seem to be with the children in the grades. 

Again Dr. Brown takes issue with the pre- 
valent craze for a practical education in the 
sciences. the teaching of science it is a 

great mistake to aim specially at imparting a 
knowledge of facts wluch will be of use in 
after life. It is the desire to do this which has 
gone a great way in encouraging the multipli- 
cation of science subjects in schools. It would 
be far better to teach one science subject sub- 
stantially and well than to teach a smattering 
of several. Every boy and girl, in whatever 
sphere of life, should be taught one science as 
a part of ordinary school training, but the 
mistake is too frequently made, both in sci- 
ence teaching and in ordinary school routine, 
of forgetting that it is the mental training and 
discipline, and not the storage of facta, that 
form the valuable feature of school work — ^the 
training of the understanding and the develop- 
ment of the reasoning faculties rather than the 
exercise of mnemonics.” He considers that 
natural history, either vegetable or animal, is 
best adaf^ted to the purpose of training the 
powers of observation and dassifioation. 

Again emphasizing the same idea in another 
address: ^ The use or object of education is not 
to impart a number of facts useful or other- 
wise, nor even to give useful hints and receipts 
that will enable the scholar to pursue some par- 
ticular oeoupation; not to enable him to earn 
a living, or to earn a better living. That will 
follow, of course, as a secondary result of edu- 
eation, but its direct objects are of a far higher 
cheraeter. (1) To train the mind and its Teri^ 
OUB powers, memory, reason, habit of peeoise 


observation, end arranging things which re- 
semble each other and distinguishing tilings 
which differ. (^) Not so much to impart 
knowledge as to awaken the faculties and give 
the power of acquiring unlimited knowledge 
for oneself. (3) To cultivate the sense of the 
beautiful, not only of artistic beauty, which is 
of a material and physical kind, but a sense of 
intellectual order and beauty also. (4) And 
in all these ways to increase the happiness and 
the capacity for happiness of human beings.” 
And then he adds : If , in the course of educa- 
tion, some store of facts can be acquired at the 
same time, so far so good — ^for life is short— 
but that is not the first object of education.” 

To tbe young employees in the various works 
and mines of England he would send this mes- 
sage : ‘‘ It is not merely by attending faithfully 
to their routine duties and performing them to 
the satisfaction of their employers that the 
Germans are beating them as clerks, beating 
them as inventors, beating them as workmen, 
beating them as manufacturers, beating them 
steadily in the markets of the world — ^for it is 
true that the Germans are doing all this — but 
because every German boy and girl, for more 
than two generations, has received a broad and 
thorough education, at institutions where every 
one is compelled, not merely to do routine 
lessons, but to think and train his intelligence; 
to learn principles and apply these princijdea 
in many practical ways; and unless the young 
Englishman engaged in industrial or commer- 
cial pursuits will set to work earnestly to 
broaden and deepen his education by systematic 
study after he has left the ordinary school, it 
is certain that the German, who is rapidly re- 
placing tbe Englishman in some of the markets 
of tbe world, will replace the Englishman at 
home also. I do not doubt that the English- 
man can, by his energy, beat the German as 
he has done in the past, but at present lie is 
not doing so, and he is not even training him- 
self in the right way for the struggle of life.” 
" During my last visit to some of the industrial 
parts of Germany, I was very much struck, as 
every one would be, by the immense advance 
which was apparent as compared with a previ- 
one visit Not only the employers, but the em- 
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ployed* are men of education. The managers 
and heads of departments, often those who 
are analogous to what we should call foremen 
in England, have a university education. All 
have spent many more years on their educa- 
tion than is usual in England.” 

In an address on “ The Ethics of Ohemical 
Manufacture,” Dr, Brown would have the 
manufacturer remember that he has other and 
higher privileges, and that nobler duties de- 
volve upon him than those which necessarily 
occupy the greater part of his thoughts during 
business hours. The satisfactory thing to con- 
template in the development of the alkali in- 
dustry is not the fortunes it made, nor even 
the employment it gave to thousands, but that 
it gave cheap and abundant means of cleansing 
self, raiment and dwelling to every family 
among the civilized nations of the earth. 
Balard is revered now not because he manu- 
factured so many thousand kilos per week of 
salt from the sea water, but because, experi- 
menting one day with the mother liquor, he ob- 
served for the first time some reddish-brown 
vapors, and followed them up, and became the 
discoverer of bromin, Joule doubtless made 
excellent beer, because he is the sort of man 
who does everything well he undertakes; but 
his great work for which the world is indebted 
to him, and by which he will be remembered 
with gratitude throughout all time, was his 
determination of the mechanical equivalent of 
heat, whereby he laid the foundation of chem- 
ical dynamics and of the science of thermal 
chemistry, as well as brought about a revolu- 
tion in an important branch of physics.” The 
coal-tar dyestuff industry is not looked upon 
with much favor by Dr. Brown. “ When one 
sees the glaring colors which are now flaunted 
before the public eye, often without any 
thought of harmony and with no consideration 
of appropriateness of position and surroundings 
—in advertising placards, house decoration, 
dress and so forth — one is sometimes tempted 
to ask whether the production of these new 
dyes has been a good thing for mankind, and 
whether, when our last mines are worked out 
and coal-tar dyes cease to be manufactured. 


the world will be any better for having had 
them, and Aether the huge industry, which 
is at present flourishing, is not a waste of time, 
and of caxbon compounds that would be better 
saved to keep us warm in winter — ^whether, at 
least, its highest merit is not that it affords 
a present means of livelihood to so many 
thousand workmen.” The knowledge gained 
from the study of coal-tar products is the real 
justification of the ** waste”; ''this, rather 
than cheap alizarin, gaudy bills, brilliant shop 
windows and rainbow-colored dress, is the thing 
of which the coal-tar manufacturer should be 
proud.” 

A most interesting chapter is the address, 
“Reminiscences of August Wilhelm von Hof- 
mann.” Dr, Brown was a student in Hof- 
mann’s laboratory in the school of mines, and 
the story of the great master in lecture room 
and laboratory is most entertainingly told, 
with delightful personal touches. Here also 
we find most favorable views of German indus- 
try as he speaks of Hofmann’s students and 
assistants working from nine in the morning 
till six at night, and often returning after 
dinner to work privately till a late hour. 
“ That is the kind of work which tells. An 
eight-hours day may be all very well for work- 
ing men who have no ambition and who are 
content with daily bread (and beer) ; but a 
gentleman has to work much harder.” 

There is included in the volume Dr. Brown's 
translation of the autobiographical fragment 
of Liebig, which originally appeared in the 
Deutsche Rundschau for January, 1891, and 
which is of great interest; and also a single 
original investigation, “ Aquiculture : a Study 
of Deposits in Pipes and Other Channels Con- 
veying Potable Water,” read before the Insti- 
tution of Civil Engineers. Altogether, the 
book as a whole is well worth perusal, both by 
chemists and by the general public. 

J. L, H. 

SCIMNTinc JOURNALS AND AETJCLSS 

Tm July number (VoL 16, No, S) of the 
Transaetiona of the American Mathematieai 
Soexettf oontains the following papers: 
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"iL Fz^ohet: '^Sut les fonctionnelleB bilm^airfis. ’ * 

D. y, Bajrrow; Oriented circles in space. 

D. Buchanan : ^'A new isoscelee triangle solu- 
tion of the three-body problem.” 

Zi. Bisenhart: ” Surfaces 0 and their trans- 
formations. ’ ^ 

B. J, WilcsynAl; ^^The general theory of con- 
gruences. ' ' 

J. H. M. Wedderbum; ‘^On matrices whose co- 
efficients are functions of a single variable. ’ ’ 

£, Kasner ; * ‘ Conformal classification of analytic 
arcs or elements: PoincarC’s local pro'blem of con- 
formal geometry.” 

B. B. Curtiss ; ” Extensions of Descartes’ rule of 
signs connected with a problem suggested by 
Laguerre. ’ ’ 

J. B. ]%aw: *'On parastrophic algebras.” 

The concluding (July) number of VoL 21 
of tbe Bulletin of the American Mathematical 
Society contains ; Ileport of the April meeting 
of the society in New York, by F. N. Cole; 
*'An elementary double inequality for the 
roots of an algebraic equation having greatest 
absolute value,” by G. T), Birkhoff; “Certain 
non-enumerable sets of infinite permutations,” 
by A. B. Frizell; “George William Hill, 1838- 
1914” by E. W. Brown; Review of Diokson^s 
Linear Algebras, by W. C. Qraustein ; Shorter 
Notices”; Poincare’s Wisscnschaft und Meth- 
ode, by J. B. Shaw; Martin’s Text-book of 
Mechanics, Vol. 6, by F. L. Griffin; “Notes”; 
“New Publications”; Twenty-fourth Annual 
List of Published Papers; Index of Volume 21. 


SPECIAL AETICLES 

THE THEORY OF MAGNETIZATION BY ROTATION 

The experiment which I described in a 
recent number of this journal may be con- 
sidered as a modification of an experiment 
made long ago by Maxwell,^ who appears to have 
been the first to conceive the idea that a mag- 
net should behave like a gyrostat if its Am- 
pireian currents are actually material, as 
modem theory assumes. In Maxwell’s experi- 
ment an electromagnet* mounted in a frame 
in such a way as to be free to more about a 
horizontal line through its center of mass and 

1 Elec* and Mag.* f 576. 


perpendicular to its magnetic axis, was rotated 
at high speed about a vertical line, and optical 
observations were made to see whether the 
angle a between the vertical and the magnetic 
axis was altered as the speed increased from 
zero, stability being secured by properly adjust- 
ing the moments of inertia. No change in a 
was observed, but only rough experiments were 
possible. 

In my experiment the electromagnet is re- 
placed by each of the countless multitude of 
molecular magnets of which the iron rod is 
constituted, and the total change in the orien- 
tation of all tile magnets with reference to the 
axis of rotation of the rod is determined mag- 
netically instead of optically. 

In the complete paper it is shown that the 
angular momentum M of the simplest type of 
molecular magnet possible, constituted of a 
negative electron with mass m and charge e 
revolving with angular velocity ci> in a circular 
orbit about a positive nucleus with charge — e 
at rest, is related to the magnetic moment /a 
by the equation 

M = (1) 

If now the rod of which the molecular magnet 
is a part is set into rotation about its axis AB, 
with angular velocity O. the angle a between 
the vector M and AB will decrease, just as in 
the case of a gyroscope, until the torque T' on 
the system brought into existence by this dis- 
placement is just equal to the rate of increase 
of its total angular momentum in the steady 
state when kinetic equilibrium has been 
reached and the vector M is tracing out a 
conical surface with constant semi-angle a and 
angular velocity 0. The effect in this steady 
state is exactly the same as if the rod were at 
rest and the molecular magnet were acted 
upon by a torque T'’ — 'T due to an extra- 

neous magnetic field of strength H, whore H 
is the intrinsic magnetic intensity of rotation. 
The complete expression for the torque T" is 
known (and can readily be shown from first 
principles) to be 

jP"s=— T'ss: — MO Bin a — 30* sin a cos a, (2) 
where S denotes the difference between the 
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two principal moments of inertia of the orbital 
flOratem. In the case under consideration 
J5=Af/2ii>. Eliminating B and M from (2) 
we get 

r'- -/i8ina-2j(l+^2cos«).* (3) 

If we divide this expression by — /i ein a we 
shall, as in the case of an ordinary magnetic 
field, get the intensity sought, viz., 

ff-2-nfl + 55coBa) • (4) 

e \ 2 <tf / 

The magnitudes of O experimentally attain- 
able are so small in comparison with to that 
the second term is always negligible. 

If we assume that e/m has the value 
( — 1.77 X 10^) ordinarily accepted for the 
negative electron in slow motion, and put 
0 =^> 27 rn where n is the speed of the rod in 
revolutions per second, we get for the intensity 
per unit speed 

ff/n- -7.1 (5) 

This is the maximum magnitude possible; if 
some or all of the positive ions also have 
orbital motion, H will be smaller in magni- 
tude than indicated by (4), but will still be 
proportional to O. The experimental value of 
H/n was, within the accidental error, one half 
that given by (5). 

S. J. Babnsit 

Thu Ohio State TJnivbbsity 

THE TOAHSUIBSIOK OF POTATO UOfiAlO TBBOUOH 
THE TUBEB 

IfoBAio of the potato is very prevalent in 
Bermuda on the Bliss Triumph and is the 
cause of serious losses to the growers, as the 
yield of affected plants is reduced from 10 to 
75 per cent., and often a field will have a large 
proportion of plants with this disease. 

An inspection made in July, 1914, of the 

sThis equation also follows immediately from 
Maxwell's equation by putting in the conditions 
here sssusied. 

• The first term of this equation has been given 
previously, by Einstein and de Haas, but was ob- 
tained ineorreotly, equations for a molar magnet 
Instead of a moioonHar nsagnet being employed. 


fields on Long Island in which stock was being 
grown for shipment to Bermuda for seed pur- 
poses showed the almost general presence of 
mosaic on the Bliss Triumph. The same con- 
dition existed in many fields of Bliss Triumph 
in Maine, where the stock for Long Island is 
obtained. These general facta strongly indi- 
cated that the mosaic of potatoes was trans- 
mitted by the tubers, in the first case from 
Maine to Long Island and in the second gen- 
eration from Long Island to Bermuda. 

There was, however, no evidence in the lit- 
erature on potato growing to support this 
view. Dr. W. A. Orton, in Bulletin 64 of the 
United States Department of Agriculture, on 
“ Potato Wilt Leaf Roll and Allied Diseases,’’ 
writes, 'Mt is not improbable that mosaic is 
transmitted by the tubers” adding, however, 
that no experiments had been undertaken that 
had conclusively proved this. Experiments 
were consequently conducted at the agricul- 
tural station in Bermuda with a view to se- 
curing definite information on this point. 

Through the courtesy of Drs. 1. E. Melhus 
and L, O. Kunkel, of the Bureau of Plant In- 
dustry of Washington, tubers from selected 
hills of healthy and mosaic parents were ob- 
tained from a field at Van Buren, Maine, that 
was visited by the writer in September, 1914. 

The tubers obtained from Van Buren were 
planted in Bermuda in November, 1914, in 
duplicate rows, and the result showed in a stri- 
king manner in January, 1915, that the mosaic 
of potatoes is transmitted through the planting 
of tubers from mosaic parents: 


No, of 

Tubai Selected 

Pwoentage of 

PUnti 

from 

MobaIg Flanu 

A 200 

Healthy parents 

nil 

(4 or 5 doubtfi 

B. 200 

Stock on the 
market 

20 

0. 200 

Mosaic parents 

100 


The yidd from the plants afFeoted with 
mosaic was leas than half that of the healthy 
stock. 

Mosaic of the potato is undoubtedly one of 
the serious potato problems that have escaped 
the notice of the practical fanner and that 
have until recently received little attentioa 
from scientific workers. To growers of the 
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Bliss Triuinph In particular it is a matter of 
considerable importance, and the result of 
these eacperiments shows that the disease can 
be readily controlled by £eld selection of the 
stock intended for planting next season. 

It is believed that the experiments reported 
here are the first that have defibaitely shown 
that potato mosaic is transmitted through the 
tubers. A aeries of photographs have been 
taken which show the di€erence between the 
progeny of healthy and mosaic parents and it 
is intended to publish a fuller account of the 
experiments at an early date, 

E. J. WORTLEV 

Paoxt East, Berutioa 

THE INHEMTANCE OP EXTRA OOWTRAOTILE 
VAOCOIiES Dr AN UNUSUAL RACE OF 
PARA1C(E0IUM OAUDATUM 

In the early part of January, while examin- 
ing paramcDcia from a general culture main- 
tained for laboratory purposes, it was noticed 
that one of the individuals had three contrac- 
tile vacuoles. Further investigation showed 
this condition to be the rule rather than the ex- 
ception, and a number of single individuals, 
each showing three vacuoles, were isolated with 
which to start pure-line cultures. 

The descendants of these single individuals 
showed wide variation in vacuole number. In 
one pure line several weeks after it started 8.0 
per cent, of the individuals had two vacuoles, 
6C.7 per cent, had three and 25.7 per cent, had 
four. In other cultures numbers as high as 
five and even six vacuoles appeared rarely. 
Immediately after division the average num- 
ber is lower ; in some very rapidly dividing cul- 
tures as many as 59.1 per cent, of the indi- 
viduals may have only two vacuoles, though 
this return to the normal number apparently is 
only temporary, as the same individuals may 
later develop a third or even a fourth vacuole. 
This condition is r^resented by the following 
experiment in which ap individual showing 
two vacuoles was allowed to pass through sev- 
eral divisions and then three observations were 
taken on each of the descendants at intervals 
of from four to five hours. 
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It is evident that all the individuals start- 
ing with two vacuoles did not later acquire a 
third, nor did all those having three to begin 
with have four before division. Those para- 
moBcia possessing but two vacuoles, although 
they may divide without having shown an in- 
crease in the number of vacuoles, have not lost 
the power of producing extra contractile organa 
though several generations may be passed 
through before they appear. 

In this multi-contractile vacuoled race the 
extra vacuoles are with very few exceptions 
located in the posterior half of the Faru- 
mcBcium. In cases where three are present, two 
are found in the posterior half and one in the 
anterior. Only two cases have been observed in 
which the reverse condition was true. When 
four vacuoles exist the arrangement is gen- 
erally three in the posterior and one in the 
anterior end, although there may bo two in 
each end. 

No exact observations have been made as yet 
on the formation of the new vacuoles. Very 
small vacuoles have been seen which have ap- 
parently just formed and which are usually at 
some distance from the others. These increase 
fairly rapidly in size until they reach the 
maximum. During the growth of some new 
vacuole, the one nearest to it loses temporarily 
its regular contraction. When the new vacuole 
hag reached full siee it beats spasmodically a 
few times before it settles down to its regular 
rhythm. Shortly the old and the new vacuoles 
become accustomed to the new conditions and 
the usual rhythmic beat begins. This is not 
always the caee^ as vacuoles have been ob- 
served to form without afiecting the rhythmic 
beat of the older vacuoles near it in the 
slightest 

It is praetioally itiqiossible at present to pre- 
dict certainty what number of contraetUe 
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vacuoles the offspring of any individual may 
have immediately following division. Some of 
the possibilities observed up to date are illus- 
trated below. 

(a) (») (r) (d) {i) (/) U-) (*) 

23333445 
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Apparently at division two vacuoles are 
added in the normal way as a rule (one to the 
posterior end and one to the anterior). This 
is not invariable as is evidenced by (fe), (<?) and 
(A). As stated above, although a Paramixcium 
of this race may not show an increase of 
vAouole number up to the time of division it 
has not lost the power to produce extra 
vacuoles. In cultures started with two- 
vacuoled forms, individuals have been found 
showing three and four vacuoles. The most 
common distribution at division in the three- 
vacuoled individuals is three vacuoles to the 
posterior part and two to the anterior half. 
There is no fixed order in the distribution of 
the vacuoles at division and no definite time 
at which the extra contractile vacuoles appear 
in the life cycle of the individual. The only 
definite statement that may be made of this 
race is that it has a tendency to more than two 
contractile vacuoles. 

The race is strong and healthy end some of 
the individuals are very large. There is no 
invariable relation between the size of the ani- 
mal and the number of vacuoles. A small ani- 
mal may have more than a larger one. Since 
the race has been under observation (about 
four months) there have been two periods of 
extremely rapid division, the rate rising to five 
divisions in twenty -four hours and continuing 
at this rate for six or seven days. During 
these periods no individuals with four or five 
vacuoles were seen and the two-vacuoled forms 
seldom passed into the three-vacuoled condi- 
tion before division, although they did not lose 
the power of returning to the higher numbered 
vacuoled state when the division rate slowed 
down. 

The original laboratory culture was started 
by Dr. Merkle Jacobs in the fall of 1914. The 
paranuBoia ha btd liaing in high tempera- 


ture experiments were thrown into a battery 
jar of hay infusion. 8o far as is known, the 
animals used for these experiments had the 
normal number of contractile vacuoles, though 
there is a possibility that the higher number ‘ 
were already present. The irregularity of the 
behavior of the extra contractile vacuoles would 
seem to indicate that they were recently ac- 
quired structures that had not become as yet 
firmly established as a part of the organism. 
There has also been some slight indication 
lately, observed by both Dr. Jacobs and myself, 
of a tendency to settle down into a more reg- 
ular order with three as the maximum num- 
ber of vacuoles. 

Since Paramceciuni caudatum has been the 
most widely studied protozoan and no cases 
have been reported where extra contractile 
vacuoles have been found, considering the 
origin of the culture, there is gome excuse for 
suggesting that this potentiality for extra 
vacuoles may have been acquired. The great 
irregularity of the time of formation of these 
vacuoles along with the tendency to become 
more regular, as stated above, would seem to 
bear this hypothesis out. The paramoecia of 
the original culture had been subjected to a 
temperature of at least 40® Centigrade and it 
might be supposed that the extra vacuoles were 
formed under the stress of the unusual envi- 
ronment. Furthermore, Dr. Jacobs has found 
that this race is abnormally resistant to high 
temperatures. Under the conditions where 
ordinary race of paramoecia are killed at tem- 
peratures of 40* Centigrade to 42“ the race in 
question will survive an exposure to 44® or 
more. 

A more extended account will be published 
shortly giving more of the details and methods. 
It is intended later to attempt to develop a new 
multi-vaouoled race by subjecting normal indi- 
viduals to high temperatures in order to test 
the hypothesis suggested above* 

Dr. Jacobs has carried on experiments with 
the same race of Paramascium which have oon- 
fi.Tmed those recorded here. 

BoBaBT T. Havens 

ZOOLOaiOAl* Laboeatokt, 

UNivaasiTT or PaNVBvnvAVU 
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09SBBYAT10N8 ON AZOTOBACTBB 

The group of bacteria having the capacity 
of using free atmospheric nitrogen in their 
metabolic processes consists of three general 
types: (1) Those associated with the nodule 
formation of legumes (Pa. radicicola)\ (2) 
large bacilli which produce spores located in 
the center of the cell, causing an increased 
diameter of the coll at that point (Clostridium 
pasteraneum) ; and (3) a form displaying con- 
siderable variation in size and shape, which, 
according to original descriptions, is without 
endosporea (Azotohacter sp,). 

Tlie discovery of the extraordinary ability 
of these organisms to secure a supply of nitro- 
gen from the air brought them into immediate 
prominence as objects of systematic study. 
The nitrogen-assimilating property was first 
detected in the radicicola, and hence the earlier 
studies were concentrated upon this organism. 
After the isolation of the other two forms, 
however, they assumed quite as much impor- 
tance as had attached to the legume organism. 
In fact, recently more attention has been 
given to the former than to the latter. This 
has been especially true of the Azotohacter, 
The Clostridium has never been so inviting as 
either of the others; perhaps because of its 
morphological uniformity. Then, too, it ap- 
pears to have less nitrogen-gathering power. 

At various times, while working with other 
phases of the problem of soil bacteriology, I 
have attempted to isolate the Azotohacter from 
our local soils and study it rather intensively. 
On several occasions these efforts have re- 
sulted in the securing of pure cultures of the 
bacillus. So far as the observations went. 


however, no peculiarities were presented which 
had not previously been noted by other inves- 
tigators. During the year 1918 a culture was 
secured which showed some striking qualities. 
These attracted immediate attention and led to 
an extensive study. 

Soon after the isolation of Azotohacter 
croococcum by Beyerinck, other investigators 
gave descriptions of five or six types of A«o<o- 
hacier which they regarded as distinct species. 
One of these forms was given the name Azoto- 
hacier vinelandii by Dr. J. G. Lipman, who 
isolated and described it. The chief basis upon 
which this species was established is the qual- 
ity of pigment production. In this case the 
color of the pigment is a distinct yellow, as 
contrasted with tlie heavy brown pigment of 
A, croococcum. 

From the outf?et the bacillus under consid- 
eration here has been regarded as a variety of 
A, vinelandii. In many respects, however, our 
typo differs so markedly from the original 
description of A, vinelandii as to create con- 
siderable doubt as to the identity of the species. 
Nevertheless, I am still disposed to regard it as 
a mere variety within this group. As a matter 
of fact, the recent work of Prazmowski and 
others tends to eliminate the various species 
of this organism and regard them all as one 
species consisting of several varieties. My own 
observations lead me to favor this contentioiL 
The pigment color of the culture in my labo- 
ratory shows considerable variation, ranging 
from yellow to brown. This seems to depend 
largely upon the medium used. 

The following comparison will show the chief 
points in which our tyi>e varies from the spe- 
cies description: 


FMturei CX)n»ldrred 

MamUte agar plates 

Maanite agar plates 

Olueoee solution 

Mannite solution 

Glucose agar stab 

Maanite agar stab 

P(rtato 

Spore formation ; . . 

Tbennal death point 


OrJglnel Pescrlption 
Colonies 4 inm« in 4 days. 
Colonies whitish. 

Surface film. 

Yellow pigment. 

White. 

White, 

Dirty white. 

Absent, 

80*-«6* a, 6 min. 


Ofaservetlon Uftd« In the Present 
Invttittgttdon 

Colonies 6-8 mm. in 4 days. 
Colonies yellow. 

No surface film. 

No pigment. 

Yellow. 

Yellow. 

Pink, young; yellow, old. 
present. 

0., 5 min. 
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Probably nothing else in this comparison ia 
so significant as the disagreement in regard to 
Ihe spore production and the corresponding 
high thermal death point of our cultures. 

Beyerinck^ in his original observations on 
Azotohacter croococcum, failed to detect the 
presence of spores. Nevertheless, in 1911 E. 
Mencl^ demonstrated their presence in this 
species. It was recognized early in the study 
of Azotohacter that they are very resistant to 
drying and other adverse conditions, which 
fact aroused the suspicion that spores are pro- 
duced. The morphological irregularity and 
change of form under different cultural condi- 
tions obscured the true nature of the case until 
the date mentioned above. If all Azotohaet&r 
are to be regarded as one species, my observe* 
tion of spores is, of course, only a repetition 
of observations made recently by several inves- 
tigators. 

In the cultures with which I worked 
organisma attained very great size, and showed 
in many cases a striking resemblance to bud- 
ding, similar to that observed In yeast cells. 
At such times the cell is well filled with re- 
fractive bodies which do not stain readily with 
the analine dyes. Such bodies have generally 
been looked upon as fat, but the fact that by 
special effort they can be stained with methy- 
lene blue led to some doubt as to their fatty 
nature. Efforts were made to stain these bodies 
with tbe ordinary fat stains, such as Soudan 
8 and Sharlac red, but the results were aU 
negative. Azotohacter were then grown on 
potato in sufficient quantities to secure a 
sample large enough for ether extraction. 
Potatoes were cut in thin slices and sterilized 
in petri dishes, and then inoculated. The 
growth was excellent, and a considerable mass 
of this was secured by scraping from the sur- 
face. 

The material thus secured was placed in a 
separatory funnel and treated with pure ether 
for twenty-four hours without heat. Tbe 
funnel was shaken several times during the 
extraction and then allowed to stand for sedi- 
mentation. Several cubic centimeters of the 
clear solution were then drawn into a weighed 

1 Arch. Protistank., 28 (1911)^ No. I, pp. 1^18. 


platinum dish and evaporated to dryness. It 
was found that a sediment detectible by weight 
was left in the dish. This may have been a 
mixture of fats, gums and resins, or possibly 
any one of these. 

The funnel in vriuch the extraotion was 
made was set aside with the residue of the 
bacterial mass and a thin layer of ether which 
overlay the mass. No attention was given to 
it for about two weeks. When it was examined 
there was a brownish layer on the surface of 
the ether. This layer gave one the impression 
that it consisted of a bacterial growth. Ether 
has, of course, been regarded as a disinfectant, 
and although it has never been thought of as 
having great germicidal power, yet in a high 
concentration one would certainly be surprised 
if it should not be found sufficient to inhibit 
all growth. 

Cover-glass preparations were made from the 
scum on the ether in the funnel referred to, 
and it was found to contain large numbers of 
bacteria. These might have come from the 
original mass from the potato and been dead 
at the time they were taken from the ether. 
At the same time that the microscopic prepara- 
tions were made, however, inoculations on agar 
were placed in the thermostat for incubation. 
At the end of twenty-four hours, when the agar 
tubes were examined, they were found to have 
a good growth on them, stains from which 
showed that it consisted of Azotohacter, It 
was evident, therefore, that practically pure 
ether had not killed this organism. It was 
also made reasonably certain by this observa- 
tion that the scum on the ether in the funnel 
consisted of living Azotohacter, 

It remained to be shown that the organisms 
were actually multiplying in the solution. 
This was accomplished in tbe following way: 
Small Ehrlenmeyer flasks were supplied with 
sufficient Squibb’s pure ether to make a thin 
layer cm the bottom of tbe flask and a small 
particle of the potato culture vVas introduced 
into them. These were set aside at room tem- 
perature for development, and at Ihe end of a 
week or ten days a decided growth oould be 
detected. 

Another method that was employed to teet 
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the ability of Aaotobaeter to grow in the pres- 
ence of ether consisted in placing cylinders of 
potato in test tubes having plnga of absorbent 
cotton in the bottom saturated with pure 
ether* The slant of the potato was inoculated 
with the organism and incubated at room 
temperature. These cultures almost invari- 
ably had a growth at the end of from eight to 
ten days. The growth on potato had a decided 
etringiness* Stains from such a mass re* 
vealed a dense zooglea. 

In the case of the cultures in liquid ether 
the only apparent source of carbon is the ether 
itself, and the bacteria are therefore under the 
necessity of using this in their metabolic proc- 
esses. When the flasks containing old cultures 
were examined from day to day it was possible 
to detect what appeared to be the odor of alco- 
hol and ether alternately. The successive 
hydration of ether and dehydration of alcohol 
would account for this phenomenon, but the 
probability of bacteria being able to induce 
these changes is certainly extremely remote. 
The oxidation of ether has recently been 
shown to result in the formation of aldehyde 
and acetic acid. Any attempt, however, to 
explain the nature of the process taking place 
in the flasks would he mere speculation, since 
the matter has not been experimentally inves- 
tigated. MAxmiOK Multaku 

SaVOXVlLLE, TXNK. 

TEE EOTAL SOCIETY OF CAEADA 
Tex thirty^fourth annual meeting of the Royal 
Boeiety of Canada was held in Ottawa, May 24 to 
May 27, inclusive, under the presidency of Sir 
Adolphe B. Bouthier. The attendance was one of 
the largest in the hisbory of the society, founded 
in 1882 by the Marquis of Lome, at the time gov- 
ernor general of Canada. The four sections into 
which this national society is divided met under 
^eir respective presidents: Section 1., French lit- 
erature, history, archeology, etc. (in French) y 
Section II., Bnglish Uteratute, histoiy, archeology, 
etc. In this section the following papers are of 
•cientifie value: Borne Notes upon the Discovery 
of a Prehistoric Human Skeleton in British Co- 
lumbia, ' * by Charles Hill-Tout. This skeleton came 
'^frotn Undisturbed Strata in the white silts of the 
Interior Plateau’^ of that province, near Ham- 
loop<^ and places the prehistorie history of man in 


western Canada back to the glacial period. 
eial Organisation of the West Coast Tribes," by 
Professor Adam Shortt, O.M.G., also forms an in- 
teresting study. 

Section III., dealing with the mathematical, 
physical and chemical sciences, comprises numer- 
ous papers of special interest and value. 

Professor B, F. Buttan (McGill University), dis- 
cussed "The Cfhemistry of Adipocere." 

This paper deals with the changes in animal fats, 
as the result of prolonged action of moisture with 
the exclusion of air. The adipooere studied was 
found in a recent Post-Tertiary deposit of wet soil 
near Ormstown, Quebec. The material had the 
general character and appearance of soft chalk to 
the touch. 

Another paper by Dr, Button was entitled ' ' Gly- 
col Fsters of the Fat Acids," pointing out a new 
series of fats formed by the replacement of ethyl- 
ene glycol for the glycerol of ordinary fats. 

Dr. Harding presented the result of Investiga- 
tions by him and Messrs. A. B. Maclean and F. H. 
8. Wamefordp on "The Ninhydrin Reaction," 
being a critical study of this reaction for alpha 
amine acids, its quantitative relations and the 
chemistry of the color produced. 

Then followed numerous contributiona in the 
physical and mathematical sciences, and in astron- 
omy, spectroscopy, electricity, metallurgy, meteorol- 
ogy, etc. These include: 

A Comparison of Eadium Standard Sohitions: JT. 
Morran. Presented by PaorxsaoR A. S. Bvx, 
F.B.8.C. 

JVotM Oft the Penetrating Eadia$ion from the 
Earth: Professor A. 8. Evx, F.B.B.C. 

Some EsBperimmU on the Thennionio Current: 

pBOFXB&OR A. S. Eye, F.B.S.C. 

The Solar Soiaiion: Do. J. 8. Plaskxtt, F.B.S.C. 

This paper gives the values of the spectroscopio 
determination of the Solar Rotation from plates 
made at Ottawa in the years 1211, 1212, 1918, A 
summary of the rotation values at different lati- 
tudes, the formula connecting the variation of ve- 
locity with latitude and dlSeuasions of other im- 
portant aspeets of the question was given. 

The Determimttion of the IHeiance of the Nearer 
Stare from their Proper Motions and Sadiai 
VelooUiee: Reynold K. Youno, Ph.D. Pre- 
sented by Da. J. a. Plaskxtt, F.R.S.C. 

From 107 stars whose parallax, radial velocity 
sad proper motion are known, the direction and 
OMltnitu^ of the solar motion was found. The 
ittoaa distance of the atars was evaluated by a 
comparison of the mean radial velocity and mean 
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pEToper motion at right angles to the direction of 
the sun way, also by a comparison of the paral* 
lactic motion with the solar yelocity. While the 
results of these two methods differ considerably 
their mean agrees with the observed parallax* 

On the Electrical Conductivity of Air Confined in 
an Ice Vessel: Professor J. C. MoLbknan, 
and Mr. Harou) G. Murray. 

On the Sesidual lonieation in Oases over the Sea 
and on the Surface of Lake Ontario: Professor 
J. C. McIjennan, P.R.S.C., and Mr. C. I». Tre- 
UBAVXN, B.A. 

On the Absorption Spectra of Zinc and other Me- 
toWio Tapors: Professor J. C. MoIiENKAN, 
r.R.S,C'., and Mr. Evan Eow’ards, B.Sc. 

Note on the TJltra-VioUt Spark Spectrum of Sili- 
oon: Professor J. 0. McLennan, F.E.S.O., and 
Mb. Evan Edwards, B.Sc. 

On the Ionisation Potentials of Mercury Zinc and 
Cadmium Vapors and their Single Line Spectra: 
Professor J. C. McLennan, F.B.S.O., and Mr, 
J. P. Henderson, B.A. 

Application of Wiison*B Method to a Study of the 
Ionisation Paths of Alpha Ea/ys in Hydrogen: 
Professor J. C. McLennan, P.B.S*0«, and Mr, 
H- N. Mercer, B.Sc. 

On the Delta EadiatUm from Zinc freed from Gases 
under Bombardment ty Alpha Bays: Professor 
J. C. McLennan, F.B.S.C., and Mr. C. G. 
Found, B.A. 

On the Infra-red Spectrum of the Mercury Arc: 
Professor J. C. McLennan, P.B.6.C., and Mr. 
B. C. t)EARX.E, B.A. 

On the Eesolution of Spectral Lines by an Electric 
Field: Professor J. 0, McLennan, F.B,S.C., 
and Mr. K. H. Kinodon, B.A, 

On the Study of Edntgen Eay Spectra: Professor 
J. C. McI^nnan, F.B.S.C., and Mr. A. B. Mc- 
Leod, M.A., and Mr. B. L. Lewis, BdSc. 

The Crushing Strength of Ice: Professor H. T. 
Barnes, F.B.8.O., and Mr, H. M. Maokat. 
Experiments on large blocks of ice were made 
on the Emery testing machine. The results agree 
with those preeented last year. 

The Effect of Strain on the Thermal EwpemeUm 
of Quarts: Professor H. T. Barnes, F.E.S.C, 
Quarts rods were put under tension up to their 
breaking point and the eoefflcient of expansion 
measured between 0” and C. No effeot was 
observed* 

Seoondary Cathode Bojits from Gases: A. Kobman 
8»aw, D*Sc. Presented Professor H. T. 
Bjanxs, F,B.8.C. 


On Osmosis in Soils: C. J. Lyndr, and V. V. 
Dupxiit. Presented by Professor H. T, BARNESr 
P.B.8.0. 

This paper gives the results of experiments made 
to determine whether or not the pressures observed 
are due to osmosis. 

On the Flow of Air in Two-dimensional Channels 
with Special Eeferenee to the Stability of 
Stream Line Motion: Louis Vbbsot Kino, M.A. 
(Cantab.). 

An account is given of experiments carried out 
with the author’s hot-wire anemometer on the dis- 
tribution of velocity in the flow of air between 
parallel planes. The observations were taken with 
a view of obtaining some light on the conditions 
which determine the breakdown of stream-line mo- 
tion into turbulent flow. 

On the Distribution of Air Velocity in the Neigh- 
borhood of a Eotating Cylinder: A. Gray, B.Sc,, 
and Louis Vbssot Kino, M.A. (Oantab.). 

On the Coloulatioft of the Self and Mutual Induc- 
tion of Coaaial Cylindrical Coils: Louis Vebsot 
Kino, M.A. (Cantab.). 

I. A new method of deriving the formul® for 
the self and mutual induction of coaxial cylindrical 
coils is obtained by reducing the problem to one 
of calculating a simple ease of gravitational at- 
traction. 

II. By the application of Gauss’s theorem of 
the Arithmotico-Geometrioal mean, the calculation 
of the elliptic integrals which occur in the fonnulm 
for self and mutual induction of coaxial single 
layer coils is made possible to a high degree of 
accuracy with comparatively little labor of com- 
putation and without the use of Legendre’s tables, 

III. Simple quadrature and graphical methods 
for the approximate calculation of the constants 
are also described. 

Geometrical Configurations that lead to the SoUs* 
tion of a System of Partial Differential Equa- 
tions of the Second Order: Chab. T. Sullivan, 
Presented by Dr. J. Harknesb, F.B.S,C, 
Progress on the 7$-inch Eeflecting Telescope; Dr, 
jr, 8. Plabkett, F.B,S.0. 

The present condition of thb grinding and pol- 
ishing of the mirror and of the eonstruorion of the 
mounting will be described and illustrated by lan- 
tern slides. 

Liquid CMorine as a Seivent: Cryoscopio Measurer 
ments at Low Temperatures: P. WAUmg and 
D. KoiNTOSBj F.B.a.<X 
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Petenninations 0 / the lowering of the freedsg 
point of chloriTie bj Tarioue solutee were made. 
Toluol^ chloroform and various eubstaacee form- 
ing oaonium compounds such as ether, gave nor- 
mal results; bodies eontaming the h/drozjl group 
were polymerized. 

The Preparation of Metallic V'anadium: B. Bdsok 
and J>, McIntosh, F.B.S.C. 

Vanadium was deposited on a heated wire from 
an atmosphere of a volatile vanadium compound 
and hydrogen. 

Brotnocamphor Sulphonie Acid and Owonium Com- 
pounds; D. McIntosh, P.B.S.C. 

An account of an unsuccessful attempt to pre- 
pare oxonium compounds. 

The Vieeoeitp of Bthyl Bihcr in the "S eighhorhood 
of the Critical Point: A. L. Clabk, B.Sc., PbuD. 
A iSfeZ/'reeording Instrument for Measuring Sarth 
Temperatures: John Patteeson, M.A. (Oan- 
tab). Presented by B. F. Stupart, F.B.S.C. 
The instrument consists of a Thread Becorder 
Galvanometer and a set of thermo couples con- 
nected through a special commutator to the gal- 
vanometer. A record is obtained of the t^pora- 
ture at the surface and at a depth of six inches 
twice every hour; below six inches the record is 
obtained once every hour at each depth. 

On the Diurnal Changes tn Magnetic Horijrontol 
Force at Aginoourt, 19&2-Jl9i2: W. £. W. 
Jackson, M.A. Presented by B. F. Stupaht, 
F.B.8.C. 

The mean diurnal inequality for each month of 
the year is treated by harmonic analysis and the 
seasonal variations brought out, and a comparison 
made with seasonal variations at Kew. Finally 
the abnormalities in the monthly diurnal ranges 
during years of maximum and minimum sun iq[>ots 
ia lAtown, and also the variations in the seasonal 
values of the Fourier coefficient with the sun spots. 

ComporiMm of the Callendar SuneMne Becewer cmd 
the Angstrom Pprheliomcter : John PATTffiisoN, 
M.A. (Osittfcab). Presented by B. F. Siotabt, 

r.B.s.o, 

The comparison made by the author in 1912 
i^wed that there was a very large difference be- 
tween the two instruments, and the comparison has 
been continued in order to find out the cause of 
the difference. 

The Diffu^on of Oxygen Through F. H. G. 

Johnson, Ph.D., F.B.S.C. 

Waxes in a Jet of Water: Ha. Otto Mils. Pw- 
seuted by O. HcIntosh, Ph.])., F.B.aa 


In Section IV. (Geological and Biological Sci- 
ences), Dr. Buller, of the University of Manitoba, 
Winnipeg, delivered the presidential address and 
discussed and the Discovery of Bepro- 

duction in Fungi/' The other papers included: 

A Contribution to a Knowledge of Castadian 
Ticks: D*. C. Goboon Hewitt, F.E.8.C. 

The economic importance of many of the native 
species of ticks in North America as responsible 
agents in causing certain known and obscure dis- 
eases or pathological conditions in man and do- 
mestic animals renders a knowledge of the occur- 
rence and distribution of the species occurring in 
Canada very desirable. The present paper brings 
together in an accoasible form information col- 
lected by the author and others. 

I. A Comparison of Spore-diaoharge in the Uredi- 
nece and the Bpmenomycetes : A. H. Beoinald 
Bhlleb, D.Sc., F.I1.8.C. 

A minute study of the discharge of sporidia from 
the promycelium of a rust fungus and from the 
basidiospores of Agarics has provided evidence 
that the processes of discharge in the Uredinem and 
Hymenomycetes are identical in nature. (Lantern 
slides.) 

II. The Movements of Spirogyra: A, H, BsoiNAtn 
Bulleb, D.Sc., F.B.8.C. 

The free ends of 8pirogyra filaments execute 
fairly rapid bending movements, the result of 
which is that the filaments become twined around 
one another eo as to form wisps. The filaments la 
each wisp lie more or less parallel to one another. 
The parallel situation of the filaments in' any wisp 
eventually facilitates scalariform conjugation. 
The movements therefore have a biological signifi- 
cance. (Lantern slidea) 

On the Taxonomic Value of the Placenta: Db, 
AbTHHB WlIiLET, F.R.S.O. 

The paper discusses the relations of the various 
forms of placenta in the light of recent advances 
in mammalian embryology, With Q>ecial reference 
to the gestation of the Canadian beaver. 

ComorocysUtis punatatiss BUlings: Sm James 
Gbant, K:.0.M.G., F.B.S.C. 

A Qystidian frmn Ottawa. 

The Cretaceous Sea Alberta: D. B. Dowlino, 

F,B^.a 

A fairly eitended description of the formations 
underlying the plains Is available in the eeveral 
r^pwrta tkat have been made by various obeervera 
The beds eempesiiig these fonnations have been 
examined \Xk many looalHiee and the animal re- 
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Btftjbu that have been found indioaie the character 
of the medium of distribution. Some of the de- 
posits suggest the presence for a time of a wide 
shallow muddy eea. Others are evidently near- 
shore deposits with remains of brackish-water or 
even fresh-water life. The final retreat of the sea 
from the central part of the continent is marked 
by a series of brackish-water deposits covered by 
material that has bean distributed by fresh-water 
streams or in lakes. 

In the western part pf Alberta there are indica- 
tions that the western margin of the marine in- 
vasion can be located and that there was at various 
periods a distinct narrowing of the sea so that 
land areas appeared which occupied portions of 
the present area of western Alberta. An attempt 
at defining the western margin of the Cretaceous 
sea at successive stages is made in the paper. This 
shows graphically in the retreat of the sea the in- 
auguration of a period of unrest which later culmi- 
nated in the elevation of this part far above the 
sea and finally in the formation of the Booky 
Mountains. 

Notea on some hitherto Unrecorded Occurrenoea in 
Britiah Colnmhia, of Vnoommon MineraU, Coh 
leeted hy the late TT, J. Sutton, of Victoria: 
B. W. Bbook, F.B.S.a 

The late W. J. Sutton, of Victoria, made an er- 
tensive private collection of rocks and minerala 
In it are a number of specimens of minerals from 
British Columbia, whose occurrences have not as 
yet been brought to the attention of the leieBtific 
world. Mr. Sutton, no doubt, would have de- 
scribed these in detail; the writer can only men- 
tion snch as he noticed, but places them before the 
society in order that they may be credited to this 
earnest and enthusiastic mineralogist and geol- 
ogist. 

A BritM Columbia Example of the Coniaat Meta- 
morphism of a Granite Bock to a Garnet: B. W. 
BBOOK, r.E.S.C. 

Contact metomorphiem is a common phenomenon 
in British Columbia. Limestone, here as else- 
where, is the rock which most frequently shows 
prononxHwd effects of this process. In the Boun- 
dary Creek District, while this is also the ease, 
other rocks have been affected in like manner, 
though the late S. F. Emmons and other authori- 
ties who visited the Boundary Creek District have 
expressed the opinion that such alteration was con- 
fined to the limestones. An unequivoeable In- 
stance of the alteration of granodiorite occurs on 
Pass Creek, as mentioned hy the writer in the 
Snmmarj Bejiort of the Geological Survey for 


1902. Although other instances of somewhat simi- 
lar occurrenoes are now generally recognised and 
accepted, this occurrence is deemed worthy of a 
more extended description than it received In the 
Summary Beport above mentioned, as being one 
of the most definite and striking examples of each 
metamorphosis yet found. 

The Upper Limit of Temperature Cempatible toHh 
Life in the Frog: A. T, CAincnoN and T. I. 
Bbownlxb. Presented by Dr. Swalx Vinobnt, 
P.B.S.C. 

Frogs (ff. pipisns) will endure an (internal) 
temperature of 28^ C. for several hours, A tem- 
perature of 30° C. is fata] in six hours. Death is 
apparently produced through some coordinating 
mechanisms in the central nervous system, since 
the individual tissues (striped muscle, heart, periph- 
eral nerve and brain and cord) survive, and are 
only killed by distinctly higher temperatures. The 
results are therefore in line with those found by 
the authors of the lower limit of temperature com- 
patible with life. 

On an Aoeumulation of Oaa in the Tiasuea of the 
Frog aa a Seault of Prolonged Submersion in 
Water: A. T. Cakbbon and T. I. Bbowklbb. 
Presented by Db. Swalb Vinobnt, F.B.S.0. 
Frogs (JB. pipiens) submerged completely ia 
running water, but free to move, survive, on the 
average seven days, though individuals may sur- 
vive three weeks. About two days before death 
they commence to swell, and rapidly become so 
buoyant that they can not any longer dive. The 
cause of death appears to be connected with this 
distension, which is caused by gas, distributed 
throughout the body and all tissues. The gas is 
almost pure nitrogen, and may amount in volume 
to 16 c.c. or over. 

On the BeHaiive Importance to Hfe of the Cortex 
and the Medulla of the Adrenal Bodies; T. D. 
Wbbelxb and Swax.* Vincent, F.B.S,0. 

As the result of a long series of experiments 
upon dogs, cats and rabbits, in which the meduBa 
was removed as completely as pomible (without 
inflicting more than an unavoidable damage to the 
cortex), it would appear that the cortex is the part 
which is essential to life, and that the ehromaphU 
tissue constituting the medulla can be entirely re- 
moved without any serious results. 

A Study of some Organime wMck Produce Bloek 
Fields on JSeouBn-bUesdlt Media: F. 0. Ea«V- 
BON, D.Sc., F.B.S,a 

In the summer of 1918 more than 4,000 JDss^Ia- 
bilesalt agar plates were made from eamples of 
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milk obtained from more than a thousand differ- 
ant deolera or farmers in the province of Quebec. 

Seven hundred colonies from these plates were 
selected for further study, and we found 11 or- 
ganisms which developed black fields in less than 48 
hours on msouHn-bilesalt media at blood heat, and 
which did not belong to the colon-aerogenos group. 
These organisms came from the vicinity of Hunt- 
ingdon, Quebec, but could not be isolated from 
milk obtained from this district the following 
spring. 

By keeping the esBculin-bilesalt agar plates at 
room temperature for at least five days, more ex- 
ceptions appeared, seven of which were carefully 
studied. 

The Harrieon-Barlow Nitrocultures and their Com- 
meroial Application; P. G. HAB&tsoK, D.Sc., 
P.B.S.a 

At the meeting of the Itoyal Society held In 
May, 1906, Harrison and Barlow read a paper on 
the ** Nodule Organism of the Leguminos® — ^Its 
Isolation, Cultivation, Identification and Commer- 
cial Application.^’ Since that date large num- 
bers of the so-called nitro -cultures prepared ac^ 
cording to the directions given in the above men- 
tioned paper were distributed to fanners in 
Canada and the United States. This paper gives 
a short account of the commercial application of 
these nitro-cultures between 1906 and 1914. 

The Dintoms of the Coast of Vancouver lelcmd, 
S, U,; Dr. L. W. BAitiKY, P.E.8.C., and Dr. A. 
H. MacKay, F.E.S,C. 

So far as known to the writers of this paper no 
publications relating to the diatoms of the Pacific 
Coast of Canada have as yet been made. The es- 
tablishment of one of the stations of the biolog- 
ical board of Canada at Nanaimo, B. 0., having 
made It possible to obtain materials for the study 
of these organisms, some of the results of that 
study are here presented in preliminary form. 

The total number of species so far identified Is 
over 260, of which a list, with diagnostic meas- 
urements, Is given. Of these several are believed 
to be new. The characteristics of the phytoplank- 
ton are distinctly indicated and comparisons are 
drawn between those of the Pacific and Atlantic 
coasts, a# well as those of the North Sea and the 
Antarctic, to the latter of which the Vancouver 
collections bear interesting resemblances. 
UetdUogeneUc Mpoche in the Fre-Camhrian of 
Oniatio: Wmar O. Mrbi^, and Cyril 

W. Kkiohy. 

During the vast period represented by the pre- 
Cambrian rocks of Ontario ore deposits were 


formed at various epochs. Knowledge of the pre- 
Cambrian gained during the last decade furnidses 
a means of correlating these ora deposits as re- 
gards their ago and genetic relations. 

Modes of Occurrence of some Oold-hearing VeVse 
in the Tre-Camhtian Socks of Canada: J. B, 
Tyrrkll, F.B.S.C. 

For nearly fifty years gold has been known to 
occur in mineral veins in the pre-Cambrian rocks 
of Central Canada. While the great majority of 
these occurrences have been too small or poor to 
allow of mining and milling at a profit, the rich 
and extensive gold-bearing veins found within the 
last few years in northern Ontario show that all 
the gold prospects in the country are not ' ‘ Will-o- 
the-wisps” which exist only for the purpose of 
enticing eager and unwary investors to destruc- 
tion. 

In the present paper the author attempts to give 
a brief outline of the character of the mineral 
veins in the pre-Cambrian rocks of central and 
northern Canada in which gold has been found; 
the modes of occurrence of gold in these veins, and 
the character of the rocks which form their walls, 
or which are aulEciently near to suggest some ge- 
netic relationship between them. 

A New Uyacobacienunu: J. 11. Paull, Ph.D., 
P.B.S.C. 

The microorganisms of this form heap up, or- 
ganizing a stalked, branched or unbranched, one 
to several-headed fruiting body. On the heads 
columnar or conical cysts develop, on the surfaces 
of which a membrane is secreted. Prom these 
cysts, the bacteria later migrate into the main 
body of the head, the husks of the cysts persisting 
as shrivelled and twisted curls. The species ex- 
hibits a remarkable variability in respect to the 
morphological features of its fruiting bodies. It 
stands out as one of the most highly specialized of 
the order to which it belongs. 

Borne Anatomical Features of Willow OalU and 
their Significance: A. Cosens, M.A., Ph.D,, and 
T. Sinclair, M.A. Presented by J. H. Paull, 
Ph.D., P.E.S.C. 

A study of the anatomy of certain willow galls 
led to the discovery of a well-defined aeriferous 
tissue which is not present in the corresponding 
regione of normal plants. A search for this tissue 
in normal plants led to its discovery in primitive 
areas or ' ‘ vestige-carriers. ” Various experiments 
were made with negative results, to see if this 
tissue could not be induced by changing the en- 
vironment. The conclusions reached are: (1) that 
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this is a primitive tiaeue in the vrillowe and not a 
modification of the normal tisauea due to changed 
environment; (2) that the reinstatement, under 
atimulus of vestigial characteristics in a plant has 
an important bearing on the question of gall pro- 
duction, for the gall producer not only exercises 
directive control over the active characteristics of 
the protoplasm, but over dormant as well Under 
these conditions, unexpected structures and un- 
usual combinations may well be produced. 

On a Pre-Camhrian Outlier in Central Manit&ba: 
PROFEssoa R. C. Wallace. Presented by A* H. 
Bkginald Bulubb, D.Sc., P.B.8.0. 

The Swarming of Ondotoayllis : C. KcLvAN Pbabeb, 
Ph.D. Presented by A. B, MxCAiiLUM, Ph.D., 
y.RS.C. 

Bibliography of Canadian Botany for the Tear 
J9J4: Da. A. H. MacKat, P.R,S.C. 

Bibliography of Canadian Geology for I&14 ‘ Wyatt 
Mal'colm. Presented by R. O. McConnell, 
B.A,, r.B.S.C. 

Bibliography of Canadian Entomology for the 
Year Rev. 0. J. 8. Bethunb, D.C*L., 

F.B.S.C. 

Bibliography of Canadian Zoology for the Tear 
19H (Exclusive of Entomology) ; E. M. Walkee, 
B.A,, M.B. 

Henei M. Ami 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

THE AMBBIOAN MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY 

The twenty-second summer meeting of the so- 
ciety was held at the University of California on 
Tuesday and at Stanford University on Wednes- 
day, August 3-4, 1915, in connection with the 
Panama-Pacific International Exposition, thirty- 
four memboTS being in attendance. Profaesor M. 
W. Haskell, chairman of the San FrancisCD sec- 
tion, presided on Tuesday afternoon, and Professor 
B. E. Allardioe at that on Wednesday afternoon. 

Tuesday morning was devoted to a joint session 
with the American Astronomical Society and Sec- 
tion A of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science. Addresses were delivered 
by Professors C, J, Keyset on * * The human signifi- 
cance of mathematics,’' and Q, E. Hale on ''The 
work of R modern observatory. ' ' The astronomers, 
mathematicians and physicists lunched at the Fac- 
ulty Club as guests of Professors Ueuschner, Has- 
kell and E. P, Lewis, 

The social program included a dinner with 
the American Astronomical Society at the Hotel 
Oakland on Wednesday evening, an excursion to 


the Lick Observatory on Friday, and a luncheon 
given by Mrs. Phoebe Heerst at the Hadanda del 
Pozo de Verona on Saturday. 

The following papers were read at this meeting: 

L. E. Dickson: " Invariantive classification of 
pairs of conies modulo 2. ’ ’ 

C, J. de la Valiee Poussin: "Sur I’in^grale de 
Lebesgue. ’ ’ 

A. R. Schweitzer : " On the solution of a class of 
functional equations.” 

Nathan Altshiller; "On the circles of Apol- 
lonius. ’ ' 

Dunham Jackson: "Proof of a theorem of Has- 
kins." 

W. W. KUstermann: "Fourier eonstante of func- 
tions of two variables." 

B. A. Bernstein: "A set of four independent 
postulates for the logic of classes." 

G. A. Miller: "Limits of the degree of trandtiv- 
ity of substitution groups." 

R, D. Carmichael: "On the representation of 
numbers in the form + 8/* + — Sapys." 

H. 8. White: "Seven points on a gauche cubic 
curve. ’ ’ 

M. W. Haskell: "The del Peszo quintic curve." 

L. J. Richardson: "A phase of Roman mathe-^ 

matics. ’ ’ 

C. A. Fischer: "Functions of surfaces with ex- 
ceptional points or curves. ’ ' 

A. R. Williams: "On a birational transforma- 
tion connected with a pencil of cubics. ’ ’ 

F. N. Cole: "Note on the triad systems in 15 
letters." 

A. B. Ooble: "The determination of the lines 
on a cubic surface." 

H. 8. Vandiver; "An a^ect of the linear con- 
gruence, with applications to the theory of Fer- 
mat’s quotient." 

C. H. Forsyth : "An interpolation formula 
based upon central and multiple differences. ’ ’ 

0. M. Green; "On isothermally conjugate nets 
of space curves" 

L. P, Eisenbaxtt "Surfaces of rolling and trans- 
formations of Ribaucoui." 

A. Bw Schweitzer: "Generalized qnasi-transidve 
functional relations." 

L. M. Hoskins; " 'Quantity of matter' in dy- 
namics. ’ ' 

A. A. Bennett: "The iteration of fonedons of 
one variable. " 

The next meeting of the sodoty will Ibe held in 
New York, on October 30. 

F, N. OxiMt 
Samikiny 
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THE PACIFIC COAST MEETING OF THE 

AMEEICAN ASSOCIATION FOB THE 

advancement of science 

In its sixty-seventh year the American 
Association for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence reached the Pacific coast after wan- 
dering in previous years to all the principal 
cities of the east and central west of the 
United States and Canada, on one occa- 
sion venturing as far west as Denver. The 
California meeting is thus memorable in 
itself as marking an epoch in the history of 
our association as well as for its coinci- 
dence with the superb Panama-Pacific Ex- 
position of the praoticaly educational and 
artistic development of the world. 

It is not too much to say that this meet- 
ing of the association was an event of real 
importance in the scientific development of 
our country. While the exposition is in a 
measure a summary of the world's progress 
in the arts and applied sciences from the 
time when the great westward migration 
began from Asia some 26,000 or 30,000 
years ago, our association meeting was very 
wisely planned throughout to bear chiefly 
a Pacific-coast and Pacific-ocean character. 
This field in itself is a very large one, and 
it was broadened by including the relations 
which the Pacific region in general bears 
to other parts of the world. 

All of the members, and especially those 
who had not visited the Pacific coast be- 
fore, arrived with a keen spirit of interest 
in the scientific wonders of the great state 
of California, its past history, the records 
which its very able men of science have 
established in every branch, the problems 
which confront the present generation, and 
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last but not least in the work of the body 
of talented young men and women who are 
now entering science from the two great 
universities and other educational institu- 
tions of the state. In no other region is the 
outlook for the advancement of science 
more encouraging. 

The admirable handbook “Nature and 
Science on the Pacific Coast,” written in 
collaboration by thirty-one specialists, was 
quite widely distributed prior to as well as 
at the meeting and thoroughly prepared 
the members of the association for the gen- 
eral understanding of the geography, the 
history, the geology and physiography, 
the climate, the past and present animal 
and plant life, the economic and educa- 
tional development of California. The 
preparation of this booklet was a felicitous 
idea and it developed into a most tasteful 
and interesting volume under the chairman, 
ship of Professor John 0. Merriam. Sim- 
ilarly Director Oeorge Otis Smith of the 
United States Geological Survey prepared 
for the westward journey of members of 
the association by projecting a series of 
historic and geologic guidebooks of the 
western United States, one for each of the 
great transcontinental railway routes. The 
first of these volumes, which is entitled 
“Part B, The Overland Route with a Side 
Trip to Yellowstone Park,” written by 
Messrs. Lee, Stone, Gale and others of the 
survey, furnished a guide along tlie Union 
and Southern Pacific Railways from Omaha 
west. These several volumes can not be too 
highly praised; beside affording a clear 
introduction to the scientiflo aspects of the 
country en route they contain a great deal 
of information of permanent value. 

We do not recall any previous meeting 
of the association for which such prolonged, 
intelligent and self-aacrifloing attention has 
been devoted to preparation, to the scien- 
tific programs and to the scientific excur- 


sions. The whole endeavor was worthy 
both of the memorable event which took the 
association to California and of the very 
high scientific standards which have been 
established in the state. This preparation 
also reflected the very cordial spirit of 
cooperation which now unites stt^tiflo men 
of all parts of the Pacific coi||it Those of 
us from other states who wSTe fortunate 
enough to be present at this admirably 
planned meeting can hardly find words to 
express our appreciation of the labors of 
the various committees, which were com- 
posed of many of the leading men and 
women of the Pacific coast states as wdl as 
of our eastern possessions in the Pacific, 
Hawaii and the Philippines. 

Among the leaders during two years of 
ahnost unceasing preparation were the 
president of the association. Director W. W. 
Campbell of the Lick Observatory, who 
served as chairman of the executive com- 
mittee as well as of the Pacific Coast com- 
mittee, the latter committee including most 
of the prominent scientific men of the Pa- 
cific Coast states. Another very active 
member was Professor Merriam, paleontol- 
ogist of the University of California, who 
ably cooperated with President Campbell 
for the general welfare of the association 
but eq>ecially in the arrangement of the 
programs of the Geological and Paleonto- 
logical Societies. The newly elected presi- 
dent of Stanford University, Professor 
John C. Branner, served as the head of the 
committee on scientific program. Among 
the many ladies who took an active inter- 
est in the social features of the meeting 
may be mentioned Mra Phoebe Appersem 
Hearst, long a patroness of science m the 
Pacific coast, who took the title of honorary 
president of the general committee and 
gave a delightful afternoon reception at the 
Hacienda del Peso de Verona near Pleasan- 
ton. 
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The seientific sessiong were chiefly held 
in the University of California, the presi- 
dent and facility uniting in cordial hospi- 
tality throughout the week. Half days 
and evenings were partly given to visits to 
the Exposi^n. The general evening re- 
ception in ill^ California State Building 
was delightfully arranged. One of the 
very enjoyable features of the meeting was 
Stanford University Day, Wednesday, 
August sixth, during which Ex-presidCnt 
Jordan, President Branner and the faculty 
of the university acted as hosts at Palo 
Alto. 

The excursions were admirably arranged, 
extending to every part of California, and 
it may be said that no other state is so 
crowded with scientific interest. In the 
presence of living volcanoes, living glaciers 
and great recent earthquakes one finds geo- 
logic history still being written. The state 
is absolutely unique also in many , of the 
features of its present abounding animal 
and vegetable life, especially perhaps in 
its forest and desert floras, and is no less 
unique in many features of its coastal 
Pacific life. 

The central subject of the natural history 
of California, of the Pacific coast, and of 
the Pacific ocean naturally dominated the 
meetings, especially those in geology, 
paleontology, seismology, botany, zoology 
and anthropology. Thus the programs of 
all of the sessions, which were throughout 
of exceptional interest, were chiefly devoted 
to what may be called the science of the 
coast, with a lesser amount of time assigned 
for general papers, FOr the public of San 
Francisco three evening public addresses, 
also on Pacific problems, were delivered by 
Professor Daly of l&rvard, Professor 
Scott of Princeton and Professor Reinsch, 
U, S. Ambassador to China. The geol- 
ogists and paleontologists united in a series 
of spirited diactisBions on the means of 


determining the time relations of great 
events in the past history of the state of 
California and events in other parts of 
the United States and the Old World. 
These two societies seldom have had more 
important programs or a more valuable 
series of contributions than those presented 
by the leading geologists of California and 
by the invited geologists and paleontologists 
from the east. Especially noteworthy was 
the contribution on the correlation of the 
Triassic by James Perrin Smith of Stan- 
ford University. The Astronomical Soci- 
ety also had a full and influential meeting 
in joint session with Section A of the asso- 
ciation, concluding with enjoyable excur- 
sions to the Lick Observatory and to the 
Mt. Wilson Observatory near Pasadena. 

Taken altogether the entire program 
proved to be very stimulating to all those 
who came from other sections of the coun- 
try. The broad conception of the original 
purposes of the association, which distin- 
guishes our sister associations of Great 
Britain and the continent, was manifest 
throughout and rendered the Pacific Coast 
meeting one of the most notable and mem- 
orable in our history, 

Fairpisld Osborn 


pnOC:EEDlNOS OF TEE MEETINO 

Th£ opening session of the Pacific Coast 
meeting of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science and of affiliated so- 
cieties was held on Monday morning, August 
2, in the Scottish Bite Auditorium, San Fran- 
cisco, At this session the following addresses 
were given: 

Address of welcome on behalf of the Panama* 
Pacific Istemaldonal Exposition, William Henry 
Oroeker, first vice-president of the Panama-Pacific 
Zntemational iBxposition. 

Addreas of welcome on behalf of the Pacific Di- 
vision of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancemsiit of Science, Benjamin Ida Wheeler, 
president of the University of California. 
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Address of welcome on behalf of the inetitutions 
of learning In the Pacific region^ Pavid Btarr Jor- 
dan, chancellor of Loland Stanford Junior Univer- 
sity. 

Besponae to the addresses of welcome, Henry 
Fairfield Osborn, president of the American Mu- 
seum of Natural History. 

Announcements, L. O. Howard, permanent sec- 
retary of the American Association for the Ad- 
vaneement of Science. 

Address: ** Science and Civilization,'' William 
Wallace Campbell, president of the American As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Science. 

Other general meetings of the asaociation, 
as a whole, included three public evening ad- 
dresses which were presented in Ban Francisco, 
also in the Scottish Rite Auditorium: 

Tuesday, August 3, ‘'Problems of the Pacific 
Islands," Reginald Alaworth Daly, Harvard Uni- 
versity. 

Thursday, August 5, "The Isthmus of Panama 
and Its Influence on the Animal Life of North and 
South America," William Berryman Scott, Prince- 
ton University, 

Friday, August 6, ‘ ‘ The Economic Future of the 
Paclflc, " Paul Samuel Reinsch, American Am- 
bassador to China. 

On Monday evening, August 2, a reception 
was tendered to. the visiting scientists in the 
California Building on the Exposition grounds, 
Ban Francisco. On Thursday afternoon, 
August 5, a garden ffite was prepared for the 
visiting ladies and for the members of the As- 
sociation and of affiliated societies in an oak 
grove cm the campus of the University of Cali- 
fornia. 4 

The sesfliona of sections and of societies on 
Wednesday, August 4, were held at Stanford 
University. Over 400 members and friends of 
the association and affiliated societies were 
taken by a special train from San Francisco to 
Palo Alto on this occasion. After a general 
session for addresses of welcome and of re- 
sponse, luncheon was served in Memorial 
Court, Stanford University. The afternoon 
was devoted to meetings of sections and of so- 
cieties. The visiting ladies were entertained at 
a musioale in Memorial Church, and later in 
the afternoon at tea in the Women’s Club 
House. On Wednesday evening upon the re- 


turn from Stanford University, dinners of sev- 
eral sections and societies were held as follows : 

Section A, Mathematics and Astronomy, the 
American Mathematical Society, and the American 
Astronomical Booietyj Hotel Oakland, Oakland. 

Section B, Physics, and the American Physical 
Society; Jules Cafd, San Francisi^^ 

The (Geological Society of Ame^a, the Paleon- 
tological Society, and the Soismological Society; 
Engineers' Club, Mechanics Institute Building, 
San Francisco. 

Biological Society of the Pacific, jointly with 
visiting biologists; Hotel Sutter, San Francisco. 

Section H, Anthropology and Psychology, and 
the American Psychological Association; Castilian 
Oafd, San Francisco. 

Section H, Anthropology and Psychology, and 
the American Anthropological Association; Hang 
Par Low Caf€, San Francisco. 

Sossions of sections and of societies on other 
days of the week were held at the University of 
California, Berkeley. 

During the latter days of the week and in 
the week succeeding, excursions were organ- 
ized as follows : 

For mathematicians and astronomers to the 
Lick Observatory at Mount Hamilton, includ- 
ing a visit to the home of Mrs, Phoebe Apper- 
Bon Hearst near Pleasanton. 

For geologists to Hunter’s Point, San Fran- 
cisco, for an examination of Franciscan for- 
mation ; to Point Reyes Station, Marin 
County, for an examination of the San An- 
dreas fault and rift; to Lassen Peak, Shasta 
County, to note the recent volcanic activity of 
that mountain ; to Mount Diablo, Contra Costa 
County, to examine the series of strata com- 
posing the geosyncline between the Bay of San 
Francisco and Mount Diablo; and to the To- 
semite Valley region. 

For paleontologists to the shore of San 
Pablo Bay to examine localities for Cre- 
taoauuB, Tertiary and Pleistocene faunas; to 
the Mount Diablo region; to the Ricardo Plio- 
cene beds of the Mohave Desert; to the Pleisto- 
cene asphalt deposits of Rancho La Brea near 
Los Angeles; and to the marine Pleutoeene 
deposits near San Pedro. ^ 

For zoologists and botanists to Muit Woods 
and Mount Tamalpais, and for botanists to the 
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Tosemite Valley and to the Monterey Penin- 
sula and the Oamegie Desert Laboratory at 
Carmel. 

The sections and societies meeting inde- 
pendently or in conjunction with these sections 
upon this occasion were as follows; 

Section Mathematics and Astronomy. 

Section B, Physics. 

Section F, Zoology. 

Section 0, Botany. 

Section H, Anthropology and Psychology. 

Section L, Education. 

Section M, Agriculture. 

Astronomical Society of tbo Pacific. 

American Astronomical Society. 

American Mathematical Society. 

American Physical Society. 

Geological Society of America and the Cordil* 
leran Section. 

Paleontological Society. 

Seismological Society of America. 

.American Society of Naturalists. 

American Society of Zoologists. 

Biological Society of the Pacific. 

Entomological Society of America, 

American Association of Economic Entomolo- 
gists (August 9 and 10). 

Pacific Slope Association of Economic Entomol- 
ogists (August 9 and 10). 

American Phytopathological Society. 

American Pern Society. 

American Psychological Association. 

American Association for the Study of the 
Feeble-Minded. 

American Anthropological Association. 

Archeological Institute of America. 

American Genetic Association. 

Association of American Dairy, Food and Drug 
Officials. 

Altogether over ninety sessions of the as- 
sociation, of sections and of other societies 
were held during this week of meetings. 

The total registered attendance at these 
meetings of members of the association or of 
participating societies was BO0. In addition 
to this registration the names were given of 
174 ladies accompanying members of the so- 
cieties. The attendance from states and from 
abroad was distributed as follows : 

ArtSona, 7 Ooldradci, 4 

Cklifomiav 800 Oa&ne<!tkntj 4 


Delaware, 1 

Pennsylvania, 8 

Florida, 1 

m^ode Island, 1 

Idaho, 5 

South Carolina, 1 

lUinois, 9 

South Dakota, 1 

Indiana, 2 

Tennessee, 1 

Iowa, C 

Texas, 8 

Kansas, 8 

Utah, 9 

Louisiana, 4 

Vermont, 1 

Maine, 1 

Virginia, 1 

Maryland, 5 

Washin^On, 19 

Massachusetts, IS 

Washin^on, D. C., 31 

Michigan, 1 

■West Virginia, 2 

Minnesota, 9 

Wisconsin, 3 

Mississippi, 1 

Wyoming, 2 

Missoiu'i, IS 

Canada, 7 

Montana, 4 

China, 1 

Nebraska, 8 

Cuba, 1 

Nevada, 10 

Danmark, 1 

New nampfthire, 1 

England, 3 

Now Jersey, 6 

Hawaiian Islands, 8 

New Mexico, 3 

Japan, 4 

New York, 24 

Mexico, 2 

North Dakota, 2 

New Zealand, 1 

Ohio, 9 

Philippine Islands, 3 

Oklahoma, 1 

Sweden, 1 

Oregon, 25 

Syria, 1 


Albert L. Barrows, 


Secretcury, Pacific DivUion 


FARMING AND FOOD SUPPLIEa IN TIMS 
OF WARi 

Ageioulturb is the antithesis of war- 
fare; farming is preeminently a peaceful 
avocation, and farmers are essentially men 
of peace. The husbandman is not easily 
disturbed by war's alarms, and his intimate 
association with the placid and inevitable 
processes of nature engenders a calmness of 
spirit which is unshaken by catastrophe. 
Many stories illustrative of this attitude of 
mind come to us from the battlefields. The 
complete detachment of the fighting men 
from the rest of the community which was 
usual up to quite recent times is impossible 
in these days when in almost every country 
the army is not a class but the nation. It 
is inconceivable now that a war could rage 
of which it could be said, as has been said 
of our civil war ; 

Exeeptiag those who were directly engaged in 
the fttmggk, men seemed to follow their ordinary 

1 Address of the president to the Agrieultural 
Section of the British Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Scienoe, Manchester, 1915. 
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btUBmettt ctnd tbeir accuatomed pursuitB. The story 
that a crowd of country genUemeu followed the 
hounds across Msrston Moor, between the two 
armies drawn up in hostile array, may not be true; 
but it illustrates the temper of a large proportion 
of the inhabitants.^ 

But, while farmers and peasants within 
the range of the guns can not now ignore 
the fighting, they have repeatedly demon- 
strated their invincible determination that 
the madness of mankind shall not interrupt 
the calm sanity of the ordered cultivation 
of the soil. Of a district in the Argonne, a 
correspondent, writing in April last, said: 

The spring seed has already been sown or ^s 
being sown, sometimes indifferently, under shell’ 
fire, right up to the edge of the trenches.* 

A story was told of a farmer in Flanders 
looking over the parapet of a trench and de- 
manding of an indignant British officer 
whether any of his men had stolen his pig. 
On receiving a suitable reply, he observed 
that he had already asked the French, who 
also denied all knowledge of the missing 
animal, so that he supposed it must be those 
condemned Germans, whom he forthwith 
proceeded to interview. Such a sublime 
sense of values, such absorption in the 
things that matter, such contempt for the 
senseless proceedings of warfare, are only 
possible to the agriculturist. The quarrels 
of mankind are transient, the prooeaaes of 
nature are eternal. One thinks of Matthew 
Arnold’s lines: 

The East bowed low before the blast 
In patient deep disdain; 

She let the legions thunder past, 

And plunged in thought again. 

But, while the farmer is by instinct a 
pacifist, he is also, in a cause which rouses 
him, a doughty fighter. In that same civil 
war to which so many were indifferent, the 
farmers of East Anglia, under Cromwell, 

aTrotheto, "KngHflh Panning, Past and Pres- 
ent/^ p. 104. 

8 GauMe, April 80, 1916. 


changed the course of English history; and 
the thoroughness with which they turned 
their ploughshares into swords is demon- 
strated by the fact that when they took to 
soldiering they put the nation for the first 
and only time under what is now termed 
militarism; that is, government controlled 
by the army. In the last battle fought on 
English soil the yeomen and peasants of 
the West Country proved, amid the butch- 
ery of Sedgemoor, that bucolic lethargy can 
bo roused to desperate courage. Indeed, 
through all our island story, since the Eng- 
lish yeomen fiarst broke the power of medi- 
eval chivalry and established the supremacy 
of infantry in modern warfare, it has been 
from the rural districts that the nation has 
drawn its military strength. Even in the 
present war, when the armies of the empire 
have been drawn from all classes of the 
community, the old county regiments and 
the yeomanry squadrons with their roots 
in the countryside have proved once more 
that the peaceful rustic is as undismayed on 
the field of battle as on the fields of peace. 

It is, however, in his pacific rather than 
in his belligerent aspect that the British 
farmer now claims our attention, and, be- 
fore considering the position of farming in 
the present war, we may briefly glance at 
its position when a century ago the nation 
was similarly engaged in a vital struggle. 

From February 1793 until 1815, with two 
brief intervals, we were at war, and the con- 
flict embraced not only practically all Eu- 
rope but America as well. The latter half 
of the eighteenth century had witnessed a 
revolution of British agriculture. The 
work of Jethro Tull, “Turnip'^ Townshend, 
Bobert Bakewell, and their disriples, had 
established the principles of modem farm- 
ing. Ooke of Holkham had began bis mis- 
sionary work; Arthur Toung was preach- 
ing the gospel of progress; and in X803 
Humphry Davy delivered bis epoeb-ma^ 
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king ketures on agricultural chemistry. 
Common-field cultivation, with all its hin- 
drances to progress, was rapidly being ex- 
tinguished, accelerated by the General In- 
closure Act of 1801, A general idea of the 
state of agriculture may be obtained from 
the estimates made by W. T. Comber of 
the area in England and Wales under 
different crops in 1808. There were then 
no official returns, which, indeed, were not 
started until 1866 ; but these estimates have 
been generally accepted as approximately 
accurate and are at any rate the nearest 
approach we have to definite information, 
I give for comparison the figures from 
the agricultural returns of 1914, which ap- 
proximately correspond to those of the 
earlier date ; 


Wheat 

1B08 

Aerw 

3,160,000 

19U 

AorM 

1,807,498 

Barley and rye 

861,000 

1,568,670 

Oats and beans 

2,872,000 

2,223,642 

Clover, rye'grass, etc. . , 

1,149,000 

2,588,783 

Boots and cabbages 
cultivated by the 

plough 

1,150,000 

2,077,487 

Pallow 

2,297,000 

840,737 

Hop grounds 

86,000 

86,661 

Land depastured by 

cattle 

17,479,000 

16,116,750 


The returns in 1914 comprise a larger 
variety of crops than were cultivated in 
1808. Potatoes, for instance, were then 
only just beginning to be grown as a field- 
crop, and I have included them together 
with Kohl-rabi and rape, among ''roots and 
cabbages.'’ 

The population of England and Wales 
in 1801 was 8,892,536, so that there were 
35i acres under wheat for every hundred 
inhabitants. In 1914 the population was 
37,302,983, and for every hundred inhabi- 
tants there were 5 acres under wheat. 

The yield of wheat during the twenty 
years ending 1796 Was estimated at 3 qrs. 


per acre;^ in 1914 it was 4 qrs. per acre. 
The quantity of home-grown wheat per 
head of population was therefore 8^ bushels 
in 1808, and IJ bushels in 1914. Never- 
theless, even at that time, the country was 
not self-supporting in breadstuffs. In 1810, 

1.306.000 qrs. of wheat and 473,000 cwt, of 
flour were imported. The average annual 
imports of wheat from 1801 to 1810 were 

601.000 qrs., and from 1811 to 1820 458,000 
qrs, Up to the last decade of the eighteenth 
century England was an exporting rather 
than an importing country, and bounties on 
exports were offered when prices were low, 
from 1689 to 1814, though none were, in 
fact, paid after 1792. 

During the war period we are consider- 
ing, the annual average price of wheat 
ranged from 49s 3d per qr. in 1793 to 
126 s 6 d per qr, in 1812 ; the real price in 
the latter year, owing to the depreciation of 
the currency, being not more than 100 s. 
In 1814 the nominal price was 748 4d and 
the real price not more than 54 s per qr.® 
The extent to which these high and widely 
varying prices were affected by the Euro- 
pean war has been the subject of contro- 
versy. As we mainly depended on the Con- 
tinent for any addition to our own re- 
sources, the diminished production daring 
the earlier years in the Netherlands, Ger- 
many and Italy, and in the later years of 
the war in Russia, Poland, Prussia, Saxony 
and the Peninsula, reduced possible sup- 
plies. At the same time the rates of freight 
and insuranoe, especially in the later years 
of the war, increased veiy considerably. 
Took® mentions a freight of £30 per ton on 
hemp from St. Petersburg in 1809. On the 
other hand, a powerful impetus was given 

^Eepott of Select Committee on the means of 
promvtiiig the cnltivatioi} and imptovemeni of the 
waste, tmiaoloesd and unprodactive lands of the 
kiagdom, 1795. 

« Porter's '^Progress of the Nation," by P. W. 
Hirst, p, 188. 
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to home production, which was stimulated 
by government action and private enter- 
prise. Inclosure was encouraged by the 
General Inclosure Act of 1801, and 1,934 
IncloflFure Acts were passed from 1793 to 
1815. The schemes for increasing and con- 
serving food supplies were various. The 
Board of Agriculture, for example, offered 
prizes of 50, 30 and 20 guineas, respectively, 
to the persons who in the spring of 1805 
cultivated the greatest number of acres — 
not less than 20 — of spring wheat.® In 
1795 a Select Committee recommended that 
bounties should be granted to encourage the 
<!ultivation of potatoes on ‘^ands at present 
lying waste, uncultivated, or unproduc- 
tive,” and that means sliould at once be 
iidopted to add at least 150,000 and perhaps 
300,000 acres to the land under cultivation 
” as the only effectual means of preventing 
that importation of corn, and disadvantages 
therefrom, by which this country has al- 
ready so deeply suffered.'^ Another view 
of importation is presented by Tooke, who, 
in a discussion of the effect of the war, 
says: 

Aitboiigh the war can not have been said to have 
operated upon the supply of agricultural produce 
of our own growth and other native commodities, 
Builiciently to Outweigh the circumstancea favor- 
able to reproduction, it operated most powerfully 
in increasing the cost of production and In ob- 
structing the supply of such commodities as we 
stood In need of from abroad. It is therefore tp 
war chiefly as affecting the cost of production and 
diminishing the supply, by obstructions to impor- 
tation, at a time when by a succession of unfavor- 
able seasons our own produce became inadequate 
to the average consumption, that any considerable 
proportion of the range of high prices is to be at- 
tributed.'*^ 

The main cause of high prices and scar- 
city wes the failure of the harvests. Mr. 

Annals of Agriculture/' 1806. 

T**IIistoTy of Prices/' od. 1838, Vol. I., p. llfl. 


Prothero thus analyses the wheat harvests 
of the twenty-two years 1793-1814: 

Fourteen were deflcient; in seven out of the 
fourteen the crops failed to a remarkable extent, 
namely in 1705, 1799, 1800, 1809, 1810, 1811, 
1812. Six produced an average yield. Only two, 
1796 and 1813, were abundant; but the latter was 
long regarded as the best within living memoiy.^ 

It appears paradoxical, but in a sense it 
is true, to say that the scarcity of wheat in 
certain years arose from the fact that the 
country was too largely dependent on its 
own crop. The risk of a bad harvest in a 
climate such as that of the British Isles 
must always be serious, and by the fortune 
of war this risk between 1793 and 1814 
turned out to be very high. When supplies 
are drawn from the four quarters of the 
globe, it is evident that the risk of a short- 
age in time of peace is greatly reduced. 
Whether in a great war it is preferable to 
be more dependent on the sea than on the 
season is debatable. 

In comparison with wars for national 
existence, such as that against Napoleon 
and in a still sterner sense that in which we 
are now engaged, other conflicts appear in- 
significant. The Crimean War, however, 
did affect our food supplies and had a re- 
flex action on British agriculture. The 
cessation of imports from Russia caused a 
rise in the price of com. The average price 
of wheat rose to 728 5d per qr. in 1854, 
74s 8d in 1855 and 69s 2d in 1856. Only 
once before (in 1839) during the previous 
thirty-five years had it risen above 70s. 
There were then no agricultural returns, 
but the estimates of Lawes, which were gen. 
erally accepted, put the area under wheat 
at a little more than 4,000,000 acres, a 
higher figure than has been suggested for 
any other period. It is, indeed, highly 
probable that the Crimean War marked the 
maximnim of wheat cultivation in this coun* 

• ‘'EaglUh Faming, Past and Presaat/’ p. 969. 



OCTOBXa 8, 10151 


SCIENCE 


479 


try. It was a time of great agricultural 
activity and of rapid progress. To their 
astonishment, farmers had found, after an 
interval of panic, that the repeal of the 
com laws had not obliterated British agri- 
culture and that even the price of wheat 
was not invariably lower than it had often 
been before 1846. Caird had preached 
**high farming” in 1848 and found many 
disciples, capital was poured into the land, 
and the high prices of the Crimean period 
stimulated enterprise and restored confi- 
dence in agriculture. 

To generalize very roughly, it may be 
said that while the Napoleonic wars were 
followed by the deepest depression in agri- 
culture, the Crimean War was followed by 
a heyday of agricultural prosperity which 
lasted for over twenty years. What the 
agricultural sequel to the present war may 
be, I leave to others to estimate, and I turn 
to consider briefly some of its effects on 
British farming up to the present time. 

Harvest had just begun when war broke 
out on August 4 ; indeed, in the earlier dis- 
tricts a good dea!l of* com was already cut. 
The harvest of 1914 was, in fact, with the 
exception of that of 1911, the earliest of 
recent years, as it was also one of the most 
quickly gathered. The agricultural situa- 
tion may perhaps be concisely shown by 
giving the returns of the crops then in 
hand, i. e., in course of gathering or in the 
ground, with the numbers of live stock as 
returned on farms in the previous June. 
The figures are for the United Kingdom, 
and I add the average for the preceding ten 
years for comparison ; 


Averts 

I9li 1M4-18 

Wheat r, 804, 000 7,094,000 

Baxley.... 8,060,000 7,966,000 

Oats £0,664,000 81,664,000 

Beans . 1,180,000 1,0O9/>OO 

Peu 874,000 688,000 



Tons 

Tons 

Potatoes 

, 7,476,000 

6,692,000 

Turnips and swedes . 

. 24,106,000 

26,901,000 

Mangold 

. 9,522,000 

0,034,000 

Hay 

. 12,408,000 

14,148,000 


Cwtfl. 

CvtS. 

Hops 

607,000 

364,000 


No. 

No. 

Cattle 

. 12,185,000 

11,756,000 

Slieep 

. 27,064,000 

20,882,000 

Pigs 

. 3,053,000 

3,806,000 

Horses 

. 1,851,000 

2,060,000 


Farmers had thus rather more than their 
usual supplies of nearly every crop, the 
chief deficiencies being in peas, roots and 
hay. The shortage of the hay-crop was, 
however, in some measure made up by the 
large stocks left from the unusually heavy 
crop of 1913. It was fortunate from the 
food-supply point of view that two of the 
most plentiful crops were wheat and pota- 
toe.s. The head of cattle was very satis- 
factory, being the largest on record, and 
pigs were well above average. Sheep, al- 
ways apt to fluctuate in numbers, were, 
much below average, the total being the 
smallest since 1882 with the exception of 
1913. 

On the whole, it was a good year agricul- 
turally, and the supply of home-grown pro- 
duce at the beginning of the war was boun- 
tiful. Nature at any rate had provided for, 
us more generously than we had a right to 
expect. 

At first it appeared as if fanners were 
likely to be soflerers rather than gainers by 
the war. Prices of feeding-stuffs, espe- 
cially linseed and cotton-cakes, maize-meal, 
rice-meal and barley-meal, rose at once, re- 
cruiting affected the labor supply, and difiS- 
cnlties arose in the distribution of produce 
by rail. With one or two exceptions, such 
as oats, riie prices of farm produce showed' 
bat little rise for three or four months after, 
the war began. Wheat rose about 10 per 
e«Dt., barley remained about normal, cattie 
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by November had not risen more than 3 per 
eent,^ sheep and veahcalves showed no rise 
until December, while poultry was actually 
cheaper than usual, though eggs rose con- 
siderably. Butter rose slightly, and cheese 
remained about normal. Up to nearly the 
end of the year, in fact, it may be said gen- 
erally that British farm-produce made very 
little more money than usual. 

Meanwhile the nation began to take a 
keen interest in the agricultural resources 
of the country, and farming became the 
object of general solicitude. We started 
with great energy to improvise, in truly 
British fashion, the means of facing the 
supreme crisis of our fate, but the elemen- 
tary fact at once became obvious that it is 
impossible to improvise food. The main 
farm-crops take an unreasonably long time 
to grow, even if the land is prepared for 
them, and a sudden extension of the area 
under cultivation is not a simple proposi- 
tion. It was freely pointed out — ^with un- 
deniable truth — ^that our agricultural sys- 
tem had not been arranged to meet the con- 
ditions of a great European war, and many 
suggestions were made to meet the emer- 
gency. Some of these suggestions involved 
intervention by legislative or administra- 
tive action. It was decided that any at- 
tempt violently to divert the course of farm- 
ing from its normal channels would prob- 
ably not result in an increased total pro- 
duction from the land. The agricultural 
consultative committee, appointed by the 
president of the board of agriculture on 
August 10, issued some excellent advice to 
farmers as to their general line of policy 
and the best means by which they could 
serve the nation, and this was supplemented 
by the board and by the agricultural col- 
leges and local organizations throughout the 
country. No less than thirty special leaflets 
were issued by the board, but, while it may, 
I think, fairly be claimed that all the re- 


commendations made officially were sound 
and reasonable, I should be the last to aver 
that farmers were universally guided by 
them. They do not accept official action 
effusively: 

Unkempt about those hedges blows 

An English unofficial rose, 

and official plants do not flourish naturally 
in farm hedgerows. It was, however, fairly 
evident that patriotism would suggest an 
effort to obtain the maximum production 
from the land, and there were good reasons 
to think that self-interest would indicate 
the same course. It must be admitted, how- 
ever, that daring the autumn the lure of 
self-interest was not very apparent. Pood- 
prices, however, at the end of the year be- 
gan to rise rapidly. English wheat in De- 
cember was 25 per cent, above the July 
level, in January 46 per cent., in February 
and March 60 per cent., and in May 80 
per cent. Imported wheat generally rose 
to a still greater extent, prices in May stand- 
ing for No. 2 North Manitoba 95 per cent., 
and No. 2 Hard Winter 90 per cent, above 
July level. The greater rise in imported 
wheat may be noted as vindicating farmers 
against the charge which was made against 
them of unreasonably withholding their 
wheat from the market. Cattle and sheep 
rose more slowly, but in March prices of 
both bad risen by 20 per cent., and in May 
and June cattle had risen by about 40 per 
cent. Batter rose by about 20 per cent, and 
cheese by about 40 per cent Milk rose 
little through the winter, but when summer 
contracts were made prices remained gen- 
erally at the winter level. 

British agriculture, like the British Isles, 
is a comparatively small affair geograph- 
ically. The 47 million acres which it oc- 
cupies, compared with the 80 million acres 
of Germany or the 90 million amres of 
France, and still more with the 290 million 
acres of the United States, represent an. 
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ares which may be termed manageable and 
about which one migd^t expect to generalize 
without much difficulty. But, in fact, gen- 
eralization is impossible. Even on the 27 
million acres of farm land in England and 
Wales there is probably more diversity to 
the square mile than in any country on 
earth. The variations in local conditions, 
class of farming, and status of occupier 
preclude the possibility of making any gen- 
eral statement without elaborate qualifica- 
tions. Thus whatever one might say as to 
the effects of the war on agriculture would 
be certain to be inaccurate in some districts 
and as regards some fanners. 

There are three main agricultural groups, 
corn-growing, grazing and dairying. They 
overlap and intermingle indefinitely, and 
there are other important groups, such 
as fruit-growing, vegetable-growing, hop- 
growing, etc., which represent a very large 
share of the enterprise and capital engaged 
on the land. The receipts of the corn- 
growing farmer generally speaking were 
substantially increased. Probably about 
50 per cent, of the wheat-crop had been sold 
before prices rose above 40 b per quarter, 
and there was very little left on the farms 
when they reached their maximum in May. 
Oats rose rather more quieMy, but did not 
reach so high a level, relatively, as wheat. 
Barley — owing perhaps to enforced and 
voluntary temperance — ^never made excep- 
tional prices, and in fact the best malti^ 
barleys were of rather less than average 
value. There is no doubt, however, that 
farmers who depended mainly on corn- 
growing found an exceptionally good mar- 
ket for their crops and made substantial 
profits. Farmers who depended mainly on 
stock were less generally fortunate, al- 
though stock were at a faitiy hijdi level of 
price when the war began. Sheep for some 
time showed no signs of getting dearer, but 
in the spring prices rose substantially, and 


a good demand for wool — ^wfaich in one or 
two oases touched 28 per lb. — ^made the 
flookmasters* returns on the whole very 
satisfactory. Cattle followed much the 
same course; stores were dear, but by the 
time fat stock came out of the yards or off 
the grass prices had rismi to a very remu- 
nerative leveL The large demands on im- 
ported supplies of meat for the British and 
French armies occasioned a distinct short- 
age for the civil population, but this was 
relieved by a reduced demand, so that the 
effect upon prices of native beef and mutton 
was not BO great as might have been ex- 
pected. The infiuenoe of a rise of price 
upon demand is more marked in the case of 
meat than in that of bread. While there 
has been a distinct redaction in the con- 
sumption of meat, there is no evidence of a 
reduced consumption of bread. 

Dairy farmers generally found them- 
selves in difficulties. Prices of butter and 
cheese increased bnt slightly, and milk re- 
mained for a considerable period almost 
unchanged. The rise in the prices of feed- 
ing-stuffs and the loss of milkers aggra- 
vated their troubles. An actual instance of 
the position in February as affecting a 
fairly typical two-hundred acre farm may 
be quoted. It had thirty milch cows pro- 
ducing about 16,500 gallons per annum. 
The cake bill ^owed an advance of fifty 
per cent., and wages had risen twelve per 
cent. It was calculated that the extra cost 
was 1.3 d per gallon of milk. Later the 
prices of milk, butter and cheese rose, but 
on the whole it can not be said that dairy 
farmers generally made exceptional profits. 

While it is certain that the gross receipts 
by farmers were substantially increased, it is 
very difficult to estimate what the net pecuni- 
ary gain to agriculture has been. It can only 
be said generally that while some have made 
substantial profits, which were probably in 
very few eases excessive, many others have 
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on balance (after allowing for extra coot) 
done no better financially, and some per- 
haps even worse, than in an average year 
of peace. With regard to one item of 
extra cost, that of labor, it is possible to 
make an approximate estimate. Agricul- 
tural laborers were among the first to re- 
spond to the call for the new armies, and, 
up to the end of January, fifteen per cent, 
had joined the forces of the Crown. This 
considerable depletion of labor was not 
acutely felt by farmers during the winter, 
but during the spring and summer serious 
diflScuJty was exp(?rienced and many de- 
vices w^ere suggested — some of which were 
adopted — for meeting it. Naturally the 
wages of those agricultural laborers who 
were left rose, the rise varying in different 
districts but being generally from Is 6d 
to 38 per week. Owing to the rise in the 
price of commodities, this increase of wages 
can not be regarded as a profit to the 
laborers, but it is, of course, on outlay by 
farmers, which in England and Wales may 
be reckoned as amounting to an aggregate 
of about £2,000,000. 

This country has never suffered from a 
dearth of agricultural advisers, and in such 
a time as the present, when every one is 
anxious to help the country, it is natural 
that they should be unusually plentiful. 
Advice was freely offered both to the gov- 
ernment how to deal with farmers and to 
farmers how to deal with the land. 
Whetlier in consequence of advice or in 
spite of it, it may fairly be said that farmers 
throughout the United Kingdom have done 
their duty. They have met their difficulties 
doggedly and have shown an appreciation 
of the situation which does credit to their 
intelligence. It was not easy last autumn 
when farmers had to lay their plans for the 
agricultural year to forecast the future. 
We were all optimists then, and many 
thought that the war might be over before 


the crops then being planted were reaped. 
It was clear, however, that the national 
Interest lay in maintaining and, so far as 
possible, increasing the produce of the 
land. In the quiet, determined way whioh 
is characteristic of them, fanners devoted 
themselves to the task, and the returns re- 
cently issued give the measure of their 
achievement. They have added twenty-five 
per cent, to the acreage of wheat and seven 
per cent, to the acreage of oats, and they 
have kept the area of potatoes up to the 
high and sufficient level of the previous 
year. These are the three most important 
crops. They have also not only increased 
the stock of cattle, which was already the 
largest on record, but, in spite of unfavor- 
able conditions and a bad lambing season, 
they have increased the stock of sheep. In 
view of these facts, I venture to say that 
British and Irish farmers have shown both 
patriotism and intelligence, and may fairly 
claim to have contributed their share to the 
national effort. 

The share of British agriculture in the 
food supply of the nation is more consider- 
able than is sometimes realized. When I 
last had the honor to address the British 
association I ventured to emphasize this 
point, and I may be allowed to repeat, in 
a somewhat different form and for a later 
period, the figures then given. Taking 
those articles of food which are more or less 
produced at home, the respective propor- 
tions contributed by the United Kingdom, 
the rest of the Empire, and foreign coun- 
tries were on the average of the five years 
1910-^14 as given in the table. 

The war has directly affected some of 
our food supplies by interposing barriers 
against the exports of certain countrioi. 
Fortunately we were in no way dependent 
for any of these foods upon our enemies, 
though Germany was one of our main 
sources of supply for sugar. We received 
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17.1 
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25.1 
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61.6 

Cheese... 

19.5 

66.4 

16,1 

Milk (including cream) 

95.4 

0.0 

4.6 

Fruit I 

36.3 

8.0 

55.4 

Vegetables | 

91.8 

1.1 

7.1 
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some small quantities of wheat or flour and 
of eggs from Germany, Hungary and Tur- 
key, some poultry from Austria-Hungary, 
and some fruit from Germany and Turkey, 
but the whole amount was insignificant. 
The practical cessation of supplies from 
Russia was the most serious loss, as we drew 
from thence on an average 9 per cent of 
our wheat, 9 per cent, of our butter and 
16 per cent, of our eggs. 

The rather humiliating panic which took 
possession during the first few days of the 
war of a certain section of the population, 
who rushed to accumulate stores of provi- 
sions, arose not only from selfishness but 
from insuflScient appreciation of the main 
facts about food supplies. Our large im- 
ports of food are constantly dinned into 
the ears of the people, but the extent and 
possibilities of our native resources are 
practically unknown. It is very natural, 
therefore, that the man in the street should 
assume that even a temporary interruption 
of oversea supplies would bring us face to 
face with famine. 

Within the first few days of the war, the 
government, through the board of agricul- 
ture, obtained returns not only of the stocks 
of all kinds of food^stuffs in the country but 
also of the stocks of f eeding-stufls for ani- 
mals and of fertilizers for the land. Powers 
were taken under the articles of commerce 
(retumjg, etc-) act to compel holders of 


stocks to make returns, but it is due to the 
trading community to say that in only two 
instances, so far as the board of agriculture 
was concerned, was it necessary to have re- 
course to compulsion. The returns of stocks 
of food-stuffs, feeding-stufls and fertilizers 
have been made regularly to the board of 
agriculture® every month since the out- 
break of war, and the loyal cooperation of 
the traders concerned deserves cordial re- 
cognition by those whose official duty has 
been rendered comparatively easy by their 
assistance. I may be allowed to add that 
the readiness with which traders communi- 
cated information which was, of course, of 
a very confidential nature, displayed a con- 
fidence in government departments which 
they may regard with some satisfaction, 

A very casual glance at the national 
dietary suffices to show that John Bull is 
an omnivorous feeder, and as the whole 
world has eag(3rly catered for his table hia 
demands are exigent. But, for various rea- 
sons, our daily bread, reluctant though 
most of us would be to be restricted to it, 
is regarded as the measure and index of our 
food supplies. On the 4th of August the 
board of agriculture published an announce- 
ment that they estimated the wheat-crop 
then on the verge of harvest at 7,000,000 
quarters, and that, including other stocks 
in hand, there was at that time sufficient 
wheat in the country to feed the whole 
population for four months; and a few 
days later, having then obtained further 
information from about 160 of the prin- 
cipal millers, they stated that the supplies 
in the country were sufficient for five 
months^ consumption. The board also an- 
nounced, on August 6, that the potato crop 
would furnish a full supply for a whole 

^BetuniB in Scotland and Ireland are made to 
the Agricultural Departments of those countries 
a^d tbs results transmitted to the Board of Agri- 
culture end Fisheries. 
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year’s consumption without the necessity 
for any addition from imports. When it 
was further announced that the govern- 
ment had taken steps to ensure against a 
shortage of sugar it began to be generally 
realized that at any rate the country was 
not in imminent danger of starvation. In- 
deed, on a broad survey of the whole situa- 
tion, it was apparent that our native re- 
sources, together with the accumulated 
stocks of various commodities held in gran- 
aries, warehouses and cold stores, would en- 
able the United Kingdom to face even the 
unimaginable contingency of a complete 
blockade of all its ports for a considerable 
period. 

Nevertheless it was abundantly evident, 
not only to the man in the street, but even 
to those whose duty it was to consider such 
matters, that the maintenance of regular 
supplies was essential to avoid undue deple- 
tion of stocks. The risk that a certain num- 
ber of vessels carrying food to this country 
might be sunk by the enemy was obvious, 
and it was at first very difiScult to measure 
it. After a year of strenuous endeavor by 
the enemy it is satisfactory to record that, 
although a few cargoes of food-stuffs have 
been sunk, the effect on supplies has been 
practically negligible. 

Under these circumstances it appeared 
that, provided adequate protection were 
given against unusual risks, commercial 
enterprise might in the main be relied upon 
to supply the demands of the people in the 
normal manner and in the usual course of 
business. It is a self-evident axiom that 
it is better not to interfere in business 
matters unless there is a paramount neoes- 
gity for interference. 

The machinery of modem business in a 
highly organized community is very com- 
plicated; the innumerable cog-wheels are 
hidden while the machine is running nor- 
mally, but every single one of these becomes 


very obvious when you attempt to intro- 
duce a crowbar. With one or two excep- 
tions the purveyors of food to the nation 
were left to conduct their business without 
official interference, though the board of 
trade took steps to ascertain what were the 
retail prices justified by the wholesale con- 
ditions and to disseminate the information 
for the protection of consumers against un- 
reasonable charges. 

One measure of a drastic and widespread 
nature was adopted. The exportation of a 
large number of commodities was prohib- 
ited. This was done for two reasons; (1) 
to conserve stocks in this country, and (2) 
to prevent goods from reaching the enemy. 
The latter object could be attained only 
very partially by this method so long as any 
sources of supply other than the ports of 
the United Kingdom were open to the 
enemy or to adjoining neutral countries. 
The fonner object — with which we are now 
only concerned — ^was on the whole achieved. 
The board of agriculture, concerned for 
the maintenance of our fiocks and herds, 
at once secured a general prohibition of the 
exportation of all kinds of feeding-stuffs 
for animals. Many kinds of food-stuffs 
were at once included and later additions 
were made, so that for a long time past 
nearly all kinds of food have been included, 
though in some cases the prohibition does 
not apply to the British Empire or to our 
Allies. The exportation of fertilizers, agri- 
cultural seeds, binder twine and certain 
other commodities more or less directly con. 
nected with the conservation of our food 
supplies, was also prohibited, so that gen- 
erally it may be said that the outiet for any 
food in the country was under effective 
control. This is not the time or place to 
discuss the reasons why in some instances 
limited quantities of certain articles were 
allowed to escape under license. It is only 
necessary to remaric that in all such eases 
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there were cogent reasons in the national 
interest for the action taken. 

Direct government intervention in regard 
to food supplies was limited to three com- 
modities — sugar, meat and wheat. In the 
case of sugar the whole business of supply 
was taken over by the government — a huge 
undertaking but administratively a com- 
paratively simple one, owing to the fact that 
there are no home-grown supplies. Inter- 
vention in the meat trade was necessitated 
by the fact that the enormous demands of 
the allied armies had to be met by drafts 
upon one particular kind of meat and 
mainly from one particular source. The 
board of trade cooperated with the war 
office, and a scheme was evolved whereby 
a very large part of the output of meat 
from South America and Australia comes 
under government control. 

As regards wheat, the intervention of the 
government took two forms. The scheme 
whereby the importation of wheat from 
India was undertaken by the British gov- 
ernment, in cooperation with the Indian 
government, arose primarily from condi- 
tions in India rather than from conditions 
in the United Kingdom, although it is 
hoped and believed that the results will 
prove to be mutually advantageous. Other 
than this the intervention of the govern- 
ment in regard to wheat was devised as an 
insurance against the risk of interruption 
of normal supplies, its main object being to 
prevent the stocks of wheat in the country 
from falling to a dangerous level at a time 
when the home crop would be practically 
e^chausted. When the home crop is just 
harvested there are ample reserves in the 
country for some months, and, as the United 
States and Canada are at the same time 
selling freely, stocks held by the trade are 
usually high* While home-grown wheat 
remains on the farms it is practically an 
additional reserve supplementary to the 


commercial reserves. When it leaves the 
farmers’ hands, even although it may not 
actually go into consumption, it becomes 
part of the commercial reserve. This re- 
serve in the nature of business tends to be 
constant, but fluctuates within rather wide 
limits under the influence of market condi- 
tions. If the price of wheat rises substan- 
tially and the capital represented by a 
given quantity increases, there is a natural 
tendency to reduce stocks. If also there is 
any indication of a falling market ahead, 
whether from favorable crop prospects or 
the release of supplies now held off the 
market for any reason, a prudent trader 
reduces his stocks to the smallest quantity 
on which he can keep his business running. 
So long as shipments reach this country, as 
in normal times they do, with, as a member 
of the Baltic once expressed it to me, ‘*the 
regularity of buses running down Cheap- 
side,” the country may safely rely on re- 
ceiving its daily broad automatically. But if 
any interruption occurred at a time when 
the trade, for the reasons just indicated, hap- 
pened to be running on low stocks, the mar. 
gin for contingencies might be insufficient 
I am, of course, debarred from discussing 
the method adopted or the manner in which 
the scheme was carried out, but, as the 
cereal year for which it was devised is over> 
it is permissible to state that the object in 
view was successfully achieved. 

Of the 47,000,000 people who form the 
population of the United Kingdom the 
large majority are absolutely dependent 
for their daily food on the organization and 
regular distribution of supplies. The coun- 
tryn^n, even if he possesses no more than 
a pig and a garden, might exist for a short 
time, but the town-dweller would speedily 
startle if the organization of supplies broke 
down. He does not, perhaps, suflSoiently 
realise the intricacy of the commercial ar- 
rangements which make up that organiza- 
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tion, or the obstacles which arise when the 
whole economic basis of the community is 
disturbed by a cataclysm such as that 
which came upon us thirteen months ago. 
The sorry catchword business as usual*' 
must have sounded very ironically in the 
ears of many business men confronted with 
unforeseen and unprecedented difficulties 
on every side. The indomitable spirit with 
which they were met, the energy and deter- 
mination with which they were overcome, 
afford further evidence of that which has 
been so gloriously demonstrated on land 
and sea, that the traditional courage and 
grit of the British race have not been lost. 

To the question how have our oversea 
food supplies been maintained during the 
first year of the war, the best answer can 
be given in figures. 

Imports of the principal kinds of food 
during the first eleven months of the war 
were as under, the figures for the corre- 


spending period of 1913-14 being i 
for comparison : 
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In total weight of these food-stuffs, the 
quantity brought to our shores was rather 
larger in time of war than in time of peace. 
Yet one still occasionally meets a purblind 
pessimist who plaintively asks what the 
navy is doing. This is a part of the answer. 
It is also a measure of the success of the 
much-advertised German ^‘blockade’* for 
the starvation of England. So absolute a 
triumph of sea-power in the first year of 
war would have been treated as a wild 


dream by the most confirmed optimist two 
years ago. The debt which the nation owes 
to our sailor-men is already immeasurable. 
That before the enemy is crushed the debt 
will be increased we may be assured. The 
crisis, of our fate has not yet passed, and 
we may be called upon to meet worse trials 
than have yet befallen us. But in the navy 
is our sure and certain hope. 

That which they have done is but earnest of the 
things that they shall do. 

Under the protection of that silent shield 
the land may yield its increase untrodden 
by the invading foot, the trader may pur- 
sue his business undismayed by the threats 
of a thwarted foe, and the nation may rely 
that, while common prudence enjoins strict 
economy in husbanding our resources, suffi- 
cient supplies of food will be forthcoming 
for all the reasonable needs of the people. 

E. H. Rew 


THIS MASCBESTSB MEETINC^ OE THE 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION 

In an account of the meeting Nature states 
that the number of members and associates 
(1,438), although satisfactory in the circum- 
stances, was small as compared with previous 
meetings. But it is said that the section rooms 
were well filled both in the morning and after- 
noon sittings, and the proceedings were of 
exceptional interest. 

The reception by the Lord Mayor in the 
School of Technology on Wednesday evening 
was the only general social function of the 
week, but being fixed on the second day of the 
meeting it gave a welcome opportunity to 
memibers to meet their friends as well as to 
inspect the machinery, appliances and lecture- 
rooms with which this great institution is 
equipped. The arrangements made by the 
committee for the visits of members to fac- 
tories, warehouses, municipal undertakings 
and various places of special interest in Man- 
chester and district worked well, and the short 
excursions were well attended. The cntken’a 
lectures given in Manchester arid other towns 
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in the neighborhood attracted large audiences. 
The subjects dealt with were: *'Eyolution and 
War/' by Professor F. W. Gamble; “The 
Strategic Geography of the War/' by Dr. 
Vaughan Cornish; “The Making of a Big 
Gun/' by Dr. W. Rosenham; “Daily TTsea of 
Astronomy/' by Mr. A. B, Hinks; “Health 
Conditions in the Modem Workshop/' by Pro- 
fessor B. Moore ; “ Formation of the Stin and 
Stars” by the Rev, A. L. Oortie; “ Some Les- 
sons from Astronomy/' by Professor H. H. 
Turner; and on “Curiosities and Defects of 
Sight/' by Dr. W. Stirling, professor of physi- 
ology in the University of Manchester. 

Grants of money appropriated for scientific 
purposes on behalf of the general committee 
are given below. The names of members en- 
titled to call on the general treasurer for 
grants are prefixed to the respective com- 
mittees. Of the forty-one committees receiv- 
ing grants, only five are new. 

SECTION A — mathematical AND PHYSICAL SCIENCE 

£ 

Professor H. H, Turner — Seism ©logical obser- 


vations 180 

Sir W, Bamsay — Tables of constants ........ -10 


Professor M. J. M. Hill — Mathematical tables. 35 


SECTION B — CHEMISTBY 

Professor H, E. Armstrong — Dynamic isomer- 
ism £0 

Professor P. S. Kipping — Aromatic nitro- 

amines 50 

Mr, A. D, Hall — Plant enatyines 10 

Professor H. E, Armstrong — Solubility phe- 
nomena 5 

Professor H. E, Armstrong — ^Eucalypts 30 

Professor Orme Masson — Influence of weather 
conditions on nitrogen acids in rainfall and 

atmosphere 20 

Professor W. J. Pope — Crystalline form and 

molecular structure 10 

Dr. P. D. Chattaway — Non*aroznatic diaaon- 

ium salts 8 

Sir J. J. Dohbie — ^Absorption spectra, etc 10 

SECTION 0~4J»OLOOy 

Professor Grenville Oole-^ld red sandstone 

rocks of Kiltorcan 7 

Professor W. W. Watte— Crlttoal sections In 
Paleosolc rocks 20 


Professor P. F. Kendall — ^List of characteristic 

fossils 1^ 

Dr. J". Horne — Old red sandstone rocks at 

Ehynie 25 

Dr. K Kidston — Lower Carboniferous flora at 
Gullane - ^ 


SECTION D — ZOOLOGY 

Dr, A. E. Shipley — Belmullet Whaling Station. 25 

BECTtON E — GEOGRAPHY 

Sir (a P. Lucas — Conditions determining selec- 
tion of sites and names for towns 15 

SECTION T — ECONOMIC gOIKNOB AND STATISTICS 


Professor J, H. Muirhead — Fatigue from eco- 
nomic standpoint * 40* 

Professor W. R. Scott — Industrial unrest 20 

professor W. R. Scott — -Women in industry ... DO 
Professor W. R. Scott — EflFocts of war on 
credit, etc 25 

SECTION G — ^ENGINEERING 
Professor J. Perry — Complex stress distribu- 
tions 40 

Er. Dugald Clerk — Gaseous explosions 50 

Dr. H. S. Hele-Shaw — ^Engineering problems 
affecting prosperity of the country 10 

SECTION H — ANTHROPOLOGY 

Sir C. H. Read — Age of stone circles 25 

Professor G. Elliot Smith — Physical charac- 
ters of ancient Egyptians 15 

Dr. B. R. Marott — Paleolithic site in Jersey.. , 25 

Professor J. L. Myres — ^Archeological investi- 
gations in Malta 10 

Professor J. L. Myres — Eistribution of Bronze 
age implements 5 

SECTION I— PHYSIOLOGY 

Sir E. Schafer—Ductlfiss glands 20 

Professor 0. 8. Sherrington — Mammalian heart. 20 


SECTION K — ^BOTANY 

Professor F. O, Bower — Cinchona Station, 


Jamaica 12 

Professor F. W* Oliver — Structure of fossil 

plants 2 

Professor F. F. Blackman — Heredity 46 

aSCTION L— EDUCATION 

Professor J. A. Green — Museums 15 

Dr. G. A. Auden—School books and eye-sight. 5 
'Dr. 0. S. Myets — Mental and physical factors. 20 
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Ur* C. A. Buckmaster — '^Free^placo'' sjstem. 10 

COaEESFONDZNO SOCIETIRS OOMMZTTKE 
Ur. W. Wkitakor — For preparation of report. 25 
Total .£0^8 


SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

Dr. Edmund B. Wilson, Dr Costa professor 
of zoology, gave the annual address at the open- 
ing exercises of Columbia University on Sep- 
tember 29, his subject being Science and Edu- 
oation.” 

Dean Frederick J. Wullino, of the College 
of Pharmacy of the University of Minnesota, 
was chosen president of the American Pharma- 
oeutioal Association, which held a session in 
San Francisco in August. 

Dr. Theobold Smith, director, and other 
members of the staff of the BockefeUer Insti- 
tute for the Study of Animal Diseases which 
is being built near Princeton at a cost in the 
neighborhood of a million dollars, have started 
their work in a suite of four rooms loaned by 
the biology and geology departments of Prince- 
ton University. The buildings of the institu- 
tute will be on a tract of 480 acres, lying near 
the Walker-Qordon farms and are expected to 
he completed within a year. 

Dr. A. F, Blakkblbe, professor of botany 
and genetics, has taken up his work as plant 
geneticist at the Carnegie Institution Station 
for Experimental Evolution at Cold Spring 
Harbor, where be succeeds Dr. George H. 
Shull, who has become professor of botany at 
Princeton University. 

Tub Field Museum of Natural History an- 
nounces the appointment of Dr. Berthold 
Laufer as curator of anthropology to succeed 
Dr. George A. Dorsey, resigned. 

Mr. W. O. Craib, assistant for India in the 
Kew Herbarium, has been appointed assistant 
to the professor of botany in the Univeffsity 
of Edinburgh. Mr. J. Hutchinson succeeds 
Mr. Craib at the Royal Gardens. 

R. A. Jkhle has been appointed plant pa- 
thologist of the Florida Plant Board. His 
work will be investigation of citrus canker, a 
aerious disease of citrus fruits, which was 


probably introduced into the United States 
from J apan a few years ago. His address wDl 
be Homestead, Florida. 

Professor W. S. Franklin will make a tour 
of the universities and technical schools of the 
south and west during the coming fall and 
winter; and he offers to give, in connection 
with this trip, a number of theoretical and 
experimental lectures. Professor Franklin may 
be addressed during October and November at 
Columbia University, New York City. 

At the forty-third annual meeting of the 
American Public Health Association, held in 
Rochester, N. Y., September 6 to 10, under 
the presidency of Professor William T. Sedg- 
wick, of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology, the following officers were elected : 
President, Dr. John F. Anderson, director of 
the hygienic laboratory of the United States 
Public Health Service, Washington, D. 0.; 
first vice-president, Dr. George W. Goler, 
health officer of Rochester, N. Y. ; second vice- 
president, Dr. Charles J. Hastings, medical 
officer of health, Toronto, Canada; third vice- 
president, Dr, Omar Gillette, of Colorado 
Springs, Colo.; treasurer, Dr. Lee K. Frankel, 
of New York (reelected); secretary, Professor 
Selskar M. Gunn, of Boston (reelected). The 
following were elected to honorary membership 
in the association: Surgeon-General William 
0. Gorgas, United States Army; Dr. Stephen 
Smith, of New York, a member of the State 
Board of Charities; Dr. Frederick Montizam- 
bert, of Ottawa, director general of public 
health of the Dominion of Canada; and Dr. 
Henry D. Holton, of Brattleboro, Vt. 

Professor Henry R. Francis, of the Land- 
scape Extension Service of the College of 
Foreetry at Syracuse, is completing a field 
study of the 800-mile highway which is being 
planned by the Massachusetts Forestry Asso- 
ciation and which will run from Boston west- 
ward nearly to the New York line and then 
turn back eastward to Cambridge. 

Nelson 0. Brown, professor of forest utili- 
zation in the State College of Forestry at 
Syracuse, has returned from a fi,000^xnile trip 
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through the National Forests of the Bookies 
and Cascades. 

Ba. David Mamke, of the H. K. Cushing 
Laboratory of Experimental Medicine, West- 
ern Reserve University, has returned from 
Oompi4gne, France. 

Miss Mary 0. Bliss, instructor in botany in 
Wellesley College, has been granted a year's 
leave of absence for graduate work at Bad- 
clifie College. 

Mr. H. M. Jenzosok, assistant professor of 
botany and bacteriology in Montana State 
College, will spend the year in research work in 
the Missouri Botanical Garden. 

A MBMORiAL to the late Dr. Hugh Dewar 
was unveiled in the Aberoom Public Gardens, 
Portobello, Edinburgh, on September 6. It 
bears the following inscription: ‘^This foun- 
tain has been erected in remembrance of Dr. 
Hugh Dewar, Portobello, by his grateful pa- 
tients and numerous friends, who deplore the 
loss in the prime of manhood of a kind friend 
and skilful and beloved physician. His quiet 
charity was known to the needy. 1806-1914.'' 

Dr. Willum Watson, from 1866 to 1878 
professor of mechanical engineering and de- 
scriptive geometry in the Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology, since 1884 recording secre- 
tary of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, has died in his eighty-second year, 

Howard A, Nelson, a graduate student at 
the University of Minnesota, was drowned 
while engaged in work on the state and federal* 
geological survey near Ely. 

Professor Kunokel, docent for chemistry 
at Rostock, has died at the age of forty-seven 
years. 

3v the will of the late Dr. Dudley P. Allen, 
formerly professor of surgery in the Western 
Reserve University, $900^000 has been set aside 
as a permanent endowment fund for the Cleve- 
land Medical Library. 

The library of the University of Washing- 
ton has acquired a complete set of the Philo- 
6ophical Miigazino from its estaHishment in 
1798 at a cost of approximately $1,000. 


The war is responsible for the disappear- 
ance of two medical papers, the Allegemeine 
Wiener tnedieinisehe Zeitung, established sixty 
years ago, and the Prager mediziniscke 
Wockenschriftj established forty years ago. 

The awards granted to the Rausch & Lomb 
Optical Co., at the Panama-Pacific Exposition 
aggregate four “ grand prix,'' or highest 
awards, one medal of honor and one gold 
medal. The award in each case was the high- 
est prize granted. The four classes in which 
Bausch & Lomb Optical Co. received the 
''grand prix" are optical instruments, bolop- 
ticons, engineering instruments and range 
finders. The first division, called optical in- 
struments, covers seven classes and covers the 
company's ophthalmic lenses, microscox>es, 
parabolic and Mangin mirrors, field glasses, 
microtomes and magnifiers. A medal of honor 
was awarded Bausch & Lomb photomlcro- 
graphic apparatus; their photographic lenses 
received the gold medal. 

The New York State College of Forestry at 
Syracuse has received a valuable gift of 120 
mounted game and water birds, and 21 
mounted mammals from Congressman Peter 
G. Gerry, and his brother, Robert L, Gerry, 
both of Providence, Rhode Island. This col- 
lection was secured for the college through the 
interest and help of Dr, William T. Homaday, 
director of the Zoological Garden at Bronx 
Park. Dr. Charles 0. Adams, forest zoologist 
of the college, had presented to Dr. Hornaday 
earlier the urgent need of the college for 
mounted birds and mammals. Soon after this 
Mr. Robert L, Gerry wrote to Dr. Hornaday 
about the disposal of the Gerry game collec- 
tion, as it will be called by the college, and Dr. 
Hornaday recommended that the collection be 
turned over to it. Such a collection of mam- 
mals and birds is of very great value in train- 
ing foresters, not only to enable them to know 
at sight the important game and water birds 
and forest mammals, but also as an aid to an 
appreciation of their relation to the forest In 
some localities in the west the Federal Forest 
Service wardens are required also to be game 
tvardmis. The administrator of forest lands 
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needB not only to be intelligent on game if he 
is to execute the laws properly, but he needs 
furthermore to know the influence of game 
and fur-bearing animals upon forests. 

OuiUTOE W. 0. Mills, of the Ohio Archeo- 
logical and Historical Society, and also of the 
Archeological Museum of the Ohio State Uni- 
versity, has this summer been excavating a 
mound situated on the farm of State Senator 
W. D. Tremper. It lias yielded hundreds of 
valuable specimens, which show remarkable 
skill in the art of graving and carving* In 
addition, there is evidence that here in this 
mound communal or tribal relations existed, 
for instead of numerous individual graves, one 
common grave served for the receptacle for 
hundreds of bodies. There are many other 
characteristics, which make this mound stand 
out. For instance, it was found that a wooden 
palisade had been erected around it. It was 
also discovered that the builders worked in 
quartz and several specimens were obtained. 
The Tremper mound is in form that of an 
animal enclosed by an embankment or wall. 
It is 250 feet long, with an average width of 
50 feet and a maximum height of 8J feet. Be- 
cause of its resemblance to an animal it early 
became known as the Elephant Mound, al- 
though recent exploration has proved this for- 
mation to be incident to its use and construc- 
tion and not intended to represent an animaL 

Probably the most accurate method for the 
determination of the value of the strength of 
an electrical current in absolute measure is 
by means of the Rayleigh current balance, in 
which the current to be measured is passed in 
series through two parallel circular coils of un- 
equal radii, one of which is suspended from the 
beam of a balance. The distance between the 
planes of the coils is varied until the force of 
attraction between the two coils is a maximum, 
and the value of the force is obtained by add- 
ing weights to the other arm of the balance 
until its equilibrium is restored. Since the 
maximum force obtainable depends on the 
ratio of the radii of the coils alone, and not 
on their individual dimwsions, it is only neces- 
sary to determine further the ratio of the radii 


of the coils, and this may be done with great 
accuracy by electrical means. The .constant of 
the instrument, that is, the maximum force 
per unit current for the coils in question, has 
been obtained in the past by interpolation be- 
tween values of the force, calculated for vari- 
ous assumed distances of the coils, in the 
neighborhood of the critical value for which 
the force is a maximum. For, although the 
general formulae of Maxwell and Nagaoka 
give the value of the force for any two given 
coils, at any assumed distance with great accu- 
racy, no formula has been heretofore pub- 
lished for calculating at what distance the force 
becomes a maximum. To supply this lack 
there is derived in a paper just published by 
the Bureau of Standards, Department of Com- 
merce, entitled “ The Calculation of the Maxi- 
mum Force between Two Parallel, Coaxial, 
Circular Currents,” a formula which gives the 
critical distance as a function of the ratio of 
the radii. The latter part of the paper is de- 
voted to the development of methods for facil- 
itating the calculations. The formulas are 
illustrated by numerical examples and tables, 
and the new formulas are shown to give results 
in agreement with those derived by more in- 
direct and laborious method of interpolation. 
Copies of the publication, Scientific Paper No. 
265, may be obtained on request of the Bureau 
of Standards, Washington, D, 0. 


UNlVmSITT AND JSDVCATIONAL NSWB 

A cx>LONTAL mansion at 4087 Pine Street, 
Philadelphia, modeled after ‘Washington’s 
Mount Vernon home, has been purchased by 
the Mask and Wig Club, the University of 
Pennsylvania dramatic organization. After 
extensive alterations it will be turned over to 
the university as a gift to be used as the c^cial 
residence of Pennsylvania provosts* The value 
of the gift exceeds $75,000. 

PaOFESSOR Charles A. Kofoid, professor of 
zoology, University of California, is on sab- 
batical leave for the current academic year. 
He is spending the first half of it in research 
work in Berkeley and will travel in the Orient 
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after January 1. Aasociate Frofeaaor S. J. 
Holmes has been granted leave of ed>seno6 for 
the current academic year on account of ill 
health. Dr. R. Rugglea Gatee, of the Mis- 
souri Botanioal Garden, has been appointed 
acting associate pTofesBor in zoology for the 
current academic year, and Assistant Professor 
J. Frank Daniel has been made acting head 
of the department of zoology. Professor 
Robert C. Rhodes, professor of biology in 
Henderson Brown 'College, Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas, and Instructor Harry B. Yocum, 
of Kansas State Agricultural College, have 
been appointed assistants in zoology. 

The new professional school of chemistry 
of the University of Pittsburgh began its work 
on September 27, under the deauship of Dr, 
Raymond Foss Bacon, director of the Mellon 
Institute of Industrial Research. A prescribed 
four-year undergraduate curriculum leads to 
the degree of bachelor of chemistry, and the 
staff of instruction includes the regular faculty 
of the university and fellows from the Mellon 
Institute of Industrial Research who are espe- 
cially qualified in various theoretical and tech- 
nical branches. This combination gives the 
new school the opportunity to offer not only 
the usual undergraduate and graduate courses 
in chemistry and technology, but also special- 
ized work under men who are experts in spe- 
cific American industries. In addition, thirty 
special lectures by prominent chemists and 
technologists in the Pittsburgh district, have 
been arranged for the academic year 1916-16. 
Attendance* at theao lectures is required of 
the student body and they are also open to 
the public. The professorate of the new school 
is constituted as follows: Alexander Silver- 
man, M,S., professor of chemistry and head 
of the department of inorganic, analytical and 
physical chemistry; David S, Pratt, PhD., 
professor of chemistry and head of the depart- 
ment of organic, sanitary and micro-chemis- 
try; Samuel R. Soholes, PhD., E. Ward TiDot- 
son, Jr., Ph.D, and Edmund O. Rhodes, M.S., 
professors of applied chemistry; Benjamin T. 
Brooks, PLD., professor of chemical engineer- 
ing; William A. Hamor, M.A., profesaot of 


chemistry; Henry A. Eohznon, PhD. and 
Harold Hibbert, SoD*, professors of applied 
organic chemistry; Leonard M. Liddle, Ph.D. 
and B. Phillips Rose, M.S., professors of or- 
ganic chemistry; Lester A. Pratt, PhD., pro- 
feeeor of inorganic chemistry, and 0. 0. Vogt, 
Ph.D., professor of physical chemistry. Thir- 
teen assistant professors and ten instructors 
complete the teaching staff of the schooh 

At Lafayette College, Dr. Beverly W. 
Kunkel, of Beloit College, has been appointed 
head of the department of biology, and Dr. 
William Mackay Smith, of the University of 
Oregon, professor of mathematics. 

De. Robert Chambers, Jr., assistant pro- 
fessor of histology and comparative anatomy 
in the medical department of the University 
of Cincinnati, has resigned to accept a posi- 
tion on the staff of Cornell Medical College. 

Dll. Harold Kniest Faber (AB., Harvard, 
1906; M.D., University of Michigan, 1911), 
formerly connected with the Rockefeller Insti- 
tute for Medical Research, Now York City, 
has been appointed assistant professor of 
pediatrics at the Stanford University Medical 
School. 

WiLLUM Webb Kemp, a graduate of Stan- 
ford and Ph.D. of Columbia, now professor of 
education in the University of Montana, has 
been appointed professor of school administra- 
tion in the University of California. 

Dr. Maurice Parmelee is taking the place 
of Professor A, E. Jenks, chairman of the de- 
partment of sociology and anthropology of the 
University of Minnesota, for the first semester 
of the present academic year. 

Dr. Frakk a. Hartman, of the department 
of physiology in the Harvard Medical School, 
has been appointed lecturer in physiology at 
the University of Toronto. 

H. G, PuMUBR, F.R.S., pathologist to the 
Zoological Society, has been appointed pro- 
fessor of comparstive pathology in the Royal 
OoUege of Science, London. 

PaorEBsoR Adolf Windaus, of Innsbruck, 
has succeeded Professor Otto Wallach as di- 
rector of the chemical laboratory at Gottingen. 
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mscvasioi^ and cobsespondencs 

CONVENIENCE VEBSUS FITNESS 
In recent numbers of ScrENOB a series of 
articles^ has appeared pleading for the conser- 
vation of the genus as known in the early days 
of biology* to the sacrifice of explicitness in 
nomenclatural recognition of the modem in- 
crease in morphological knowledge. 

As clearly recognized by Sumner® this is a 
Continuation of the plea of convenience in 
behalf of the status quo that has marked re- 
cent controversies over zoological and botan- 
ical nomenclature, and is voiced by and in 
behalf of the same classes of objectors — ^the gen- 
eral zoologist* the amateur^ the college pro- 
fessor, and the “ true nature lover.” The case 
of the protestanta has been quite fully and ably 
presented in the first paper of the series, and 
somewhat amplified and further illustrated by 
the other two contributors. To reply to their 
points seriatim is beyond the scope of the 
present article, but a few words may be offered 
from the other point of view, that of the be- 
rated ” taxonomists.” 

In the opening article of the series it is said: 

But there is another perennial source of con- 
fusion which has not received adequate attention. 
Apparently it is regarded as quite unavoidable, or 
perhaps it is not commonly thought of as a diffi- 
culty of wwacncloture! at all I refer to the con- 
tinual changing of names that results from the 
subdivision of genera. . . , And if we look for 
the distinctions upon which these subdivisions are 
based, we commonly find that the differences are 
very trifling indeed in comparison with the many 
and detailed points of resemblance between these 
various gronps.s 

The same author further states: 

... it must be borne in mind that in the 

1 Sumner, F. B,, '‘Some Reasons for Saving the 
Genus,'' Science, N. S., XLI., No. 1068, pp. 899- 
908, June 18^ 3916. Van Name, Willard G., 
"Ifosing the Advantages of the Binomial System 
of Nomenclature," Science, N. S., XLII., No. 
1075, pp. 187-189, August 6, 1915. Colton, Bar- 
old S., "Another Reason for Saving the Genus," 
Science, N. S., XLII., No, 1079, pp. 807, 808, Sep- 
tember 3, 1915. 
sZ, 0., p. 899, 
s BumuCr, 1 o,, pp* 899, 900. 


Linnssan system of binomial nomendature the 
generic name plays two quite distinct rOles. One 
of these is to designate a taxonomic group, sup- 
posed to be intermediate between the family and 
the species. The other is to form the ftrit half of 
the scientific** name of each species vAthtm that 
group. It is for this reason that the changing of 
a generic name is so much more disconcerting than 
is changing that of the family or order. And this 
is why, in the writer's opinion [he describes him- 
self in a preceding paragraph as "one who is not 
a taxonomist at all"], such splitting as we have 
just recognised to be inevitable should be done 
iinfhta the limits of the genus, either by the crea- 
tion of "subgenera, " or, if necessary, by the es- 
tablishment of wholly new categories between the 
genus and the species.* 

In other words, any method that will avert 
the direful interposition of a new generic 
namel 

The second contributor to the discussion 
says: 

Few soologists ever stop to think how far wo are 
getting away from a retd binomial system of no- 
menclature. It is true that scientific names of ani- 
mals still consist of two words, but only in a mi- 
nority of cases does the first term of the binomial 
have any real meaning to us, or suggest ideaa of a 
much broader and more comprehensive character 
than the second one. The genus name has become 
little more than a prefix to, or part of, the species 
name. . . . We learn generic namee, if we learn 
them at all, by mere acts of memory, and we nee 
them l>ecauBe we find them In the latest mono- 
graphs and might be thought not up to date if we 
did otherwise, but what the distinctions are be* 
tween these multitudes of closely allied genera we 
rarely stop to enquire.® 

Notwithstacding this naive ootifea8i<m« the 
author admits the utility of such minor divi- 
sions if they are not permitted to affect nomen- 
olatuxe. 

They exist in nature and should have a recogni- 
tion commensurate with their importance. , , . 
Classification has gained in exactness and truthful 
representation of the facts, bpt through our ne- 
glect to keep the first term of our scientific names 
comprehensive In its application, and easily distin- 
guished and remembered in its meaning, we hare 
allowed our nomenclature to lose most of the prao- 

* Ihid., p. 9(10* 

® Van Name, I p. 187. 
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tical advantages and conveniences of the Linnssan 
system.* 

The author of the third article cited aboTe 
places great stress upon the fact that It is by 
genera that animals and plants are oataloguech’^ 
and cofnsiders thiat “ this whole discussion 
hongs on the question^ is it necessary to change 
generic names to advance our knowledge?" 
He goes on to reiterate; 

In conclusion, generic names are those by iwhich 
animals are catalogued, therefore should not be 
changed without overwhelming evidence in favor 
of the change. This value of the generic name has 
not been sufficiently emphasieed.^ 

These three writers (for they all harp essen- 
tially on the same string) seem, despite all 
their admissions, really to forget that increase 
in knowledge leads in all fields of scientific 
progress to the introduction of new technics. 
It is not only necessary to learn new facts but 
new terms for their expression. In the good 
old days of the last half of the eighteenth cen- 
tury and the early part of the nineteenth, 
zoological genera were few; and when those 
founded by the great Linnseus proved, in the 
opinion of his immediate successors, to be in- 
adequate to satisfactorily meet the require- 
ments of their new discoveries, they proposed 
what were in fact new generic groups, but in 
deference to the past apologized for their seem- 
ing disrespect of the snafus quo and demurely 
called them subgenera, to break the shock of 
their seeming irreverence. Yet as years passed 
these groups gradually took their place in the 
systems as valid genera, and more were con- 
stantly added. The old Linnsean genus Mus 
included at first marmots and flying squirrels, 
as well as all the rat- and mouse-like animals 
then known. All known deer and antelope 
were each included in a single genus, and so 
on through many other groups. 

More than one eighteenth century genus has 
since been distributed into several familiesj, to 
say nothing of genera. And what an incon- 
venience this must have been for the “ general 
zoologist " to have to learn so many new gen- 
eric names I What a trouble it must have been 
too for the cataloguer ! But such is the history 

9 Ibid,, p. 187, 

^ Oolton, I p. 808, 


of science, and who is to say when we have 
genera enough, and how many shall be weeded 
out as merely useless and confusing, and how 
many more may be conserved as subgenera, 
and thus save the : present-day overworked 
" general zoologist " and his fellow sufferers 
from knowing that such divisions and names 
have ever been proposed by the poor specialists 
who were so misled in their researches as to 
think them necessary. 

I must confess, however, that I share the 
weaknesses of my class, the specialists, in be- 
lieving that the primary function of nomen- 
clature is to express the facts of classification, 
not to conceal them. The old genus Bcwmis, 
in its early sense, comprised all squirrel-like 
animals of all parts of the world. In its old 
sense it would now comprise several hundred 
species, all looking near enough alike to be 
called squirrels, yet containing a score or more 
natural groups, sharply defined geographically 
and by minor but not unimportant morpholog- 
ical characters. Many of these minor groups 
are now currently given the rank of genera, 
others stand as merely sections or subgenera. 
Arranged thus in a monograph or in a syste- 
matic catalogue their various degrees of rela- 
tionship and their interrelationships might be 
approximately expressed, but incidental refer- 
ences to them under the single generic name 
Sciurus places all on the same level, with no 
clue as to whether they are closely or remotely 
related, or to the kind of squirrel intended. If 
on the other hand they are mentioned under 
their modem group names the specialist knows, 
and the general zoologist should know, exactly 
their relationship to other squirrels, in other 
words, what kind of a squirrel is indicated. 
But this is apparently of no importance to ad- 
vocates of “ convenience ” as the prime factor 
in every matter relating to nomenclature. 

An iirtelligible compromise would be the use 
of both the generic name (in the broad sense) 
and the subgeneric name (in parentheeis) in in- 
cidental references. But this would be intoler- 
able in the general zoologist, as it would, in 
the case of subspecies, involve in effect a 
qugdrinotoial nomenclature, and a further de- 
parture from primitive binomial of the 
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good old times of i^irty to fifty years ago when 
(to quote Van Name), a genus name had in 
those days a real meaning to some others be- 
sides the specialists in the class of animals to 
which the genus happened to belong.”* 

It is of course to be admitted that there are 
good genera and bad genera; that many groups 
have been proposed as subgenera or even full 
genera on inadequate grounds. Our synon- 
ymies show what has been the fate of many of 
them, and a like fate doubtless awaits many, 
of recent origin, that have still to be weighed 
in the balance of concurrent approval. As the 
value of characters is a question that can not, 
from its nature, be made the subject of rules, 
as can questions of nomenclature, there seems 
only the slow relief afforded by time and the 
concurrent judgment of the specialists of each 
field for the evils of too much subdivision. 

J. A. Allkn 

American Musbum of Natural Historv, 

NEW York 

THE INHERITANCE OF CANCER 
In a short notc^ I have recently commented 
on Dr. Maud Slye*s work on the inheritance 
of cancer in mice, As to the credit due Dr. 
Slye for her careful and laborious experi- 
ments there can be no question. The impor- 
tance of the subject, however, is such that it is 
essential to understand the exact distinction 
between the gathering of valuable data and the 
interpretation of such data when gathered. 

The impression that Dr. Slye believed that 
cancer was inherited in a Mendelian fashion 
appears to have been more or less generally 
created by her paper already mentioned. Any 
one reading the editorial on her work in the 
Journal of the American Medical Aeeociaiioni 
(Vol. 64, p. 1,326) can not fail to see that the 
great laws ” of heredity mentioned there are 
intended to be the Mendelian laws. The whole 
subject is treated from that standpoint and the 
optimism apparent must be considered to be 
chiefly due to the belief that Dr. Slye’s work is 
an example of Mendelian inheritance. 

So too, any one reading the review of recent 

8 L, 0., p, 187. 

iSciBNOE, N. 8., Vd. 42, pp. 218-218. 


work on cancer research by Dr. W. A. Dennis 
in the SL Paui Medical Journal (Vol. 17, pp. 
494-600) can see that he believes that 

. . . the importance of her findings lies in the fact 
that hereditary transmission ... is not fortuitous 
but that, given parents of pure breed the results of 
Grossing may be confidently predicted. 

After outlining correctly the basic principles 
of Mendelian inheritance, with the cross of 
albino and gray mice as an example, Dennis 
goes on to say : 

Maud Slye has taken advantage of this law 
[Mendel of heredity to study the transmiasibib 
ity or inheritabUity of cancer in mice. . . . These 
studiea [Slye ’s] have shown that the appearance and 
numerical value of the albino character can be pre- 
dicted with certainty from the manner of mating 
the parents. The same is true of the whirling char- 
acter of the Japanese waltsing mouse and the same 
hat bcmi demonttraied to he trtte of oaneer.^ 

The fact that no correction of the impression 
so created was apparently forthcoming, and 
the fact that the diagrams in Slye’a paper 
showing the inheritance of albinism repre- 
sented a hitherto undescribed typo of heredity 
led mo to comment on her work. 

Sly©*8 recent denial of any desire or inten- 
tion to apply a Mendelian interpretation to her 
experimental results is an extremely important 
postscript to her paper since it makes it vir- 
tually impossible to expect the exact numerical 
predictions in crosses which her reviewers have 
believed could be made. 

Further than this, Slye^s beliefs as to the 
inheritance of albinism are, as I have stated 
before, at sharp variance with the experimental 
results of Castle, Allen, Bateson, Durham, 
Oufinot, Plate, Davenport and others. The 
suggeetion made by Slye* that the utiliaation 
of wild grays rather than ** artificial labora- 
tory ” grays places her work in a position dif- 
ferent from that of these other investigators is 
not significant, for I have repeatedly used wild 
grays in zny crosses and have foiind that their 
hybrids obey MendeVs law in respecst to the 
color characters which they inherit. 

1 have suggested that Dr. Slye’s data shoW- 

2 ItdHes mine, 

» SenBNOE, K. a, Vol. 42, pp. 24fi-84A 
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lug the non^Mendelian inheritanoe of albiniam 
be published. To this she has replied that this 
data “ in no way affects the transmission of 
cancer,’' I can only add that when one in- 
vestigator suggests a revolutionary hypothesis 
which is contrary to the experimental results 
obtained by a large number of investigators in 
the same field, it is customary to present with 
the hypothesis the data on which it depends 
for its support. 

Dr. Slye is right when aho aaya in speaking 
of heredity, 

Sxceptions to what was the canon have become 
80 numerous as to be part of the rule. 

One of the few points, however, on which all 
Mendelians, rabid or only semi-rabid, are 
agreed is that a horaozygote forms one type of 
gamete in respect to the pair Jof factors 
for which it is homozygous. This is the prin- 
ciple which by diagrams and text Dr. Slye de- 
nies. Is it not fair to those who have not ob- 
served the type of inheritance mentioned by 
Slye to once more request the publication of 
the complete data on which this type of in- 
heritance rests? 0, 0. Littlb 

Harvard MEDicAn School, 

September 7, 1915 

THE HEREDITY OF STATURE 

To THE Editor of Science ; The undersigned 
is making a study of the heredity of the ele- 
ments of stature and desires the cooperation 
of those who are in a position to give it. 

The first requirement is a household with 
both parents and at least two children above 
the age of 16 years; the more children above 
this age the better. If one or more grand- 
parents, uncles and aunts are available they 
should be included in the study. The second 
requirement is a tape, if possible, 6 feet long, 
but a yard tape will do. 

The procedure is to rule orfumns on ordinary 
writing paper, one column each for father, 
mother, each child and nlao each grandparent 
or ande or aunt who may be available^ The first 
horizontal line wiU be for sex ; the second for age 
and the following four for the four tneasures. 
Then measure and record for each person: 1, 
total stature (without shoes) ; 8, sitting bright; 


3, height of top of fibula above sole of foot and, 

4, vertical distance from vertex of head to de- 
pression at upper end of sternum (between the 
collar bones). The only suggestions are: (1) 
The stature may be taken standing against a 
door frame; the subject looking straight for- 
ward, a book is placed, binding downward, 
against the top of the head and square with 
the wall; mark the level of the book on the 
door frame and measure down to the floor. (2) 
Place the chair by the door frame ; place subject 
sitting upright in chair, his back against door 
frame; indicate level of vertex in same fashion 
as in standing height and measure from mark 
to the level of the seat of the chair. (3) The 
top of the fibula is easily felt on 6ut9idB of 
knee as a bony prominence from which a 
tendon runs to the thigh. (4) The head-and- 
neck measurement is to be strictly vertical. 
Place tho 0 end of tape in the book; close the 
book so that the 0 mark is flush with the bind- 
ing. The subject standing by wall, place book 
square against wall; then measure down along 
side of the nose to the sternum. All measure- 
ments should bo recorded in J (or J) inches or 
in centimeters. Full names are desired for 
reference in case further correspondence is nec- 
essary but no names will be published. 

It will be found interesting to preserve a 
copy of the record but please send one copy to 
me. If desired I will send ruled paper and a 
tape for the measurements. 

0. B, Davenport 

Station for Experimental Evolution, 

Cold Speino Harbor, N. Y, 

THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SOIKNOES 

In Science of July 30, Professor Richarda 
has made public a letter addressed by him to 
the secretary of the National Academy. In 
this letter he volunteers advice to that learned 
body. He appears to think that it should cease 
to exist, because it covers too wide a field. 
Astronomers, biologists, chemists, physicists, 
zoologists, etc,, should not be provided with 
any opportunity to mix even if they desire to 
do ao. A man who has been giving his entire 
attention to tiie abdominal parasites of the 
white ant, should present his results to a so- 
ciety covsrizig that ground only. 
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I have listened to papers presented to the 
Mathematical Society, which were wholly un- 
intdligibla to me, and I learned on inquiry on 
one occasion that two of the foremost mathe- 
maticians in the country, who were present, 
were equally in the dark* Such exhibits are 
often presented by men who are ambitious to 
say something, and who have nothing of any 
importance to say* It is difficult to give advice 
to them, it is a somewhat delicate matter, but 
they need advice. Many technical details 
which are not only proper, but necessary in a 
published paper, may be omitted in the oral 
presentation of that paper* Any person of 
orclinary good sense should know how to adapt 
an oral presentation to an audience. 

There is a growing tendency among a certain 
class of scientific men, to lose all interest in 
everything outside of their own narrow hori- 
zons. This is much to be regretted. But such 
men have their remedy in their own hands. 
No one can object to the formation of physical 
or chemical societies, but it is to be hoped 
that we are not all so limited in our horizons 
that we shall advise academies of science to 
cease to exist. 

Francis E. Nipher 

A PROPOSED EOOLOOIOAL SOCIETY 

At the Philadelphia meeting of the Amer- 
ican Association for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence about twenty men interested in ecology 
met informally on the evening of December 80, 
1914, to consider the advisability of organizing 
an American Ecological Society. The imme- 
diate occasion for the conference was an ex- 
pression of feeling on the part of Professor 
E. H. Wolcott and Professor V. E* Shelf ord 
to the effect that there is now no adequate 
opportunity for plant and animal ecologists 
to meet together, and also that there is for 
ecologists an urgent need of summer field 
meetings in addition to the present winter 
meetings* 

The conference was attended by Messrs. 
Adams, Bartlett, Blodgett, Bray, Cannon, 
Cowles, Dachnowski, Griggs, Harshberger, 
Hill, Jennings, MacDougal, Nichols, Pearse, 
ShantH, Shelford, Shreve, Taylor and Wolcott, 


Professor Harshberger being selected chairman. 
The opinion was practically unanimous that 
the time is ripe for the organization of an 
Ecological Society, and it was voted, in con- 
nection with the Columbus meeting of the 
American Association, to call a conference of 
all ecologists interested in the formation of 
such a society. A committee was appointed to* 
call such a conference and present a scheme of 
organization, the committee consisting of Pro- 
fessor J* W, Harshberger (chairman). Professor 
V. E. Shelford (vice-chairman), Professor H. C. 
Cowles (secretary-treasurer), Professor B. H. 
Wolcott, Professor Charles C. Adams, Dr, 
Forrest Shreve. 

Announcement will be made later of the 
exact time and place of the Columbus con- 
ference, but it may be assumed that it will not 
be earlier than Tuesday, December 28, nor 
later than Thursday, December 30, 1915. The 
purpose of this early announcement is to give 
ample opportunity for full expression of opin- 
ion. It is hoped that all working ecologists 
will write to the undersigned, noting (1) 
whether the proposed society is favored or dis- 
favored and why, and (2) whether attendance 
at the Columbus conference is to be expected. 

Henry C. Cowles 

University or Chicago 

OBKENE VARDIMAN BLACK 

To THE Editor op Science: Will you permit 
me to call attention to the death of Dean 
Greene Vardiman Black? He was a figure of 
world-wide importance, Even before he was 
called to the deanship of Northwestern Uni- 
versity Dental School he had established an 
international reputation as a man of science, 
and I think it fair to say that no man in his 
time — perhaps in any time — ^has done more to 
advance his profession. 

He brought to his work a broad general and 
sound scientific training. He had the natural 
equipment of a men of science. It #aa hie re- 
search work which developed and practically 
gave to the world the amalgam of to-day. He 
was the inventor of one of the first cord driven, 
foot power, dental engines. His scientific con- 
tributiona number nearly one thoataand. 
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He has been recognised by medical and scien- 
tific societies in this country and abroad. Five 
years ago he was given an appreciation ban- 
quet by the Chicago Odontographic Society. 
Among the delegates were many from distant 
places in the United States, and gifts were re- 
ceived from this and foreign coxmtries. 

In 1912, he was the recipient of the Miller 
prize of the International Dental Federation. 
Dr. Black was the first to receive this medal, 
and the award was made to him because of his 
researches and work in many branches of 
dental science. The medal was delivered per- 
sonally by Floristan Aguilar, of Madrid. 

At Northwestern, he found a school of mod* 
erate equipment which he built up until it 
acquired a world- wide reputation, and it has 
become in size one of the largest, if not the 
largest in the country. His former pupils are 
scattered over the world— in almost every 
civilized country — in America, in Europe, 
Asia, Airica and Australia. He is one of the 
outstanding great figures in professional edu- 
cation in this city. 

His two great works are “ Dental Anatomy ” 
and Operative Dentistry/’ which ore stand- 
ards in dental schools of to-day. 

A. W. Harris 

Noethwksticbn University 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

Selected Papers. Surgical and Scientific, from 
the writings of Boswell Park, late Professor 
of Surgery in the University of Bu€a)o and 
Surgeon-in-Ohief to the Buffalo General 
Hospital. With a memoir by Charles 0. 
Stockton, M.D. Published by the Courier 
Company, Buffalo, N. Y. 1914, Pp. 381. 

No finer memorial could exist for Boswell 
Park, surgeon, scientist, litterateur, historian 
and educator, than this book of papers selected 
from the huge list of writings, the bibliography 
of which shows the extent of his surgical in- 
terests. 

These selected papers, including one of Dr^ 
Park’s earliest, as well as the very latest paper 
prepared by him, portray vividly bow during 
his thirty-six most active years his surgical 
and scientific interests developed and ex- 


panded. Especially does one wonder at the 
amount of work accomplished during the last 
five years of his life as shown by the output of 
no leas than twenty-one important papers, each 
of which bears evidence of active laboratory 
research and hours of library study. 

Many of these papers are distinctly technical 
in character, but whether discussing the intri- 
cate details of a difficult surgical technic or 
the results of laboratory researches, Dr. Park 
never loses sight of the ultimate aim of sur- 
gical technic and laboratory findings — their 
humanitarian significance. 

One is particularly impressed with the keen 
intellect, which, in the midst of large surgical 
activities and the stress of ill-health, could 
study and digest such soientific details, along 
other than his own special lines of research, as 
are included in the references listed after the 
paper Of What Does the Universe Consist? ” 
His interest in radioactivity, however, is but 
one of the many instances in which he made 
an absorbing study of some new physical or 
chemical discovery, that he might discern its 
widest clinical application. 

One must read between the lines of these 
papers the important part played by Dr. Park 
himself in the researches which he discusses. 
Another writer of the history of carcinoma, 
for example, would carry his account to a later 
date and would not fail to speak of Dr. Park 
as the prime mover in the establishment of the 
Qratwick Laboratory, now the New York State 
Laboratory and Hospital for the study of Ma- 
lignant Diseases. So also in writing of “ The 
Present Status of Antiseptic Surgery” and 
the " Primary Antiseptic Occlusion and Treat- 
ment of Gunshot Wounds,” another writer 
would apeak with enthusiasm of Dr. Park’s 
early acceptance of the principle of antisepsis, 
and of his studies of infections, which were 
the prime reason for his appointment to de- 
liver the Mfitter Lectures on Surgical Pathol- 
ogy at Philadelphia in 1892. 

The brief biography by Dr, Charles T. 
Stockton is satisfying in its delineation of 
thoee periods and experiences in Dr. Park’s 
life which contributed most to make him the 
man whom his fellow citizens, his pupils, his 
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surgical colleagues and fellow scientists knew, 
admired and loved. G- W. Cbile 

Cufvxland, Ohio 

Societal Evolution: A Studp of the Evolu- 
tionary Basis of the Science of Society, By 
Albert Galloway Keller, professor of the 
Science of Society in Yale University. New 
York, The Macmillan Co., 1915. Pp. 880. 
$1.60. 

Some years ago when he was professor of 
political and social science in Yale University, 
William Graham Sumner introduced the term 
** societal ” into sociological terminology. His 
purpose .was to employ a word more definite 
tlian “social” in order to emphasize the dis- 
tinctively collective or group activities of indi- 
viduals. “ Social,” he thought, had too many 
meanings to be exact. Following this usage, 
Sumner included in his remarkable book, 
“ Folkways,” an interesting chapter on what 
he termed “societal selection.” In most con- 
crete fashion did he therein show how by 
group or “societal” action, various “folk- 
ways ” and “ mores,” as he termed them (t. e.j 
customs), whose origin is often obscure, are 
more or less consciously and intelligently 
chosen or “selected” by the group, become 
authoritative and finally compel conformity. 

Professor Keller, modestly characterizing the 
present volume “ as an extension of Sumner's 
work,” employs “ societal ” in his title and 
in the main accepts Sumner’s conceptions as 
a basis for his own contributions. The ex- 
tension consists essentially in an endeavor 
to show both that there is “societal” evolu- 
tion and that the manner in which such evo- 
lution occurs can advantageously be stated in 
terms employed by Charles Darwin in the bio- 
logical field. To use Professor Keller’s own 
language: “The question I have asked myself 
is: can the evolutionary theory, according to 
Darwin and his followers . . be carried over 
into the social domain without losing all or 
much of the significance it possesses as applied 
in the field of natural science t ” He expressly 
denies that the eugenists in their attempts to 
prove the effectiveness of natural selection in 
human society have really attacked this gen- 


eral issue. Professor Keller considers that nat- 
ural selection is a term which in a very literal 
sense can and ought to be applied in the thaoty 
of social evolution not only with a strictly bio- 
logical meaning, but also with a social, or, shall 
we say, “societal” meaning? He finds “a 
something in the social field which is varia- 
tion, whether or not it may be like what is 
called variation in the organic field ; similarly, 
social selection is selection and not merely like 
it.” This “ something ” appears to be the 
differences among those customs which Sumner 
called folkways and mores. In conformity 
with this conception there are chapters on 
“ variation,” “ automatic and rational selec- 
tion,” “ counter selection,” “ transmission ” and 
“ adaptation.” In these chapters occur many 
interesting instances of transformations in 
customs interpreted as illustrations of the 
processes just named. 

The author vigorously defends his applica- 
tion of these Darwinian terms to social phe- 
nomena. “I shall be charged, doubtless,” he 
says, “*wdth reasoning from analogy,' but I 
do not feel that the charge is deserved.” To the 
present reviewer, however, there is a question 
raised by the use Professor Keller makes of 
these terms and the manner in which he deals 
with certain parts of his material, far more 
important than a possible “ reasoning by 
analogy” of which he seems apprehensive, 
“Reasoning by analogy” is perfectly legiti- 
mate if thereby the reasoner develops a hy- 
pothesis that is capable of independent proof. 
Thus the known refrangibility of light and 
heat, Spencer tells us, produced the inquiry as 
to whether sound is not also refrangible. On 
investigation this proved to be the case. The 
analogy led to discovery. If in the present 
instance valuable discoveries had resulted from 
a use of an analogy, no one could have ob- 
jected, Such, however, does not appear to bo 
the fact. Many, if not practically all, of the 
important actual social processes emphasiaed 
by Professor Keller have been clearly discussed 
at one time or another by various sociological 
writers without unnecessary resort to biology 
ical - phraseology. Even Walter Bagehot in 
“Physics and Politics” which he subtitled 
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Thoui^ts ou the Application of the Prin- 
ciples of ‘Natural Selection’ and ‘Inher- 
itance’ to Political Society" did not partic- 
ularly stress the importance of the biological 
terms be at times employed. Although in one 
passage Sageliot refers to natural selection 
among animals and in human history as “ iden- 
tical in essence," he nevertheless in the very 
next paragraph remarks concerning his use of 
the term ; “ At all events to the sort of applica- 
tion here made of it [i. e,, in ‘Physics and 
Politics'], which only amounts to searching 
out and following up an analogy suggested by 
it, there is plainly no objection." Bagehot 
points out, as does Keller, the fact that differ- 
ences in customs affect the efficiency of rival 
groups and may thereby indirectly affect the 
chances of survival possessed by their ob- 
servers. Bagehot went on, as does Keller also, 
to treat in a very broad way the relation of 
custom, of unconscious imitation, of reason 
and of many other factors to the survival and 
progress of groups and nations. Bagehot did 
this, however, without <it all falling into the 
confusion necessarily produced by ignoring or 
rather obliterating by a tour de force the plain 
distinction between natural selection in the 
strict Darwinian sense and the same term 
loosely used for natural conscious or uncon- 
scious social choices. Transference of biolog- 
ical terms into the sociological field and use of 
them in the literal fashion employed by Pro- 
fessor Keller does not offend so seriously in 
‘^reasoning by analogy’’ as it does in what 
seems to the reviewer a misleading and scien- 
tifically illegitimate use of precise biological 
terms. There is no need to repeat in a some- 
what different form the sort of thing which 
followed Spencer’s application of the term 
organism to society. 

The foregoing criticism, however, is very 
lorgdy one of terminology and the careful 
reader will find much of great value In Pro- 
fessor Keller’s book. The differences among 
customs, the ways in which various customs 
have originated, the effects of conscious and 
unconscious imitation, the relation of sugges- 
tion, of conflict and of reason to the develop- 
ment of specific customs— these and other spe- 


cial subjects are presented and illustrated in 
an interesting fashion. 

A. A. Tennkt 


PEOCMEDINOS OF TEE NATIONAL ACAD- 
EMT OF SCIENCES 

The ninth number of Volume 1 of the Pro- 
ceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
contains the fallowing articles: 

1. The Indian and Nature: Alice 0. Fletoheb, 
Peabody Museum, Harvard TJniversity. 
Glimpses are given of the line the Indian 

pursues in his endeavor to express his view of 
nature and of the relation he believes to exist 
between its various forms and forces and him- 
self. 

2. The Mechanism of Antagonistic Salt Ac- 
tion: Jacques Lof.b, Rockefeller Institute 
for Medical Research, New York. 

The author studies the effect of the concen- 
tration Cm of the salt at the external surface 
of membranes in addition to the concentra- 
tions Oi and Ou of the salt outside and inside 
the membrane and finds that Cm is service- 
able in explaining the mechanism of antagon- 
istic salt action in certain cases. 

3. The Nitrogen Problem in Arid Soils: Chas, 
B. Lipman, College of Agriculture, Univer- 
sity of California. 

A summary of some recent investigations 
and field manifestations with reference to 
their bearing on problems of soil fertility in 
. California. 

4. A Notation for Use in the Discussion of 
Star Colors: PaEDEttiCK H. Seares, Mount 
Wilson Solar Observatory, Carnegie Institu- 
tion of Washington. 

The extension of absolute scales of photo- 
graphic and photovisual magnitudes to the 
fainter stars provides a method of determin- 
ing the colors of objects at present beyond the 
reach of spectroscopic investigation and it is 
convenient in the statistical discussion of 
such color results to introduce a notation 
Bimiler to that used for spectral classification. 
The l^ora b, a, /, p, etc., are used to corre- 
spond to A, P, 0, etc. 
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6. DiHribuiion of Colors among ihe Stan of 
N. 0. 1647 and M, 67 : Fbedkhiok H. Seares 

and Hahlow Shapley, Mount Wilson Solar 
Observatory, Carnegie Institution of Wash- 
ington. 

Neitlier N, G. 0. 1647 nor M 67 show any 
dependence of condensation upon color which 
can not be explained on the basis of included 
background stare; there seems to be little, if 
any, dependence of condensation upon magni- 
tude; but there is a marked relation between 
color and magnitude in N. G. C. 1647 and a 
less pronounced relation in M 67. 

6. On Thiele* s ** Phase** in Band Spectra: 
Horace Scudder TJhler, Sloone Physical 
Laboratory, Yale University, 

The author outlines an interpolation method 
for determining c in the formula X = / 
[(n + c)*], which is much simpler than using 
Thiele^a complicated formula. 

7. Why Polar Bodies Do Not Develop: Edwin 
G. CoNKUN, Department of Biology, Prince- 
ton University. 

The second or internal factor in normal fer- 
tilization is a non-diffusible substance which 
is introduced by the spermatozoon, and it is 
strongly suggested that this factor is the sperm 
oentrosome, a position which Boveri has long 
maintained and which the author has hitlierto 
contested. Giant polar bodies do not develop 
because they are not fertilized and they are 
not fertilized because they are generally 
formed after a spermatozoon has entered the 
egg and has rendered it impervious to other 
spermatozoa. 

8. Radical Velocities of the Planetary and Ir~ 
regular Nehtdm: W. W. Campbell and J. H. 
Moore, Lick Observatory, University of 
California. 

The fact that the gaseous nebulss have mo- 
tions which are characteristic of the stars, and 
their concentration in the Milky Way, indi- 
cate that these nebulw are members of our 
stellar system. The great velocities of the 
nebulae in the Magellanic Clouds and other 
considerations lead to the hypothesis that the 
Magellanic Clouds ere isolated cosmic units 
with no apparent connection with our own 
stellar system. E. B. Wilson 


SOUS CORSELATIONS BETWEEN VEGETA^ 
TXON AND SOILS, INDICATED BY 
CENSUS STATISTICS 

Although most persons who have lived or 
traveled extensively in the rural districts of 
the eastern United States have probably no- 
ticed that the proportion of evergreens in the 
forests is usually greatest on the poorest soils, 
and vice versa, one rarely sees any mention of 
such a correlation in scientific, especially eco- 
logical, literature. Most plant ecologists who 
have taken notice of evergreens at all seem to 
try to correlate them with climate in some 
way; but the easily demonstrated fact that 
two areas so close together or so similarly sit- 
uated that they must have essentially the same 
climate often differ greatly in their perc^tage 
of evergroons shows that climate is not the 
only factor.^ 

The making of definite correlations between 
evergreens (or other aspects of vegetation) and 
soils has always been difficult on account of 
the dearth of quantitative data. No rdiable 
quantitative analysis of the vegetation of a 
whole state has yet been made, and it would 
take many years to do such a piece of work 
thoroughly. To estimate the average compo- 
sition, either physical or chemical, of the soils 
of an area of more than a few square miles 
would be even more difiicult, for no matter 
how many samples were collected and analyzed, 
the judgment of the persona selecting them 
would always introduce a personal equation 
factor, unless the samples were selected wholly 
fortuitously, or at regular intervals (for ex- 
ample, at the comers or centers of every sec- 
tion of land). 

Our knowledge of the chemical composi- 
tion of the soils of the United States is still 
far from satisfactory. In Bulletins 57 and 85 
of the TJ. S. Bureau of Soils are summed up 
most of the available chemical analyses, by 
states, and for some states there are only two 
or three, and those probably not typical; and 
they are not all made by the same methods. 
In fact soil investigators are not yet agreed 
on what method gives the best indication of 

iln this connection see Torreya 18: 244. 1918^ 
Eep. UicK Acad. Sci., 15: 196-197, 1814; Ann. 
Eep. Eta. Qeol. Surv., 1T6, 893-^96, 1814. 
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p^uctivity, 07 correlates best with the na- 
tive yegetation. 

In the reports of the Oensus Bureau there 
are statistics, made so thoroughly as to prac- 
tieoUy elimiaate the personal equation, that 
throw valuable light on both evergreen per- 
centages and soil fertility. The percentage of 
evergreens is one of the most conspicuous and 
•easily determined features of vegetation that 
can bo expressed numerically, and it is almost 
the only one (and certainly the most signifi- 
cant one) that can be calculated from existing 
census statistics. 

In 1911 the IT. S. Census Bureau and Forest 
Service jointly published an octavo bulletin 
(without a number) entitled “Forest Prod- 
ucts of the United States, 1909,” giving among 
other things the output of lumber, laths and 
ahingles by the sawmills of the United States 
in the year named, by states and by species 
aimtiltaneoualy. Similar statistics have been 
published for subsequent years, but those for 
1900, which were gathered in connection with 
the regular decennial census, seem to be the 
most complete. 

Other things being equal, the lumber sawn 
from deciduous and evergreen trees in a given 
gyea should be proportional to the percentage 
those trees in the forests; but other things 
are not equal. In the first place, it is of 
course the percentage of evergreens in the 
primeval forests that counts, and as the de- 
ciduous trees prefer the richer soils, a larger 
proportion of them than of the evergreens 
have been destroyed by farmers in clearing 
land for cultivation. Second, the evergreens 
in the United States are mostly (counting in- 
dividuals,, not species) conifers, and conifers 
on account of their gregarious habit and 
straight-grained easily worked wood are more 
fought after by lumbermen than the hard- 
woods are. 

In the census statistics of lumber produc- 
tion all the hardwood trees listed are decidu- 
ous. (Some evergreen hardwoods are out in 
the foutheostem states, but in insignificant 
Hjnantitiea.) The figures for evergreens are 
therefore obtained by subtracting from the 
total for conifers those for the two deciduous 


genera, Taxodi^m. and Larix (cypress and 
tamarack). To make allowance for the hard- 
woods that have been destroyed by farmers, 
and the neglect of the remaining ones by 
lumbermen, the figures for them (not for all 
deciduous trees) are arbitrarily multiplied by 
4. This product added to the figures for 
conifers and divided into the total evergreens 
(not total conifers) gives a percentage which 
is believed to approximate pretty closely in 
most oases the percentage of evergreens in the 
original forests. 

Some idea of the fertility of the soil in dif- 
ferent parts of the country can be obtained 
from several different sets of figures in the 
census reports. In rural districts there is a 
close relation between soil fertility and den- 
sity of population; but in the northeastern 
states so large a population is supported by 
manufacturing, independently of the subja- 
cent soil, that statistics of population there 
would be of very little use in this connection. 
Figures showing the value of land are open to 
the same objection. 

The Census gives the acreage of “improved 
land” in the farms of each state and county, 
and that is undoubtedly correlated with soil 
fertility, whether the fertility is due to phys- 
ical or chemical conditions or something else; 
and the tendency to utilise the land more fully 
in the neighborhood of cities is partly offset 
by the occupation of much land for other pur- 
poses than farming, and such land is not in- 
cluded under “ improved land in farms,” For 
the purposes of this investigation the statistics 
of improved land have been taken from the 
Tenth Census (1880), because earlier censuses 
are probably less complete, and because the 
use of commercial fertilizers has increased so 
much since then as to tend to obliterate differ- 
ences in productivity between different kinds 
of soil.* 

Another kind of statistics given for each 
state and county in recent census reports is the 

A In the South some sandy soils which wore re- 
garded as almost worthless half a century ago are 
valued xUore highly at the present time than the 
rich clayey or calcareous soils, because they are 
more eaailiy tilled, and yield large returns for the 
amounts invested in fertilizers. 
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eocpenditUTe for fertilisers for the year pre- 
eediDg that in which the census was taken. 
The ratio between that and the total acreage 
of improved land ia certainly a function of 
the natural fertility of the soil, although it ia 
of course governed by some other factors as 
well.® If we determine the relative fertility of 
different states or counties by striking an 
average between the results obtained from a 
study of the percentage of improved land and 
the amount of fertilizer used per acre perhaps 
we shall not be far wrong; and still greater 
accuracy might be obtained by using addi- 
tional criteria of an analogous nature. 

The present study is limited to the eastern 
half of the United States; because in the West 
farming is chiefly confined to areas originally 
treeless, and there is no necessary connection 
between the fertility of such areas and the 
composition of the forests in the same states, 
which may occupy very different soils. Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut are 
omitted because their large urban population, 
deriving most of its food from the farms of 
other states, complicates matters too much; 
New Jersey for a similar reason and also be- 
cause its most abundant evergreen, Pinus 
rigida, is of little value for lumber and there- 
fore does not figure very largely in the re- 
turns; and Illinois, Iowa and Minnesota for 
the same reason as the western states. 

In the table below the 24 remaining states 
are arranged in the order of their evergreen 
percentages, as determined in the manner 
above described, with the highest first. The 
first column of figures contains these percent- 
ages, the second tlic percentage of the total 
area ** improved ” in 1880, and the third the 
amount spent for fertilizer in 1909 for each 
acre of improved land reported in April, 1910, 
The last column gives the average rank of the 
states as determined by colunma 2 and 8. 
E, p., Florida ranks first in proportion of un- 

sSome persons with whom the writer has dis- 
cussed the matter during the past year pretend to 
believe that the amount of fertilizer used depends 
meinly on the entefrprise of the farmers, but they 
would hardly contend that the farmers of South 
Carolina and Florida are ten times aa enterprising 
as those of Ohio and Indiana! 


improved land, and seoond in the aae of fer* 
tilizer per acre, making its average rank 14. 


Statcii 

Per 

Cent, of 
Kver- 
greeni 

Im- 

proved 

Land 

1880 

Ferti- 
liser per 
Aore 
mM6 

iver* 

Bank 

Florida 

91.6 

2.7 

$2 00 

u 

South Carolina 

80.0 

21.2 

2.49 

4 

Gi«orgia 

77.4 

21.8 

1.37 

7 

Now Hampshire 

72.2 

40.0 

.65 

13 

Alabama 

C8,2 

19.6 

.79 

7 

Maine 

68.0 

18 3 

1.72 

4 

Louisiana 

65.6 

9.4 

.38 


MissiBsippi 

North Carolina 

65.3 

17,6 

.30 

9J 

61.6 

20.8 

1.39 


Delaware..... 

41.5 

69.4 

1.21 

14 

Virginia 

36.1 

83.0 

.70 

114 

Vermont 

35.9 

66.3 

.35 

17 

Wisconain 

84,6 

26.9 

.01 

18 

ArkansaB,.... 

30.3 

10.7 

.07 

12 

New York > 

26.8 

68,1 

.48 

174 

Pennsylvania 

24.2 

46.8 

.54 

)4| 

Michigan 

19.8 

22.6 

,07 

16 

Maryland 

19.0 

62.0 

1.01 

13 

West Virginia 

13.6 

24.7 

.10 

15 

Missouri 

6.9 

.38.1 

.08 

19 

Tennessee 

4.7 

31.9 

.11 

16i 

Kentucky 

2.3 

41.8 

.09 

184 

Ohio 

0.6 

69.8 

.22 1 

20 

Indiana 

0.1 

60.6 

.13 1 

20 


The departure of the last column from a 
numerical sequence indicates how far the 
evergreen percentages and soil fertility, aa de~ 
ierminod from cenaus eiatiatics,, from which 
the personal equation is practically eliminated, 
fail to correspond. The average difi^erence be- 
tween these figures and what they should be if 
the correlation were perfect is only 2i, whereas 
if there were no correlation at all the probable 
average difference would be two or three times 
as great. The correspondence is as close as 
could reasonably be expected under the cir- 
cumstances; and moreover, some of the dis- 
crepancies are easily explained. 

For example, in Maryland, North Carolina 
and Tennessee a large proportion of the de- 
ciduous forest is in mountainous regions, too 
rough for farming but not for lumbering, so 
that the true evergreen percentages are prob- 
ably higher than the figures indicate. In 
Mississippi and Louisiana the deciduous trees 
are most;^ in swamps, which also repel farmetn 
more than lumbermen. In New Hampshire# 
Vermont, New York and Wisconsin conations 
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are soao^wliftt revved, the evergreene being 
moetly in places unattractive to farmerSi and 
the apparent percentages of them probably too 
high. The ^ percentage of improved land in 
West Virginia and Arkansas is rather low, 
perhaps nhiefly because these states are off the 
main roatos of travel and have not received 
as many settlers as their soil would warrant. 
It is low in Mississippi and Louisiana on ac* 
count of largo areas of alluvial land* which al- 
though very rich (and originally wooded al- 
most exclusively with deciduous trees) were 
very little cultivated in 1880 on account of 
being subject to overflow. In the northern 
states improved land includes a large propor- 
tion of pasture, on which no fertilizer is used, 
and if the amount of cultivated land could be 
substituted for improved land the fertilizer 
flgures for these states would average consid- 
erably more per acre. 

I’inally, it can not be doubted that different 
chemical elements in the soil affect evergreen 
peroentages and other features of vegetation 
unequally, and it is well known that the com- 
position of rich soils varies greatly in differ- 
ent states. The soils of Florida are generally 
well supplied with calcium and phosphorus, 
but deficient in potassium, while in Illinois 
phosphorus is said to be the element most in 
danger of exhaustion. The average composi- 
tion of fertilizers used varies from state to 
state, corresponding more or loss with the soils 
(a larger proportion of potassium is used in 
Florida than in any other state), but no sta- 
tiitica of fertilizer ingredients are given in* 
oansus reports; so that matter will not be 
taken up at the present time. 

Rolakd M. Harper 


8PSCIAL ASTtCLBa 
STANDARD DAJRT BOORS CARDS 

Mb. James D. Drsw^ presents data which 

»Drew, J. D., ‘^Mllk Quality as Bstennined by 
Present Dairy Sflore Oaifls, * * N, T* Agr, 

3R8, Geneva, March, 1015. The work was 
eri^nally planned by Dr. H. A. Harding, and is 
now being carried out in cooperation with the 
Illinois Agricultural B^g^Miiaient Station. 


should be of very general interest. The pur- 
pose of this note is to direct attention to these 
studies in the hope that they may receive the 
wide attention which they deserve. The most 
important result of such consideration would 
be the carrying out of even more comprehen- 
sive and exact studies of the same kind. 

The problems taken up are essentially two: 

a. What is the correlation between the 
grades assigned a series of dairies by the same 
inspectors when different score cards are used? 

h. What is the correlation between the score 
assigned a dairy by an inspector and the qual- 
ity of the milk which it places upon the 
market ? 

The first of these problems is of technical 
importance in determining the degree of re- 
liability of the application of score cards to 
the grading of dairies. The second is funda- 
mental to the determination of the utility of 
the score card in the grading of milk, and thus 
one of first rate practical significance to the 
consumer of dairy products. 

For purposes of review it has seemed best 
to express the detailed observations in the suc- 
cinct terms of statistical constants. The per- 
sonal opinion of the reviewer that such sta- 
tistical constants are better as a means of ex- 
pressing the results than the mere comparison 
of individual points of detail, and his convic- 
tion that the analysis of the data in certain of 
its more refined essentials can be carried out 
only by such formulae, must not be taken as a 
criticism of the data or their discussion in the 
paper under review. 

With regard to the agreement between the 
three methods of grading, the authors confine 
their discussion to the relative positions of the 
individual dairies on the three score cards. 
The correlation coefficients^ are illuminating. 
They are : 

B Data for 84 barns are given. For 83 of these 
bacterial counts for morning milk as woU as even- 
ing milk are available. As a precaution against 
arithmetical slips 1 have marked out the correla- 
tions between the results by the throe cards for 
both the total series and the sub-series for whick. 
morning milk was available. The latter should 
be essentially a random sample of the former. 
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Card UMd 

N 

-34 

V-33 

New York City and Official 




score 

.770 

±.047 

.713 ± .069 

New York City and Cor- 




nell score 

.719 

± .056 

.803 ± .050 

Official score and Cornell 




score 

.831 

± .036 

.769 ± .057 


Tlxcse results for total score by the three 
different cards are high, but they fall far 
short of the r~l which indicates perfect cor- 
relation, and which should be obtained if (a) 
the score cards were perfect descriptions of 
the boms as places for milk production, and 
if (fe) the inspectors had perfect judgment in 
the filling out of the cards. It is interesting 
to note that the grades assigned by the three 
methods agree equally closely (within the lim- 
its of the probable errors of sampling) what- 
ever cards are used: New York City and 
Official, New York City and Cornell, and Offi- 
cial and Cornell gradings have sensibly the 
same correlation. 

In the case of the New York City and the 
Official score, methods are graded separately. 
The correlations are 

Tot 84 barns, r = . 480 ±,089 
For 23 barns, r=:,412±.117 

Thus the correlation for methods are but 
slightly over half the size of those for total 
score. Tills suggests that the 40 points 
awarded for equipment in both the New York 
City and the United States Department of 
Agriculture Official”) cards is the great 
factor in bringing about a close agreement in 
the results (total score) obtained by the two 
methods. Correlating points assigned for 
equipment only (total score minus score for 
methods) I find 

For 84 barnB, r = ,733 ± .054 
For 23 barns, r = .685 ± .075 

The lower correlation of the values assigned 
for methods as compared with those for equip- 
ment is perhaps the most serious criticism to 
be made of the score cards. 

While the agreement between the scores as- 
signed by different cards falls far short of per- 
fe^ correlation, it is interesting to note that 
ihe agreement ia doser than that for 

lactorid count in wening and mominff milk 


from the same dairies. Here the correlation 
is only 

r=.456±.ni. 

The relationships between the scores as- 
signed by the various cards and the bacterial 
counts are naturally the results of the great- 
est interest. All the possible correlations have 
been worked out and are presented in the ac- 
companying table. 

COBBELATION OF BACTERIAL COUNT WITH SCOBK'CARD 


Card Used 

ENTRIES 

Xveninc MlUt. 

34 Barni 

Mornlns Mnk. 

33 Banu 

New YorJc City 

Total score . . . 

— .077 ±.315 

— .046 ±.140 

Methods only.. 

-f .024 ± .116 

— .061 ± .140 

Equipment only 

— .170 ±.113 

— .022 ± .141 

Offtoud 

Total score . . . 

— .003 ± .116 

— .196 ± .136 

Methods only . 

— .140 ± .133 

— .3io±.m 

Equipment only + .066 ± ,116 

— .039 ± .141 

Cornell 

— .013 ± .116 

— .102 ± .139 


Twelve out of 14 of these correlations are 
negative in sign. All six of those for total 
score are negative. In other words, as the 
ratings assigned by the inspectors became 
higher the bacteria became fewer. This is of 
course as one would like it to be. Practically, 
however, the author’s statement, that there is 
apparently no correlation between the bacterial 
count and score as expressed by any one of the 
cards, fully expresses the facts. The constants 
are almost without exception very small in- 
deed. There is not a single one which can be 
safely considered as significant in comparison 
with its probable error! 

Such are the results : 

a. The correlation between the total scores 
assigned the same bams by the same inspector 
using the three most important cards is only 
about three quarters of its theoretical maxi- 
mum value. The correlation between the 
scores for methods only is less than half its 
theoretical value. 

b. There is practically no correlatlan at all 
between the scores assigned the bams by dairy 
inspectors and the bacterial content of the miUe 
which they place upon the market. 

c. When correlations so lotr as tiioN deduced 
from the present figures l^e found between 
the bacterial counts of morning and evening 
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sao^ples of milk from the same barns, it is clear 
that much reznains to be done in the perfec- 
tion of the technique of sampling and bac- 
teriological analyses of milk. 

These data show how flimsy is the basis for 
the common belief that there is a relation be- 
tween the score of a dairy and the quality of 
the milk produced by it, and how premature 
the official sanction for the grading of milk by 
means of dairy scores. 

J. Arthur Harris 

“soil AOmiTY AND METHODS FOB ITS DETECTION”* 

In a previous issue of Soiknoe, J. E. Harris^ 
published an article entitled similarly as above. 
In this article Harris states that two theories 
have been advanced to explain soil acidity, 
viz., the humic-acid theory and the colloid ab- 
Bozption theory. This same investigator also 
makes reference to an article published by the 
present writer on a new method for the de- 
termination of soil acidity,® and after quoting 
the writer in regard to the use of calcium 
chloride in this method, says: 

This statement brings out very clearly the ab- 
surdity of the position of those who accept the 
humic acid theory. These humic acids are sup- 
posed to be strong enough and soluble enough to 
liberate hydrochloric acid from calcium chloride, 
but not strong enough or soluble enough to liber- 
ate hydrogen sulphide from zinc sulphide. It is 
also suggested that this method be made the basis 
for a quantitative determination of the lime re- 
quirements of the soil. The writer does not be- 
lieve this is possible because he has shown* that 
acid soils do sot absorb equivalent amounts of dif- 
ferent ions. 

Although Harris apparently assumes that 
the writer believes soil acidity in upland soils 
is due largely to the so-called bumio acids, yet 
the writer has never published such views or 
believed that such was the case. The writer 
also wishes to state that he is even more ad- 
verse to accepting the colloid absorption theory 
as an explanation of soil acidify, than he is 

t Published with the perznittioa of the director 
of the 'WIs. Expt. Btatton. 

sSoxXNOa, 40 (1014), 40. 

• Bomisim, 40 (1014), 240. 

Phy. 18 (1914)/ 808. 


to accepting the so-called humio acid theory. 
The acidity of peat and muck soils is undoubt- 
edly due in part to organic acids. There are 
upland boDs, however, which are practically 
free of organic matter and still they react 
strongly acid. Similar soils containing con- 
siderable organic matter appear to retain all 
tbeir acid properties even after the organic 
matter is destroyed with hydrogen peroxide. 
What is this inorganic acidity due to ? Harris 
and many other investigators have assumed 
that it is due to absorption of bases by soil 
colloids. They have arrived at this conclu- 
sion because by their methods of experimenta- 
tion, acid soils do not take up chemically 
equivalent amounts of the different bases. 
Colloids exhibit similar properties as to the 
absorption of bases, and hence they conclude 
that soil acidity is due to colloids. Let us 
carefully examine the facts and draw our con- 
clusions accordingly: 

Ux)land soils consist of from 78 per cent, to 
over 95 per cent, of silicates and silica. Sili- 
cates are salts of various silicic and alumino- 
silicio acids. The water solution in the soil 
slowly reacts with those silicates, forming with 
the bases of the silicate a soluble hydroxide or 
salt, which is taken up by plants or removed 
in the drainage water. The other product, an 
acid silicate, being comparatively insoluble, 
accumulates in the soil and gives rise to an 
acid condition. The writer and assistants 
have treated powdered basalt, granite, feld- 
spar and other minerals with carbonated 
water, and after filtering have obtained resi- 
dues which are acid to litmus and other teats. 
This is essentially comparable to the weather- 
ing process going on in soils. Acid soils 
treated in this way are made more acid. 

li soil acidity is due to true acids and acid 
salts such as acid silicates, why have investi- 
gators not been able to show that acid soils 
take up equivalent amounts of the difierent 
bases from salt solutions? This is due to the 
foot that the acid silicates and their neutral- 
ised products are only very slightly soluble, 
aJid the solubility of the neutralised silicates 
varies according to the base that effects iSSk 
neutralisation. The law on which the ad- 
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heroatfl of the colloid theory base their con- 
dusion reads as follows; The relative affinity 
of the acids is independent of the nature of 
the base. It mtui he carefullp noted that this 
law only holds when all the reacting suh- 
stances are in a true solution, or if there are 
partially soluble substances formed, then in 
any series of comparisons, the solubility of 
iJie corresponding substances must be of the 
same order. The opportunity for secondary 
or side reoc^tons must also be eliminated or 
made comparable. In the soil there is almost 
unlimited opportunity for these side reactions 
to occur. Most previous investigators of soil 
acidity and absorption have entirely over- 
looked and ignored these most important con- 
siderations and hence have accordingly ar- 
rived at erroneotts conclusions* 

In order to overcome these difficulties and 
make the conditions more comparable, the 
writer has proceeded as follows : Small amounts 
of very finely powdered soil were thoroughly 
shaken with comparatively large amounts of 
the respective salt solutions for a short period 
and then q[uickly filtered, and the acidity of the 
filtrate determined. When this was done the 
soil took up very nearly equivalent amounts 
of different bases from salts having a common 
acid ion. The use of very finely powdered soil 
and the procedure of thoroughly shaking made 
the conditions more like those of a true solu- 
tion than was the case of other investigators. 
The UB6 of an overwhelming mass of salt solu- 
tion in comparison to the soil used equalizes 
the side reactions to a large extent. The main 
reaction takes place almost instantly, and hence 
the treatment should be short in order to pre- 
vent further side reactions. The results of 
these experiments point strongly to the exist- 
ence of true acid substances as the cause of 
soil acidity. 

Besides this active acidity, there is in soils 
usually a considerable amount of inactive 
acidity, which comes into play on continued 
treatment with salt solutions or basic mate- 
rials, The writer has evidence, though not 
oonclusiys, which indicates that kaolin is a 
snhstanoe ^ich may exist as either an active 
or an inactive acid. It is possible that rear- 


rangements of the molecule, or polymerlM- 
tion may be the cause of this. In eontact witih 
basic material, kaolin gradually takes up nmre 
and more base, which may be due to the grad- 
ual change of kaolin to the aetive acidic 
form. Treatment with carbon dif^de or 
other acids also seems to cause a Ohange to 
the active form. 

The writer and assistants have perfected a 
new quantitative method for soil acidity. In 
this method 25 g. of soil are moistened in a 
casserole with 35 c.c. of water and then 
treated with an excess of barium hydroxide 
Solution. This is allowed to act for cme min- 
ute with constant stirring and then carbon 
dioxide is immediately passed in, changing 
the excess of hydroxide to the carbonate. The 
material is evaporated to complete dryness on 
a steam bath, and then the excess of hydroxide 
is measured by determining the carbonates 
present. A special form of apparatus has 
been devised for making this carbonate de- 
termination. It can also be used for determin- 
ing carbonates in non-acid soils. When the 
termination is made by this method, it makes 
little difference whether calcium, barium or 
sodium hydroxide is used to neutralize the 
acidity. If soil acidity is due to colloids, then 
according to the properties of colloids it should 
take different chemical equivalent amounts 
of sodium, barium and calcium hydroxide. 
This, again, indicates very strongly that soil 
acidity is due to true acids and not colloids. 
The writer has a considerable amount of qtflior 
data which bears on the subject at various 
angles, but always supports the existence of 
true acids as the cause of soil acidity. 

There is no question but what colloids egiet 
in soils. Some colloids absorb bases and others 
absorb the acid ion. The amount of absogp^ 
tion, however, in the case of the pure oolldtds 
which have been worked with in the labovx^ 
tory Is very small in comparison to the phe^ 
nomena going on in acid soils. The absorptipi 
capacity of these colloids is practically negli- 
gible as far as soil acidity is concerned. The 
wrongly so-called selective idMoiption of bases 
in soils has received a large amount of oAMnr 
tion during the past fifty years^ but the ex* 
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fiitifttioiu of the phenomena have never been 
satisfactory. It is for the most part not an 
absorption phenomenon but a true chemical re- 
action coneistitig of an exchange of bases be- 
tween a soluble salt and silicate, or else a neu- 
tralisation of acid substances by the base of a 
salt giving rise to a soluble acid, as in the case 
in acid soils. In the case of peats and soils 
high in organic matter, organic compounds 
may cause similar phenomena. The writer 
has been unable to obtain or find any data 
which on careful consideration would lend 
support to the colloid absorption theory of soil 
acidity. 

The new test for soil acidity which the 
writer had previously described® has now been 
tried on a very large number of soils and 
found entirely satisfactory. As is obvious, it 
is absolutely necessary to use neutral calcium 
chloride and sine sulphide in the test. 
Merckxs reagents have given perfect satisfac- 
tion. In reply to Harris,* the writer wishes to 
state that acid soils react without the use of 
calcium chloride and hence his comment does 
not apply. 

Although soils are composed for the most 
part of silica and silicates, yet the function of 
the silicates in soil fertility has been almost 
entirely ignored. Their function in the in- 
organic world is analogous to that of the pro- 
teins and caihohydrates in the organic world. 
The complex nature and behavior of the 
silicates makes possible the great regulatory 
processes going on in soils. The property of 
certain silicates by means of which they 
change from an active acidic state, a condi- 
tion in which they actively take up bases from 
solution, to a condition of inactivity, and also 
the change in the reverse direction, ie of Ihe 
greatest importance. This property makes 
poeaibig the presence of an enormous amount 
of such silicates which prevent undue loss by 
leaching without giving rise to the excessively 
i^id condition which would otherwise be 
tuecesseiy. The root hairs of planis are prob* 
ably among the most delicate of all external 
organs in either plant or animal life. In the 

sLoc. oit. 

sXec. Oft, 


soil there are a groat variety of processes going 
on, resulting undoubtedly in the formation of 
not only beneficial substanoea, but also of some 
harmful ones. If this is &e ease, it is prob- 
able that nature has made some provision for 
inhibiting the deleterious action of the harm- 
ful substances on the delicate root hairs. It 
seems possible that the silicates may form 
temporary combinations with these substenoes 
and thus prevent unfavorable action on the 
root hairs. The wonderful influences, in other 
than physical ways, of a small amount of such 
silicates commonly called clay, on the fertility 
of sandy soils has been known for a long time, 
and a consideration of the above aids greatly 
in its explanation. The writer has in prepara- 
tion a detailed paper dealing with the subject 
of soil acidity and related phenomena. 

DxrABTMKNT OP SOILS, 

Wisconsin Experimjcnt Station, 
UNrvKBsiry op Wisconsin 

A NEW METHOD OP MEASURING THE OONOENTRA- 

TION OP THE SOIL SOLUTION AROUND THE 
SOIL PARTICLES 

In conducting a thorough investigation on 
the general subject of soil temperature the in- 
fluence of soluble salts on the lowering of 
freezing point of soils was also studied. It 
was observed that the phenomena of super- 
cooling and freezing behaved in moist soils 
exactly the same way as in solutions. These 
facts suggested the ideas that the freezing 
point method might be employed to measure 
the concentration of the soil solution around 
the soil particles. In order to ascertain 
whether or tot this could possibly be done a 
aeries of experiments was instituted, using 
difierent classes of soil with various moisture 
contents, or known concentration of solutions. 
It has b^n found that the freezing point of the 
soil solution around the soil particles can be 
determined with great ease. Solidification can 
be started when the soil mass is supercooled to 
only about 0.2^ C., by simply moving the 
thermometer in the soil. The starting of the 
Bolidificatiaxi is far easier in soils than in 
iolutiohs. The freezing point of soils can 
be determined even when the moisture con- 
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tout is reduced to or slightly below tbo 
wilting coefficient, In the case of quartz sand, 
for instance, the freezing point can bo meas*- 
ured when the amount of water present is only 
about 0.8 per cent. Below the wilting coeffi' 
cient the solidification ia started with some 
difficulty, and the duplicate determinations do 
not agree yery closely, especially if the con- 
centration of the solution is very high. Above 
the wilting point the solidification does not 
only start with great ease, but the determina- 
tions can be duplicated with a surprising close- 
ness; the values either agree exactly with one 
another or show deviations of only a few 
thousandths of a degree, using the Beekmann 
thermometer. 

In determining the freezing point of differ- 
ent classes of soil the remarkable fact was dis- 
covered that the freezing point lowering, and 
consequently the concentration of the soil solu- 
tion varies directly with the amount of water 
present. The following figures show the freez- 
ing point lowering, using distilled water as a 
basis of comparison, of natural soils contain- 
ing high and rather low moisture content* 

TABLE I 

Freeeing Point Lowering of Different Classee of 
Soil at Different Moisture Content 



Freeielng-polnt 

Per Cent. 

Boil 

Lowerins 

Molttiure 

Sand 

0.083“ 0. 

6.22 

Ifoam 

0.060 

88,46 

Clay 

0.098 

24.68 

Olay 

0,090 

38.00 

Peat 


381,00 

Band 


2,80 

Loam 

0.261 

26.35 

Clay 

0.696 

38.23 

Clay 

2.290 

32.00 

Peat 

0.050 

138,97 


It will be evident from the above table that 
when the soils contain a high moisture con- 
tent the lowering of the freezing point, and 
consequently the concentration, is rather smaU, 
and does not vary greatly between the different 
soils. But when the moisture content of these 
same soils ia reduced considerably, the lower- 
ing of the freezing point is increased in some 
cases very greatly. When it is considered that 


about 4,000 parts of mineral salts in l,OOOp0fiO 
of water cause a depression of the freegbg 
point of only about 0.090*^ 0., ihe alk)ve figms 
for the soils with low moisture content repve^ 
sent an enormous concentration, especially 
some cases. 

In order to ascertain (1) the sensitiveneas of 
the method to detect differences in conoentl^ 
tion in the soil solution, and (9) to see whether 
the concentration of the soil solution can be 
increased by the addition of mineral salts, a 
complete nutrient stock solution was prepared 
from which solutions were made up varying in 
concentration from 80 to 4,000 parts per 
million. The freezing point of these solutions 
alone, and in contact with soils was deter- 
mined. Some of the results thus obtained are 
shown in Table IT. 

TABLE U 

Lowering of the Freesing Point of Soils with a 
Nutrient Solution of Different Concentration 
Lowering of the Freezing Point 



80 

P. P. M. 

2,000 
P.P. M. 

4,000 

p. Km 

Solution 

0.005 

0.043 

0.083 

Sand 

0.005 

0.040 

0.086 

Loam 

0.006 

0.086 

•0,067 

Cl«y 

0,006 

0.037 

0.065 

Peat 

0.006 

0.021 

0.060 


The values for the soils represent the depres- 
sion of the freezing point caused only by the 
addition of the respective solutions; the de- 
pression due to the soils themselves has bewi 
deducted. 

An examination of the above results reveals 
the interesting fact that the lowering of the 
freezing point of the solutions in contact with 
the soils does not vary very much from that of 
the solution alone, 

There is at present no other method capable 
of measuring the concentration of the sUp solu- 
tion in the soO or around the soil partiolee* 
The foregoing method has yielded» thus 
some very remarkable results, and promises to 
give us a better understanding of the funda- 
mental principles governing the soil solution- 
Gsxutox BotnroiKx>a^ 
M. IL KcOooSi 

Michigan AOBictrLTUiUL Oaumn 
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TEE PET8I0L0GICAL IMPOBTANCE OF 
PHASE BOUNDABIESi 

Evbn' a hasty eonsideratioji of the ar- 
rangements present in living eells is soffl- 
cient to bring conviction that tiie phTsical 
and chemical eystems concerned operate 
tinder conditions very different from those 
of reactions taking place between snbstanoes 
in true solution. We become aware of the 
fact that there are numerous constituents 
of the cell which do not mix with one an- 
other. In other words, the cell system is 
one of many “phases,” to nse the expres- 
sion introduced by Willard Qibbs. 

Further, parts of this system which ap- 
pear homogeneous under the ordinary 
microscope are shown by the ultra-micro- 
scope to be themselves heterogeneous. 
These are in what is known as the colloidal 
state. Some dispute has taken place as to 
whether this state is properly to be called 
a heterogeneous one, but it is sufficient for 
our purpose to note that investigation shows 
that the interfaces of contact between the 
components of such systems are the seat 
of the various forms of energy which we 
meet with in the case of systems obviously 
consisting of phases which can be separated 
mechanically, so that considerations apply- 
ing to ooarsely heterogeneous systems apply 
also to colloidal systems. Although the 
phases of a colloidal system can not be so 
ohvionsly and easily separated as those of 
an ordinary heterogeneons one, this can be 
done almost completely by filtration 
through membranes sneh as the gelatin in 

^Addrau of the Prerident of the Seotion of 
Pkjmlolofj' St tho MsneheBter Mooting of the 
BrttUh Aotoeistion for the Advancement of Bel- 
siliee.. 
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Martin's process. To avoid confusion, 
however, it has been suggested that the 
colloidal state should be spoken of as 
“microheterogeneous. ” There are, in fact, 
certain phenomena more or less peculiar to 
the colloidal state and due to the influence 
of the sharp curvature of the surfaces of 
the minutely subdivided phase. The effect 
of this curvature is a considerable pressure 
in the interior of the phase, owing to the 
surface tension, and it adds farther com- 
plexity to the properties manifested by it. 

We see, then, that the chemical reactions 
of chief importance to us as physiologists 
are ■ those known as “heterogeneous.” 
This class of reactions, until comparatively 
recent times, has been somewhat neglected 
by the pure chemist. 

In some of its aspects, the problem be- 
fore us was discussed by one of my pre- 
decessors, Professor Hopkins, as also by 
Professor MaeaUum, but its importance 
will, I think, warrant my asking your in- 
dulgence for a farther brief discussion. 
Permit me flrst to apologise for what may 
seem to some of those present to be on un- 
necessarily elementary treatment of certain 
points. 

It is easy to realize that the molecules 
which are situated at the interface where 
two phases are in contact are subject to 
forces differing from those to which the 
molecules in the interior of either phase 
are subject. Consider one phase only, the 
molecules at its surface are exposed on the 
one side to the influence of similar mol- 
ecules; on the other side, they are exposed 
to the influence of molecules of a nature 
chemically unlike their own or in a differ- 
ent physical state of aggregation. The 
result of such asymmetric forces is that 
the phase boundary is the seat of various 
forms of energy not present in the interior 
of the phase. The most obvious of these is 
the surface energy due to the state of ten- 


sion existing where a liquid or a gas fonns 
one of the phases. It would les^ us to 
to disease the mode of origin (pf thip auis 
face tension, except to call to 
due to the attractive force of the motooules 
for one another, a force which is left par- 
tially unbalanced at the surface, so that the 
molecules here are pulled inwards. The 
tension is, of coarse, only the intensity 
factor of the surface energy, the capacity 
factor being the area of the surface. We 
see at once that any influence which alters 
the area of the surface alters also the mag- 
nitude of that form of energy of which we 
are speaking. 

This is not the only way in which the 
properties of substances are changed at 
phase boundaries. The compressibility of a 
solvent, such as water, are altered, so that 
the solubilities o.f various substances in it 
are not the same as in the interior of the 
liquid phase. It is stated by J. J. l%om- 
son that potassium sulphate is 60 per sent, 
more soluble in the surface fldm. Tlie irays 
in which the properties of a solvent are 
changed are sometimes spoken of as “lyo- 
tropic,” and they play an important part 
in the behavior of colloids. We meet also 
with the presence of electrical charges, of 
positive or negative sign. These are due, 
as a rule, to electrolytic dissociation of the 
surface of one phase, in which the one ion, 
owing to its insolubility, remains fixed at 
the surface, while the opposite ion, alibouidt 
soluble, can not wander away farther than 
permitted by electrostatic attraction. Thus 
we have a Helmholtz doable layer produced. 

Before we pass on to consider how these 
phenomena intervene in physiologioa]$i|>xoo- 
esses, there is one fact that should be re- 
ferred to on account of its significance ia 
connection with the contractile force iof 
mnsde. Surface tensien is found to de- 
crease as the temperature riseB, or, as it ie 
sometimes put, it has a negative tempezf- 
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tttre ooefScimt. This is unusual ; but, if we 
Mimeodier that the interface between a 
liqi|id^''a3ll!{ its vapor disappears when the 
temperature rises to the critical point, and 
with it, of course, all phenomena at the 
boundary surface, the fact is not surprising 
that there is a diminution of these phenom- 
ena as the critical temperature is ap- 
proached. 

Perhaps that result of surface energy 
known as “adsorption” is the one in which 
the conditions present at phase boundaries 
make themselves most frequently obvious. 
Since the name has been used somewhat 
loosely, it is a matter of some consequence 
to have clear ideas of what is meant when 
it is made use of. Unless it is used to de- 
scribe a definite fact, it can only be mis- 
chievous to the progress of science. 

Permit me, then, first to remind you of 
that fact of universal experience, known os 
the "dissipation of energy,” which is in- 
volved in the second law of energetics. 
Free energy — that is, energy which can be 
used for the performance of useful work — 
is invariably found to diminish, if the con- 
ditions are such that this is possible. If 
we have, therefore, a system in which, by 
any change of distribution of the constitu- 
ents, free energy can be decreased, such a 
change of distribution will take place. This 
is one form of the well-known "Principle 
of CSmot and Clausius.” 

New, practically any substance dissolved 
in water lowers the surfacb tension present 
at fibs interface between the liquid and 
another solid or liquid {ihase with which 
it is4n contact. Moreover, up to a certain 
limit, the magnitude of this effect is in pro- 
portion to the concentration of the solute. 
Theicffore, as was first pointed out by Wil- 
lartft Cibbs, concentration of a solute at an 
intSSdiaGe has the effect of reducing free 
enasgy and will therefore oceut. This is 
adftii^tion. As an example, we may take 


the deposition of a dyestuff on the surface 
of charcoal, from whieb it con be removed 
again, unaltered, by appropriate means, 
such as extraction with idoobbl. Oharooal 
plus dye may, if any satiafaction is derived 
from the statement, be called a compound. 
But, ainoe its diemioid eompositiom depends 
on the eoncentration of the solution in 
which it was formed, it is much more accu- 
rate to qualify the statement by calling it 
an ‘ ‘ adsorption-compound. ’ ' Moreover, the 
suggestion that the union is a chemioal 
one tends to deprive the concepti<m of chem- 
ical combination of its oharacteristio qual- 
ity, namely, the change of properties. 
Dye-stuff and charcoal are chemically un- 
changed by adsorption. 

The ori^ of adsorption from surface 
tension is easily able to explain why it is 
less as the temperature rises, as we find 
experimentally. As we have jnst seen, sur- 
face tension diminishes with increase of 
temperature. 

Let us next consider what will happen if 
the liquid phase contains in solution a 
substance which lowers surface tension and 
is also capable of entering into chemical re- 
action with the material of which the other, 
solid, phase consists. For example, a solu- 
tion of caproic acid in contact with par- 
ticles of aluminium hydroxide. On the 
surface of the solid, the oonoentration of 
the acid will be increased by adsorption, 
and, in consequence, the rate of the reac- 
tion with it will be raised, according to the 
law of mass action. Further, suppose that 
the liqmd phase contains two substances 
which react dowly with each other, but not 
with the solid phase. They will be brought 
into intimate contact with each other on 
the surface of the solid phase, their con- 
centration raised and the rate of their in- 
teraction inereased. One of the reagents 
may clearly be the solvent itself. But in all 
th^ eases the rate of the reaction can not 



512 


SCIENCE 


[K. a voL. xLii^: xra. »»(( 


be expressed by s simple application of the 
law of mass action, since the active masses 
are not functions of the molecular concen- 
trations, but of the surface of the phase 
boundaries. The application of these con- 
siderations to the problem of the action of 
enzymes and of heterogeneous catalysis in 
general will be apparent. That the action 
of enzymes is exerted by their surfaces is 
shown, apart from the fact that they are in 
colloidal solution, by the results of experi- 
ments made in liquids in which the enzymes 
themselves are insoluble in the usual sense, 
so that they can be filtered off by ordinary 
filter paper and the filtrate found to be free 
from enzyme. Notwithstanding this in- 
solubility, enzymes are still active in these 
liquids. The statement has been found, up 
to the present, to apply to lipase, emulsin 
and urease, probably to trs^psin, and the 
only difficulty in extending it to all enzsnnes 
is that of finding a substrate soluble in some 
liquid in which the enzyme itself is not. 
That adsorption is a controlling factor in 
the velocity of enzyme action has been ad- 
vocated by myself for some years, but it is 
not to be understood as implying that the 
whole action of enzymes is an “adsorption 
phenomenon,” whatever may be the mean- 
ing of this statement. The rate at which 
the chemical reaction proceeds is controlled 
by the mass of the reagents concentrated on 
the surface of the enzyme phase at any 
given moment, but the temperature coeffi- 
cient will, of course, be that of a chemical 
reaction. 

The thought naturally suggests itself, 
may not the adsorption of the reacting sub- 
stances on the surface of the enzyme suffice 
in itself to bring about the equilibrium at 
a greater rate, so that the assumption of a 
secondary chemical combination of a chem- 
ical nature between enzyme and substrate 
may be superfluous} I should hesitate 
somewhat to propose this hypothesis for 


serious consideration were it not thstiit w>a 
given by Faraday as the explanst^. 
one of the most familiar oases of Imtero- 
geneous catalysis, namely, the un||OB of 
oxygen and hydrogen gases by meana of the 
surfaces of platinum and other subs^oes. 
The insight shown by Faraday into the 
nature of the phenomena with whieh ha was 
concerned is well known and has tsoften 
caused astonishment. Now, this case of 
oxygen and hydrogen gases is clearer one 
of those called “catalytic” by Beqtslius. 
The fact that the agent responsible for the 
effect did not itself suffer change was dear 
to Faraday. I wonld also, in paren^esia, 
direct attention to the fact that he coifeotly 
recognized the gold solutions whieh ha pre- 
pared as suspensions of metallic paitieles 
— that is, as what we now call coUoidabaolu- 
tions. Although the B3rBtematic invedaga- 
tion of colloids, and the name itself, ware 
due to Graham, some of the credit the 
discovery should be given to the man who 
first saw what was their nature. Adsorp- 
tion, again, was accurately described by 
Faraday, but without giving it a nania. 

I confess that there are, at preBent,fiffiffl- 
enlties in the way of accepting conofBtra- 
tion by adsorption as a complete exiriUma- 
tion of the catalytic activities of enzymes. 
It is not obvious, for example, why the fame 
em^me should not be able to hydrolyze jbotb 
maltose and saccharose, as it is usually ex- 
pressed. Another difficulty is that it is 
necessary to assume that the relative iaon- 
centration of the compcments of the (sbem- 
ical system must be the same on the mrffaao 
of the enzyme as it is in the body of the 
solution; in other words, the adsorption .of 
each must he the same function of itsij^- 
centration. Unless this were so, the eqi^^ 
rium position on the enzyme sarfaoeB,pBiifl 
therefore in the body of the solution, ww^ 
be a different one under the aotioa 
enzyme from that arrived at niiiiiil»iiii(|iilir 
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or brought about by a homogeneous catalyst 
such as acid. This consideration was 
brought to my notice by Professor Hopkins, 
and requires experimental investigation. 
We know, indeed, that in some cases there 
is such a difference in the position of the 
equilibrium position, for which various ex- 
planations have been suggested. But it 
would be a matter of some interest to know 
whether this difference has any relation to 
different degrees of adsorption of the com- 
ponents of the system. 

At the same time, adsorption is under 
the control of so many factors, surface ten- 
sion, electrical charge, and so on, that the 
possibilities seem innumerable. There are, 
moreover, two considerations to which I 
may be allowed to direct your attention. 
Hardy has pointed out that it is probable 
that the increased rate of reaction at the 
interface between phases may be due, not 
merely to increased concentration as such, 
but that in the act of concentration itself 
molecular forces may be brought into play 
which result in a rise in chemical potential 
of the reacting substances. In the second 
place, Barger has shown that the adsorption 
of iodine by certain organic compounds is 
clearly related to the chemical composition 
of the surfaces of these substances, but that 
this relationship does not result in chemical 
combination or in abolition of the essential 
nature of the process as an adsorption. It 
would appear that those properties of the 
surface, such as electric charge and so on, 
which control the degree of adsorption, are 
dependent on the chemical nature of the 
surface. This dependence need not cause 
us any surprise, since the physical proper- 
ties of a substance, inclusive of surface ten- 
sion, are so closely related to its chemical 
composition. 

There is one practical conclusion to be 
derived from the facts already known with 
regard to enzymes. This is, that any simple 


application of the law of mass action can 
not lead to a correct mathematical expres- 
sion for the rate of reaction, although at- 
tempts of this kind have been made, as by 
Van Slyke. The rate must be proportional 
to the amount of substrate adsorbed, and 
this, again, is a function both of the concen- 
tration of the substrate and of that of the 
products. It is, then, a continuously vary- 
ing quantity. Expressed mathematically, 
the differential equation for the velocity 
must be something of this kind; 


where n itself is an unknown function of C, 
the concentration of the substrate or prod- 
ucts. 

The hypothesis of control by adsorption 
gives a simple explanation of the exponen- 
tial ratio between the concentration of the 
enzyme and its activity, which is found to 
be different numerically according to the 
stage of the reaction. At the beginning, 
it may be nearly unity; in the middle it is 
more nearly 0.5, as in the so-called “square 
root law“ of Sehiitz and Borissov, which 
is, however, merely an approximation. 
Simple explanations are also given of the 
fact that increasing the concentration of the 
substrate above a certain value no longer 
causes an increased rate of reaction. This 
is clearly because the active surface is 
saturated. Again, the effect of antiseptics 
and other substances which, by their great 
surface activity, obtain possession of the 
enzyme surfaces, and thereby exclude to a 
greater or less degree the adsorption of the 
substrate, receives a reasonable account. In 
many cases, the depressant or favoring ac- 
tion of electrolytes, including acid and 
alkali, is probably due to aggregation or 
diBpemon of the colloidal particles of the 
enzyme, with decrease or increase of their 
total surface. It is to be noted that such 
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explanations are independent of any pos- 
sible formation of an intermediate com- 
pound between enzyme and substrate, after 
adsorption has taken place. 

There is a further way in which adsorp- 
tion plays a part in the chemical processes 
of cells, including those under the influence 
of catalysts. It is a familiar fact that the 
concentration of water plays a large part in 
the position of equilibrium attained in re- 
versible reacjtions of hydrolysis and syn- 
thesis. A synthetic process is brought 
about by diminution of the effective con- 
centration of water. There are, doubtless, 
means of doing this in the elaborate mech- 
anisms of cell life, and, in all probability, it 
is by adsorption on surfaces, which are able 
to change their ** affinity” for water. 

I pass on to consider briefly some other 
cases in which the phenomena at phase 
boundaries require attention. 

Let us turn our gaze from the interior 
of the cell to the outer surface, at which it 
is in contact with the surrounding medium. 
Prom the nature of adsorption there can be 
no doubt that, if the cell or the surround- 
ing liquid contains substances which de- 
crease surface energy of any form, these 
constituents will be concentrated at the 
interface. There are many such substances 
to be found in cells, some of lipoid nature, 
some proteins, and so on. Further, the ex- 
periments of Ramsden have shown that a 
large number of substances are deposited 
in surface films in a more or less rigid or 
solidified form. We are thus led to inquire 
whether these phenomena do not account 
for the existence of the cell membrane, 
about which so much discussion has taken 
place. We find experimentally that there 
are facts which show that this membrane, 
under ordinary resting conditions, is im- 
permeable to most crystalloids, including 
inorganic salts, acids and bases. There is 
no other explanation of the fact that the 


salts present in cells are not only in 
ent concentration inside from that outsidia, 
but that there may be absence of certailh 
salts from one which are present in tile 
other, as, for example, sodium in the plasma 
of the rabbit not in the corpuscles. More- 
over, the experiments of Hoeber have shown 
that electrolytes are free in the cells, so that 
they are not prevented from diffusion by 
being fixed in any way. The mere assump^ 
tion of a membrane impermeable to collolda 
only will not account for the facts, cdllOfi, 
as I have shown in another place, this woold 
only explain differences of concentration, 
but not of composition. The surface ©on- 
centration of cell constituents readily ac- 
counts for the changes of permeability oc- 
curring in functional activity, since it de- 
pends on the nature of the cell protoplaam, 
and chemical changes of many and vasi- 
ous kinds occur in this system. If such ba 
the nature of the cell membrane, it is «fi- 
dent that we are not justified in expecting 
to find it composed of lipoid or of protein 
alone. It must have a very complex com- 
position, varying with the physiologicai 
state of the cell. Indeed, complex artifiaigl 
membranes have been prepared having 
properties very similar to that of the cell 
This view that the membrane is formed 
by surface condensation of constituents 
the cell readily accounts for the changes of 
permeability occurring in functional active 
ity, since its composition depends on that 
of the cell protoplasm, and chemical changes 
of various kinds take place in this system, 
as it is scarcely necessary to remind you. 
In fact, the cell membrane is not to be re- 
garded as an independent entity, but as a 
working partner, as it were, in the business 
of the life of the cell. In the state .of 
excitation, for example, there is satisfactory 
evidence that the cell membrane loses its 
character of semipermeability to electro^ 
lytes, etc. This statement has been shown 
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to apply to muscle, nerve, gland cells, and 
the excitable tissues of plants, as well as to 
unicellular organisms. We shall see pres- 
ently how this fact gives a simple explana- 
tion of the electrical changes associated 
with the state of activity. 

If, then, the cell membrane is a part of 
the cell system as a whole, it is not surpris- 
ing to find that substances can affect pro- 
foundly, although reversibly, the activities 
of the cell, even when they are unable to 
pass beyond the outer surface. The state 
of dynamic equilibrium between the cell 
membrane and the rest of the cell system is 
naturally affected by such means, since the 
changes in the one component involve com- 
pensating ones in the other. Interesting 
examples of such actions are numerous. I 
may mention the effect of calcium ions on 
the heart muscle, the effect of sodium hy- 
droxide on oxidation in the eggs of the 
•ea-urchin, and that of acids on the con- 
traction of the jelly-fish. Somewhat puz- 
zling are those cases in which drugs, such 
as pilocarpine and muscarine, act only dur- 
ing their passage through the membrane 
and lose their effect when their concentra- 
tion has become equal inside and outside 
the cell. 

The work of Dale on anaphylaxis leads 
him to the conclusion that the phenomena 
shown by sensitized plain muscle can most 
reasonably be explained by colloidal inter- 
action on the surface of the fibers. The 
result of this is increased permeability and 
excitation resulting therefrom. 

I referred previously to the electrical 
change in excitable tissues and its relation 
to the cell membrane. It was, I believe, 
first pointed out by Ostwald and confirmed 
by many subsequent investigators, that in 
order that a membrane may be imperme- 
able to a salt it is not a necessary condi- 
tion that it shall be impermeable to both the 
ions into which this salt is electrolytically 


dissociated. If impermeable to one only of 
tliese ions, the other, diffusible, ion can not 
pass out beyond the point at which the os- 
motic pressure due to its kinetic energy bal- 
ances the electrostatic attraction of the op- 
positely charged ion, which is imprisoned. 
There is a Helmholtz double layer formed 
at the membrane, the outside having a 
charge of the sign of the diffusible ions, the 
inside that of the other ions. Now, suppose 
that we lead off from two places on the sur- 
face of a cell having a membrane with such 
properties to some instrument capable of 
detecting differences of electrical potential. 
It will be clear that we shall obtain no in- 
dication of the presence of the electrical 
charge, because the two points are equi- 
potential, and we can not get at the inte- 
rior of the cell without destroying its struc- 
ture. But if excitation means increased 
permeability, the double layer will disap- 
pear at an excited spot owing to indiscrimi- 
nate mixing of both kinds of ions, and we 
are then practically leading off from the 
interior of the cell, that is, from the inter- 
nal component of the double layer, while 
the unexcited spot is still led off from the 
outer component. The two contacts are no 
longer equipotential. Since we find experi- 
mentally that a point at rest is electrically 
positive to an excited one, the outer compo- 
nent must be positive, or the membrane is 
permeable to certain cations, impermeable 
to the corresponding anions. Any action 
on the cell such as would make the mem- 
brane permeable, injury, certain chemical 
agents, and so on, would have the same 
effect as the state of excitation. If we may 
assume the possibility of degrees of perme- 
ability, the state of inhibition might be pro- 
duced by decrease of permeability of the 
membrane of a cell, which was previously 
in a state of excitation owing to some influ- 
ence inherent in the cell itself or coming 
from the outside. This manner of account- 
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ing for the electromotive changes in cells 
is practically the same as that given by 
Bernstein. 

It will be found of interest to apply to 
jsecretory cells the facts to which I have 
directed your attention. If we suppose 
that the setting into play of such cells is 
associated with the production of some 
oamotically active substance, together with 
abolition of the state of semi-permeability 
of the membrane covering the ends of the 
cells in relation with the lumen of the 
alveolus of the gland, it is plain that water 
would be taken up from the lymph spaces 
and capillaries and escape to the duct, 
carrying with it the secretory products of 
the cells. This process would be continuous 
BO long as osmotically active substances were 
fornied. Such a process has been shown by 
Lepeshkin to occur in plants, and we have 
also evidence of increased permeability 
during secretory activity in the gland cells 
of animals, From what has been said pre- 
viously, it is evident that electrical differ- 
ences would show themselves between the 
permeable and semipermeable ends of such 
cells, as has been found to bo the case. 

As a modifiable structure, we see the im- 
portance of such a membrane as that de- 
scribed if it takes part in the formation of 
the synapse between neurones. The mani- 
fold possibilities of allowing passage to 
states of excitation or inhibition and of 
being affected by drugs will be obvious 
without further elaboration on my part. 

Enough has already been said, I think, 
to show the innumerable ways in which 
phenomena at phase boundaries intervene 
in physiological events. Indeed, there are 
very few of these, if any, in which some 
component or other is not controlled by the 
action of surfaces of contact* But there is 
one especially important case to which I 
may be allowed to devote a few words in 
conclusion. I refer to the contractile proc- 


ess of muscle. It has become clear, chiefly 
through the work of Fletcher, Hopkins 
and A. V. Hill, that what is usually called 
muscular contraction consists of two parts. 
Starting from the resting muscle, we find 
that it must have a store of potential energy, 
since we can make it do work when stimu- 
lated. After being used in this way, the 
store must be replenished, since energy can 
not be obtained from nothing. This res- 
toration process is effected by an inde- 
pendent oxidation reaction, in which car- 
bohydrate is burnt up with the setting free 
of energy which is made use of to restore 
the muscle to its original state. Confining 
our attention for the moment to the initial, 
contractile, stage, the essential fact is the 
production of a certain amount of energy 
of tension, which can either be used for the 
performance of external work or be allowed 
to become degraded to heat in the muscle 
itself. It was Blix who first propounded 
the view that the amount of this energy of 
tension is related to the magnitude of cer- 
tain surfaces in the muscle fibers. But the 
fact wag demonstrated in a systematic and 
quantitative manner by A. V. Hill. He 
showed, in fact, that the amount of energy 
set free in the contractile process is directly 
related to the length of muscle fibers dur- 
ing the development of the state of tension. 
In other words, the process is a surface phe- 
nomenon, not one of volume, and is directly 
proportional to the area of certain surfaces 
arranged longitudinally in the muscle. 
This same relationship has been shown by 
Patterson and Starling to hold for the 
ventricular contraction of the mammalian 
heart and by Kosawa .for that of the cold- 
blooded vertebrate. It appears that all the 
phenomena connected with the output of 
blood by the heart can be satisfactorily ex- 
plained by the hypothesis that the energy 
of the contraction is regulated by the lenfftk 
of the ventricular fibers during the period 



OOKWtt IS, lOlS} 


SCIENCE 


617 


of development of the contractile stress. 
The degree of filling at the moment of con> 
traction is thus the determining factor. 

That surface tension itself may be re- 
sponsible for the energy given oflP in mus- 
cular contraction was first suggested by 
Fitzgerald in 1878, and it seems, from cal- 
culations made, that changes at the contact 
surface of the fibrillm with the sarcoplasm 
may be capable of affording a sufficient 
amount. The difficulties in deciding the 
question are great, but, in addition to the 
facts mentioned, there is other interesting 
evidence at hand. It has been shown, by 
Gad and Heymans, by Bernstein and others, 
that the contractile stress produced by a 
stimulus has a negative temperature coeffi- 
cient. Within the limits of temperature 
between which the muscle can be regarded 
as normal, this stress is the greater the 
lower the temperature. The same state- 
ment was shown by Weizsacker (working 
with A. V. Hill) to hold for the heat devel- 
oped in the contractile stage. Now, of all 
the forms of energy possibly concerned, 
that associated with phase boundaries is 
the only one with a negative temperature 
coefficient. Another aspect of this relation 
to temperature is the well-known increase 
of the tonus of smooth muscle with fall in 
temperature. 

It is tempting to bring into relation with 
the change in surface tension the produc- 
tion of lactic acid. In fact, this idea was 
put into a definite statement by Haber and 
Klemensievich in 1909 in a frequently 
quoted paper on the forces present at phase 
boundaries. The production of acid is 
stated to alter the electrical forces at this 
situation. This electrical charge involves 
a change of surface tension, and it is this 
change of surface tension which brings 
about the mechanical deformation of the 
muscle. Mines also has brought forward 
good evidence that the production of lactic 


acid is responsible for the change of ten- 
sion. As to how the lactic acid is set free, 
and of what nature the system of high po- 
tential present in muscle may be, we re- 
quire much more information. The ab- 
sence of evolution of carbon dioxide when 
oxygen is not present shows that no oxida- 
tion takes place in the development of 
tension. There are other difficulties also in 
supposing that this system present in rest- 
ing muscle is of a chemical nature. If the 
energy afforded by the oxidation of carbo- 
hydrate in the recovery stage is utilized for 
the formation of another chemical system 
with high energy content, the theory of 
coupled reactions indicates that there must 
be some component common to both systems. 
It is difficult to see what component of the 
muscle system could satisfy the conditions 
required. On the whole, some kind of 
system of a more physical nature seems the 
most probable. If it be correct that the 
oxidation of substances other than carbo- 
hydrate, fat, for example, can afford the 
chemical energy for muscular contraction, 
as appears from the results of metabolism 
experiments, a further difficulty arises in 
respect to a coupled reaction. But the 
question still awaits investigation. 

On the whole, I think that we may eon* 
elude that more study o.t the phenomena at 
phase boundaries will throw light on many 
problems still obscure. It would probably 
not be going too far to say that the pecul- 
iarities of the phenomena called ' ‘vital” 
are due to the fact that they are manifesta- 
tions of interchange of energy between the 
phases of heterogeneous systems. It was 
Clerk Maxwell who compared the transac- 
tions of the material universe to mercantile 
operations in which so much credit is trans- 
ferred from one place to another, energy 
being the representative of credit. There 
are many indications that it is just in this 
process of change of energy from one form 
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to another that special degrees of activity 
are to be observed. Such, for example, are 
the electrical phenomena seen in the oxida- 
tion o.C phosphorus or benzaldehyde, and it 
appears that, in the photo-chemical system 
of the green plant, radiant energy is caught 
on the way, as it were, to its degradation to 
heat, and utilized for chemical work. In a 
somewhat similar way, it might be said that 
money in the process of transfer is more 
readily diverted, although perhaps not al- 
ways to such good purpose as in the chloro- 
plast. Again, just as in commerce money 
that ia unemployed is of no value, so it is 
in physiology. Life is incessant change or 
transfer of energy, and a system in statical 
equilibrium is dead. 

W. M. Bayliss 

Univjresity College, 

London 


TEM PUBLICATION OF TEE BESULTS OF 

INVE8TI0ATWN8 MADE IN EXPEBI- 
MENT 8TATIONS IN TECENICAL 
SCIENTIFIC JOVBNA L8^ 

In order to gain a proi>er perspective for a 
consideratioTi of the topic which has been 
assigned the final place in this discussion of 
experiment station publications, namely, the 
publication of results in scientific journals, in- 
cluding the Journal of Agricultural Research, 
it will be necessary to consider very briefly 
certain historical aspects of the question. 
Until within the last few years it has been a 
well-nigh universal practise of the experiment 
stations in this country to publish all, or very 
nearly all, of the material which they have had 
for publication in the form of bulletins. The 
reason for this practise, which has always 
seemed anomalous to scientific workers in other 

iFrom the Maine Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion. This paper formed e part of a symposium 
on the various forms of station publication at the 
California meeting of the Association of American 
Agricultural CoUegOB and Experiment Stations in 
the Station Section. The paper was read by Di- 
rector Charles D, Woods, in the absence of the 
author. 


than agricultural fields, is of course found in 
the historical beginnings of station work and 
station publication in America. 

Section 1 of the Hatch Act provides “ That 
in order to aid in acquiring and diflusing 
among the people of the United States useful 
and practical infonnation on subjects con- 
nected with agriculture, and to promote scien- 
tific investigation of agricultural science,” 
experiment stations were to be established. 
Further on Section 4 provided “ That bulletins 
or reports of progress shall be published ” os 
often as once in three months, and these dis- 
tributed to farmers and newspapers. 

Now the idea plainly embodied in all this 
was that the station should issue bulletins in 
order that the farmers might be informed of 
the nature and results of its activities. This 
entirely laudable idea worked well enough at 
first. Very presently, however, as the char- 
acter and quality of the station work changed 
and the stations began in some measure to 
fulfil the second purpose for which they were 
organizied, namely, to contribute to agricultural 
knowledge by investigation, it came about that 
bulletins were sometimes issued which, from 
the very nature of the case, left the farmer, 
who had the temerity to tackle reading them, 
on the whole rather worse informed when he 
had finished than he was before he began. 
Something of this sort was bound to be the 
case as soon as experiment station work was of 
anything but the most superficial character. 
Just as soon as there began to be issued in 
bulletin form really scientific papers, of a 
technical character, it became evident that the 
publishing activity of a station must perform 
two separate and distinct functions, and not 
merely a single one as was evidently contem- 
plated by those who prepared the Hatch Act. 

These two functions are: (1) To inform the 
general public of the activity of the station, 
with reference to such matters as it (the pub- 
lic) is actually interested in from the view- 
point of practical farming. In other words, 
one function of station publication is, in the lan- 
guage of the original act, to diffuse among the 
people useful and practical information. (S) 
The second function of station publication ia 
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to promote the progress of agricultural science 
and stimulate further investigation by making 
available to workers in that branch of science 
complete and detailed technical accounts of 
what has already been done. Technical scien- 
tific publication is absolutely necessary to the 
advance of science. The reason why scientific 
men publish their results is not, as some execu- 
tives sometimes appear to believe, in order that 
they may get better jobs, but to contribute their 
mite to the accumulated and classified experi- 
ence of the world, which is science. 

The distinction between these two reasons 
for publication was almost entirely lost sight 
of in the earlier history of the stations. One 
regrets to observe that even in the present en- 
lightened era of experiment station evolution 
there does not appear to be universally present 
a clear and complete discrimination between 
these two different, and indeed essentially anti- 
thetic, sorts of publication. Not very long ago 
one of our most distinguished directors, in a 
praiseworthy desire to assert the equality (or 
even superiority) in respect of intellectual at- 
tainment of his constituency as compared with 
the constituencies of other stations, made a 
statement in a scientific journal to the broad 
effect that his institution never had and prob- 
ably never would put out anything not easily 
within the comprehension of the worthy and 
enlightened farmers of his state. Leaving 
aside as not quite relevant here the fact that 
such a statement carries two implications, one 
of which I fancy its genial author overlooked 
in his zeal to make the other, it would seem 
clear that such a position does not do full jus- 
tice to the purely scientific function of a part 
of any station^s publications. 

The general thesis which I shoiild like to 
make the text of this paper is that while what 
has been called above the first function of sta- 
tion publishing activity, namely, the diffusing 
among the people of useful knowledge, is, on 
the whole, well served by the bulletin form; 
on the other hand, the second or purely 
scientific function of station publishing is, 
on the whole, badly served by that fonm 
Further, the attempt will be made to show 
that the best manner of serving the second 


function, which the whole experience of the 
world's scientific workers has brought forth, is 
by publication in established scientific journals. 

As a first step towards the establishment of 
this thesis it is desired to quote a short extract 
from a most entertaining and famous treatise 
published nearly four hundred years ago. This 
work is “ A Boke, or Counseill against the 
Disease Commonly Called the Sweate, or 
Sweatyng Sicknesse made by Jhon Caius, 
Doctour in Phieioke. Uery necessary for 
ouerye personne, and muche requisite to be had 
in the handes of al sortes, for their better in- 
struction, preparacion and defence, against the 
soubdein comyng, and fearful assaultyng of 
the same disease, 1552.” 

John Cajus, or, in its English form Kaye, 
it will be recalled, was the man who brought 
about the elevation to the rank of a college of 
Gonville Hall at Cambridge, since known as 
Gonville and Cajus College, He was one of 
tlie most distinguished physicians of his day, 
and withal an exceedingly keen, witty and 
shrewd person, whose great learning never 
upset his common-sense. In his introduction 
to the “ Sweatyng Sicknesse ” he mentions his 
earliest writings, which were translations out 
of Latin into English. He goes on to say; 

Sense y' tyme diuerso other thyngw I haue 
written, but with entente neuer more to write in 
the EngHshe tongue, partly because the comoditie 
of that which is so written, passeth not the com- 
passe of Englande, but remaineth enclosed within 
the seas, and partly because 1 thought that labours 
so taken should be halfe loste among them whiche 
sette not by learnyng. Thirdly for that 1 thought 
it beste to auoide the judgment of the multitude, 
from whome in maters of learnyng a man shalbe 
forced to dissente, in disprouyng that whiche they 
most appTOue, k approuyng that whiche they moste 
disalowe. Fourthly for that the common settyng 
furthe and printig of euery fooUshe thyng in eng- 
lishe, both of physicke vnperfectly, and other mat- 
ters vndiscretly diminishe the grace of thynges 
learned set furthe in thesame. But chiefiy, because 
I wolde goue none example or comforte to my coun- 
trie men (who I wolde to be now, as here tofore 
they baue bene, comparable in learnyng to men of 
other countries), to stande onely in the Knglisha 
tongue, but to leaue the simplicite of thesame, and 
to procede further in many and diuerse knowledges 
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botbe in tongues and soiencefl at home and In 
vniueraities, to the adournyng of the common 
welthe, better eeruice of their kyng, & great pleas' 
ure and commodite of their own selues, to what 
kinde of life so euer they ahold applie them. 
Therfore whataoeuer sence that tyme I minded to 
write, I wrate j* aame either in greke or latine. 

In thie quaint phraseology of three centuries 
and more ago are stated the fundamental rea- 
sons why experiment station workers of to-day 
will do well to publish the major portion of 
the purely scientific results of their labors not 
in bulletins, but in established scientific jour- 
nals, Point for point, the reasons why learned 
men should publish their heat technical results 
in the ^st technical manner were precisely the 
aame in tJje sixteenth century as they are now 
in the twentieth. Let us see : The comoditie ” 
of the station bulletin very rarely indeed passes 
the compass of America, and consequently fails 
to get the attention of the European workers 
in the same field. Secondly, the labors taken 
in the carrying out of a piece of investigation 
are indeed more than ** halfe loste if the re- 
sults are published in a bulletin which chiefly 
comes to the attention of the farmer, who cer- 
tainly settes not by leamyng,” in the sense 
that he is in no wise interested in the techni- 
calities of science. 

The third point is one about which we can 
not perhaps expect full agreement, but as 
honest differences of opinion can do no harm, 
let me state clearly as my own conviction, that 
our friend Kaye is right in his assertion that 
good work is harmed, and the cause for which 
it stands is harmed, by so publishing it as to 
invite the unintelligent criticism of unin- 
formed people. This is exactly what we do 
whenever we publish technical scientific mate- 
rial in bulletins distributed to the general 
farming public. In spite of the somewhat 
rabid admonisbings which were directed to- 
wards the writer when he made the same 
statement once before, he ventures now to re- 
iterate that the general agricultural public is, 
as a class, totally incapable of forming any 
just opinion of the meaning or value of the 
technical details of scientific work. To invite 
them to form and express such opinion merely 
calls down upon the station and the author 


ridicule or worse. For those, if there be any 
such still, whose democracy is so intense aa 
to lead them to the conviction that there are 
no differences between men, and that the 
humblest hired man on the farm is the inteL 
lectual peer of a Newton or a Darwin, the 
above will sound undemocratic. It really is 
not. To preserve peace in the family* I am 
willing to admit that perhaps we might all be 
Newtons had we been subjected to the same 
environment. My only point is that, whether 
because of heredity or environment, in real fact 
we are not all Newtons. A page of Sanskrit is, 
I very much regret to say, totally incompre- 
hensible to me. There are many pages of many 
bulletins which have been issued by American 
experiment stations which are totally incom- 
prehensible to most farmers. May we not, then, 
without calling each other names like “ cod- 
fish aristocrat,” let tlje matter rest here, and 
turn to Cajus^e fourth point? That point, 
taken over into our present “universe of dis- 
course,” is that since a great deal about agri- 
culture that is purely practical, not scientific 
in any sense, and of an entirely ephemeral na- 
ture, has been and is continually published in 
bulletin form, it can only work to the hurt of 
first-class research work, such as nearly every 
one of our stations is producing, to publish it 
in bibliographical community with the trivial 
matter which composes so great a part of bul- 
letin literature as a class. Literary and scien- 
tific productions, as well as men, are judged 
by the company they keep. 

The fifth and the "chiefe” reason why the 
stations should publish more of their research 
work in journals rather than bulletins is be- 
cause of the educational value of that method 
for the station men themselves. If a piece of 
work is submitted to a technical journal for 
publication, that work must pass a test of merit 
which is entirely independent of station pol- 
itics, executive favoritism, the marital con- 
nections of the author, the probable effect on 
the constituency and next year's appropriation, 
and a host of other things which have been 
known to play a part in bulletin publication. 
The work will be judged by the editorial board 

>But only for tW reason 1 
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of the journal strictly on its own merits as a 
piece of scientific research, and on no other 
basis. Journal publication provides each di- 
rector with an opportunity to see the scientific 
work of his station as others see it. Scientific 
papers are not unlike favorite sons ; it is often 
very difficult for the fond parent to discern in 
tliem any faults at all. Independent editorial 
boards, on the other hand, do that sort of thing 
very well. 

If an independent chemical, or botanical, or 
zoological, or bacteriological, or agricultural 
journal refuses to publish a paper submitted 
from a station, the author and the director are 
bound to come to the conclusion, since no 
other is possible, that in some way or other tliis 
paper does not measure up to a standard which 
disinterested experts in the given field of 
knowledge regard as the irreducible minimum 
below which sound scientific work can not fall. 
On the other hand, if it is accepted the work 
receives the hallmark of standard character. 

There is one objection which has been raised 
to the publishing of a part or the whole of a 
station's scientific output in different journals 
which should receivo careful attention. This 
objection is that by this practise the station's 
work as a whole does not make the impression 
of large unity which it does if it is all pub- 
lished in one place, namely, the bulletins of the 
station itself. A somewhat vulgar expression 
of this same idea which one sometimes hears is 
that journal publication makes for the ag- 
grandizement of the author at the expense of 
the station. It has been a theory of station 
management in some quarters, though now 
the theory is conspicuous by its nearly com- 
plete absence, that the station as such should 
alone have visible existence and that the indi- 
viduals composing the staff (save possibly the 
director) should be publicly considered as 
invisible, undiscoverable nonentities, not at 
home. Journal publication has been considered 
subversive of this pleasant arrangement 

This theory seems to overlook certain facts 
of psychology, oommon sense and ethics. It 
appears entirely clear that the nearer the 
actual conditions in a station approach to the 
theory that the members of its staff are indi- 


vidual nonentities, the smaller is bound to be 
its measure of glory with its constituency and 
its peers, quite regardless of its mode of pub- 
lication. For, after all, a station ia its staff, 
at prmterea nihU, 

As a matter of fact, the mere existence of an 
official institution always suffices to gather to 
the institution a large part of the kudos which 
may attach to the accomplishments of its com- 
ponent individuals. Plenty of evidence of this, 
if evidence be needed, is seen in the very small 
infiuence an individual can exert except as a 
member of an organization or institution. 
And conversely, an institution never gains fame 
or infiuence, except through the ability and 
the achievements of its individual members. 
The New Paradise Experiment Station is a 
great station because it has on its staff Dr. J. 
Doe and Professor R. Roe, who are investi- 
gators of great originality and ability, and be- 
cause its director is a wise and far-sighted man. 

To come back to the first point, it ia very 
much to he doubted whether the scattering of 
the technical publications in journals in any 
degree detracts from the fame or influence of 
the station. On the contrary, it is probable 
that both of these things are considerably in- 
creased by this mode of publication. The 
journals are the standard channel for bring- 
ing new results to the attention of the scien- 
tific world. They unquestionably reach a much 
wider audience of scientific men than do the 
bulletins even under the most favorable cir- 
cumstances. 

So far we have spoken of scientific journals 
in general. Now lot us turn to one in partic- 
ular, which should interest every station 
worker in this country, the Journal of Agri- 
cultural Research, This journal became, al- 
most exactly one year ago, the official organ of 
this Association and the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture jointly. Experiment sta- 
tion papers are received and published on pre- 
cisely equal terms with department papers. 
One half of the members of the editorial board 
are station men. In the editing of the jour- 
nal the attempt is being made to set a stand- 
ard as to scientific content and literary form 
for the papers which shall be as high as the 
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highest maintained by independent scientific 
30 umals> whether in the field of pure or ap- 
plied science. The journal is being given an 
extremely comprehensive standard library cir- 
culation throughout the world. For the first 
time it provides a medium of publication, al- 
together worthy of tlie best American work in 
agricultural science. 

Will the stations support the Journal of 
Agricultural Eesearch by sending to it speci- 
mens of their best output? The past yearns 
experience indicates that the Journal meets a 
real need and will be supported by the stations. 
Papers have been published or accepted for 
publication from the following stations; Cali- 
fornia, Montana, Utah, Minnesota, Illinoie, 
Wisconsin. Michigan, Ohio, Tennessee, Ken- 
tucky, both New York stations, Pennsylvania 
(Institute for Animal Nutrition), New Jersey, 
North Carolina, Florida and Maine. Which is 
not a bad showing for the first year I 

Altogether it seems to the writer to be in- 
evitable, as the experiment stations take on 
more and more the character of research insti- 
tutions, and leave behind more and more that 
type of activity which was essential at the 
beginning, but is now being taken over by ex- 
tension departments, that there will be all the 
time an increasing proportion of the scientific 
output published in the standard established 
scientific journals. In this way only can it 
take the place which is its due in the world’s 
scientific literature. 

Kaymond Pearl 

TJfF NAVAL CON^VLTATION BOABD 

Thk hoard appointed by national scientific 
and engineering societies at the request of the 
secretary of the navy met in Washington on 
October I. Officers were elected as follows: 

Chairman, Thomas A. Edison, Orange, N. J. 

Firat V ice-chairman, Peter Cooper Hewitt, New 
York. 

Second Vice-chairman, William L. Saunders, 
Plainfleld, N. J. 

Secretary, Thomas Bobins, Stamford, Conn, 

AMistamt to Chairman, M. B. HutehioBon, 
Orange, N, J, 


The board approved a plan for the establish- 
ment of a research and experimental laboratory 
for the United States navy, regarding which 
a statement was made public as follows: 

J. The laboratory should be located on tide- 
water of sufficient depth to permit a dreadnought 
to come to the dock. (B) It should be near but 
not in a large city, so that Bupplies may be easily 
obtained and whero labor is obtainable. 

2. The laboratory should be of complete equip- 
ment, to enable working models to be made and 
tested to destruction. There should be: (.^) A 
pattern shop; (B) a brass foundry; (C) a cast 
iron and cast steel foundry; (Z?) machine shops 
for large and small work; (E) sheet metal shop; 
(F) forge shop for small and large work; (G) 
marine railway large enough to build experimental 
submarines of 1 ,500 tons ; (JT) woodworking shops ; 
(I) chemical laboratory; (J) physical laboratory; 
(K) optical grinding department, etc.; (L) 
motion picture developing and printing depart- 
ment; (M) complete drafting rooms; (N) elec- 
trical laboratory and wireless laboratory; (0) me- 
chanical laboratory and testing machines; (P) ex- 
plosives laboratory, removed from main labora- 
tory. 

3. The building should be of modern concrete 
construction, with metal sills and doors, wire glass 
windows, etc. Ample fire protection, 

4. A naval officer of rank should be in charge. 
He should be especially fitted. (B) Under him 
should be naval heads of broad experience in lab- 
oratory methods and science in general — practical 
as well as theoretical men. They should not go to 
sea. (C) Under them should be staffs of civilian 
experimenters, chemists, physicists, etc. (B) Bach 
sub-head should have his corps of assistants, and 
with shop facilities, without too much red tape. 
(E) There should be at least two, and possibly 
three, shifts of men. Time should be the essence 
of the place. 

5. Secrecy should be the governing factor. The 
place should be surrounded by a high fence and 
guard maintained at all hours. No victors al- 
lowed. 

6. Facilities should exist for enabling the in- 
ventor to assist in the development of the idea he 
has presented, provided he is a practical man. 

7. The investment for grounds, buildings and 
equipment should total approximately $5,000,000. 

8. The annual operating expenses to be between 
$2,500,000 and $3,000,000. 
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SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

The National Academy of Sciences will hold 
its autumn meeting at the American Museum 
of Natural History, New York City, on 
November 16, 16 and 17. 

Skction TI of the Pan-American Scientific 
Congress will discuss problems of international 
interest in astronomy and geodesy and in 
meteorology and seismology. The chairman of 
this section is Dr. Robert S. Woodward, presi- 
dent of the Carnegie Institution of Washing- 
ton. It is divided into two sub-sections : 
astronomy and geodesy, of which Dr. Wood- 
ward is the chairman ; and meteorology and 
seismology, of which Professor Charles Fred- 
erick Marvin, chief of the United States 
Weather Bureau, is chairman. Among the 
topics to be discussed are: (1) The desirability 
and feasibility of extending a gravimetric 
survey to cover the American continents. (2) 
Present condition, needs and prospects of 
meteorological and seismological work in each 
of the participating countries of the Scientific 
Congress. The report from each country 
should contain a list of all meteorological and 
seismological stations and other local informa- 
tion pertinent to this report in that country. 

Ten additional directors, to represent the 
important institutions interested in aeronaut- 
ics, have been added to the executive board of 
the American Society of Aeronautic Engi- 
neers. The appointments are as follows : U. S. 
Army: Captain A. S. Cowan, commanding 
S. C. A. S., and Captain V. E. Clark, chief 
aeronautical engineer, U. S. Army. U. S. 
Navy: Lieutenant Commander Henry 0. Mus- 
tin and 0. Holden Richardson, naval con- 
structor. Smithsonian Institution : Dr. Albert 
F. Zahm. Weather Bureau: Professor Wm. 
R. Blair, in charge of aerological investigation. 
Bureau of Standards: Dr. D. E. Buckingham. 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology: Lieu- 
tenant Jerome C. Hunsaker, U. S. N. Uni- 
versity of Michigan: Dr. Herbert 0. Sadler. 
Aero Club of America: Alan R. Hawley. 

Thbhe has been appointed a British govern- 
mental committee to oonsider and advise on 
questions of industrial fatigue, hours of labor, 


and other matters affecting the personal health 
and physical efi&oiency of workers in muni- 
tion factories and workshops. The committee 
is constituted as follows: Sir George Newman 
(chairman) ; Sir Thomas Barlow, G. Bell- 
house, Professor A. E. Boycott, J. R. dynes, 
E. L. CoUis, W. M. Fletcher, Leonard E. Hill, 
Samuel Osborn, Miss B. E, Squire and Mrs. 
H. J. Tennant. 

Dn. John D. Blake, Baltimore, has been 
appointed commissioner of health to succeed 
Dr. Nathan R. Gorter. Dr. Gorter has been 
appointed a member of the Maryland State 
Board of Health. 

Dr. Milton J. Rosenau has resigned as a 
member of the Public Health Council of Bos- 
ton and has been succeeded by John T* Wheel- 
right. 

Before the Geographic Society of Chicago 
on October 8, a lecture was given by Dr. Henry 
C. Cowles, of the University of Chicago, on 
"Romance and Reality from the Mississippi 
Bottom Lands.” 

At the stated meeting of the New York 
Academy of Medicine, on October 7, Dr, 
George W. Crile, of tlie Western Reserve Uni- 
versity, delivered the Wesley M. Oari)cnter 
lecture on " Kinetic Drive — Its Phenomena 
and Its Control.” 

A tablet was unveiled, on September 18, in 
Cheltenham College Chapel, and a life-size 
portrait by Mr. Hugh Riviere in the College 
Library, to the memory of Dr. E. A. Wilson, 
who perished with Captain Scott in the Ant- 
arctic. The late Dr. Wilson was educated at 
Cheltenham College. 

Susanna Phelps Gage, known for her work 
on comparative anatomy, has died at the age 
of fifty-eight years. Mrs. Gage received the 
degree of doctor of philosophy from Cornell 
University in 1880. She was the wife of Pro- 
fessor S, H. Gage. 

William Henry Hoar HimsoN, late fellow 
of St, John's College, Cambridge, and pro- 
fessor of mathematics at King's College, Lon- 
don, died on September 21, aged seventy-suc 
years. 
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PBOPBsaoH D, T. Gwtnne-Vauohan, pro- 
fessor of botany at University OoUegre, Read- 
ing, died, on September 4, at the age of forty- 
four years. 

J. U. T. QuENSEri, professor of pathologic 
anatomy and hygiene at the University of 
Upsala, has died at the age of seventy-five 
years. 

Dk. Theodor Albrecht, of the Potsdam 
Geodetic Institute, head of the International 
Bureau for Geodesy, has died at the age of 
soventy-two years. 

Amono those who have been killed while 
tending the wounded in the field are G. Hei- 
mann. of Berlin, one of the pioneers in eugen- 
ics, and Professor H. Piper, of the Institute 
for Physiology, Berlin. Dr. PipePs work was 
on the physiology of the senses. 

The American Academy of Arts and Sci- 
ences receives the sum of $3,000 under the 
will of William Watson, of which he was sec- 
retary. Mr. Watson^s scientific books and in- 
fltruments are to be divided among the acad- 
emy, Harvard University and the Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology, 

It is stated in Nature that at the sale by 
auction of the Ameabury Abbey estate on Sep- 
tember 21, the historic monument of Stone- 
henge was purchased for £6,600 by a local 
landowner, Mr. C. H. E. Chubb, of Bemerton 
Lodge, Salisbury. The estate came into the 
market in consequence of the deaths of Sir 
Edmund Antrol)us and of his only son, who 
was killed in action last October. As Stone- 
henge is under tlio protection of the ancient 
monuments act, no steps can be taken by the 
owner to alter or remove any parts of this re- 
markable relic of antiquity. 

The Botjinical Society of Pennsylvania held 
its twelfth annual scientific assmbly in Bo- 
tanical Hall on Saturday, October 2. The 
program included illustrated lectures by H. H, 
M. Bowman and Mr. W. R, Taylor, the former 
on “ Botanical Experiences Along the Keys of 
Southern Florida'^; the latter on “Summer 
Botanizing on Mount Desert.^' Dr. Joseph S. 
Hepburn explained hie “Experiments on the 


Digestive Action in the Pitcher Liquids of 
Nepenthes.” 

We learn from Nature that the members of 
the Siberian Expedition sent out sixteen 
months ago, at the joint expense of the Oxford 
University School of Anthropology and the 
University of Pennsylvania Museum, reached 
London last week. The leader, Miss M. A. 
Ozaplicka, is a native of Russian Poland, and 
has been a student of the Warsaw University 
and of Somerville College, Oxford. The expe- 
dition consisted of Mias Curtis, the artist, 
Miss Haviland, ornithologist, and Mr. Hull, of 
the University of Pennsylvania, ethnologist. 
They proceeded from Warsaw to Krasniack, 
in Siberia, and thence to the mouth of the 
Yenisei. The first tribe examined was that of 
the Sarnoyeds, and then the winter was spent 
among the Tungus of the Tundra, a very prim- 
itive race, little influenced by Russian culture. 
The spring was devoted to the Tartars, who are 
much more civilized than either the Sarnoyeds 
or the Tungus. Much information of scien- 
tific interest has been acquired, and a large 
collection of costumes, weapons, implements, 
and ornaments made of copper and iron has 
been made. These will, it is hoped, be ex- 
hibited later in Europe and America. 

The mid-year review of the copper situation 
by B. S. Butler, of the United States Geolog- 
ical Survey, records a general betterment in 
the six months’ period. At the beginning of 
the year 1916 most of the largo copper pro- 
ducing companies of the United States had 
for nearly five months been operating on a 
60 to 60 per cent, basis and probably none were 
producing at normal capacity. A considerable 
proportion of the smaller producers had shut 
down their plants, where this could be done 
without great loss. Developments and im- 
provements had been generally suspended. 
Copper was selling below 18 cents a pound 
and had been considerably lower. Wages had 
been reduced in meet of the camps and many 
men had been either laid of or were employed 
only part time. Soon after the first of the 
year, however, there was a notable improvw^ 
ment in the demand for and the price 
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has rather steadily advanced from below 18 
cents to about 20 cents a pound, the highest 
price reached since 1907. With the increase 
in demand, and the advance in price, there has 
been a corresponding steady increase in the 
production of the metal and at the present 
time moat of the larger producers have brought 
their output to normal, while many of the 
smaller producers have resumed operations. 
The output of copper has also probably nearly 
or quite reached the normal. Wages have been 
raised in the camps where reduction had taken 
place and the industry in general is in a 
highly prosperous condition. 

In hie last report to the Union government 
of South Africa, as we learn from Nature, the 
secretary for agriculture points out that the 
difficulty of procuring good men to fill the 
scientific and administrative posts in the de- 
partment, which has been commented on be- 
fore, continues. Men of moderate attainments 
are plentiful and easy to obtain, but good men 
are more in request than ever. It also appears 
as if men who are really worth having, and 
therefore usually in a position to choose, pre- 
fer to work in universities and other learned 
institutions which are independent or semi- 
independent of government control, or engage 
in business on their own account, rather than 
in government departments, as in the former 
they have more scope and freedom of action 
and have not to waste time by furnishing 
multitudes of returns and continually ex- 
plaining and demonstrating the necessity for 
their existence. Seeing that the value of the 
department to the coimtry depends in the first 
instance entirely upon the quality of its pro- 
fessional and administrative officers, this is a 
very serious matter. Efforts are being made 
to overcome the difficulty of obtaining profes- 
sional and technical officers by giving scholar- 
shiiw to likely young men to study at institu- 
tions abroad, at which they can get the beet 
training obtainable in their particular sub- 
jects. The course of study is usually a four 
years’ one, and a number of scholars have al- 
ready returned and been drafted into the de- 
partment. It is considered that this is one of 
the best methods of obtaining officers for the 


deportment, but it may not entirely suffice, 
and from time to time officers will have to be 
appointed from wherever they are obtainable, 
as at present. 

A BEPORT of the chief commonwealth rail- 
way engineer, gives some details of the prog- 
ress of construction of the east-to-weat trans- 
continental railway of Australia, according to 
an abstract in the Geographical Journal, It 
states that the western Australian division 
survey is complete, and the route has been 
permanently located to 280 miles. Thence to 
the border the permanent survey will proceed 
in advance of plate-laying. The South Aus- 
tralian survey is complete. It is estimated 
that the rails will be laid throughout before 
the end of next year, although the rate of 
progress will be reduced by the very heavy 
earthworks soon to be taken in hand in the 
South Australian section. During the three 
months preceding the date of the report 240* 
miles had been laid. The line is to be ballasted 
throughout, nnd arrangements had been made 
to select quarry sites and erect the necessary 
plant for rock-crushing. In view of the scanty 
water-supply on the route, reservoirs have to 
be provided at various points, and several are 
in course of construction. They include one 
at Karonia, W.A. (late Cardonia), with on 
approximate capacity of 7,000,000 gallons ; one 
at Bookloo, S.A. (6,000,000 gallons) ; and one 
each at Windabout and Eucla (5,000,000 gal- 
lons). Boring operations have been carried on 
in both divisions. 

Eadium deposits, the wearing away of the 
land by the sea, the make-uij of the upper 
part of the earth’s crust at various places, the 
development of mountain ranges, and the 
origin of dolomitic limestone are some of the 
subjects discussed in a volume recently pub- 
lished by the Geological Survey entitled 

Shorter Contributions to General Geology, 
1914.’^ In former years the announcement of 
incidental discoveries made by geologists in 
connection with the study of their main prob- 
lems has awaited the preparation of extended 
reports on those problems, but by a plan which 
has recently been put into operation by the 
UnitW States Geological Survey such minor 
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additions to the world's store of knowledge, 
even though unrelated, are now grouped to- 
gether in one volume and published as 
promptly as possible. Some of the conclusions 
in the volume which has just appeared are of 
interest to the general public; others will be 
appreciated only by those who have made a 
special study of geology. For example, the 
articles on the rock strata known to geologists 
as the “ Montana group describe the strata 
which make up that group and their variations 
from place to place and interpret the facts set 
forth, giving their significance as to the origin 
of the strata and the conditions under which 
they were formed. Most of the field evidence 
was obtained in examinations of public land 
for the purpose of determining its value as 
coal land. The direct results of such work, 
those which appeal to the man in the street, 
are the bringing into the United States treas- 
ury of some hundreds of thousands or millions 
of dollars. Indirectly a thorough knowledge of 
the strata makes the finding of coal and other 
valuable deposits easier, but the value of the 
work is not wholly expressible in dollars and 
cents, for in the realm of pure science the 
understanding of the make-up of the earth 
and its history in the past has a value entirely 
apart from what such knowledge may at pres- 
ent yield directly or indirectly in money. An 
article on pitchblende ores of Colorado in- 
cludes not only an account of those ores in 
that state but also a brief description of the 
principal European occurrences of pitchblende, 
one of the ores of radium. An article on 
erosion in Chesapeake Bay prophesies that cer- 
tain islands in the bay will be washed away 
by the waves within the next century and 
shows the places on the bottom of the bay to 
which the sand and soil of these islands is 
being carried by the waves and currents. 
Another article describes some lavas which 
have been thrust into cracks in the earth’s 
crust in the vicinity of Spanish Peake, Colo. 
Still another article shows that the echino- 
derms, a class of sea animals, secrete skeletons 
of one kind of material in cold water and of 
another kind in warm water, and that the 
origin of magnesian or dolomitic limestone 


which has long been a mystery, may be partly 
explained by the nature of these skeletons, 
myriads of which make up considerable parts 
of certain rocks. Several papers discuss the 
strata underlying the surface of the earth in 
various parts of the country and give data of 
use to the driller of deep wells. A copy of 
this report — Professional Paper 90 — may be 
obtained on application to the director. United 
States Geological Survey, Washington, D. C. 


UNIVSBSIT7 AND DDVCATIONAL NEWS 

Mr. Jacob IL Soiiiff, a member of the board 
of trustees of Barnard College and its first 
treasurer, has given $500,000 to the coUege for 
a woman’s building. It will include a library 
and additional lecture halls as well as a gym- 
nasium, a lunch room and rooms for students’ 
organizations. 

The University of California has received 
$100,000 from an anonymous donor to endow 
the ** Ur. C. W. and Mrs. Sarah E. Fox Memo- 
rial Beds” in the University of California 
Hospital, a part of the equipment of the Uni- 
versity of California Medical School. These 
beds are to be maintained in the new Univer- 
sity Hospital, now being erected in San Fran- 
cisco through the gift of $615,000 by various 
friends of the university. The superior court 
of San Francisco has just decided in favor of 
the university a suit for $145,000 brought by 
the regents against the heirs of John M. Keith, 
who had refused to pay the balance of $145,000 
due under a subscription made toward this new 
hospital by Mr, Keith, of which but $5,000 had 
been called for at the time of his death. 

The will of the late Anna Yamall creates 
a trust fund of $25,000, which is placed in the 
hands of the trustees of the University of 
Pennsylvania for the support of the botanic 
gardens of the Biological Hall at that institu- 
tion. The income from this trust is to be con- 
tinued for this purpose as long as the botanic 
garden is under the supervision of the head of 
the botanical department. 

Since the transfer of the department of geoh 
ogy and geography of the University of Chi- 
cago to the new Julius Bosenwald Hall, Walker 
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Museum has been undergoing the neoessary 
alterations so that it may now be used for 
museum purposes as was originally designed. 
The building is being thoroughly repaired, a 
modem lighting system is being installed, and 
much material of unique scientific value, which 
has never before been displayed through lack 
of space, is now being arranged for permanent 
exhibition. The director of the museum, 
which contains more than a million specimens, 
is Dr. T. 0. Chamberlin, head of the depart- 
ment of geology; and the associate directors 
are Frederick Starr in anthropology, Stuart 
W eller in invertebrate paleontology, and 
Samuel Wendell Willi ston in vertebrate pale- 
ontology. 

The University of Illinois is completing 
arrangements for the construction of a new 
genetics building. It will contain offices for 
Dr. J. A. Detlefson and Mr, Elmer Roberta 
and two laboratories — one for general genetics 
and the other for animal nutrition with class- 
room accommodations. When completed the 
building will be one story in height, 140 feet 
by 42 feet in width, and will cost approxi- 
mately $10,000. 

By the will of Mr. W. Jackson, engineer, of 
Aberdeen, funds are left, subject to his wife’s 
life interest, for the establishment of a chair 
of engineering in the University of Aberdeen. 

Professor Julius Stieglitz has been made 
chairman of the department of chemistry of 
the University of Chicago to succeed the late 
Professor John Ulric Neff. 

The Harvard corporation has made the fol- 
lowing appointments for the year opening 
September 27: Dr. John L* Morse, associate 
professor of pediatrics, has been made full pro- 
fessor; Dr. Frederick T. Lewis, assistant pro- 
fessor of embryology, has been appointed asso- 
ciate professor; Dr. John Warren, assistant 
professor of anatomy, has been made associate 
professor; Dr. John L. Bremer, assistant pro- 
fessor of histology, has been made associate 
professor; Dr. Francis W. Peabody has been 
appointed assistant professor of medicine and 


Dr. Herbert S. Langfeld, assistant professor 
of psychology. 

Appointments in the department of agron- 
omy at the Iowa State College for the year 
include: Ross L. Bancroft, M.Sc. (University 
of Wyoming and Jowa State College), assist- 
ant professor of soils; H. W. Johnson, M.Sc. 
(Iowa State College), instructor in soils and 
assistant in soil bacteriology; F, S. Wilkins, 
M.Sc. (University of South Dakota and Iowa 
State College), instructor in farm crops, and 
Roy Westley, B.Sc. (Iowa State College), in- 
structor in farm crops. 

Professor A. B. Plowman, Pk.D. (Har- 
vard), has taken up his work as head of the 
department of biology, in the Municipal Uni- 
versity of Akron, Ohio. 

Professor Willstaetter, member of the 
Kaiser Wilhelm Institute for Chemistry, has 
bc'en made professor of chemistry at the Uni- 
versity of Munich. 

D 18 CVSS 10 N Am comnsvom^Ncis 

potassium from the soil 

Bulletin 182 of the Illinois Experiment 
Station by Hopkins and Aumer, brings, under 
the above caption, the results and discussions 
of a three -year course of experimentation in 
the growing of crop plants in the “ insoluble 
residue” left after digestion, according to the 
“official method,” for ten hours in HCl of 
1.116 sp. g., of a “ normal ” soil from the 
Dlinois com belt, of good productiveness. The 
authors recall that in bulletin 123 of their 
station it had already been shown that this 
method of digestion extracted only 16 to 26 
per cent, of the total potassium present, as 
determined by the method of fusion. In the 
present series of tests it was clearly shown that 
red clover was able to take from the insoluble 
residue sufficient potassium to supply a normal 
crop, so long as nitrogen and phosphorus were 
adequately present; thus illustrating the futil- 
ity of the official method.” 

It seems proper now to recall to mind that in 
the early seventies, Loughridge at my sugges- 
tion made an elaborate investigation of the 
effects of the digestion of a normal ” soil with 
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acids of different strengths, and for different 
times. The resnlts of tliis investigation were 
published in 1873, in the American Journal of 
Science, and in the Proceedings of the Amer- 
ican Association for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence, having been read before that association. 
It was conclusively shown that there was a 
steady increase in the extraction of potassium 
for five days, remaining stationary afterwards, 
the amount extracted during the first twenty- 
four hours being about one half of the final 
figure, while phosphorus, lime and magnesia 
were fully extracted. 

Notwithstanding this demonstration, fully 
published in two standard publications, a num- 
ber of years later the “ Official Chemists,^' in a 
meeting at Washington, hastily adopted, 
against my protest, the arbitrary ten-hours 
digestion proposed by Kedzie, as the official 
method to be used in state and government 
work. 

It is no wonder that as a result of this irra- 
tional practise, chemical soil analysis became 
more and more discredited as a means of ascer- 
taining the quality and permanent productive- 
ness of soils. In cases where potassium was 
in abundant supply, it gave results correspond- 
ing to the field testa because of the complete 
extraction of phosphates, lime and magnesia 
during the ten hours’ digestion, On the other 
hand, where potassium was deficient, no definite 
relation between the analysis and practise could 
appear. 

But when Hopkins goes so far as to deter- 
mine the potassium content by the fusion 
method, thus decomposing all the resistant sili- 
cates, feldspar-sand, etc., os well as the easily 
decomposable zeolitic minerals, he goes far be- 
yond the limits within which any definite cor- 
relation between soil composition and vegeta- 
tive action is to be expected ; and whatever con- 
clusions are based upon such analyses are prac- 
tically groundless. Knowing as we do that 
the assimilation of inorganic substances from 
the soil by plants is mediated by acid solvents, 
whether derived from the air, from vegetable 
decay, from secretion by plant roots or bac- 
teria, it certainly is most rational to ascertain 
how far acid action can go in the soils under 


examination. TJUe limit, and no arbitrary 
rule of time, or ultimate analysis, must serve 
as the basis of judgment for practical compari- 
son of soil values, or producing oapeoity* 
Hopkins’s own experiments on the growth of 
plants in the undissolved residue from the 
official” analysis simply corroborate what 
had been abundantly shown by Loughridge’s 
work in 1878, but prove nothing against the 
practical value of soil analyses properly made. 
They do throw discredit upon the "official 
method,” so far as potassium is concerned. 

But soil chemists would feel additionally in- 
debted to Hopkins if he would undertake to 
supplement the somewhat gratuitous proof he 
has given of the inadequacy of the official 
method, by growing plants on the residue 
from a digestion carried to the limit of acid- 
solubility ; which in the case of the soil selected 
by Loughridge and myself we found to be five 
days for acid of the accepted sp. g. of 1.115. 
I have long desired to make this crucial test, 
but have not been able to find the time or means 
to do so. If an Illinois soil can thus be made 
to yield to any plant a practically important 
amount of potassium, it will be very desirable 
to know it and thus put an end to farther 
controversy in the matter; while rendering an 
important service to soil investigation and 
plant physiology. 

E. W. Hilqaed 

Univicrsitv or Califoknia, 

September 10, 1916 

ELEMENTAny MBOHANIOfl 

To THE Editor of Scienob : There have ap- 
peared in your pages recently a number of con- 
tributions by various authors to the discussion 
of the dynamical equation ma = / or some of 
its possible variants. It seems as though it 
would be necessary, for a complete discussion 
of the relative merits of the different ways of 
introducing a student to the dynamical equa- 
tion cited, to enter at least briefly upon the 
matter of the student’s previous training in 
mechanics. We are all aware that it is at pres- 
ent somewhat stylish to begin the study of me- 
chanics with kinetics and to treat statics as 
a special case in which the aooelerations are 
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zero, and impact as a special case in which 
large forces act through small periods of time. 
This, however, is a distinctly recent move- 
ment. The older method of procedure was to 
Btudy, iirat, statics and problems in impact and 
thereupon to proceed to kinetics. The reason for 
this order was probably not wholly logical but 
largely pedagogic or historical. A student who 
has a small knowledge of trigonometry is quite 
fitted, mathematically, to study both statics 
and problems in impact; whereas, to obtain 
valuable training in kinetics a knowledge of 
the differential and integral calculus, include 
ing the simpler differential equations, is nec- 
essary. Moreover, as a matter of history, 
statics and impact precedes, I believe, kinet- 
ics. Let us suppose that the student has fol- 
lowed this historic and pedagogical order. In 
his statics he will have learned to deal with 
forces; these forces may be measured in any 
units that are convenient, provided only that 
all the forces are measured in the same units 
in the same equation; for the equations of 
statics are homogeneous in the forces. (I, of 
course, am speaking only of elementary statics, 
not of the theory of virtual velocities or of po- 
tential energy.) In studying impact the fun- 
damental conception is that of momentum. 
The student learns that momentum is the 
product of mass by velocity; that momentum 
is resoluble as are forces; and that in impact 
the momentum of a system is conserved. He 
is then in a position to solve problems in in- 
elastic impact of particles and, with an addi- 
tional simple law concerning relative veloci- 
ties, he can proceed to elastic impact. In the 
problems in impact the units of mass may also 
be anything, provided, again, that they are the 
same for all masses; for here again the equa- 
tions are homogeneous in the masses. 

When, now, such a student comes to kinet- 
ics he is able at once to proceed to Newton’s 
second law, namely, that the rate of change of 
momentum is equal to the force. Here, how- 
ever, we have an equation which is no longer 
homogeneous either in the mass or in the 
force, and it is evident, or can be made so to 
any student, that he can not use arbitrary units 
of mass and force, but that the two units must 


be in acme way correlated. Indeed we should 
state the second law in tba Newtonian form: 
The rate of change of momentum is propor- 
tional to, or varies as, the force. We then 
write 

—(mr) =*/. 

The constant jfc, like any factor of proportion- 
ality, is determined by substituting the known 
values for some special case. We naturally select 
the simplest; that is, a mass falling under its 
own weight. If now we measure mass in pounds, 
as we (probably) did in the theory of impact, 
and force likewise in pounds, as we (likely) did 
in statics, we find that the mass of weight W 
lias, under the force of weight W, an accelera- 
tion g; hence 

•^(Wv) =Wg^kW 

at 

or k:=g. We therefore have the fundamental 
equation of kinetics in the form 

If we desire to use some other system of units 
for mass and force we should likewise have to 
determine a constant h. 

It is, of course, true that a weight is not a 
definite constant thing from place to place, but 
I should not think of calling the student’s at- 
tention very vigorously to this difficulty at 
this stage, particularly as it again is no diffi- 
culty at all, provided mass and force are both 
measured in weights at the same place. Nor 
do we need to mention that the equation which 
involves the momentum is one which can still 
be regarded as valid when the student reaches 
the theory of relativity and modern electro- 
dynamics whereas the equation wa = / or any 
equation involving accelerations leads to the 
ridiculously needless concepts of transverse 
and longitudinal (and an infinity of oblique) 
masses. 

It has always seemed to me that the historic 
and pedagogical method of procedure was still 
the best, notwithstanding the above mentioned 
and modern style. It is quite true that from 
a logical point of view things proceed more 
simply when we start with kinetics; but logic 
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is a very poor substitute for common sense, 
and it is probably logic more than anything 
else that makes trouble with our pedagogy in 
mathematics and, even more, in mechanics and 
physics — ^perhaps one would hardly try to be 
logical in theoretical chemistry. Or let us put 
it another way. There are various kinds of 
logic; one kind the mathematician’s, which to 
a certain extent is adopted by others ; the other 
kind of logic being the logic of everybody elsei 
a biologist probably has a logic very different 
from that of the mathematician and very much 
more useful to him. 

From the pedagogical standpoint strict logic, 
with its beauties (which the student always 
misses) is -the most illogical thing there is. 
The important thing for the student and his 
teacher is to keep as close to every-day life as 
possible, and any student knows what a weight 
of 4 pounds is, so that he can proceed to stat- 
ics. Moreover, he finds no difficulty in meas- 
uring the mass or quantity of matter” by 
weighing it, so that again he can proceed to 
problems in impact. The philosophy of mass 
or force will appeal to him much more after 
he knows something about mechanics. Our 
first problem is to get the student into a posi- 
tion where he can solve such simple problems 
in mechanics as he sees in the actual world on 
every side about him, and a certain amount of 
ignorance, wliich would be very lamentable on 
the part of myself and your other contributors, 
is highly praiseworthy in the student. 

Edwin Bidwell Wilson 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

THK END IS NOT YET I 

Mit, Gerald H. Thayer in a communication 
to Science for September 3, 1915, claims to 
have disposed of Cory’s Shearwater, 
horealis, by establishing it as a synonym of 
P. Icuhlu He finds this identity first claimed 
by Saunders and later, finding that Godman in 
his "Monograph of the Petrels” takes the 
same view of the relationship of the two birds, 
he considers the matter settled for all time, 
adding; "It would seem unnecessary, not to 
say presumptuous, for us to question this 
determination, or wait to make further com- 
parison of specimens.” Ornithology would be 


in a sad state if we accepted all statementa 
without attempting verification, and fortu- 
nately others have not regarded further inves- 
tigation in this instance as "unnecessary” or 
" presumptuous.” 

Had Mr. Thayer looked into the matter a 
little more fully he would have found that in 
the This for July, 1914, Mr. D. A, Bannerman 
questions the correctness of Saunders’s and 
Godmau’s treatment of PuffinuB horealia and 
later^ he affirms its distinctness. Furthermore, 
Mr. Bannerman was, quite naturally, struck 
by the fact that the type of Gould’s jlaviroBiriB 
came from the " Cape Seas ” while the bird to 
which the name was applied by Hartert was 
a native of the Azores and other east Atlantic 
islands. Mr. Thayer passed this matter over 
without investigation, but Mr. Bannerman 
upon comparing topotypes of fiavirostris with 
the Azores bird found that they represented two 
difFerent forma and named the latter foriu- 
natuB. Now the interesting point in all this 
is that should the bird from our north Atlantic 
coast be regarded as identical with the Azores 
form the name Puffinus borealis Cory is the 
oldest name for it and must be used; while if 
they are regarded as distinct, then the Amer- 
ican bird will still be known by Cory’s name. 
In either case we shall retain Cory’s Shear- 
water on our list I 

Mr. Bannerman regards all these shear- 
waters as subspecies of P. huhli, but this does 
not affect the distinctness of the forms, as the 
difference between a species and subspecies is 
not one of degree of difference, but of the 
presence or absence of intergradation along the 
line separating their ranges. It must in many 
cases be largely a matter of opinion, which 
rank a given form should take. Hasty action 
like that of Mr. Thayer’s, without the exami- 
nation of adequate material, is responsible for 
much of the shifting of names back and forth 
which has become such an abomination in 
modern systematic zoology. 

WiTMEB Stoke 

Academy or Natural Soibkoxs, 

Philadelphia, Pa., 

Beptexaber 4, 1915 

1 Bun. BHt OmiiK €W>, May 26, 1935, 
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THR “ PAN-AMERICAN SOIENTIHO CONGRESS” 

To THE Editor of Science : You will pardon 
me if I desire to draw your kind attention to 
the term “ Pan-American Scientific Congress ” 
as applied to the congress which, according to 
the last issue (No. 1,083) of Science, is to meet 
in the city of Washington next December, 
Scientific bodies are generally understood to 
represent bodies dealing with science or exact 
knowledge. Now, inasmuch as geography is a 
science, and geographical science teaches us 
that the continent of America includes lands 
from the northernmost tracts of British Amer- 
ica to the southernmost areas of Patagonia, the 
term “ Pan-American ” can not be properly 
applied to any scientific congress, body or 
society which does not include all the countries 
and lands of the continent of America, 

H. A. 

SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

Handbook of Medical Entomology. By Wm. 

A. Eilry and O. a. Johannbkn. Ithaca, 

N. Y., Comstock Publishing Company, 1915. 

Pages 1 to 348. Figures 1 to 174. 

The writing of a book on a subject to which 
so many important contributions are being 
made as to medical entomology is not an 
easy undertaking. The author is likely to 
find, when he lays down his pen at the end 
of a chapter, that an article has appeared 
which makes it necessary for him to revise his 
statements in many imi>ortant particulars. 
The writers of this book are both successful 
teachers and the experience they have had in 
the class room has been brought into play in 
the manner of presentation of the subject. As 
a matter of fact six years of teaching medical 
entomology is undoubtedly the best possible 
preparation for the writing of sucli a volume. 
Oonseqaently it is not surprising, at least to 
those who are familiar with the work of Brs. 
Biley and Johannsen, that their Hand- 
book” is a very obar and logical treatment 
of the subject with which it deals. 

The division of the subject into topics 
treated in separate chapters is most com- 
mendable. The directly poisonous species, 
the accidental parasites, the simple carriers of 


disease, the direct inoculators of disease 
germs, the essential hosts of pathogenic organ- 
isms, and other groups are thus treated. The 
method is undoubtedly more satisfactory from 
the standpoint of the student than the one fol- 
lowed in many works on the same subject 
which divide the matter on the basis of the dis- 
eases transmitted. Of course it is important 
to consider the latter phase of the subject and 
this is done in the series of chapters following 
those dealing with the different classes of in- 
sect transmission of diseases. 

The judgment of the authors has been exer- 
cised in the discussion of such diseases as 
poliomyelitis, pellagra, verruga, and others in 
which insect intervention in any important 
way has not been fully established. Thus they 
pursue a conservative course and one which 
must be beyond criticism by those who are 
inclined to minimize the importance of insect 
transmission of diseases. 

The last part of the work includes taxonomic 
tables dealing with ticks, flies, bugs and other 
insects which are concerned in the transmis- 
sion of diseases. This is an essential part of 
the book and will serve as a basis for the work 
of students for many years. 

That the book is up to date is shown by the 
fact that though the preface is dated January, 
1916, it includes, as an appendix, an important 
article by Stokes which appeared in a medical 
journal for the month of December, 1014. 

The bibliography will be found most useful, 
altliough some important works, like Howard’s 
book on the house fly, and a number of articles 
to which references are made in the early text, 
are not included. 

Recently the center of interest in medical 
entomology has been England, and the fact 
that the work of Smith and Kilboume on 
splenetic fever in this country, of the Amer- 
ican Army Commission which investigated 
yellow fever in Cuba, and of Ricketts on spot- 
ted fever, helped to lay the foundation of our 
knowledge has to some extent at least been 
overlooked. The “ Handbook ” places the rela- 
tive contribution of different agencies in a 
clear light but its most important function 
win undoubtedly be to stimulate interest in 
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further investigations and to supply a reliable 
and much needed aid W, H. Huntbb 
17. 8. Defabtment or Agbioultubb 

AhweihrfermBnte. Daa Aufireien hlutfremder 
Substrate und Fermente tm iierischen 
Organismus unter experimentellen, physio- 
logischen und pathologiscken Bedingungen, 
Von Emil Abdebhalden. Fourth, consider- 
ably enlarged edition. Published by Julius 
Springer, Berlin, 1914. Pp. xxiv-f-404; 
with 55 text-figures and four plates. 

In the fourth edition of this book, which 
first appeared about two years ago as a modest 
pamphlet, especial stress haa been laid upon the 
necessary technique for demonstrating the spe- 
cific ferments which form according to Abder- 
halden when any body-alien, tissue-alien or 
blood-alien proteid, carbohydrate or fat is 
brought into intimate contact with the tissues 
of an animal organism.^ Numerous drawings 
accompany the text and detailed instructions 
are given for the various preparations and 
manipulations which must always be carried 
out with rigid aseptic precautions and with 
adequate controls. Sources of error are ex- 
haustively treated and indeed are go numerous 
that perhaps any failure could be explained 
by some slip in technique. This technical part 
occupies one half of the book, the other half 
being devoted to an exposition of the theory 
and its numerous stimulating corollaries. 

It is unfortunate that the method has not 
been simplified, for its difficulty is probably 
the main cause of the disagreement which still 
exists among competent investigators about the 
availability of Abderhalden^a methods in the 
serodi agnosia of organic functions. 

The widespread attention which Abder- 
halden’s important work has aroused is well 
shown by the appended bibliography, which, 
though incomplete, numbers more than 300 
titles. 

The book is written with expository skill and 
with charm, and will be read with interest and 
profit even by those who are in scientific dis- 
agreement with its teachings, John Auer 
Bocketeluge XNSmUTX 
1 See the review of the, second edition, Bounce, 
3913, N. S., XXXVni., No. 988, p. 820. 


Sun Lore of All Ages, By William Ttleb 
Oloott. Q. P. Putnam’s Sons. 1914, Pp. 
xiii r\~ 346. Illustrated, 

The setting of the dimmed sun in the west 
at night and its rising, refreshed and glowing, 
in the east on the following morning, pre- 
sented a mystery to the early peoples of the 
world : to the dwellers in ancient Egypt, to the 
Incas of Peru, and to the Indiana of our west- 
ern plains. This mystery has been solved in 
many ways and has given rise to numberless 
legends, traditions and superstitions. These 
traditions Mr. Olcott has traced, the legends 
and superstitions he has collected and com- 
pared, and has formed the whole into a very 
readable and attractive book. The work, 
which is a worthy successor to the author’s 
" Star Lore of All Ages ” ; is well printed, 
beautifully illustrated, and forms an attrac- 
tive addition to any library, 

CiiAS. Lane Poor 

EEMOGLOBINOPEILIC BACTBBIA 
The hemophilic or more properly hemo- 
globmophilic bacteria comprise a rather largo 
group of bacilli which grow only in an artificial 
medium containing hemoglobin. This group 
does not include the many bacteria that, while 
growing better in media containing blood or 
blood serum, will also grow in media not con- 
taining hemoglobin. Its representative organ- 
ism and by far its most important member is 
the influenza bacillus (B. infiuenzm) which 
was discovered by Pfeifier (hence commonly 
called Pfeiffer’s bacillus) in the respiratory 
tract of patients afflicted with influenza dur- 
ing the great pandemic in 1889-90. Not only 
did he discover and isolate this organism at 
that time but he definitely proved its hemoglo- 
binophilic character a property of bacteria 
hitherto unknown. 

In his classical paper^ in which he reported 
these researches he also described other organ- 
isms differing in certain respects from the true 
influenza bacilli, but similar in being hemo- 
globinophilio. These he called pseudoinfluenza 
bacilli. Since then these pseudo forms, whieh 
1 ZeU. /. Hygiene, 3893, 13, p. 867. 
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have also come to be referred to ae influeiuEa* 
like bacilli, have been found especially in the 
upper respiratory tract in a great variety of 
diseases. They are frequently met with, for 
example, in measles, whooping cough, bron- 
chitis, diphtheria, chickenpox, pulmonary 
tuberculosis, bronchiectasis, pneumonia, and 
occasionally, as the writer has shown, in appar- 
ently normal throats. These bacilli are all 
very similar, indeed, practically identical, and 
more recent work seems to indicate that they 
are also probably identical with the true influ- 
enza bacillus differing from it only xmrhaps in 
respect to virulence. 

Bacilli of this group vary greatly in this 
respect. As an illustration may be cited the 
organisms of this type which not uncommonly 
cause acute meningitis in children. They are 
found in immense numbers and often in pure 
culture in tlie spinal fluid and in the meninges 
of such patients. They seem to be identical 
with the true influenza bacilli, having, however, 
a much higher degree of virulence for animals. 
In rabbits, for example, after inoculation they 
may produce death by true septicemia, a result 
usually not possible to obtain with ordinary 
doses of Pfeiffer's bacillus.® 

A further point of interest in connection 
with all the above bacilli is the fact that when 
grown on media in the presence of other bac- 
teria, for example, streptococci, staphylococci, 
etc., they multiply more rapidly, their colonies 
are larger and their virulence for animals is 
increased. In other words, they clearly show, 
to a marked degree, the property of symbiosis* 

Several other varieties of hemophilic bacilli 
differing in certain respects and especially in 
relation to symbiosis have been described by a 
number of observers. Friedberger* found in 
the preputial secretion of dogs such an organ- 
ism, a very minute, gram negative, non-sym- 
biotio, non-pathogenic bacillus. Several years 
ago the writer^ described a somewhat similar 
bacillus isolated from the pathological urine^ 
in three patients in which there was evidence 

sOobea, Ann, de Vln$t 1909, XXIII., 

273. 

» Ceivt, /. 1., 198, Orig. 83, p. iOl. 

4 Jour, of InfeoHo>u$ IHsoaoef, 1910, 7, 599. 


that it had a causal relationship to the infec- 
tious process, and since then 0. Koch® has de- 
scribed an identical bacillus which he believes 
to have been the causal organism in a number 
of oases of puerperal infection. 

Becently the writer obtained a bacillus 
from a large abscess of the shoulder joint in 
an infant a few months old. Not only cul- 
tures of pus from the abscess obtained by as- 
piration, but also cultures of blood obtained 
from the median basilic vein gave a pure 
growth of the minute bacillus which was 
strictly hemoglobinophilic and which re- 
sembled closely the influenza bacillus in all re- 
spects except in its symbiotic property. The 
same bacillus was grown from the bronchial 
secretion and it was probably from this source 
that the organism first entered the circulation 
and later localized in tho shoulder joint. 

In the literature there are a few other iso- 
lated instances where bacteria of this general 
type have been encountered. 

These bacilli are interesting in that they are 
pure parasites, for the very evident reason that 
only in animals can they And the hemoglobin 
which, so far as we know, is absolutely neces- 
sary for their existence. And since they are 
not spore formers and are all very delicate 
organisms, their length of life outside the ani- 
mal body is very short, probably a few days at 
the most. 

The rather remarkable and extreme adapta- 
tion which they have undergone in relation to 
hemoglobin is also an interesting and im- 
portant biological phenomenon. While hemo- 
globin seems indispensable for their growth 
certain closely related respiratory pigments, 
for example, hemocyanin and hemerythrin, 
which occur in the blood of some of the lower 
animals and appear to have a function similar 
to hemoglobin in the higher forms, can not bs 
utilized.’ 

The exact rflle which hemoglobin plays in 
their metabolism is not known. They seem to 
be able to use this substance about equally 

/. Q^hurish, u, Oyndhol, 1912, LXIX,, 

• 34 . 

• Davis, /. Inf, Dt#., 1907, 4, 78. 



534 


SCIENCE 


[N. 9. Vou XLU, No. 1085 


Wjell from nearly all the higher forms of ani- 
mal life, though the hemoglobin from the 
pigeon as a rule gives a somewhat more abun- 
dant growth. It is doubtful whether the 
hemoglobin is necessary on account of its 
nutritive^ properties, because extremely minute 
quantities in media auflSce for growth. The 
phenomenon may be, therefore, a catalytic 
one ; but further study along this line ii 
needed to prove this point. 

There are other points concerning these bac- 
teria which need further investigation, for 
example, tlie phenomenon of symbiosis above 
referred to. In this regard many bacteria oc- 
curring in the lower animals should be studied 
and we should also study and record more 
thoroughly than has been done, the properties 
of the n on-pathogenic bacteria in this respect. 

This group of organisms it seems to me 
has not received as much attention as it de- 
serves by bacteriologists in general. To illus- 
strate this, I might coll attention to the fact 
that in the very excellent and serviceable de- 
scriptive chart for bacteria prepared by the 
Committee on Methods of Identification of 
Bacterial Species and endorsed by the Society 
of American Bacteriologists no provision has 
been made for recording the properties which 
bacteria manifest toward blood. This not 
only applies to the group of hemophilic bac- 
teria but also to many bacteria which have 
the property of hemolyzing blood and there- 
fore commonly called hemolytic bacteria. 
Hemolysis is an important characteristic of 
certain bacteria, for example, streptococci, 
cholera vibrios, etc., and being fairly constant 
and quite readily determined by several 
methods it has come to be of real practical 
value in the identification and differentiation 
of organisms. David John Davis 

IjNivKKSiTT or Illinois 

SFJSCIAL ARTICLES 

ARTIFIOUL DAYLIGHT FOR THK M10R0800PB 

An examination of the laboratories for stu- 
dents, investigators and private workers with 
the microscope in our country will show that 
a very large number can not employ daylight, 
but must depend on artificial liglit, although 


increasingly in biology and pathology stains of 
all shades and combinations are used to color 
the objects studied to bring out their structural 
details. 

As daylight is the form of light for which 
the human eye was developed in the course of 
its evolution, and as it is the only Hght which 
gives to the eye the true color values of the 
objects in nature, and the multitudes of arti- 
ficially colored objects in the industries, arts 
and sciences, naturally many efforts have been 
made to render artificial light more like day- 
light. 

The accompanying diagram shows very stri- 
kingly the difference between daylight and the 
light from a nitrogen -filled tungsten lamp. 
The lamp-light is relatively too strong in all 
the colors beyond the violet, and the difference 
becomes very great in the green and the red. 
In the other artificial lights commonly used, 
except the arc, the difference from sunlight is 
even greater. 

As can be readily seen, in order to render 
any artificial light like daylight, the values of 
the various colors of the spectrum must be like 
those of daylight; and this can be attained 
only by reducing the excess of the red, green 
and other colors in the spectrum of the arti- 
ficial light in such proportion as to make the 
energy curve of its spectrum like that of the 
sun. 

Until very recently all the efforts to make a 
light filter or screen for artificial light which 
would transmit light having daylight qualities 
by which colors could be detected and dis- 
criminated with the same certainty as in day- 
light, were unsuccessful. 

During the last two years Dr. Henry Phelps 
Gage, working in the laboratories of the Com- 
ing Glass-works, with the facilities there 
found, has developed a gloss filter which 
renders the light from a nitrogen-filled tung- 
sten lamp almost exactly like daylight. 

In liis own words : 

The investigation was started with the idea that 
a very close approximation to the theoretical re- 
quirements would be necessary, and the results 
have justified the belief that the most perfect ap- 
proximations are the best. 
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BlAGaAM SHOWING THE DISTRIBUTION OF ENKEOY 

IN THE Visible Spectrum or Sunlight and of 
THE Light from a Nitrogen-pilled Tungsten 
Lamp; also of the lamp-light filtered through co- 
balt glass and through the daylight glass 
(G.372 CD). 

The accompanying diagram allows the dis* 
tribution of energy in the spectrum of sunlight 
and of the nitrogen-filled tungsten lamp; it 
also gives ‘the curve of the light from the 
nitrogen-filled tungsten lamp filtered through 
cobalt glass and through the daylight glass, 
172 CD. 

The curve for the light filtered through the 
daylight glass approximatos very closely to 
that iot sunlight, especially between wave- 
lengths .46/4, and »65 /l that is, in the region of 
the visible spectrum giving the greatest amount 
of useful light. 


While light filtered through the proper thick- 
ness of cobalt glass may look white to the eye, 
it gives even more imperfect color values than 
the unfiltered artificial light. This is intelli- 
gible from the violent irregularities of the 
curve of the light through cobalt glass, and 
especially the enormous excess in the red as 
shown in the diagram. 

Light filtered through the daylight glass has 
been very critically tested in my laboratory 
with microscopic objects stained with many 
different dyes, and some of them with several 
dyes on the same specimen to differentiate the 
various structural details in the same organ. 
To make sure that the microscope modified in 
no way the color values, apochromatio objec- 
tives and compensation oculars were used as 
well as the achromatic objectives and Huy- 
genian oculars. 

The teats were made in the daytime by a 
window 80 that it was possible to turn the 
mirror from the artificial daylight to true day- 
light instantly and to determine any difference 
in appearance, if such difference existed. It 
was impossible to detect any difference in the 
colors, although tests were made with the most 
varied specimens and with a fuD range of ob- 
jectives, including the 1.6 mm. oil immersion. 

Not wholly trusting ray own judgment, I 
secured that of colleagues in histology and 
embryology and raicrochemistry from our own 
and five other institutions, and their judgment 
entirely confirms my own. 

In practise it was found desirable to have 
the daylight glass finished with the ground or 
velvet surface on one or both sides, and to 
place it in tho opening of an opaque screen be- 
tween the artificial light and tke microscope. 
With this arrangement of the light, the effect 
is like that from a white cloud. 

As stated above, this glass filter was designed 
to give daylight qualities to the light from a 
nitrogen-filled tungsten lamp, and gives the 
most perfect and satisfactory illumination for 
the microscope with this lamp. To thoroughly 
test the glass, the other light sources used in 
microscopic work were also tried; viz., the 
vacuum tungsten, and the carbon-filament 
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lamps, illuminating gas with welsbach mantle, 
acetylene and finally the fiat-wick kerosene 
fiame. None of these other sources gare ex- 
actly the same color values as daylight. How- 
ever, the approximation to daylight was sur- 
prisingly good, and the worst one, t. e., the 
kerosene fiame, gave better color values than 
the beat artificial light without the color 
screen. The original intensity of the carbon- 
filament lamp and the kerosene fiame is not 
great enough to give the best results with the 
daylight glass. This is because much of the 
artificial light must be absorbed to render it 
like daylight. 

To the writer it seems that this glass must 
be a great boon to all those who must use the 
microscope with artificial light. As the light 
is soft like that from a white cloud, the com- 
fort to the eye is most gratifying; and of al- 
most equal importance, it gives certainty in 
distinguishing the most delicate colors and the 
various combinations of colors. It seems, fur- 
thermore, to promise great help in the textile 
and dye industries, in chemistry and in medi- 
cine, as it ofiers a standard daylight without 
the changes of real daylight depending on 
whether the sun is shining or whether the 
light is from the blue sky or from a cloudy 
sky. And fihally it is believed from the ex- 
periences of the writer, that it will furnish 
great relief to those with sensitive eyes who 
must work by lamp-light, as it renders the 
light soft and agreeable like the most favorable 
daylight, 

SiMOK H. Gaoe 

Labohatort or Histology and EMBavoLOOY, 

OoaNELL Univeesity 

A NEW ALFALFA LEAF-SPOT IN AMERICA 

While passing an alfalfa field in the vicin- 
ity of Manhattan, Kans,, in October, 1914, the 
writer’s attention was attracted by the irreg- 
ular stand, which was noticeable from the 
road. Since light frosts were rather frequent 
at th© time of year, the condition of the 
alfalfa was at first thought to be due to these, 
but closer examiniitioii indicated that these 
could not be the cause. Careful investigation 
showed that a leaf -spot was prevalent on many 


of the plants, and that it was strikingly dif- 
ferent from anything with which the writer 
was familiar. 

The plants affected were not producing a 
normal amount of foliage, the steins being 
sparsely set with spotted leaves, which were 
affected with a singular leaf-spot. The dis- 
eased plants thus presented an unthrifty ap- 
pearance, and were also somewhat smaller than 
normal plants. 

Since this was discovered on the last crop 
of the season, there was a question in the 
writer’s mind whether it would be confined 
mainly to the latter part of the alfalfa season, 
or would make its appearance on the earlier 
crops. In the present season a close watch was 
kept on the first crop. The disease was again 
located in the aforementioned field on April 
17, 1915, and further investigations have shown 
it in a number of fields belonging to the agri- 
cultural college. Furthermore, specimens have 
been collected in different localities within 
this state and other states. It has likewise ap- 
Iieared to a greater or less extent in the second 
and third crops in Kansas. 

The material collected last fall was studied 
in the laboratory this winter, and cultural and 
inoculation experiments are now under way. 
There is no question as to its pathogenicity. 
The fungus is an ascomycete, the perfect stage 
(perithecia) being found in the mature spots. 
It belongs to th© genus PleosphcmiUna. The 
writer has been unable to locate any literature 
pertaining to its occurrence in America. The 
species has not been definitely determined. 
An alfalfa leaf-spot due to Phosphmrtdina 
Briosiana Pollacci has been reported by Pol- 
laoci,^ Bubak® and Puttmans,* in Italy, Aus- 
tria and Brazil, respectively. There is some 
doubt, however, whether the species Wth which 
the writer is working is Briosiana Pollacci, 

x*'8pora una nuova malatta deil erba mediea/’ 
Aiti del Instituto BotanioOf delV Universita di 
Pavia, Nuova Seri©, Vol. 11., Sorie 1901. 

a * ' Eine neue Krazdeheit der Lusame i& Oster* 
rcioh,'* Wiener LandwirtschaitUehe Zeltung, Nov. 
20, 1900, Nr. 93, a. 909. 

s^'Diseasee of Cultivated Plants,^' Bsoista 
Agriaola Boo PmUo, Noe. n4-.l25, pp, 379-881, 
1905. 
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Bince Bubak,^ in hU description of this alfalfa 
leaf-spot, fltates that a peritheoium does not 
contain more than three or four asci; while, 
in the material at hand, the number varies 
from 8 to 14. Furthermore, the aacospore and 
ascus measurements do not agree entirely with 
those given by Pollacci,^ or Bubak. Pollacoi 
first reported and named the fungus in Italy. 
He does not give the number of asci in a 
perithecium, and his ascospore and ascus meas- 
urements do not agree with those by Bubak, 
although the latter regards the species as the 
same. Puttmans® describes a variety, naming 
it Pleosphwrulina Briosiana Pollacci var. Braai- 
liensia Puttmans nov. f. Ho regards it as 
different from PleosphwruUna Brioaiana Pol- 
laoci, in that the ascus and aacospore measure- 
ments are larger. Among the seven species 
under the genus PleosphcsruLina, described by 
Saocardo,* including Brioaiana, nothing fur- 
ther is elucidated. 

A description of this alfalfa leaf-spot as it 
occurs in Kansas is as follows: The spots are 
scattered irregularly over the entire leaf sur- 
face, frequently causing spots along the mar- 
gins. These spots are generally circular or 
elliptical, from 1 to 6 mm. in diameter. Dur- 
ing the earliest perceptible stages, the spots 
appear as very small, dark-reddish-brown spots. 
These soon increase in size, a dark-brown mar- 
gin bounding the ashen^gray center of the 
spot. The centers of these spots may vary from 
a light tan color to ashen-gray. This tissue 
does not fall out, but remains intact. The 
spots are confined almost exclusively to the 
leaves, but the fungus does attack the petioles. 
The perithecia are visible to the unaided eye 
if they are mature, appearing as very small 
black dots. They occur rather sparingly, ir- 
regularly and promiscuously scattered within 
the centers of the spots. They are more or less 
membranous, partially immersed, erumpent, 
globular to oblong, slightly pyriform, glabrous, 
dork brown to black, lOO-lSO^ in diameter. 
The asci are ovoid in shape, varying from 8 
to 12 in number, and measuring 68-76^ long, 
and 88-42/i wide. There are no paraphysea, 

^^yUoge Fungorum., Vol. XI., XIV., XVI. 
and XVII. 


which fact distinguishes this fungus from the 
genus Catharinia, The asci are supplied with 
a pedicel ^t the base, with which they are at- 
tached to the wall of the perithecium. Each 
ascus is provided with a peculiar tongue-like 
projection at the apex, this being a striking 
characteristic. This does not appear to be de- 
scribed or mentioned, so far as the writer has 
been able to find, in PoUacoi’s description of 
this fungus. The ascopores measure 12-14ju 
wide, and 80-82^ long. They are generally 
arranged so that 5 ascospores are located at 
the base and larger end of the ascus, and 3 in 
the upper or narrower part. The spores are 
multicellular, oblong, fusiform, conspicuously 
granular, and greenish-hyaline, and having 
from 8 to 4 septa, aiid from 1 to 8 longitudinal 
divisions, making from 5 to 7 cells, rarely 8. 

This leaf -spot may prove to be of consider- 
able economic importance, since like the 
Paeudopeziza leaf -spot, it causes destruction 
of the foliage. 

Leo E. MEnoHERS 

Department of Botany, 

Kansas State AaRicuLTuaE Collboe 

DIFFERENTIATION OF WANDERING MESENCHYMAL 
CELLS W THE LIVINO YOLK-SAO 

The yolk-sac of the teleost egg is a partic- 
ularly favorable object for observing the move- 
ments and migrations of cells in the develop- 
ing embryo. Such a yolk-sac has only one 
really definite continuous membranous cell 
layer, the ectoderm; a true endodermal layer 
"is absent, though a superficial syncytium, the 
periblast, fuses with the actual yolk surface. 
The mesodermal layer is represented by numer- 
ous separate wandering mesenchymal cells. 
These freely wandering mesenchymal cells may 
be clearly observed through the perfectly trans- 
parent ectoderm as they move over the sur- 
face of the periblast. 

The writer has attempted a detailed study 
of the movements of the mesenchyme colls and 
their manner of development and differentiation 
on the yolk-sac. Observations have been made 
on the normal embryos from the earliest stages 
at which the mesenchyme wanders out upon 
the yo}k up to the late embryo in which a com- 
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plex vitelline circulation ia fully established, 
and all of the products of the yolk mesenchyme 
completely differentiated. The study has been 
greatly facilitated by a comparison of the 
normal embryos with sijecimens in which the 
circulation of the blood was experimentally 
prevented from taking place. In such speci- 
mens the cells on the yolk-sac never became 
confused or contaminated with other cellular 
elements introduced by the circulating blood. 
The wandering cells may thus be completely 
followed through all stages in their isolated 
position. 

In the first place, I can not resist the im- 
pulse to highly recommend that all students of 
hematogenesis spend some time at least in a 
study of living mesenchymal cells and their 
histogenesis. Such a study will soon convince 
one of the great disadvantages under which an 
investigator labors in attempting to solve the 
origin of blood from observations on dead mate- 
rial in serial sections. The problem becomes 
so simplified and devoid of laborious unin- 
stnictive technique that it seems almost super- 
ficial. One may learn as much from the living 
yolk-sac in an hour of careful study as in al- 
most a week’s perusal of sections. Most im- 
portant is the fact that certain things may 
actually be seen to occur that sections could 
scarcely stimulate the mind to imagine. The 
only disadvanago is that the worker may be 
led to wonder whether so apparently simple a 
problem is actually of scientific importance, 
rortunately. this mental state is soon passed 
over on realizing the necessary care and pre- 
caution which must be taken in following the 
movements and changes in the living cells. 

Each cell is to be recognized as a living 
complex and the observer will realize the im- 
portance as well as the difficulties of thor- 
oughly understanding and interpreting cor- 
rectly its manifold changes and behavior. 
Material which to some extent allows such a 
study is often available. The Fundulus yolk- 
sac, however, is exceptionally adapted to this 
study on account of the beautiful simplicity of 
its structure, as well as the remarkable clear- 
ness with which each cell may be observed. 

The results of this investigation of wander- 


ing mesenchymal cells may be summarized as 
follows : 

The wandering cells begin to migrate away 
from the embryonic shield or line of the em- 
bryonic body at an early period, when the em- 
bryo is about forty hours old, the germ ring 
having almost completely passed over the yolk 
sphere to enclose its vegetal pole. The oella 
migrate away chiefly from the caudal end of 
the embryo, only a few wandering out from 
the head region. The regions of the yolk-sac 
thus suggest an area opaca about the tail end 
and an area pellucida around the neighborhood 
of the head. 

All of the cells wander into the so-called 
subgerminal cavity, the space Wilson^ and 
others consider a late stage of the segmentation 
cavity, between the yolk-sac ectoderm and the 
periblast syncytium. 

When the cells first appear they are all 
closely similar in shape and about the same 
size. Very soon, however, they begin to ex- 
hibit certain difierenoes. Many become elon- 
gate spindle cells with delicate filamentous 
procGBses, sometimes producing a stellate ap- 
pearance. Others are more ameboid in shape 
with conical pseudopod-like processes which are 
cwstantly being thrown out at one place and 
withdrawn at another. Still a third class of 
cells appears somewhat later than the other 
two; these are more circular in outline with 
short pseudopods and are more slowly moving. 

The movements of these extremely numer- 
ous cells and their changes of position may be 
readily followed with a high magnification. In 
embryos of about sixty hours, still some time 
before the heart begins to beat or the blood to 
flow, four clearly distinct types of cells can be 
recognized among these originally similar 
mesenchymal cells, and the further history of 
the four types may be completely traced. 

The ameboid cells with conical pseudopod- 
like processes shortly after sixty hours begin 
to show an accumulation of pigment granules 
within their cytoplasm. Just at this time 
they are seen to be of two distinct varieties, 

1 Wilson, H. V,, **The Embryology of tlie Sea 
Base {Serranus otroHus),*' Butt, 17. S. Fisfc Com., 
1893. 
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one depositing a black and the other a brown- 
ish-red pigment. 

The blaok chromatophore increases rapidly 
in size and by the end of the third day be- 
comes an enormous ameboid body wandering 
over the yolk. These cells are attracted to the 
walls of blood vessels and plasma-filled spaces^ 
such as the pericardial cavity becomes in indi- 
viduals without a blood circulation. When the 
embryo is five days old the chromatophores are 
abundantly arranged along the walls of the 
vitelline vessels, but the pigmented cells are 
distinctly separate. After this time neigh- 
boring cells begin to fuse along their adjacent 
borders and large pigment syncytia are formed 
which completely surround and ensheath the 
vessels. A single syncytium is often of consid- 
erable extent. 

The brown chromatophores have a somewhat 
different history. They never become so mass- 
ive as the black; and their processes are more 
delicate and graceful in appearance. Yet these 
cells also attain a large size and in embryos of 
72 hours are scattered over the entire yolk- 
surface. After the third day when the blood 
begins to flow in the yolk vessels; the brown 
chromatophores likewise become attracted to 
the vessel walL These exquisitely branched 
cells apply themselves to the wall of the vessel 
and may often completely surround it. This 
type of chromatophore, however, always main- 
tains its cellular individuality and never fuses 
with other cells to form a syncytium, as is the 
case with the black type. 

The function of the chromatophores on the 
yolk-sac is most difficult to decide, but one 
thing is certain, they never .become changed 
into any type of blood cell. The brown chroma- 
tophore in early stages may accidentally reach 
the blood current; it then becomes spherical 
and may readily be observed for a long time 
on account of its huge size as compared with 
the blood cells. It never, however, changes in 
type. 

In specimens without a circulation of the 
blood both types of chromatophores arise in a 
normal manner and differentiate normally. 
Their arrangement along the vessel waUs fails 
to occur. The chromatophores, therefore, re- 


main scattered over the yolk or collected about 
the plasma filled spaces. The heart in such 
embryos is sheathed with pigment, while the 
normal heart never has a chromatophore on it. 

The elongate spindle cells with their deli- 
cate filamentous processes are small in com- 
parison with the two chromatophore types. 
These spindle cells retain in general their 
original appearance, but their behavior is most 
important In embryos of about forty-eight 
hours such cells aggregate into certain rather 
definite groups ; later, the groups become more 
linear in shape and finally these lines of cells 
arrange themeelves so as to form tubular ves- 
sels. Several of the larger vessels arise inde- 
pendently upon the yolk, and certain ones of 
them later become connected with the venous 
end of the heart, while in all cases capillary 
nets which also arise independently become 
connected with the larger vessels. These proc- 
68.^08 may actually be followed through every 
step in the living yolk-sac. 

The wall of the early vessels is very irreg- 
ular, with spaces existing between the compo- 
nent cells. Corpuscles are often caught in these 
spaces or are entangled in the filamentous proc- 
esses of the endothelial cells. Such conditions 
in sections would appear as though the cor- 
puscles actually formed a part of the endothe- 
lial wall and might incorrectly be interpreted 
as endothelial cells changing into blood cells. 
Nothing has been seen in the living embryos 
to indiicate that an endothelial cell has the 
power to produce a blood cell or to change into 
a blood cell of any type, but much has been 
seen to the contrary. 

The generalization strikingly made by 
Tboma* that larger vessels arise from a net- 
work of capillaries is not true for the large 
vitelline vessels of the fish yolk-sac. In the 
specimens without a circulation of the blood 
the vessels arise and increase in size and per- 
sist for a long time without ever experiencing 
any effect of the blood current upon their walls, 

* Thoma, R., * * Untersuchusgeii iieber die Histo- 
genese und Histomechanik des 0ef tisnystems; * ’ 
Stuttgart, 1893, and “Text-Book of General 
Pathology and Pathological Anatomy/' trans. by 
Brace, Itondon, 1896. 
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In many embryos the circulation after having 
begun may stop for a time and then later be 
reestablished, the vessels having persisted in a 
normal condition. Thoma’s so-called laws of 
vessel formation are, therefore, rudely violated 
by the development of the vascular system in 
these embryos. 

The vessels arising from independent mesen- 
chymal cells in the space of the blastocele in 
the teleost yolk-sac entirely overthrow any no- 
tion that vessels arise ontogenetioally as por- 
tions of the celomic epithelium. The vascular 
lumen is originally continuous with the pri- 
mary body cavity, the segmentation cavity, and 
never with the secondary body cavity, or 
celomic cavity. 

The fourth class of cells wander out from the 
embryonic body somewhat later than the three 
former types. These are small circular cells 
with short paeudopod-like processes. They 
move very slowly, but finally collect into 
groups on the posterior and ventral regions of 
the yolk-sphere. 

The round cells wander away only from the 
caudal region of the embryo and probably are 
derived from the so-called intermediate cell 
mass which is the anlage of the red blood 
corpuscles in the fish embryo. 

The groups of round cells are slow in their 
difierentiation but just before the circulation 
of the blood begins, tl\ey are seen to be eir- 
cuTar erythroblasts. The observer may follow 
the disappearance of the islands of cells one 
by one as they are enclosed by the vessels and 
swept into the circulating stream. About the 
fifth day these circular erythroblasts become 
flattened ellipsoidal erythrocytes filled with 
hemoglobin, the typical red blood corpuscle. 
The complete change from wandering, more or 
less globular mesenchymal cells into typical 
hemoglobin-bearing corpuscles may be followed 
in the living yolk-sac. 

In several instances the body proper of the 
embryo failed to develop or else degenerated 
very early, yet the yolk-sac formed or persisted 
with numerous blood islands fully differen- 
tiated. 

The embryos in which there has been no cir- 
culation of the blood form the blood islands 


from the wandering cells on the yolk-sac, and 
the constituent elements of these islands differ- 
entiate perfectly and may maintain their red 
color for many days. Yet they never leave the 
locality in which they have differentiated. The 
fully formed red blood corpuscles have little 
if any power of migrating. When the ob- 
server can bo positive that the blood has never 
circulated, and this requires very consistent 
watching, the blood islands of the yolk-sac are 
always limited to certain regions, and never 
occur so far anteriorly on the ventral surface 
of the yolk as to reach the venous end of the 
heart. 

Finally, we may consider the study of the 
developmental products of the early wandering 
mesenchymal cells on the yolk-sac of the 
Fundulus embryo as a problem of cell lineage 
followed to its ultimate end. The primordial 
mesoderm cell or cells carry within their bodies 
all the potentialities of the mesoderm and may 
give rise to a series of cells which are capable 
of developing muscle, cartilage, bone, connec- 
tive tissue proper, blood cells, vessels, etc. 
Yet after a few cell generations the individuals 
in the series derived from these early cells con- 
taining all the mesodermal potentialities no 
doubt become somewhat limited as to their 
potentialities. In a certain generation there 
may be definite cells more or lees generally 
distributed which possess the capacity to give 
rise to muscle cells, but to no other type of 
mesodermal tissues. Still later in develop- 
ment these cells may become even more limited 
in their developmental capacities and thus 
have tlie power to produce only a certain type 
of muscle cell and no other type. 

Collections of such cells would dien be desig- 
nated embryologically as the anlage of striated 
muscle, smooth muscle or heart muscle, as the 
case might be. Yet it is not to be forgotten 
that at this stage there might be really no 
means of distinguishing between the several 
different types of mesodermal cells. 

Limitization of potentialities in ^ indi- 
vidual mesenchymal cells has apparently 
reached a comparable stage just about the time 
when the cells begin to wander upon the yolk- 
sac of FunduliM, We have seen these ctAiii tm 
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they wander out and have noted how very soon 
they may be separated into four distinotly 
different types, and following the development 
and behavior of these types it has seemed evi- 
dent that they are entirely separate and do not 
intergrade or transmutate. The black chroma- 
tophore does not change its nature or divide 
off other cells which become different in type 
from the parent cell. ^Neither do the endothe- 
lial cells lining the vessel walls change into 
chromatophores or into erythroblosts, or vice 
versa. 

From the observations on these yolk-sacs we 
must conclude that the four types of oells de- 
scribed above have developed from four differ- 
ent anlagen, although these anlagen were not 
necessarily localized groups of cells, but were 
diffusely scattered mesenchymal cells capable 
of developing into a definite product, either 
normal or abnormal, depending upon the na- 
ture of the developmental environment. There- 
fore, the four distinct mesenchymal anlagen 
each gives rise to a perfectly typical and dis- 
tinct cell type, although all develop in, as far 
as is possible to judge, an identical environ- 
ment, the cavity of the yolk-sac between the 
ectoderm and the periblastic syncjrtium. The 
differences among the four cell types produced 
are from the standpoint of our present knowl- 
edge in all probability due to the potential 
differences among the apparently similar 
mesenchymal cells from which they arose. 
The four types including endothelial cells and 
erythrocytes we must consider, from an embryo- 
logical standpoint, as being polyphyletic in 
origin. 0. R. Stookabd 

Woods Houe, Mass., 

Beptember 15, 1916 


,ANTSnOPOLOG7 AT TE^ SAN FMANCISCO 
MNBTINO 

A spscun meeting of the American Anthropo- 
logical Association was held in the Museum of 
Greek Sculpture and Anthropology, nniversity of 
Oalifomia, Berkeley, August 0 to 5, 1915, in 
afftliation with Seetion H and the American An- 
thropological Association. In the absence of Pro- 
fessor A. Kroeber, ohaixmas of the eommitteQ on 
program, Professor T. T. Watennoa, vlos-eltairaiaai 


presided. Although the program was a compara- 
tively short ODOj the attendance at the meetings 
was large. 

Papers of interest to anthropologists were also 
read before the joint meeting of the American 
Psychological Association and Section H; and be- 
fore the Archeological Institute of America. 
However, the abstracts which follow will be con- 
fined entirely to the papers read before the Anthro- 
pological Association. For example, among the 
papers read before the Archeological Institute 
should be mentioned Ancient Mexican Spindle- 
whorls,^' by Mrs. Nuttall, which was illustrated by 
an exhibit of two hundred specimens, as well as by 
reference to one of Lord Kingsborough 's volumes; 
‘^Life Forms in the Pottery of the Southwest," 
by Mrs. Harry L. Wilson; "Aspects of Neolithic 
Culture of the Banta Barbara Channel Islands, 
California," by Hector Alliot; "Latest Work of 
the School of American Archeology at Quirigua, 
Guatemala"; and "Archeology at the Panama- 
Calif ornia Exposition," by Edgar L. Hewett; and 
"The Unpublished Material in the Mayance and 
Southern Mexican Languages," by Wm. E. Gates. 

The papers read before the American Anthropo- 
logical Association included: "A Demonstration 
of the Skull of an Ancient San Diegan Indian 
Showing the Largest Coronoid Index yet Ee- 
corded" (by title), by J. C. Thompson; "Differ- 
ences in Papago and Pima Coiled Basketry" (by 
title), by Mary Lois Kissell; "Kumana, a Primi- 
tive Corner of Japan, and Its Folk-Lore, as Stud- 
ied by Mr. Minkata" (by title), by W. T. 
Swingle; and "The Significance of the Present 
Forward Movement in China," by Yamei Kin. 

Abstracts of all the other papers presented fol- 
low: 

The UimJc MoieiicB: E. W. Giffoed. 

The Central Sierra Miwok Indians of the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains of California are divided into 
exogamous moieties with paternal descent. Each 
moiety is associated through the personal names of 
its members with either the "water" or the 
“land" side of nature, this division of nature 
being more or less arbitrary. The object after 
which a person is named does not appear, as a rule, 
in the name itself; it does appear, however, in the 
connotation of the name. The connection thus ex- 
isting between the moiety and a group of natural 
objects lends a totemlc aspect to the Miwok moi- 
eties, which is supported by a myth attributing 
the parentage of the founders to the bear and the 
coyote. The moieties are practically impotent as 
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ceremonial factors, their chief function being the 
regulation of marriage. 

The system of reUtionsliip contains thirty-four 
terms, and in certain features closely parallels the 
systems of the southern 8iuunn tribes, notably the 
Omaha. A striking feature is the placing of cross 
cousins in two generations, which results in the use 
for cross cousins of tenns meaning son, daughter, 
stepmother, uncle, niece, nephew. This feature Is 
correlated with the marriage of a woman, to her 
father’s sister’s husband. 

Cross cousin marriage is limited to one pair of 
cousinH only, who use the terms meaning son and 
stepmother. The theory is advanced that the 
Miwok type of cross cousin marriage originated 
through the influence, upon the institution of mar- 
riage, of wife purchase and descent in the male 
line. 

Demonstration of a Series of Philippine Skulls 

from Bohol: Luther Parker. 

The number of skulls under discussion is seven. 
These skulls were collected in a limestone burial 
cave on a promonotory near the barrio of Tiagas in 
the town of Loay, Bohol Province, by the writer 
personally. In addition to the skulls, he also se- 
cured the lid of a coffin, some ornaments and 
pieces of pottery both native and Chinese. A few 
steel or iron spear heads and parts of blades were 
likewise obtained. 

It is probable that the articles collected were 
deposited in the cave not later than a.d. 1600, 
since the conversion of Bohol to Christianity took 
place about that time. As to how much earlier the 
cave was used it is not possible to state, but prob- 
ably not earlier than a.d. 600. Native traditions do 
not fix the time of these burials, but deal only with 
the custom of borrowing the pottery and orna- 
ments for use in fiestas, this custom having been 
quite widely distributed. 

Cave burial seems to have been practised quite 
extensively in the Bisayas and to some extent in 
northern Luzon among the Igorots and in the 
Batanes Islands. J ar burial both in caves and out 
was also practised in the Bisayas and in the Bobu- 
yanes north of Luzon. Jar burial is practised 
among the interior tribes of north Borneo. Cave 
burial occurs in northeast Borneo. Jager wrote of 
cave burials in the Bisayas and H. Ling Roth dis- 
cusses the subject quite thoroughly as relating to 
north Borneo. 

The following table gives the measurements ob- 
tained by the writer. They are subject to correc- 
tion by a more experienced observer: 


Serial 

No. 

CephaUo 

Ind. 

1 Nawl lud. 

Ort»iui 

Ind. 

HeUht 

Canaotty 

1 

77.0 

63.6 

88.6 

138.5 mm. 

1,400 cc. 

2 

76.2 

1 60.0 

90.0 

140.6 

1,420 

3 

93.7 

Not obtainable 

94.7 

129.6 

i;280 

4 

80.2 

t 62.7 

97.0 

133.6 

1,280 

6 

91.3 

Not obtainable 

86.4 

127.6 

Broken 

C 

93.7 

67.1 

84.2 

120.0 

Broken 

7 

100. 

Not obtainable 

87.2 

132.0 

1,160 


As may be seen by the above tables, the skulls 
were not of a uniform type, but ranged from doli- 
chocephalic to brachy cephalic. This corresponds 
with results obtained by other observers in Ma- 
laysia and serves to confirm what is known from 
other sources, viz.: that the Filipinos, as all Ma- 
layans, are very much of a mixture approximating 
the Japanese, Mongolian and Negritos in certain 
measurements. 

These skulls are quite similar to living types in 
the neighborhood of their collection. Several of 
the skulls have been artificially deformed evi- 
dently by means of the **tadal” which was in use 
among the Milanaus of the Bintula River until 
recently, Jager secured deformed skulls from 
caves near Samar and Dr. Virchow measured and 
discussed them. The area of deformation seems to 
have included Sumatra (Rejang district), north 
Borneo, Ulitea Island and a part of the Blsayan 
group, especially Bohol and the Leyte-Samar dis- 
trict. 

Baee in the Paeifio Area with Special Beferenoe to 
the Origin of the Am^riom Indians: 1, Antiq- 
uity of Occupation: Georob Grant MaoCurdt. 
The Pacific washes the shores of both the Old 
World and the New; hence the Pacific area is a 
large one. It is at least indirectly in connection 
with the birthplace of man, for it is accessible 
from all the great land masses. Whether the 
American or Asiatic portion of this area was first 
occupied by man is a question of wide interest. 
An answer to this question would bo of help in lo- 
cating the spot, if indeed it was a single one, from 
which man has spread over the face of the earth. 
Physically man is a vertebrate and belongs to the » 
great class of so-called Mammalia. We may dif- 
ferentiate still further and place man in one of the 
Families oomposing the order of Primates, which 
includes not only the Bimiid®, but also the lemurs. 
Focene lemurs ore found in both the western 
(Puerco beds of North America) and eastern 
hemispheres. The Simiida, however, the family 
most nearly approaching man in physical structure, 
all belong to the Old World; the gorilla and chim- 
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panzee, to Africa, and the orang and gibbon to tbe 
Far East. The presumption is strong, therefore, 
that tbe human race also originated in tbe OM 
World. 

To the Faciflc area belong the 'well-known fossil 
ape-man from Java, Pitheeantftropus erectus, which 
according to the associated fauna and flora is of 
low'er Pleistocene age. 

The Selenka Trinil Expedition of 1907'-08, one 
of whose results w^as to reduce the age of Piihc- 
canthropm remains from Pliocene to lower Pleisto- 
cene, secured a tooth that is said by Dr. Walkofl to 
be definitely human. It is a third lower molar 
found not at the Trinil site, but in a neighboring 
stream bed and in deposits older (Pliocene) than 
those in which Tithecanihropvs occurred. Should 
this prove to be the case, Pithecanthropus could 
no longer be regarded as a precursor of man ; It 
would give us instead the cross section of a dif- 
ferent limb of the Primate tree from the limb 
whose branches represent the various types of 
Hominidee. 

The principal event of the Australian meetings 
of the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science one year ago was the presentation of a 
fossilized human skull from Darling Downs on the 
border between New South Wales and Queensland. 
Unfortunately this specimen was not found in 
situ; but is in the same state of fossilization as 
are the remains of extinct animal species from the 
same locality. The latter are said to be of Pleis- 
tocene age. The solidly fossilized’ ' human skull 
(that of a youth) is evidently not of Neandertal 
type; nevertheless the authorities present were of 
the opinion that it represents an extremely primi- 
tive typo. When archeologists become thoroughly 
awake to the possibilities of China a new chapter 
in the antiquity of occupation of the Pacific area 
will in all probability be recorded. 

Passing to the American Pacific shores a good 
d^al has already been accomplished especially in 
California; but the results do not point to a great 
antiquity of occupation. Man probably entered 
the Americas by way of Bering Strait after the 
final retreat of the last maximum glaciation. 
Bearing directly on this point is the discovery in 
1912 by Dr. HrdU5ka of vestiges of an ancient 
population in northeastern Asia persisting there 
perhaps since late Paleolithic times, and which 
possibly gave rise to the American Indian. This 
is in line with the results of the Jesup North Pa- 
cific Expedition, and future archeological discov- 
eries may confidently be expected to support the 
aame point of view. As a seat of human occupa- 


tion, therefore, China probably antedates Mexico 
and Peru. 

Antiquity of Man in CaltfomMi from the Point of 

View of the Paleoniologiet : John C. Meeetam. 

In working over the collections of the state 
geological survey of California in 1894, the 
writer attention was particularly attracted by a 
collection of mortars and other objects of human 
manufacture, which, according to the accompany- 
ing labels, had been found in the Pleistocene 
gold-bearing gravels of Califomia, Accompany- 
ing those collections were other objects of a similar 
nature rei>ortGd by reputable observers to have been 
obtained in formations not younger than Pleisto- 
cene. Although the objects in question were not 
unlike implements manufactured by the Indians 
of California within very recent time, the evi- 
dence favoring their antiquity appeared so re- 
markably definite that it seemed worth while at- 
tempting to secure all the facts bearing on the 
question of the occurrence and age in order to 
obtain some explanation of the evident inconsist- 
ency. Numerous inquiries among intelligent ob- 
servers of good repute regarding the occurrences 
of human remains and relics in the auriferous 
gravels of California brought out a considerable 
amount of information as to the finds already 
known, and added several important occurrences 
to the list available. At this time there were 
known to the writer not loss than eleven cases in 
which, from the point of view of the unprejudiced 
observer there seemed no question but that arti- 
ficially fashioned objects had been found to be 
original constituenta of Pledstooone or earlier 
formation of the California region. 

The plan of work thus outlined was beginning 
to furnish small results when tbe organization of 
the department of anthropology at the University 
of California, through the generosity of Mrs. 
Phoebe A. Ilearst, made it possible to carry out 
the whole scheme of investigation, only a small 
portion of which it had seamed possible for the 
writer to undertake Individually up to that time. 

While it is evident that the human race did not 
originate in America, its occupation of the west- 
ern hemisphere has apparently covered a long 
period measured in years, if it does not ac- 
tually extend back to an earlier geological 
period. At any rate, the advent of man far ante- 
dated the beginning of the American historic 
period and the approximate determination of the 
date of his arrival, whenever it may have occurred, 
fuTnishes an important field for investigation in 
American history. 
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As a field far iziyesti^ration of geolo^oallj an* 
cient types of the human race, North America 
has been notably barren. Even those who have 
been convinced that man was present on this con- 
tinent before the beginning of the present geo- 
logical period must concede that the evidences of 
his existence are much less common hero than in 
most parts of the Old World. 

Of the several widely known discoveries of hu- 
man remains and relics reputed to represent a 
geologically ancient typo of man on this conti- 
nent, some of the occurrences reported from Cali- 
fornia have most persistently forced themaelvas 
on the attention of the investigator, though not al- 
ways receiving general recognition as of eeientific 
value. • 

It has been realised at the outset that any sat- 
isfactory conclusions in a work of this eharaeter 
are not to be arrived at within narrow time lim- 
its, and that no single mode of attack may be con- 
sidered auificient in itself. At the outset four 
lines of investigation were laid down: (1) Trac- 
ing man back from the known type to the un- 
known, through an investigation of the great shell 
mounds of the coast region, the most critical 
study being given to the lowest or earliest de- 
posits. In this work we go from the known cul- 
ture of the uppermost layers of the mounds back 
to a period in which conditions were quite differ- 
ent from those under which the recent Indians 
appear to have lived. (2) The thorough investi- 
gation of all cave deposits, whether recent or 
Quaternary, with particular reference to poseible 
human occupation. (3) A careful study of these 
Quaternary or recent alluvial formations in which 
the occurrence of human remains or relics appears 
to bo possible. This comprised a study of many 
Quaternary formations and the collection in them 
of all obtainable fossil remains. (4) A careful 
review of all the evidence relating to the reputed 
occurrence of implements or human remains in 
the Auriferous gravels, or other ancient deposits 
of a similar nature in California. 

The result of investigations along the various 
lines followed in the original plan for the depart- 
ment of anthropology has shown that in a consid- 
erable number of cases fragmentary human re- 
mains or fragments of stone and bone worked by 
man have been found In association with Pleisto- 
cene deposits in California, but that in every case 
a very considerable doubt attaches to the occur- 
rence, so that in no instance do we have in Oali- 
fornia an undoubted occurrence either of human 


bones or of implements made by man in such as- 
sociation with Pleistocene deposits as to prove 
the Pleistocene age of the human relics. While 
remains of man are known in many localities of 
undoubted Pleistocene age in the Old World, and 
while an age in years amounting to many tens of 
thousands and perhaps many hundreds of thou- 
sand years can be ascribed to these remains, we 
have yet to show in California the relics of man’s 
occupation dating back to more than ten or 
twenty thousand years. 

It is possible that man coming from the Old 
World, the place of origin of the human race, 
has at various times colonised the North Ameri- 
can continent, but was unable to secure a perma- 
nent foot-hold, and because of the brief period 
of his occupancy has loft no ancient relics. Hu- 
man history may have waited until a compara- 
tively recent time for the occupation of the west- 
ern hemisphere by man in such force as to make 
his conquest of the region permanent. 

Time Perspeottve Amerioati Culture, a Bt^kdy 

in Methode: Edwabd Sapie. 

A historical science, such as cultural anthropol- 
ogy is, must have chronological perspective. The 
methods available for the determination of this 
perspective in aboriginal American culture are 
partly direct, partly inferential. The simplest 
type of direct evidence is that contained in the 
statements of early travelers and noted writers, 
A second type is embraced in the statements of 
the natives themselves. The third and most val- 
uable type of direct chronological evidence is ob- 
tained by studying the stratigraphy of archeolog- 
ical remains. 

The inferential evidence may be derived from 
the data of physical anthropology, ethnology or 
linguistics. Conclunons of historical value may 
be drawn from the persistence of a type in a cer- 
tain area, and from the denseness of population. 
Ethnology yields a considerable number of meth- 
ods for the inferring of time sequences. These 
may bo classed into three groups as the aoriation 
method (s. g., inferences based on the relative 
degree of development of elements forming a 
natural sequence); the association method, which 
can be employed in a considerable number of 
ways (e. g., by inferring chronological priority 
of one of two cultural elements because of its 
entering into a greater number of associations 
with other elements) ; and the distribution 
method. Linguistic evidence may be utilized for 
the chronology of culture partly by the study of 
native terms for various eulture eoneepfes, partly 
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bf iaferenees based on the distribution of Ian- 
gtiages. 

The ultimate task of constructuig a general 
picture of the development of culture in America 
can not be undertaken without the cumulative 
evidence derived from all possible methods, direct 
and inferential, for conetructing cultural time se- 
quences. 

The Zodiacal Sods of the Snake Dance ond other 

Sopi Ceremonials: Stansbuby Haoab. 

The purpose of this paper is to present evidence 
which tenda to show that the ritual of the twelve 
monthly festivals of the Pueblo Indians of Ari- 
eona and New Mexico is based upon zodiacal sym- 
bolism, in other words, that the features of each 
festival refer to the attributes of the native zodi- 
acal signs through which the sun is passing at the 
time when the festival is held. This interpreta- 
tion is supported: (1) by the rites directed each 
month towards one of the twelve white marks dis- 
tributed around the circular sacred kiva or re- 
ligious edifice at Zuni, as described by the late 
Prank Hamilton Cashing; (2) by the associa- 
tion of the sun and star gods as the two principal 
actors in the winter solstice ceremony at Walpi; 

(3) by the determination of the moment of be- 
ginning the principal ritual of the Manzrau and 
other festivals at Walpi by observation of the 
zodiacal constellation in opposition to the sun at 
the moment of midnight or approximately then; 

(4) by the repetition of each festival in a minor 
manner at a date six months distant from the 
principal performance, the minor festival being 
directed toward the zodiacal sign in opposition to 
the sun through the sign. But more impressive 
than this internal evidence from the writer’s view- 
point is the fact that the features of all twelve 
of the Pueblo festivals in sequence correspond 
with the features of the festival celebrated at the 
same time amongst the ancient Mexicans and the 
Maya of Yucatan; and the writer has estab- 
lished at least to his own satisfaction, in papers 
published in the Ameriom Anthropologist and the 
publications of the International Congress of 
Americanists, that this Mexican and Maya ritual 
^as based upon this same zodiacal lymbolism. 
Such a sequence symbolism can not be created 
by chanee nor constituted by inauguration. It is 
revealed in star charts and constellation symbols 
in the oodlees, in mural paintings and in the de* 
sign of saered cities as wall as in the ritual re- 
ferred to; and if zodiacal in Meadoo, the same 
sequence of eyDsboUsm can hardly be otherwise 
thkn sodiacal amongst the Pueblos. 


Probably in no religion did astronomy play a 
more important part than in that of ancient 
America from Peru to Arizona, and this zodiacal 
symbolism gives us the key to its significance. 
But in all this vast area only amongst the 
Pueblos can the astronomie ritual still be seen. 

The Snake Dance, to-day the most famous ritual 
of the American Ihdian, is but a subordinate epi- 
sode of the festival which should be known as that 
of the mountain lion held when the sun is passing 
through the zodiacal constellation known to the 
Pueblos, Mexicans and Maya by the name of that 
animal. It is our sign Leo, the lion. And in the 
following month the women’s Maize Festival of 
the Pueblos honors the Maize Goddess as in Mex- 
ico, Yucatan and Peru when the sun is passing 
through the sign of the Maize Mother, Ghe is our 
Virgo, the celestial mother of cereals. 

The Oetopus Motive in Ancient Chiriquian Art: 

Gkobge Geant MacCubdt. 

In the ancient pottery of CSiiriqui, one soon 
learns to associate a given motive with a given 
paste, slip, quality of modeling and the character 
and number of the colors employed as well as the 
method of their application. Thus we find the 
plastic armadillo dominating the great group 
which might appropriately bear that name; the 
incised serpent goes with a distinctive group of 
black ware; the plastic fish in the guise of tripod 
supports runs through another group; while the 
painted alligator is supreme in two closely re- 
lated groups of painted ware. The most puzzling 
designs were on the so-called lost color ware. A 
key to their meaning recently came to light in the 
shape of a more realistic rendering of the mo- 
tive than had been known hitherto. The design, 
called to my attention by Professor M. H. Saville, 
and recently published by me, represents on oc- 
topus. 

A further study tends not only to confirm what 
was said in my last note, but also to emphasize 
the importance of this newly discovered motive as 
the one distinctive feature of lost color symbol- 
ism in ancient Ohiriquian art. 

On a reexamination of the lost color ware, the 
octopus design is found to i^pear unmistakably 
under one guise or another on perhaps nine tenths 
of all the lost eolor vases hitherto published; a 
cursory study of the large duplicate series in the 
Yale Museum shows that at least as large a per- 
centage holds true of unpublished specimens. If 
a new name were needed for this large group, 
Octopve ware would thus be most appropriate. 
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SugenicB and iU Natural ZAmiiations in Man: 

Autl HwoLifiKA (not present). 

Bwnan Eugenios mnj bo defined as the 
enee of improving the human stock/ ^ It stands 
in many respects on quite a different footing 
from eugenics of organisms other than man. The 
term is relatively new; it relates to a seemingly 
new and most promising as well as timely scope 
of activities; and due to its appeals to popular 
imagination, and in common with other newly ap- 
pearing branches of the i^ienoe of man in the 
past, it has been and is now much sinned against 
It has been permitted and even used to arouse 
hopes which at best can not be realised except at 
a very slow pace and in the coarse of great 
length of time. 

To improve man it will self-evidently be neces- 
sary first to know thoroughly: (1) the stock to be 
worked upon; and (2) what constitutes improve- 
ments in the same; then the worker will be con- 
fronted with a most important problem, namely, 
how to effect the improvements, and how to make 
them permanent or even progressive, and thor- 
oughly wholesome. 

The knowledge of the stock implies perfect 
anatomical, anthropological, physiological, patho- 
logical and especially chemical understanding. 
How far we are in all these respects from the goal 
is well appreciated by the more advanced students 
in these different branches of learning. 

As to what would constitute improvement in the 
human stock a general agreement will probably 
be reached on the following: 

Tlnivorsal l>ett6ring of health; 

2) Fortification against infectious or contagious 
diseases or immunisation; 

(3) Elimination of hereditary defects and un- 
toward predispositions ; 

4) Increase in nervous power and resistance; 

6) Increase in Benaoriaf efficiency; 

(6) Progressive improvement in mentality; and 

(7) A general, fixed harmony of sdl results, that 

would strengthen and not adversely inter- 
fere with the vital functions of the body. 

BefiOctions on the above with our actual knowl- 
edge of humanity will readily show the many 
and great limitations that confront the ‘^science 
of improving man." We know at beet only 
superficially what we deal with even in the ease 
of our own person; we never learn the whole in- 
heritance of any man or woman ; we deal, not with 
simple mathematical prepositions, but with intri- 
cate combinations of qualities and quantities in 
each subject; In a great majority of cases we 
know not as yet how to temove or compensate for 
a given defect, or how to strengthen permanently 


and especially create a desirable quality, or bow^ 
to prevent or cause the transmission of tendende^ 
or qualities. And we have and shall probably 
continue to have only insignificant control of sub- 
jects in the vital mattera of mating, living, en- 
vironment. 

Viewed thus very soberly, the new science In 
its application to man loses much of its fancied 
luster; if it succeeds in becoming established as a 
separate branch of learning, as it has in reference 
to lower forms, it will be welcomed as a helping 
sister, confronted with hard work, modest in the 
appreciation of the difficulties which lie before it 
and grateful for all past and future osaistasoe. 
After novelty wears off, it will follow patiently 
in the slow laborious footpath started upon long 
ago by the physician and surgeon and then by 
the students of mankind in general. But it is stlU 
somewhat questionable if human eugenics really 
can prove itself to poasess a sufficiency of distinc- 
tive attributes to proceed as a separate branch of 
science. 

Migration and Culture: H. Iiowm 

Migration and culture are closely interwoven, 
indeed migration is often solely an inference from 
cultural facts, especially of a linguistic eharaoter. 
In point of clearly demonstrable migrations the 
two divisions of the Pacific area d^er widely, 
those of Oceania being incomparably greater than 
those in western America. Accordingly there has 
also been a wider diffusion of cultural traits in 
Oceania. The important problem whether Poly- 
nesian seafarers ever reached America remains 
unsolved. Van Hornbostel has furnished good 
evidence from the point of view of theoretical 
music, but this evidence stands alone. There cer- 
tainly has been no far-reaching infiuence of 
Oceania on Hew World culture. 

Ethnologists are beginning to realise that the 
problem is not solved when similarities in culture 
are explained by transmission due to oontacta 
We must leam what particular features are 
adopted by the borrowing people; whether the 
borrowed elements are adopted mechanically or 
are assimilated to the preexisting culture of the 
people; and a host of other oiremnstanees muit 
bo ascertained if our knowledge of cultural dif- 
fusion is to become more than superficial. The 
questions here indicated are among the most 
promising in the range of ethnology; and Br. 
Bivers in England, and a number of Amerieaii in- 
vestigators, have made a fair beginning in at- 
tacking them. 0 X 0001 Qxant MAOOtmsfV, 

' ' ' '' ' Satiheiant 
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APPLIED CEEMISTET^ 

It is only three years ago that a Brook- 
lyn aldermaiji, who, in the absence of the 
mayor of New York, had to welcome the 
visitorg to the International Congress of 
Chemistry, addressed them as if they were 
druggists or pharmacists. 

After all, he made not a much greater 
mistake than many so-called educated men 
who obtained a B.A. and yet are ignorant 
enough of elementary scientific knowledge 
to imagine that the main occupation of a 
chemist is to analyze substances and detect 
falsifications. 

Even in England, a pharmacist is cur- 
rently designated as ‘ ‘ chemist, ^ ’ while a real 
chemist is called an ** analytical chemist." 

But the European war has done much 
to correct some of these mistaken notions 
of the public at large. Our daily press has 
now more or less acquainted this country 
with the fact that in our national make-up 
there is such a thing as chemical problems. 
I doubt, however, whether the unthinking 
masses have begun to realize that aside of 
the so-called chemical industry, practically 
every other industry, in fact, every enter- 
prise, has chemical questions to contend 
with, and that chemical industry itself is 
intimately interwoven with the great net- 
work of every modem industrial or agri- 
cultural state \ that the economic welfare of 
our country and the health of its citizens 
are largely dependent on the way we utilise 
our chemical knowledge. 

The present war has been aptly called a 
"chemical war," because efficient work of 

2 An address presented at the meeting of the 
American Chemical Society, Seattle, Wash. 
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every department of the fighting armies, 
from the Bed Cross service to the manu- 
facture of guns and explosives, involves in- 
cessantly chemical knowledge and — still 
more chemical knowledge. 

But do not imagine that this is the first 
chemical war: The art of killing and rob- 
bing each other became “chemicar^ the 
day gunpowder was invented ; at that time, 
however, the existing knowledge of chem- 
istry was just of pinhead size. Napoleon 
knew very well how to use adroitly exact 
knowledge and chemistry for furthering his 
insatiable ambition to dominate the world ; 
go he surrounded himself with the most able 
chemical advisers and scientists, and, for 
a while at least, he placed himself at a de- 
cided advantage over his many enemies; 
incidentally, he thus helped to lay the 
foundation for some very important 
brandies of chemical industry. 

‘VLes chiens ont appria quelquechose,'^ 
exclaimed the Corsican conqueror when he 
realized that his enemies began to adopt the 
same means which had given him tem- 
porary mastership over them; but those 
whom he called so contemptuously “the 
dogs*’ finally beat him at his own game. 

Ever since tbjin, science, technology and 
chemistry in particular have played a r5Ie 
of increasing importance in the armament 
of nations. This accounts perhaps for the 
strange fact that the really great military 
inventions have practically all emanated 
from civilians and from non-military na- 
tions like our own. If the men of the mil- 
itary class, essentially conservative in all 
countries, had been left to their own de- 
vices, they would probably still be fighting 
with bows and arrows, or perhaps with 
the traditional sling. Nor should the pa- 
cifist blame the chemist if the latter’s most 
beautiful conquests in science, if his proud- 
est discoveries, have been turned into 


means of relentless destruction and human 
slaughter. Do not reproach chemistry with 
the fact that nitrocellulose, of which the 
first application was to heal wounds and to 
advance the art of photography, was stolen 
away from these ultra-pacific purposes for 
making smokeless powder and for loading 
torpedoes. Do not curse the chemist when 
phenol , wh ich revolutionized surgery, 
turned from a blessing to humanity into a 
fearful explosive, after it had been discov- 
ered that nitration changes it into picric 
acid. 

As well might you curse written speech 
or language or the art of printing — by 
which the most noble thoughts of the human 
rao^ have been expressed, disseminated and 
preserved — if it has been used also to dis- 
tribute the vilest lies and the most damna- 
ble errors. 

Knowledge is like a knife. In the hands 
of a well-balanced adult it is an instrument 
for good of inestimable value; but in the 
hands of a child, an idiot, a criminal, a 
drunkard or an insane man, it may cause 
havoc, misery, suffering and crime. 

Science and religion have this in common, 
that their noble aims, their power for good, 
have often, with wrong men, deteriorated 
into a boomerang to the human race. Our 
very successes will threaten to devour us 
as long as all of us have not yet become 
imbued with the truth that greater knowl- 
edge, like greater possession of wealth or 
power, demands a greater feeling of respon- 
sibility, greater virtues, higher aims, better 
men. 

Let us hope, in the meantime, that war 
carried to its modern logical gruesomeness, 
shorn of all its false glamor, deceptive pic- 
turesqueness and rhetorical bombast, ex- 
posed in all the nakedness of its nasty 
horrors, may hurry along the day when we 
shall be compelled to accept means for 
avoiding its repetition. 
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Would you take it amiss if I made a di- 
gression from my subject as an answer to 
repeated attacks which have been made of 
late by some shortsighted men who blame 
our increasing scientific knowledge in gen- 
eral and our chemical science in particular, 
for the excesses of the present European 
war? 

But let us turn our attention to more 
peaceful chemical pursuits and more par- 
ticularly to the chemists of this country. 

Their work is difficult to understand and 
still more difficult to be appreciated by the 
uneducated or uninitiated ; nor do chemists 
court the plaudits of an ignorant public 
that can not understand them; they feel 
fully compensated by the results of their 
work if it only meets with the approval of 
a few of their fellow chemists, irrespective 
whether it brings them financial results or 
not; in fact, most chemists are so much in 
love with their work that very often they 
neglect the financial side, to their own im- 
mediate detriment. 

Unlike the physician, lawyer, clergyman, 
actor, writer, artist or business man, the 
chemist does not depend on the public at 
large ; he is either engaged in some private 
enterprise or he acts in a consulting capac- 
ity for a few people, or he is teaching in 
some educational institution. Popularity 
in the usual sense has little or no value for 
the chemist. 

No wonder then that the chemists of this 
country, numerous and active as they are, 
have hardly been noticed among the daily 
noise of newspaper sensation and shriek- 
ing publicity — no more than a skillful 
watchmaker would be noticed among the 
hammering of a busy steam-boiler-manu- 
facturing plant. 

And yet, right here in the United States, 
the chemical profession has taken such a 
root, such a development during the later 
years, that our national American Chem- 


ical Society, which counts over 7,000 mem- 
bers, has by far the largest membership of 
any chemical society in the world, with all 
due respect to England, France and Ger- 
many; a society which finds it possible to 
spend yearly over $100,000 on its three 
chemical publications, copies of which are 
to be found all over the world in every well- 
equipped scientific library. Nor is the 
study of chemistry in this country a matter 
of recent occurrence. Our European 
friends are astonished when we tell them 
that as far back as 1792, there existed al- 
ready the Chemical Society of Philadel- 
phia, which was probably the first chemical 
society ever organized in the world; some 
of the papers presented at the meetings of 
that early scientific body furnish even to- 
day very interesting reading. Some of our 
American educational institutions equipped 
chemical laboratories for students at a time 
when exceedingly few of the best-known 
universities possessed any such facilities. 
In fact, the Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti- 
tute of Troy, New York, established a chem- 
ical laboratory at about the same time as 
was founded the famous laboratory of 
Liebig, at the University of Giessen, 1825, 
and the movement for the establishment of 
laboratories in the United States was inde- 
pendent of that in Europe. 

Nor should we overlook the fact that not- 
withstanding the essentially pragmatic 
tendencies of our country, the United 
States has given to the world a Willard 
Gibbs, who out-theorized existing chemical 
theories and whose mathematical deductions 
are still, after his death, furnishing food 
for profound thought to the most renowned 
physical chemists of Europe to whom they 
have opened entirely new fields in the study 
of chemical dynamics. 

I mention this more particularly for the 
reason that our aniline-dye-consumers have 
taken the chemists of the United States 
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bitterly to task and have made decidedly 
unfavorable comments upon their abilities, 
because, since the European war, dyes could 
no longer be imported from Europe. But 
Dr. B. C. Hesse, an American-born chemist, 
a graduate of the University of Michigan, 
has already ably answered this indictment 
of the American chemists. In a paper full 
of information on this subject, which he 
presented at the New Orleans meeting of 
the American Chemical Society,* but which, 
unfortunately, has received little or no at- 
tention from our daily press, he has clearly 
demonstrated that the aniline-dye-con- 
sumers of the United States can have all 
the chemists and all the dyes they want; 
provided they are willing to make the neces- 
sary investments of capital and to submit 
to the risk of uncertain profits by starting 
their own dye-manufacturing establish- 
ments here in the United States instead 
of, as in the past, favoring imported dyes, 
either through personal prejudice, or by 
fostering legislation which forbids the home 
manufacturers to utilize such methods of 
selling agreements as “Eartels” or other 
consolidations of interests; or “dumping," 
so as to kill new competitors in the field, 
while making up the temporary loss by in- 
creasing the price of other products, and, in 
general, any of the many other trade-ar- 
rangements and trading tricks freely and 
openly utilized by European manufacturers 
so as to stifie possible competition of our 
home aniline-dye-producers. 

The outcry which has been raised as to 
our shortage of artificial dyes is out of all 
proportion if we take in consideration that 
the annual importation of dyes and syn- 
thetic products from Germany amounts 
only to about $9,000,000. Mr. A. D. Little, 
a former president of the American Chem- 

*See Journal of IndnuAtiaX and Bngintering 
Chemiitry, Vol. 7, Ko. 4i April, ISIS, p, S93. 


ical Society, pointed out* that this repre- 
sents about the same money value as the 
amount of candy sold annually by the 
Woolworth ten-cent stores. 

The development of any chemical indus- 
try is a matter of local opportunities; for 
iiutance, the manufacture of cellulose, as 
well as the industry of wood-distilling, has 
taken a greater development in the wood- 
covered sections of the United States than 
in Germany or any other country in the 
Horld. ■ 

The magnitude and earning capacity of 
the largest German chemical enterprises, 
however imposing they may be, look less 
important if you take into consideration 
that some of these companies have been in 
existence for more than half a century. 
Much younger American chemical enters 
prises, which make American specialties — 
for instance, the Eastman Kodak Company, 
which sends its films and photographic 
papers throughout the world — ^have an- 
nual earnings decidedly greater than the 
most successful German chemical works of 
much older existence. Nor is the value of 
the output of some of our largest purely 
chemical companies much less important 
than that of the German concerns. 

This country is now the greatest pro- 
ducer of sulphuric acid, with an annual 
production of about 3,000,000 tons. Yet it 
is not so long ago that the first maker of 
sulphuric acid had trouble to find pur- 
chasers for a trifiingly small production of 
a few tons per week. It needed the oppor- 
tunity of a home market; by and by this 
market was created through the refining 
processes of petroleum after the discoveiy 
of our oil fields; the discovery of natural 
phosphates and the resultant industry of 
superphosphates; the use of dynaniite for 
blasting; the development of the glucose 

• 6ee Joumat of Induttriai and Xngfnaortng 
ChemiatTj/, Vol. 7, Hoi. 8, llsroh, 1015,. p. 887. 
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indastry, electrolytic copper refining, etc. 
These and many newer industries all re- 
quired large amounts of sulphuric acid and 
gave this country an opportunity of devel- 
oping sulphuric-acid manufacturing to its 
present magnitude. In fact, the same rea- 
soning holds good for all of our industries. 
I doubt very much whether the talented 
foreigners, who have now become famous in 
chemical manufacturing, would have tied 
their initiative and enterprise by specializ- 
ing in coal-tar-dyes manufacturing, if they 
had had the limitless opportunities of an 
immense undeveloped country like ours, to 
which to give other outlets to their spirit of 
pioneership, mining, transportation, agri- 
culture and similar subjects, all beckoning 
for more urgent attention, and offering at 
the same time more immediate rewards. 

In the meantime some of our other chem- 
ical industries, better suited to our local 
conditions, have taken such an enormous 
development here as to make the United 
States an undisputed leader in at least some 
of them. Such products as the various acids 
and salts, aluminum, artificial abrasives, 
calcium-carbide, soda and caustic alkalies, 
bleaching powder, chlorine products, elec- 
trolytic copper, are decidedly more impos- 
ing in value and in economic importance 
than the few million imported coal-tar- 
dyes. 

Mr. F. A. Iddbury, of Niagara Falls,* 
pointed out rightly that if there had been 
a shortage in some of the products of our 
electrochemical indtutries in which the 
United States has been a pioneer, the eon- 
sequences to our national economics would 
have been ao serious that the present com- 
plaint of our aniline-dye-users would have 
sounded liken timid whisper, compared with 
the Wlowing lamentations of so many more 
important industries which would have be- 

4S«6 UtMhiirgietA Chernkfil St\ginteHng, 
Val XUl,, No. 6, 1818, p. 277, 


come absolutely paralyzed. The fact is that 
few men realize how many industries are 
directly dependent on the work of Amer- 
ican chemists. If the aniline-dye industry 
has been neglected in this country, there 
are many good reasons for it; not only 
was the possibility of reasonable profits 
too scant to offer special inducement to 
clever-headed busineaa men for risking their 
capital in this branch of manufacturing 
when they had so much better choice in 
other channels of enterprise, but the first 
raw material, suitable ooal-tar, was not 
abundantly available here as it is in Europe, 
for the simple reason that this country long 
ago discarded the older and more expensive 
methods of gas manufacturing still gen- 
erally used in Europe, and which give coal- 
tar as a by-product. The less expensive 
and simpler water-gas process, adopted in 
the United States, gives no suitable gas-tar; 
it is only of late, by the introduction of the 
by-product coke-ovens, that we can look 
forward to an almost illimited supply of 
coal-tar. 

lu the meantime, the German manufac- 
turers, while possessing every opportuni^ 
and inducement for specializing in these 
coal-tar industries, could afford to concen- 
trate their efforts so as to supply not only 
their home consumption and that of the 
United States, but that of the wlude world, 
in about the same way as the United States 
sends to the remotest comers of the globe 
its sewing machines, its typewriters and its 
Ford cars. 

Judging from the past history of the 
chemical industry in America, I have little 
doubt that the day it will be found profita- 
ble to manufacture all kinds of synthetic 
dyes here in the United States, instead of 
a few as is the case now, there will be little 
farther delay in supplying the demand by 
a hustliiiig and busding home production. 
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In fact, it is quite possible that under the 
present conditions this branch of manu- 
facturing may be stimulated to the point as 
to result in over-production after the war 
is over. 

If hitherto our chemists have been defi- 
cient in this special line, we can, with some 
satisfaction, point to better efforts in other 
chemical industries. For instance, it is not 
sufficiently known how many research chem- 
ists in our different American manufactur- 
ing establishments are busily occupied in 
studying and improving manufacturing 
processes, nor what large sums of mon^ 
are devoted every year to industrial chem- 
ical research. If we hear it constantly re- 
peated that some of the largest German 
chemical compainies have hundreds of 
chemists and engineers, it is less known that 
right here in the United States the num- 
ber of chemists employed in some of our 
better organized chemical enterprises is 
scarcely less; but nobody finds it necessary 
to boast about it. In fact, the most strik- 
ing symptom is that so many engineering 
enterprises, for instance, some of our large 
electrical companies — although their field 
of action seems rather remote from chemical 
subjects — have now elaborate chemical re- 
search organizations with an excellent 
record. 

Conditions were quite different some fif- 
teen or twenty years ago; but this country 
has grown, and as the requirements and 
opportunities grew up new chemical prob- 
lems arose thereby. 

The urgent nature as well as the magni- 
tude of some of these new chemical prob- 
lems is shaking our chemists awake — is 
making new men of them. 

Professor Whitaker is probably right 
when he says that from the standpoint of 
efficiency the chemists are thirty years be- 
hind the engineers as far as method and 
attitude of mind are eoncemed, but this same 


criticism holds good for ohemists all over 
the world. The fact is that the engineer 
was called first, and he was bom eentories 
before the chemist, but the latter is now 
making up for lost time. 

New conditions, new problems, are com- 
pelling the chemist to learn to tadde a 
proposition in a true engineering spirit and 
— ^to hiteh some business sense to it. He is 
learning to forget thinking or acting on the 
test-tube plan ; he is thrown more and mote 
in oontaet with business men ; he begins to 
realize that too one-sided theoretical con- 
siderations are sometimes more dangerous 
than complete ignorance and that a sense of 
proportion and relative values is the first 
requirement for good practical ^ort. 

Here, indeed, is one of the weakest spots 
of the chemist. Aside from the fact that 
the chemical profession seems one of those 
vocations which have fascinated a large 
number of intellectual freaks, it has gen- 
erally attracted men of an analytical rather 
than a constructive tom of mind. Suceess- 
ful engineering is essentially constmetive. 
The most urgent work for the chemist of 
to-day must be constmetive — ^he must learn 
how to cement together the vast amount of 
data which already lie at his diq>oial, even 
if be himself has to provide some of this 
very cement by further research. 

The chemist of to-day is no longer con- 
fined to purely chemical enterprises; even 
the most stubbornly conservative manufac- 
turers have learned, through eompetition, 
that every industry, however mechanical be 
its nature, has its ohmnioal problems. 
Things have ohanged rapidly sinoe the day 
Andrew Oaraegie listened with a al^ 
twinUe in his eyes to the Ion his eompet- 
iton were poking at him when he first en- 
gaged a spectabled professor to investigate 
the ohemical problmns in his Iron-works. 
Conditions have now become reseraed ; to- 
a Bted or iron wotks wititont a eom- 
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petent chemist justly provokes contempt 
and distrust. 

Nor is the time so far distant when even 
onr biggest railroads had not begun to 
realize how they missed the constant serv- 
ices of a staff of chemists, so as to advise 
them in the various chemical problems 
which present themselves in the operation 
of a well-organized railroad system. 

Some time ago, 1 visited the plant of the 
National Cash Eegister Company, in Day- 
ton, Ohio; one of its most interesting de- 
partments was its well-equipped chemical 
laboratory, where no end of chemical ques- 
tions relating to the manufacture of purely 
mechanical devices have to be studied and 
solved. No up-to-date motor-car works is 
complete without its chemical department 
and the same remark holds good for all 
well-organized engineering concerns. 

In the United States, the importance of 
chemistry has been appreciated first in its 
relation to agricultore. So obvious was 
this, that we set an example to all other na- 
tions of the world by the number and ex- 
tent of onr federal and our state ohemioal 
agricultural laboratories. This, more than 
anything else, was the entering wedge of 
applied chemistry in this country, which 
extended, later on, to the government serv- 
ice, the Geological Survey, the Bureau of 
Standards and the Bureau of Mines. Nor 
did the useful effect stop there. Many of 
our federal chemists, our state chemists, 
have left public service, to accept better 
paying positions in private industries ; but 
these men trained in public service, im- 
planted their high aims and scientific ways 
in some of our comtnereial enterprises, 
which needed it badly. I know of smne 
cases where this beneficial infinence changed 
radically the whole tone of the oommeroial 
organisation, from its manufaetaring to its 
selling department, and introduced, instead 
of reeldeas, sordid oommerciaHsxn, a spirit 


of fairness and efficiency which soon proved 
the more profitable policy. 

In this and similar directiona the chem- 
ist can exercise a valuable moral influence 
on the community. If yon think it over, 
yon will find that the quest for efficiency 
lies (dose to the path of honesty, justice 
and equity. 

Here also the chemist has mneh to learn. 
In some instances, I have been astounded at 
the almost childlike attitude of mind of 
some of onr chemists who are too ready to 
sell their services to anybody who has a 
temporary use for them, irrespective of the 
underlying motives or puiposes. 

Some lawyers tell me that they never 
have the slightest difficulty in hiring chem- 
ical experts to defend contradictory opin- 
ions. For instance, it is quite amazing how 
some chemists, in their eagerness to please 
their employers, will overlook their own 
ignorance of the most elementary prin- 
ciples of patent law, as well as their snper- 
ficial acquaintance with the many details of 
intricate technical questions, while not hesi- 
tating to furnish cock-sure opinions which 
encourage infringers or industrial pirates 
to trespass on the rights of intellectual 
property of others. Mueh ruinous patent 
litigation would be avoided in thia oonntry, 
and invention would be better encouraged, 
if we had more men of the ^pe of that 
well-known British electrical expert who 
never hesitates in court to tell the simple 
and direct truth, regardless whether it kills 
or saves the case of his elimit; his state- 
ments are so hifl^ily valued and respected 
that the judges accept them without suspi- 
cion, and the same expert is frequently re- 
tained by the two oppoeing parties, whom 
he serves impartially, and who gladly pay 
him higher fees than to a mere litigati<»a- 
aorobat-expert, or a chemical "ambulanoo. 
chaser,” 

The ethics of our profession have been 
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dealt with by the American Institute of 
Chemical Eni^neers^ and have been em- 
bodied in its recently adopted Code of 
Ethics^ which may furnish a good guide for 
younger or less experienced chemists. And 
this leads me to state that many more manu- 
facturers or business men would be induced 
to utilize the services of chemists if they 
could feel confident that in so doing they 
are not putting themselves at the immedi- 
ate mercy of a stranger, by confiding to 
him unreservedly facts or processes which 
it has cost them many sacrifieea of time 
and money to accuniulate, and the un- 
divided knowledge of which constitutes 
sometimes one of their most valuable assets. 
On the other hand, a chemist can hardly be 
of any service unless his client or employer 
is just as frank with him as he would be 
with his lawyer or physician. However, 
this mooted point is easily overcome by 
referring to the Code of Ethics to which 
I have just alluded, or, better, by making a 
preliminary agreement between the chem- 
ist and his client or employer, safeguarding 
the interests of .both parties. But in such 
a case, the compensation to the chemist 
should be made commensurate to the occa- 
sion. 

This same principle holds good in the 
employment of chemists in manufacturing 
plants, where the chemist is either engaged 
in research or in a manufacturing capacity. 
An employer should not expect an intelli- 
gent chemist to render him important serv- 
ices without proper compensation, and in 
as far as the practical value of the work of 
a chemist can seldom be determined in ad- 
vance, it will pay the employer to offer spe- 
cial inducements or rewards for initiative ; 
he can well afford to give his chemist some 
share of the increased profits he has re- 
ceived through his work; to do otherwise 
would be narrow-minded, short-sighted and 
detrimental to the direct inter^ts of the 


employer. The work of a research chemist 
can not be performed nor measured like 
that of a bookkeeper or a laborer ; the re- 
sults of his work are uncertain ; delays and 
obstacles beset him at every turn; some- 
times luck plays an important rdle; but 
good will, enthusiasm and persistent en- 
deavor are indispensable factors, and these 
may be encouraged or kUled by the atti- 
tude of the employer. An employer who is 
unfair, or who can not arouse the respect 
or the enthusiasm of his chemists, can not 
get the best there is in them ; he must make 
them feel that if their work turns out well 
for him, they will get sotne fair share of 
compensation. Therefore, a reasonable 
salary ought to be supplemented by the 
possibility of a bonus or some share in the 
profits based on earnings brought about 
directly by the work of the chemist. 

On the other hand, the chemist must not 
overlook the financial sacrifices and business- 
risks assumed by his employer. He should 
specially bear in mind that knowledge or 
experience gathered at great cost by his 
employer, or through expensive factory 
equipment, or other special facilities, have 
in most cases enabled him to take up his 
own part of the work at an advanced stage. 
It would be rather unfair, unless otherwise 
stated, that a chemist should be allowed, 
during or after his period of employment, 
to divulge or take advantage of all the con- 
fidential knowledge or information gathered 
around the works in which he is employed ; 
or patent for his exclusive benefit any in- 
vention he may make on those particular 
subjects for which he is engaged, as long as 
the stimulating ideas themselves have been 
gathered by the very means put at his dis- 
posal by his employer. All these questions 
should be provided for and embodied in an 
equitable contract which will necessarily 
vary with special circumstances. But here 
again, niggardliness, or too great ounnmt- 
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nesB of the employer, vfUl hardly pay* 
tJnless his chemist be a fool — and a fool of 
a chemist is not worth anything — his em- 
ployer will lose the good will and confidence 
of the very man whose work is primarily 
dependent on these indispensable factors. 

Faithful and generous observance of 
tlieae conditions has brought about the 
most excellent results in many instances ; 1 
know that the contract system, with a salary 
supplemented by a bonus, or some partici- 
pation in profits in special departments, 
has been used with great advantage to all 
concerned, by some of the most successful 
chemical companies in continental Europe 
and in some of the more progressive Amer- 
ican enterprises. 

It has been objected that a contract of 
the kind merely binds the employer who 
has tangible assets, while in moat cases it 
would be difficult to enforce it against 
faithless employees possessing no property. 
But even then, a clear and well-defined con- 
tract will prevent many misunderstandings 
which may crop up in the course of time. 
It has been my experience that direct dis- 
honesty and faithlessness are merely ex- 
ceptions among chemists, whatever their 
other shortcomings may be* 

We know where the work of the chemist 
begins. We can never toll where it ends 
and through what unexpected ramifications 
it may lead. It is just this fact which adds 
some zest to the life of the struggling, hard- 
working chemist, and brings to his work 
frequently as much excitement as the best 
of sports; his hopes and disappointments 
can be compared to those of restless 
prospector, 

Pasteur, while be was professor at the 
University of Lille, was consulted by a local 
alcohol distiller about some irregularities 
in the fermentation processes. Little did 
the great French chemist dream, when he 
tried to solve this seemingly trifling indus- 


trial problem, that by doing so he was 
going to lay bare such an amount of new 
and unsuspected scientific facts destined to 
upset all formerly accepted notions, not 
merely on fermentation, but on life, disease, 
contagion and epidemics ; that he was about 
to revolutionize surgery, sanitation and 
medicine, and create several new depart- 
ments of medical science ; that he was going 
to save millions of lives — reduce sorrow and 
misery. So little were the men of that 
period prepared for all these stupendous 
revelations that this great benefactor of the 
human race had to suffer most from the 
gibes and violent attacks of some of the 
best known men of that very medical pro- 
fession into which he was going to infuse 
new life by placing it on a true scientific 
basis. The history of the stubborn polemieg 
and angry discussions at the French Acad- 
emy show that, at that time at least, the 
imagination even of men of science, could 
not expand to the point of perceiving that 
medicine and surgery were to be remodeled' 
by a mere chemist. L. H. BAEKm^ND 

DOCTORATES CONFERRED BY AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITIES 

Thebe were last year conferred 556 degrees 
of doctor of philosophy or science by institu- 
tions competent to confer these degrees. This 
number exceeds the number for last year by 
10 per cent., and is double the average number 
for the deconnium beginning in 1898, when 
these records were begun. During that de- 
cennium seven institutions conferred 2,045 
degrees and the remaining 38 instittitions 685 
degrees. The seven institutions still lead deci- 
sively/ but not to the same extent, and their 
grouping has been altered* In the first period, 
Chicago, Harvard, Columbia, Yale and Johns 
Hopkins each conferred an average of over 30 
degrees, while the number at Pennsylvania and 
Oomell was in the neighborhood of 20, In 
the course of later years Columbia has stt^' 
passed Chicago, and Harvard has not kept 
equal with these two universities. Yale and 
Johns Hopkins have remained about stationary 
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and now are grouped with Peimsylvania and 
Oomell. 

The mo 0 t notable change has been the in- 
crease of advanced work in the state univer- 
sities. As American students formerly went to 
Germany for graduate work, bo for a period of 
years students from the central and western 
states came to the privately endowed eastern 
universities. They still do so, but the state 
universities now provide men and equipment 
making it possible to carry on research work 
to advantage. Last year Michigan, Illinois, 
California and Wisconsin each conferred over 
twenty degrees as compared with an average 
under five in the earlier period, Iowa, 
braska and Indiana each conferred six degrees 
this year. 

Of the 556 degrees S09 were in the natural 
and exact sciences, which represents & relative 
gain in them over the earlier period during 
which they were responsible for less than half 
of the degrees. Chemistry, as always, leads, 
the 85 degrees being by far tlie largest number 
conferred in any subject. Among the sci- 
ences botany and geology ranked high this year 
and appear to be the sciences making the most 
rapid gains. Botany and zoology followed 
chemistry and about equalled English and his- 
tory. 

Of 79 degrees conferred by Chicago, 68 were 
in the sciences; of 70 degrees conferred by 
Columbia, 27 were in the sciences. At Colum- 
bia and Pennsylvania 39 per cent, of all degrees 
have been in the sciences, at Johns Hopkins it 
has been 60 and at Cornell 70 per cent. 

The institutions which conferred two or 
more degrees in a science are: chemiatry, Co- 
lombia, 12; Johns Hopkins, 11; Chicago, 9; 
Tale, 8; Harvard and Illinois, 6 each; Cali- 
fornia, 6; Cornell and Pittsburgh, 4 each; 
Michigan, 3; Iowa, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, Minnesota, North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania and Stanford, 2 each; in phya- 
Harvard, 6; Cornell, 4; Chicago, Clark 
and Michigan, 3 each; California, Johns Hop- 
kins, Pennsylvania, Princeton and Yale, 2 
each; in isoalogy, Columbia, 6; Chicago and 
Harvard, 4 each; California and Wisconsin, 
3 each; George Washington, XUinois, Johns 
Hopkins and Yale, 2 each; in boiany, Chi- 


cago, 8; Oomell, 7; Washington, 6; Cali- 
fornia, Johns Hopkins and Pennsylvania, 3 
each; Harvard, Illinois, Michigan and Ne- 
braska, 2 each; in psychology, Clark, 7; Har- 
vard, 4; Chicago, 8; Michigan, 2; in mathe- 
matica, Chicago, 7; Harvard, 3; Columbia, 
Cornell, Pennsylvania and Yale, 2 each; in 
geology, Chicago, 8; Harvard, 4; Columbia, 
Johns Hopkins and Wisconsin, 3 each; Indi- 
ana and Yale, 2 each; in physiology, Yale, 3; 
Chicago and Harvard, 2 each; in agriculture, 
Cornell, 6; Illinois, 4; in astronomy, Chicago, 
3; Michigan, 2; in bacteriology. Brown, 4; in 
anthropology, Columbia, 3 ; Harvard, 2 ; in 
anatomy, Minnesota, 2; in paleontology, Cali- 
fornia, 2; in pathology, Chicago, 2; in geog- 
raphy, Chicago, 8, 
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.1 

.2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

o; 

1 

0 

Oi 

0 

Oi 

Oi 

0 

0 

Oi 

0 

S 

3 

30 

22 

Oartmouta. . . 

.1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

o: 

0 

0 

0 

a 

100 

Lehigh 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0i 

0 

Oi 

0 

3 

100 

67 

SO 

Tulane 

.0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o' 

1 

0 

u 

1 

2 

Qeorsetown. . 

.1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o: 

oi 

0 

X 

Lafayette 

.1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

83 

Radellffe 

.0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

Total... T7T 

124.1 

184 

104 

ilo. 

238 

273 


241 

308 

8,085 

49 




The names of those on whom the degree was 
conferred in the natural and exact sciences, 
with the aubjeots of their theses, are as fol- 
lows: 

nmvsasiTT or Chicago 

Ha&na Oaroline Aase; Vascular Anatomy of 
the * Megasporophyll ' In Conifers.'' 

lidward Moore Jackson Burwash: "The Geol- 
Ogy of Vancouver and Its Surroundings." 

Joseph Stuart QaldweU: "A Study of the Ef- 
fects of certain Antagonistic Solutions upon the 
Growth of Zea mayi." 

John William Ompbell; "Periodic Solutions of 
the Problem of Three Bodies in Three Pimen- 
aiona." 

JoOl Brneat Carman: "The Pleistocene Geology 
of Northwestern Iowa." 
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1807 

*08 

*09 

*10 

*11 

*12 

•13 

*14 

*15 

Total 

Chemistry 

32.3 

54 

43 

48 

68 

78 

68 

71 

85 

838 

Physios 

15.5 

22 

25 

25 

3,^ 

3C 

22 

23 

31 

866 

Zomogy 

15.2 

25 

IS 

25 

26 

26 

2« 

25 

82 

348 

Botany 

12.6 

a 

10 

10 

20 

80 

2S 

34 

40 

815 

Psychology 

13,6 

23 

21 

20 

23 

20 

24 

12 

22 

300 

Mathamatios.. . . . 

12.1 

23 

14 

23 

26 

22 

21 

25 

23 

307 

Geoloey 

Physldogy 

7.1 

5 

13 

10 

16 

23 

14 

la 

26 

100 

4.1 

7 

13 

4 

a 

12 

a 

8 

a 

07 

AgHoulture 

I.O 

2 

7 

4 

11 

11 

fl 

0 

0 

71* 

Astronomy 

3.4 

1 

7 

8 

4 

2 

11 

2 

7 

71 

Baoterlok^. .... 

1.4 

1 

5 

1 

4 

6 

3 

6 

4 

44 

Anthropoli^. , . . 

1.0 

4 

4 

2 

2 

0 

8 

9 

6 

38 

Anatomy 

.0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

6 

1 

2 

5 

37 

PaleontmoRy 

1.0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

4 

2 

25 

Pngineering 

Patnology 

.8 

U 

0 

1 

2 

2 

0 

4 

2 

10 

.5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

10 

Mineraloffy 

.6 

0 

? 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

a 

Geography 

.1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

X 

0 

S 

8 

Metallurgy 

.3 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

Meteorology. .... 

.1 


0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Total. 

124.1 

IM 

m{ 


239 

273 

284 

Ml 


1 

BngUsh 


30 

28 

82 

35 

82 

42 

42 

88 

270 

History 


32 

22 

25 

28 

20 

26 

86 

84 

238 

Koonomies 


17 

42 

7 

17 

26 

16 

27 

22 

174 

Phtloscmhy 


25 

15 

20 

26 

15 

22 

10 

25 

167 

Bduoauon 


6 

0 

IS 

23 

21 

26 

27 

26 

150 

German 


14 

14 

16 

8 

15 

23 

23 

23 

186 

Latin 


13 

12 

16 

13 

17 

10 

16 

16 

ISi 

Soeiology 


6 

6 

14 

IS 

12 

11 

22 

16 

Bomanoe 


12 

16 

6 

12 

15 

0 

16 

7 

02 

Political Beionoe.. 


0 

4 

0 

6 

0 

16 

8 

7 

11 

70 

Oriental. 


9 

16 

11 

1 

10 

2 

10 

6e 

Greek 


13 

11 

5 

7 

5 

g 

10 

6 

64 

Theoloirv 


7 

2 

1 

7 

7 

6 

8 

8 

46 

PhiloL and Comp. Lit. . 

0 

1 

5 

1 

2 

4 

2 

0 

15 

Law 



1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

a 

2 

a 

10 

4 

Clasaioal Archeology. . . 
iSiiB Arts 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

Music 



0 

_J 

-i 

_J0 

_0 



a 

Total 


195 

197 

182 

206 

211 

237 

261 

247 

il 


Elisabeth Caroline Crosby: "The Telencephalon 
of Alligator MiBsUsippiensls. " 

Hermann Bacher Beutsoh: "Effect of Light 
upon the Germination of the Spores of the True 
Perns." 

Charles Boss Pines: "Functions of Positive 
Type and Belated Topics in General Analysis." 

Ellsworth Paris; "The Psychology of Punish- 
ment." 

Mary Louise Poster: "Studies on a Method for 
the Quantitative Estimation of Certain Groups in 
Phospholipina.' ' 

Meyer Grupp Gaba: "A Set of Postulates for 
General Projective Geometry of 'n' Pimensions." 

Walter Lee Gaines: "A Contribution to the 
Physiology of Lactation." 

Jimes Frederick Groves; "Life Puration ef 
Seeds." 

Olive Olio Haslett; "On the Olasslflcation and 
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Invariantive Charactemation of Nilpotent Alge- 
bras. * ' 

Oscar Fred Hedenburgj the Estere, &n 

well a« the Monomolecular B- and ^-Lactones of 
d-Mannonic and d-Oluconic Acids; On Ortho-Bis- 
d-Galactonic Acid, d-Oalactouic j/- Lactone and Its 
Mono-Hydrate. ^ ' 

Lewis Victor Heilbrunn: Studies in Artificial 
Parthenogenesis : II. Physical Changes in the 
Arbacia Egg/' 

Albert Edward Hennings: **A Study of the 
Contact Potentials and Photo-Electric Properties 
of Metals in Vacuo." 

Edwin Frederick Ilirsch: "An Experimental 
Study of the Influence of lodin and Iodides on 
the Absorption of Granulation Tissue and Fat- 
free * Tubercle Bacilli. ' ' 

Louis Allen Hopkins : "On the Theory of the 
Motion of the Small Planets with a Periodic Orbit 
for the Hilda Tyj)e." 

Edmund Charles Humphrey: "Surface Tension 
at the Interface between Two Liquids." 

Andrew Henderson Hutchinson: "Fertilization 
in Abies halsamea,** 

Libbi© Henrietta Hyman: "An Analysis of the 
Process of Regeneration in Certain Microdrilons 
Oligochffitos. " 

Wellington Downing Jones; "Geography of 
Northern Patagonia," 

Frank Craig Jordan; "The Color Changes of 
Certain Variable Stars of Short Period." 

George Frederick Kay; "The Geology and Ore 
Deposits of Riddle's Quadrangle, Oregon." 

Charles Edwin King: "The Origin of the Dias- 
tases of the Blood and the Lymph," 

Harold Reynolds Kingston; "Metric Proper- 
ties of Nets of Plane Curves. ' ' 

Harry Dexter Kitson: "The Scientific Study of 
the College Student." 

Francis Leroy Landacre: "The Origin of the 
Cranial Ganglia in Amevurus,^* 

John Yiu-Boug Lee; "The Determination of 
*e* by tho Small-Drop Method Using Solid 
Spheres. ' * 

James Henry Lees: "The Geological History 
of the Des Moines Valley." 

Edwin Daniel Leman: "The Relation between 
the Alpha-Bay Activities and Ranges of Radio- 
active Substances." 

Julian Herman Lewis: "The Absorption of 
Substances Injected Subcutaneously and the In- 
hibitory Action of Heterologous Protein Mixtures 
on Anaphylaxis." 


William Vernon Lovitt: "A Type of Singular 
Points for a Transformation of Three Variables," 

Bertha Edith Martin: "Tooth Development in 
Dasypus novemcinctua,** 

Kirtley Fletcher Mather: "The Fauna of the 
Morrow Group of Arkansas and Oklahoma." 

Agnes Fay Morgan: "I. Viscosities of Various 
Methyl and Ethyl Imido-benzoates and of the 
Sodium Salts of Para and Meta Nitrobenzoyl- 
chloroamides in Moderately Concentrated Aqueous 
Solutions. II, The Molecular Rearrangement of 
Some Triaryl Methylchloroamines. " 

Roberts Bishop Owen: "The Psychology of 
Recognition." 

Harry Morrill Paine: "The Effects of Salts on 
the Solubility of Other Salts: I. The Solubility 
Relations of a Very Soluble Bi-univalent Salt. II. 
The Ionization of Bi-bivalent Salts. ' ' 

Almon Ernest Parkins: "The Historical Geog- 
raphy of Detroit." 

Harley Martin Plum: "The Extraction and 
Separation of the Radioactive Constituents of Oar- 
notite. ' ' 

Vincent Collins Poor: "A Certain Type of Ex- 
act Solution of the Equations of Motion of a Vis- 
cous Liquid." 

Terence Thomas Quirke: "Geology of Es- 
panola District." 

Isaiah March Rapp : * * Flow of Air through 
Capillary Tubes." 

George Burton Rigg: "Decay and Soil Toxins." 

Eva Ormonta Schley; "Physical and Chemical 
Changes Involved in Geo-presentation and Geo- 
reaction. ' ' 

Luther Crocker Snider : * ‘ The Geology and 
Paleontology of the Missisflippian Rocks of North- 
western Oklahoma." 

Bert Allen Staguer; "On the Molecular Rear- 
rangements of Triarylmethyl Hydroxylnmines. " 

Eugene Austin Stephenson: "Hydrothermal 
Alteration of Feldspars." 

James Palm Stober: "A Comparative Study of 
Winter and Summer Loaves of Various Herbs." 

Clare Christman Todd: "The Action of Alka- 
line Hydrogen Peroxide on d. OdtactaseA* 

Stephen Sargent Visher; "The Geography of 
South Dakota," 

Forbes Bagley Wiley: "Proof of the Finiter 
ness of the Modular Oovarlants of a System of 
Binary Forms and Cogredient Points." 

HAVVAItn UNimfllTT 

Frederick Osband Anderegg; I. A Contribu- 
tion to the Study of the Silver CouloniAter* XX. 
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The Aetivities of Ooncentrated Ohloride Solutiena 
from the Electromotive Forces of Silver Conoen- 
tration -cells. III. The Investigation of the Elec* 
tromotive Forces of Concentration -cells involving 
Alloys of Tin and Cadmium and a Fused Electro- 
lyte, * * 

lieslie Brainerd Arey: **The Movements in the 
Visual Cells and Betinal Figment of the Lower 
Vertebrates. ' ' 

Edward Payson Bartlett: I, *'A Study of cer- 
tain Oxidation Potentials. ^ ^ II. “ The Compreesi- 
bility of certain Elements and Compounds.^’ 

James Winfred Bridges: "An Experimental 
Study of Becision Types and their Mental Corre- 
lates. ' ^ 

Harold Ernest Burtt: Factors Induenciug the 
Arousal of the Primary Visual Memory Image.*' 

Thorne Martin Carpenter: ^^A Comparison of 
Methods for Determining the Hespiratory Ex- 
change in Man." 

William John Crozier: "Studies on Sensory 
Stimulation." 

Wilbur Garland Foye: "The Glamorgan Gabbro 
Body and its Associated liocke." 

Bobett Gorham Fuller : ^ ^ Observations on a 
Collection of Crania from the Prehistoric Stone 
Graves of Tennessee." 

Irvine Clifton Gardner: "Metallic Reflection 
in the Region of extremely Short Wave Lengths." 

Fred Leslie Grover: "The Atomic Weight of 
Lead." 

Frederick Simonds Hammett: "Uric Acid in 
Tissues. * * 

Gorham Waller Harris: "A Revision of the 
Atomic Weight of Arsenic and Further Applica- 
tions of the Method of Floating Equilibrium." 

Miner Ludwig Hartmann: “L The Free Energy 
of the Formation of Silver. II. The Atomic 
Weight of Cadmium." 

Charles Ruglas Hoover: "The Atomic Weights 
of Iron, Carbon and Sulphur," 

Max Mayo Miller: "A Study of the Hypo- 
physis Cerebri in the Pig." 

William Edmond Milne: "On the Degree of 
Convergence of Birkoff's Series." 

Joseph Murdoch; "The Microeoopic Determlna- 
ti<m of the Opaque Minerals ; A Oontfibution to 
the Study of Ores. " 

Christian Husbaum: "Eddy Ourrent and Hys- 
teresis Losses in Iron at High Frequencies." 

Sidney Powers: "The Acadian Triassic." 

Guilford BevU Reed: "Studies iu Plant Oxi- 
dases." 

William Bees Brebner Robertson: "Ohromosome 


Studies: 1. Tsxonomie Relationships shown in 
the ChromoBomes of the Tettigidee and other 
Sub-families of Acrididae: V-Shapod Chromosomes 
and their Bigniflcance in Acrididtt, Locustid®, 
and Gryllidie: Chromosomes and Variation. III. 
Inequalities and Deflcienoies in Homologous 
Chromosomes: their Bearing upon Synapsis and 
the Loss of Unit Characters." 

Arnold Romberg: "The Ratio of tho Calorie at 
73“ to that at 20“." 

Paul Earls Sabine: "The Energy of Photoelec- 
trons as a Function of the Frequency for Light 
of extremely Short Wave Xjengths." 

Ellis William Shuler: "The Geology of the 
Walker Mountain Overthrust Block in Southwest- 
ern Virginia." 

Francis Briggs Silsbee; "A Study of the In- 
ductance of Four-terminal Resistance Standards." 

Frederick Hendorson Sterna: "The Archeology 
of Eastern Nebraska, with special Reference to 
the CHilture of the Rectangular Earth Lodges." 

Edward Chace Tolman: "Studies in Memory." 

Leonard Thompson Troland: "Studies of Vis- 
ual Equilibria." 

David Henry Wenrich: "The Spermatogenesis 
of Phrynotettias irngnat with epecial Reference to 
Synapsis and the Individuality of the Chromo- 
somes." 

William Henry Weston, Jr.: "On the Develop- 
ment of Thraustotheca^ with a Comparative Ex- 
amination of PiciyuchuH.^ ’ 

Charles Edward Wilder: "Problems in the 
Theory of Ordinary Linear Differential Equations 
with Auxiliary Conditions at more than Two 
Points. ^ * 

Levi Thomas Wilson: "Conformal Transforma- 
tion of Curvilineai' Angles." 

OOLTJitBIA UNIVIRSITT 

Leverett Allen Adams: "Philogeny of the Jaw- 
muscles in Recent and Fossil Vertebrates." 

Clive Morris Alexander: "The Time Factor In 
making Oil Gas." 

Everend L>e8ter Bruce: "Geology and Ore De- 
posits of the Bossland District, B. C. " 

Fay-Cooper Cole: "A Study of Tingrican Folk- 
lore. * ' 

Clarke Edwin Davis: "The Surface Tension of 
8al|>huric Water Mixtures. ’ ' 

Pauline Hamilton Dederer: "Oogenesis iu 
PhOosaffWa Cynthia.** 

John Smith Dexter: "The Analysis of a Case 
of eontituous Variation in Proiophila by a Stud^ 
of Its Linkage Relations." 
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Arthur Ctonaldsou Emmett: Metabolism Stud- 
ies of Fatiffue, Best and Becuperation. " 

Frederiek OroBrenor Goodridge: Bio-chemical 
Studies of Mercaptan. 

Edward Gra^ GrifEn; ^'Inosite and Pisite and 
some of their DeriTativea ’ ’ 

Herman Karl HaeberllD: ^^The Idea of Fer- 
tilization in the Culture of the Pueblo Indians." 

Mildred Albro Hoge: "The Influence of Tem- 
perature on the Development of a Mendelian 
Character. * ' 

Samuel L. HoTt: "Copper Alloys." 

Boscoe Baymond Hyde: "Sterility and Fertil- 
ity in Drosophila ampckyphila.* * 

Israel Jacob Eligler: "Biochemical Studies 
and Differentiation of Oval Bacteria with special 
reference to Dental Caries." 

Robert Hamilton Lombard: "The Densities 
and Degrees of Dissociation of the Saturated 
Vapors of the Ammonium Halides and the Be- 
lated Thermal Data," 

Alexander Lowy: "The Preparation^ Proper- 
ties and Composition of Silundum." 

Melvin Albert Martin: "The Transfer-effects 
of Practise in Cancellation Tests." 

Charles Craig Hook: "A Study of the Morri- 
son Formation." 

Dora Estelle Neun: "An Examination of Cer- 
tain Methods for the Study of Proteolytic Ac- 
tion. » ' 

George Adam Pfeiffer: "Contributions to the 
Conformal Geometry of Analytic Arcs." 

Percy Withers Punnett: "A Study of the 
Products of the Action of Different Amylases." 

Caroline Eustis Seely: "Certain Non-linear 
Integral Equations." 

Arthur Percival Tanberg: " Experimerntfl on the 
Amylase of Aspergillus Orygah** 

Arthur Waldorf Spittell Thomas: "The Influ- 
ence of Certain Acids and Salts upon the Activity 
of Malt Amylase." 

Francis Maurice Van Tuyl: "The Origin of 
Dolomites. ' ' 

Thomas Talbot Waterman: "The Explanatory 
Element in the Folk Tales of the North American 
Indians. * * 

CORNELL tJNIVBESITJ 

Elmer Eugene Barker: "Heredity Studies in 
the Morning Glory {Ipomea purpureo)." 

Horry Phillip Brown: "Growth Studies in For- 
est Trees." 

Josephine Nash Curtis: "Duration and the 
Temporal J udgment. ' ’ 


Alan Estis Flowers; "Viscosity Measurement 
and a New Viscosimeter." 

Harvey Nicholas Gilbert: "The Copper Lakes 
of Eosin," 

Ralph John Gilmore; "Variation in the Attach- 
ment of the Pelvic Girdle in Diemiciglus vidiaeens, 
Baflnesque. ’ * 

Horace Leonard Howes; "The Fluorescence .>f 
Some Frozen Solutions of the Uranyl Salta." 

Robert Waldo King: "A Method of Measuring 
Heat Conductivities." 

Millard Alschuler Klein: "Studies in the Dry- 
ing of Soils." 

Carl Edwin Ladd; "Cost Accounts on Some 
New York Farms for 1912-18." 

Ira Elver Lee: "Pressure, Temperature and 
Concentration Relations in the Systems of Sodium 
Chloride, Ammonia; Sodium Bromide, Ammonia; 
and Sodium Iodide, Ammonia." 

Leonard Amby Maynard: "The Fixation of 
Nitrogen by Sweet Clover." 

Oarleton Friend Miller: "Electrolysis of Cer- 
tain Inorganic Salts in Liquid Ammonia." 

George Adin Osner ; * * Leaf Smut of Timothy. > * 

James Kemp Plummer; "The Effect of Oxy- 
gen and Carbon Dioxide on Nitrification and Am- 
moniflcation in Soils." 

Oarleton Elderkin Power; "The Effects of 
Temperature upon the Phosphorescence of Cer- 
tain Sulphides." 

William Jacob Bobbins: "Digestion of Starch 
by FenioilUum (Cotnswbertii)," 

Joseph Rosenbaum: "The Phytophthora Dis- 
ease of Ginseng. Plant Pathology." 

Joseph Rosenbaum; "On Mixed Linear Equa- 
tions over a Two-Dimensional Region." 

Peter Juriaan van der Heyde Schreuder: "The 
Cape Horse — lU Origin, Breeding and Develop- 
ment in the Union of South Africa." 

Constantine Demetry Sherbakoff: "Fusaria of 
Potatoes. ' ' 

Ransom Evarts Somers: "Copper D^osits of 
fte Burro Mountains." 

Arthur Lee Thompson: "The Cost of Produc- 
ing Milk on 174 Farms in Delaware Co,, N. T," 

Carl Joseph West; "On Certain Formulae for 
Representing Statistical Data." 

James Kennith Wilson; "Physiological 6tudi4W 
of BaoiUus rod^oola of Boy Beaa (Soias hmw 
Piper) and of Factors Infliiencing Nodule Pro- 
duction*" 

Peter Irving Wold: "The HaR Effect and AIM 
Phenomena in Telluiiumt" 
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Walter Hatheral Ooolidffd: ** Osmotic pTewuie 
Meamuemeats of Glucose Solutions at 10^ and 
20 *. * ^ 

Grace Adelaide Ihixm: Stud^ of the De- 

velopment of Salosaecion Eamentacettm,^* 

Arthur Feddeman Gorton: ^^Beflection from, 
and Transmission throu^^h, Bough Surfaces. ’’ 

James Bugene Levering Holmes: ^*The Differ- 
ence in Chemical Behavior of Free and Combined 
Water as Illustrated by the Saponification of 
Esters. ' ' 

Marion Byrd Hopkins: ^‘The Chlorides of 
Orthosulphobensoic Acid.'’ 

Helen B. Hubbert: "The Effect of Age on 
Habit Formation in the Albino Eat." 

Edward Olson Hulburt; "The Befiecting 
Power of Metals in the Ultra-violet Begion of the 
Spectrum. ' ' 

Howard Huntley Lloyd: "A Study of the Con- 
ductivity of Certain Organic Acids in Absolute 
Ethyl Alcohol at 15*, 25* and 86*.” 

Forman Taylor McLean : " A Preliminary Study 
of Climatic Conditions In Maryland as Belated to 
the Growth of Soy Bean Seedlings.” 

Austin Balph Middleton: "Heritable Variations 
and the Results of Selection in the Fission Bate of 
8tyionychia Ptwfnlata.^' 

Ellie Miller: "A Study of the Vapor Pressure 
of Aqueous Solutions of Potassium Chloride by 
an Improved Static Method.” 

Richard Nicholas MuUikin; "A Study of the 
Vapor Pressure of Aqueous Solutions of Mannite 
by an Improved Static Method.” 

Amos Sentman Musselman; "Osmotic Pressure 
Measurements of Glucose Solutions at 30*, 40*, 
50* and 60*." 

Robert Milton Overbeok; "The Copper Ores of 
Maryland.^ ' 

Max G. Paulus: "Radiometric Measurements 
of the Ionisation Constants of Methyl Orange and 
Phenolphthalein. ' ' 

Lyde Stuart Pratt: "The Esterification of IBen- 
soic Acid by Mercaptans. ' ' 

Willis 8. Putnam; "I. The Conductivity and 
Viscosity of Certain Rubidium and Ammonium 
Salts in Ternary Mixtures of Glycerol, Acetone 
and Water at 16*, 25* and 85^ II. The Con- 
ductivity and Viscosity of Solutiozu: of Binary 
and Ternary Salts in FonaamiA'* 

John Bernard Beeside, Jr»: "The Helderbetg 
and Tonidoway Formations of Central Pennsyl- 
vania." 

John Waslaj Shiva: "A Study of Physiological 


Balance in Nutrient Media Resulting in a Simpli- 
fied Culture Solution for Plants." 

Clarence Piersall Sousley: "Invariants and Oo* 
variants of the Cremona Hexahedral Form of the 
Gnbio Surface." 

Ruth Jennings Stocking: "Inheritance and 
Variation in Abnormalities occurring after Con- 
jugation in Param^citm Caudaitm,’* 

Benjamin Franklin Wallis: "The Geology and 
Economic Value of the Wapanneka Limestone of 
Oklahoma. ' ' 

Charles Watkins: "The Conductivity, Percent- 
age Pisfiociation and Temperature Coefficients of 
Some Rather Unusual Salts in Aqueous Solution." 

TALK VNlWaSlTT 

Frederick James Alcock: "The Geology of the 
Lake Athabaska Region.” 

Stanley Crittenden Ball: "The Natural His- 
tory and Embryology of the Rhabdoccele Paravot- 
tex Gemellipara. * ' 

Joseph Sumner Bates; "The Synthesis of DS- 
peptide- Hydontoins, together with a short study 
of Michigan Hard wood Tar." 

Emil Jacob Baumann; "The Question of Fat 
Absorption from the Stomach." 

Harold Saxton Burr: "The Effect of the Re- 
moval of the Nasal Pits on the Behavior, and on 
the Development of the Head, of Amhly9t(ma.** 

Isaac Faust Harris: "Chemical and Physiolog- 
ical Studies of the Castor Bean and Soy Bean." 

Henry Benjamin Hedrick: "Some Principles 
and Proceesds in the Construction of Mathematical 
Tables.” 

Byron Murray Hendrix: "Studios in the Physi- 
ological Action of Some Protein Derivatives.” 

Henry Daggett Hooker, Jr.: "Thermotropism 
and Hydrotropism." 

Edward Frederick Kohmann: "The Constitu- 
tion of Mono- and Dinitrotyrosine, and the 
Xonthoproteio and Millou'a Beactions. " 

John Milton Miller: "The Effective Resistance 
and Inductance of Iron and Bimetallic Wires." 

Harley Dyer Minnig: "A Method for the Sepa- 
ration of Aluminium from Iron and Beryllium." 

Robert Alexander Patterson: "The Structure 
of the Third Gyanogen Band. ' ' 

John Henry Reedy: "Anodic Potentials of 
Silver. ' ^ 

Paul Reece Rider; "An Extension of Bliss’s 
Form of the Problem of the Calculus of Variations, 
with Applieations to the Generalization of Angle;’ ' 

Blair Saxton: "The Nature of Certain Precipi- 
tated Inorganic Colloids." 
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Walter Moody Scott: Hydroxyl Deriva- 

tives of Phenylalanine, and their Biochemical In- 
tereete. 

Baymond Louis Stehle: **The BOle of the Dir 
gestive Glands In the Excretion of Endogenous 
Uric Acid.*^ 

Bichard Wrenshall: ‘'Synthesis of a-Amino-d- 
Phenylvaleiianie Acid. ' * 

William Josiah Wright: “Geology of the New 
"Bom Map-Area, with an Introduetoiy^ Chapter on 
the Gold-bearing Series and the Granites of 
Southern Nova Scotia. ’ ' 

UNIVEfiSITY or ILLINOIS 

Demetrius Ion Andronescu: “The Physiology of 
the Pollen 'Of Zm May» with Special Bogard to 
Vitality/' 

Albert John Becker: “The Strength and Stiff- 
ness of Steel under Bi-Axial Loading." 

William Leonidas Burlison; “Availability of 
Mineral Phosphates for Plant Nutrition." 

Harry Peach Corson: “Manganese in Water 
Supplies. ' * 

Oscar Edward Harder: “Alloys of Chromium, 
Copper and Nickel." 

Joseph Whitn^ Howard: “The Bearrangement 
of Alkyl Anilines." 

Lloyd Theodore Jones: “An Experimental 
Verification of the Law of Variation of Mass with 
Velocity for Cathode Bays," 

Oliver Kamm: “The Structure of the Dihydro- 
B'Naphthoic Acids and the Correlation of Ioniza- 
tion and Structure in Unaaturated Acids," 

Wallace Macfarlane: “Solubility of Lime Car- 
bonates in Relation to Their Endurance in Soils." 

Harold iHaiison Mitchell: “Feeding Experi- 
ments on the Substitution of Proteins by Definite 
Mixtures of Isolated Amino Acids." 

Edna Mosher: “A Classifleation of the Lepi- 
doptera Based on Characters of the Pupa." 

Fred Weaver Muncie: “The Effect of Large 
Applications of Commercial Fertilizers upon Car- 
nations." 

George Leo Peltier: “Parasitic Ehizootonias in 
America. ' ' 

George Butledgo: “The Number of Abelian 
Subgroups of Groups whose Orders are the Pow- 
ers of Primes." 

Minnie Elizabeth Watson: “Studies on Eugre- 
garines Including Descriptions of Seventeen New 
Species and a Synopsis of the Eugregarino Bec- 
ords from the Myriapoda, Celeoptera and Orthop- 
tera of the World." 

Morris MiUer Wells: “The Relation of Fishes 


to Ions in their Natural Environment. I. Boao- 
tions and Besietance to Acidityj Alkalinity, and 
Neutrality. II. Beaction and Besistahce to Salta. ' ^ 

Frank Archibald Wyatt: “The Infiuenee of 
Calcium and Magnesium Compounds on Plant 
Growth. ' ' 

UNIVERSITY OF OALIFOaNU 

William Idnd Argo: “The Potential of the 
Bubidium Electrode." 

Gerald Eyre Kirkwood Branch : * ‘ The Free 
Energy of Formation of Formic Acid." 

Oscar Leo Brauer ; ‘ ‘ The Bate of Conversion of 
Cinchonine into Cinchotoxine. " 

John Peter Buwalda: ^ ^ A New Mammalian 
Fauna from Miocene Sediments near Tehachapi 
Pam on the Summit of the southern Sierra Ne- 
vada." 

Lee Raymond Dice: “Distribution of the Land 
Vertebrates of southeastern Washington." 

Helen Margaret Gilkey: “A Revision of the 
Tuberales of California." 

Bichard Morris Holman: “The Orientation of 
Terrestrial Boots with Particular Beference to the 
Medium in which they are Grown." 

William Noble Lacey; “The Free Energy of 
Formation of Carbon Oxysulphido. " 

Seth Barnes Nicholson: “Discovery, Observa- 
tions and Orbit of the Ninth Satellite of Jupiter." 

Earl Leroy Packard: “Faunal Studies in the 
Cretaceous of the Santa Ana Mountains of South- 
ern California." 

Frederick Eugene Pernot: “Alternating and 
Transient Currents in Coupled Electrical Circuits." 

Charles Walter Porter ; * * Teniperature Coeffi- 
cients and the Effects of Acids, Bases and Neutral 
Salts in Reaction Velocities of the Triphenyl- 
methane Dyes." 

Arthur Herbert Saxer: “The Nature and the 
Velocity of Migration of the Positive Ions in 
Flames. * ' 

Olive Swezy; “The Kinetonucleus of Flagel- 
lates and the Blnuclear Theory of Hartmann." 

Charlie Woodruff Wilson; “On the Life-his- 
tory of a Soil Ammba. " 

^ Harry Stanley Yates: “The Comparative His- 
tology of Certain California Boletacete." 

UNrVERBITY OP MICHIGAN ' 

Ernest Franklin Barker: “Selective Radiation 
from Osmium Filetnents." 

WiRiom Howard Batson: “Acquisition of 
Skill." 

George Herbert Coons; “A Study of the Fac- 
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ton Involved in the Growth and Pyenidia Poma> 
tioa of TlenodrofmB Fusco^Mamlam-^ ^ 

George Morris Ourtis: '*Tfae Morphology of 
the Mammalian Seminiferous I^ubule. ’’ 

Floyd Carlton Docker ay: ^'The Fffccts of 
Physical Fatigue upon Mental Bfllcieney.” 

Alfred Lynn Ferguson; Activity and Conoeu’ 
tration, Transport Numbers and Boundary Poten- 
tial/' 

Chester Hume Forsyth: "Vital and Monetary 
liosses in the United States Cue to Preventable 
Deaths. ' ' 

Laurence Hadley: "A Study of t Ursn Ma- 
joris." 

William Vemor Hoyt: "The Constitution of 
the Nitro-a-Carbopyrrolic Acids." 

Walter Fred Hunt : ‘ * The Origin of the Sulphur 
Deposits of Sicily. " 

Bobert Lee Jickling: "Thiophene Analogs of 
Tripbenyl-methyl. ' ’ 

Cnrleton Volney Kent: "The Optical Constants 
of Liquid Alloys. * ' 

Adrian John Pieters: "The Relation between 
Vegetative Vigor and Reproduction in some Sap- 
rolegnlaceaa. ' ' 

Daniel Iieslie Rich: "Oscillatory Spark Dis- 
charges between Unlike Metals." 

Will Carl Rufus: "The Spectra of Stars be- 
longing to Class B of the Draper Classification." 

TTNlVERSinr QT PENNSTLVANU 

William Henry Adolph: "A Study of the 
Quantitative Methods for nuorine." 

Thomas Bush Alexander, Jr. ; " The Quantitative 
Determination of Chromium." 

Krikoris Garabed Bohjelian: "Observation 
and Reduction of Occultations of Stars by the 
Moon. ' ' 

Thomas Darlington Cope: "An Application of 
the Hadiometor to the Measurement of Electric 
Current. ' ' 

Ernest William Hawkes: "Skeletal Measure- 
ments and Observations on the Point Barrow 
Eskimo with CompariBons with Other Eskimo 
Groups. ' ' 

Louis Kossuth Oppita; "Optical Oonstants of 
the Binary ABoys of Silver with Copper and 
Platinum. ' ' 

John Young Pennypaetor : "Observations on 
the Beach Plum: A Study in Plant Variation." 

Henry Ferris Price; "Fundamental BegionB 
for Certain Slnite Gfxoi^ in Two Oomplen Vari- 
ables." 

Lowell Jacob Beed^ "Borne Fundamantal 6yi- 


tems of Formal Modular Invariants and Covari- 
antM. ' ’ 

David Walter Steckbeck; "Comparative His- 
tology and Irritability of Sensitive Plants. ' ’ 

Heber Wilkinson Toungken : * ' The Compara- 
tive Morphology, Taxonomy and Distribution of 
the Myrieacee of the Eastern United States. ’ ' 

OLABK UKIVB&SITT 

Charles Lewis Brightman: "Thermo-elastic Re- 
lations in Steel in the Region of Recalescence. " 

Burehard Woodson DoBusk; "The Vital Index 
in Relation to Development." 

Elmer Adna Harrington; "The Dielectric Con- 
stant of Aqueous Solutions." 

William Henry Hayes: "Religion os a Psychic 
Factor in Social Development." 

Yoshihide Kubo: "Some Aspects of Recent 
Child Study." 

William Thomas Sanger: "A Study of Senes- 
cence. ' ' 

George Samuel Snoddy: "An Analysis of Trial 
and Error Ijearning in the Human Subject." 

Harold Frederic Stimson: "Elastic Hysteresis 
in Metal Diaphragms. * ' 

Raymond Holder Wheeler; "An Experimental 
Investigation of the Process of Choosing." 

Edward Clinton Wilson; "The Psychology of 
the Story." 

UNIVERSITY or WISCONSIN 

Nathan Fasten; " Gametogenesis in the Crus- 
tacea. ’ ' 

Edmund Cecil Harder: "Contact Metamorph- 
ism as represented by Various Iron Ore Depos- 
its." 

John Nicholas Lowe ; * * Action of Chemical 
Stimuli on the Chromatophores of the Brook 
Trout SalveUnus fontinalis mifokiZl. " 

Charles August Mann: "Chemistry of San Pal- 
metto Berries." 

Howard Edward Pulling: "The Movement of 
Water in Aerotid Soils." 

Elizabeth Anita Smith: "Spermatogenesis of 
the Dragon Ply JSympetrum sertHoenctum (Say)." 

Thomas Ledie Tanton: "The Relative Impor- 
tance of Meteorie and Magmatic Waters in the 
Deposition of Certain Primary Ores." 

William Lawrence Uglow; "A Study of Meth- 
ods of Mine Assessments and Valuation." 

BROWN UNIVERSITY 

Ralph Gibney Hurlin: "The Histogenesis and 
DiatrBnxtion of the Connective Tissue Pigmenta- 
tion of the Silky Fowl, » ' 



864 


SCIENCE 


BenJftTnixi Samuel Lovine; **Tiie Bemoval of 
Katural ImpuritieB of Cotton Cloth by Action of 
Bacteria. ’ ’ 

Oourtland Sawin Mudge: '*The Effect of Steri- 
lisation on the Sugars of Culture Media.** 

George Hathorn Smith: **Tho Parenteral Diges- 
tion of Bacterial Protein.** 

Albert Whitman Sweet: ‘^A Sanitary Survey of 
the Scekonk Biver.** 

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITT 

Alva Eaymond Davis: “Enzyme Action in the 
Marine Algee. ** 

William Harrison Emig: “The Occurrence in 
Nature of certain Fungi Pathogenic for Man and 
the Higher Animals.** 

Joseph Charles Oilman: “Cabbage Yellows and 
the Relation of Temperature to Its Occurrence.** 
Melvin Clarence Merrill: “The Electrolytic De- 
termination of Exosmosis from the Boots of Plants 
Subjected to the Action of Various Agents.** 

Lee Oras Overholts: “Comparative Studies in 
the PolypornceflB. * * 

OKOBGK WASHINGTON UNIVXaBITT 
Bfaurioe Orowther Hall; “Nematodes of Bo- 
denU. * * 

Samuel Palkin: “Investigation of the Halogen 
l>erivatives of the Pyrazolons and the Determina- 
tion of Antipyrene in Mixtures. * * 

Joseph Duerson Stout; “Studies of the Func- 
tions of the Cerebral Motor Cortex of the Oat * ' 
Charles Henry Tyler Townsend: “Contribution 
to a Thorough Knowledge of the Muscoid Plies; 
On the Female-reproductive and Early-stage 
Characters as indicating Pbylogeny and a Basis 
for Taxonomy, together with a Consideration of 
Host BelationSj General Bionomics and Distribn- 
tioiL’* 

INDIANA UNIViaSITT 

Halbert Pleasant Bybee: “The Flood of 1913 
in the Lower White Biver Begion of Indiansu*' 
John Benjamin Butcher: “The Nature of the 
Explosion Wave in an Electrolytic Gas.** 

Grover Cleveland Mance: “Power Economy and 
the Utilization of Waste in the Quarry Industry 
of Indiana.*’ 

Fermen liayton Pickett; “Arisofmo tri/phyXl%m: 
A Biological Study.” 

UNimSlTt <W JtlMNlfiOTa 
WilUam Fitch Allen: “Tha Spinal Cord of 
BdeUotioma, * * 
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Edwin Baumgartner: “Development of the 
Liver, Gall Bladder and Hepatic Ducts in Amhy- 
Bioma punetatum, */ 

Morris Joalin Blish: “The Chemical Constitu- 
tion of Wheat Proteins and Their Belation to 
Baking ‘ Strength * in Flour, * * 

Sterling Kelson Temple: “Equilibria in Sys- 
tems of the Higher Alcohols, Water and Salts.** 

UNIVEESITT or PITTSBUEGH 
Raymond Augustine Dumphy: “Partial Vapor 
Pressures and Distillation.** 

Sidney Liebovitz: “Theory of Eateriffcation. ' ’ 
Harold Arthur Morton : “Speciflo Botary 
Power of Organic Substances.** 

Joshua Chitwood Witt: “Oxidation and Beduo- 
tion without Addition of Acid.** 

PEINCOSTON UNIVBESITT 

Albert Arnold Bennett: “An Algebraic Treat- 
ment of the Theorem of Closure.** 

Henry Higgins Lane: “The Correlation be- 
tween Structure and Function in the Development 
of the Special Senses of the White Bat.** 

Horace Hardy Lester; “The Determination of 
the Work Function, when an Electron Escapes 
from the Surface of a Hot Body.** 

Keith Kuenzi Smith: “Negative Thermionic 
Currents from Tungsten.” 

HNIVEBSITT OF KKBBABKA 

Richard Hans Boerker: “Ecological Investiga- 
tions with Certain Forest Trees.” 

George Borrowman, Jr.: “The days of Ne- 
braska. * * 

Clarence Jerome Elmore; “The Diatoms (Bacil* 
lariolrem) of Nebraska. * * 

NEW TOBiC uNrvEBsrrr 

Alphonse Andrew Adler; “A Method of Meas- 
uring Capillarity at Varying Temperatures.” 

Frank Owen Amon: “The Effect of Acids on 
the Solubility of Electrolytes.” 

John Hu^on Ballard; “Some Phases of the 
Psychology of Puzzle Learning.” 

CATHOLIC tTNIVBESITT 

Daniel Da Cruz: “A Contribution to the Life 
History of LUium TennifolUm,** 

Othmar Frederick Knapke: “A History of the 
Theory of Sensation from St. Augustine to 8t 
Thomas. ' * 

UNIVEMm OF aowA. 

Edward X. Anderson: “Electrical OonducUvRy 
of Certain Salta Of Pyridine Solutions.** 
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Perr^ Aveiy Bond: ^‘i-nitro-S-methyl-S-sulpho- 
beusoio Acid and some of its l>eriratiTeB. ’ ' 

MASSACBUSBira INfiTITUTB Of TBOHNOLOOT 

Frederic Hastings Smyth: '^The Potential of 
the Bismuth Electrode and of Sodium Lead Com* 
pounds in Liquid Ammonia Solationa^’ 

Louis Weisberg; *'The Equilibrium of the Be- 
action between Oarbon and Ammonia at High 
Temperatures; a Study of the Free Energy of 
Dilution of Hydrochloric Acid.^^ 

tTNIVlWSITT OF NORTH OABOLINA 

Victor Clyde Edwards: 4-, 6-, O^tetrahydro* 

xynaphthalene. I. A Kew Case of Desmotropy. 
II. A Series of Bromine Derivatives.” 

William Lewis Jeffries; ”The Function of 
'Cooking’ Fossil Besins in Varnish Manufacture.” 

STANFORD UNIVERBITY 

Elton Marion Hogg; "Studies on the Passive 
State of Iron.” 

Boland Neal: "Colloidal Solutions of Copper 
Sulphide. ’ * 

UNIVKRSITV OF MISSOURI 

Eula Adeline Weeks : " A Symmetrical GeneraH- 
aation of the Theory of Functions. * ' 

NCATHWXSTERN UNIVXRSITT 

Siegel Buckborough; "The Structure of Mal- 
tose and its Oxidation Products with Alkaline 
Peroxide of Hydrogen.” 

OHIO STATR UNIVXRSITT 

John Bernard Parker: "A Eeview of North 
American Bombicini.” 

TULANX UmvXRSITT 

Willard Van Orsdel Khigi "Ths Mosquitoes of 
New Orleans and Vicinity.” 

TSE TRUSTEES OF TBE T7EIVES81TT OF 
PENN3TLVANIA ON ACADEMIC 
FSEEDOM 

The following resolution was offered by Mr. 
Wliarton Barker at the October meeting of 
the board of trustees of the University of 
Fennsyivanla, and was unanixnously adopted; 

Because a university has three duties to perform: 

1. To aid students to acquire knowledge of in- 
lonnaAlon heretofore gathezed. 


2. To make investigation in every department 
of human knowledge without restriction. 

3. To cause publication of the result of this in- 
vestigation both within and without the university : 

Eesolved, That the trustees of the University of 
Pennsylvania adopt and declare as an adequate 
expression of their views and purpose the state- 
ment of Thomas H. Huxley upon his installation 
as rector of Aberdeen University in 1874: 

"Universities should be places in which thought 
is free from all fetters, and in which all sources of 
knowledge and all aids of learning should be acces- 
sible to all comers, without distinction of creed or 
country, riches or poverty, ’ ’ 

The following resolution was offered by Mr. 
Effingham B. Morris, and was unanimously 
adopted: 

In order to avoid misunderstanding of the posi- 
tion of the university toward freedom of academic 
opinions, speech, teachings and public discussions, 
by members of its faculties, this minute is entered 
upon the records of the board of trustees. 

Under the original charter and statutes of the 
university, the trustees arc charged with the duty 
and responsibility of selecting and appointing fit 
persons as professors to instruct students. Be- 
cause of the decision of the board at its last meet- 
ing not to renew Dr. Scott Nearing ’s contract of 
employment as an assistant professor in the Whar- 
ton School — which expired by its terms at the end^ 
of the academic year — an assumption has been 
made and circulated that this action indicated h 
policy to restrict or to prevent free academic dis- 
cussion. This belief is unwarranted. Indeed 
nothing could be further from the truth. 

The trustees have not only always recognised 
fully the right of members of the teaching staff to 
hold and to give proper expression to individual 
views upon all questions, but there Is not now and 
never will be the slightest wish on the part of the 
board or of a single one of the trustees to restrict 
the broadest latitude of opinions, research and dis- 
cusaiou. When individual opinions of members of 
the teaching staff ore expressed in a proper man- 
ner, upon proper occasions, and with proper respect 
fox the dignity of their relationship to the univer- 
sity, and their consequent respcnslbility to tlie in- 
stitution, suck opinions and utterances are wel- 
comed as indicative of progressive growth — no 
metter how divergent they may be from current 
or general beliefs. 

It is not only not possible, but most undeslra- 
blOi for any board of trustees to lay down definite 
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rul«s for guidance of mezubere of any teaching 
staff. It would be a aad commentary upon the 
noble profession of teaching if any university 
should think a necessity existed to attempt to do so. 
If a teacher’s own conception of the extent of his 
responsibility to young students, and his own 
realisation of the importance given to his words by 
the mere fact that the university has eommiosioned 
and trusted him to teach, and has conferred upon 
him the right to use her name in addressing either 
students or the public, is not sufficient of itself to 
impose upon him discretion, dignity^ fairness, truth, 
courtesy, sober-mindedness and eonsideration for 
differences of opinion, then manifestly any other 
form of restraint will be futile. 

In order to discharge the duty laid upon the 
board by the charter, the trustees are required to 
observe and determine the qualifications of proa* 
pective teachers before appointing them as pro- 
fessors. The usual routine is an engagement as an 
instructor, an advance to an assistant professor- 
ship, followed— if justified — ^by appointment as 
professor. I>r. bearing followed this usual course* 
He was found to have an attractive personality and 
many good qualities as a teacher. During the en- 
tire period of the few years in which he was con- 
nected with the university, however, his efforts — 
although doubtless perfectly sincere — were so con- 
stantly and continuously misunderstood by the 
public and by many parents of students, that much 
to the regret of the trustees they felt unable to 
'give him the promotion to a professorship which 
he would otherwise have obtained. The termina- 
tion of his temporary engagement was therefore 
absolutely in the line of the duty laid upon the 
trustees by the charter and in justice to Dr. 
Nearing himself, who was thus free to employ his 
talents in fields not circumscribed by either re- 
quests or promises to avoid strife and turmoil, 
which are neither necessary nor desirable accom- 
paniments of the objects for which young men are 
sent to college by their parents. 

When an individual teacher ’s methods, language 
and temperament provoke continued and wide- 
spread criticism alike from parents of students 
and from the general public who know him only 
by his public utterances, the freedom of choice in 
selection of some other person is a right equally 
as inherent in the board of trustees legally charged 
with its exercise by the charter, as is the right of 
freedom of opinion and thought, and teaching in 
the faculties. And this duty must be exercised for 
the good of the university as a whole. 

The reapoasiblUtieB of the governing body of any 


university as laid down in its charter are not con- 
fined to the care of its financial and material neces- 
sities. A selection or choice of an individual 
teacher Is in itself no possible foundation for a 
just charge of restriction of academic freedom of 
speech, and is, of course, no indication whatever of 
a purpose to effect changes in the present teaching 
staff. 

An expression of its views on this subject made 
by the board in a somewhat lighter vein some 
months ago — which it was hoped and supposed 
was all that would be necessary — is now reaffirmed. 
It is accordingly again inserted in the minutes, 
and in connection with this statement indicates the 
cordial feelings of frienddiip, admiration and re- 
spect felt by the trustees as a body and individ- 
ually for the members of the faculties of the 
University of Pennsylvania, upon whose untiring 
and efficient labors the welfare of the Institution 
depends. 

Adopted by the board, 1913, and now reaffirmed: 

^*In all universities professors habitually express 
themselves freely upon questions which interest or 
divide the community. It could never seriously be 
suggested in any college or university in this 
c.ountry to stifle or control freedom of thought or 
expression by professors. In a large teaching 
staff of several hundred men, such as exists at the 
University of Pennsylvania, occasional unwise 
utterances are, of course, inevitable, but they do 
little harm. 

''It is natural for some of the younger teachers 
to take themselves and their opinions upon czirrent 
social or economic questions more seriously than is 
warranted by the extent of their practical experi- 
ence. It is only the passage of years which leads 
discreet professors, as well as other workers in the 
world, to be tolerant of the opinions of other stu- 
dents of life os it exisia 

' ' Infallible wisdom can not be expected to hover 
continuously over the chairs of all professors, any 
more than over all board rooms of trustees, or over 
all newspaper or any other offices. Differences of 
opinion must always exist. But if sanity and good 
temper and sober-mindedness are kept in view by 
aU persons concerned— trustees, professors, students 
and public— there will seldom be any occasion for 
criticism, and none at all for an outcry on behalf of 
liberty of opinion and freedom of speech at the 
University of Pennsylvania. ' * 

BCimxiFic mTsa and nmiws 

Ab a xnenkorial to the late OkmrleB E. Bee- 
sey, the new biologietd laboiratory, aboot to 
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be erected at tibe UniTersity of Nebraska, will 
be named Beseey Hall. 

Hbnbi FABaa, the dietinguialied French en- 
tomologist and author, died on October 11 at 
S4rignan where he was bom in 1823. 

Dr. Kay Lyman Wilbur, professor of med- 
icine, has been elected president of Leland 
Stanford Junior University. He wiU on 
January 1 succeed Dr. John Oasper Branner 
who undertook to accept the presidency for a 
limited period on the retirement of Dr. David 
Starr Jordan, now chancellor of the univer- 
sity. Dr. Wilbur graduated from the academic 
department of Stanford University in 1896. 

The former students of Professor C.-E. A. 
Winslow have given a dinner in his honor on 
the occasion of his entrance into his new posi- 
tion of professor of public health at Yale 
University. 

The Kev. Dr. E. W. Barnes, fellow and 
tutor of Trinity College, Cambridge, has been 
appointed to the mastership of the Temple. 
He is the author of memoirs on Gamma func- 
tions, integral functions, linear difference 
equations and related mathematical subjects. 

The prize fellowship for original work 
published by women offered by the Federation 
of University Women has been awarded to 
Miss M. Wheldele, Newnham College, Cam- 
bridge. 

Dr, H, E. Bobbrtson, director of the depart- 
ment of pathology and bacteriology at the 
University of Minnesota, has declined an 
offer to become pathologist of the Murphy 
clinic of Chicago. 

PnoFEttBOR Frbdbrio E. Clrmentb, of the 
University of Minnesota, and Mrs. Clements, 
spent the summer again in the west, carrying 
on farther investigations into the relationship 
of climate end vegetation, for the Carnegie 
Institution of Washington. 

PaoF%8iK>B A. L. SnoEium, of the University 
of California, spent part of last summer among 
the Zufli of Nevr Mexico where he aecured 
ovtt nixie butubed specimens Qhistrating iheir 
everyday and religieuB life. He made a de* 


tailed study of their system of relations and 
the terms employed to denote relationship. 

A lecture on the subject of " Human Evo- 
lution in the Light of Becent Discoveries and 
its relation to Medicine,” was delivered on 
October 13, by Dr. Ales Hrdli^ka, before a 
joint meeting of the Medical Society of the 
District of Columbia and the Anthropological 
Society of Washington. 

A LECTURE on The Production of Electric- 
ity by Living Organisms " was given by Pro- 
fessor Ulrio Dahlgren before the Franklin In- 
stitute of Philadelphia on October lA 

Professor James Drydbn, head of the Ore- 
gon Agricultural College Poultry department, 
will address the meeting of the Poultry Breed- 
ers’ Association, which will be held at the 
Panama-Paciffc Exposition in November next. 
Professor Dryden’s subject will be, “ Selecting 
the Layers.” 

We learn from Nature that Professor J, A. 
Fleming gave a public introductory lecture at 
University College, London, on “ Science in 
the War and after the War,” on October 6. 
Otlier public lectures are as follows: “Photo- 
graphic Surveying,” by Mr. M, T. M. Ormsby; 
“ The History of Tools,” by Professor W. M. 
Flinders Petrie; “Final Causes in Animal 
Psychology,” by Mr. Carveth Read ; “ The 
Physiological Action of Light,” by Professor 
W. -M. Bay! is H ; “ Steam Turbines,” by Mr. 
W. J. Goudie; “Kaoial Frontiers in Central 
and Southeastern Europe,” by Professor L, W. 
Lyde ; “ An Investigation of the Heating of 
the House of Commons,” by Mr. A. H. 
Barker; and “The Applications of Electric 
Heating,” by Professor J. A. Fleming. 

Mr. B. M. Babrinoton, the Irish naturalist 
and ornithologist, died on September 15, at the 
age of sixty-six years. 

Dr. Uoo Sohipf, professor of chemistry at 
Florence, has died at the age of eighty-one 
years. 

Dr. Ohaalbb Frederiok Holder, the xxat- 
uraliiit and author, known for his books on 
marine soology and related subjects, died at 
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his home in Pasadena^ Cal., on October 11^ 
aged fiixty-fotir years. 

Dr. a. OpPEii, professor of anatomy at the 
University of Halle, has died, aged fifty-three 
years. 

The winter meeting of the American Insti- 
tute of Chemical Engineers will he held in 
Baltimore, Md., from January 12 to 15. The 
date selected is somewhat later than usual be- 
cause the summer meeting was held late in 
August instead of in June, as is dustomary. 
Baltimore is the center of a considerable num- 
ber of important chemical industries. Excur- 
sions to a number of these will be arranged. 
The experimental laboratories of the Johns 
Hopkins University and the Naval Academy 
at Annapolis, Md., will also be visited. A 
number of papers on recent and important 
developments in some of the chemical indus- 
tries of the United States are being arranged 
for. 

The program of the eleventh lecture course 
of the Harvey Society, to be given on Satur- 
day evenings at the New York Academy of 
Medicine, is as follows: 

October 16. — Professor 0. W. Stiles, Hygienic 
Laboratory, Washington, D. C. “Recent Studios 
on School Children, with Special Reference to 
Hookworm Diseases and Sanitation.” 

November 6. — Professor A. J. Carlson, Univer- 
sity of Chicago. “Recent Contributions to the 
Physiology of the Stomach. ' ' 

November 27. — Dr. Eugene F. Du Bois, Cornell 
University. ‘ * The Respiration Calorimeter In Clin- 
ical Medicine.” 

December 18. — Professor Florence B. Sabin, 
Johns Hopkins University, “The Method of 
Growth of the Lymphatic System. * * 

Janoaiy 15. — Dr. Donald D. Van Slyke, The 
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research. “The 
Present Significance of the Amino Adds in Physi- 
ology and Pathology.” 

February 6.— Dr. Hideyo Noguchi, The Rocke- 
feller Institute for Medical Research. “Spi- 
rochetes. * * 

February 26.— Professor Warfield T. Longcope, 
Columbia University. “The Susceptibility of 
Man to Foreign Proteins. ' ' 

March 11.— Profosaor Henry A Christian, Har- 
vard University. “Some phases of the Nephritic 
Problem.” 


March 25. — Dr. B. T, Woodyatt, XJnivotaity 
Chicago. * * A Conception of Diabetes. * ’ 

April 8. — Professor Stanley R. Benedict, Oomell 
University. “Uric Acid in its relations to Meta- 
bolism. * * 

April 29. — Professor William H. Welch, Johns 
Hopkins University. “Medical Education in the 
United States.” 

The following speoimens have beetn stolen 
from one of the exhibits in the mines building 
of the Panama-Pacific International Expo- 
sition at San Francisco; Rough diamond, 4.89 
carats; rough diamond, 0.72 carat; facetted 
black diamond, 17,99 carats; extremely hard 
diamond, rudely polished; gold specimen from 
Transylvania; gold nugget; platinum nugget. 
Any information leading to the recovery of 
these specimens may be communicated to Pro- 
fessor A. F. Rogers, Department of Geology, 
Stanford University, California. 

It is stated in Nature that on September 23, 
a fire was discovered in the Technical School 
buildings, Market Street, Newton Abbot, and 
although the firemen succeeded in confining 
the outbreak to one room, much damage was 
done to the school museum, which included 
the life-long collection of the late Mr, W. 
Vicary, of The Priory, Exeter, bequeathed 
some years ago to hifl nephew, Mr. W. Vicary, 
chairman of the governors of the Technical 
School. The collection was considered to be one 
of the finest out of London, and many speci- 
mens were believed to be unique. It included 
thousands of specimens of minerals, some being 
very fine and rare. There were also some fine 
old filnts from Dartmoor, stone implements, 
and a valuable collection of corals. Speoimens 
from all parts of the world were included in 
the collection, and many can not be replaced. 
There was also an extensive collection of 
butterflies of numerous varieties^ osid some 
magnificent examples of sampler work, some 
dating from the sixteenth century^ The mas- 
sive cases, valued at about £800, were com- 
pletely destroyed, and it is probable that the 
bulk of the collection is rendered useless by 
the great heat. Other things lost are the rec- 
ords of the school from 1868, the year of its 
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moeption, and a ooUeotion of photographs, 
most of which can not be replaced, of people 
who have , been connected with the sohooL 

The work of the San Juan Section of the 
Harvard Field School of Geology during the 
past summer included the systematic mapping 
of the southwest quarter of the Montrose 
quadrangle, the examination of several mines, 
and a two weeks^ trip through the higher moun. 
tains of the range. There were fourteen 
students who were divided into seven teams. 
Each team of two men was assigned special 
areas for which the men were responsible, end 
the work of the several parties was compiled in 
an “ office ” on an office map. This was avaih 
able for all to study, and thus see the larger 
problems which the study of the region brought 
out. Through this careful areal work a train- 
ing in geologic mapping was obtained, and a 
foundation laid for an appreciation of the phys- 
ical history of the San Juan Mountains. The 
expedition through the high mountains gave 
the men an opportunity to see and appreciate 
the remarkable physiographic features of the 
range, and to observe hundreds of field phenom- 
ena of geologic and physiographic significance. 
The work was carried on under the direction of 
Professor Wallace W. Atwood, and the party 
included the following men: Le Baron E. 
Briggs, Cambridge, Mass.; Korman Bradford, 
Jr., Newport, K. I.; Edward Condon, Shinni- 
oock Hills, L. L; John L. Ferguson, Spokane, 
Wash.; W. W, Kent, Chicago, HI,; S. E. Pea- 
body, Boston, Mass. ; J. E. Selden, N. Andover, 
Mass.; T. L. Storer, Waltham, Mass.; Kobert 
S. Sturgis, Winnetka, HI.; W. J, R. Taylor, 
Rochester, N, T.; L. Pierson Teas, Phila- 
delphia, Pa« ; Lucian B. Walker, Tulsa, Okla. ; 
E* tJ, Whitney, North Haven, Maine; E. A. 
Terry, Chicago, HI. 

The American Museum Journal states that 
a rare ooUeotion of archeological objects from 
the Department of loa, Peru, was recently 
purchased by Mr. A. Juilliard and presented 
to the museum. This collection represents the 
results of munerous expediti(ms during the last 
nine years by Mr. Manud Montero to ^ desert 
regions to ^e south and west of lea. These 


visits to the prehistorio burial grounds were 
his vacations, and every object in the collection 
was excavated by him. The most notable ob- 
jects are nine large shawl-like garments covered 
with conventionalized figures in embroidery. 
The beautiful color schemes seen in these tex- 
tiles make them a joy to the artist, and they 
will doubtless be copied eagrerly by the nu- 
merous art students who make constant use of 
the museum collections. Besides these shawl- 
like garments there are many smaller pieces 
of cloth which are highly ornamented. The 
metal work of these ancient people is repre- 
sented by objects in silver and copper. There 
are several pairs of large silver ear-plugs, 
ornamented with embossed figures of birds, sil- 
ver tweezers also ornamented with raised bird 
figures, and a number of shawl pins with finely 
executed figures of birds and pumas on the 
upper ends. The other objects in the collection 
consist principally of the women's workbaskets, 
with spindles and various colored threads, a 
loom with cloth in process of weaving, feather 
ornaments, slings, musical instruments and a 
few choice pieces of pottery. 


VmVEJRSITT AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS 

The Vassar jubilee endowment fund has 
reached $ 696 , 000 , the gifts of the alumme 
amounting to $221,000. 

There is a probability of a merger of the 
University of Pennsylvania medical school 
with that of the Medico-Chirurgical Oollege 
of Philadelphia. If the amalgamation is con- 
summated a great school for post-graduate 
medical work will be established at the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, The present students 
of the “ Medioo-Ohi " would be transferred to 
the University Medical School, as well as a 
number of members of the faculty. Some of 
the "Medico-Ohi" buildings together with 
large ^detitions would become the headquarters 
for the postgraduate schooL 

The work of grading the ground for the neW 
me(Bcal school building of the University of 
Oinoinnati directly opposite the Cincinnati 
General Hospital has begun. The school will 
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bo ready for occupancy in about a year and 
a half. The coet of the buildings will be 
about half a million dollars. 

The department of pharmacy of the Oregon 
Agricultural College has been notified of its 
acceptance as a member of the American Con- 
ference of Pharmaceutical Faculties. 

The will of the late Mr. George May, min- 
ing engineer and colliery proprietor, of Dar- 
lington, bequeaths £600 to the North of England 
Institute of Mining Engineers, the income to 
be applied in providing “ George May ” prizes 
for students, and 600Z. to Armstrong College, 
Newcastle, to found a “ George May scholar- 
ship in mining. 

PaoFfissoR Herbert Coupkr Wilson, of 
Carlton College, has been appointed visiting 
lecturer in astronomy^ at Harvard University. 
Marshal Fabyan has been promoted to be as- 
sistant professor of comparative pathology. 

DISCUSSION AND COMSSSFONDENCE 
PARABITES OF THE MUSKRAT 

In a recent number of the Journal of Pa/ra^ 
siiology} Professor Al. Mrfizek, professor of 
zoology, Bohemian University, Prague, called 
the attention of American helminthologists to 
the opportunity for study of the parasites of 
one of the most typical North American mam- 
mals. 

We announced in a recent number of Sci- 
ence^ the finding of a varied and abundant 
parasitic fauna in muskrats in Nebraska and 
called attention to the important, virgin and 
fertile nature of this field for the parasitologist 
and the need and value of a thorough survey 
of the parasitic fauna of our common North 
American animals. 

A study of the parasites of the muskrats, 
now practically completed, gives the following 
data. In forty-two muskrats, 861 parasites 
were found. No parasites were found in four 
muskrats, three harbored cestodes, trematodes 
and nematodes and three harbored a single 
species of trematode. The parasites found 
represent nine ^lecies of trematodes, of which 

1 10U, Vol. No. 8, p. 104. 

i 1018, VsL 8T, p. 060. 


three belong in the genus Bohinost&imm and 
one in each of the following genera, Echin 0 * 
paryphium, Notocotple, Catatropis, 
orchis, Eemisiomum, and a new genus 
Wardvus. Two species of cestodes were found 
belonging in the genera Hymenotopia and 
Anomotaenia and three species of nematodes, 
belonging in the genera Trichiurus, Tricho* 
strongyltLs and Capillaria. The description of 
these parasites is given in the June number of 
the Journal of Parasitology, Vol. 1, No. 4. 

Franklin D. Babkbr 

The TJnivebsitt or Nbbbaska 

THE CHEMICAL OOMPOSITIOK OF BORNTTB 

In Science for September 17, 1016, Professor 
Austin F. Rogers admirably summed up the 
evidence as to the composition of bomite, and 
concluded that the best explanation of the 
known facts is that the mineral consists of a 
solid solution of varying amounts of chalcocite, 
CujS, in a normal bomite, Cu,FeS,. The ob- 
ject of this note is to bring forward another 
possible interpretation. 

Since chalcocite is of common occurrence 
as inclusions in bomite the assumption that it 
may unite with the latter in solid solution is a 
reasonable one. But inclusions of chalcopyrite, 
CuFeSj, and even of pyrite, FeS,, are likewise 
frequently found, so it can not be denied that 
these minerals may also form solid solutions in 
the bomite. The clustering of analysis points 
in the diagram around Ou.FeS^ may then be 
accepted as evidence that [normal] bomite 
has the formula without excluding 

the possibility of solid solution, because the 
analyses lying in the diagram to the left of 
the Ou^FeS^ point may well be those which con- 
tain the chalcopyrite in solid solution, the ab- 
sence of analyses far to the left of the Ou,FeS, 
point indicating that this is the limit of solu- 
bility of chalcopyrite in bomite; Gu*FeS^ri- 
CuFeSa=i=!2CTi*FeS,. The entrance of pyrite 
in soHd solution would also account at least 
in part for those analyiMS lying above ti&e 
diagonal line, and it need not be assmned that 
they are emmeous. 

There is, however, anei^r way of es^daiiiing 
variability in composition of the type Aown 
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by boniite^ which has perhaps not reeeiTdd tibe 
attention from mineralogists it deserves. Are 
we certain that the absence of inclusions of 
such siae as to be visible under the microscope 
(in this case, the metallographic microscope) 
necessitates the hypothesis of the existence of 
solid solution at all? In metallographic study 
inclusions may be seen to vary more or less 
continuously from microscopically visible sizes 
down to the limit of microscopic visibility^ 
which lies in the general neighborhood of 
0.001 mm. in diameter. This lower limit is 
determined by the wave-length of light, and 
has no significauce as far as chemical mol* 
ecules are concerned. It can therefore not be 
expected that the variation in the size of in- 
clusions ceases at that particular point; in 
all probability they also occur of submicro* 
scopic size. Accordingly, as an alternative 
hypothesis to that of Professor Rogers the 
writer would suggest that the variability in 
the composition of bornite (normally Ou,FeSJ 
is due to the presence of submicroscop ic in- 
clusions of one or more of the minerals often 
occurring as visible inclusions in it, namely 
chalcocite, chalcopyrite and pyrite. 

Edgau T. Whkrht 

U. S. National Museum, 

Washington, E'. C. 

WIND GAPS 

Abe physiographers unconsciously predis- 
posed in favor of an explanation of topographic 
phenomena which possesses a dramatic ele- 
ment as against one which, though quite obvi- 
ous, involves only the operation of causes 
which are commonplace? 

An examination of the explanation given of 
the formation of wind gaps by writers of 
American text^books on physical geography 
and geology would seem to answer this question 
In the a&mative. 

All who treat this topic, so far aa I have been 
able to determine, explain wind gaps-^-^all of 
ahem— Hss deserted water gaps — vestigial strao. 
tures, as it were, inherited from a certain stage 
in a past cycle of erosion.^ 

t ealirimry and Atwood/ ^^Intorprstatien of 
tfopograpbio Maps/^ p. 51. Salisbury/ Atwood, 


In this explanation all these writers hark 
back to the original source, the monograph by 
Bailey Willis on The Northern Appalachians ** 
(American Book Ooznpany, 1896). It is true 
that the monograph itself refers to earlier 
sources — to the work of Davis and Hayes and 
OampbeU — but the constancy of reference by 
these text-book authors to Snickers Qap, cited 
in the monograph aa a type illustration of a 
wind gap, and the reproduction of the two 
diagrammatic maps, there first printed as illus- 
trations accompanying the explanation of 
same, indicate this monograph of Bailey Willis 
as the true source. 

It is not the purpose of this article to detract 
from the general admirable treatment of 
mountain structure contained in the above 
treatise. It is one of the American physio- 
graphic classics, replete with that wealth of 
imagery derived from human activity which 
so characterizes a writer on physiography of 
the school of Davis. In that monogra^ 
streams now “ leap and now “ loiter ” ; they 
“ ripple over gravel bars ” or “ linger between 
alluvial banks”; they commit “piracy” and 
“ conquer their neighbors.” 

It does seem to the writer, however, that a 
danger to scientific accuracy lurks in this 
imagery. An explanation that applies in the 
vast majority of instances is lost sight of be- 
cause prosaic. 

As a substitute, therefore, for the — ^behead- 
ing — diverting — reversing — stream processes, 
which must concur in the formation of every 
wind gap, it would seem, in the view of the 
writers of the above school of physiography, I 
would suggest the following : 

A wind gap in the vast majority of instances 
is simply a col in tlw top of the divide, 
notched by the retreat of the sources of two 

and Barrows, ‘ * Text-book on Physiography. ' ' Tan* 
and Martin, ^'Ck^llege Physiography/' p. 567. 
Tarr, *<New Physiography," p. 104. Hobbs, 

Barth Features and Their Meaning/' pp. 175, 
177. Dryer, "Lessons in Physical Geography/' 
p. 160. Bsni&erson, "Manual of Physical Geog- 
raphy." Trafton, "Laboratory and Field Exer- 
cises in Physical Geography," p, 19. Boott, "An 
Introduction to Geology/' p. 448. Ohamberlin 
and Saliabury, "Geology." Part I., p. 139. 
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BtteamB ■whioli have happened to head opposite 
each other. 

It is one of the commonest phenomena in a 
maturely dissected region, whether this be 
mountainous or simply a plateau. 

In the Blue Bidge Eegion covered by Har- 
pers Ferry sheet, there is nothing in the ar- 
rangement of the drainage or in the disposi- 
tion of the contours which would suggest that 
all of those wind gaps — Snickers, Ashby, 
Orampton, Turners and a number unnamed — 
might not be as satisfactorily explained in 
this way as by a diversion — reversion — 
and “ beheading '' process. To my mind, the 
simple notching process affords by far the 
better explanation, since it fits in with the 
general and notable characteristic of the topog- 
raphy which militates against the Willis 
theory. This is the total lack of that “barb- 
ing’’ arrangement in the tributaries of the 
streams alleged to have been reversed which 
would seem to be necessary as conclusive evi- 
dence that these wind gaps are corollaries re- 
sulting from cases of “ river piracy,’^ 

There is one line of evidence, namely, a 
progressive deepening of the wind gap notches 
in the Blue Bidge from the Water Gap of the 
Potomac at Harpers Ferry southward, which, 
if this were pronounced enough, might be 
alleged in support of the “Biver Capture 
Theory.” However, Professor Willis barely 
hints at this evidence in calling attention to 
Manassas Gap — the most remote from the 
Potomac water gap of the wind gaps in the 
Blue Bidge south of the Potomac as well as 
the deepest. 

The paragraphs from the Willis monograph 
which have become the sources of “ the accepted 
text-book theory of wind gap formation” are 
as follows: 

On the Klttatinny Plain many smaller streams 
flowed aerosB the ranges ; and they also, persisting 
in their courses during the upheaval, cut water 
gaps in the hard bede. But they could not de^n 
the gaps as rapidly aa did the great rivers, and 
the work of the amaller streams is now reprO' 
sented by the notches in the ridges high above the 
Shenandoah Plain. No atreams now flow through 
these little V’s: they are wind paps from which a 


rivulet descends on each side of the ridge. , . * 
The Potomac traverses the Blue Bidge at Harpers 
Ferry. South of this water gap are several wind 
gaps, such as Snickers Gap, which mark the chan- 
nels of ancient streams, now diverted. The 
Shenandoah Biver enters the Potomac above the 
water gap at Harpers Ferry, flowing northward 
along the western base of the Blue Bidge. The 
streams which passed through Snickers Gap and 
the other wind gaps ran above the present course 
of the Shenandoah, crossing it about at right 
angles. The two drainage systems could not exist 
at one time; therefore it is evident that the older 
one has been replaced by the younger river, the 
Shenandoah. This diversion took place by the 
gradual growth of the Shenandoah from its mouth 
southward. The Potomac, the large stream, cut its 
water gap faster than Snickers Gap was cut. The 
Young Shenandoah of the Kittatinny Plain, a 
small tributary of the Potomac where the mouth 
of the present Shenandoah is, acquired consider- 
able fall aa the Potomac deepened its gorge and 
sawed its channel down rapidly in the limestone, 
which offered no great resistance. But the stream 
in Snickers Gap, with perhaps less fall and not 
much greater volume than the Shenandoah, had to 
saw much harder ro(^ in crossing the Blue Bidge. 
Its channel remained high, therefore, as compared 
with that of the Shenandoah. The latter, extending 
its headwaters backward as a tree puts out new 
twigs, eventually tapped the channel of the other 
stream above Snickers Gap. The waters above the 
point of attack joined the Shenandoah; the section 
between the point of attack and Snickers Gap was 
reversed as the Shenandoah rapidly deepened the 
channel of Its new conquest ; and the lower portion 
of the stream, now called Beaverdam Creek, hav^ 
ing lost its original head waters, took its rise at 
Snickers Gap. Thus the ancient stream which once 
flowed through the g^ was divided into three sec- 
tions, the diverted, the inverted and the beheaded, 
while the Shenandoah, the diverter, was strength- 
ened. 

Thomas Jefferson, the only one of our presi- 
dents, except Roosevelt, who ever showed 
marked interest in science, also tried his hand 
at explaining topographic features of the Blue 
Ridge, It occurs in his notes <m Virs^nia 
written in 1781, and the passage is as foUowe: 

The passage of the Potomac through the Blue 
Bidge is perhaps one of the most stupendous 
scenes in nature. You stand on a very high point 
of land. On your right eomes up the Shenandoah, 
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haring ranged along the foot of the mountain an 
hundred miles to seek a vent. On your left ap- 
proaohos the Potomac^ in quest of a passage also. 
In the moment of their juncture they rush together 
against the mountain, rend it asunder and pass otf 
to the sea. 

The first glance of the scene hurries our senses 
into the opinion that the earth has l^een created in 
time, that mountains were formed first, that the 
rivers began to flow afterwards, that in this place 
particularly they have 'been dammed by the Blue 
Bidge Mountains, and have formed an ocean which 
filled the whole valley, that continuing to rise they 
have at length broken over at this spot and have 
torn the mountains down from the summit to the 
base. 

Probably in the whole realm of literature 
there does not exist a more striking illustra- 
tion of the cataclysmic point of view in at- 
tempting to explain geological phenomena 
than is expressed in the above passage, and it 
serves to illustrate how far in general in the 
scientific realm we have got away from the 
catastrophic ideas of Jefferson’s day, which 
antedate even somewhat those of Ouvier and 
Schlotheim; yet when one examines the litera- 
ture of modem physiography and sees the 
readiness with which “an uplifted and dis- 
sected peneplain ” is invoked to explain every 
even sky-line or approximate uniformity in 
heights of moTintain summits, while every 
peculiarity in drainage is accounted for as an 
inheritance from a past cycle of erosion, over- 
looking in many cases a simpler explanation 
involving only “processes now in operation^*; 
he wonders if there does not lurk therein some- 
what of the old catastrophism. 

Abthub M. Millsb 
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SCISI^TIFIC BOOKS 

Dor Nachwev$9 orgamscher Verldndungen, 
Augsgewihlte Beaktionen und Verfahren. 
By Br. L. Bosknthaleb. Verlag von Ferdi- 
nand Enko; Stuttgart 1914. 6X0*^ 

indies, Pp, xvii + l>0?0. 35.20 Harks 

bound. 

This work comprises the nineteenth and 
twentieth volumes of a series of monographs 
edited under the direction of Dr. B. M. Har- 


gosches, and published under the general title 
“ Die Obemische Analyse. Sammlong von 
Einzeldaretellungen auf dem Qebiete der 
ohemischen, techniscb- chemischen, und physi- 
kalisch-chemischen Analyse.” The earlier vol- 
umes are nearly all technical monographs deal- 
ing with the various phases of analytical 
chemistry. In the present volume, however, 
there has been gathered together an immense 
amount of general information for the organic 
chemist. 

Everywhere that chemistry is taught there 
are given courses in inorganic qualitative 
analysis and text-books and reference works 
dealing with the separation and identification 
of inorganic compounds are to be found in 
every chemist’s library. When, however, we 
pass into the realm of the carbon compounds 
we find that an entirely different situation ob- 
tains. There are but few texts or reference 
works dealing with the separation and identifi- 
cation of organic compounds, and it is a rare 
university that lists a course in qualitative or- 
ganic analysis. This volume by Dr. Kosen- 
thaler should, therefore, receive a liearty wel- 
come from the organic chemist and will un- 
doubtedly stimulate courses in the separation 
and identification of organic compounds. 

In the introductory chapter are given the 
various qualitative tests for carbon, hydrogen, 
nitrogen, the halogens, sulfur, phosphorus, 
arsenic, etc., following which, in succeeding 
chapters are considered hydrocarbons, alcohols, 
aldehydes, ketones, carbohydrates, phenols, 
acids, oxy-acids, aldehyde- and keto-acids, 
ethers, quinones, esters, halogen derivatives, 
nitro derivatives, nitriles and iso-nitriles, acid 
amides, amines, aromatic hydrazines, azo and 
diazo compounds, acid derivatives of organic 
bases, heterocyclic bases, amino acids, poly- 
peptides, organic sulphur compounds, organic 
arsenic compounds, alkaloids, resin acids, tan- 
nins, glncosidea, saponines, pigments, proteins, 
enzymes and tox-albumens. 

Boseaihaler^s scheme of analysis is to first 
of all determine to which group or groups of 
compounds the unknown belongs. In order to 
do this the characteristic reactions of each 
class mentioned above are given very explicitly. 
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Then, foUovrlng the claes reactions, ere the 
more common individual compounds, listing 
in each instance the physical and physiological 
properties of the compound, the methods for 
its preparation, the characteristics of its im* 
portant compounds and derivatives, following 
which are methods for its identification, and 
in many instances methods for its separation 
from other compounds as well as its quantita- 
tive estimation. In all there are considerably 
over 2,600 organic compounds considered in 
greater or less detail. 

The volume closes with a chapter on the 
preparation of the necessary reagents, followed 
by a, table of melting points arranged in as- 
cending order, this being in turn followed by 
a boiling point table similarly arranged. The 
arrangement of the index is decidedly novel. 
The index of compounds is in tabular form, 
giving the name of the compound, the page 
citation, the formula^ the mdeculor weight 
and the percentage composition. The volume 
is concluded by an author index to the numer- 
ous literature citations. 

Organic chemists have long felt the need of 
such a work, and it will, I am sure, find a 
hearty welcome. The identification of an or- 
ganic compound should be relatively simple 
if this reference work is used as a supplement 
to Beilstein and Eichter's '^Lexikon.” It is 
likewise admirably adapted for use as a text 
in a course of qualitative organic analysis. 

Ross AiKEIT Gk)RTNBB 

Molecular Association. By W. E. S. Turner. 
London and New Tork: Longmans, Green 
and Oo. 1915. 'Pp. viii + 170. Cloth, 
$1.40 net. 

This is a further contribution to the series 
of monographs on inorganic and physical 
chemistry edited by Alexander Findlay. Dr. 
Turner, with the cooperation of a number of 
his students, has prepared a praiseworthy con- 
tribution to this excellent series of publioa- 
tione. In the nine chapters of the book are 
given an introduction and a diacussion of 
molecular complexity in gases, dissolved sub- 
stances, and the liquid state. Special atten- 
tion is given to “ the influence of the solvent ” 


in the case of solutions, also to surfaoe ten* 
sign, and other methods of measuring molec- 
ular complexity of liquids, to the molecular 
complexity of water and the theory of dynamic 
allotropy. The selection and use of molecular 
formules, molecular association and physical 
properties, and molecular association and 
chemical combination are the subjects of the 
last three chapters, A long and fairly com- 
plete list of references to original literature 
is given at the end of the book. The appendix 
contains in tabular form a summary up-to- 
date of work done on the molecular complex- 
ity of dissolved substances. Here also refer- 
ences to original publications are added. 

The author evidently regards the various 
molecular weight determinations in solutions 
as indicative of the actual molecular weights 
of the dissolved substances, and does not con- 
sider that the "abnormally" high or low 
molecular weights so frequently observed may 
quite as well be explained by a species of 
chemical union between solvent and dissolved 
substance. Thus it is not surprising that the 
entire subject of ** molecular association and 
chemical combination” should have received 
only a step-motherly treatment, but five pages 
of the monograph being devoted to it 

The book is a compilation and not an orig- 
inal contribution. It will doubtless be useful 
to the advanced student of physical chemis- 
try, who has thus brought before him in avail- 
able and readable form the essence of the 
various important contributions on the sub- 
ject treated. The author is clearly an en- 
thusiast over the molecular theory, and the 
student can not but get some of this en- 
thusiasm in perusing the monograph. Hay 
this result in further experimentation that 
shall bring to light more useful knowledge 
and a better conception of the act of solution 
as related to chemical combination, on the 
one hand, and the forces of cohesion and ad- 
hesion, on the other hand. 

The book is printed on good paper, the typog- 
raphy is excellent, the cuts are well executed, 
but the binding is unattractive, cheap and not 
duraUe in form. 

Louts EaHZiRNBlM 
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SPECIAL AMTICLE8 

ON THE OOSmCIENT OF OOREEtATION AS A 
MEASUHE OF RELATIONEHTP 

The theory of correlation deals with the rela- 
tionship between variable quantities in the case 
where that relationship lies somewhere be- 
tween functional dependence and complete 
iudependenoe. In the case of normal corre- 
lation for two variables a certain quantity r, 
which is zero for complete independence and 
dtz 1 for functional dependence, plays an impor- 
tant role. The formula for fj in terms of n 
observed pairs of values of two variables x and 
is 

I sen 

(x( — X6) (&< — ye) 

«= tl 

i (xi — xo)* • i ivi - yo)* 

Issl iBsl 

where is the mean of the x-values and y# the 
mean of the y-values.^ This formula has also 
been given an interpretation for the case of 
skew correlation® which makes r an important 
quantity in many instances of such correlation. 

The quantity r is usually termed the coeffi- 
cient of correlation and is said to measure the 
amount of correlation between the variables 
X and y. This latter statement is too vague as 
it stands for scientific procedure, so it is de- 
sirable to state more precisely what is meant 
by it. In the case of normal correlation r has 
been shown to have the following significance:* 
if we take the mean of all the y’s corresponding 
to a given value of x, then the deviation of 
this mean from the mean of all the y's, divided 
by the standard deviation of the y's, is equal 
to r times the deviation of tlie given x- value 
from the mean of all the a?’s, divided by the 

^Cf, Pearson, ‘ * Begression, Heredity and Pan- 
mixia,*' PMlosopMml Transactions of Moyal 
Bpoiotp, 157 A (1826); also Bravais, “Analyse 
mathitoatique ear les probability dee erreurs de 
situation d*im point,’* A^ddmie des Sciences: 
Mtooiiies pTdsenty par divers savants, Ser. 2, Vol. 
9 (1845). 

*Cf. “On the Significance of Bravais ’s 
Fonnulft for Begresskm, etc., in the Case of Shew 
Correlation,’* Pracesdingt of the Boyol fiFoeiety, 
Vol. «a (1897). 

» C/. Pearson, U c, 


standard deviation of the x’s. Thus r may be 
said to measure the tendency of a given devia- 
tion from tiie mean in one of the variables to 
be associated with an average deviation from 
the mean of corresponding magnitude in the 
other variable. 

It is clear that the vahie of r throws much 
light on the relationship between two variable 
quantities in the case of normal correlation. 
It is not apparent, however, that it gives us 
in every instance the information we are most 
interested in obtaining, and it will be shown 
in what follows, that in certain cases of inter- 
est in the applications of the theory of corre- 
lation it will not necessarily give it. 

The formula (1) is well adapted to the com- 
putation of r from observed values of x and y. 
For our purposes, however, we need a formula 
which exhibits r as a function of the under- 
lying variable quantities that determine x and 
y and the relationship between them. We shall 
now proceed to obtain such a fonnula on the 
basis of assumptions similar to those that 
Pearson used in his derivation of (1)> 

Let 

^2^ ^ = ) «m)f 

y ~ /■(*!» ‘ ) I 

where the e^s arc independent variables that 
follow a Gaussian distribution, and the are 
analytic functions. If we expand the right- 
hand members of (2) about the mean values 
of the c’s and neglect higher powers than the 
first,® we have 

' ^ y — y<i = + (hsV2 -f • • • 4“ a*mVm> 

where the y/s are deviations of the from 
their mean values and and y^ are mean 
values of x and y, respectively. 

Since the c^s are independent variables fol- 
lowing a Gaussian distribution, we have 

♦ L. 0. 

5 Pearson assumes that the variations of the « ’e 
from their mean values are email in comparison 
with those values, in order to justify the dropping 
of higher powers. It is more general to assume 
merely that for the range of values of the s’s con- 
sidered, the /’s are sufficiently good approxima- 
tioat to linear functions to warrant the neglect of 
higher powers. 
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where 


vain 


5 * 0 

T «1 


(t + j)l 


(fii\ (n*”, nn* 


are n pairs of values of rfi and lyy. Hence, sub- 
stituting^ in (1) the values of (a? — x^) and 
(y — t/o) given by (8), we obtain 


(4) 


4 as I 


v: 


'J»in tmm 

2 ■ S aii%* 

isel 


where the s’s are the standard deviations of 
the e^s. The formula (4) for r is well adapted 
to the discussion of the oonneotion between 
the value of r and the relationship between 
X and y* We shall use it first to show that 
tmder certain conditions r will not furnish a 
satisfactory measure of the particular form 
of relationship in which we are interested. 

Consider, for example, the use of correlation 
in educational investigations. A value for r is 
computed from the performances of a group 
of persons in two fields of mental activity, 
such as two school subjects, and the closeness 
of relationship between the two fields or sub- 
jects is discussed on the basis of this value. 
It is clear that the value of r is a good measure 
of the tendency of the members of the group 
having a given deviation from the mean ability 
of the whole group in one field, to have an 
average deviation of corresponding magnitude 
from the mean ability of the whole group in the 
other field. It is certainly useful to be able to 
measure such a tendency, but there is some- 
thing else which it is more useful from the 
educational standpoint to be able to measure. 
Suppose the average ability of the whole 
group in one field is increased a certain 
amount by training in that field, and this in 
turn causes a certain increase in the average 
ability of the whole group in the other field. 
The ratio of this latter increase to the former, 
when each is measured in terms of the stand- 
ard deviation of the group in the correspond- 
ing fidd, is a very important quantity in edu- 
cational investigations; it is vital for example 
in the discussion of such questions as disci- 
plinary values. 


We will now proceed to show that under cer- 
tain conditions this ratio may be much greater 
than r. Since ability in any complicated field 
of mental activity like a school subject may 
be regarded as a function of a great many ele- 
mentary abilities, the abilities z and y in two 
subjects may be represented as in equation (2). 
If we expand about the mean values of the c’s 
at any given time and neglect higher powers 
than the first,* we get equations of the type (8). 

Since ability in each of the two subjects will 
in general depend on certain elementary abil- 
ities not involved in the other, we shall con- 
sider a case where certain of the a's in the first 
equation in (3) are zero and certain of the a’e 
in the second equation are zero. Let us sup- 
pose then that 

0,1 =i = • • • = Oip = 0, 

m - p + 1 Cij m - p ♦ » “ • • • ^ = 0» 

and let us suppose further that 

c/, ,,+1 ■« ay, p+i » ■ • • • a/, w-p *» a > 0 

0 -L 2), 

Cl, i»-p+i “ Oi, «*•*»• CtM " lOOfl, 

" On • om - • • • - o*p * 100a, 

« a, • . . . « aj, w 

, m « 902p. 

If by training in one subject the average 
ability of a group of persona in that subjeot is 
increased a certain amount, it is reasonable to 
suppose that this increase has been uniformly 
distributed in the way of corresponding in- 
creases in each of the elementary abilities in- 
volved in that subject Since from (6) the 
standard deviations of the elementary abilities 
are all equal in the present case, a uniform 
distribution of the increase would imply an 
equal increase in each elementary ability- We 
will assume then that after training in the 
subject, the mean value of each c of which af 
is a function is increased by a quantity S. 
Since the ifs occurring on the right-hand side 
of the first equation in (8) are deviations from 
the original means of the c’s, the mean value 
of each of them will now be 8 instead of aera 
* In the present instance we neglect higher pow- 
ers on the assumption that ability in the given sab- 
jeot is approximatdy a weighted mean of the ele- 
mentary abiliUes on which it depends. 
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Bfince, in view of (5) and (6), the mean value 
of SB wiU be 

(7) */ = jc« + IjOOO p o 9. 

Similarly the mesui value of y after the in- 
crease in the average value of the cs involved 
in Xf the involved in y but not in x remain- 
ing constant, will be 

(8) Vo' = yo -f SOO p a 9. 

Therefore, since the standard deviations of x 
and y, Sg and are equal, 

(9) 

®ir / 

It is apparent from (9) that in this instance 
a certain increase in the average ability x 
will be accompanied by an increase almost as 
great in the average ability p. 

If r is to be considered in all cases a reliable 
measure of the closeness of relationship be- 
tween two fields of mental activity, it ought to 
be approximately equal to tbe ratio in (9). 
Let us see what its value actually is* Making 
use of equations (4), (6) and (6), we get 

^ 900po* 

<10) -V(S)^“a*Tl()rc^^ 

« 0.08 approximately. 
We have dealt here with a special case, but 
it is easy to see from the above discussion that 
in many other cases we would have discrep- 
ancies of the same sort. Hence it is apparent 
that it is not safe to assume ofi-hand that r is 
always the best measure of tlie relationship 
between two fields of mental activity. It may 
be a very poor measure of the form of rela- 
tionship in which we are interested.^ 

The question naturally arises, under what 
conditions will r be a good approximation to 
V ^ We have restricted ourselves in the foregoing 
discussion to the case of relationship between dif- 
ferent fields of numtid activity. The mathematical 
part of the disouasion, however, will undoubtedly 
have a bearing on many applications of the theory 
of correlation. If for any two variables x and y, 
the a’s of equation (3) satisfy the conditions of 
our special case, tbe ratio of ^e eozninon factors 
involved in the variation of m and y to all the fac- 
tors, wiU, for each variable, be 0.9. Hence r, which 
is given by (10), will not be a good measure of the 
okrivaaess of relationship between tbe two variable 
quanUtiae. 


the value of the ratio in (9) ? It is the pur- 
pose of the rest of this paper to obtain certain 
sufficient conditions that this will be the case. 
It is very easy to see that if all the a*s of equa- 
tion (3) which are not zero are equal to each 
other in absolute value, and furthermore if 
the standard deviations of the «’s are aU equal 
to each other, r will be exactly equal to the 
ratio in (9). This leads one to suspect that 
if these conditions axe fulfilled to a sufficient 
degree of approximation, r will not differ very 
much from this ratio. 

In discussing the general case there are 
really two ratios of the type (9) to be con- 
sidered, according as the training has been in 
the field corresponding to s; or in the field 
corresponding to y. In the special case dis- 
cussed above these two ratios were identical, 
so we only considered one of them. Under the 
hypotheses we shall make in what follows, the 
discussion for one ratio is practically the 
same as the discussion for the other, so here 
too we shall only consider one of them. 

We will investigate first the case where all 
the a's on the right-hand side of the equations 
in (3) are positive or zero. It is apparent that 
there is no loss of generality in supposing that 
the a’s which are zero in the first equation are 
the a’s of the first p terms and the a’s which 
are zero in the second equation arc the a’s of 
the last q terms. In particular p, or q, or both 
of them, might be zero. 

Since the standard deviations of the c's in- 
volved in X are no longer necessarily equal to 
each other, a uniform distribution over tliese 
c’s of an increase in x would result in an in- 
crease in each « proportional to its standard 
deviation. Let us suppose then that after 
training in the field corresponding to x the 
mean value of each involved in x has been 
increased by on amount Eepresenting as 
before by xj the mean value of x after the in- 
crease in the e's we have 

(11) — Xo ** S 

Similarly, if p/ represents the mean value of y 
after the increase in the c’s, we have 

«*am— igr 

(12) W - y. - S 
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Hence we have 

/} = V ”' ~ v° / g»' - ^0 

twffi— 

(13) S 0,»s, 

as 

vzEtn 

% O]«8o 

flistjjf I 


I vnm 

\ S ai,*^ 

^ Pmp+l 

v 2 04.*' 


3Let us now suppose that two positive quan- 
tities Or and «, and a positive quantity P < 1> 
eadet, such that 

a(l-p)^aH^a(l+p) (i = p+l,p+2, 

(14) a(l-p)^ 03 i^a(l-hp) (i“l, 2, 

^«(l+p) (i-1, 2, 

It follows readily from (13) and (14) that 




^l(m - p) (m - q) 


< ( y 7 ? ^ 

\ i - p / V(m — p) (m — q) 
Similarly from (4) and (14) we have 


( L" f y _ .. < 

V 1 + p / V(wt — p) (w — q) 

\ 1 - p / 


w " P - 7 
V(m - p) (w'- g) 


We might obtain still narrower limits for 
the values of E and r than those given in (16) 
and (10). It is apparent from the limits ob- 
tained, however, that if P is sufficiently small, 
T will furnish a good approximation to the 
value of E, 


We will now consider the case where some 
of the a’s on the right-hand side of the equa- 
tions in (3) are negative. Let us suppose that 
the first A of the (m — p — q) that appear 
in both equations have coefficients of the same 
sign in the two equations, and that the re- 
mainder, p, in number, have coefficients of 
opposite signs. Obviously, an increase in x 
that is uniformly distributed with regard to 
the c*s involved in x, wiU’'be accompanied by a 
decrease in those for which the correspond- 
ing qs have negative coefficients in the first 
equation in (8) ; also an increase in an 
having a negative coefficient in the second 
equation will cause a corresponding decrease 
in the value of y. Hence we have for the 
ratio in (9) 


R 

(17) 


Vf> *” i/o 



S* 


v^p-f.A 7 

S I I “ S ,1 o»* I 

BMsp+i f 1 

vsm 

S I Ai* [ Sf 

vn>j>+l 



Let us now suppose that the a*8 and the s’s 
satisfy equations of the type (14), i, 6,, equa- 
tions obtained by replacing the a's in those 
equations by their absolute values. Then it is 
easy to see that if A > p, and P is sufficiently 
small, 

x-p ^ (1+ P*)(1 - p)^ 

V(m — pKm — q) (1 "h 

^ 2^+m) . P(i^" pL’ < 

V (m — p) (m — q) (1 "b 

(18) 

< ^ _ . (l+p*)( l+p)» 

V (m ^ p) (m — q) (1 “ p)* 

. 2(X H- ju) p(Lll.^l 

(m — p) (m — q) U p)* 

Furthermore, in view of (4), we have for r 


X — M 1 + 8p* + P* 

^(w - p) (m — g) (1 + P)^ 

4(X + m) p (l-f P°) 

^ 1 -f op p -f p* 

V^(to — p) (m — q) (1 ■“ P)^ 

, p(l + pP) 

V (w — pkwi — q) "" p)* 


The corresponding inequalities for the coses 
where As/x are easily obtained* It follows 
from (18) and (19) or the corresponding in- 
equalities, that f will be a good approxiination 
to .S if P is sufficiently small. 

The case where all the a’s on the right-hand 
side of (3) that are not zero, are negative, 
does not seem to have any great intereat in 
connection with the applications discuilsed in 
this paper^ In any event the treatment of that 
case presents no new difficulties, so we diatl 
not consider it here. 
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This pftper makss no pretense of being an 
ezhauatire treatment of the subject under 
consideration. Its main object has been to 
point out as briefly as possible the danger of 
assuming that the coeflcient of correlation is 
neocasarily a satisfactory measure of all forms 
of relationship between two variable quantities, 
and at the same time to suggest a method of 
attack for determining in what way a partic- 
ular relationship depends on the value of this 
coefficient. Charlks N. Mck)re 

tlNivifiaeiTY or Cincinnati 

AN ABEREANT EOOLOOIOAL FORM OP UNIO 
COMPLANATU9 DILLWYN 

The variety of Unto oomplanaiua Dillw. 
which is here described was found at Songo 
Pond, about three miles south of Bethel, Me. 
The specimens from which it is described were 
collected in August, 1913. The pond is a 
headwater of the Crooked River, one of the 
larger tributaries of the Presumpscot. It lies 
in a glacial scoop in alluvial sand, and 
is fed by springs mainly. A small brook a 
mile long enters it also. The country rock is 
a granitic gneiss of the eastern range of 
Montalban gneisses, and the intrusive granites 
scattered here and there are of the same min^ 
eralogy. There is no limy rock in any form 
within many miles, a fact which will account 
for the peculiar structure of the shell. The 
specimens were picked up on a very gently 
sloping beach of round-grained sand, along the 
western shore of the pond, and in about two 
feet of water. The pond is about a mile and a 
quarter long, from north to south, and aver- 
ages a quarter of a mile in width. 

So far as I can determine, the soft parts of 
the animal are in every way normal for the 
species. The aberrancy occurs in the valves, 
and is in structure and in shape. 

The largest of my specimens, and the largest 
I have seen in the course of eight summers’ pick- 
ing, measures two and three quarters by one 
and a half inches over all. The greatest thick- 
ness, from umbo to umbo, is three quarters of 
an inch. The following features are normal; 
hinge size and place, umbo size, place and 
shape, lateral and pseudooardinal teeth size 
and shape, scars, pallial line, and sculpture. 


Epidermis is of normal color, but thicker than 
usual, and overlaps the edge of the hard part 
of the shell up to 3/82 of an inch, being most 
extended at the siphonal region and along the 
anterior part of the ventral edge in many speci- 
mens. 

The shape of the shell is almost identical 
with that of Anodonta marginata Say, being 
roughly rhomboidal. It does not resemble tlie 
specimens of Unto complanatua from other 
regions in the American Museum at New 
York, in this respect. From the posterior end 
of the hinge, the dorsal edge slopes ventrally, 
straight, at an angle between 35 and 40 de- 
grees from the line of the hinge. This por- 
tion of the edge is nearly straight and about 
as long as the hinge. It rounds oil into the 
small semicircle of the posterior end. In ma- 
ture specimens there may be a slight flatten- 
ing of the posterior end at the point where the 
mantle forms a pair of siphons by its folding 
and coherence, but this is not constant and 1 
find it only in the largest specimens. The 
ventral edge is not a uniform curve, but ap- 
proaches more or less to three straight lines, 
equal in length, each making an angle of 
about ten degrees with the line continuing the 
edge beyond it. The anterior end has the 
usual graceful elliptical outline, forming a 
large curve from hinge to ventral edge. 

There arc no rays visible on any of my 
specimens. 

The most peculiar feature of the shell is the 
exceedingly small amount of mineral matter 
in it. When fresh the shells are homy and 
somewhat flexible, not unlike two layers of 
parchment pasted together, in texture. Alco- 
holic material and fresh are alike easily cut 
with a small shears, and there is no cracking. 
The thin nacreous layer breaks into small 
angular chunks, which adhere to the epidermis, 
I found only the faintest traces of a prismatic 
layer, in the largest specimens. Smaller ones 
fail entirely to show it. In my largest speci- 
mens there is at the umbo a larger amount of 
mineral matter, but even here it is hardly more 
in amount than at the margin in the normal 
shell of this species. The epidermis seems to 
me to be nearly twice as thick as in the normal 
type. In many specimens I found grains of 
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Band imbedded in the outer part of the epi- 
dermis, and apparently thoroughly encased. 

This feature is quite obviously the result of 
the nature of the water in which the shells 
grew. There is no lime to be had save what 
little weathers out of the felspar of the coun- 
try rocks; as these are largely soda felspars, 
this amount is indeed small. 

If this be a variety worthy of a name, I 
would suggest that it be called Unio com* 
planatus var. matnenns. It soems to be a 
form native to the granitic region of New 
England, and so far as I know is found 
mainly in western Maine. It is common 
throughout the ponds and lakes of Oxford 
county in that state. Since 1909 it has become 
so plentiful in Songo Pond that one can pick 
up ten dozen in half a hour, within three hun- 
dred feet along the beach. I have been in the 
habit of gathering it to boil for eating: it is 
quite palatable if cooked just the right time 
and with much salt 

My thanks are due to Dr. L, P. Gratacap, of 
the American Museum of Natural History, for 
aid in determining the shells, and to Professor 
r. Loomis, of Amherst College, for suggest- 
ing that the variety might be of general 
interest. Stephbk Q. Eioh 

Ithaca, N. T. 


THE AMEMICAN THTTOFATEOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY 

A BPEOiAL MEETiKQ of the American Phy- 
topathological Society and its Pacific Division, 
was held at the University of California, from 
August 3 to 5. Addresses of welcome were 
delivered by Dr. Herbert J. Webber, director 
of the Citrus Experiment Station and Dean 
of the Graduate School of Tropical Agricul- 
ture, Riverside, California, and Professor B. 
E. Smith, president of the Pacific Division of 
the society. 

Dr, Haven Metcalf responded for the so- 
ciety. 

The following program was presented: 
Intemaiiondl Pkpiopaihology : Otto Appel, 
Dablem, near Berlin, Germany. (Read by 
Dr, 0. L. Shbae. This will be published in 
full in Phytopathology.) 


Pyihiacystia Infection of Dodduo^ua Hurecry 
Stocle: E, H. Smith, University of Oali- 
fomia, Berkeley, Calif. 

A dieback of young deciduous trees, which 
occurred extensively in northern Oallfomia 
the past two seasons, has been traced to a spe- 
cies of Pyihiacystis, morphologically identical 
with F. ciirophthora. Most of the root stock 
is apparently immune, hut above the bud the 
bark is infected in one to several cankers, 
which often girdle the tree and kill back the 
whole top. Profuse gumming occurs. The 
fungus has been isolated from peach, almond, 
pear and plum, and the disease produced by in- 
oculation in apple, pear, peach, almond, apri- 
cot, prune and cherry, all from one-year-old 
stock. Similar cankers have been produced 
by inoculation with F. citrophthora isolated 
from lemon fruit. A pythiaoeous fungus has 
been twice isolated from almond cankers and 
successfully inoculated into almond, which 
readily develops an oospore stage. This has 
different characters of growth from the orig- 
inal strain, and a less degree of pathogenicity, 
but may ultimately be placed in the same spe- 
cies. 

Two Eaatem Forest Diseases which Threaten 
the Pacific States: Haven Metcalf, U. S. 
D. A., Washington, D. 0. (with lantern). 
The speaker exhibited lantern slides and 
specimens of the chestnut-bark disease 
{Endothia parasitica) and the white-pine 
blister rust {Oronartium rihicola). The 
danger which these diseases present to the cul- 
tivated chestnut of the Pacific states and to 
the native stand of five-leaf pines was indi- 
cated. Especially to be considered is the 
danger to the very valuable species Pima 
lamlertiana and F. monticola. The speaker 
advocated rigid state quarantines against nur- 
sery stock of the genus Oastania, the 5-leaf 
species of pines, and the genus Eibsa. 

Beet Blight: R, E. Smith, University of Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley, Calif. 

Specimens of diseased beets were exhibited 
and the methods being emi>loyed In tl^ study 
of the disease were explained and iQusttni^ 
The structure of the diseased beets was die* 
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ousaed end oertaia peouliaritiea were deeoribed* 
Possible connect ioa with certain bacteria was 
suggested and the nature and difficulties of 
the problem concerned were discussed. In the 
discussion which followed the paper Director 
Ball, of Utah, and a number of others gave 
their views on certain phases of the problem, 
especially with regard to the relation of the 
disease to insects. Mr. August Boncquet, of 
Spreckels, California, gave support to the sug- 
gestion that only insects which have been in 
contact with diseased beets are capable of 
transmitting the disease. 

Forest Pathology : E. P. Meinecke, TJ. 8. D. A., 
San Francisco. 

A number of forest diseases were ezbibited, 
including interesting and important rusts and 
mistletoes. Several new hosts were shown in 
the collection, and important but hitherto not 
well-known forms were included in the demon- 
stration. 

Northwestern Apple Anihracnose: H. S. Jack- 
son, Corvallis, Oregon, 

Specimens were shown of the disease in 
various forms, and the technical phases, par- 
ticularly culture work and cross inoculations 
with the different spore forms, were discussed 
and the economic status of the disease briefly 
indicated. 

The second session was held in the labora- 
tory of plant pathology Thursday morning, 
August 5, at 9 :80. 

Apple Mildew: W. S. Ballard, TJ. S. D. A., 
Watsonville, Calif, 

The nature of this disease was explained 
briefly, and an account of the history of the 
efforts which have been made to discover effec- 
tive control measures was given. Use of col- 
loidal sulphur, prepared by dissolving sulphur 
in melted resin, grinding and putting into am- 
monia water, was described. The difficulties 
involved in the use of sulphur in the California 
coast districts on account of the danger of in- 
jury to the trees were discussed and the rea- 
sons for the use of unusuaUy dilute spray 
formulas were moitioned. 

Mgithd L$af of Oitrvs Speeies: J. T. Bab- 
EBTT, Jliverside, Calif. 


Professor Barrett reviewed the main fea- 
tures of this disease and showed typical speci- 
mens. No epeciflo cause has been discovered 
and the disease is still classed as a non-pora- 
sitic disease. The diseased leaves contain more 
starch than normally on account of defective 
translocation, and apparently also an excess 
of nitrogen. Some relation appears to have 
been discovered between fertilization with ni- 
trate of soda without the addition of vegetable 
material and mottled leaf, but it was pointed 
out that this is probably not a direct effect of 
the materials used, but of the soil condition 
produced, since in plots in which liberal use 
had been made of the vegetable material the 
disease has not appeared. The disease is be- 
ing studied at Kiverside from all possible 
points of view and is being treated as a sta- 
tion problem and not exclusively by any one 
department. The possibility of an infectious 
chlorosis is also being investigated. In the 
discussion Professor F. S. Earle pointed out 
that there are probably two distinct types of 
mottled leaf in Cuba and the Isle of Pines, 
arising from what is probably a speciflo dis- 
ease of the small roots and from general un- 
favorable soil conditions. 

Bacterial Canker of Cherry and Filbert Die- 
ease: H. P. Barss, Corvallis, Oregon. 

Griffin showed the bacterial origin of the 
bud blight in cherries. The identity of cause 
for bud blight and body canker was shown by 
the speaker by means of inoculations made in 
the fall. Inoculations at other seasons were 
not suceessfuL The disease is most destruc- 
tive during the first seven or eight years of 
the life of the tree. It is now largely con- 
trolled by planting Mazard apricot, prune and 
Simone plum. 

The filbert disease is also caused by bacteria, 
being in this case a yellow organism similar 
to the walnut blight bacterium. A leaf spat- 
ting and killing of twigs are produced and 
cankers are formed, succulent tissue being sus- 
ceptible. 

CfownRoi of Fruit Trees: Eistologiodl Stud- 
ies: J. Q. Gbossenbaoheb, U. 8, D, A., 
Washington, D. 0. (Read by title.) 
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Some New and Old Methods in Plant Pathol- 
ogy: J, Fhankuk Collins, tJ. S. D. A., 
Washington, D. C, (Read by title.) 

Citrus Qummosis and Melaxuma: H. S. Faw- 
cett, Whittier, Cal. 

These diseases were illustrated by means of 
lantern slides and brief explanations, together 
with a set of specimens and photographic en- 
largements in the laboratory. The former is 
caused by the fungus Pyihiacysiis citrophthora 
S. and S., and the latter by a fungus which is 
probably a Dothiorella, 

Fruit Stain and Wither Tip of Citrus: J. T. 
Barrett, Riverside, Cal. 

Effects of the fungus Colleiotrichum gloeo- 
sporioides were illustrated on twigs and fruit. 
Dr. Barrett stated that he did not yet have 
evidence that the fungus is capable of infecting 
thoroughly sound and healthy tissue of leaves 
and twigs, but infection of the fruit through 
germination from appreasoria, killing small 
areas of rind, and later development of the 
fungus cause serious fruit rotting in addition 
to the tear-stain marks upon the surface. 
Observations on Prune Bust (PuccirUa Pmnir 
spinosm Pers,) in Southern California: J. T. 
Barrett, Riverside, Cah 
This fungus has become serious at times in 
southern California on apricots and peaches. 
The characteristic spots and injury to the 
orchard by defoliation were shown by lantern 
slides. In some cases early fall pruning has 
stimulated fall growth in which foliage re- 
mains alive through the winter and rust devel- 
oped in this has caused early spring infection 
with very detrimental effects to the orchards. 
Coryneum Fruit Spot of Apricots: J. T. Bar- 
rett, Riverside, Cal. 

Characteristic spotting was illustrated by 
lantern slides. This disease is not of so wide 
distribution in apricots as has been supposed. 
Accordingly, spraying operations carried out 
for this trouble have not given satisfaction in 
all cases. 

Walnut Blight and Crown Call: C. 0. Smith, 
Whittier, Oal. 

The symptoms of fhis disease were illustrated 
by means of lantern slides and specimens were 
shown in the laboratory. 


August 5, 2 F.M. The program waa oontiaued 
in the laboratory of plant pathology. 

Peridertnium Barknessii Moore, tvnd Oronar- 
tium Quercuum (Berlc.) ; F. P. MxiimOKB, 
U. S. D. A., San Francisco, Cal. 

The results of extensive observations on these 
rusts and inoculation experiments with the 
different spore forms were given. 

An Established Asiatic Oymnosporangium in 
Oregon: H. S. Jackson, Corvallis, Oregon. 
Results of careful studies and cross inocu- 
lations with a newly imported Gymnospo- 
rangium discovered on Oriental pears in Ore- 
gon were given. 

The Need of a Pure Culture Supply Laboratory 
for Plant Pathology in America; 0. L. 
Shear, U. S. D. A., Washington, D. 0. (To 
be published in full in the October number of 
Phytopathology 0 

Studies of the Bhizoctonia Disease of Potatoes: 
J. H. Corsaut, Corvallis, Oregon. 

On account of the seriousness of potato 
troubles due to Bhizoctonia in the state of 
Oregon, studies on this disease were under- 
taken. Affected plants and tubers were secured 
from different localities and a large number of 
different strains of the causal organism were 
isolated from sclerotia on the tubers, from 
sterile mycelium on the underground parts of 
the plant, from basidium-bearing mycelium, 
and from individual basidiospores. The cul- 
tural characters of these strains were similar, 
but showed some variation. A splendid devel- 
opment of the typical Corticium (Hypochnus) 
stage appeared on the steins of young plants 
grown in sterilized soils from sterilized seed 
pieces which had been inoculated wili pure cul- 
ture of the organisms isolated from sclerotia, 
sterile mycelium, and single basidiospores. A 
number of different varieties of potatoes were 
inoculated with Bhizoctonia grown under sim- 
ilar conditions and the effects noted. Some 
varieties proved ^remely susceptihle, while 
others were rather strongly resistant It was 
also found that when grown on sterile raw 
plugs out from different varieties of potatoes 
the fungus developed rapidly en certain Taxi- 
etiea and but slowly oh others. By axtificial 
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means healthy jR^tsoc^ema-free potato plants 
were made to reproduce both the “ aerial 
potarto ” condition and the ** little potato con- 
dition, which are frequent consequencea of 
natural attacks of Rhizoeionia. These experi- 
ments indicate that the abnormal effects re- 
ferred to are purely secondary results of the 
Rhizocionia attack caused by interference with 
the norma] process of food storage in the 
plant. 

Studies of Blight of Fruit Trees: 

Q, B. PosETj Corvallis, Oregon. 

From blighted twigs of apricot, prune and 
pear there was isolated by different members of 
the staff of the dei>artment of botany and plant 
pathology of the Oregon Agricultural College 
during the season of 1913 a species of Monilia, 
apparently unlike, in cultural characters, the 
common “brown rot” fungus of the stone 
fruits (Sclerotinia cinerea Bon.), which is 
abundant in Oregon. An investigation of this 
blight-producing Monilia was undertaken. 
Over fifty strains were isolated and a compari- 
son made with over fifty strains of Bcleroiinia 
cinerea from Oregon and other parts of this 
country and with four strains of BcleroHnia 
fructigena secured from England. Culture 
studies on a great variety of artificial media, 
inoculations into various kinds of fruits, and 
inoculations upon the twigs of various kinds 
of fruit trees proved that this apparently un- 
recognised species of 3font7ta is entirely dis- 
tinct from the strains of 8* cinerea and 8. 
fructigena used for comparison. 

The investigation thus far has shown that 
this MonMia is apparently common in the 
Pacific Northwest Zt has been found on 
blighted blossoms, spurs and twigs, and some- 
times on mummied fruits of pear, quince, apri- 
cot, peach, prune, plum and cherry. It usually 
starts in the spring as a blossom blight and 
works back into the spurs and branches, where 
the progress of the fungus is checked as the 
season advances. Tender shoots are sometimes 
attaoked. Sporodoohia are formed on the af- 
fected parts during the same season and spores 
are produced Until late in the following spring. 
No ascosporio stage of the UonUia under dis- 
cussioti has as yet been found, although 


apothecia of the common 5. cinerea were col- 
lected abundantly on mummied fruits of apple, 
pear, prune, plum, peach, apricot and cherry. 
The investigation will be continued. 

A Podoaporiella Disease of Germinating 
Wheat: P. J, O'Gara, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
On examining a weak strain of wheat in Salt 
Lake Valley the trouble was traced back to the 
seed, the content of the kernels of which were 
found to have been largely consumed by a dark 
brown, septate mycelium, which did not appear 
on the surface. The seed coat was penetrated 
later by the fruiting stalks of the fungus, 
which was found to be a new species of Podo~ 
sporiella. The fungus is not considered to be 
a true parasite, since it does not attack the 
kernel till about the time of germination, and 
has never been found in the growing portions 
of the plant. The disease is found to be most 
prevalent in volunteer wheat, and where sev- 
eral crops had been grown with only surface 
cultivation. 

The Utilization of Certain Pentoses and Com- 
pounds of Pentoses hg Olomerella cingulata 
(Bionem,) S. and r. 8.: L. A. Hawkins, 
IT. S. D. A., Washington, D. 0, 

In the experiments an attempt was made to 
determine the effect of the apple bitter-rot 
fungus upon the pentose-containing compounds 
of the apple fruit, the relative value of certain 
pentoses and compounds of pentoses as sources 
of carbon for this fungus, and the effect of an 
aqueous extract of the fungus mycelium upon 
xylan. It was found that the fungus increased 
the alcohol-soluble pentosan content of the 
apple fruit, but decreased the total pentosan 
content. The fungus readily utilized either 
xylose, arabinose xylan or arabin as sources 
of carbon. The two pentoses were more favor- 
able sources of carbon than glucose. Aqueous 
extracts of the fungus mycelium when allowed 
to act on xylan produced xylose. It is evident 
that the fungus secretes an enzyme, which 
hydrolyzes xylan to xylose. 

ArmUlaria or Oah Fungus Disease in Oalu 
fornia* W. T. Hobne, University of Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley, Cal 

Cultures and specimens were exhibited and 
the action of the fungus briefly described. 
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There was considerable discussion of this im- 
portant disease by a number of those present. 

The sessions were presided over by I)r. 
Haven Metcalf in the absence of the president 
and vice-president of the American Phyto- 
pa thological Society, and Professor R. E. 
Smith, i^residcnt of the Pacific Division, and 
Professor H. S. Jackson, newly elected presi- 
dent of the Pacific Division, resi>octively. The 
attendance at these sessions varied from forty 
to fifty. 

Wodne.sday, August 4, was spent with the 
botanists at Stanford University, and the plant 
pathoh)j?istB joined the biologists in a dinner 
in ^an Francisco in the evening. 

Following the reading of Dr, Shear’s paper 
a motion was adopted directing the chairman 
to appoint a committee for the purpose of con- 
sidering the question of the establishment of a 
culture supply laboratory. C. L. Shear, chair- 
man, and L. R. Jones were appointed, with 
power to select a third member. 

In the intermission between the second and 
third sessions, a businoas meeting of the Pacific 
Division wag held, in which a report was made 
by the secretary-treasurer as to the activities 
of the society and its financial condition. 
Officers for the ensuing year were elected as 
follows: H. S. Jackson, president; J. T, Bar- 
rett, vice-president; W. T. Horne, secrotary- 
trcaaurer. Tlie question of afiiliation with the 
Pacific Division of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science was reported 
on and the matter of the next meeting was left 
until the next meeting of that society should be 
decided. Tlic matter of relation to the parent 
society was then taken up and the report of 
the joint committee was adopted. The adop- 
tion of this report changes the name of the 
local society to the American Phytopathological 
Society, Pacific Division, and also reestablishes 
the distinction originally made between asso- 
ciate axid active members, active members being 
those who are also members of the parent 
Bociety, O. L. Sheah, 

Secretary-Treasurer, 
W, T. Horne, 
Secretary-Treasurer, 
Pacific Division. 


THJS AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR TBR 
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, 

SECTION B, PHYSICS 

• 

The recent, August 2-7, California meetings of 
Section B of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science were pleasant and prof- 
itable in every particular. The programs for 
three days, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 
had been amply provided for by a special com- 
mittee of the Pacific ("oast Division, of which 
Professor Fernando Sanford was chairman. These 
sessions, presided over by V"ice-president Lewis 
were devoted to the presentation of rather full, 
invited papers and dsmonstrations on spectroscopy, 
high tension electric currents, and physics of the 
atmosphere. Friday *s meetings, at which many 
brief papers were presented, w'ere in charge of the 
American Physical Society, with President Mer- 
ritt presiding. 

All these meetings, however, wore regarded as 
joint meotings between Section B and the Physical 
Society. Abstracts of the papers presented there- 
fore will appear in the Physical Stsview, 

Wednesday's meetings were held at the Stanford 
University, and given over entirely to a ‘^Discus- 
sion and Demonstrations of High Potential Blec^ 
trie Currents*’ by Professor Harris J. Ityan. To 
say that these demonstrations, made in a building 
constructed especially for this purpose, were re- 
markable, is but to echo the statement of every one 
fortunate enough to see them. 

Blit not all the meetings were for the presenta- 
tion of scientific papers. Tuesday’s luncheon 
given by Professors Lewis, Haakell and Leuachner 
at the Faculty Club, University of California, 
Wednesday’s dinner at the Jules Caf^, San Fran- 
cisco, and Saturday’s excursion to the Lick Ob- 
servatory were some of the most important meet- 
ings of the entire week, important because they 
contributed, as scarcely anything else could have 
contributed, to the perpetuation of old friend- 
ahips and the beginning of new ones. 

The vote of thanks, therefore, extended at the 
last seasion to the Pacific Coast Committee, to the 
University of California, to the Stanford Univer- 
sity and ©specially to the phyaiciets of the two 
inatitutions for making these meetings of Section 
B and the Physical Society so thoroughly success- 
ful was amply deserved and most heartily given. 

W, J, Humphubts^ 
Secretary, Section B 
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THE IMPOSTANCS OF aBOGBAPHJCAL ES- 
SEABCSi^ 

This year, when the British Association 
is holding its meeting in times of the ut- 
most gravity, the changed conditions which 
have been brought about by this war must 
occupy the attention of oil the sections to 
a greater or less extent, and our attention 
is being called to many fields in which our 
activities have been less marked or more 
restricted than they might have been, and 
where more serious study is to be desired. 
The same introspection may be usefully 
exercised in geography, for although that 
branch of knowledge has undoubtedly ad- 
vanced in a remarkable degree during the 
last few decades, we have certainly allowed 
some parts of the subject to receive inade- 
quate attention as compared with others, 
and the necessity for more serious study of 
many of its problems is abundantly evi- 
dent. 

Nor is the present occasion ill adapted to 
such an examination of our position, for 
when the British Association last met in 
this city, now twenty-eight years ago, the 
president of this section, General Sir 
Charles Warren, urged in his address the 
importance of a full recognition of geog- 
raphy in education on the grounds that a 
thorough knowledge of it is required in 
every branch of life, and is nowhere more 
important than in diplomacy, politics and 
administration. 

Matters have certainly advanced greatly 
since that time, and a much fuller appreci- 

1 PiesidfiDtUl address to the Oeographiosl Sec- 
tion of the British Ajeociation, Manehester, Bep- 
tendw, 1916. 
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ation of geography now exists than that 
which formerly prevailed. At the time of 
the address to which I have referred the 
serious study of geography in this country 
was on the eve of important developments. 
The Council of the Royal Geographical So- 
ciety had for some time been urging the 
importance of geography being studied at 
the universities so that there should be an 
opportunity for advanced students to 
qualify themselves as scientific geographers 
by study and original research in the sub- 
ject. The time had arrived for this ideal 
to become an accomplished fact, and in the 
following year, 1888, a reader in geography 
was appointed at Oxford University, and 
a lectureship in the same subject was es- 
tablished at Cambridge. Since then the 
advance has been steady and continuous 
not only in the increased attention given to 
the subject, but also in the way in which 
it is treated. The earlier bald and unat- 
tractive statistical presentation of the sub- 
ject has now been almost everywhere re- 
placed by a more intelligent treatment of 
it, in which the influences of the various 
environments upon the life which inhabits 
a region are appreciated, and the responses 
to such influences are followed up. In- 
struction in the subject is given by those 
who have seriously studied it, who realize 
its importance, and who are in a position 
to train up new scientific workers in the 
field of geography. Though much remaiiu 
to be done, there should be now a steady 
output of geographical investigators capa- 
ble of providing an ever-increasing supply 
of carefully observed data, which they will 
have classified methodically and discussed 
critically, in order that these may be ntil- 
ized to form sound generalizations as to 
their relationships and sequence in accord- 
ance with the method which is employed in 
all scientific work. 

In order that we may see what advance 


has been made in the scientific study of 
geography in this country during the last 
quarter of a century, we must turn to the 
results that have been attained by the ac- 
tivity of geographical investigators who 
have devoted themsdves to the serious 
study of various phenomena, and the de- 
tailed investigation of particular regions. 
If we do so I think that we mnst admit that 
the number of original investigators in 
scientific geography who are extending its 
scope in this way is not so large as it might 
be, nor are we yet utilizing sufficiently all 
the material which is available to us. Any 
one who will examine the geographical ma- 
terial which has been published in any 
period which he may select for review will 
find that purely descriptive treatment still 
far outweighs the analytical treatment 
which alone can lead to definite advances 
in scientific geography. If pleasing de- 
scriptiom of this or that locality are sought 
for, they are for the most part to be found 
readily in the very large amount of such 
material that has been >imd is being pub- 
lished each year by residents, travelers and 
explorers; but if information is desired in 
the prosecution of a piece of geographioal 
research, we are cheeked by the laA of pre- 
cise details. Few of this class of descrip- 
tions are sufficiently definite to enable the 
necessary ooraparisons to be made between 
one locality and others which are similarly 
situated; thoroughly quantitative treat- 
ment is for the most part lacking, and 
while a pleasing picture is drawn which is 
probably true in character, it is usually 
inadequately furnished with those definite 
facts which the geographer requires. 

I propose, therefore, to examine a little 
more closely the question of geographical 
investigation and research in order to see 
where we stand and in what direction It 
behooves us to put forth our (mergies to the 
end that a branch of knowledge which is of 
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such importance shall rest upon that basis 
of detailed study and investigation which 
alone can supply the starting-point for 
further advance. The intricate and com- 
plicated character of the subject, the ex- 
tent of its purview, the numerous points 
at which it touches and imperceptibly 
passes into other well-defined branches of 
knowledge, render the study of geography 
very liable to degenerate into a purely de- 
scriptive treatment of the earth’s surface 
and all that is to be found thereon, rather 
than to follow the narrow path of scientific 
progress in which the careful collection of 
data furnishes the material for systematic 
discussion and study in order that trust- 
worthy generalizations may be reached. 

The opportunity to undertake long jour- 
neys through distant lands comes to a few 
of us, but this is not the only direction in 
which research can be profitably under- 
taken, for there is no part of these islands 
where a geographer can not find within his 
reach some geographical problem which is 
well worth working out, and which, if well 
and thoroughly done, will be a valuable 
contribution to his science. Even for such 
as can not undertake such field work the li- 
brary will provide a host of subjects which 
have not received nearly the amount of at- 
tention and of careful study that they de- 
serve. The one thing essential is that the 
study should be as thorough as possible, so 
that all the contributory lines of evidence 
shall be brought together and compared, 
and so that the result may prove to be a 
real addition to geographical science on 
which other workers may in their turn 
build. 

For those who desire to undertake such 
investigations there is at any rate no lack 
of geographical material, for travelers, ex- 
plorers, and others engaged in various oc- 
eapations in every part of the world are 
continually recording their experiences 


and describing their surroundings in books 
and pamphlets; they recount their experi- 
ences to the Geographical Societies, who 
apparently have no difficulty in obtaining 
communications of wide interest for their 
meetings. Most portions of the British 
Empire as well as regions belonepng to 
other nations are in these days more or less 
fully examined, surveyed and investigated 
with a view to their development, and those 
who undertake such work have ample op- 
portunities for the most part for preparing 
descriptions of the lands in which they 
have sojourned and with which they are 
well acquainted. But although the mate- 
rial is so ample the quality of it is not gen- 
erally such as makes it suitable for an ade- 
quate study of the phenomena or the re- 
gion to which it relates. The ease with 
which a tract of oountiy or a route can be 
described by the traveler, and the attrac- 
tiveness of such a description of a little- 
known region, results in the provision of a 
vast quantity of geographical information, 
the greater part of which has probably 
been collected by those who have no ade- 
quate training in the subject. In such 
cases it is not uncommon for the writer to 
disclaim any geological or botanical knowl- 
edge, for instance, but the great majority 
of those to whom the opportunity is given 
to travel and see new lands and peoples 
are fully convinced of their competence to 
describe accurately and sufficiently the 
geography of the regions which they tra- 
verse. But any one who has had occasion 
to make use of such material in a serious 
investigation is only too well aware how 
little precise and definite information he 
will be aide to extract from the greater 
part of this wealth of material, and in most 
cases this is due to the traveler’s lack of 
geographical knowledge. He probably does 
not know the phenomena which should be 
observed in the type of region which he ‘s 
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traversing, nor can he read the geograph- 
ical evidence which lies patent to a trained 
observer at every point of the journey; 
much, therefore, of what he records may 
be of interest, but probably lacks data 
which are essential to the geographer if he 
is to understand the geographical charac- 
ter of the region and utilize it properly. 

Thus it happens that although the amount 
of geographical material which is being 
garnered may be large, the proportion of 
it which is available for use in a scientific 
investigation of an area is smaller than is 
probably realized by those who have not 
made the experiment. And yet it is only 
by this scientific investigation of selected 
localities or of a single phenomenon and 
by working them out as thoroughly as pos- 
sible that any real advance in geographical 
science can be made. The accounts of such 
pieces of work will not appeal to those who 
desire picturesque descriptions of little- 
known lands, but they will be welcomed by 
geographers who can appreciate the value 
of such studies. There should now be an 
ever-increasing number of such geograph- 
ers, traiued to proceed in their investiga- 
tions by the true scientific method, and 
there should be a very considerable amount 
of sound work in various branches of the 
subject which aims at thoroughly investi- 
gating some phenomenon, or group of. phe- 
nomena, BO as to present a grouping of data, 
carefuUy verified and critically discussed, 
in order to arrive at conclusions which may 
form a useful addition, however small, to 
the sum of our geographical knowledge. 

So far as I am able to judge, the output 
of serious work of this character is not 
nearly as large as it should be, and I would 
indicate some fields in which there is a lack 
of individual work of this character. Until 
more of it is undertaken we shall lack in 
this country the material from which the 
foundation of scientific geography can be 
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built up, and while our own islands and 
the various parts of the British Empire 
furnish unrivalled opportunitiM for such 
work, there are still far too many subjects 
'where the most thorough investigations 
have been made in othw countries. 

Mathematical geography presents a field 
for research which had comparatively little 
attention paid to it in this country. In 
many respects this part of the subject is 
peculiarly suitable for such treatment, since 
it admits of the employment of precise 
methods to an extent which is not alwaya 
practicable in cases where so many of the 
factors can only be approximately defined. 
The determination of positions on the 
earth's surface is carried to great refine- 
ment in the national surveys of most civil- 
ized countries in order to famish the neoee- 
saiy controls for the preparation of large- 
scale maps, bat when we pass to the location 
of traveUera* routes, where considerable 
allowance has to be made for the conditions 
under which the observations have to be 
taken, we find that very inadequate atten- 
tion is usually paid to the diseussion of tiie 
results. Usually a mean value for each lati- 
tude, longitude or azimuth is obtained by 
the computer, and he remains satisfied wi& 
this, so that when the route of another 
traveller follows the same line or crosses it 
at one or more points, it is almost impos- 
sible for the cartographer to say which of 
the two determinations of any posHion is 
entitled to the greater confidenoa. In this 
class of work, whether the results are 
tained from absolute observations at certain 
points or from the direction of march, and 
the distance traversed, it is quite praetici^ 
hie to determine the range of uneertainty 
within which the positions of difleient 
points are laid down, and it is eminently 
desirable tibat this should always ha fians in 
order that the adjustment of various zbntas 
which may interseot in pariiaUy-knomi 
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regiozts ma 7 Ik a<|$nsted in accordance with 
defi|}ite matheiaaiiacal processes. Some im- 
portant expeditioitt on which infinite labor 
and considerable earns have been expended 
have presented tlmir results, in so far as 
they relate to the routes which have been 
followed and the position of points which 
have bean determined, in such a way that 
it is impossible to say within what preci- 
sion such positions have been determined, 
and consequently any combination of these 
resolts with those of later expeditions has 
to be carried out empirically, since ade- 
quate data are no longer available for the 
employment of better and more scientific 
methods. 

This crude and unsatisfactory way of 
treating observations, which in many cases 
have been obtained under conditions of the 
greatest difficulty and even hardship, is 
largely due to the lack of interest which 
geographers have shown in this part of 
their snhject. Methods of observation and 
methods of computation are rarely discussed 
before any of our geographical societies or 
in any of our publications, and it is only 
by such discussions that the importance of 
properly working out the available material 
at a time when the observer can bo con- 
snlted on points which are doubtful, or 
where further explanation is desirable, be- 
oomes generally appreciated. 

Nonet of physical or astronomical observa- 
tions in ffiver discussed or even presented 
witbnttt the degree of precision or reliability 
heing dMnitely stated; yet in geography 
tii» sfMuni rule is too often neglected. 

, T^rae nee several regions where travel- 
ler* rohfss intersect which should provide 
8ih|de m^rial .for the careful reduction 
snd hiliinstnient of the results. Ifear, how- 
ftie; iBInt there would be great difficulty in 
original observations which 
in such, an investigation, 
interest of research it is highly 


desirable that the original documents of 
all work of importance should be preserved 
and the place where they may he consulted 
recorded in the published account. 

There is room in the geographical inves- 
tigation of sea and land, even within the 
limits of the British Empire, for the em- 
ployment of methods of observation and 
computation of the highest precision as well 
as of the simpler and more approximate 
kinds, bat every one who piresents the re- 
sults of his work should deem it his first 
duty to state explicitly the methods which 
he employed, and the accuracy to which he 
attained, in such a form that all who make 
use of them can judge for themselves of the 
degree of their reliability. 

In such work, while the instruments used 
are of great importance, too often the brief- 
est description, such as “a 4-ineh theodo- 
lite," is deemed sufficient. If the observer 
wishes his work to be treated seriouidy as a 
definite contribution to science we require 
to know more than this, and a clear account 
of the essentials of the instrument, a state- 
ment of its errors, and of the methods of 
observation adopted are the least that will 
snffice. The account of any expedition 
should treat so fully of the instruments, 
observations and computations utilised to 
determine the positions of places visited 
that any one can re-examine the evidence 
and form his opinion on the value of the 
results obtained. A mere tabular state- 
ment of accepted values, which frequently 
is all that is provided, is of small value from 
a scientific point of view. Probably one 
reason for this state of things is that too 
little att^tion is being paid by gec^raph- 
ers to Hieir instruments. Theodolites, 
levels, compasses, clinometers, tscheometers, 
plane-tables, pantographs, coordinatograpbs, 
planimetera, and the many other instru- 
ments whiob are used by the surveyor, the 
cartographer, the computer, have in no case 
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arrived at a final state of perfection, but it 
is seldom that we find a critical description 
of an instrument in our journals. Descrip- 
tions there are from time to time, but these 
are for the most part weak and insufficient. 
Not only is a technical description re- 
quired, which treats fully of both the optical 
and mechanical details, but we need an ex- 
tended series of observations with the in- 
stniment which have been made under the 
ordinary conditions of practical work, and 
these must be mathematically analyzed, and 
the degree of the reliability of the results 
clearly demonstrated. The description 
should be equally thorough and complete, 
including scale drawings showing the con- 
struction of the instrument as well as 
photographs of it. Nothing less than this 
is of any use to the scientific cartographer. 

While I am on the subject of instruments 
I would draw attention to the importance 
of the whole history of the development of 
surveying instruments. In the latter part 
of the eighteenth century Great Britain 
provided the best class of surveying instru- 
ments to all countries of Europe, at a time 
when high-class geodetic work was being 
commenced in several countries; and about 
this time von Beichenbach spent a part of 
his time in this country working in the 
workshops of DoUond and learning this 
particular class of work. Upon his return 
to Bavaria he set up at Munich that estab- 
lishment which soon provided instruments 
of the highest class for many of the cadas- 
tral surveys which were being undertaken 
in Central Europe. At Munich there is 
now a fine typical collection of such instru- 
ments, but in this country the early ad- 
vances of British instrument-makers of 
surveying instruments are far from being 
adequately represented in our National 
Museum in a manner commensurate with 
their importance. The keen and enlight- 
ened zeal of geographers who are interested 


in this branch of the sohjeet would doubt- 
less quickly bring to light much still re- 
maining that is of great interest, but which 
is yet unrecognized, while a dOser att^- 
tion tq instrumental equipment would lead 
to improvements and advances in the types 
that are now employed. There is no mod- 
ern work in this country on the develop- 
ment of such instruments, and references 
to their history are conapicnonsly rare in 
our journals, so that there is here an op- 
portunity for those whose duties prevent 
them from undertaking travel or explora- 
tion of a more ambitious kind. In the same 
way, those whose opportnnities of field work 
are few can find a promising Add of study 
in the early methods and practise of survey- 
ing which have been diseusaed by .many 
authors from classical times onwards, and 
for which a considerable amount of mate- 
rial exists. 

In geodesy and surveying of high preci- 
sion there is ample scope for all who are 
attracted by the mathematical aspect of the 
subject ; the critical discussion of the instru- 
ments and methods employed and results 
obtained, both in this country and in other 
lands, provides opportunity for much work 
of real value, while its bearing upon geol- 
ogy, seismology, etc., has not yet been ade- 
quately treated here. The detailed history 
of this part of our subject is to be found 
In papers which have been published in the 
technical and scientific journals of other 
countries for the most part; here too litUe 
attention has been given to the subject, in 
spite of the large amount of geotktic work 
which has been executed in the British 
Empire, and which remains to be done in 
our colonies and over-seas dominions. 

The final expressitm of the surveyor’s 
detailed measurements is found in the map, 
and the adequate representation of imy 
land surface on a map-riuet is hot^ a ari- 
ence and an art. Here we mthiaa anS^i- 
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tional work on fill sides, foi^lthere is hardly 
any branch of geognwphj^ which offers so 
remunerative a field for a^vity as cartog* 
raphy. We need the coopfljfation of trained 
geographers to study requirements, and to 
make acquaintance with Ifae limits of tech- 
nical methods of reprodu^ion, so that they 
may be in a position to detd with many ques- 
tions which arise in the preparation of a 
map regarding the most ..Suitable mode of 
presentation of data, a matter which is 
purely geographical, but Which at the pres- 
ent time is too often left to the skilled 
draughtsman. Neither tl^ compilation nor 
the reduction of maps ate merely mechan- 
ical processes. The first ^quires great skill 
and care as well as technical knowledge 
and a sound method of treatment if the 
various pieces of work, which are brought 
together to make up the map of any con- 
siderable area, are to be utilized according 
to their tnie worth. This demands a com- 
petent knowledge of the work which has 
been previously done on the region, a first- 
hand acquaintance with the data collected 
by the earlier wcu'kers, and the critical 
examination of them in order that due 
weight may be gifen to the better material 
in the final residt. This is not a task to be 
handed over to the draughtsman, who will 
mechanically ilcorporate the material as 
though it were.,hll of equal accuracy, or will 
adjust diaorU]^noies arbitrarily and not on 
any definite p]an. Such preliminary prep- 
aration of wrtographical material is a 
scientific op^ation which should be carried 
out by aci#tiflc methods and should be 
. l^ljilCted pefore the work reaches the 
draughting, who will then have but to 
introduce lletail into a network of controls 
:Which h^-been prepared for him and of 
tro^h at aM points has been 

:dei|n|t^K ascertained. Similarly in the 
the elimination of detail which 
mwt Cf IcoeBBit^ be omitted is an opera- 


tion needing the greatest skill, a full under- 
standing of the material available, and an 
adequate appreciation of the result which is 
being aimed at, such as is only to be found 
in a competent geographer who has made 
himself intimately acquainted with all the 
material which is available and has his 
critical faculty fully developed. 

The use of maps has steadily increased 
of recent years, but we should look forward 
to an even more widely extended use of them 
in the future ; and this will be greatly facil- 
itated if there are geographers who have 
made themselves masters of the technique 
of map reproduction and, as scientific 
geographers, are prepared to select such 
data as are needed for any particular class 
of map on a well-considered method, and 
not by the haphazard procedure to which 
the want of a scientific study of carto- 
graphic methods must inevitably lead. The 
paucity of papers dealing with practical 
cartography and the compilation of maps 
is clear proof that this branch of the sub- 
ject awaits far more serious attention than 
it now receives. 

All these problems are well within the 
reach of the geographer to whom the oppor- 
tunity of travel in other regions does not 
come, and in them he will find ready to his 
hand a field of research which is well worth 
working and which 'will amply repay any 
labor that is ^ent upon it. The same pre- 
cise methods of investigation which are em- 
ployed in the discussion of observations 
should be applied to all cartographic mate- 
rial in order to ascertain the exact stand- 
ard of its reliability, in which is included 
not only the correctness of distance and 
direction, but also the accuracy of the in- 
formation which has been incorporated in 
it ; and these may be brought to bear also 
on those early maps of which so many ' are 
preserved in our libraries in tids country. 
In this field of study several investigators 
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have already achieved results of great in- 
terest and value, but I think that they will 
be ready to admit that there is here a wide 
and profitable field of activity for many 
more workers who will study closely these 
early maps and, not being contented with 
verbal descriptions, will use quantitative 
methods wherever these are possible. 

In the study of map projections some 
activity has been visible in recent years, 
and we may hope that those who have 
w’ork^td in this branch of the subject will 
see that British geography is provided with 
a comprehensive manual of this subject 
which will be worthy of the vast importance 
of cartography to the Empire. The selec- 
tion of suitable projections ia receiving 
much more attention than was formerly 
accorded to it, but the number of commu- 
nications on this subject which reach geo- 
graphical journals are few and far be- 
tween. The subject is not one which can 
appeal strongly to the amateur geographer, 
but its importance renders it imperative 
that the scientific geographer who realizes 
its intimate bearing upon all his work 
should so arrange that the matter does not 
fall into the background on this account. 

A closer relation and a more active co- 
operation between those who are prepared 
to work seriously at cartography and its 
various problems may reasonably be ex- 
pected to raise the standard of that class 
of map which is used to illustrate hooks of 
travel, or works descriptive of a region. At 
the present time tlie inadequate character 
of many of the maps and plans which are 
reproduced in such publications shows 
clearly that the public demand for maps 
which have been compiled with a view to 
illustrating the volume in question is still 
very ineffective. 

The whole subject of cartography, with 
its component, parts of map projection, com- 
pilation, reproduction, eartometry and the 
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history of its developiment, ia so important, 
not only to the individual geographer but 
also to the adwancem^t of scientific geog- 
raphy, that we should aim at fostering it 
and encouraging the study of it in every 
way, and it will be the zeal of individnals 
rather than the benevolent aid of institu- 
tions which will aehieve this. 

Bat it may be n^(gested that the lack of 
activity in mathematical geography is due 
to the somewhat specialized nature of the 
snbject, and to the .fact that the number of 
those who have received an adequate mathe- 
matical training and are prepared to devote 
themselves to geography is few. When we 
turn to physical geography in its treatment 
of the land we do find a field whieh has been 
more actively worked, for this ia just the 
one to which the traveller’s and explorer’s 
observations shouU oontribate most largely, 
and where therefore their material should 
be utilized with the best results. Even here 
there is room for amoh more work of the 
detailed and critical type, whieh ia not 
merely general and descriptive, but starts 
from the careful coUoction of data, pro- 
ceeds to the critical dismission of them, and 
continues by a compstuon of the results 
with those obtained in similar observations 
in other regions. 

To take a single branch uf physical geog- 
raphy, the study of rivers, the amount of 
accurate material which has been ade- 
quatdy discussed is smaQ. lu our own 
country the rainfall of varitss river baons 
is well known through the (dforta of a 
meteorological association, bit title propor- 
tion of it which is removed by evapora- 
tion, and of that which passes into the 
soil, has only been veiy parthtily sriidied. 
Passing to &e nm-off, which Is more easy 
to determine satisfactorily, t|e eatntfhlly 
measured discharges of streams mod rivws 
are not nearly eo numerous as (tiMmld 
be if the hydrography of the ' is 
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be adequatdy disooflsed; fol* although the 
more important rivera have been gauged 
by the authorities responsi|ile for them in 
many oases, the results have usually been 
filed, and the infonuation which has been 
published is usually a final value but with- 
out either the original data from which it 
has been deduced, or a full account given 
of the methods of measurement which have 
been employed. For the requirements of 
the authority concerned . sucli a record is 
no doubt adequate, but tihe geographer re- 
quires the more detailed information if he 
is to coordinate satisfactorily the volume 
discharged with local ramfall, with changes 
in the rates of erosion or deposition, and 
the many other phenomena which make 
up the life-history of a river. Here too it 
is usually only the main stream which has 
been investigated ; the tributaries still 
await a similar and even fuller study. A 
valuable contribution to work of this kind 
erists in the hydrogmphical study of the 
Medway and of the. Eze which has been 
undertaken by a committee of the Royal 
Geographical Society during recent years, 
and this may serve as a guide to other 
workers ; but, however welcome such a 
piece of work m|iy be, I should much pre- 
fer to see the hydrography of a tributary 
of a river system worked out by a geog- 
rapher as a piisoe of individual work, just 
as the geology or the botany or the zoology 
of a single r^rioted area is investigated 
by those whose interests are centered in 
these subie^. 

In the sapie way we still know too little 
of the amfuhts of the dissolved and sus- 
pended iQftter which is carried down by 
our stTMigs at various seasons of the year 
and in ths different parts of their course. 
Whf elnit of investigation does not need 
vliny eli^rate equipment, and may pro- 
opportunity for much useful 
^ may be extended as infor- 


mation is increasingly acquired. In this 
way when numerous individual workers 
have studied the conditions prevailing in 
their own areas, and traced them through 
their seasonal and yearly variations, we 
shall possess a mass of valuable data with 
which we may undertake a revision of the 
resnlts which have been arrived at in past 
years by various workers from such data 
as were then at their disposal. 

In this one branch of the subject there 
is ample scope for workers of all interests 
in the measurement of discharges, in the 
determination of level, and of the move- 
ment of flood waves, in determining the 
amount of matter transported both in sus- 
pension and in solution, in tracing out the 
changes of the river channel, in following 
out the variation of the water-table which 
feeds the stream, in ascertaining the loss 
of water by seepage in various parts of its 
course, and generally in studying the htin- 
dred other phenomena which are well 
worth investigating, and which give ample 
scope for workers of all kinds and of all 
opportunities. There is work not only in 
the field, but also in the laboratory and in 
the library which needs doing, for the full 
account of even a single stream can only 
be prepared when data of all classes have 
been collected and discussed. 

On the Scottish lakes much valuable 
scientific work has been done, and also on 
some of the English lakes, so that excellent 
examples of how such work should be done 
are available as a guide to any one who 
will devote his spare time for a year or 
two in making a thorough acquaintance 
with the characteristics and phenomena of 
any lake to which he has access. 

Coast-lines provide another class of geo- 
graphical control which repays detailed 
study, and presents numberless opportun- 
ities lor systematic investigation and ma- 
terial for many profitable studies in geog- 
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raphy. The shores of these islands include 
almost every variety of type, and furnish 
exceptional opportunities for research of 
a profitable character, especially as lying 
on the border-line between the domain of 
the oceanographer on the one hand and the 
physiographer on the other. The precise 
methods of representation which are po»- 
sible on the laud have to give way to a 
more generalized treatment over the sea, 
and the shore line is liable to be handed 
over to the latter sphere, so that there is 
much interesting and useful work open to 
any one who will make an accurate and 
detailed study of a selected piece of coast- 
line, coordinating it with the phenomena 
of the land and sea, respectively. 

The teaching of Professor Davis in 
pressing for the employment of systematic 
methods in describing the landscapes with 
which the geographer has to deal has 
brought about a more rational treatment, 
in which due recognition is given to the 
structure of the area, and the processes 
which have moulded it, so that land forms 
are now for the most part described more 
or less adequately in terms which are 
familiar to all geographers and which con- 
vey definite associated ideas, in the light 
of which the particular description is ade- 
quately appreciated. It has been urged 
by some that such technical terms are un- 
necessary and serve to render the writings 
in which they occur intelligible only to the 
few; that any one should be able to express 
his meaning in words and sentences which 
will convey his meaning to all. There is 
no great difiAculty in doing this, but in 
such descriptions to convey all that a tech- 
nically worded account can give to those 
who understand its terms would be long 
and involved on account of the numerous 
related facts which would be included. It 
is consequently essential in aH accurate 
work that certain terms riiould have very 
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definite and r^^xiqted meanings, and such 
technical tenn^i when suitably dhosen, are 
not only con^joient in that th^ avoid 
oircumlocution,’'^ln:it when used in the ac- 
cepted sense atyqnce suggest to the mind 
a whede series pf related and dependent 
conditions whic|i are always associated 
with it 

The compilatiqia of a glossary of geo- 
graphical terms |uw been in progress in 
this country for |nany years without hav- 
ing reached finalii^, and much of the diffi- 
culty which has been experienced is doubt- 
less due to the j^t that so many words 
have not been con|iBtently used with a well- 
defined meaning., ; Such looseness of ex- 
pression is more l^jhle to occur in the ease 
of foreign words, which have been im- 
ported in the first^case by writers who are 
not scientifically tapined, and therefore do 
not use them in coni^ection with a specified 
set of conditions. TMe, however, is unim- 
portant if only science geographers, when 
they accept a term al| a desirable addition 
to the geographical v^bulary, will asso- 
ciate it definitely with conditions and 
use it consistently in th^ connection. As 
an instance I may quote j^e word '‘sadd,” 
which etymologically me|iw to block, or 
stop. This term was natpirally and rea- 
sonably used to indicate ^jaasses of up- 
rooted marsh vegetation v^ch had been 
carried along by the current ^d, if checked 
at a sharp bend or a narroW : ^eint of the 
stream, blocked the channel.^' So long as 
it is used in this restricted ^||pBe it is a 
useful term to describe a mammeam 
which occurs under certain deihiite condi- 
tions and which leads to equaSy wellrde- 
fined geographical results. Th% ttse .of it 
is associated with a meandeiwi; tiym- 
channel in an alluvial flood pl%l> WhsM 
shallow lagoons occur, in which s^ UtKph 
vegetation grows luxuriaatly; 
vegetation is uprooted by stoxiiui^ .i^ 
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ried by the rising water into the main 
stream it provides the drift material which 
makes op the block or ‘*sadd.’’ 

But this term has been extended im- 
moderately to mean the region in which 
these physical conditions occur, or the type 
of vegetation which grows under these con- 
ditions, and even the type of country 
where such conditions prevail. One writer 
has even used the word in describing the 
fossil vegetation of a character such as is 
associated with marsh lands. 

The crystallization of such geographical 
terms into true technical terms is an im- 
portant step in the futherance of scientific 
geography, but it must be done by the 
geographers themselves, and no means of 
doing this is more fruitful than the work 
of original research and investigation in 
definite areas or on specific prohlems. 

It would take too long to discuss each 
branch of physical geography and indicate 
the opportunities for individual effort, but 
what has been said of one may be said of 
all the others. Not only in all parts of the 
Empire, but in these islands also there is 
ample opportunity for tlie detailed geo- 
graphical study of single localities or indi- 
vidual phenomena, just as much as in geol- 
ogy, in botany, or in zoology; and it is 
these separate pieces of work which, when 
thoroughly carried out and critically dis- 
onssed, provide the material on which wider 
generalizations or larger investigations 
can be based. Herein lies, therefore, the 
importance of the prosecution of them by 
as many workers as possible, and the value 
of oommonicating the results to others for 
criticism and for comparison with the re- 
sults whi(di they have obtained ; fbr such 
work, if it can not be made accessible to 
other workers in the same and related 
fi^ds, loses a large proportion of its value. 

^ tre novr consider some of the prohlems 

human geography we shall find the need 


for such systematic study to be even 
greater; for the variable factors involved 
are more numerous than in physical geog- 
raphy, and many of them are difficult to 
reduce to precise statement; the quantita- 
tive study of the subject is therefore much 
more difficult than the qualitative or de- 
scriptive, BO that the latter is too fre- 
quently adopted to the exclusion of the 
former. The remedy lies, I believe, in in- 
dividual research into special cases and 
special areas where the factors involved 
are not too numerous, where some of them 
at least can be defined with some accuracy, 
and where, consequently, deductions can 
be drawn with some precision and with an 
accuracy which gives grounds for confi- 
dence in the result. The settlements of 
man, his occupations, his movements in 
their geographical relations are manifested 
everywhere, and subjects of study are to 
be found without difficulty, but their in- 
vestigation must be based on actual obser- 
vation, and on data which have been care- 
fully collected and critically examined, so 
that the subject may be treated as com- 
pletely as possible, and in such a way that 
the evidence is laid before the reader in 
order that he may form his own conclu- 
sions. 

It is probable that some of the lack of 
precision which is to be found in this part 
of the subject is to be attributed to the 
want of precision in its terminology. For 
many things in human geography good 
technical terms are required, but these 
must be selected by those who have studied 
the type or phenomenon concerned and 
have a clear idea of the particular condi- 
tions wliioh they desire to associate with 
the term; this is not the work of a com- 
ndttee of sdeotion, but must grow out of 
the needs of the individual workers. 

There is, it must be admitted, no small 
diffienHy in using the same preciseness of 



596 


SCIENCE 


{N. a aoun. Np. io«T 


method in this portion of the subject as is 
readily attainable in mathematical geog- 
raphy, and is usually practicable in physi- 
ography; but at any rate it is undesirable 
to indicate any condition as the controlling 
one until all other possible influences have 
been carefully examined and have been 
shown to have less weight than that one 
which has been selected. 

Whether the investigation deals with 
the settlements of man or his movements 
and means of communication it is impor- 
tant that in the flrst instance problems of a 
manageable size should be undertaken and 
thoroughly treated, leaving larger areas 
and wider generalizations until a sufficient 
stock of thoroughly reliable material which 
is in the form in which it can properly be 
used for wider aims is available. 

The relation of geographical conditions 
to small settlements can be satisfactorily 
worked out if sufficient trouble is taken 
and all possible sources of information, 
both of present date and of periods which 
have passed away, are utilized. Such 
studies are of a real value and pave the 
way to more elaborate studies, but we need 
more serious study of these simpler oases 
both to set our facts in order and to pro- 
vide a methodical classiflcation of the con- 
ditions which prevail in this part of the 
subject. Out of such studies there will 
grow such a series of terms with well-de- 
fined associations as will give a real pre- 
cision to the subject which it seems at the 
present time to lack. 

The same benefit is to be anticipated 
from detailed work in relation to man’s 
communications and the interchange of 
commodities in all their varied relations. 
Generalized and descriptive accounts are 
readily to be found, and these are for the 
most part supported by tables of statistics, 
all of which have their value and present 
truths of great importance in geography, 


but the spirit of active reUMkreh whiidi aima 
at clearing up thorougldy. a small portion 
of the wide field of geograiihical activities 
has unequaled opportunities in the some- 
what shadowy relations be^een the phe- 
nomena which we meet in ^is part of the 
subject, for focusing the facts better, and 
obtaining a more exact view of the ques- 
tions involved. 

Where the geography of states (political 
geography) is concerned the same need for 
original investigation as a basis for gener- 
alizations may be seen. At the present 
time there is much said'^about the various 
boundaries of states, and in general terms 
the advantages and dinidvaintages of dif- 
ferent boundaries under' varied conditions 
can be stated with fidr .approximation to 
accuracy. But I do not Imow of many de- 
tailed examinations of ‘jjheae boundaries or 
portions of them where infennation of 
all the factors involved aan be found set 
out in an orderly and Mtihoritative man- 
ner, thus forming a sure Aon^dt^n for 
the generalized description fuid providing 
the means of verifying its opjereetness or 
revising it where necessary. 

Perhaps there is really moriet>aeientific re- 
search in geography being unlettaken by 
individuals than 1 have given ^eredit for, 
but certainly in geographical |MiriodMala, 
and in the bibliographies wbidh Are imb- 
lished annually, the amount Amnv Jv ttot 
large; neither is the number of 
large as might be expected from im- 
portance and interest of the sublMt :attd 
from tile activity of those oentdM nibere 
geography is seriously taught. ThineaiM|lBs 
to be no reason why individual reMi|lidh;#|n 
true scientific lines should not be as 
in gei^phy as it is in geology, 
zocfiogy, or any other branch of 1rntiiitiiii||iii : 
and, just as iu these, the real advda|i|||i 
the subject ia depmdent on such iniis|ji|s^ 
tions rather thau on travels and 
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tiona in little-known lands, unless these too 
are carried out scientifically and by thor- 
oughly trained observers who know the 
problems which there await solution, and 
can read the evidence which lies before 
them on their route. 

If research in these directions is being 
actively prosecuted, but the appearance of 
its results is delayed, let us seek out the 
retarding causes if there be any, and in- 
crease any facilities that may be desirable 
to assist individual efforts. 

Short technical papers of a thoroughly 
scientific character, such as are the out- 
come of serious individual research, are, of 
course, not suitable for those meetings of 
geographical societies where the majority 
of the fellows present are not scientific 
geographen, but should be presented to 
small meetings of other workers in the 
same or allied fields, where they can be 
completely criticized. The reading, discus- 
sion and the puUication of papers of this 
class are for geography a great desidera- 
tum, for it is in them and by them that all 
real advance in the subject is made, rather 
than by tales of travel, however interest- 
ing, if these are not the work of one trained 
in the subject, having a knowledge of what 
he should observe, and of what his prede- 
cessors have done in the same field. The 
legional aspect of geography in the hands 
of its best exponents has given to young 
geographers a wide and comprehensive out- 
look on the interaction of the various geo- 
graphioal factors in a region, the responses 
between the earth’s surface and the life 
upon it, and the control that one factor may 
oxordse upon another. In this form the 
fascination of geographical study is appar- 
ent to every one, but I sometimes wonder 
wlMther the exposition of such a regional 
stn^ one who is thoroughly master of 
the oonponent faotora, having a first-hand 
knotrla^ of all the material involved, and 
kiDowiiig eMotly the reliability of each por- 


tion, impresses sufficiently upon the stu- 
dent the necessity of personal research into 
the details of some problem or phenomena 
in snob a way as to gain a real working ac- 
quaintance with them; or does it on the 
other hand tend to encourage generaliza- 
tions based on descriptive accounts which 
have not been verified, and where coinci- 
dences and similarities may be accepted 
without farther inquiry as evidence of a 
causal connection which may not really 
existf I imagine that the student may be 
attracted by the apparent simplicity of a 
masterly account of the geographical con- 
trols and responses involved, and nu^ fail 
to realize that geographical descriptions, 
even though technically phrased, are not 
the equivalent of original quantitative in- 
vestigation, either for his own education 
or as a pontribution to the subject. 

For these reasons I believe that societies 
can do for more good in the promotion of 
geography as a science by assisting com- 
petent investigators, by the loan of hooka 
and instruments, and by giving facilities 
for the discussion and publication of tech- 
nical papers, than by undertaking the in- 
vestigation of problems themselves. 

Among the earlier presidential addresses 
of this section some have laid stress on the 
importance of the recognition by the state 
of geography in education ; others have rep- 
resented the great part which the geo- 
graphical societies have played in support- 
ing and advanedag the subject; others 
again have urged the fuller recognition of 
geography by educational institutions. I 
would on this occasion attach especial im- 
portance to the prosecution of serious re- 
search by individuals in any branch of the 
subject that is accessible to them, to the 
discussion of the results of such work by 
others of like interests, and to the publica- 
tioa of aueh studies as having a real value 
in pioifioting the advancement of scientifle 
geography. H. G. Ltomb 
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sous ASPECTS OF SCIENTIFIC BESEASCH^ 

So much has been said of late on the 
subject of scientific research, its value to 
science, to the industries of the oountiy and 
to the War Department, that it would seem 
fitting to use the first meeting of our club 
for a discussion of certain phases of this 
subject. Furthermore, research is an ap- 
propriate topic for discussion in our meet- 
ings since the Faculty Skiience Club was 
organized for the purpose of bringing each 
member into closer touch with the recent 
advances and research of the different fields 
of scientific endeavor. 

Scientific research is, by the general pub- 
lic, one of the least understood and there- 
fore least appreciated departments of sci- 
ence. The American people have been com- 
paratively slow to recognise the value of 
the deeper and more fundamental re- 
searches in science. The national trait of 
desiring quick returns with a minimum ex- 
penditure of time and money has led to a 
certain superficial empiricism, which has 
gone under the garb of research. This em- 
pirical testing is even now the predominant 
principle in most of the so-caUed research 
laboratories of our factories and industrial 
plants. Even in our agricultural experi- 
ment stations, I venture to say that the 
major portion of the work is either routine 
or of the cut-and-dry type, without refer- 
ence to fundamental principles. 

Scientific research has perhaps as varied 
a meaning among scientists as ethics has in 
the field of law and jurisprudence. To 
illustrate, I might cite a paragraph from a 
recommendation of an applicant for the 
position now vacant in my department. 
The employer states concerning Mr. X that 

His particular work, aside from some asalytical 
work, has been the care and conduct of the State 

i Address by the president of the Faculty Sci- 
ence Club of the University of Nevada, read at 
the opening session, September 88, 1015. 


Food Hzhifait, and he has done good jMsanSaMift 
in the taking of iee-cream sampiii^ jhlSS 

been of great value to the departmeildl^ 

■' "Jr' 

To some the term research 
hensive that it might properly rbl.sgllpKBd 
to a man’s search for the best 
to the summit of a mountain pedi^''nr to 
prospector’s investigation of ttva idopea of 
Mount Shasta. To me reBear0h.jmdtms some- 
thing entirely different. Thp pprwnal oppr 
tact with some of the leathdogJosMinh loen 
of the day and an acquaintwHBo wisK the 
writings and views of others 
have moulded a definite oonci^iii hyr wiiwd 
of the meaning of this tenm '-’To another 
this concept might seesn eiMtteoua; and 
consequently it behooves me 4o «iwereia<^ a 
little charitable tolerance untK 2 or he will 
have new light thrown upon ^at aohjcet. 

Scientific research is the hftboriono 
process of laying bare, one aiiii, Ihe facts 
and truths of nature, which hhvellt definite 
bearing upon the fundamental and gen- 
eral principles involved in the 
The isolation of a new chemical cohl^MRmd, 
the invention of a machine o# piece oi 
apparatus, or the discovery of k new fonril 
in nature would not necessarily be^eseanli. 
Only as these are units in the l^mjleili': dnd 
more fundamental problem coul(li' fxt 
included under that bead. An 
may make this point a little clearer i 
fifteen years ago Professor H. N. MoSse, M 
Johns Hopkins University, undertook 
problem of determining whether the'1^- 
motic pressure of solutions obeys the laws 
of Boyle, Gay Lussac and Avogadro |pr 
gases. He assumed that this oould'^^jM 
demonstrated inside of two or three 
He learned, however, that he was nnal^e 
to make or procure one satisfactoty osmotle 
pressure cell the first year, but daring thai 
period worked out the proper clay mixtures 
for such cells and the methods for pnrifyii^ 
the clays and moulding and burnli^ ^ 
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eeUs. The seoond year was occnpied largely 
in working out and depositing a satisfac- 
tory semipermeable membrane in the cells, 
tihe third year, in making a sufficiently 
strong and accurate manometer and the 
means of joining the manometer to the cells. 
The following two years were required for 
constructing constant temperature rooms 
and baths where osmotic-pressure readings 
could be taken without temperature fluc- 
tuations in the cells. It was then five or 
six years from the time he started the work 
until he could make the first reliable set of 
osmotic pressure readings. During all this 
time Professor Morse was assisted by one or 
two men besides the three or four graduate 
students who worked with him each year. 
The following eight or ten years he made 
osmotic-pressure observations with glucose 
and cane sugar in water solutions at tem- 
peratures from 0 to 80 degrees. 

' He has finally established that the os- 
inotio pressure of dilute solutions obeys the 
gas laws. Each individual unit of this 
great work, upon which the score or more 
candidates received their doctor’s degree, 
could only be called research work when 
considered as a part of the general problem. 
Each man’s contribution was of course a 
separate piece of original investigation. 

The German army, more than any other 
agency, is now forcing upon the world the 
value of chemical research. It is the Ger- 
man chemists who have won the battles in 
Bussia, Belgium and France, and the 
United States is now sitting up and taking 
notice, with the result, we hope, of finally 
getting the recognition that tHs branch of 
science deserves. Secretary Daniels is be- 
coming aware of this, for he is recently 
reported to have said : 

The time vae, that when we thought of battles, 
We thought of mes. We were told bx great leaders 
iriio had sot looked into the future that the na- 
^ow with the most men would win. Now It is not 


men, It ie munitions and inventions, and to-mertow 
it will be neither — it will be cbemiatiy. 

The reason why the chemist has not re- 
ceived popular recognition like the physi- 
cian, the engineer, the physicist or the 
geologist is that the activity of the chemist 
is outside the realm of comprehension of 
the average individual and be sees nothing 
imposing or spectacular with which to asso- 
ciate the chemist. He may admire the deli- 
cate shades of his wife’s costume without 
considering what part the chemist had in 
producing them, and every day of his life 
he comes in contact with something or other 
upon which the chemist has left his finger 
prints. 

The greatest problem confronting the 
profession to-day is that of getting recog- 
nition and support from the public, through 
its legislative bodies, but, as I mentioned 
before, the European war has done more 
than any one thing to secure the desired 
recognition. 

The question has doubtless arisen in your 
minds, why it is that scientific research in 
Germany and other European countries 
occupies a higher plane than in America. 
To me the reason is obvious, and it is this: 
In Germany there is popular recognition 
for the research man. Everybody knows 
his worth to the state and to civilization. 
The manufacturer is especially appreciative 
of his work and is glad to cooperate even 
to his own disadvantage and loss in trying 
out certain processes or marketing given 
chemioal substances whose demand may be 
very limited. Pour out of five such ven- 
tures may be a loss to the manufacturer, but 
the fifth proves such a sucoess that it over- 
balances the other four, and therefore if the 
manufacturer had not accredited the re- 
search work of the one who made the propo- 
sitions, not one of the ventures would have 
been tried. This popular confidence in the 
value of chemioal research has led to sl- 
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most complete autonomy in the depart- 
ments concerned. 

In Germany the chief cliemist is his own 
boss. He engages his assistants, fizes their 
compensation, engages and discharges jan- 
itors and laboratory helpers. He makes 
changes in the building and the laboratory 
with but nominal supervision. He appor- 
tions his funds according to his own ideas 
and is virtually his own administrator. 

What the research man in this country 
needs more than anything else in order to 
make his work efficient, is freedom from 
restraint and petty annoyances. He should 
be made to feel that he has at least a part 
in the general organization and progress of 
the institution. Oftentimes he feels, and 
with a considerable degree of justification, 
that his department exists only by the gra- 
cious magnanimity of the administrators, 
whose knowledge of his work may be very 
limited. 

Professor W. H. Walker at a joint meet- 
ing of three chemical societies in New York 
last winter made the following statement : 

My p]ea at this time U not so much for greater 
generosity «on the part of the employer In mat- 
ters of laboratory facilities, special equipment or 
a good library, however important these are, but 
rather for a larger appreciation of the conditions 
which make for ultimate success in research work. 

In the same vein, Professor Arthur D. 
Little, speaking before the United States 
Chamber of Commerce, says: 

The plain underlying reason why we have been 
unable during thirty years of tariff protection to 
develop in this country an independent and self- 
contained coal tar color industry while during the 
same period the Germans have magnificently suc- 
ceeded is to be found in the failure of our manu- 
facturers and capitalists to realize the creative 
power and earning capacity of industrial re- 
search. This power and this capacity have been 
recognised by Gemany and on them as comer 
stones her industries are based. 

Aside from the question of recognition 
and support for the research man, another 


factor enters in, upon which the effeotrva. 
ness of his work largely depends, and that 
factor is the time allotted to his work. 

In this country there are very few inde- 
pendent research institutions and for that 
reason the major portion of seientifio re* 
search is carried out in the universitiea and 
agricultural experiment stations. Every- 
body recognizes that teaching and research 
should go hand in hand and that no nni^ 
versity professor fulfils his obligatians un- 
less be is doing some original investigation 
tending to advance human knowledge. This 
is all well and good, but are the colleges 
and smaller universities of the oonntiy al- 
lowing sufficient time to their profeason 
for such work! How much oreditabli tU- 
search could a professor carry out in Uw 
course of a year who is obliged to tsttah 
twelve to eighteen hours per week with mg 
additional twelve or more hours in tlw 
preparation for his workt Toong, entirgr 
siastic professors have tried it over and over 
again, but with the same result — a stupen- 
dous failure — ^as far as the research goes. 

The professor who has spent his ener^sa 
in the classroom during the day is ill nn 
way fitted to continue bis research problem 
in the evening, as many of them do. A 
neglect to observe the proper requirements 
for rest and relaxation will immediately 
tell upon the quality as well as the 
quantity of work produced. Consequently 
the college or small university can 
never hope to produce but an insignif- 
icant amount of research work, and this fact 
is recognised by President Woodward, of 
the Carnegie Institution at Washington, 
and by other administrators of researdh 
funds. It is very rare that a college pro- 
fessor gets a grant from sueh a fund, and 
for the very reason mentioned above. 

The productive research workera in the 
country to-day are those who are devoting 
their whole time or practically fhair whola 
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time to that work. Ab a rule, the head 
professors in the larger universities are not 
giving more than one to five hours of lec- 
tures during the week, the rest of their time 
being devoted to research, while a large 
number of them have one or two private 
research assistants besides the candidates 
for degrees doing research work. The same 
is true in the European universities. 

There are many other activities besides 
teaching that may seriously interfere with 
a man's productive capacity in research. 
The public demand for something spectac- 
ular that may be flaunted in the daily press 
sometimes prevails upon the scientist to 
forsake modest but meritorious investiga- 
tion. The bid for popularity may even 
carry a man so far away from his depart- 
ment that no time at all remains for re- 
search, Furthermore, numerous cases are 
on record where good research men have 
been spoiled by promotions to official posi- 
tions, so that their energies become dissi- 
pated in a mass of official detail instead of 
concentrated upon some one problem for 
solution. 

Professor W. E. Castle in speaking of re- 
search establishments and the universities 
says: 

The attempt to combine teachinj^ vrith reflearch 
has another indirect but evil coiiBequeiice. The 
periods which the professor can himself devote to 
research are intermittent and fragmentary. This 
aftects disadvantageouftiy the topics selected for in- 
vestigation. They too must be minor and fragmen- 
tary. Great fundamental questions requiring long 
eontinued and uninterrupted investigation can not 
be attacked with any hope of success by one who 
has only an occasional day or a summer vacation 
to devote to research. 

Also quoting a paragraph from Frofeasor 
Woodward’s report of the Carnegie Insti- 
tntion at Washington for last year. As re- 
gains the conditions favorable to research 
he says 

that fraitfol rmearch cUtails, in general, prolonged 


and arduous, if not exhaustive labor for which all 
of the investigator time Is none too much. Little 
productive work in this line may be expected 
from those who are absorbingly preoccupied with 
other affairs Herein, as well as in other voca- 
tions, it is difficult to serve two or more exacting 
masters. 

Another serious impediment to scientific 
research may be found in a too perfect 
organization for the handling of routine 
affairs connected with such w^ork. In com- 
mon parlance this perfect organization has 
been nicknamed ‘‘red tape.” Now it some- 
times happens that the red tape reels off 
smoothly and rapidly, but dare I say that 
more often it is thrown into kinks and 
snarls when the reeling stops. The phe- 
nomenon has doubtless been experienced to 
a greater or less degree by every one, but to 
conjure up pleasant memories, let me hy- 
pothesize as follows : A is a research chem- 
ist. He has discovered a new chemical 
compound which is rather unstable. He 
requires a certain chemical that will com- 
bine with the new compound and render it 
stable so that it can be investigated further. 
The requisition for the purchase of the 
chemical goes to H-check, then to C-check, 
then to H-check and finally to F-check, 
whereupon the chemical is ordered and 
within a short time delivered to A, greatly 
to his delight. 

Next let us suppose that A is a research 
biologist who has just discovered a new 
form of marine life. He makes out a requi- 
sition for the purchase of a suitable stain 
or preservative and sends it to B. He 
learns, however, that B has gone fishing and 
the requisition rests. B returns in the 
course of time, checks the document and 
sends it to (7. C has been unavoidably 
called atvay by the death of a close relative 
and the requisition is deposited to bide its 
time. Once released and checked by C, It 
is also checked at D, but for a good and 
Valid reason is pigeon-holed at S for a few 
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days. The order finally goes, but when the 
material arrives the little stranger for whom 
it was intended has been dead and buried 
eight weeks and the discoverer A, whose 
fame might have been noised abroad in this 
connection, goes down to his grave un- 
toasted, unhonored and unsung. 

Any system, however perfect, that fails 
to provide for an emergency is worse than 
no system at all. As soon as a research man 
becomes tied down by arbitrary rules, 
whetlier they be called gystems, organiza- 
tions or what not, that soon his creative 
powers and effectiveness will be diminished. 
In this connection I perhaps could do no 
better in emphasizing my conviction than 
to quote a paragraph or two from Professor 
R. S. Lillie’s Founder’s Day Address at 
Clark University last winter. 

When Wfl look at oar uniTemlties we are im« 
pressed with certain obvious peculiarities — their 
size, their wealth, the variety and complexity of 
their activities and of their organization. W© 
may agree that size and wealth with the resources 
that they bring are all very well — in themselves 
.desirable — but complexity of organization, and 
the practises and tendencies that go with itf Are 
these conducive to the intellectual lifet This, 
in my opinion, is the critical question. So far 
from our taking this for granted there is good 
reason to believe that beyond a certain limit de* 
pendenco on eystem and organization In institu- 
tions of loaming is directly injurious to good 
work, and this for the simple reason that it makes 
for the stereotyping of activities, and hence inter- 
feres with freedom and its expression, which is 
originality. Such restriction, in fact, is the gen- 
eral purpose of organization: it aims at diminish- 
ing variation from an accepted norm. Now the 
more stereotyped certain things are the better; 
thus a railway service or a department store can 
not be too regular and dependable ; but if our aim 
is not simply to repeat things that have already 
been done, but to discover new truth, the condi- 
tions that surround us, as well as our own temper 
of mind, should so far as possible encourage in- 
dependent activity, and not simply that carried 
out in accordance with a program. In brief, 
purely routine activities should be subordinated 
ia an institution of higher learning: all needless 


machinery should be disposed of, and the rest 
should be relegated to its proper place. This is a 
practical suggestion, and it is one of the first that 
I should make. 

Lastly, 1 would like to consider a UtUe 
more in detail the status of the research 
work in oar agricultural experiment sta- 
tions. Scientific work is sometimes very 
incorrectly and superficially judged by 
individuals or small groups of individuals. 
A meritorious piece of work may not re- 
ceive immediate recognition, but will hiber- 
nate in the archives of some mnsty library 
for decades before it bounces forth in its 
full splendor. Nevertheless its status will 
soon be known, after having received due 
consideration by the seientists of the world. 

From time to time various attempts are 
made to segregate and classify worthy and 
illustrious individuals in science, and it 
would be interesting to see what place the 
experiment station worker oconpies in aueh 
segregations. From Professor Pickering’s 
tabulation of eminent scientists {The Popu- 
lar Science Monthly, February, 1915), it 
will be seen, that among the ten Americans 
who have been accorded the distinction 
of being elected foreign associates of two 
or more of the leading scientific societies 
of the world, there ia no one who has been 
connected with an agricultural experiment 
station, but they are all research men who 
have devoted little or no time to teaching. 
It also appears that Norway and Sweden, 
with a combined population of less than 
eight million have produced nine scientists 
of the same distinction. 

The Nobel Institute at Stockholm. 
Sweden, kwarda five prizes each year, three 
of which are for the most meritorious ao> 
complishments in physios, chemistry and 
medicine. Among the forty or more who 
have received this recognition are tm 
Americans, eminent research men, hut 
neither of whom is a station man, and uoC 
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•Ten a chemiat It should be said that onl 7 
the ohemists of the experiment stations 
would be eligible to these awards, but there 
are several hundred of them and a large 
number have now had ample time in which 
to establish the character of their work. 

In this connection I wish to state, very 
emphatically, that I am not decrying all the 
scientific work of the stations. By no 
means. A great deal of it is of a high char- 
acter and is becoming more and more so as 
time goes on. Some stations have mani- 
fested a marked improvement in the char- 
acter of their work during the past four or 
five years, and it is to be hoped that our 
station will not be obliged to take a back- 
ward step. Why do you suppose our men 
ef science in the agricultural experiment 
stations are not found among the fellows of 
the Royal Society of London or among the 
foreign members of the French Academy? 
Why is it that they are not in evidence in 
the Berlin Academy, or even in our own 
National Academy of Sciences? 

The twenty-two men recently chosen on 
the Naval Advisory Board are essen- 
tially research men and inventors. The 
two men chosen by the American Chemical 
Society, Dr, Whitney and Dr. Baekeland 
are research chemists in the true sense of 
the word. It is obvious that the experi- 
ment station men have not yet risen to the 
rank entitling them to places in the notable 
segregations of the truly scientific men of 
the world. Exceptions of course must be 
made to the representations in Who’s 
Who?” and to pay-as-you-enter classi- 
fications, 

There are now nearly seventeen hundred 
agricultural experiment-station workers in 
this country and their combined productiv- 
ity is something enormous when quantity is 
considered. Their opportunities for pro- 
ducing genuine and fundamental research 
eould be as great as those of the professors 


of the larger universities if they had the 
training and the concept of the deeper 
problems of nature and were not led astray 
by the tyro and dilettante who is invari- 
ably imbued with the get-rich-quiek idea, 
although he usee the much more elegant and 
suggestive term “practicaL” The cry in 
the experiment stations is for something 
practical, not realizing that the most fnnda. 
mental is the most practical in the long 
run. 

Our stations are organized to benefit the 
farmer, but when we accord to the farmer 
the privilege of deciding what work is prac- 
tical and what is not, and what problems 
should be undertaken and what ones should 
be dropped, we are committing a grave 
error. The pedestrian jonmeying along 
the road may properly express his opinion 
about the desirability of having a bridge 
built to span the stream but when he pro- 
poses to direct the engineer regarding the 
location or type of the bridge or even re- 
garding the feasibility of having a bridge 
bnUt at all, he is overstepping his bounds; 
but no more so than when the farmer frames 
the problem for the research man. Valu- 
able suggestions regarding desired results 
may often be obtained from the layman, but 
the trained expert is the best judge whether 
or not the “practical” problem is prac- 
ticable. 

The fact that the experiment-station 
worker must cater to public sentiment is 
one of the main reasons for his failure to 
occupy the respected plaoes in truly scien- 
tific circles. It is to be hoped that the 
farmer will acquire s greater degree of 
tolerance for the technical, the obscure and 
to him unintelligible, and when that day 
comes we hope that this admirable branch 
of seieoiee will be elevated to its propar 
place. Then, truly scientific men who have 
had the misfortune to become enmeshed in 
the agrionltural experiment stations win 
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not need to be buried alive, but will stand 
an equal chance with their fellows in other 
departments of science. 

The matter of training for research work 
has only been alluded to indirectly but I 
have assumed as self-evident that only the 
best kind of training sufBces for the high- 
est type of research. Charlatans are found 
in every department of science and admin- 
istrators of research funds must be on their 
guard against their plausible but evanescent 
schemes. Men of this class are usually 
much better talkers than experimenters. 

Having pointed out some of the weak- 
nesses in research work of our agricultural 
experiment stations, I would like to offer a 
suggestion that might prove beneficial. In 
my opinion there is not enough expert 
counsel and supervision over the depart- 
mental work that is being, carried on. The 
work in almost every field of industry is 
inspected and criticized, some time or other 
by experts efBoiently trained in the depart- 
ments concerned. No large engineering or 
construction work could proceed eflSciently 
without expert supervision and oftentimes 
outside counsel and advice, and I venture 
to say that if this were secured for the de- 
partments of the agricultural experiment 
stations it would do much toward improv- 
ing the character of the work and giving 
directors more reliable information regard- 
ing the work of their departments, in which 
they themselves are untrained. 

It seems to me that a chemist should 
inspect the chemical work of a station, a 
botanist the botanical work, an entomol* 
ogist the entomological work, and so on. 
The cost of inspection would thus be con- 
siderably higher than at present, but I am 
inclined to believe that the value to the 
stations would greatly overbalance this and 
bring departmental work up to the stand- 
ard required of them. Incidentally, favor- 
able reports from technically trained in- 


spectors would i^atly influence popular 
opinion concerning a given piece of work 
and act as a bulwark to the director in 
meeting outside criticism. Such inspec- 
tions would also materially aid in ridding 
the stations of the superannuated, derelicts 
and driftwood which are such impediments 
to progress. 

Another suggestion I should make is that 
research projects of whatever nature should 
be passed upon or suggested by a committee 
of men technically trained in the flelds in 
which the projects are to be launched. It 
is not to be expected that directors and 
ofiicials at Washington are competent to 
judge of the feasibility of a given project 
for research, especially when it lies outside 
the circumference of their own training. 
In my opinion such a system would result 
in much good to the stations and to the 
people at large. 

To sum up, let me say that the scien- 
tific research of this country and especially 
of the agricultural experiment stations, has 
not yet reached the high standard that is 
possible of attainment, and that the rea- 
sons would seem to be the following : a pop- 
ular disregard or lack of appreciation for 
research; the encroachment upon the time 
of the research man by teaching, outside 
and official work; annoyances and distrac- 
tions through the business and administra- 
tive organizations; the popular demand for 
practical and control work rather than for 
the fundamentally scientific. 

These unfavorable conditions could 
easily be remedied; and then requiring 
of the research man a more thorough train- 
ing, and giving him some rdiable counsel, 
the character of his research worit would 
unquestionably advance. 

Let me close by quoting Director A- C. 
True’s advice, which as seed, I hope, will 
not fall by the way nide, or unong thorns, 
or upon stony ground, but in ridi bitch 
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loam where it may grow and bring forth 
the desired harvest. He says: 

Words of friendly criticism may be as silver, 
but far better are gfolden words of encouragement. 

C. AumKD Jaoobson 
XJNivBESiTr or Nevada 


THE U. S, FISnEniES BIOLOGICAL STATION 
AT WOODS HOLE 

The laboratory of the IT, S. Fisheries Bio- 
logical Station at Woods Hole, Mass., was 
open from June 21 to September 15 during the 
past summer. P. H. Mitchell, of Brown Uni- 
versity, was director. Investigators appointed 
by the Bureau of Fisheries conducted the fol- 
lowing researches bearing on the economics of 
the iishin^ industries: L A. Field, of Clark 
College, the anatomy of the circulatory and 
nervous systems and the embryology of tlie 
edible muscle ; C. W. Hahn, of the High School 
of Commerce, the mode of infection by, and 
the life history of several parasites of herring, 
alewives and some other food fishes; A. Kimtz, 
of the Washington University Medical School, 
with L. Radcliffe, of the U. S. Bureau of 
Fisheries, the identification and study of the 
embryological and larval stages of twelve 
species of common fishes; E, Linton, of Wash- 
ington and Jefferson College, investigations 
of various fish parasites with special study of 
helminth and nematode parasites of butter fish, 
also a study of the food of winter flounders; 
P. H. Mitchell and W. W. Browne, of the 
College of City of New York, nutrition of 
oysters with special referenoo to conditions of 
glycogen formation; H. Morgulis, of the Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, the digestive 
enzymes of Teleosts, the changes in weight and 
composition of atarving lobsters, a critical 
analysis of Moore’s investigations on the metab- 
olism of marine organisms, and a colorimetric 
method for approximate oxygen determinations 
in sea-wator; G. G- Scott, of the College of the 
City of New York, the oJ^en consumption of 
developing fishes at various stages, the oxygen 
consumption of 42 marine forms for compari- 
son of rates of metabolism, the efficiency of 
variUns ineana of aerating aquaria, conditions 
affecting the oxygen requirements of fishes, the 


oxygen consumption of regenerating tissues, 
and the dry method of shipping live fishes; 
A. Thomas, of Clark University, the toxic 
effect of heavy metals on fishes; G. F. White, 
of Clark University, methods of preparing 
dried dogfish for human food, the distribution 
of nitrogen in dog fish muscle, the phosphatides 
of dogfish egg-oil, the collagenous matter of 
dogfish skulls and of tilefiah swim-bladders; 
W. W. Browne, of the College of the City of 
New York, the possibilities for fish to act as 
carriers of pollution bacteria and the time re- 
quired to rid fish of such bacteria when put in 
unpolluted water; B. H. Gross, the conditions 
affecting' the occurrence of color in “green 
oysters ’’ ; K. S. Rice, of BroWn University, the 
behavior of oyster spat under artificial condi- 
tions, and the methods of ridding oysters of 
the colored copi)er-contAining compound found 
in “green oysters.” 

Besides the work of employees of the bureau, 
a number of investigations were conducted by 
table applicants to whom tlie facilities of the 
laboratory were extended. Such researches 
were as follows; R. P. Bigelow, of the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, an exami- 
nation and study of 27 species of Crustacea 
collected by the Alhairons during the Philip- 
pine expedition; 8. R, Clemence, of the Amer- 
ican Museum of Natural History, a survey of 
the reptilian and batrachian fauna of the 
Elizabeth Island; G. A, MacCallum, observa- 
tions on fish parasites; G. H. Parker, of Har- 
vard University, a study of reflexes and other 
nerve reactions of Ccelenterates ; A. 0. Redfield, 
of Harvard University, the control of chroma- 
tophores in Fundidm embryos, in flounders 
and in homed toads; E. A Redfield, of Har- 
vard University, the movements of shell and 
mantle in Lainmellibranchs and the relation 
of such movements to respiration ; I. L. Shaw, 
studies of diatoms; J. M. Thorrington and 
F. P. Reagan, of Princeton University, the 
development of hybrids with especial reference 
to the vascular system; H, C. Tracy, of Mar- 
quette University, the relation of the swim- 
Wadder to the ear and the eighth nerve in 
ctupeidof) G. B. Wislooki, of Johns Hopkins 
University, the internal secretions of fishes. 
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TSS COLVMBU8 MEETING OF TES AMEM- 
WAN ASSOCIATION FOE TEE AE^ 
VANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

The arrangements for the Columbus meet- 
ing of the American Association for the Ad- 
vanoement of Science are taking definite shape 
and a large attendance and an interesting 
program are certain. 

The following affiliated societies have already 
indicated their intention of meeting at Oolom- 
buB at the same time: 

American Society of Naturalists. 

American Society of Zoologists. 

American Physical Society. 

Botanical Society of America. 

Botanists of the Central States. 

American Phytopathological Society. 
Entomological Society of America. 

American Association of Economic Entomologists. 
American Mathematical Society (Chicago Branch). 
American Nature-Study Society. 

American Microscopical Society. 

Society for Horticultural Science. 

Association of Official Seed Analysts of America. 
American Federation of Teachers of the Mathe- 
matical and the Natural Sciences. 

The School Garden Association of America. 

Some slight conflict, owing to the fact that 
the committee, designated to take charge of 
the Second Pan-American Scientific Oongrese 
to be held in Waahington, without consulta- 
tion with the officers of the American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science or, appar- 
ently, with other well-posted scientific men in 
this country, changed the date of the Congress 
from October, 1915, to December 27, 1916- 
January 8, 1916, thus occupying a large part 
of the time already set aside for the meetmgs 
of many national scientific organizations, 
nearly all of which are to meet elsewhere than 
in Washington. 

The group of economic and historical soci- 
eties have met this unfortunate situation by 
changing their plans to meet in Washington. 
Their sessions are to be held during the first 
week of the Congress. The American Asso- 
ciation for Ihe Advancement of Science and its 
affiliated societies, however, owing to the fact 
that the Congress is to be devoted very largely 
to economic subjects, have seen no reason to 


alter their plans and will carry forward tiiw 
Columbus meeting which every indioatioil 
shows will be eminently successful. 

The authorities of the congress, however, 
are anxious to secure some degree of coopera- 
tion from the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science and its affiliated 
societies and have extended an invitation to 
these organizations to come to Washington at 
the conclusion of the Columbus meeting and 
attend the meetings of the second week of the 
congress (January 3-8, 1916). It has also been 
suggested by the assistant secretary general of 
the congress (Dr. G. L. Swiggett), that the 
association might to advantage hold an ad- 
journed session of one day in Washington to 
indicate its desire to assist in welcoming the 
delegates from other American countries to the 
United States. 

Whether this invitation will be accepted is 
a matter which can not well be decided until 
the Columbus meeting. That such a session 
of the association should be^^led an adjourned 
session from Columbus would, in a way, be 
discrediting the Columbus boats of the asso- 
ciation, since the coming meeting should be 
definitely known as the Columbus meeting and 
not as the Columbus-Washington meeting. It 
might, however, be arranged so that the Amer- 
ican Association could bold a special session 
at Washington on some one of the dates indi- 
cated and which need not in any way detract 
from the success of the Columbus meeting or 
from the fact that the convocation week meet- 
ing of 1915-1916 shall go down to history as 
the Columbus meeting. 

L. O, Howabd, 
Psmonanf Sewiarp 


SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 
The spring meeting of the American Chem- 
ical Society for 1916 will be held in Urbana, 
Illinois, April 18 to 21, inclusive. At that 
time the new chemical laboratory of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois, said to be the largest in the 
world, will be dedicated^ 

Mcu E. W. Bwantok has been elected ptesir 
dent of the British Mycological Society. 
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PnorfiSBOR Eberth, formerly professor of 
pathologic anatomy in Halle, discoverer of the 
typhoid bacillus, celebrated his eightieth birth- 
day on September 21, 

The officers elected by the Medical Research 
Club of the University of Illinois for the 
year 1916-16 are: Dr. J. J, Moore, president, 
and Dr. Roy L. Moody, secretary. 

Dh. Theodore Mohtensen, curator of the 
National Museum at Copenhagen, is in Los 
Angeles conducting scientific research as a 
guest of the biology department of the Uni- 
versity of Southern California. 

Dr. Daniel J. McCarthy, professor of med- 
ical jurisprudence in the University of Penn- 
sylvania, has returned from the American 
Ambulance Hospital in Paris and will moke 
a report on thu influence of the war on the 
nervous system and mental future of the sol- 
diers. 

Maroabbt Harwood (Radcliffe, ’07), later 
at Harvard Observatory until June, 1912, and 
since then, by annual award, astronomical 
fellow of the Nantucket Maria Mitchell As- 
sociation, has been appointed for an indefinite 
term fellow of the association and director of 
its observatory. This year, which is the 
“ quadrennial ” provided for in the fellowship, 
Miss Harwood is studying at the University 
of California. Her new year at the Nantucket 
Observatory will begin June 16, 1916. A five 
hundred dollar Maria Mitchell fellowship for 
research work at Harvard Observatory will be 
available for the throe years 1916 to 1919. 

Professor H, Eies, of the department of 
geology, of Cornell University, will give a 
course of ten lectures on economic geology, at 
Columbia University during the first term, 
in the absence of Professor J. F. Kemp, who 
is absent on leave. 

At the November meeting of the Central 
Association of Science and Mathematics 
Teachens, Professor L. C. Karpinsky, of tlia 
University of Michigan, will give a paper on 
the story of algebra. After this paper an 
tour will be devoted to the discussion of the 
place of the history of mathematios in de- 
meniary science. 


Professor Heinbioh 0. Hofhan, acting head 
of the department of mining and metallurgy at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, ad- 
dressed on October 20 the Franklin Institute 
in Philadelphia on " The Metallurgy of 
Copper,” 

The opening address at the college of medi- 
cine, University of Hllnois, was delivered by 
Dr. Wm. H, Welker, assistant professor of 
physiological chemistry. 

In his annual report, President Charles F, 
Thwing, of Western Reserve University, pays 
tributes to Dr. Dudley P. Allen and Dr. Hunter 
H. Powell, referred to as having performed 
distinguished services as members of the 
faculty of the School of Medicine, President 
Thwing says: 

Among the gifts included in the donation of 
$1,000,000 for the endowment of the School of 
Medicine was the sum of $40,000 given by mem- 
bers of this board with the request that this sum 
be need in some form to give aid to the work la 
which Dr. Powell was interested. I therefore ven- 
ture to renew a recommendation made in a previ- 
ous report that a fund be formally established to 
bear the name of Dr. Powell, of which the income 
shall be used for the support of the department 
to which he gave hie life. To the $40,000 which 
should be thus set aside might fittingly be added 
at least $10,000. I also beg leave to express the 
hope that, in recognition of Dr. Allen's great 
service rendered to the cause of surgery in and 
through the School of Medicine, a special fund 
may be secured to bear his name, the income of 
which shall be used for research in the science of 
surgery, or for the support of its practise. 

At the meeting of the faculty of the Cor- 
nell University Medical College held at the 
College on Friday, October 15, 1916, the fol- 
lowing memorial was read and adopted: 

Austin Flint, MJ)., LL.D., professor emeritus 
in the Oornell University Medical College, passed 
away September 22, 1916, in the eightieth year of 
his age. A student of Claude Bernard and of 
Bobln, he early achieved distinction. Thus, in 
1B62, at the age of twenty-five, he discovered a 
substance in human feces which he called ster- 
eorin, recognising it as a derivative of cholesterln. 
This Recovery was awarded honorable mention 
by the Institute of France. It did not receive full 
Tscognitioti because of an unfavorable pronounce- 
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maut b7 Hopp^-Seyler. l^wever, in 1896^ eter* 
corin waa again discovered, this time by Bond* 
ajnski, and given the name of koproeterin. To 
Flint, however, working with older, cruder math- 
ode, belongs the credit of having first isolated the 
substance in pure crystalline form. Austin Flint 
was one of the greatest teachers of the old school 
of American medicine. A forceful orator and 
skilled experimentalist, he was the first in this 
country to expound the doctrines of the French 
school of physiology which in his early life waa 
at the height of its renown. Dr. Flint took pride 
in being of the fifth generation of noted physi- 
cian^ his great-grandfather and hlg father hav- 
ing borne the name Austin Flint, a name which 
outlives him in a surviving son. We, the faculty 
of Cornell University Medical College, with which 
Dr. Flint was assoelated during ten years, hereby 
record our appreciation of this life and beg to 
tender our sympathies to his family. 

Aowustus Jay Du Bois, for thirty years pro- 
feasor of civil engineering in the Sheffield 
Scientific School, Yale University, died at his 
home in New Haven, on October 19, at the age 
of aixty-aix years. 

Thk Eev. Fatukr Charles M. Charhoptto, 
S.J., an astronomer, and formerly head of the 
department of science of St. Louis University, 
died at St. Charles, Mo., on October 17. 

Kev. Michael J. Tully, S.J., died on 
October 20, at the age of thirty-nine years, at 
Fordliam University, New York. Father Tully 
had occupied the chair of chemistry in Boston 
College, at Holy Cross, St. Francis Xavier 
and Fordham University. 

Edward A. Mmcnm, F.R.S., professor of 
protosoology in the University of lA)ndon, has 
died at the age of forty-nine years. 

Professor C. A. Ewald, of Berlin, distin- 
guished for his work on diseases of the 
stomach, for thirty years editor of the Berliner 
Iclinische WochenBchrift, died on September 
20, in his seventieth year. 

At the recent meeting in Manchester, as we 
learn from Nature, the general committee of 
the British Association unanimously adopted 
the following resolution, which has been for- 
warded to the Prime Minister, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer and the Presidents of the 
Board of Education and of Agriculture and 


Fisheries: “That the British Association for 
the Advancement of Science, believing that the 
higher education of the nation is of supreme 
importance in the present crisis of our his- 
tory, trusts that his Majesty’s government will, 
by continuing its financial support, maintain 
the efficiency of teaching and research in the 
universities and university colleges of the 
United Kingdom.” 

The geological department of Yale Univer- 
sity has since 1871 graduated 60 men and 2 
women with the degree of doctor of philos- 
ophy. Of these .60 are living, and all but 4 
are following geology as a profession. Up to 
1890 the degree was conferred upon 7, during 
the decade 1890-1900 upon 8, from 1900 to 
1910 upon 22, and since then upon 16. Of 
those following the profession, 16 are pro- 
fessors and 6 are assistant professors or in- 
structors in universities, 11 are geologists on 
the Geological Survey of Canada and 6 on 
the United States Geological Survey, 6 are 
state geologists, and 8 are curators of geolog- 
ical collections in public museiuna. 


VNIVEmiTY AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS 

The sum of about $4(X),000 has l>een sub- 
scribed in the University of Michigan alumni 
campaign for $1,000,000 with which to build 
and endow a home for the Michigan Union, 
as a memorial to Dr. James B, Angell, presi- 
dent emeritus. 

Delaware College, at Newark, has received 
a gift of $500,000, from a donor whose name 
is withheld, for the construction and mainte- 
nance of buildings. 

The contracts have been awarded for the 
erection of a new biological laboratory at the 
University of Nebraska to house the depart- 
ments of botany and zoology. The building 
will be a memorial to the late Charles E. 
Beasey and will be known as " Bessey Hall.” 
The main building will consist of three floors 
and a basement fifty by two hundred and 
thirty-five feet with a riiort wing at eaoh end- 
Greenhouses and vivaria will be connected 
with the building. 
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Thk formal opening of the new cbemiatry 
building of the Univoraity of South Dakota, 
Vermillion, waa celebrated on October 12 and 
IS. Professor Louis Kohlenberg, of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, delivered the address 
on that occasion. His subject was “The 
Ohemical Aspects of Osmosis.” He also spoke 
at convocation of the university on the sub- 
ject “Important Factors in choosing Lifers 
Work.” 

Tuk Journal of the American Medical As- 
sociation states that an important branch of 
the department of pathology in the J ohns 
Hopkins University, to be devoted entirely to 
research work, will be opened within the next 
six weeks in the pathologic building, after Dr. 
William H. Welch returns from China. The 
rooms to be occupied in the new work have 
been equipped with scientific appliances and 
instruments costing several thousand dollars. 
A fund aggregating $22,000 has been raised 
for supporting the work for three years. In 
the absence of Dr. Welch, Dr. Milton 0. Win- 
temitz, his first assistant, has been directing 
the work. 

PRorKSSOH Alfred IL Llovd. of the depart- 
ment of philosophy, has been appointed to 
succeed the late Professor Karl E, Guthe as 
dean of the University of Michigan Graduate 
School. 

Dr. Wiluam G, Spillbr has been elected 
professor of neurology in the medical school 
of the University of Pennsylvania, filling the 
vacancy made by the resignation of Dr. 
Charles K. Mills. Dr. Mills has been elected 
professor emeritus. 

Da. John C. Donaldson, recently from the 
Johns Hopkins Medical School and the 
Phipps Psychiatric Institute, has been ap- 
pointed instructor in anatomy at the Univer- 
sity of Oinemnati, Dr. Edward F. Malone 
has been advanced to be associate professor 
of imatomy in the same university. 

De, Wbbley M. Baldwin has resigned as 
assistant professor of anatomy from the Oor- 
ndl University Medical College to accept the 
position of professor of anatomy at the Albany 
Hodieal College, Dr, Charles V. Morrill has 
Immbi appointed instructor in anatomy and 


Dr. Kobert Chambers, assistant in anatomy 
at the Cornell University Medical College. 

At the StevMis Institute of Technology 
Mr. Samuel H. Lott, instructor in descriptive 
geometry and mechanical drawing has been 
appointed assistant professor. Mr. L. 0. F. 
Horle, assistant in physios, and Mr. Lewis A. 
Mding, assistant in electrical engineering, 
have been made instructors. 

Dr. Richard M. Holman, who received the 
degree of doctor of philosophy at the Univer- 
sity of California in May, has been elected a 
member of the staff of botany of the Univer- 
sity of Michigan. Before attending the Uni- 
versity of California Dr. Holman spent two 
years in study at Leipzig with Dr, Pfeffer. 
Previous to that time and after graduating 
from Leland Stanford Junior University he 
was a member of the faculty of the Univer- 
sity of the Philippines. 

Dr. Ciias. 0. Chambers, formerly of Pea- 
body College, Nashville, Tenn., has taken up 
his work as head of the department of botany 
and station botanist at the Oklahoma College. 

Thomas L. Patterson, for the past three 
years associate professor of biology and physi- 
ology in the University of Maryland, school of 
medicine, has assumed the duties of assistant 
professor of physiology in the faculty of medi- 
cine of Queen's University, Kingston, Canada. 


DISCUSSION AND C0MS8P0NDSNCS 
international rules or zoological nomen- 
clature 

To the Editob of Science: Frequent re- 
quests oome to me for an English edition of the 
International Rules of Zoological Nomen- 
clature, as emended to date. 

The Buies in question are published in the 
following places; 

English: Proceedings of the Ninth Interna- 
tional Congress on Zoology, held at Monaco, 
Marc*, 1»1», published by the Imprimerie 
Oberthur, Eennes, France, 1014. 

French: By Maurice Oossmann (Revus Ofi* 
tkw de PdUoeoologiB), 110 Fanboarg 
Poissomuftre, Paris, France, 1914. Price 
5 francs. 



610 


SCIENCE 


S. VoL, XLH. No. 108T 


Jialian: Eegole Intemationali della Nomsii* 
datura 2k>ologica. Translated by Professor 
F. S. Monticelli, and published by Luigi 
Niccolai, Florence, Italy, 1914. Price 5 lira. 
Several unsuccessful attempts have been 
made to obtain a reprint in English^ but the 
outlook for sale has been so indefinite, or other 
points have arisen, so that publishers have not 
been inclined to undertake the work as a busi- 
ness venture. Finally, in order to make it pos- 
sible for zoologists to obtain a copy of the rules 
to date, arrangements have been made for a 
mimeographed edition of all the rules, with 
cross references to the opinions, and with an 
appendix containing summaries of the opin- 
ions No. 1 to No. 66. 

This mimeographed edition is issued by T. O. 
Smallwood, 3216 N Street, Washington, D. 0., 
price per copy 60 cents, plus 10 cents postage. 

0. W. SnLEB, 
Secretary to Commission 

OEBMINATING POLLEN 

To THE Editor of Science: In the past, a 
number of requests have come in asking for 
the method employed by this station in deter- 
mining the gerrainability of pollen of decidu- 
ous tree- and bush-fruits. Others who are in- 
terested in this matter will find the following 
method useful. 

Mature pollen, either directly from the 
anther, or that which previously has been col- 
lected and stored, is used. Van Tieghem cells 
or 10 X 20 mm. moist chamber rings are fast- 
ened to ordinary microscope object slides by 
means of soft paraffin, employing as little as 
possible of the latter, and yet secure a water- 
proof joint. Put one or two drops of water 
into the cell and at two or three points about 
the upper edge place tiny drops of vaseline. 
This is better than the smearing of the entire 
circumference, since it serves as well to hold 
the cover in place and does not exclude air. 
Next place a small drop of the germinating 
medium in the center of a cover glass having 
a diameter somewhat greater than that of the 
cell. We employ 22 mm. squares. If the 
medium tends to spread over the glass, spread 


very thinly with vaseline and wipe with a dry 
cloth until the vaseline apparently has been 
removed. Sow the pollen grains evenly and 
sparingly over the surface of the drop by 
means of a needle or camel’a-hair brush. If 
the latter is used hold it above the drop and 
tap lightly to scatter the pollen. Pollen may 
be used directly from the expanded anther by 
touching the latter to the germinating medium. 
Quickly invert the cover, place over the ceD, 
and press it down gently, having the drop of 
germinating medium approximately in the 
center. A temperature of 22® to 26® Centi- 
grade is best. 

The germinating medium is the most im- 
portant item. It may be necessary to vary its 
composition for the several varieties of fruits 
or even for the same variety, depending upon 
prevailing environmental conditions under 
which the pollen developed or has been stored. 

Sometimes a 3 per cent, to 10 per cent, 
aqueous solution of cane sugar is entirely sat- 
isfactory. If there is considerable bursting of 
the pollen grains soon after sowing, increase 
the percentage of sugar; decrease the amount 
if plasmolysis takes place. Solutions should 
be made up fresh each day. Frequently it has 
been impossible to secure the optimum germi- 
nation from simple sugar solutions. Most of 
the difficulties were avoided and excellent re- 
sults obtained, when from i per cent, to 2 per 
cent, gelatin was added to the medium. The 
gelatine is first made up as a 4 per cent, or 8 
per cent, solution. Soak the gelatin in cold 
water, then dissolve with the least possible 
heating. This solution, without sugar, will 
remain fit for use for several days. From this 
stock solution of gelatin, dilutions are readily 
obtained. In making up the germinating 
medium the diluted gelatin solution is reck- 
oned as water and the cane sugar added di- 
rectly to it. While not absolutely exact, per- 
haps, the method is sufficiently accurate. 
Thus, for a 4 per cent, solution of sugar in i 
per cent, gelatin, add one gram cane sugar to 
24 C.C, of a i per cent, gelatin solution. Com- 
binations of 3 per cent, to 12 per cent* oane 
sugar in i per cent, to 2 per cent, gelatin have 
proved ve^ satisfactory. No definite condki- 
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nation can be recommended for any particular 
variety. 

While it is generally possible to secure a 
higher percentage germination in the gelatin* 
sugar solutions than in the simple sugar so- 
lution » growth of the pollen tube is often less 
rapid, especially when the larger amounts of 
gelatin are used. This is frequently an ad- 
rantage if large numbers of samples are being 
tested, since long, interlacing tubes make 
counting difficult. E. J. Kbaus 

OaXGON AOBICULTUltAL ErPXRIMKKT STATION 


SCimTlFIC BOOKS 

Mconomic Geography. By John MoFaalake, 
lecturer in geography in the TTniversity of 
lianchester. The Macmillan Company* 
870. Pp. 560. $2.25. 

The work is based on the principle of nat- 
ural regions. It is recognised, however, that 
political conditions control economic develop- 
ment so largely that the boundaries of coun- 
tries, whether natural or arbitrary, must fig- 
ure in the reckoning. Also true geographic 
units may be closely linked into a group 
dominated by one or more geographic factors. 

Preceding the geography of continents and 
countries are three chapters on physical condi- 
tions of economic activity, climate and vege- 
tation. These chapters occupy but 26 pages 
and it may be questioned whether so brief and 
general a statement is useful as an introduc- 
tion to the main treatment. The author recog- 
nises that the economic geographer relies on 
the geologist, meteorologist, botanist, etc., for 
the data which he correlates, and it would, in 
the reviewer’s judgment, be as well to leave the 
case thus; for, to take an example, a non- 
geologist could not derive much help from the 
author’s two-page account of rocks and geo- 
logical periods, or from one page on the prin- 
ciples of geomorphology, or the like brief 
discussions of winds, ocean currents and the 
distribution of plants. Should we not frankly 
eonoede that this branch of geography is an 
advanced phase to be based on previous train- 
ing in physical and biological geography? 

The proportioning of ^ace in the regional 
treatment is fairly balanced considering that 


the text is no doubt expected to be used mainly 
by British students. This fact would justify 
38 pages for the United Kingdom and 34 for 
the United States. Indeed moat American 
texts are more one-sided than tliis. On the 
same basis we can not criticize the assignment 
of more space to India and Ceylon than to 
Germany, or giving two thirds as much space 
to Canada as to the United States. Our author 
used the term economic as designating the 
phase of anthropogeography here treated. It is 
not easy to see that the subject-matter differs 
in general scope from the volume by Mr. 
Chisholm, who although deeply versed in eco- 
nomic conditions, calls his handbook com- 
mercial geography. So, it would seem, we are 
still using these terms interchangeably. It is 
to be hoped tlmt we may be able in time to 
arrive at more specific terminology. 

As for the body of the work, we find sound, 
clearly expressed and informing accounts of 
the physical conditions, products and trada of 
the various countries, the work of a thorough 
and conscientious geographer. The illustra- 
tions are confined to maps, eighteen in number, 
mainly devoted to rainfall and the delineation 
of natural regions. Possibly the author’s plan 
was deliberate, not to emphasize transporta- 
tion either by map or text, and thus to justify 
somewhat the term economic. The chapter on 
the United States has been prepared with evi- 
dent care. The map of natural regions conveya 
some misapprehensions which indeed a gen- 
eralized map could not avoid. Some mislead- 
ing boundaries, however, are qualified by state- 
ments in the text. Still it is not quite appro- 
priate, as seen by an American geographer, to 
include the lake plains of New York and the 
coastal plain of New Jersey in a "Middle 
Appalachian Region.” 

The volume takes a good place among the 
few comprehensive manuals in English deal- 
ing with this aspect of geography. 

A. P. Briohah 

10 AND ITS ENVIRONMENT 

Thr manuscript of Dr. Ohas. 0. Adams’s 
paper on " The Variations and Ecological Dis- 
tribution of the Snails of the Genus lo ” was 
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oompleted more than three years affo, but has 
only recently been published.^ However, little 
has appeared in the interim which bears 
directly on the subject and the author has not 
found it necessary to alter his original dis- 
cussion, 

lo is a small genus of large aquatic snails 
oonhned to the Tennessee Biver system and 
mainly to that part which lies upstream from 
Chattanooga. On looking over a representa- 
tive collection of these shells one is immediately 
impressed with the great variation in their 
spinosity; some are absolutely smooth, and 
tliere is every intergrade from these to sheUs 
on which the spines are nearly or quite as 
long as the radius of the whorl. In addition 
there is a considerable range in the variates 
which one is tempted to call ‘^ordinary” — 
general size of adults, globosity or shell index, 
color, and so forth. Adams examined chiefly 
the variation in shell diameter, globosity and 
spinosity. This he did by making careful meas- 
urements of large collections from stations 
throughout the range of the genus. Data for 
variation curves are given not only in abso- 
lute frequencies, but in “ frequencies reduced 
to thousands ” and in plotted curves. No data 
are given for studying correlated variation, 
nor has the variability of the characters been 
analyzed by use of the statistical methods now 
familiar, by reputation at least, to all students 
of evolution. There is probably ample justi- 
fication for this omission in the fact that it is 
very difficult to be sure that a series is homo- 
geneous with respect to age. At any rate, a 
large amount erf data is offered to any enter- 
prising biometrician who may care to tackle it, 
and the author seems to have gotten along 
fairly well, as far as ho has gone, without a 
thorough mathematical analysis of the varia- 
bility. 

An inspection of the curves shows that there 
is a progressive change from the headwatetrs 
of the various branches of the river system 
downstream as follows : “ From a greater diam- 
eter of the shell to less; from a high degree of 

1 Memoirs of the National Aosdomy of Sciences, 
Vol. XIL, Part n.> Second Memoir, 1916, pp. 
1-184, 61 platM. 


globosity to one of a less degree; from a Q>ine- 
less to relatively long spines; from a narrow 
space between the spines to a wider s(paoe; 
and from a relatively low spine index to one oi 
a high degree. The change from the smooth 
to the^ spinose shell is relatively abrupt, as 
shown by the modes, but there is a perfect series 
of individual intergrAdations.” The fact that 
in the Holston Biver near Bogersville there are 
smooth shells where one would expect from tibe 
foregoing to find spiny ones wiU be referred to 
later. 

The generally accepted belief among pale- 
ontologists concerning the phylogenetic devel- 
opment of spines is quoted from Beecher* as 
follows : 

The first species fof a group of animals] are 
small and unomaxnented. They increase In size, 
complexity and diversity, until tho cnlmination, 
when most of the spinose forms begin to appear. 
During the decline extravagant types are apt to 
develop, and if the end is not yet reached, the 
group is continued in the small and unspecializad 
species which did hot partake of the general tend* 
ency to spinose growth. 

Tlie author considers the possible effects of 
direct environmental action, hybridization 
and other factors as explaining the distribu- 
tion of the various shell types, but there are not 
sufficient data at hand to reach a satisfactory 
conclusion. Experimental work waa started 
but dropped because of lack of facilities. 
However, the ortbogfenetic “ law of ornamenta- 
tion” just quoted, taken in connection with 
stream history and the mixing of strains, 
seems to explain many of the facts. 

What might be called pbylogenetically young 
streams are rapid In such the pbylogenetieally 
young lo developed, small and smooth. As 
time went on the streams became older, less 
rapid or with rapids further apart at the place 
where lo started, but the streams continued 
ever young at their heads where they worked 
back into the land mass* lo became phylo-* 
genetically older at its place of origin and 
progressed in its orthogenetic course toward 

*'^Th 0 Oiigin and Bignifioanoe of ftplnss. A 
Study in Evolution,’^ Tale Bloeiiteitiilal Pabltea- 
tioas^ 1901, pp. 1-106. 



OClHOBKft 29, 1&16] 


SCIENCE 


613 


large and spiny shells. The original type of 
snails followed the “ young part of the stream 
backward and thus there tends to be a continu- 
ous series of forma as one follows the stream. 
One has but to start at the headwaters and go 
do^ stream in order to see unfolded the his- 
tory of both stream and shell. By the time 
Chattanooga is reached the stream has gotten 
too old, phyaiographically, for the snails, too 
deep and iwssibly too contaminated. 

The finding of smooth shells near Rogers- 
ville in the Hols ton River and of spiny shells 
above them really fits in with this idea if we 
look more closely into the history of this part 
of the river system, for here there has been 
stream piracy, A young stream containing 
smooth shells has probably worked over into 
the valley of an old stream, containing spiny 
shells above the point of intersection, and the 
result is the Holston River as wc now know it. 

To be sure, wo should like to have an ex- 
planation of the causes underlying the law of 
ornamentation, and also of the reason why the 
successively spinier snails seem to have forced 
their smoother relatives to migrate with the 
growth of the stream or to have been prevented 
from working up to the headwaters themselves, 
but we cam not expect an explanation of the 
ultimate and Dr. Adams is to be congratulated 
on the progress which this paper makes in the, 
as yet, largely unexplored field of animal 
ecology. Frank E. Lutz 

THSl PLIOCENS FLOEAS OF HOLLAND 

Tek study of the more immediate progen- 
itors of the exiating flora, the vast changes in 
distribution, and the extensive extinctions and 
migrations that resulted from the glaciation 
of the Pleistocene, as well as the evolution of 
recent herbaceous forms that followed in its 
wake, constitutes a field of endeavor that not 
only appeals to the imagination, but one that 
ofl^ers much to botany and much that is useful 
in reconstructing the geography, climate and 
histo^ of the late Tertiary and the Quaternary, 
For thirty^odd yecirs Cleznent Reid has been 
engaged in the study of the PUooene aUd 
P^iatocene deposits of Britain and their con- 


tained floras. Some years ago with the assist- 
ance of Eleanor M. Reid he described the upper 
Pliocene flora of Tegelen in Holland,' and 
recently these authors have published the re- 
sults of an elaborate study of similar remains 
from a slightly older horizon collected from the 
brick-clays of Reuver, Swalmen and Brunssum 
along the Dutch-Prussian border.* 

This study is not only a significant contribu- 
tion to the botany of the Pliocene, but it fur- 
nishes data of great importance to historical 
geology. With the shallowing of the Diestian 
or perhaps the Scaldisian sea, the delta of the 
combined Rhino and Meuse extended a long 
distance to the northwest as it did at several 
subsequent times during its history, as is 
proven by tlie Rhine gravels in the Cromer beds 
of Norfolk, and by the mammalian fauna and 
peat of the Dogger Bank. Remains of the 
middle Pliocene high-level terraces, much 
faulted, occur to the south and east of the 
Limburg plain, where the brick clays are ex- 
posed in the scarp facing that plain. The 
materials were collected by W. Jougmans of 
Leiden and P. Tesch of the Geological Insti- 
tute for the exploration of the Netherlands. 
The Reids expended all of their efforts on the 
remains of fruits and Seeds which they labori- 
ously picked out of the washings of an enor- 
mous amount of material. 

In the less ligiiitic loams lying immediately 
below the horizon reported upon, irapresaions 
of leaves occur and theae were studied some 

C., and E. M,, ‘*Tbe Fossil Flora of 
Tegelen-sur-Meuso, near Venloo, in the Province 
of Limburg,'' VfrMndl. Eon, Alcad. Wetensch. 
(Tweede Seotie), Deel XIIX., No. 6, 1907; “On 
DuKchium vetpiformo sp. nov. from the Brick- 
earth of Tegelen," Vonlag, JSton. Akad, Wetensch, 
Amsterdam, 1908, p. 898; "A Further Invostiga- 
tion of the Pliocene Flora of Tegolon," Ibidem, 
1910, pp. 19^-199. 

eJMd, 0.| and E. M., “Preliminary Note on 
the Fossil Plants from Beuver, Brunssum and 
Swalmen," TiidsoK Kon, Ned, Aardrijks. Oeno- 
oischap, 2e ser., Deel XXVni., afl. 4, 3911, pp. 
645-047; “The Pliocene Floras of the 0utch- 
Prossian Border," Mededeelingen BijksopBporing 
vm J>etfsiQffen, No. 6, The Hague, 1915, 178 pp., 
4 tf., 80 pie. 
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years ago by L. Laurent of Marseilles.* His 
determination included ten dicotyledons and 
one conifer and indicated a similar age to that 
indicated by the overlying seed and fruit flora. 
The latter is remarkable in including nearly 
three hundred species, of which the botanical 
position of about 77 per cent, is determined 
with considerable certainty. This flora is 
^own to present a striking similarity to the 
living flora of the uplands of western China 
and to its more or less allied geographical prov- 
inces, t, 0 .. Japan, the Himalayas, eastern 
Tibet and the Malay Peninsula. A more re- 
mote relationship is shown with the existing 
flora of Europe or the Caucasus, and a still 
more remote relationship with the existing 
flora of North America. 

This oriental character is shown by the pres- 
ence in Limburg of forms like Onetum 
scandens, Zelhowa 1cea3ci, Pprularia edulie. 
Magnolia hohui, PrumiB maximoviotii, Sie- 
wariia pseudo’camellia, etc., no longer natives 
of Europe, as well as by representatives of 
genera such as Meliosma, Actinidxa, Oorylopms, 
Camptotheca, etc., not found in the existing 
European flora, but represented by closely 
allied species in China. Even when the genus 
is still a member of the European flora, the 
fossil species appears to he closer to the exist- 
ing Asiatic rather than the existing European 
representative, as, for example, in the genera 
Pierocarya, Styrax, Betula, Comm, Clemaiis, 
Eupaiorium, etc. There are, however, among 
the fossils a number of large-seeded forms that 
are still represented in the flora of Europe, 
among which may be mentioned Picea exeeUa, 
Querem rohur, CarpiniLs hetuhiB, Oorplus 
avellana, Prunm speciosa. Ilex aquifolium, 
VitiB vinifera and Fagvs cf. silvaiica. 

The Reuverian flora, as it has been called» 
appears to indicate a climate about like that 
of southern Franc© of the present time, but 
with a more abundant rainfall. It was richer 
in species than the present flora of Central 
Europe and the number of arborescent forms 
was greater, both relatively and absolutely, 

»In Jongmans, W., **BappoTt over aijne paleo- 
bot,'' EiihBoptporitt^g «w DefHoffen, Jahren, 
1908-11, pp. 23-25. 


comprising fifty per cent, of the determined 
forms. This and other conclusions which are 
deduced from the present study are well known 
to paleobotanists, but seem to require constant 
reiteration to get a hearing with botanists or 
geologietm 

The authors^ explanation of events is in 
brief an immigration of this rich and varied 
warm temperate flora into the Dutch region [a 
survival in this region as a part of the rich 
and more or less cosmojwlitan flora of the 
earlier Tertiary is probably a better way of 
stating the case], where with tlse progressive 
lowering of temperatures in the late Pliocene 
as is indicated by the floras of Togelen near 
Venloo, Wylerberg near Nijmwegen and the 
Cromer Forest bed, it found its Retreat to the 
southward cut off by mountains, seas or deserts, 
from the Pyrenees on the west eastward all of 
the way to Tibet, so that all but a few forms 
like Qwercus rohur, Corylus avellana and Picea 
exceUa were subsequently exterminated. Even 
those forms that succeeded in reaching the 
shores of the Mediterranean seem to have 
found themselves in a climate that was too dry. 

Compared with Europe both North America 
and eastern Asia afforded better facilities for 
a continuous movement of plants to the south- 
ward and back — North America with its 
mountains trending north and south, with the 
broad valley of the Mississippi and the well- 
watered Atlantic coastal plain — eastern Asia 
with the coastal plain of China and the great 
river-valley systemr of that country. Becoloni- 
zatiou from the southward in post-glacial 
Europe was a slow process and these are two 
of the reasons why the existing Asiatic flora 
or that of eastern North America is so much 
richer than that of Europe. 

Among botanical items that I have not yet 
mentioned are species of Ardma, MwBut, £wb- 
dendrm, Cinnamomum, Bahea, MimuBopa, 
Diospgros, stones of a Nym indistinfi^ishable 
from our American splvaHca, as well as many 
others that might he enumerated. It must 
make the shade of Bentham turn over to have 
an Englishman identify the fruits of Proteacess 
in Europe. 

All of the material is oarpologioal, t. a., I^e 
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remains of fruits and seeds> which is supposed 
to he more certainly determinable than leaf 
impressions. It has been laboriously compared 
with recent material in the Kew herbarium and 
from other sources and is illustrated by en- 
larged photographs often showing the recent 
seed by the side of the fossil. One is impressed 
with the care with which the work has been 
done and the authors certainly merit the grati- 
tude of their confreres. I venture to hope 
that they will feel called upon to give us the 
benefit of their experience in instituting a com- 
parison, confessedly difficult, between their 
Pliocene fruit and seed floras of Reuver, Teg- 
el en, Cromer, etc., and the abundant Pliocene 
floras represented by leaves in France, Italy 
and throughout southeastern Europe. 

Edwabd W. Bbbbt 
.loHNs Hopkins XJNivBasiTY, 

BAtTTMOEK, Md. 

SPECIAL ARTICLES 
THR MEASUREMENT OF OXIDATION IN THE 
BEA-UROHIN EQQ 

Because of its accuracy and convenience, 
Winkler’s method of determining the amount 
of oxygen in solution has been almost exclu- 
sively used in the various studies of oxygen 
consumption of sea-urchin eggs. This method, 
as described in various texts of quantitative 
analysis, depends upon a chain of reactions, 
which result finally in the liberation of two 
atoms of iodine for each atom of oxygen orig- 
inally present in solution. The investigator of 
egg oxidations measures the oxygen content of 
some Headwater before and after eggs have 
been contained in it. The usual procedure ap- 
pears to be about as follows : The eggs are en- 
closed in a 300 o.o, bottle filled with sea-water 
and tightly sealed. At the conclusion of a cer- 
tain time interval (usually an hour), the 
supernatant sea-water is siphoned oS into a 
250 C.C. bottle and tested for oxygen. From 
the value thus obtained, the oxygen concentra- 
tion in the 300 o.o. bottle at the conclusion of 
the experiment can be computed, and thus if 
the original oxygen content of the sea-water is 
known, the amount of oxygen consumption ia 
readily obtained by subtraction. 


It is obvious that the ordinary Winkler 
method of determining oxygen loses its effi- 
ciency in the presence of any substance which 
takes up iodine. Now it is a fact that iodine 
absorbing substances are actually present in 
sea-water which has stood over sea-urchin eggs. 
This can best be shown by actual measurement 
of the iodine absorption of such *‘egg sea- 
water.”^ These measurements have been made 
a number of times. They show a small but 
quite constant value. 

Of course after the eggs have been treated 
with any cytolytic agent, they give off to the 
sea-water very much larger quantities of iodine- 
absorbing substances. 

Analytical chemists have suggested at least 
two methods of making Winkler determina- 
tions in the presence of organic substances. 
Perhaps the Hideal and Stewart method is the 
one most often used.® In this method the 
organic substances are oxidized by potassium 
permanganate in tlie presence of sulphuric 
acid. This method may do very well for most 
organic substances, but in order to oxidise 
proteins completely, hot concentrated perman- 
ganate solutions are necessary, and the dilute 
solutions recommended by Rideal and Stewart 
can accomplish but very little in the way of 
oxidations. The extensive literature on the 
oxidation of prpteins by permanganate solu- 
tions can not be referred to here; the reader 
will find many references in Oppenheimer^s 

Handbuch der Blochemie.”* In actual prac- 
tise the Rideal and Stewart method has not 
proved satisfactory. 

Another method is to determine the iodine- 
absorbing powers of the water which contains 
organic matter.* In this way a correction is 
obtained which is added to the value determined 
by the ordinary Winkler method. In meas- 
uring egg oxidations, this method is open to 
the objection that the sample chosen for the 
correction may not be truly representative of 

1 JT. s., s«a-water which has stood over eggs. 

* Rideal and Stewart, Analyst, XXVI., 143, 1901, 

»Vol. 1, pp. 489-495. 

^ Cf, hvmga, * * Technical Methods of Chemical 
Analysis/’ New York, 3908, VoL 1, Part Jl., p. 
788. 
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the entire volume of “egg sea-vrater,’^ The 
presence of eggs at the bottom of the bottle 
makes impossible the thorough mixing which 
should precede the taking of a sample. 

Sea- water wliich has stood over eggs in 
shallow beakers exposed to the air always 
gives much lower values for oxygen content 
than ordinary sea -water at the aame tempera- 
ture. The difference is of the same order of 
magnitude as the amount of oxygen used by the 
eggs in an hour. But it is not due to oxygen 
consumption, for the “ egg sea-water ” may be 
siphoned off and allowed to remain several 
hours in contact with air, so that equilibrium 
is certainly established. The difference is of 
course in part due to the iodine absorption of 

egg sea-water,” but not wholly so. For if we 
test a representative sample and obtain the 
necessary correction for iodine absorption, a 
difference still remains. If we assume that our 
method is accurate, we are led to the conclu- 
sion that the solubility of oxygen in sea-water 
is lowered by some substance or substances 
secreted by, or dissolved away from the eggs. 
This is not at all unusual, if we remember that 
Findlay and his collaborators have shown that 
many colloidal substances exert a weU-marked 
influence on the solubility of gases.® Granted 
that our conclusion is correct, no method of 
measuring oxidations that depends on a change 
of oxygen tension (e. g., the Warburg- Siebeck 
method®) is accurate. For any such method 
assumes that the oxygen solubility of the sea- 
water remains constant. 

Another method of making determinations 
was devised in the summer of 1914. It was 
found that the iodine-absorbing substances 
normally given off by Arhacia eggs are col- 
loidal* They do not diffuse through celloidin 
or parchment membranes. In the measurement 
of egg oxidations, therefore, the eggs may be 
enclosed in celloidin tubes instead of being 
allowed to lie free in the sea-water. Tubes of 
about 10 C.C. capacity and of narrow bore fit 
nicely into 800 c.c. bottles. At the condusion 

Chem. Boo, rrons., XOVIL, 536, 1910; 
Cl., 1,459, 1912; Cni., 1918; CV., 291, 1914. 

«0. Warburg, f. physiol Chemie, XOtX., 
231, 1914. 


of an experiment, the tube containing eggs is 
taken out, the bottle is filled to the top with 
sea-water of known oxygen content and is 
tested for oxygen by the Winkler method. The 
use of the celloidin tube has another advantage, 
in that""oxygen determinations may be made in 
the same bottle in which the eggs were kept. 
Thus, siphoning is iinneocssary and there is no 
error from this source. The tube method is, 
however, open to the objection that in the case 
of sea-urchin eggs at least, development can 
not take place if the eggs are too closely packed. 
Without modification it can therefore not be 
used for the measurement of oxidations during 
cleavage. 

Determinations have been made both by this 
tube method and by adding corrections for 
iodine absorption. The results gained so far 
are not sufficiently accurate to warrant publi- 
cation. They do show, however, that partial or 
complete cytolyaia produced by dilute sea-water 
causes not an increase, but a decrease of 
oxidations.'^ 

L. V. Hkilbrunk 

Woods Hows. Mass., 

July 26, 1916 

A BAOTERUL DISEASE OF WESTERN WHEAT-QRAfiS. 
FIRST ACCOUNT OF THE OCCURRENCE OF A 
NEW TYPE OF BACTERIAL DISEASE 
IN AMERICA 

A VERY unusual type of bacterial disease has 
been found occurring on western wheat-gross, 
Agropyfon smithii Eydb., in the Salt Lake 
Valley, Utah, and has been given considerable 
study by the writer during the current season. 
Although affected plants are usually somewhat 
dwarfed, the most striking characteristic of 
the disease is the presence of enormous masses 
of surface bacteria which form a lemon-yellow 
pose or slime. Sometimes this bacterial slime 
appears in small droplets, but very often it is 
spread over the surface of the upper portion 
of the plant including the sheath, upper inter- 
node and infloreacence. The glumes which are 
badly attacked reveal bacterial layers of slime 

7 Tha tube method can not be used for ooint^etaly 
cytolysed eggs, as the egg pigment wanders 
through the walls of the celloidin tubes. 
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between tbem. Sections of the spikelets show 
that the £oral oT^ans are extensively occupied 
by the bacterial organism which may be found 
filling the spaces between them* The disease 
seems to be that of the upper portion of the 
plant and has not been found on the roots or 
lower internodes and sheaths. There is pro- 
duced a premature drying and bleaching of ali 
the parts of the plant covered by the bacterial 
ooze. When the bacterial slime hardens it may 
be separated from the plant surface in the form 
of thin, lemon-yellow flakes. 

At room temperature (26® 0, =fc) the organ- 
ism grows very slowly on nutrient neutral agar. 
Plates that were thickly sown did not begin to 
show growth until the eighth day, while very 
thinly sown plates produced no bacterial col- 
onies. However, the organism grows promptly 
on cooked potato, producing a viscid, lemon- 
yellow growth at the end of about the sixth 
day, but growth is apparent by the end of the 
second day. Organisms taken from a two-day 
cooked potato culture and stained with carbot- 
fuchsin, are about twice as long as broad and 
occur singly or in pairs joined end to end* A 
white organism which grows readily in agar is 
frequently found associated with the yellow 
organism* 

This disease of western wheat-grass has 
many characteristics in common with lUthay’s 
disease of orchard grass (Dactylis glomerata, 
Ih) caused by Aplanohacter rdthayi, E. F. S-, 
and described by Rithay' and later by Smith.* 
First : The characteristic viscid, lemon-yellow 
slime forming layers over the uppermost 
leaves, the upper intemodes and the difPerent 
parts of the inflorescence is common in both 
dieasea. 

Second: The injury to the plants is due to 
the bacterial growth which first develops con- 
spicuously on the surface and only later pene- 
trates into the interior* 

Third: The bacterial organism in both dis- 
iBStbay, Bmericb, ^<Ueber eiue Bakterlose voa 
gtowerate L,/' BiUher, Ber Wiener 4kad,, 
I Ahth,, Bd. OVltl,, pp. 6^7-602, 1889* 
sSadifa, Brwin P., New Type of Bacterial 
BiMaw,'' SciaMO*, N. S., Vol. XXXVHI., No. 
$91, 96^ 1918, '^Bacteria in Eelatioa to 

Plant Biseam/' VoL nX., August 4, 1914. 


eases produces a characteristic lemon-yeUow 
growth. 

Fourth: The best growth is made upon 
cooked potato; growth on agar is very slow and 
unless the organism is thickly sown growth 
does not readily take place. 

Fifth: A white organism which readily 
grows on agar is frequently associated with 
the yellow organism in both diseases. 

An extended study of the disease and the 
<*au8ative organism is in progress and the re- 
sults will be published later. 

P. J. O’Gaba 

DEPABTU.KKT OF AOElOUnTUEAL INVESTIGATIONS, 
American Smelting & Eefining Company, 
Salt Lake City, Utah, 

July J3, 3915 

EEPOST OF THE SAN' FEANCISCO MEET- 

ING8 OF SECTION F OF TSE AMEEJ- 
CAN ASSOCIATION FOE TSE 
ADVANCEMENT OF 
SCIENCE 

The opening session was held on Monday morn- 
ing, August second, in San Francisco, in joint 
mooting with all other se<rtlonB to listen to ad- 
dresses of welcome and the address of the presi- 
dent of the Pacific Coast Division of the Ameri- 
can Association for the Advancement of Science, 
Dr. W. W. Campbell. 

^In the afternoon, the Section adjourned to the 
University of California, Berkeley, where, in con- 
junction with the American Society of Natural- 
ists and the American Society of Zoologists, the 
following papers were read. 

On Wednesday, August 4, the affiliated societies 
made an excursion to Stanford University, at 
Palo Alto, and in the afternoon held a joint ses- 
sion with the American Qeaetic Association and 
the Eugenics Eeseareh Association. 

The program for the San Francisco meetings 
was arranged by the following committee: 

COMMITTEE OK PROGRAM 

CQzarles A, Kofoid, chairman, University of 
CaUlomia ; Barton W. Evermann, California Acad- 
emy of Srieuees, Baa l^ancisco; 0. H. Gilbert, 
Btword University; Joseph Grinnell, University 
of California; S. J. Hohnea, University of Cali- 
lomia; Vernon D. Kellogg, Stanford University; 
^Villiam E. Ritter, University of Calif omia; Hairy 
Bhal Torrey, Beed College, Portland. 

John F. Bovard, 
Acting Secretary for Section F 



618 


SCIENCE 


[N. S. VoL. ZUL Ko, lOSr 


PEOOBAU 

Monday, August B 
Afternoon Session, Demonstrations 
In charge of W. P. Taylob, Univeraity of Cali- 
fornia 

Pacific Coast Crabs, F. W. Weymouth, Stanford 
University. 

Papers: Conservation 

Barton W. E verm an n, California Academy of 
Sciences, San Franciaco, presiding 
Opening Address, Charlea A. Kofoid, Univer- 
sity of California, acting vioe-preeident, Section 
F, Zoology. 

Conservation and Utilisation of our Fur Beals 
(illustrated with lantern slides) : Obobgb Abcht- 
BALD Clark, Stanford University. 

The paper pointed out the importance of the 
herd which has yielded twenty-six millions in 
revenue to the treasury since transfer from Bussia 
in 1807. The seal herd was shown to be reduced 
to-day to one tenth its original size, with corre- 
sponding decrease of revenue. Two pertinent fea- 
tures of the natural history of the seals were dis- 
cussed ; first, the polygamous habit, on which land 
sealing, the removing of the surplus males — as in 
case of domestic animals — was based and con- 
ducted without injury to herd; second, the dis- 
tant feeding and migration habit, which take the 
animals constantly outside the ordinary territorial 
jurisdiction and down in the Pacific to the lati- 
tude of Southern California each winter. The^- 
dine of the herd was shown to be due to indls- 
criin'mate hunting in the open sea, involving the 
death of gravid and nursing females with their 
offspring. This form of hunting was stopped 
after thirty- two years by treaty with Great Biit- 
ain, Bussia and Japan, signed in 1911, in which 
the United States pledged a share of its land 
catch of males to Canada and Japan in return for 
abandonment by their citizens of pelagic hunting. 
Congress in 1912 in enacting law to give effect to 
this treaty suspended land sealing also, cutting off 
vital consideration and jeopardizing the treaty, 
also involving half-million dollar annual loss and 
future detriment to herd through overstock of 
males. A review of government managemwit 
showed mistakes and apparent inability to deal 
effectively with problem; marked by inefficiency 
of transient politically appointed agents and fail- 
ure to utilize scientific investigations when made 
at intervals. The need of systematic and persist- 
ent expert care and study was shown to be im- 


perative. Management through Treasury Depart- 
ment first and later by Department of Commerce 
both marked by failure. Transfer urged to De- 
partment of Agriculture, which in its biological 
survey and division of animal industry has experts 
and facilities necessary to deal with herd, whose 
problems are analogous to those of sheep, cattle, 
etc. 

Condition Of the American Seal Herd in 1914 
(motion pictures of the fur seal): W. H. Os- 
good, United States Biological Survey. 

A census of the American herd of fur-seals on 
the Pribilof Islands in 1914 shows in round num- 
bers 295,000 seals, of which 93,250 are breeding 
females. This is an increase from 208,000 in 
1913 and 215,000 in 1912, or nearly forty per 
cent, in two yeara Although there are other con- 
siderations, this increase is due mainly to the 
treaty of 1911 by Which pelagic scaling was 
stopped. The total number of animals is not 
large as compared with upwards of 2,000,000 which 
the herd once contained, but actually it is by no 
means small and it is reasonable to ho{>e that with 
proper management a nearly or quite complete re- 
generation of the herd may be effected. 

A very large proportion of the increase consists 
of young male seals and these, if permitted to come 
to maturity, will soon produce a large overstock 
of males of breeding age. This increase and the 
impending surplus of male life are due principally 
to a limitation of land killing imposed by a law 
passed by the congress of the United States in 
1912. It has been and may well be contended 
that this law should not have been enacted. 
Whether or not the law at the time it was passed 
bad any features deserving support (and this is of 
no present importance) it is evident that the re- 
strictions imposed by it are now both unnecessary 
and harmful. That it should be radically changed 
or entirely repealed is so plain as to be scarcely 
open to argument. 

Motion pictures taken in 1914 illustrate the pe- 
culiarities of seals of different clswea, their ap- 
pearance and habits, and sufficiently demonstrate 
in an incontrovertible way that the seal herd Is 
not, as many suppose, on the verge of extinction. 
They show also the methods of enumerating seals, 
of driving, branding, killing uid of taking and 
preserving akina 

The Fecent Bistory and Bresmt Siatw of some 
Game and Fur~J>earing Mammals of CaUfomia: 
Walter P. Tatlob, curator of mammals, Mu- 
seum of Vertebrate Zoology, University of Oali- 
fomia. 
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Tha present condition of the native animals of 
the world is such that the preservation of repre- 
sentative faunas Is coming to be one of the im- 
portant concerns both of zoologists and of govern- 
ments in widely separated localities. Oallfornia’t 
list of mammals aggregates 360 species and sub- 
species, as compared with 80 for Kansas, 94 for 
Nebraska, 152 for Golorado and 182 for Texas. 
An examination of the recent history and present 
status of California’s fur-bearing and game mam- 
mals, including the beaver, sea elephant, sea otter, 
deer, elk, mountain sheep, pronghomed antelope, 
black and grizzly bears, serves to justify accord- 
ing her a place among the important big game 
countries of the world. There has been a steady 
decrease in the original supply of wild life of the 
state dating from the beginning of the nineteenth 
century. It is coming to be realized that, partic- 
ularly in a democracy, a special obligation to 
furnish leadership in movements for the perpetua- 
tion of the native fauna rests upon the professional 
zoologist. 

The Administration of 'Fish and Gcme Laws: 

Kkkkst ScHAErTLK, executive officer of the 

California Fish and Game Commission. 

Mr, Schaeffle declared that in California the ad- 
ministration of the fish and game laws during the 
last twenty years has been made easier through 
the support of public opinion and the fact that to 
the violation of the laws is attached a good deal 
of the same obloquy that attends the commission 
of larcenies and other unpopular misdemeanors. 
Ho denied the claim that California could have on 
sale the same quantity of game as Great Britain if 
the British system were followed and that the 
British system is better for both game and man. 
Moreover, he pointed out that the limiting of 
shooting to the aristocracy, even if it is a protec- 
tion of a sort to the game, is un-American and be- 
sides that undesirable. 

^*In this country we feel that it is not only 
right but wise that man’s instinct for sport be 
kept alive; would not oertain European nations 
be better off in this crisis if their common people 
’—boys and men — bad been permitted to hunt, fish, 
learn to camp out — and to handle arms! We 
think 80^— and further, we think that a state or 
country where the average man knows how to 
shoot is safer, in times of peace and war, than 
those countries which are obliged to depend upon 
conscript armies of men whose experience with 
firearms is limited practically to the dismounting, 
assembling and polishing of their weapons. 


One reason why fish and game laws are more 
cheerfully obeyed now, Mr, Schaeffle said, is that 
the laws that are framed now are based on knowl- 
edge and common sense and sensibly administered^ 
The Need of Scieniifto Besea/roh tn Salmon Conser’ 
vaiion: John Psasl Babcock, eommieBloner of 
fisheries, Victoria, B. C. 

It has been supposed that the key to fish conser- 
vation is found in artificial propagation, whereby 
the percentage of egg fertilization is increased, 
but this has not been provem Examination of 
large runs after planting do not show evidence of 
man’s assistance. Feeding in later stages is not 
well uuderstood and has not been successful. 
Propagation concerns but a fraction of the fish’s 
life history and even this portion has not been 
thoroughly investigated. Too much money has 
been expended on propagatory work and too little 
on the necessary scientific investigation which 
should precede such work. [Bead by Barton W. 
Evermann.] 

The Crah Problem of the Pacific Coast: F. W, 
Wevmouth, Stanford University. 

Cancer magister, the edible crab of the Pacific 
coast, is found from Unalaska to Lower California 
in shallow water. It frequents sandy bottoms, 
feeding chiefly on small fish and crustaceans. The 
females lay in the fall from three quarters to one 
and a half million eggs, which are carried at- 
tached to the abdominal legs until they hatch three 
or four months later. The Inrvro are free swim- 
ming for about four months, but on molting to 
the adult form in the summer, seek the bottom 
and take on essentially the habits of the adult. 

The principal fisheries are at San Francisco and 
Eureka in California, Dungeness, Anacortes and 
Neah Bay in 'Washington and Boundary Bay and 
Prince Rupert in British Columbia. Fishing is 
carried on in shallow sheltered bays by traps simi- 
lar to lobster pots, and on exposed bars or limited 
coves by means of hoop nets. 

The edible crab was once extremely abundant 
through most of its range, but has been markedly 
reduced in such old and heavily fished localities 
as San Francisco, in spite of protective legisla- 
tion. "We eee in the lobster fishery that neither 
abundance nor wide distribution has prevented 
depletion under persistent fishing, and that to-day 
the lobster is hardly bolding his own though pro- 
tected by stringent laws and aided by artificial 
hatching. It is much easier to conserve an exist- 
ing flfiiery than to replace an exhausted one. We 
should, therefore, anticipate the future heavy fish- 
ing in still unexploited regions with laws designed 
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not for to-day, but for the conditionB we soon must 
face, The following regulatioue, at present in 
force to varying extents in different districts, are 
recommended for the entire coast: 

1. A size limit of 6i and preferably 7 inches, to 

be strictly enforced. 

2. Complete protection of the females. 

3. A closed season of three or more months cover- 

ing the season, varying with the locality, dur- 
ing which soft crabs are taken. 

Conserviitiort of the California Elk: Babton W. 
Evekmann (read by title). 

Tuesday, August S 
■ Morning Session, Demonstration 
In charge of J. Frank Daniki., University of 
California 

Improved Hydrogen Electrodes and Methods of 
Using Them, JT, F- McClendon, University of 
Minnesota. 

Papers: General Zoology 

S. J. Holwes, University of California, presiding 
The Importance of Description and Classifioaiion 
in Philosophical Biology and in Education: W. 
E, Rittibr, ^cripps Institution for Biological 
Research, La Jolla. 

The Physiological Analysis of Behavior: H, B. 

Tobbet, Beed College, Portland. 

Problems Concerning the Belation between Germ 
Cells and ilwir Environment : Bsnnibt M. Allen, 
University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas. 

There is an increasing body of evidence to show 
that the germ-cells may be influenced by the en- 
vironment. These influences may strike deep — in- 
juring the gcnu-plasm so greatly as to produce 
abnormal development. They may bring about 
the appearance of mutants, as shown by Tower, 
MacBougal, Gager and others. In some forms the 
external influences upon the gerxn-oells produce 
only evanescent changes lasting but a few genera- 
tions at the most. In still other cases they may 
merely serve to determine dominance in heredity. 
Sex determination in some forms at least appears 
to be brought about by these factors. The or- 
ganiem must be able to resist influences of the 
environment that are frequently met with in their 
normal life, otherwise animals and plants would 
be far more unstable than we And them to be. 
Much needs to be done in studying the factors 
that govern the rhythm of germ-cell production, 
the increased or decreased fertility due to change 
of external factors such as climate, social life, 


etc., and the effects of domestication upon repro- 
duction. 

The recent marked increase in our knowledge of 
the glands of internal secretion shows how far- 
reaching may be their influence upon the organ- 
ism as a whole. These and other substances pre- 
sent in^ minute quantities in the blood may well 
exert powerful influences upon the germ-cells. 

Giant Fiber Action and formal Transmission by 

the Nerve Cord of Earthworms: John F. 

Bovard, University of Oregon, 

The peripheral nerves in a certain number of 
segments of an earthworm may be anesthetized 
and the nervous impulses responsible for locomo- 
tion will travel through the cord in the affected 
region. The distance which these impulses will 
pass without any reenforeement from muscular 
contractions is limited to about twenty ganglia. 
The rate at which these impulsee are transmitted 
is a slow one and is about 22 mm. per second. 

The giant fibers are not concerned directly with 
the locomotion, but with contractions of the longi- 
tudinal muscles in quick end-to-end movements. 
The speed of transmissions in these larger fibers 
is very rapid, 1,500 mm. per second. In regenera- 
tion from simple traverse section of the nerve 
cord, the recovery is very rapid, and the locomotor 
fibers resume aetivity before the giant fibers. 
When short pieces of the nerve cord are removed, 
recovery is much slower, but the order in which 
fibers transmit impulses again is the same as in 
simpler sections. 

Prugs, such as stovaine, when applied to the 
cord show the same relations as in regeneration. 
The locomotor fibers recover first and the giant 
fibers later. 

Afternoon Session, Papers: General Zoology 
TBBV(m Kincaibi), University of Waaihington, 
presiding 

The Action of Simple Meagents on Nerve CeUs: 

W. A. Hilton, Pomona College, Claremont, 

California. 

In order to learn something further in regard 
to the physical constitution of nerve ce!li, simple 
solutions which might act in varloue ways were 
used. In some oases the nervous tissues were 
treated directly with the reagent; in others the 
ganglia, or parts of the brain, were placed in 
boiling water first. Similar results were obtained 
by both methods* Acids, alkalies and other pow- 
erful reagents were used with tbe result that in 
almost every case a flbular groundwork for both 
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nwjlmia and bod/ was revoaUd. A similar, 
but lass danse perinuclear arranffement of Abrils 
was shown in nearl/ ever/ ease* Experiments with 
Tortebrates and ar^opods gave somewhat similar 
results, although the position of the cells and the 
surrounding parts differ. Living tissues were ex- 
amined as a check, and by comparison the reticu- 
lar arrangements of Abrils between and in cells 
were regarded as artifacts in most eases. Osmie 
acid gave the least distortion of any single rea- 
gent. 

Observation on* the Laws of the Correlation of 
J. C. Mebbum, University of Oalifomia 
(read by title). 

Provision for the Study of the Anthropoid Apes: 
Bobebt M. Yebkes, Harvard University. 

It is doubtful whether there is any group of or- 
ganisms of greater importance for biological study 
than the Anthropoidea. Kevertheless, our igno- 
rance of most representatives of this suborder is 
more impressive than our knowledge. Of the 
anatomy, histology, embryology we know much, 
far from all; of the pathology, ph 3 r 8 iology and 
behavior of the apes, baboons and monkeys we 
know pitiably little ; of their psychology and 
sociology, even less. 

Purely it is high time to make provision for 
the thorough biological study of those organisms 
which are most similar to man and from whom, 
therefore, experimental pathology, genetics, psy- 
chology and the social sciences and technologies 
may he expected to obtain information of im- 
measurable theoretical and practical value. 

The need of an anthropoid station is obvious. I 
know of only one attempt to provide facilities for 
the study of the apee. That has been made by the 
Germans in the Canary Islands I have seen no 
published reports of data or progress, but through 
correspondence with the present worker, Dr. 
Wolfgang ICoehler, I learn that observations have 
not been interrupted by the war. For reasons 
which may not be stated within the limits of this 
abstract, it seems wiser to establish an American 
station rather than to cooperate with the Ger- 
mans. 

fhore is abundant reason for supposing that the 
apes may be kept in perfect health over long 
periods and bred in Southern California. Hence 
it seems desirable to establish a station there 
rathw than in the tropics^ where the conditions 
are much less favorable for research. 

iThe possibilities of Borneo, Jamaica, Porto 
Blee and other tropical regions have been carefully 
ooiMdderedU 


The following plan is one which 1 hope may be 
carried out: In a suitable locality in Oslifomia 
temporary provision might be made for the hous- 
ing of sexually mature orang utans, chimpanzees 
and gibbons during a three-year test of the possi- 
bility of breeding. At the same time adolescent 
apes — and monkeys — could be studied by the staff 
of the station. Since my chief interest is in be- 
havior and mind, I should wish Arst of all to ar- 
range for the study of their instincts, ideational 
behavior and social relations. Three years of con- 
centrated effort should add vastly to our knowl- 
edge of the l^ehavior and psychology of the apes, 
as well as settle the practically important question 
of breeding. 

If the apes, as well as the monkeys, can be bred 
satisfactorily in California, a permanent station 
should be established at which the most diverse 
aspects of the lives of the Anthropoidea (includ- 
ing man) might be studied. 

Studies on Echinoderm Larvce (illustrated with 

lantern slides) : Th. Mobtensen, University Mu- 
seum, Copenhagen, Denmark. 

These researches were undertaken mainly with 
the view of ascertaining whether there is any in- 
terrelation between the shape and structure of the 
larv» and the natural relationship of the grown 
forms of the Echinodems. They wore carried out 
at the biological station at Misaki, Japan, in Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand, the Hawaiian Islands, and 
at the Biological Station, Nanaimo, B. C., during 
the time from May, 1914, till now. 

In all the development of thirty -Ave different 
forms, mostly Echinoide, has been studied more 
or leas completely. The results completely bear 
out the eonclusionB that the larvm are of consider- 
able value for classiAeation, so that in cases of 
doubt about the systematic position of some form 
or other, the larval characters may settle the ques- 
tion; c. p., the genus Stronffylooentrotus, Within 
the regular Echiuoids distinct family characters 
are found in the larvee. Thus the larvm of the 
family Echinidw have in their Arst stage the main 
rod of their body skeleton elongated and more or 
less club-shaped, while in the families Toxopneua- 
Odw and EchiTwmetridfB the body skeleton in the 
Arst larval stage forms a sort of frame. In the 
larvn of the Temnopleuridee the main rod of the 
body dcdaton is slightly elongated, with sOme 
characteristic processes. Previously not a single 
larva of any Temnopleurid or Echinometrid was 
known; now the development of three Tenmo- 
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pleurids and seven Echinometrids has been stud* 
ied. Special Interest attaches to the larva of 
ScMnohritaa reoens; it proves to have no likeness 
to the Spatangoid larvoB^ but more so to the 
Q^peastroid larvat^ from which it is mainly diartin* 
gulshed by the rods of its processes being noU'fen- 
estrated. 

A remarkable shortened development was found 
to obtain in Lagmum decogonale and in Toxo^ 
cidaris eryihrogrammus. In the former the larval 
shape is still distinct^ although rudimentary; in 
the latter there is no trace of larval procesoes, the 
embryo being simply worm shaped. A similar 
shortened development will doubtless prove to 
occur in the Schiasttr occurring in the strait of 
Georgia. 

By the successful rearing of the larvie of a 
deep 'Sea species, Zapunum fudsiytma, it has been 
proved for the first time that typical pelagic 
larvie may be found among deep-sea forms, and 
the possibility of studying the embryology of deep- 
sea forms is shown. 

In other groups of Echlnoderms the results are 
not yet sufficient for definitely establishing family 
characters in the larvffi. An interesting fact is 
that two species of Averina, A* peetinifera 
(Japan), and A. regnlariB (Kew Zealand), have 
been found to have typical pelagic larvss. 
Hydrogen Ion Cenoentration in Stomaoh and 

Duodonum: J. F, McCuiNnoN, University of 

Minnesota. 

The hydrogen ion concentration of the stomaohs 
of normal persons after normal meals was meas- 
ured every half hour by means of a hydrogen 
electrode lowered into the stomach or by removing 
a small sample. The hydrogen ion concentration 
rises rapidly after injection of the food and 
reaches a constant level li to 2^ hours after fin- 
ishing the meal. This level varies with the in- 
dividual and approaches a limit of 1/10 normal 

The hydrogen ion concentration of the duodenal 
contents removed with the duodenal tube is abont 
2X10^. 

The hydrogen ion concentration of the infant's 
stomach rises slowly after nursing and in one 
hour is about 0 XIO"^. As the stomach empties 
the hydrogen ion concentration rapidly rises and 
becomes M normal 4 hours after nursing. The 
hydrogen ion concentration of the infant's duo- 
denum is about 8 X 10^ or nearly a thousandth 
normal and is sufficient for peptic digestion. Pep- 
sin was always present in the infant 's duodenum 
and therefore peptic digestion goes on there. 


Farihenogonesia of the Frog’s Hgg: J. F. Mo- 

Clxndok, University of Minnesota. 

In 1911 I showed that the frog's egg may be 
caused to segment by a momentary electric shook, 
which takes the place of the spennatosoon. The 
immediate effect of the electric shock or the 
spermatozoon is increase in permeability since Na, 
K, Id, Mg, Ca, Cl, SO4 and CX3b diffuse out of the 
egg into the surrounding water at a faster rata. 
By very careful estimation of the chlorides with 
the Biobard 's nephelometer it was found that 
twice ss much diffused out of the egg that had 
been stimulated electrically or fertilized as out 
of the unfertilized egg in distilled water. This 
increased permeability continues for 30 hours or 
perhaps longer. 

The increased permeability protects the egg 
from swelling, Bachman and Bumstrom supposed 
the egg was protected by absorption of proteids, 
but they furnish no grounds for this assumption. 

The increased permeability of the sea-urchin’s 
egg lasts fifteen minnies after stimulation or fer- 
tilization and some fish eggs are Impenneable to 
water and salt some time after fertilization. That 
stimulation and increased permeability are re- 
lated is supported by the fact that increase in 
permeability of fish eggs is prevented by anes- 
thetics. 

Wedneada/y, August 4, Afternoon Seaaion 

Joint session of Section F, Zoology, the Ameri- 
can Soeiel7 of NatnraUsts, the American Society 
of Zoologists, the American Genetic Association 
and the Eugenics Besearch Association. 

Demonatrationa 

In charge of Manv I, MoCrackxn, Stanford 
University 

F opera: The H6le of Foriofion emd Heredity in 
Evolution 

Davh) Stabs Joboan, Stanford University, pre- 
siding 

Heredity and Mutation aa CeU Phenomena: B. 

Buoolbb Gatbs, University of London. 

Heredity consiste in the perpetuation of the dif- 
ference between related oTganisms. The older 
definition of heredity as the tendency of like to 
beget like if incomplete. VariationB are divided 
into three classes, (}) those which are completely 
inherited, (2) those ^ch are non-inherited, (3) 
those which are partially inherited; and these three 
kinds of variations must have very different «vo* 
lutionary slgnifioanee^ 
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Mutatioxui, or diaeontmuoua variatioiM, belong 
in tbe iSnt claw, and they are of many kinds, dif- 
fering in tkeir manner of origin and their manner 
of inheritanee. Studies of the cell atrueture of 
mutants has made it posaible to dassiff mutations 
Into (1) those which are fondamentallj morpho- 
logical and (2) those which are primaiilf chem- 
ical. The h/pothesis that each Mendelian charao- 
ter is the result of a chemical change in the na- 
ture of one chromosome in a germ cell, will ae- 
oount for not onlj the origin, but also the in- 
heritance of every simple Mendelian character. 
Such a mutation is no more unlikely than muta- 
tions in bacteria, many of which are now known 
to occur. Each Mendelian pair of characters 
therefore represents a mutation which has occurred 
in past time. 

The morphological mutations at present known 
consist in changes in the number of chromosomes 
in cell nuclei. The fundamental chromosome num- 
ber in the genus QSnothera is 14, but (S, lata has 
15, CE, gigaa 28, etc. In these cases there has bean 
a change in the constitution of the nucleus which 
may be considered to be morphological in nature. 
The change is propagated to every part of the 
organism by mitosis or cell division. Hence, for 
example, every cell of (E. lata has 15 chromosomes, 
and the peculiarities of (E, lata appear to result 
from this fact. One may conclude that each mu- 
tation, in plants at least, is a cell change origi- 
nating in a particular germ cell and represented 
in every cell of the adult mutant organism. 

The Idea of Multiple Causes as applied to Evo- 
luiioii: Wm, E. Birnca, Scripps Institute for 
Biological Besearch, La Jolla, California. 

To be published later. 

Seventeen dears' Selection of a Character Show- 
ing Mendelian Inheriianoe: Baymond Pearl, 
Maine Agricultural Experiment Station, Orono 
(md by title). 

Are there mteh ThSnge a$ Unit Charaeteref S. J. 
Holkbb, University of California. 

The doctrine that organisme are mosaics of in- 
dependently varying eleaients is one that has fig- 
ured largely in biological speculation from Bar- 
win 'a time to the present. It is very intimately 
aasoelated with many problems of heredity and 
evolntion, and one is very liable to think in terms 
of the doctrine aaod unconsciously allow it to shape 
hie opinions even though he may not avow his 
adherence to it. The doctrine is founded on the 
laSiimed in^pendent variability of parts and the 
hdependttit transaiission of so-called characters. 


Many facts pointing to independent variability 
have been amaned by Darwin, Be Vries and Weis- 
mann, and the latter has argued with especial 
force that it is impoeeible for several organs to be 
simultaneously pe^eeted unless variations in the 
one occur independently of variations in the others. 
On the other hand, it may be pointed out that nu- 
merous variations have far-reaching correlations 
and that often a variation may be particularly 
manifest in some one feature, but nevertheless be 
the result of a general organic change which is 
only obscurely expressed in other parts of the or- 
ganisms 

Mendelian inheritance which seems to lend sup- 
port to the conception of the organism as a mosaic 
product is open to a quite dilferent interpretatiou 
if we assume that what are segregated are not the 
bearers of unit characters merely, but the hered- 
itary bases of organisms as wholes having this or 
that peculiarity. The bearing of the mosaic and 
organismal standpoints on various questions of 
evolutionary theory can be brought out only In 
the fuller p{q>er of which this is a brief abstract. 

Adaptation ae a Process: Harbt Beal Torrby, 
Reed College, Portland. 

Some C^netio Studies of Several Geographical 
Paces of California Deer Mice (projection of 
autoohromes, with demonstrations and illustra- 
tions) : F. B. SuMNEE, Scripps Institute for 
Biological Research, La Jolla, Calif oruia. 

Mice of the species Peromysotis manioidatiis 
were collected in four regions of California, rang- 
ing climatically from the Mojave Desert to the 
humid northwest coast (Eureka). Fourteen char- 
acters of these mice have been measured, and the 
results subjected to statistical analysis. In gen- 
eral, the Eureka form (ruhidus) diHers more 
widely from the other three races than these do 
from one another, and hybridiEation has not thus 
far succeeded with it Bubidus exceeds the others 
conspicuously in length of tail and foot, and to 
some ektent in skull length and cranial capacity, 
comparison being made between animals of equal 
body Imgth. This subspecies is also the darkest 
of the series. The ineroase in pigmentation, cor- 
relatively vrtth increase in humidity, is a well- 
known principle to which these mice conform, but 
the Increase in the length of the appendages 
toward the north (shown in nthidus and still more 
evident In Alaskan races) stands in contradietion 
to another well-known generalisation, and is hard 
to rehoncile with experimental evidence. 

The subspecies gamheli from Berkeley or let 
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JoQa differs characteristically from the desert 
form (jonorieneis}, bet these differencee relate al- 
most wholly to pinfmentatioa, that of the fdrmer 
being of a deeper shade and more extensive in dis- 
tribution. Hybridisation between these two races 
has proved easy, but I am not yet prepared to re- 
port upon the results. 

The desert race has been transferred to the 
humid atmosphere of Berkeley and reared success- 
fully. Neither the parent animals, nor an Fi mot 
an F| generation has shown, however, any per- 
ceptible approach to the Berkeley type of colora- 
tion. 

Some interesting modidcationa have resulted 
from -captivity. Mice of thp subspecies gamheli 
and sonorienns, which have heem reared from birth 
in confinement, have been found to differ from 
wild ones in having a distinctly shorter tail, foot, 
innominate bone and femur« No significant dif- 
ference has been found in cranial capacity. 

These experiments are being continued at the 
Scripps Institute, La Jolla. 

Fossil Insects and Evolution: T. B. A. OocxxaxLL, 

University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado. 

The U. B. National Museum possmses a very 
interesting series of English fossil insects, which 
originally formed part of the Brodie collection, 
but came into the possession of Laooe, and finally 
reached the musenim with the Laeoe collection. 
In the course of working over these specimens, oo- 
CBsion was taken to review the fossil insects of the 
British Islands, and incidentally to consider the 
mesosoic insects of other countries. Since this 
work was done, it has been ascertained that the 
British Museum possesses very much larger collec- 
tions from the same source, which it is hoped to 
describe during the coming fall and winter. Meso- 
soic insects are of special interest because it was 
during this epoch that most of the modem families 
were established. The rise of the higher flowering 
plants was necessarily contemporaneous with a 
great development of insect life, and all the main 
outlines of this development were certainly com- 
pleted before the beginning of the Tertiary. Un- 
fortunately our knowledge of Mesozoic insects is 
extremely defective, but we know enough to reach 
some interesting conclusions. The English Idas 
contained great numbers of Goleoptera, and not 
only were several of the modem families appar- 
ently well established, but some of the spedes 
showed a well-defined, elytral pattern of longi- 
tudinal dark stripes or buds, quite like the pat- 
tern seen in various living bisetlss, and varying in 
the saine manner. Thus the outlines of elytral 


ornamentation, which might be imagined to be re- 
cent and unimportant, are actually of enormous 
antiquity, having been laid down before there wore 
any Lepidoptera, so far aa we know, and even prior 
to the appearanee of Bymenoptera. 

Great advances have been made in recent yeart 
in our knowledge of Tertiary insects, with the re- 
sult of showing that on the whole progressive evo- 
lution has been extremely slow, most of the new 
species and even genera coming into existence hy 
a shuffling, as it were, of old oharaoters. Wheel- 
er ^s reeearches on the ants of the Baltic ambw 
have shown that in the OUgocene the Formlooidea 
were almost or quite as far advanced as they are 
to-day. A comparison of the Miocene Bombyeid 
flies with those of to-day shows that at least in 
certain features, the fossils are not rarely more 
specialised than their modem representatives. 
The Garnet Bay Oligoeene, a depodt in the Isle 
of Wight, is fuU of beautifully preserved insects, 
and when these have all been worked over we shall 
know a great deal about the EngUsh insect-faunas 
of that period. The work so far done confirms 
the general opinion that evolution has been very 
slow since that period, say within the last two 
million yeara Where genera are strikingly dif- 
ferent from those now living, they have simply 
become extinct All this is of course very differ- 
ent from the condition among the mammalia. We 
are bound to conclude that the rote of evolution 
is extremely different in different groups of ani- 
mals. The insects are fairly comparable with the 
Mollusea in this matter, but with this great dif- 
ference, that the number of species of insects is 
enormously greater, and the adaptations are much 
more numerous and more diverse. The great sta- 
bility of the main features of insect organization 
ie therefore more remarkable. On the other hand, 
we find in the rocks many^evidenoes of insect mi- 
grations, or of the former existence of families 
and genera where they are now extinct; so that we 
are cautioned against assnming too much from the 
present distribution of groups of insects* Zusects 
are in general mobile creatures, and, given vast 
periods, may readily travel over the greater part 
of the habitable world. They are, on the other 
band, commonly dependent on parUoular sets of 
conditions, and thus they are likely to be locally 
exterminated, the genml result being a Shifting 
of insect populations in the course of time, abseux- 
ing the orii^al centers of distributlOB. 

H. V, Nxat., 
SscreUisf 

(To be ooatmiieif) 
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SCIENCE AND UBESAL EDUCATlONi 

Several years ago a discuasioB was oar- 
ried on in one of the London newspapers 
on that interminable but always interesting 
question as to what is the best definition of 
a gentleman. Various answers were sug- 
gested by different contributors. Some 
were in the fom of citations from our 
noblest literature — oue^ as I recall, was 
given in the words of St. Paul, another was 
taken from Shakespeare, a third from 
Emerson. The one generally acknowl- 
edged to be the most effective was, how- 
ever, phrased in the picturesque vernacular 
of modem sport. A gentleman, so this an- 
swer ran, is a man who plays the game. 

As this lingers in the memory it brings 
a growing sense of broader implication|, 
The definition, evidently, only gives a new 
turn to the old thought that human life is 
like a great game that man plays with the 
world. We recall the striking words in 
which an illustrious master of modern 
science once brought this thought to bear 
upon the problem of education: 

The life, the fortune and the happinees of 
every one of ns depend on our knowing something 
of the niies of a game infinitely more complicated 
and difficult than chess. It is a game which has 
been played for untold ages, each man and woman 
of us being one Of the two players in a game of 
his or her own. The chess-board is the world, the 
pieces are the phenomena of the universe, the rules 
of the game are what we call the laws of nature. 
The player on the other side is hidden from us, 
V7e know that Ms play is always fair, just and 
patient. But also we know, to our cost, that he 
never overlooks a mistake or makes the smallest 
allowanee for ignorance. To the man who plays 

14 x 1 academic address given at the opening of 
Columbia University, September 29, 191S. 
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well the blithest etakea are paid, with that eart of 
overflowing generosity with which the strong de- 
light in strength. And one who plays 111 is cheek- 
mated — without haste, but without remorse. My 
metaphor will remind you of the famous picture in 
which a great painter has depicted Satan playing 
at chess with man for bis soul. Substitute for the 
mocking flend in that picture a calm, strong angel 
who is playing for love, as we say, and would rather 
lose than win, and X should accept it as an image 
of human life. . . . 

Well, what I mean by education is learning the 
rules of this mighty game. In other words, educa- 
tion is the instruction of the intellect in the laws 
of nature, under which name I include not merely 
things and their forces but zhep and their ways, 
and the fashioning of the affections and the will 
into an earnest and loving desire to move in har- 
mony with their laws. 

And a little farther on it is added that a 
liberal education should teach us to love all 
beauty, whether of nature or of art, to hate 
all vileness, and to respect others as our- 
selves. 

Huxley here formulates his view of edu- 
cation in words that breathe the very es- 
sence and spirit of scientific inquiry. The 
end of education,. obviously, is not the mere 
acquisition of knowledge; it is the attain- 
ment of a point of view. And the value of 
science in this respect, as I think, depends 
mainly upon the attitude of the scientific 
investigator towards the study of nature. 
For he, too, is like a player in a great game. 
He is quite aware that he can never bring 
it to a conclusion or sound all of its depths. 
Nevertheless, he throws himself into it 
without hesitation, certain of its inexhaust- 
ible interest and of possibilities of achieve- 
ment that are past all reckoning. 

I will say but a passing word concerning 
the work of our professional and technical 
schools of science. More and more in the 
future the practical efficiency of our civili- 
zation will depend upon that work — in 
medicine and s^itary science, in agricul- 
ture and forestry, ih the many branches of 
engineering — in all those practical diaoi- 


plines that we speak of as the applied aci- 
ences. But civilization does not live by 
practical efficiency alone, neither is educa- 
tion merely a matter of vocational train- 
ing. . Something larger is here involved. 
What is the greatest service of science to 
our intellectual and spiritual life? And 
this, I take it, is only another way of ask- 
ing: What is the value of science in gen- 
eral or liberal education t 

There are certain obvious aspects of the 
question that will detain us for a moment 
only. Science should teach us to keep an 
open mind; to look facts straight in the 
face. It should help to deliver ns from the 
deadly vice of thinking we know things of 
which we are really ignorant. It should 
lead ns to place a higher valuation on ob- 
servation and experiment than on author- 
ity and precedent. We should, of course, 
acquire some definite information concern- 
ing the material world; we should become 
aware of the fundamental order that is dis- 
coverable among natural phenomena; we 
should gain an intelligent view of man’s 
place in nature. The biologist is apt, per- 
haps too apt, to emphasize the bearing of 
Ms work on problems of hiunan life — ^psy- 
chological, social, political, ethical. No one 
supposes that all the intricacies of the so- 
cial organism are at present within the 
reach of biological searchlights; far from 
it. Nevertheless, we are ourselves objects 
in nature and a product of natural proo- 
eMes. No man, I venture to think, can be 
called liberally educated who has been left 
indifferent to the issues that are here in- 
volved. 

But these things, too, let \u pass by; they 
are plain to demonstration. I ask atten- 
tion to smnething that is, perhaps, less ob- 
vious but to my way of thinking is more 
important atlU. The main service of sci- 
ence to our intelleotual life is to help pre- 
serve ns from a certhin disorder of the 
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imaginatioa which I will permit myself to 
speak of as the malady of Peter Bell. I 
make no attempt to disguise the fact that 
Peter Bell and his celebrated primrose have 
begun to show the ravages of time. Even 
so, 1 suspect that science will not with im> 
punity lay her desecrating hand upon 
Wordsworth’s parable. And yet that per- 
ennial primrose by a river’s brim, which 
through every changeful year 

A yellow ptimrofle was to Him 
And it was nothing more — 

that weather-beaten botanical specimen , I 
say, symbolizes a kind of mental myopia 
with which the man of science feels him- 
self to be as much concerned as the poet. 
Science has a very definite part to play in 
the treatment of this insidious ailment It 
should adjust our vision to the larger 
meanings of things in the material world. 
And by this I mean to say that sciewe 
should develop — and it should disciplim — 
the comtructive imagiyiation. 

This thought, I must admit, is vexy far 
from novel; to some, nevertheless, it may 
seem to be a rather quixotic notion. Let 
me then briefly set forth some of the 
grounds that lead me to adopt it, I might 
cite here Tyndall’s historic address on the 
scientific use of the imagination — one with 
which every student of science should be 
familar. But lest I be accused of calling 
upcm a prejudiced witness, I will turn to 
the dry light of legal authority, recalling 
words that were written long ago by Sir 
Frederick Pollock: 

It is an open aaeret to the few, but a mystery and 
a stombling block to the many, that Sdenoe and 
Poetry are own sleters; insomuch that in those 
branches of selenUic inquiry which are most ab- 
stract, most formal, and most remote from the 
grasp of the ordinary sensible imagination, a 
higher power of imagination akin to the creative 
insight of the poet is most needed and most fruit- 
ful of lasting work. 

ilili wu m eminently sound and up- 


right judgment, yet the mystery seems not 
wholly to have been diepelled. Even now 
we not infrequently are adced: Is not sei- 
enee a negation of all that is poetic or 
imaginative t Is it not concerned with 
hard facts, with exact weights and meas- 
ures, with sharply defined and rigid oon- 
oepts, with the iron rule of “blind force” 
and “inexorable law” in nature! Well, 
this view of science is known esoterically, in 
the seclusion of the laboratoiy, as the Great 
Myth. We can make some use of it, to be 
sure, as a kind of polite fiction with which 
to introduce the neophyte to the methods 
of science. We glibly insist that the stu- 
dent must above all things learn to observe, 
measure and weigh with “irreproachable 
accuracy.” With this demand he strug- 
gles valiantly but in vain ; meanwhile, 
however, the fundamental truth begins to 
dawn upon him that nobody is able with 
perfect accuracy to observe, measure or 
weigh anything. We are always in error, 
more or less. Science — and here I mean 
the sciences of observation and experiment 
— has not the smallest hope of attaining to 
absolute precision. She is quite content to 
determine the probable limits of error! 

The fundamental concepts of scienoe are 
in no better case than her weights and 
measures. They have no finality. They 
are but a means of advancing knowledge ; 
they move as science moves. But yesterday 
we were told that atoms are infinitesimal, 
indivisible, ultimate. To-day we are hold- 
ing our breath as we watch the physicist 
soaring upon the wings of imagination in- 
side the atom in pursuit of still more in- 
finitesimal, still more indivisible, still more 
ultimate electrons which, like the stars of 
heavMi, are rushing through the tremen- 
dous solitudes of intra-atomic space! To- 
morrow, no doubt, the scene of these dar- 
ing flights will be shifted to the nebulous 
and illimitsble regions that lie still unex- 
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plored within tiie electron. Whttwoold^ 
illustrious Dalton think of all this could he 
contemplate to-day the fate of his epoch- 
making theory after a century of scientific 
progress T We may imagine him saying to 
himself: "Well, Well! the concept of the 
atom seems to have made some progress 
since my time ; evidently it still is moving 
onwards. And yet, the fiourishing state of 
latter-day physics and chemistry gives me 
an impression that the atomic theory, with 
all its faults, has played a certain useful 
part in the advancement of knowledge." 

Surely then, it may be said, we can make 
a final stand upon the laws of nature. Are 
not these immutable and eternal f Do they 
not govern the world as overruling necessi- 
ties T Science and philosophy alike reply: 
Who knows t The laws of nature are known 
to us only as observed uniformities or har- 
monies of action. We can not affirm with 
certainty that any one of them — not the 
law of the conservation of energy, not even 
the law of gravitation — is fixed or universal. 
No particular law of nature — and here I 
employ the words of a great master of 
mathematical physics — will ever be more 
than approximate and probable, nor can 
we state it completely. But this, says some 
one, is a confession of the fundamental 
bankruptcy of science I No; our cynical 
friend goes too fast; his remark betrays a 
failure to comprehend either the aims of 
modern science or the nature of scientific 
progress. We have no notion that our 
plummets will so easily touch the bottom of 
nature ; we do not hope to divine the final 
essence of things. And were it otherwise, 
were it possible for our knowledge of na- 
ture to be frozen, once for all, into a hard, 
mechanical and completed system, the moat 
potent spell of science would be broken. 
A deep-seated instinct of our human nature 
here asserts itself ; one that has found ex- 
pression in the philosophy and poetry of 
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every age. It u a «Qdng of Confneins that 
they who know the truth are not equal to 
those who love it Which one of us, were 
we foroed to choose, would not in the end 
make the famons choice of Lessing: 

If 0k>d hdd la his right haad aU tnith, and in 
hia left nothing bnt the erer-ardent desire for 
truth, even with the eonjUtion that I ehoiild err 
forever, and bade me ehoose, 1 would bow down to 
his left hand, saying, "Father, give me this; purs 
truth can be but for Thee alone. ' ' 

Such a choice, however, is not very likely 
to fall to our lot; nor does the poet here 
suggest the actnal attitude of science. 
Malbronche is nearer to it in that delight- 
ful remark that if he held truth captive in 
his hand he would open his hand and let 
it fly, in order that he might pursue and 
capture it again. Here we aenae the spirit 
of the sportsman. With somewhat of the 
same spirit, beyond a doubt, does tbe dis- 
coverer play hia small part in the mighty 
game of science. 

And this brings ns to the vital point 
Not merely in a spirit of sportsmajoship 
does science play her game ; she also strives 
to realize on ideal, one that is veiy plain 
and simple. And this ideal is, in a single 
word, progrsts. Not to solve tbe ultimate 
riddles of the universe, if such there be, 
not to attain to absolute truth, but to ad- 
vance knowledge — such is tbe aim of sol- 
enoe. Wh^ once we have felt tbe full 
force of this, all is olear. Then we see 
that although the laws of nature oan be 
foisnulated in only a tentative and provi- 
sional way, they are not Ibr this reason 
leas vduable to na ; Hiey are more ao. Then 
we gcaq> Huxley’s full meaning when be 
ealla these laws tite mlee of tbe game we 
play. We can not with oertainty ascribe 
to ritam any quality of neeaaasJT or In- 
flexible tmtb. Q«r knowledge of aatBre 
la of inestimable valne to qs; bnt It is no- 
where ebsdute or final. The profeimd 
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sig^ifioanee of what we call natural laws 
lies in the fact that they tersely sum up 
our experience of the world at any given 
moment ; and, above all, they endow us with 
a gift of prophecy that leads us on to new 
advances. Just here we are in sight of 
what is most vital, characteristic and hope- 
ful in the spirit of modem science; and 
here, too, the all-important rdle of the sci- 
entific imagination first begins really to im- 
press us. 

Our assured knowledge of nature is 
gained little by little, through the slow and 
cautious processes of observation, experi- 
ment and reason; but far different from 
these is the motive power of science. In 
every field the great discoverers have been 
seers, men of imaginative vision, carried 
onwards by a swift intuition that runs far 
in advance of solid fact or rigorous logic 
and ranges freely to and fro in undiscov- 
ered realms beyond them. And this is a 
true creative process, one that is singularly 
like what we call the inspiration of the 
painter or the poet. It often thrills us in 
the same way. Such a work of the imag- 
ination was Michael Faraday’s wonderful 
anticipation of the electro-magnetic theory 
of light. Such was Charles Darwin’s con- 
ception of natural selection which, as he 
himself has related, suddenly flashed upon 
his mind as he was reading the famous book 
of Malthus. Such, again, were the dreams 
that led Louis Pasteur and his followers, 
step by step, from the phenomena of fer- 
mentation and putrefaction to that most 
beneficent and practical achievement of our 
eivili2ation*-the germ theory of disease. At 
every point the material world overflows 
with half^revealed meanings about which 
Mienee is forever weaving her imaginative 
fabrioB; and at their best these have all the 
freedom, boldhess and beauty of true worics 
of art One oonspicuous trait, indeed, dis- 
tinguishes the man of science — ^his incor- 


rigible, almost automatic insistence upon 
veriflcatidb. For no one better knows that 
the children of his imagination will live 
only in so far as they take on the living 
flesh and blood of realily in the appeal to 
nature. Not many of them survive the 
ordeal; yet they are the pioneers of prog- 
ress, and the real conquerors of the world. 
Our own alma mater has placed above the 
portal of one of her great halls of sdenee 
the words : “Speak to the earth and it ahall 
teach thee.” Beside them we might fit- 
tingly inscribe that other Scriptural ad- 
monition: Prove ail things; hold fast tkal 
which w good. 

I say once more, then, that the develop- 
ment and discipline of the imagination is 
the best gift of science to our intellectnal 
life, and hence to liberal education. Per- 
mit me also to suggest that there is no royal 
road, no pedagogical short-cut, that will 
lead us to it. Lectures and text-books on 
science are, I suppose, a necessary part of 
the apparatus of educational nutrition. 
Not by them, however, but by the actual 
phenomena of nature is the scientific imag- 
ination first awakened to its real life. Our 
laboratories of science have their short- 
comings; in them, nevertheless, such as 
they are, the fruitful and abiding lessons 
of science are learned. It must not be 
imagined that the student has no other oc- 
cupation than to disport himself at ease in 
that legendary realm of popular fancy 
known as the “fairyland of science.” The 
prosaic but wholesome truth is that most 
of us are kept too busy digging out facts at 
lower levels to have much opportunity to 
breathe the atmosphere of the upper alti- 
tudes. But if the learner can not be taken 
up straightway to the highest mountain 
peaks, be may at least be enabled now and 
then to catch glimpses of them from tbs 
quarries in the foot-hills where most of ns 
are toiling. And such moments of larger 
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viaion repiiy with overflowing measure all 
the labor they have coat, for it is then that 
the miracle is wrought and the eyes of 
Peter Bell are opened. 

Permit me one more word. Science lays 
her spell upon us because she lives and 
moves. It ought to be clear that the ad- 
vancement of knowledge is not less vital to 
the educational interests of the university 
than are its conservation and dissemi- 
nation. Are we quite sure of ourselves in 
this regard? We have heard of late an 
intimation that the universities have not 
been so much leaders of progress as ^'de- 
positories of stationary thought” Well, 
depositories of stationary thought the uni- 
versities indubitably have been, like the 
monasteries that they succeeded as centers 
of learning; and th^ have thus served as 
the guardians of a treasure that is beyond 
all price. But this is only half the truth ; 
for it has long been one of our most cher- 
ished ideals that universities should also be 
the natural homes of original discovery and 
productive scholarship. The real universi- 
ties — and I believe that our own is one of 
them-T-have demonstrated by their example 
that the atmosphere which these thiugs 
create make teaching live and move* But 
even as we arc insisting upon this we find 
ourselves wondering how our ideal is likely 
to fare hereafter in the continual expansion 
of modern universities and the multiplicity 
of new demands upon their teaching re- 
sources. Our pedagogical and executive 
machinery is admirably organized. It has 
developed a high degree of efficiency. Will 
it be efficient enough in the future to main- 
tain an atmosphere in which scientific re- 
search and creative scholarship may freely 
breathe? It is easier to ask hard questions 
than to answer them. This one, neverthe- 
less, W6 shall not escape; for the day is 
coming when the leadership of the univer- 
sities in intelleetoal progress will depend 


on the reply that we and those after ua 
shall make; and not our words, but our 
deeds will apeak for us. 

EDHtTKD B. WaaoN 

COLUMBU IlKIVXaSITY 


FLAJN WMITINO^ 

Two years ago I spoke to the American Min- 
ing Oongrese on the subject Plain Talk ” — 
both preaching the use of direct statement and 
trying to practise what I preached. Of late my 
thoughts have turned more and more to the 
need of the use of popular language in atatiiig 
technical results; hence this afternoon I ven- 
ture to discuss plain writing from the stand- 
point of a government scientist. For twenty- 
odd years my association with scientists has 
been fairly intimate, and though I may not 
qualify in plain writing myself, I can claim 
large acquaintance with both the written and 
the printed page whose meaning is far from 
plain. 

At its best, science is simple; for science is 
not much naore than arranging facts so as to 
set forth the truth. Scientific thought is exact 
and direct, and scientific writing must there- 
fore be accurate and to the point. The scien- 
tist should think directly and with the preci- 
sion of one of the instruments of his trade, 
and above all his language must present that 
thought m^actly. 

In scientific writing this need of exact state- 
ment has led to the use of special terms, words 
that keep their razor-edge because used only 
for hair-splitting distinctions. In a certain 
degree this adoption of words not commonly 
used is unavoidable and therefore defensible. 
Yet the practise is carried to an extreme and 
far too often result is a highly specialised 
language so distantly related to our mother 
tongue that as a preliminary qualification the 
writer has to pass a civil-service examination 
and the reader usually finds himself “ shut ont ” 
and facing a ** no admittance ^ sign unleas he 
happens to possess the degree of Doctor pf 

iMeeUng of Ameriesn Mining CongreH, San 
Francisco, September Ig, 101G. 
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i9iilotc^)b7 in 6xat imrticular b?anoh of aoi- 
«Boa 

Uind you, it would be foUy to thrcm ftwsy 
tiieee took ao well ^tted for special purposes; 
yet it is no move the part of wisdom to put 
them to orery-day uses. The task for the sckn- 
tiat is to decide when to use bis technical terms 
and when to talk United States. Of course, any 
writer's first duty is to be intelligible. Choice 
of language thus Tesol^es itself largely into 
an understanding of the audience. If a scien- 
tific inrestigator deaires to announoe his dis- 
eovery to his fellow workers, he does well to use 
those exact tenns that carry the same shade of 
meaning the world over and indeed may have 
the same form in several languages ; if, on the 
other hand, his results have immediate value 
for the mine operator or the prospector, the 
geologigt does not and can not accomplish hia 
purpose unless he writes in plain language, 
using words poea^ly less exact but surely more 
understandable. 

It may be that I have stated the case too 
simply, so that this matter of plain writing 
may seem altogether easy, yet making out the 
pKeseription is always much easier than effect- 
ing the cure. Indeed, I suspect the difficulty 
is largely an internal trouble with the author, 
so deep-seated that my simple remedy of fitting 
the language to the reader does not reach it 

Sir Clifford Allbutt in his “ Notes on the 
Composition of Scientific Papers” lays down 
the plain rule: ^‘Take pains, therefore, with 
yourself first, then with your reader.” His 
idea that clear thinking must be the first step 
to plain writing of course deserves our en- 
dorsement, based upon experience. How com- 
mon is the sad discovery that a piece of ob- 
scure writing k simply the product of round- 
about reasoning or twisted thinking. Printer's 
ink, in whatever amount used, unfortunately 
posaessea no magic properties as a reagent for 
clarifying muddy thougkte. Yet no doubt it 
aometimes happens that some of us try to cover 
up witi^ long words oxir uncertainty in think- 
ing, So in pmching reform in scientific 
pwhIicatiDiis, those of u$ who are doing the 
work must realise that plain thinking comes 
first Tbemk the rub l 


It is therefore not a ooinoidence that some of 
the deepest thmkers in geological science have 
also possessed a literary style eonspicuouB for 
clarity of expression. On the othm^ hand, some 
authors whose English needs the most editing 
are equally oarelesB in the quotation of facts 
determined by ofiiers and indeed in the state- 
ment of their own observations, 1 mention 
this simply to show that 1 am strong in my 
belief that plain writing is not something be- 
neath the plane of endeavor of the scientific 
investigator — indeed, it is something so hard 
to attain that the most of us need to aim high, 
to raise our standards of scientific thinking. 
The use of common words is worthy of any 
writer if his purpose is to transmit thought. 

The discussion of plain writing at this time 
is not academic, because my real purpose is to 
take this opportunity to announce to you the 
policy of the United States Geological Survey 
on this subject. Our explorations, surveys and 
investigations are in the public interest only 
as results are made public. This policy is as 
old as the Geological Survey itself, but several 
things have given a special impetus to the 
development of this policy. Beginning in 
August a year ago, a large volume of inquiries 
from producer and consumer of minerals came 
pouring into our office, and as never before the 
Geological Survey became a kind of “ central ” 
to the mineral industry. This opportunity for 
a larger service to the public not only resulted 
in gratifying relations with a large number of 
correspondents, but the rendering of such 
service has proved instructive to the public 
servants charged with the duty. Many of us 
on the Survey staff have acquired a keener 
realization of the need not only of giving the 
public the facts, but also of making those facts 
intelligible and useful to the citizen who may 
lack professional training in geology or engi- 
neering. 

Another line of this larger service has been 
the issue of four guidebooks to this great 
western country, in which the purpose has been 
to inform the traveler concerning the resources 
of this part of our country as well as to unfold 
to hiin in attractive form its fascinating geol- 
on^. The effort to meet the public need of 
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authofritatiTe information of thia l^pe aeem- 
ingly has met with success, and other guide- 
booka in this series will follow in other Team. 
More than that, however, the reflex influence 
of thia innovation is already felt, and the evi- 
dent appreciation by the general public of this 
type of popular description is encoaraging the 
Survey writers. The educational res|>onaibil- 
ity of this federal service is being more fully 
realized, and we intend to give much more at- 
tention both to the simplifloation of the lan- 
guage of the professional publications and to 
the issue of reports that shall be popularly 
descriptive and instructive without loss of 
exactness. Even if plain language is used our 
reports should be no less efficient vehicles for 
professional discussion or for the announoe- 
ment of geologic discoveries. 

For thirty-six {rears the United States Geo- 
logical Survey has reached an ever widening 
circle of readers, and even in the early years 
of the Survey’s life King and Emmons and 
Gilbert gave to the West the results of their 
work in strong and forceful English. Yet 
with the growtib of the organization and the 
development of the science the tendency to- 
ward highly specidized writing has been too 
marked and the present plea for plain writing 
has become necessary. The government scien- 
tist has at least two obligations: first, that of 
making his investigations more and more exact 
in method and direct in result; second, that of 
making his product, the written report, such 
as to meet the needs of not only his professional 
associates but also the general public. It is 
our ambition that the reports of the United 
States Geological Survey shall be written in 
the language of the people. 

Gkobqx Otu Surra 

U. fi. Gxolooical fimivBY 


SOIL FEETILITT 

As long as a soil oontinues to produce 
moderate crops, the question of its fertility 
arouses no concern, but when the yield falls 
below normal the reason for this decrease is 
immediately sought Until a short time ago 
it was believed that this difficulty admitted of 
an easy solution, but whan the falaner saw his 


crops decreasing and sought the cause, the ^pa 
of answer which he received depended on 
whether he consulted a soil physicist, a Soil 
chemist or a soil bacteriologist In any case 
it was generally conceded that the supply of 
** plant food ” had been exhausted and the only 
question remaining was how to replenish it. 

The soil physicist saw in this undesirable 
condition, from his standpoint a violation of 
the maintenance of one of the following re- 
quirements for the soil under examination. 
First, the proper temperature had not been 
established in the soil to admit of the rapid 
growth of crops; second, the proper ventila*^ 
tion of the soil had been interfered with, either 
by a change in the porosity of the soil due to 
physical or chemical changes, or to the deposi- 
tion and retention of the by-products of the 
crops; or third, the plant did not receive suffi- 
cient moisture and this was due to the non- 
operation of one of the following agencies, 
osmosis, surface-tension or transpiration. The 
importance of this third point is very apparent 
when we remember that all plant food taken 
from the soil must be in solution. 

The following quotation from Johnson’s 
''Agricultural Chemistry” illustrates the 
standpoint of the chemist of a few years ago in 
regard to soil problems. 

The art of culture is almost entirely a chemical 
art, since nearly all its processes are to be ex- 
plained only on chemical prlnciplee. If you add 
lime or gyptum to your land, you introduce new 
chemical agents. If you irrigate your meadows, 
you must demand a reason from the chemist for 
the abundant growth of grass which follows. 

The extension of such ideas as are contained 
in the above quotations led to the belief that 
there is a certain definite rdation between 
the productiveness of the soil and its content 
of nitrogen, potash, phosphoric acid or o^ier 
chemieal constituent, and many penam be- 
lieve at the present time that from a ebemioal 
analysis of a soil the analyst can tell just the 
kind and amount of fertiliser to be added in 
order to increase its productiTeneaa. 

With the introduetioii of more exact matiboda 
in bacteriology and the perfecting of baetezi^ 
ologioal technique, all of whirii has taken place 



Novctiwnt 8, 1015] 


SCIENCE 


633 


in the last half oentui^, the relation of bee* 
teria to soil cultivation has been oanfnQy 
studied. There are myriads of bacteria in 
the soil and from the standpoint of the agri- 
oulturalist, they naturally fall into two claaaea: 
Those concerned in increasing the fertility of 
the soil> and those which deplete the soil of the 
necessary constituents to sustain plant life. 
Two groups of bacteria (OloBtridtum and 
Azotohacter) hare the ability of taking nitro- 
gren directly from the air and incorporating 
it into their own protoplasm, and it is beliered 
that these organisms are responsible to a large 
extent for keeping the nitrogen content of a 
soil nearly constant, as they replace that lost 
from the soil by the removal of crops, dentrifi- 
cetion (which will be considered later) and 
seepage. Another method by which the nitro- 
gen content of a soil is increased is tiiat of a 
symbiotic relationship between certain bacteria 
and plants; P$. radioieola has the ability of 
penetrating the roots of the legumes and form- 
ing nodules thereon. Under this special con- 
dition, the bacteria above mentioned are able 
to ‘'fix’' atmospheric nitrogen. This element 
is rarely, if at all, available to plants in the 
form of ammonia, but must be built into 
nitrates first. Here other types of bacteria 
(nitrifying organisms) take the fixed ” nitro- 
gen and build it up to nitrites and nitratea. 

It is upon these facts that the excellent re- 
sults of crop “rotation” depend and this is 
responsible for the success in intensive farm- 
ing. In the “ rotation ” of crops the farmer 
sows the land between “money crops” with 
one of the legumes (peas, beans and especially 
dover are used) , and these plants are those 
above referred to as being capable of a sym- 
biotic relationship with the nitrogen-fixing 
bacteria. When these legumes have grown up, 
they are ploughed under, thus returning much 
nitrogen, which has been accumulated during 
their growth to the soil, and replacing that lost 
by the removal of the “ money crops.” This 
procees is known as “green manuring” and 
it ia fast becoming the practise to spray the 
seeds of these legames with pure cultures of 
hiirogen^fixing organisms, so Ihiat the proper 


bacteria may be present when the seeds are 
planted. 

The question natural^ arises that if nitro- 
gen must be in the form of nitrates in order 
to be available to plant life, why is it that we 
often add materials as fertilisers which con- 
tain nitrogen in a much more complex form! 
Bacteriology again answers this query. These 
complex nitrogenous subatanoes which we add 
as fertilisers are broken down by the saprogenic 
and saprophilic bacteria to the ammonia stage 
from which they are built up, through the 
agency of the nitrifying bacteria to the nitrite 
and finally nitrate form, and are now in a con-, 
dition to be assimilated by plant life. Through 
the agency of other bacteria cellulose, starches 
and sugars are transformed to organic acids 
and carbonic acid, which atta<fiE otherwise in- 
soluble minerals and get them into solution 
ready for absorption by the plant. Bacteria 
are also involved in the oxidation of hydrogen 
sulphide and iron compounds. 

So far, we have discussed only those organ- 
isms which are beneficial to plant life, but there 
are others which are detrimental and these 
naturally fall into two classes; first, those bac- 
teria which are pathogenic to plants, like those 
causing tobacco and cucumber wilt, potato rot, 
pear blight, etc., second, those bacteria which 
are indirectly harmful to plants because they 
rob the soil of the constituents necessary to sup- 
port plant life. These latter fall in the group 
above referred to as denitrifying organisms 
and they have the ability to break down ni- 
trates, either partially or wholly to the am- 
monia stage, thus robbing the plant of what 
was originally available nitrogeti. This type 
of organism was much feared by the agricul- 
turalist for some time after its discovery, but 
it is now known that it requires an entirely 
different environment from the nitrifying 
organisms and that it seldom occurs in a well- 
ventilated soil. 

The single view of the soil physicist must 
appear untenable, for whUe plants need water, 
air and a proper temperature, these are not 
the only requirements to be met, for if it is 
desired to have a fertile soil to insure onr crcfps, 
“plant food” must be present and also ^ 



634 


^mjsrcE 


IN*. S, V 0 L. XMT, No. lOM 


ageneioB whereby this food will be r^)koed 
when that which is now present is oonmmedA 
We must also recall that water, air and tern* 
poratuTB greatly induence the bacterial con* 
tent of the soil and they are probably more 
sensitive to changes in respect to these three 
requirements than ere the plants themselveo. 
As will be seen later, it is possible to meet all 
the demands of the physicist and yet ha^e an 
unproductive soil. 

The single standpoint of the chemist is also 
open to criticism, for, granting that the right 
amounts of the necessary elements are present 
in the soil and are in an available form at the 
time of examination, they will soon bmmie 
exhausted unless replaced by bacterial activity. 
The amount and kind of material in the soil 
solution is one that has caused considerable 
diaottssion and for which we con set no arbi- 
trary standards, knowing that this is inti- 
mately related to the composition of the soiU 
which is dependent upon the original natixre 
of the rock of this place and the care of the 
land since it has been cultivated. Would it, 
remembering that different animals require 
different kinds and amounts of foods to repair 
their protoplasms, be quite correct to assume 
that all plants require exactly the same 
amaunts'of various substances to repair their 
equally diversified protoplasms? 

While it may be claimed that the bacterio- 
logical content of a soil is a very delicate index 
of its fertility, we must not forget that the 
chemistry and physics of the soil ore also im- 
portant. It is true that from the type of bac- 
teria present we can form a good idea of the 
fertility of the soil, but without the knowledge 
gained from a physical and chemical examina- 
tion we have no means of knowing how long 
these conditions will persist 

The problem of soil fertility then is a oom- 
poeite one which needs for its solution a knowl- 
edge of the interrelated subjects physics, chem- 
istry and bacteriology. With these points in 
view, it becomes a very simple matter to bar* 
moniae statements which on the surface seem 
conflicting. We now know that it is necessary 
to provide the proper laboratory (physical con- 
ditions) and the necessary raw material (chem- 


icals, etc.) in order that the particfolar bac- 
terial cell which we desire may do its work in 
increasing the fertility of the soil. In order 
to show the dependence of the bacterial cell 
on ph^ieal factors, we may cite the physicist’s 
demand for a porous soil and remember at the 
same time that the organiems beneficial to 
plant life require oxygen in order to continue 
their reactions. Again the necessity for mois- 
ture is clear when we remember that bacteria 
can use only food that is in solution, and the 
question of a proper temperature is explained 
when we remember that at the optimum tem- 
perature of the bacteria in question, their re- 
actions are greatly accelerated. 

To discuss in detail the tenets of the chem- 
ist would require too much space here, but one 
simple illustration may sufice to show the close 
relationship between the chemical composition 
of a soil and its bacteriolc^ical content. The 
adding of chemicals to a soil affects the phys- 
ical and bacteriological nature of the soil as 
well as the chemical content When we re- 
member that the activity of bacteria often pro- 
duces acid end-products, which if not neutral- 
ized will inhibit their activity and finally cause 
their death, the reason for the addition of lime 
to a soil is easily understood. 

If we provide all the conditions above out- 
lined and the soil continues to be unfertile, 
we may be sure that we have not the proper 
bacteria present or else some enemy such as 
certain protozoa are present and are preying 
on those bacteria which make plant life pos- 
sible upon the earth. As animals are in the 
last analysis dependent upon the plants for 
food, and as plants are d^ndent upon the 
nitrifyizig bacteria, we can easily see that no 
life could long exist upon the earth without the 
aid of these organisms. 

Jt. £. Bush 

0irAJi?rKXNT or Biowwy, 

OABKnslX IKSTIVUTB 0f> TXCBKOLOOT 

TEE TEIMTEENTS NEW m&LANE JNTEM^ 

COllBGIATB GEOLOGICAL EECUEAION 

Tks annual meeting of the Geologists and 
Geographers of the TSm England GoQeges 
UniversitieB was held under the direotinn of 
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FhifeMor Joseph BarreU^ of Yale Univoraityi 
<m Friday and Saturday^ October 15-16. 

The purpose of the excursion was to deter- 
mine whether or not the so-called Qretaoaoua 
peneplain of southern New England was tiie 
work of suhaerial or of marine erosion, end 
was conducted by the author of the latter 
theory. 

Ih the preliminary lecture delivered in Pea^ 
body Museum, Yale University, Professor Bar- 
rel! pointed out that the importance of pene- 
planation in continental interiors was not ques- 
tioned nor the quantitative dominance of river 
erosion even on the eastern side of the Appa- 
lachians. From evidence based on a broad 
study of the country between Vermont and 
Virginia it was concluded that the ao-oalled 
peneplain of southern New England was orig- 
inally stair-like or terraced in its character^ 
the terraces facing the sea and bearing the 
marks of having been developed by recunmit 
marine denudation. By projecting the base of 
tl^ Potomac and later formations their rela- 
tions were brought out with the marine ter- 
races of Maryland. The oldest terrace is re- 
garded as Upper Cretaceous. The Piedmont 
plateau is regarded as developed by alterna- 
tions of marine and subaerial demidation dur- 
ing the Pliooenei 

The party left Now Haven Saturday at SKK) 
o^clook for Waterbury, Conn., where auto- 
mobiles awaited. The route traversed extended 
through Morris, Litchfield and Gbahen to 
Torrington. Luncheon was eaten in LitchfielcL 

The four temcas reoogniaed in tiiis region 
by the leader, regarded as Pliocene in ago, and 
pointed out to the party are: 

Cornwall terrace, elevation 1,660-1,720, 
fiknbeii terrace, elevation 1,340-1,860, 
Litehfleld terrace, elevation 1,100-1,140, 
Prei|)eet terrace, elevaticm 8S0-920. 

Of these terraces the Prospect in the local- 
ity viewed was seen to have been much dis- 
sected by subaerial erosion while the Litchfield 
has a remarkably smooth surface. No line of 
cliffs separatea these two terraces, the separa- 
tion being determined largely from topographic 
maps by the vaiber vapid descent of the aur- 
fWe Bear the junction of the two terraces. 


Bather pronounced but much dissected scarps 
between the Litchfield and Goshen and between 
the Goshen and Oontwall terraces were pointed 
out. 

It was suggested by members of the party 
that the terraces might have been caused 
either, (1) by monoclinal warping or, (2) by 
a difference in the hardness of the rock. It 
was pointed out by one of the physiographers, 
however, that mere difference in hardness of 
rock would hardly account for the succession 
of dissected levels which was observed. The 
leader regarded monoclinal warping as inap- 
plicable when applied to the actual details as 
developed across the country. 

In general, Professor Barrell holds that the 
highest or Cornwall terrace was first out by 
the marine erosion of a region of slight relief. 
The region was then raised, perhaps 400 or 500 
feet, the sea retreated, subaerial denudation 
etched out the land surface, then moderate 
submergence took place to a level about 340 
feet below the Cornwall level and the second 
or Goshen terrace was planed. Another oscil- 
lation resulting in a final elevation of 240 feet 
more permitted the sea to out the Litchfield 
terrace. The Prospect terrace was cut when 
the region was raised about 220 feet further 
and perhaps after a prolonged stage of sub- 
aerial denudation. Lower and younger levels 
were cut by the waves on the seaward slopes 
before the sea reached its present position with 
reference to the land, each phase being repre- 
sented by subaerial denudation farther inland. 
The sediment which had been spread over the 
sea bottom as the land was cut away to form 
the terraces has been removed by the streams 
since the successive terraces were subjected to 
subaerial erosion. 

Twelve colleges and universities were repre- 
sented by the fifty-two persons who were on 
the excursion. 

The beauty of the autumnal coloring and of 
the region traversed added pleasure to one of 
the most interesting and largely attended of 
these annual excursions. 

H. F. Olbland, 
BeotBtwtu 
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THS WILLARD GJ3B8 P30FE8S03SHIP OF 
MS8BAPCS IN PUSS CHEMI8T3Y 

In oonrae of the academio year 1914-15, a 
new department was established on a penna- 
nent basis in the Mellon Institute of Industrial 
Besearch of the University of Pittsburc^, 
namely, a department of research in pure 
diemistry. The headship of this department 
is to be known as the Willard Gibbs Professor- 
ship of Besearch in Pure Ohemistry, to ever 
proclaim the ideal which the incumbents of the 
chair and the groups of research workers to be 
associated with them will be expected to fol* 
low.” - It constitutes a chair in the graduate 
school of the University of Pittsburgh as well 
as in the Mellon Institute. 

Dr. Martin A. Bosanoff, who had built up 
and for years headed the graduate department 
of ohemistry in Clark Universily, was formally 
inaugurated as the first permanent incumbent 
of this professorship, at exercises held in the 
Assembly Hall of the Mellon Institute on 
October 26. The exercises included addresses 
by Professors James McKeen Cattell and 
Marston Taylor Bogert, both of Columbia Uni- 
versity, and by Dr. Rosanofi, followed by a 
reception and an inspection of the Mellon 
Institute. 

Chancellor Samuel Black McCormick pre- 
sided at the exercises. He explained the cir- 
cumstances connected with the establishment 
of the chair and thanked the donors whose 
generosity had made possible the endowmentj 
of which the income, amounting to $5,000 per 
annum, is to constitute the salary of the in* 
eumbent of the chair. He then introduced 
Dr. Cattell. 

Dr. Cattell spoke on “ The Support of Scien- 
tific Besearch in a Democracy,” 

His argument was that science with its ap- 
plications had given us democratic institutions 
by so greatly increasing the productivity of 
labor and the length of life, that it had beooxEte 
possible to provide for education and eouality 
of opportunity. But scientific research, un- 
like most services, can not bo sold to individ- 
uab; it is for the benefit of all and must be 
paid for by all. Hitherto aristocratic institu- 
tions have been more favorable to scientific 
research than ours, but we are now beginning 


to equal the leading European nations in our 
contributions to the advancement of scienoe. 
We must do much more in the future. Coal is 
mined in Pennsylvania to the value of some 
three hundred million dollars a year. In so far 
as nalural resources are consumed, ten per 
cent, of the proceeds — thirty million dollars a 
year — might very properly be devoted to dis- 
covering new ways to obtain energy. The 
manufactures of the city of Pittsburgh and 
of Allegheny County are worth more than 
three hundred million dollars a year. These, 
like the proceeds of the mines, have been made 
possible by the applications of scienoe. Ten 
per cent, of their value — another thirty million 
dollars a year — might to advantage be spent in 
this city for the further advancement of sci- 
ence under the auspices of the Universil^ of 
Pittsburgh. By the Bessemer steel process the 
world saves, according to the estimates of the 
late Abram S, Hewitt, each year two billion 
dollars; by the electro-magnet, discovered by 
Faraday in the only research laboratory then 
existing, the world earns each year perhaps 
twice as much. Why should not these six bil- 
lion dollars a year be set aside as a memorial to 
the scientific men and workers in technology 
who have provided the world with its vast 
wealth, to be used for the further increase of 
this wealth and for the welfare of allt We 
could afford to devote one tenth of all labor, 
one fourth of all wealth, to scientific work, and 
we should become each year a richer and a 
greater nation. We need a Mellon Institute 
for each science and in every city. 

Following Dr. Cattell, Dr. Bogert, who was 
introduced by Dr. Raymond F. Bacon, director 
of the Mellon Institute, spoke oa “ The Espe- 
cial Value of Research in Pure Chemistry.” 

After rapidly reviewing some of the more 
striking contributions which chemistry has 
made to civilization, he pointed out that it was 
research in pure science which laid the deep 
and abiding foundations upon which applied 
science has erected all the wonderful structure 
of modern industrial processes. The nine- 
teenth century haa been called the Age of 
Physics and Engineering, but the twentieth 
will surdy be the Age of Ctemitrtry. 

Dr. Bogert referred to fhn great serrlee 
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which the University of Pittsburgh and its 
Mellon Institute are now rendering the public, 
and congratulated them upon the establishing 
of the new chair of research in pure chemistry 
os one of the most effective ways of furthering 
research and a momentous step in the direction 
of building up a splendid new graduate schooL 
He believed that a university’s true greatnees 
was not measured by the magnificence of its 
plant, the si^e or athletic prowess of its stu- 
dent body, but by excellence of its graduate 
school, and that the standard of the latter was 
determined by the amount and quality of its 
production of genuinely original work, and the 
character of its faculty. He said, further, that 
the extent of the assistance which a university 
secures from its surrounding community in 
the creation of such a fine graduate school as 
that of tlie University of Pittsburgh was often 
a good indication of the attitude of the uni- 
versity authorities themselves toward such 
work. In this respect he said that the Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh was, indeed, fortunate in 
having a chancellor and trustees who knew 
how to prize original scientific investigation at 
its real worth, and under whose fostering care 
and guidance it would have full opportunity 
to grow and flourish. 

The designation of the new chair aa the 
Willard Gibbs professorship of research in 
pure chemistry was peculiarly appropriate, and 
should prove a constant inspiration to all in- 
cumbents in their search for truth. Dr. Bogert 
also congratulated the chancellor and Director 
Bacon upon securing as the first occupant of 
the chair so distinguished a scientist as Dr. 
Bosanofi — ohemist> physicist, mathematician 
and linguist — ^whose investigations, especially 
those on distillation and the catalysis of or- 
ganio reactions, have already won for him an 
enviable international reputation. He then 
felicitated Dr. Eosanoff upon his appointment 
to a post of such conspicuous dignity and 
honor. In closing, the <«>eaker called attrition 
to the fact that it was the development of 
genius that was of greatest oonoem to the 
world, and that many of the investigationa 
carried out by the Willard Gibbs professors 
would undoubtedly survive long after the 


beautiful buildings of the university had 
crumbled in decay. 

The last of the addresses was a brief d!#^ 
course on Willard Gibbs’s life and work by 
Dr. Bosano:ff. In the conclusion of his ad- 
dress, Dr. Bosanoff expressed the sentiment 
that a man whose intelleotual achievement is 
as wonderful as that of Willard Gibbs need 
hardly be honored either by a monument ia 
stone or bronze or even by so magnificent a 
memorial ae a professorship of research en- 
dowed in perpetuity. The sense of attaching 
his illustrious name to the new chair is really 
the hitching of the wagon to a star. And Dr. 
Bosanofi solemnly pledged himself, ever 
guided by the light of that star, to humbly 
follow in the steps of the great American 
master of scientific research. 

The Department of Kesearch in Pure Chem- 
istry of the Mellon Institute is to be conducted 
along the same lines as similar departments in 
the leading universities in this country and 
abroad. Graduates of colleges in good stand- 
ing will be admitted to it as candidates for the 
maater^s and doctor’s degrees, and it will be 
the principal duty of the head of the depart- 
ment to maintain in it the highest attainable 
academic standard. The industrial research 
fellows of the Mellon Institute and the mem- 
bers of the faculty of the sohopl of chemistry 
of the University of Pittsburgh, as well as the 
members of the Federal Bureau of Mines and 
of Standards, are at liberty to attend all lec- 
tures, seminars, and other exercises conducted 
in the department. Further, the head of the 
new department promotes the industrial ends 
of the Mellon Institute by any scientific ad- 
vice that he may be able to give in connection 
with the work of the industrial research 
fellows.^ 

The department of research in pure chem- 
istry occxipies a suite of rooms in the MeDon 
Institute building* and its members are at 
liberty to draw on the material facilities of the 
institute on the some terms as the members of 

^ On the object and work of the Mellon Institute, 
see/. Ind, Snff. Chem,, 7 (1916), 843. 

s For a description of this building, see /ad. 
Snp. fTfcem., 7 (1916), 333. 
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tho industrial section. Those of the graduate 
students who are granted the title of fellow in 
pure chemistry are considered by the Mellon 
Institute as equal in rank and privileges with 
the industrial research fellows. 

W. A. Hamor® 


FMEDEEIC WARD PUTNAM 

The following minute on the life and serv* 
ices of Professor Putnam was placed upon the 
records of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences 
of Harvard University at the meeting of Oc- 
tober 26f 1915: 

Frederic Ward Putnam^ son of Ebenexer and 
Ehaaboth Appleton Putnam^ was bora in Salem, 
Massachiisetta, April 16^ 1839. His ancestors on 
both sides were early immigrants from England, 
the first American ancestor being John Putnam, 
who settled in Salem in 1640. The father, grand- 
father and great-grandfather of Professor Put* 
nam were all graduates of Harvard College, and 
the associations of his mother’s family had been 
close with the institution from its beginning. 

His early schooling was received in private 
schools and at home under his father % tuition. 
At an early age he showed great interest in nat- 
ural history and had thoughts of devoting himself 
to scientific pursuits. Promised an appointment at 
West Point, however^ he was preparing himself to 
adopt a military career, when Louis Agassiz met 
him at the Museum of the Essex Institute, and, 
recognizing in him a keen student, persuaded him 
to take up natural history as his life work. His 
preparation for the military profession was ac- 
cordingly abandoned, and he devoted himself at 
once to the study of birds, being made curator of 
ornithology in the Essex Institute in 1866. In the 
following year he was made assistant to Professor 
Agassiz, and entering the Lawrence Scientific 
School received the degree of €.B. in 1862. For 
a number of years after this, he continued his work 
in the study of animal life, as curator of verte- 
bratos at the Essex Institute, of Ichthyology at 
the Boston Society of Natural History, and as as- 
sistant in the museum of comparative zoology at 
Harvard University. During these years be had 
also some eaperlenee in museum administration, as 
he was entrusted with the charge of the Museum 
of the Essex Institute and of the Museum of the 
East Indaan Marine Society in Salem, and later 

s Assistant to the director of the Mellon Insti- 
tute of Industrial Eesearch. 


was made director of the museum of the Peabody 
Academy of Srienee in the same city. In 1873 he 
was chosen to fill the important position of pema- 
nent secretary of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, an ofiioe which he 
held for twenty-five years. Professor Putnam’s 
connection with the association lasted through one 
of the most important periods in its life, and to his 
energy and administrative ability much of its suc- 
oe» was due. 

Although it was in the field of natural history 
that Professor Putnam for many years carried on 
m<»st of his work, bis interest in archeology was 
early aroused. While attending the meeting of 
the American Association at Montreal in 1857, he 
discovered on Mt. Hoyal a small kitchen-midden, 
and was thus among the very first in this country 
to recognize the presence of the remains of pre- 
historic man. In 1874 Dr. Jeffries Wyman, the 
first curator of the Peabody Museum of American 
Archeology and! Ethnology, died and Professor 
Putnam was appointed to take the place. Thus 
began his connection with the institution of which 
he was the director for over forty years. In 1886, 
he was made Peabody professor of American 
archeology and ethnology, and served as such until 
1909, when he joined the group of the emeriti. 
During the nearly half-century of his connection 
with the museum, he labored unceasingly to build 
up its collections, both by purchase and by ex- 
plorations in the field. He was one of the earliest 
to realize the need of arebeoJogioal and anthropo- 
logical exploration, and to Insist that careful field- 
notes and data are equally important with the 
specimens themselves. The great collections which 
he gathered and which place museum in the 
forefront of the muCeums of this country, are a 
witness of his success. 

With the appointment to the Peabody pro- 
fessorship, Harvard University became one of the 
first institutions in the country to offer instruction 
in the field of anthropology and American archeol- 
ogy. Although always more aetive la museum and 
fieldwork than in teaching, Professor Putnam 
etrove constantly to develop the mstruetiea in his 
chosen science, from the time when, before any 
courses were offered, he had several volimtary stu- 
dents working under his direetion, to the very last 
days of his life, when nearly a score of specialized 
courses were offered by the division of which ae 
had for BO long been the hea^ 

Striking as were the reimlts of his work here at 
Harvard, his lirflueace was literally nation wide> 
and he may justly be called one of the fatfiem 6f 
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antba^opology la Amerioaf the others being Brinton, 
of Pennaylvaaia, and Powell, of Washington. In 
1892, he was made chief of the department of 
anthropology at the World ’a Columbian Exposition 
at Chicago, and not only brought together what 
waa probably the greatest archeological and anthro- 
pological exhibit ever gathered in this country up 
to that time, but collected by the aid of numerous 
oollaborators a vaat maw of data in regard to our 
native peoples which has not yet been fully worked 
up. The specimens so brought together for the 
Exponition became the nucleus of the present Field 
Museum of Natural History, which may thus be 
regarded as, in its origins, of his making. In 
1894 Professor Putnam was made curator of 
anthropology in the American Museum of Natural 
History in New York City, and for nearly ten 
years he applied to its administration and to the 
building up of its ooUeetions the experience he had 
gained in Cambridge and Chicago. It was again 
largely through his efforts that the University (»f 
California established a department of anthropol- 
ogy in 1903, and he held the position of professor 
of anthropology and director of the anthropolog- 
ical museum In that institution until his retirement 
in 1909, 

In his long life of acientiflc work, a great deal of 
Professor Putnam ^s attention was necessarily de- 
voted to administrative and editorial duties, but he 
found time, nevertheless, for the writing of a large 
number of eeientiffc papers, and the bibliography 
appended to the Anniversary volume presented to 
him in 1990 by his associates and students, con- 
tains something over four hundred titles. His 
membership in scientific societies, both at home 
and abroad, was extensive. In this country he was 
a member of the National Academy, the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Phil- 
osophical Society, and a great many others; out- 
side the United States he waa an honorary or cor- 
reepondiag member of the anthropological societies 
of Great Britain, Paris, Stockholm, Berlin, Borne, 
Florence and BruseeU, of the Boyal Society of 
Edinburgh, and others of minor importance. In 
1868 he reeved the degree of A.M. from Williams 
College ; in 1894 the degree of S.D. from the Uni- 
vewity of Pennsylvania; and is 1896, the Cro« of 
the Legion of Honor from the French government. 

Professor Putnam was twice married: in 1864 
to Adelaide Martha Edmands of Cambridge, by 
he had* three children, two daughters and one 
sen, After her death, fifteen years later, he max- 
fkd ih Ester Orae Clarke, of Chicago, who, 
with hla throe children, survives him. 


To his students and associates Professor Putnam 
endeared himself by hie kindliness and sympathy. 
For every one he had a cordial greeting and a 
pleasant word. He waa ready always to give un- 
stintedly of his time, and so far as he was able, 
from bis pocket, to any one who asked his aid. 
He had the gift of inspiring those with whom he 
came in contact with enthusiasm for research, and 
to few is it given to have so wide an influence. 
Until the very last years, the great majority of 
those in this country who were working in the 
anthropological field had been associated more or 
less closely with Professor Putnam, either as stu- 
dents or colleagues in the various institutions of 
which he hod been a member. His loss, therefore, 
is widely felt, not only because he was an able ad- 
ministrator and the last of the three founders of 
anthropological study in this country, but also be- 
cause he had won the affections of so many as a 
teacher and a friend. 


SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

Professor M. I. Pupin, of Columbia Univer- 
sity, will give a lecture on The Problem 
of Aerial Transmission.” at the approaching 
meeting of the National Academy of Sciences. 
The lecture will be given at the American 
Museum of Natural History, New York City, 
on the evening of November 16. 

At the recent meeting of the Clinical Con- 
gress of Surgeons of North America, at Bos- 
ton. Dr, J. M. T. Finney, of the Johns Hop' 
bins University, was elected president. 

Dr. Richard Mills Peabcr, professor of re- 
search medicine in the University of Penn- 
sylvania, received the degree of doctor of sci- 
ence from Lafayette College on October 20. 

The Geographical Society of Philadelphia 
presented on November 3 its Elisha K^t 
Kane medal to Professor Ellsworth Hunting- 
ton^ of Yale University. Dr. Huntington 
gave a lecture on Climate, Weather and 
Daily Life.” 

Aocordibo to a cablegram to the daily press 
from Stodcholm it has been decided to award 
tbe Nobel Priie in medicine for 1014 to Dr. 
Robert Barany, of the University of Vienna, 
for Ms work in the physiology and pathology 
of the ear. 



640 


SCIENCE 


VSf. B. VoL. xm. Mb. JMB 


Thb Collie of Physicians of Philadelphia 
announces that the Alvaienga prise for 1916 
has been awarded Dr. Joshua E. Sweety 
Philadelphia, for his essay entitled ** The 8u^ 
gery of the Pancreas.” 

M. Paul PAiNLErf, professor of mathematics 
in the University of Paris and professor of 
mechanics in the Faria Polytechnic School, 
has been made minister of education in the 
new French cabinet. 

The French minister of war has appointed 
a consulting committee of experts on military 
aeronautics which includes M« Appell, who 
occupies one of the chairs of mechanics at the 
Sorbonne ; M. Deslandres, director of the 
Meudon Observatory, and M. Kling, director 
of the Municipal Observatory. 

Surgeon W. MoCoy, now in charge of the 
leprosy investigations at the hospital at Mo- 
lokai, Hawaii, has been appointed director of 
the hygienic laboratory of the U. S. Public 
Health Service, succeeding Dr. John F. 
Anderson, who recently resigned. 

Db. SioiSMUNP S. Goldwateb retired this 
week from the post of health commissioner of 
New York City and is succeeded by Dr. 
Haven Emerson, deputy health commissioner. 

Mb. P. Babacobi has resigned as state as- 
tronomer of Victoria, and it is said that no 
appropriation will be made by the government 
for the Victorian Observatory at Melbourne. 

Professor John Ferguson has retired from 
the regius chair of chemistry in the Univer- 
sity of Glasgow, to which he was appointed 
in 18^4. 

Professor Polutzee, of Vienna, the dis- 
tinguished otologist, has celebrated his eight- 
ieth birthday. 

Pbofbssoe Ernst Neumann, formerly di- 
rector of the pathologic institute in K6nigs^ 
berg, and a well-known authority on diseases 
of the blood, celebrated the sixtieth anniver- 
sary of his doctorate on September 24. 

D. J. Guzman has been appointed director 
of the Institute of Vegetal Pathology in Sal- 
vador, Central America, as organized under 
the ministry of agriculture of that govem- 
menl 


Dr. J. S. Caldwell, plant physiologist of 
the Alabama Experiment Station, baa been 
appointed to a position as specialist in fruit 
by-products investigations at the Washington 
Experiment Station, State College of Wash- 
ington, Pullman. 

Dr. J. N. Rose, research asaociate of the 
Carnegie Institution of Washington, has re- 
turned from a £ve months^ exploration trip 
along the east coast of South America, where 
he made extensive botanical collections, espe- 
cially of cacti, ferns and mosses. His collec- 
tion consists of herbarium, formalin and 
greenhouse material, supplemented by nu- 
merous photographs. 

Another expedition to Japan and Korea 
has been undertaken by Associate Professor 
Frederick Starr, of the University of Chicago, 
who sailed from Tacoma by the Mesoicc Maru 
OB October 7. His photographer and helper 
on the expedition will probably be Hambei 
Maebaahi, of Tokyo. The expedition is 
planned to cover six months’ time, Profeasor 
Starr expecting to return to the university in 
time for the opening of the spring quarter in 
April, 1916. 

Professor Henri T. Hus, of the botanical 
department of the University of Michigan, 
has been granted a three years’ leave of ab- 
sence from the university, beginning with the 
present college year, in order to enable him to 
accept a position with the United States Rub- 
ber Company in Sumatra. Professor Hus will 
take charge of experimental plant breeding 
work on the island. 

The expedition under Captain Vilkitski in 
the ice-breakers Taimur and VatpatiA, which 
last year started from Vladivostok to renew 
the attempt to reach Europe by the Arctic Sea 
north of Asia, and which wintered in 100° E. 
longitude off the Taimur peninsula, reached 
Archangel during September, having thus for 
the first time accomplished the complete north- 
east passage in the reverse direction from that 
folos^ by the Vegg, 

We leam from Naiure that the council of 
the Chemical Society, ^London, has arranged 
for three lectures to be ddiv^ed at the ordi- 
nary soientifio ineetiini^ dutint the eomiug 
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aefl 0 ion. Tbe first of these lectures will be 
delivered on November 18, by Br, E. J. Bus- 
eelU who has chosen as his subject, The Prin- 
ciples of Crop Production.’’ The titles of the 
two later lectures to be delivered on February 
8 and May 18, by Professor W. H. Brag^t and 
Professor F. Qowland Hopkins, respectively, 
will be announced later. 

The annual commemoration of the benefac- 
tors of the Koyal College of Physicians of 
London took place on October 18, when the 
Harveian Oration was delivered by Dr. Sid- 
ney Ooupland. The usual dinner was not held. 

A OEANiTE boulder has been placed on the 
campus of Cornell University to serve as a 
memorial of the late Balph Stockman Tarr, 
professor of geology and physical geography, 
1892-1912. The stone stands almost under 
one of the windows of the lecture room in 
McGraw Hall where Professor Terr met his 
classes for many years. A bronze memorial 
tablet will be set into the eastern side of the 
boulder. The tablet has been designed by Mr, 
H. 8. Outsell, of the college of architecture. 
It will bear a portrait bust in low relief and 
the inscription: 

IUlph Stockman Tabr 
1864-1912 

Scientist — Writer — Teacher 

This boulder, a relic of the ice age, symbolic of 
his research in glacial geology and of the enduring 
value of his work, is placed here as a memorial 
of their friend and adviser by bis students. 

Nathan Fbehekick Merhill, professor 
emeritus in the University of Vermont, died 
on October 26 at the age of sixty-six years. 
He was for thirty years professor of chemis- 
try in the University of Vermont. 

Andhew Ferraei, a chemist known for re- 
search work in glass manufacture, died at 
Hartford, Conn., on October 26. n::<?d srventy- 
aix years. 

Aiaoe Gertaudb MoOiabkry, A.B. (Cor- 
nell, ’08), assistant professor of rural educa- 
tion in college of agriculture, Cornell Uni- 
versity, died on October 19. 

D % John MaoLEv Wood, director of the 
Natal Herf)ariam and formerly director of the 
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Natal Botanic Garden, died on Auguat 25, at 
the age of eighty-six years. 

Majou a. J. N. Tsemeabne, an Australian 
by birth, known for bis publications on the 
anthropology of the African races, was killed 
in Flanders on September 26. 

Professor Sohmxpt-Biwplbr, formerly ordi* 
nary professor of ophthalmology, died at Halle^ 
on September 23, aged seventy-seven years. 

Dr. Tiepenbaoher, emeritus professor of 
railway engineering in the Vienna School of 
Technology, has died at the age of seventy- 
two years. 

According to Nature the third annual meet- 
ing of the Indian Science Congress will be 
held in Allahabad from January 13-16, 1916, 
when Sir Sidney Burrard, F.B.8., will be 
president. The chief sections wiD be physics^ 
chemistry, zoology, botany, agriculture and 
ethnology, and the presidents of the respective 
sections Dr. Simpson, of the Meteorological 
Department; Dr. Budborough, of the Research 
Institute, Bangalore; Dr, Woodland, of Alla- 
habad; Dr. Howard, of Pusa; Mr. Coventry, of 
Pusa; and Mr. Burn. It is hoped that the 
local committee will persuade Dr. BoSe to give 
a public lecture on his own researches. The 
local secretaries for this year are Dr. Hill, of 
Muir College, and Mr. P. S. Maomahon, of the 
Canning College, Lucknow, to the latter of 
whom all communications should be addressed- 
The congress is under the general control of 
the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 

Leaping Philadelphia physicians are working 
out a plan to make Philadelphia a great center 
of advanced research and study in medicine. 
More than one hundred physicians have joined 
the Cooperative Association for Post-graduate 
Teaching of Medicine, which is the tomporaryi' 
organization to bring about this advance in 
Philadelphia’s medical life. Dr. David Beia- 
man, 1716 Spruce Street, is chairman, and 
Dr. George P. Mueller, 1729 Pine Street, is 
temporary secretary. Dr. J. M. Anders is 
chairman of the executive committee, on wfaidi 
are the following physicians : W. M. L. OopUn, 
F. X. Dercum, P. B, Hawke, Edward Martin, 
Charles K, Mills, George P. Muller, R, M. 
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Pearce^ David Beisman, W* L. Bodman and 
George E. de Schweinitz. The subcommittee 
on roster includes Ward Brinton, B. Max 
Goepp, F. C, Hammond, John A. Eolmer, 
B. V* Patterson, C. M. Purnell, W. J. Taylor, 
T, H* Weiaenburg, A. D, Whiting and Samuel 
Woody. A central bureau with a permanent 
secretary is to be established. The preliminary 
work to be done includes tabulating the lecture 
courses, laboratory hours, hospital and dis- 
pensary hours and getting the cooperation of 
all medical schools and hospitals in the city so 
their doors will be open to the post-graduate 
student. 

At the annual meeting of the National Asso- 
ciation of Audubon Societies held recently in 
the American Museum of Natural History 
there was an exhibition of motion pictores by 
Mr. Herbert K. Job, who was sent by tibe asso- 
ciation on a tour of inspection of the bird 
reservations in Florida and Louisiana. 

In a report of the clay-working industry of 
the United States in 1914 by Jefferson 
Middleton, issued by the United States Geo- 
logical Survey, the value of the clay products 
of this country in 1914 are given as $164,- 
986,983 — brick and tile $129,588,822 and potr 
tery $86,398,161. This was a considerable de- 
crease compared with 1918, but as compared 
with the value for the last twenty years it 
shows a great growth in the industries. Oocn- 
pared with 1908 there was an increase of $31,- 
789,221. In only four years — 1909, 1910, 1912 
and 1918 — has the total value of clay products 
exceeded that of 1914. Considered by the 
average for five-year periods, which is perhaps 
the fairest comparison, os unusual conditions 
may occur in a single year, the average annual 
^value of the clay products of the United States 
was: 1895-1899, $72,233,056; 10OO--19O4, $118,- 
185,826; 1905-1909, $163,838,231, and 1910- 
1914, $170,287,909. It will be seen that the 
value of the clay products of the country has 
considerably more than doubled in the last 
twenty years. With the revival of business, 
which is clearly indicated, the great clay- 
working industries, with the inherent supe- 
riority of their products for many uses, are 


bound to come into their own, the bait of 1914 
being but a temporary setback which will be 
more than overcome in the near future, day 
products are made in every state. Of the terri- 
tories, Alaska and Hawaii reported none. The 
value "of clay products ranged in 1914 from 
$6,974 in Porto Rico to $37,160,768 in Ohio. 
Ohio reported over one fifth of the value of 
clay products in 1914 and has been the lead- 
ing state since figures on this subject were first 
compiled by the Geological Survey in 1804. It 
is likely to maintain this position, as its out- 
put has always greatly exceeded that of the 
second state. Pennsylvania, and in 1914 this 
excess was $15,319,772, or over 70 per cent. 
Pennsylvania’s output in 1914 was valued at 
$21,846,996, or over one eighth of the total 
for the United States. New Jersey ranked 
third in 1914, with products valued at $16,- 
484,652. Hlinois was fourth, with products 
valued at $13,318,958, and New York was fifth, 
with products valued at $9,078,933. Indiana 
was sixth ; Iowa was seventh, exchanging places 
with Missouri, which was eighth; West Vir- 
ginia was ninth, exchanging places with Cali- 
fornia, which was tenth. The first ten states 
reported wares valued at $128,258,688, or 72,74 
per cent, of the total. The first five states re- 
ported wares valued at $97396,302, or nearly 
60 per cent, of the total. 

UNIVEB8ITT AND BDVCATIONAL NEWS 

Mr. James J. Hit.L has presented $125,000 
to Harvard University to be added to the 
principal of the professorship in the Harvard 
graduate school of business administration, 
which bears bis name. The James J. Hill 
professorship of transportation was founded 
by a gift of $126,000, announced last com- 
mencement day, the donors including John 
Pierpont Morgan, Thomas W. Lamont, Rob- 
ert Bacon and Howard Elliott. 

The General Education Board announces 
that $100,000 has been given to Carlton Col- 
lege, Northfield, Minn., toward a fund of 
$400y000; $50,000 to Hobart College, Geneva, 
N. T., toward a fund of $200,000; $1^,000 to 
Lafayette College, Easton, Fa., toward a fund 
of $1,000,000, and $25,000 to Kalamasoo Od- 
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lege, Kalamam), Hick, toward a fund of 

$ 100 , 000 . 

The trustees of the Joseph Bonnbeim Me* 
morial Fund, founded in 1897 by Albert Bonn* 
heim and Fannie Bonnheim, of Sacramento, 
in memoty of their son, have conveyed the en* 
tire property of the trust, now valued at ap- 
proximately $100,000, to the University of 
California, The income of the endowment 
will be devoted to scholarships in the Uxiiver* 
sity of California for young men and young 
women. 

CoNSTBUcrrxoH is about to begin on a labora- 
tory building, to cost $100,000, to be erected 
by the University of California on thfi new 
465-acre site just purchased by the Univer- 
sity of California, at a cost of $56,000, for its 
citrus experiment station and graduate school 
of tropioal agriculture at Riverside, The di- 
rector of this work of agricultural research at 
Riverside is Dr. Herbert J. Webber, former 
professor of plant breeding in Cornell Uni- 
versity. 

Work has begun on the foundation for the 
five-story building of the Hunterian Labora- 
tory connected with Johns Hopkins Medical 
School, The new building is located at the 
comer of Wolfe and Madison Streets, will be 
50 by 100 feet and will cost about $66,000. 

New York University has added to its 
graduate school courses in surgery by which 
it will be possible for graduate students to se- 
cure the advanced academic degrees of master 
and doctor of science. The course does not 
deal with the technique of surgical practise 
but with subjects such as the application of 
biological soienoe to surgical diagnosis and 
therapy. 

Hr. James Cole Rorertb, of the United 
States Bufeau of Hinee, Denver, has been ap^ 
pointed to the Joseph Austin Holmes pro- 
fessorship of safety and efficiency engineering 
in the Colorado State School of Mines. 

Da. Bosert S, HoRBtB, formerly of the Johns 
Hopkins University, has been appointed to 
the Frederick Forohheimer chair of medicine in 
the medical department of the University of 
Cincinnati. 


Dr. Robert H. Mullin, director of the lab- 
oratories of the Minnesota State Board of 
Health and assistant professor of pathology 
and bacteriology at the University of Minne- 
sota, has accepted an offer from the Univer- 
sity of Nevada, at Reno, to take charge of 
the hygienic laboratories of that institution. 

Dr. H. G. Earle has been appointed pro- 
fessor of physiology at the University of 
Hong Kong. 

Dr. Hermann Jordan, docent in Tubingen, 
has been called as associate professor of com- 
parative physiology in Utrecht, as successor 
to the late Professor A. A. W. Hubrecht. 

Propessor Beneoxe, of the Berlin Agricul- 
tural School, has been called to the chair of 
botany at Munster, as successor to Professor 
Oorrens. 

Dr. Boris Zarnik, associate professor at 
Wurzburg, has accepted the professorship of 
zoology at the University of Constantinople* 

macussioj^ and consEapoNDENCE 

ELECTROMOTIVE PHENOMENA AND MSMBBANB 
PERMEABIUTT 

In his very interesting presidential addreasp 
printed in Science, Professor Bayliss^ discusses 
among other things the origin of electromotive 
forces in living cells. In this discussion Pro- 
fessor Bayliss adopts the theory, originally sug- 
gested by Ostwald and elaborated by Bern- 
stein, R, Lillie and Hober, that the E.M.F. 
observed in living tissue is due to a selective 
ion permeability in the sense that normally 
only cations are able to diffuse through the 
membrane, but that if the membrane is in- 
jured or if a cell is active its membrane be- 
comes also permeable for anions. As a conse- 
quence of this increase in permeability the 
spot where this happens must become negative 
if compered with a spot of normal or resting 
tissue. To quote Professor Bayliss: 

I referred previously to the electrical change in 
excitable tissues and its relation to the cell mem- 
brane. It was, I believe, first pointed out by Ost- 
wald and confirmed by many subsequent investi- 
gators, that in order that a membrane may be im- 
permeable to a salt it is not a necessary condition 

iJBcnSKOB, 1915, N. S., XLJL, No. 1086, p. 609. 
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th&t it fthall be impetmeablo to both the ioiui 
Into which thii lalt is eleetroiTtically dissociated. 
If impenaeable to one only of these ions, the other, 
diffufliblOp ion can not pass out beyond the point 
at which the osmotic pressure due to its kinetie 
ener^ balances the electrostatic attraction of the 
oppositely charged ion, which is imprisoned. 
There is a Helmholtz double layer formed at the 
membrane, the outside having a charge of the 
sign of the diffusible ions, the inside that of the 
other ions. Now, suppose that we lead off from 
two places on the surface of a cell having a mem- 
brane with such properties to some instrument 
capable of detecting differences of electrical po- 
tential. It will be clear that we shall obtain no 
indication of the presence of the electrical charge, 
because the two points are equlpotential, and we 
can not get at the interior of the cell without de- 
stroying its structure. But if excitation means 
increased permeability, the double layer will dis- 
appear at an excited spot, owing to indiscriminate 
mixing of both kinds of ions, and we are then 
practically leading off from the interior of the 
cell, that is, from the internal component of the 
double layer, while the unexcited spot is still led 
off from the outer component. The two contacts 
are no longer equipotential. Since we find experi- 
mentally that a point at rest ia electrically posi- 
tive to an excited one, the outer component must 
be positive, or the mmnbrane is permeable to cer- 
tain cations, impermeable to the corresponding 
anions. Any action on the cell such as would 
make the membrane permeable, injury, certain 
chemical agents, and so on, would have the same 
effect as the state of excitation. If we may as- 
sume the possibility of degrees of permeability, 
the state of inhibition might be produced by de- 
orease of permeability of the membrane of a cell, 
which was previously iu a state of excitation owing 
to some influence inherent in the cell itself or 
coming from the outside. This manner of ac- 
counting for the electromotive changes in cells is 
practically the same as that given by Bernstein. 

The suggestion of Ostwald was questioned by 
physical chemists, c. g,, Walden, Tammann 
and Nemst Becent experiments carried on 
in the writer's laboratory have shown that the 
attempt to explain the E.M.F. in tissues by 
the idea of a selective ion permeability and its 
changes (which the writer had originally also 
adopted) is neither tenable nor necessary. 
Space permits to point out only a few of the 
reasons for this statement. 


1. Loeb and Beutner found that if we lead 
off from two places on the surface of an intact 
plant leaf (s. g., rubber plant) or fmii (s. g., 
apple) with two solutions of the same electro* 
lyte but of different concentration, the lower 
concentration is always positive to the higher; 
and the E.M.F. depends upon the ratio of the 
two concentrations as expressed by Nemst’s 
well-known formula. In the most ideal objecta 
for this purpose the E.M.F. corresponds quan- 
titatively to Hemst's formula. In all cases a 
spot of tissue (no matter whether plant or 
animal) in contact with distilled water is posi- 
tive if compared with a spot in contact with a 
physiologioal salt solution or a Ringer solu- 
tion.* 

According to the theory of Bernstein, which 
Bayliss adopts, a spot of muscle or leaf in con- 
tact with distilled water should be negative to 
a spot in contact with a physiological salt solu- 
tion, since we know that distilled water causes 
an increase in permeability. This increase in 
permeability is shown not only by the facts of 
cytolysis, but also by direct observations on the 
eggs of Fundulus in the writer's floating ex- 
periments. Thus one of the most general phe- 
nomena in electrophysiology contradicts the 
theory of selective ion permeability. 

The experiments of Reutner and of Loeb 
and Beutner have shown that the E.M J*. which 
appear at the surface of living tissues can be 
imitated if we bring a watery salt solution in 
contact with a substance immiscible in water, 
such as lecithin or oleic acid (which for experi. 
mental purposes was dissolved in guaiacol).* 
According to Beutner's theory* traces of the 
salts are soluble in the water immiscible phase 
and one ion combines here with an anion or 
cation (or both combine in the case of an 
ami>hoteric electrolyte). The common ion of 
the salt in die water and of the water immiB* 

«Lo»b, J., and Beutner, B., Biochem, Zt$ehr,, 
1912, XLL, p. 1. 

sLoeb and Beutner, Biochgm^ 1918, 

LI., p. 288; 1914, LIX., p. 196. 

4 Beutner, Ztaehr. /. pkgiik. Clwm., 1914| 
LXXXVIL, p. 886; Jour. Am. Soo^ 

XXXVI., pp. 2,040 aad 2,046. 
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oible Bah determines the E.M.F. On the baflia 
of this BBsumption Beutner has been able to 
explain the obaerred phenomena thermo* 
dynamically* and his theory accounts for all 
£,M.R at phase boundaries. 

It follows from this theory that a spot of 
tissue in contact with distilled water ahould be 
positive to one in contact with a physiological 
salt solution* which is actually the case. 

It was known that if we lead off from two 
spots of a muscle with a KOI and NaOl solo* 
tion of the same concentration* the spot in 
contact with KOI appears negative to that in 
contact with KaOL Loeb and Beutner could 
show that this was also true for the boundary 
between oleic acid or lecithin and salt solutions, 
and it was explained by Beutner on the as- 
sumption {which could be verified) that KOI 
is more soluble in the water immiscible phase 
than NaOl, that the Cl combines with some 
constituent of the water immiscible phase, and 
that the Cl ion, being tlie common ion, deters 
mines the E.M.r. 

2. It is well known that an injured spot of 
a tissue is negative to a nondnjured spot (cur- 
rent of injury), and this is explained on the 
basis of Bernstein’s or Bayliss’s theory by as- 
suming that the specific cation permeability 
of the membrane is abolished by the injury 
and that the anions will also reach the outer 
boundary of the injured spot Loeb and 
Beutner have published experiments which 
show that the so-called current of injury has 
nothing to do with an alteration of permeabil- 
ity, but that it is in all probability due to the 
existence of an internal E.M.F. situated at the 
internal boundary of the membrane.* If it is 
true that the junction of the outer boundary 
of an organ, e. g-, an apple* with a salt solu- 
tion must become the seat of an E.M.F., the 
same must be true for the boundary of the 
membrane with the intenial liquids of the 
tissues containing electrolytes. If we could 
show that this intenial E.M.F. is generally 
smaller than the E.M*F. at the outside sur- 
face when we lead off from the latter with a 
pJ^aiologioal salt solution, the so-called current 

*Losb and Bentaer^ Bioohem. Bt 0 obr,j 1912* 
p. 804. 


of injury would find a simple explanation. As 
a matter of fact, aoids^ KOI, and other snb- 
stances give rise to negative potentials if com- 
pared with that of a physiological salt solu- 
tion of the same oonoentration* and it is quite 
possible that such a solution exists at the 
inner boundary of the membrane. When we 
lead off from two intact spots on the surface 
of an organ we do not notice the existence of 
the internal potentials, since they are opposite 
and equal; but if we destroy the membrane 
on one spot and lead off from this spot and 
from an intact spot of the akin the injured 
spot must be negative to the normal spot, since 
in reality we measure in this case the differ- 
ence between the outer and the inner potentials 
of the membrane. The idea that such a layer 
exists at the internal surface has received sup- 
port by a series of experiments by Loeb and 
Beutner, some of which may be mentioned. 
When we cut an apple in two and lead off with 
salt solutions of the same kind and concentra- 
tion from the intact outer surface and from the 
cut, the cut is nisgative, as was to be expected. 
When we remove more and more of the flesh 
of the apple, while leaving the skin unaltered, 
the difference of potential between outside skin 
and cut surface at first remains unchanged; 
but if we remove so much that the salt solu- 
tion (with which we lead off from the cut 
surface to the measuring instrument) reaches 
the internal surface of the rind, the E.M.F. 
between the intact and injured part of the 
apple becomes less and finally disappears. In 
this case the salt solution replaces, in our opin- 
ion, the natural layer of liquid on the inner 
surface of the skin. 

When we press the skin of an apple on one 
spot with the soft part of our finger without 
causing an abrasion of the skin, that spot be- 
comes negative to a non-pressed spot; and yet 
we can show that the permeability of the akin 
is intact. This can be shown by the fact that 
the concentration effects produced by applying 
solutions of different concentrations are still 
the same as in any intact part of the skin; 
while this is no longer the case if we cause an 
abrasion. The explanation which we ventured 
to give for the fact that the pressed spot be- 
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cotnes nogative was that the pressure displaces 
the layer of acid or any other substance which 
may be responsible for the inner potential, and 
replaces this substance by the juice pressed 
out from some of the soft cells of the flesh of 
tile apple, but without altering tiie permeability 
of the skin. 

Under these conditions the fact that the 
active part of a tissue becomes negative to a 
part at rest flnds its simple explanation on 
the assumption that in the active part of the 
tissue substancee are formed which temporarily 
alter .the potential at the inner surface in such 
a sense as to make the outmile on that spot ap- 
pear more negative. There is no necessity for 
assuming any increase in the permeability of 
the akin, 

jAOQum Losb 

THf BooKXPBLiota iKariTinv Ft» 

JfanicxL RESXaaoH, 

New Took 

WHAT IS HEtLEKISM? 

It would usually be both foolish and un- 
grateful to criticiise the choice of illustrations 
used by a lecturer in an attempt to make 
clearer a worthy proposition. When, however, 
the illustration is in very comnum use, though 
more often in another manner, when it is sure 
to remain in common use, and when moreover 
it has great and positive value, its misuse is 
dangerous enough to merit attention. The 
address of Professor Harrison, published in 
Science of October 23, 1914, urges us to make 
science of practical value. W© may oil well 
do what we can to share and spread the motive 
and accomplish its aim. In this address, Pro- 
fessor Harrison contrasts Hellenism and 
Hebraism, apparently in the sense that Hellen- 
ism typifies clear thought, and Hebraism vigor 
in practise. We are all familiar with the con- 
trast of Greek and Hebrew culture, in which 
the former represents reason, and the latter 
faith, as the guiding principle of conduct. 
Professor Harrison^s oontrast strikes me as 
both novel and unsound. 

The Hellenic culture which has influenced 
subsequent civilisation was essentially the cul- 
ture of Athens, The usual idea of Athenian 


culture is tiiat it was oharacteriaed by marvel- 
lous activity. As to tiie culture typical of 
Athens, w« can go back to the greatest Greek 
historian, and as to Greek ideals, to the great- 
est Greek philosopher, both of them men whose 
works are still commonly regarded as pre- 
eminent in their fields. The opinion of Thu- 
cydides with regard to the Athenians is ex- 
pressed over and over. In Chapter HI, of 
Book L, he puts his views into the mouth of 
the envoy of Corinth, who is addressing an 
assembly in Sparta: 

The Athenians are addicted to innovation, and 
tbeir designs are characterised hf swiftness alike 
in conception and execution; you have a geniua 
for keeping what you have got, accompanied by 
a total want of Invention, and when forced to act 
you never go for enough. Again, they are adven- 
turous beyond their judgment, and in danger they 
are sanguine; your wont is to attempt less than is 
justified by your power, to mistrust even what is 
sanctioned by your judgment, and to fancy that 
from danger there is no release. Further, there is 
promptitude on their side against procrastination 
on yours; they are never at home, yon are never 
from it: for they hope by tbeir absence to extend 
their acquisitions, you fear by your advance to en- 
danger what you have left bc^d. They are swift 
to follow up a success, and slow to recoil from a 
reverse. Their bodies they spend ungrudgingly in 
their country’s cause; tbeir intellect they jealously 
husband to be employed in her service. A echeme 
unexecuted is with them a positive loss, a snceess- 
fui enterprise a comparative failure. The defi- 
ciency created by^he miscarriage of an undertak- 
ing is soon filled up by fresh hopes; for they alone 
are enabled to call a thing hop^ for a thing got, 
by the speed with which they aet upon their reso- 
lutions, Thus they toil on In trouble and danger 
all the days of their life, with little opportunity 
for enjoying, being ever engaged in getting: their 
only idea of a holiday is to do what the oeeasion 
demands, and to them laborious occupation is lees 
of a misfortune than the peace of a quiet life. To 
describe their character in word, one might truly 
say that they were born into the world to take no 
rest themselves and to give none to others. 

The ethics of Ariatotie represents happiness 
as the goal of human effort, and work as abso- 
lutely indispensable to happiness. Ho single 
quotation would give an adequate idea of tha 
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insistenoT^ vitfa wbieh the importance of activ* 
ity ie emphaaiaed. Even where amusement is 
recognized as sometimes worth while^ and rest 
as sometimes necessary they are countenanced 
only because constant work is, in experience, 
impossible. 

Best, therefore, is not an end, beoanse it is 
adopted with a view to working afterwards. 

Happiness itself is repeatedly defined as “ a 
working in the way of excellence.” When 
Aristotle finds the highest happiness in intel* 
lectual contemplation, he explicitly justifies 
himself on the ground that intellectual con- 
templation is itself the exercise of the highest 
of human faculties, of that of the mind. Aris- 
totle hardly pauses upon this point, before he 
goes forward to point out that the thoroughly 
wise man must proceed, if he would achieve all 
the happiness within his reach by making his 
wisdom effective, to do exactly what Pro- 
fessor Harrison is urging, to interest himself 
in public affairs, and thus find for his wisdom 
the greatest possible usefulness. The politics 
and ethics of Aristotle are tied together by this 
dependence of the highest happiness of the 
truly wise man upon public activity. 

With the Greek historian and the Greek 
moulder of the world's thought on record as 
they are, it would be superfluous to quote, as 
might be done, from many other Greeks; and 
Greek histoiy is too generally familiar to make 
it worth "while to refer to the wealth of Greek 
achievement. As the histories of the two peo- 
ple are usually read, Hebrew culture and his- 
tory were, in comparison with the Greek, noth- 
ing but an almost unbroken oriental slumber. 
The single great Hebrew achievement was the 
enunciation of faith. 

Greek ideals are constantly urged, and Greek 
examples constantly held before us. If we 
were to let ourselves imagine that the accept- 
ance of these ideals and these etampl^ involve 
any kind of inactivity, it would be a calamity. 
The trend of human views and human ideals 
has for a long time been away from ^e 
Hebrew, and toward the Hellenic. It is not 
H^raiem which is just now exuberant” 
There i« rather too little willingness in the 
worid io-day to trust any light, if its source 


lies beyond our reach. But it is a most im- 
perfect form of Hellenism which is “exub- 
erant.” Cheek activity was intellectual enough 
to keep its aims, even the most ultimate, 
fairly well in view. A very large part of mod- 
em activity is so blind to any aims, except 
the most immediate, that it hae no means of 
testing the validity and worthiness of even 
such aims as are within its vision. Greek 
thought kept happiness in view as the goal of 
effort, and examined this goal with such cars 
that Greek opinion concerning it is very gen- 
erally held to-day by those who are familiar 
with Greek opinion. Modem thought has 
added amazingly little to Greek views. 

Knowledge has been making amazing strides. 
But aside from medicine, modem knowledge 
contributes infinitely less than it should to the 
attainment of the ultimate goal. I do not 
know that the world was happier at any past 
time than it is now, but am very sure that 
there is very far from being the happiness now 
that there ought to he. The advance in 
knowledge during the past half century has not 
been accompanied by any corresponding devel- 
opment of happiness. Indeed, we do need to 
exert ourselves to make our knowledge worth 
while. We should study to understand what 
happiness is, and how we can make our activ- 
ities effective in achieving it. When we do 
this, each in such measure as he can, we shall 
act according to the best Hellenic ideals, 
ideals not merely held by the Greeks, but ex- 
pressed by them more perfectly, I bdieve, than 
has ever been done since, 

E. B, OoPELANO 

College op Agbicultubx, 

Lob BaAos, P. 1. 

UKiVEEsrrrHis and itnprbpabedness 

The majority of persons are so absorbed in 
the events of the European war that little at- 
tention is paid to the consideration of methods 
by which this nation could coordinate and use 
its intellectual resources to the best advantage 
in making some positive contribution towards 
the rehabilitation of civilization. We should 
expect the universities to be keenly alive to 
the necessity for supplying the leaders of 
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thought essential in preparing the way for a 
new era^ but these institutions ore seriously 
hampered by a narrow prorinoialism and aste 
generally quite willing to sacrifice national 
interests to the interests of their own alumnL 
The following letter has been written in the 
hope that those who read it may be induced to 
express their views upon the methods arailable 
for curing our universities of that infirmity of 
spirit which is a symptom of the national 
malady of general unpreparedneH for either 
war or peace. 

Peinckton, N. J., October 1, 1916. 

bear Sir: The present crisis in civilisation has 
brought this country face to face with many new 
and grave responsibilities. We have suddenly 
awakened to an increased sense of appreciation 
of the need of adequate protection against In- 
vaiionj of greater facilities for insuring the scien- 
tific development and extension of industry and 
commercSi of promoting research and scholarship, 
and of eventually developing a culture which will 
contain dynamic power sufficient to hasten the 
spread of the spirit of malice towards none and 
charity for aU. 

The people of the United States are now vaguely 
eonddering the possibility of making a eontrlbu* 
tion of permanent value to the cause of civilissr 
tion, but substafitiai progress in this direction 
can only bo gained under other standards of lead- 
ership, and by the dissemixuition of higher ideals 
than those hitherto exhibited by oldSr civilisa- 
tions. The task is an enormous one. Advance 
towards a newer civilisation will tax human intelli- 
gence to the uttermost. 

What active preparation are our universities 
making to assume their share in this great move- 
ment t 

An extraordinary opportunity exists---one rich 
in possibilities, not only for coordinating but for 
strengthening the intellectual forces of the nation. 
World-problems must be solved in a world-spirit. 
Is not this the moment to break away from the 
narrow provincialism which interferes with the 
active participation of our nniveraities in the gen- 
eral advaneef 

This provincialism is manifested in the form of 
administration of university affairs which allows 
the imposition of ideals entertained by those 
alumni who appraise the value of their alma mater 
in terms of sentimental attachments without con- 
sidering the relation of the institution to the na- 
tion and to the intellectual life of the people. 


For some years 1 have been trying to analyse 
ooaditions w^oh seem to handicap the universities 
seriously in their effort to stimulate and direct 
the thought of the nation. In this eonneetion 1 
should consider it a favor if you would reply to 
the. following questions : 

1. Can you suggest a method by which a freer 
interchange of opinion and criticism between uni- 
versities might be effected f 

2. How can we combat the obsessions and over- 
valued ideas that are the common accompani- 
ments of emotional reactions associated with ath- 
letic contests and which make it extremely diffi- 
cult to substitute the national for the provincial 
ideal in university administration f 

3. Bo you believe that a broader and more in- 
teUigent spirit would be introduced into the ad- 
ministration of affairs if the principle was car- 
ried into practise of adding faculty representa- 
tives, including those from other universitieB, to 
each board of trustees or overseerst 

4. Have you any suggestion to offer in regard to 
the changes in the present form of organisation so 
that the administration of the finances and the 
formulation of the educational policy should not 
be under the control of a single board of trustees t 

Thanking you for the courtesy of a reply, I am, 
Respectfully, 

STEWAkT Paton 

Pkinciton, N. J. 


BCimriFIC BOOKS 

The Mniatian Factor in Svolution with Partic- 
ular Befercnee to (Enothera, By B. 'Rvoqimb 
Gates, PhD,, F.L.S. London, 1916. Mac- 
millan and Oo. Pp. xiv + 358. Price $d,S5. 
Dr. Oates has been a prolific contributor to 
the already very extensive literature on cano- 
theras, and this book will be a welcome sum- 
mery of bis views as expressed and modified 
through a long series of papers, 

Following the “ Introduction ” is a chapter, 
accompanied by a map, on the Character and 
Distribution of the CEnotheras/’ in which 
structural features and life habits are described 
and a list of twenty-eight species given with 
synonymy and accounts of their distribution* 
The fact that twelve species are appended to 
this list without discussion indicates how rapid 
is the progress being made, ohiefiy tiiroUgh ihe 
studies of Bartlett, to oUr knor^ledj|e of ^ 
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CEMth 0 ra taxonomy and how oiromnsoribed 
IB OUT present homon. Erery years adds some 
new species which have been tested in the ex- 
perimental garden, the only safe way of deter- 
mining for most of the (enotheras their true 
characters and justifying the publication of 
species. With these conditions in the group 
some years must elapse before we shall be in a 
position to take a general survey of the field. 

A chapter on The Cultural History of 
Q*2nothera ’’ presents an interesting account of 
the pre-Linnsean references to csnotheras with 
a number of figures reproduced from old works. 
This account leads up to a discussion of the 
origin and status of (Enotkera Lamarchianat 
a matter of fundamental significance in any 
consideration of the value of this plant as 
representative of a mutating species. Oates 
accepts without qualifications the opinion of 
De Vries that Lamarckiana was collected in 
America by Andr6 Micbaux about the end of 
the eighteenth century. The evidence for this 
view rests on a specimen in the Museum 
d’Histoire NatureUe at Paris. The photo- 
graph of this plant published by De Vries and 
only figured in part by Gates shows a plant 
with narrow-lanceolate leaves strongly petioled, 
narrow bracts, and very long sepal tips. That 
this plant could have been related to Lamarck- 
tana with its ovate-lanceolate leaves almost 
sessile, broader bracts, and shorter sepal tips 
seems to me scarcely possible, and I venture to 
believe that neither Bartlett nor Shull, both 
(Enothera specialists, will follow De Vries in 
this identification. 

Accepting this identification of De Vries, 
Gates finds no difiSculty in believing that 
Lamarehiana, as a native American species, 
established itself on the Lancashire coast of 
England previous to 1800, and that the figure 
of Sowerby, 1806, is of this plant in spite of 
the fact tiiat the flower as drawn are not so 
large as those of Lamarehicata, the position of 
the stigma not so high, and that no mention is 
made in the description of the very conspicu- 
ous red papiOie upon the stem. An alternative 
posaibUity that the plant of Sowerby was a form 
iriated to hiannit finds no favor with Gates, 
The chapter condudes with eocounts cf a 


number of races of Lamarehio/na now in culti- 
vation or otherwise recognised. Gates aocepte 
with De Vries the suggestion that the source 
of the Lamarckiana introduced into cultivation 
by Carter and Company about 1860 may have 
been not Texas, as they state, but England. 

Chapters IV. and V. give descriptions of the 
“mutation phenomena’’ in Lamarehiana and 
other species and include observations of his 
own as well as those of De Vries and other 
authors. There is also described in these 
chapters the results of many breeding experi- 
ments involving the “mutants” as parents. 
These chapters should be read with the follow- 
ing points in mind as reservations of prime im- 
portance for judgment on the deduotionsb 
Eecent work has shown that the germination 
of very many seeds of oenotheras is usually 
delayed far beyond the time generally allowed 
by the preservation of seed pans. Although 
the facts of delayed germination and seed 
sterility have been recognized, few investigators 
have taken the trouble to make counts of the 
seeds sown and until recently none have ob- 
tained complete germination as established by 
experimental methods properly checked tiirough 
the examination of the residue of sterile seed- 
like structures. Consequently we can not feel 
confident that the records of any cultures of 
(Enothera so far reported are complete for 
their possible progeny. The percentages cal- 
culated for “ mutants ” and the ratios of clasaea 
in breeding experiments can not be accepted 
as final in exact genetical work. We are not 
in a poeitiem even to guess what may be the 
changes of front when exact data become 
available. 

In Chapter VI., on the Cytological Basis of 
the Mutation Phenomena/’ will be found an 
account of Gates’s own contributions in cytology 
which have been noteworthy. A good descrip- 
tion of the reduction divisions in the pollen 
mother-cells paves the way for the discussion of 
irregularities in the distribution of chromo- 
somes whereby gametio nuclei may be formed 
with more or with fewer chromosomes than 7, 
the normal number, Erom such gametes, fer- 
tile syfitotes are occasionally formed that give 
rise to esnotheras with high counts of chromo- 
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flOmeg of which the l(da and semiAaia types 
with 15, the semv-gigoE with 21 and the gigoM 
with 28 chromofiomes, respectively, are the best 
known. Gates gives a clear account of hia 
important studies on lata and comprehensive 
discussions of triploidy and tetraploidy, the 
latter with a long list of genera with species in 
which the chromosome number has been 
doubled. It is not likely that there will be 
disagreement with Oates’s chief conclusion 
that the characters of these plants are corre* 
lated to some extent with the peculiarities of 
their chromosome counts, whidi are above the 
normal 14, and that some of the variants from 
Lamarchiana and other species, called ^^muta- 
tions ” are due to irregularities in the distribu^ 
tion of their chromosomes. 

However, certain features of the chromosome 
behavior at the time of reduction in the species 
studied by Gates are not discussed from all 
points of view^ Gates emphasises the fact that 
in the esnotheras studied by him the pairing 
of the ohrennosomes previous to the reduction 
division is very loose, so that mechanical ar- 
rangements favor the irregularities of distribu- 
tion which actually occur. In these observa- 
tions other students of (EnothEra cytology 
agree for Lamarckiana and some of its mu- 
tants ^ and for certain other forms. But Gates 
assumes that this peculiarity, t. e„ a loose pair- 
ing of ohromoBomes, is a condition prevalent 
among ennotheras in general, including those 
which he believes to be pure species, and that 
the forms of this genus depart from the rulCf 
supported by an overwhelming mass of evi- 
dence, that in pure species there is a very exact 
pairing of chromosomes previous to the reduc- 
tion divisions. Studies among such animals 
and plants as have a series of ohromosomea of 
difPerent sizes and forms have shown a most 
remaricable association of these in strictly 
homologous pairs, and the presumption is justi- 
fied that a pairing of homologous chromosomes 
at the time of reduction is the rule in pure 
speexes. 

One (Smthsm is known, namely, a line of 
grandifiora, in which the chromosomes follow- 
ing synapsis become associated very definitely 
into riiig-8h^>ed pairs which are assembled in 


a vary orderly mazmer at the equatorial plate 
of the reduction division and are subsequently 
distributed in equal numbers by the separation 
of the members of each pair. This is a history 
entirely in accord with that generally reported 
for animals and plants and the conditions allow 
of little or no opportunity for irregularities of 
^romosome distribution. Now it also happens 
that the seeds of this line as recently tested are 
almost wholly fertile and that there is scarcely 
more than a trace of pollen sterility. In short, 
this line with respect to its fertility and to the 
regularity of its reduction process presents the 
behavior to be expected of a pure species. 
Since one line of (Enoihera is regular in its 
behavior, there are probably other lines equally 
so, and these may prove to be the species purest 
of all the Oenotheras in their genetioal consti- 
tutions. They have not yet been studied either 
cytologioally or through breeding experiments. 
On the other hand, Lamarchiana and certain of 
its derivatives, ^es of very low seed and pollen 
fertility, irregular in their reduction divisions, 
and extraordinary in their breeding habits, 
have been given much attention and assumed 
by ibe mutationists to be representative of pure 
species. In the face of these exceptional pecul- 
iarities the natural assumption until other- 
wise disproved should be that Lamarchiana 
and these derivatives are not pure species and 
that the irregularities of their cytological and 
breeding habits are the result of a hybrid con- 
stitution. This is a phase of tlw matter whidt 
Gates does not consider. 

A long chapter on “Hybridization” and 
one tm the “Belation between Hybridmation 
and Mutation” discoss the nature of muta- 
tion oroBsea, Mendelian splitting, blending and 
modification of characters, twin hybrids, double 
reciprocal crosses, etc. There is summarised 
here the most important of Gates’s breeding 
studies, including those between grandiflara 
and ruhrkalgx. 6o far as iAib statements of 
ratios and percentages are conoemed, the criti- 
cism of course applies here as to all past 
CEnothera work that we have no aseurande of 
complete results since there is no means of 
knomng what propoortion of the seeds sown 
was fertile or how imperfect faptamniaidm 
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omy liare been tbe cultures due to incomplete 
geminetion. One can not feel confident that 
the reaulte were more thiui glimpses of the 
genetioal possibiUties and under these condi- 
tions speculation loses its point We are not 
likely to be in a position to discuss satisfac- 
torily the problems of (Enothera genetics until 
new series of experiments are undertaken with 
methods whereby the germination of seeds is 
forced to a finish. 

Gates makes an attack on the extreme views 
of certain Mendelian writers who have held 
so strongly to a principle of the conservation 
or fixity of factors that they do not allow of 
their modification even through crossing. It 
may be doubted whether this group of Men- 
delians is really a large one, but so far as they 
do exist the criticisms of Gates are likely to 
have the sympathy of his readers. It is, how- 
ever, one thing to rocogniae the complexity 
and possible instability of protoplasm as to 
its stereochemistry and quite another to hold 
that stereochemical changes within a pure spe- 
cies can produce such great modifications of 
morphological structure as the mutationista 
would have us believe. And the oenotheras are 
so strongly under suspicion of genetic com- 
plexity through hybridism that we have a right 
to exi>ect that evidence for mutation from this 
group will be most critically sifted and only 
employed where it is found in material of 
proven purity. 

One may be Mendelian, firmly believing In 
the principle of segregation following an F, 
generation which is the principal tenet of Men- 
deliem, and still admit the probability of modi- 
fications from time to time of the stereochem- 
iktry of germ plasm even in so-called ‘*pure 
Hnes.^^ That such changes may result in spon- 
taneous modifications of atructur© seems rea- 
aonable on philosophical grounds and such 
teodifications would constitute mutations since 
they are discontinuous. But it remains to be 
proven that, such modifications affect changes 
in morphology to the degree claimed by the 
mutatidnists, although it may well be possible 
that numerous small mutations would in time 
bmtn a oumulatxve effect readily leoogniaed. 
Tims adrazicaa in evolution may oome about 


through numerous small steps, as held by 
Darwin, and some of these may be mutations, 
but it seems probable, os so strongly argued by 
Weismann, Lotay and others, that the chief 
causes of variation in higher animals and 
plants and the most important directions of 
evolution are determined through the mixing 
of diverse germ plasms with their complex 
interactions. Modifications of germ plasm 
through crossing, and mutations due to ex- 
ternal chemical and physical factors, would be 
expected at times to work simultaneously, and 
in such cases it may become a difiScult matter 
to distinguish their separate effects. Muta- 
tions even though small in degree would, how- 
ever, if sufficiently numerous, work in time 
profound modifications of structure, and on 
this common ground the mutationista and the 
followers of Darwin seem to have the strongest 
hopes of reaching an agreement. 

The final chapters, A General Theory of 
Mutations and “ The Evolutionary Signif- 
icance of Mutations,” continue and elaborate 
the discussion which runs through the previous 
pages and thus largely summarize or expand 
the author’s views. A bibliography of about 
600 titles, of which 42 are by Gates, completes 
the work. 

BftADLEY M. Davis 

A Text-hook of Zoology for VniversiUee, Col- 
leges and Normal Schools, By Thomas 
WaIvTon GaIvLoway, Ph.D., Litt.D., Pro- 
fessor of Biology in th© James Millikin Uni- 
versity. Third edition, revised. P. Blakis- 
ton’s Son & Company, Philadelphia. 

It fell to the lot of the present writer to 
undertake a review of the first edition of this 
book^ which wos published in 1906. In paper, 
typography, binding, etc., the book is well made 
and attractive to look upon, a very deserved 
compliment to the publishers, who seldom 
allow anything inferior in the way of book- 
making to emanate from the house. 

Intrinsically there is little change over the 
first editioQ, aside from the addition of some 
four chapters comprising alwut sixty-five pages 
more than the former book. The same plan 
iScnwci;, Voi 3tKlv., p. 719. 



652 


SCIENCE 


[K. a VoL. xm. Ma ION 


of treatment which characterized the former 
has been continued. A slight change in the 
title, the former having been A Text-book for 
Secondary Schools, Normal Schools and Col- 
leges/^ may possibly reflect somewhat of the 
well-meant criticism of the reviewer, possibly 
some slight change of attitude on the part of 
the author, touching the attempt to comprise 
so large a scope of utility for a single hock. 
The principal feature of the new edition call- 
ing for mention is that comprising the added 
chapters already referred to. These the author 
designates a “ third part, a group of synthetic 
chapters (XXVI.-XXIX.) to induce the stu- 
dent to gather up the details of his course by 
a new reorganization of the materials.” The 
captions of the chapters will indicate their 
scope. Chapter XXVI., "The Doctrines of 
Evolution and Related Ideas,” among which 
are heredity and Mendelism. Chapter XXVII., 
a very interesting one, is devoted to " Economic 
Zoology,” including such features as " Animals 
as a Food Supply, Animals as a Source of 
Clothing for Man, Animals in Science and 
Medicine,” etc. Chapter XXVIll., “ Develop- 
ment of Zoology,” is a brief summary of the 
history of zoology, including the " Creek and 
Roman Periods, the Middle Agee, Modem Pe- 
riod and Its Specializations,” and ending with 
sections of the "Philosophy of Biology, and 
Applications of Biology.” 

It is a matter of regi^t that some of the 
errors pointed out in the previous edition have 
been allowed to go uncorrected. For example, 
the obvious error in the description of expanded 
and contracted conditions of yoriiedta in Fig. 
70 (68 of the first edition). Perhaps the error 
was so obvious as to be regarded beyond the 
necessity of correction, assuming that every 
one concerned would make it for himselfl 
Again, the pleasing bit of biological fiction in- 
volved in the symbiotic relations of certain 
hydroids and the hermit crab, that " the polyps 
cover up the shell occupied by the crab, thus 
concealing it from its enemies and its prey,” 
the unwarranted assumption of which was 
shown in the former review, remains in spite 
of reviewer, or well-known facts to the con- 
trary. In this oonneotion may also be pointed 


out that the illuetrations of hydroid ontogeny 
shown in Fig. 84 are likewise of extremdy 
doubtful validity, as are also other features in 
oonneotion with the treatment of the ooelenter^ 
ates.^ 

In conclusion the reviewer would incline to 
question the assumption of the author (Pref- 
ace, p. v) " that the right text-boOk of zoology, 
as of every other subject, is primarily a matter 
of psychology.” It would be futile to disousi 
this proposition in this connection, but it 
seems fairly evident that there may be intrinsio 
and inherent principles which determine, quite 
as much as any psychological quirks, the 
method and content of a zoological text-book. 

0. W. H. 


PR0CEEDIN08 OE THE NATIONAL 
ACAVEMT OF SCIENCES 

The tenth number of Volume 1 of the 
Proceedings of the National Acadatny of fifci- 
ences contains the following articles: 

1. The Octopus Motive in Ancient Chirig^um 
Art: Oeoroe Ghant MaoCubdy, Peabody 
Museum, Tale University. 

After discussing general features of animal 
motives in Chiriquian art, the octopus motive, 
which appears hitherto not to have been iden- 
tified, is traced through a number of varying 
forms in vases, of which six are figured in 
cuts. 

2. The Life Cycle of Trypanosoma hrucei in 
the Rat and in Rat Plasma: Rh. EitDMAnir, 
Osborn Zoological Laboratory, Tale Uni- 
versity. 

The method employed affords the mauna of 
following, outside the body of the host, the 
sequence of changes in the life of trypano- 
somes, and its use has shown dimorphic foms^ 
latent or round, and crithidia-like forms in 
Trypanosoma brueoi outside of the host 
8. The Effect of Pressure on Polymorphic 
TransiHons: P. W. BamauAN, Jefferson 
Physicsl Laboratory, Harvard Universily. 
This note presents# in a compaot form by 
means of diagrams, many of the essential faets 
oonoeming the effect of high hydrostoUe pirss^ 
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on the polymorphic transitions of 80 
Sttbetances. 

4. On iBoihermally Conjugate NbU of Spoco 
Curves; Gabriel M. Green, Department of 
Hathematica, Harvard University. 

A necessary and sufficient condition that a 
conjugate net of curves on a surface be iso* 
thermally conjugate is that at each point of 
the surface the pair of axis tangents, the pair 
of associate conjugate tangents, and the pair 
of anti-ray tangents be pairs of the same 
hivolution. 

6, The Role of the Liver in Acute Poly- 
cptkaemia: The Mechanism Controlling the 
Red Corpuscle Content of the Blood: Paul 
D. Lamson, Pharmacological Laboratory, 
Johns Hopkins University. 

There is in the body a mechanism for regu- 
lating the red corpuscle content of the blood; 
this mechanism is under nervous control, re- 
sponding to nervous, chemical and emotional 
stimuli ; the adrenal glands play a part in this 
mechanism, and the liver is the seat of the 
obaxiges which increase the number of red cells, 
partly by a reduction in plasma volume, and 
partly by bringing cells into the circulation 
which are not normally present. 

4. The Potentials at the Junctions of Salt 
Solutions: Duncan A. MaoInnes, Labora- 
tory of Physical Chemistry, University of 
Illinois. 

The author calls attention to the fact that 
the liquid junction potential Ej^ of a concen- 
tratioh-cell of the type Ag + AgOl, KC1((7,), 
KOI (U,), AgCl + Ag can be derived from 
measurements of its electromotive force E and 
of the cation-transference number with the 
aid of the equation Ej^/B^i2no — l)/2fic- 
^is equation involves only the assumption 
that the work attending the transfer from one 
concentration to the other of one equivalent 
of ion is the same for the cation as for the 
anion. The author substantiates this assump- 
laon by showing that this equation, when 
applied to the electromotive force data of Jahn, 
leads to nearly the same values of K — 
(which should equal the difference in the tiro 
eleotrode^potenti^s) whether the electrolyte be 
KOI, Na<31 or HOI. 


7. A Statistical Study of the Yiswd Dovhh 
Stars in the Northern Sky: Hobskt G. 
Aitken, Lick Observatory, University of 
California. 

At least one in every 18, on the average, of 
the stars as bright as 9.0 magnitude in the 
northern half of the sky is a double star visible 
with the SO-inch telescope. Close visual double 
stars are relatively more numerous in the 
Milky Way than elsewhere in the sky, and 
visual double stars as a rule revolve in rela- 
tively small orbits. Close visual double stars 
are rare among stars of either very early or 
very late spectral class. 

8. Walnut Mutant Investigations: Ernest B. 
Babcock, Division of Genetics, Department 
of Agriculture, University of California. 
The mutation takes place in female flowers 

only and appears in the first generation after 
the mutation occurs but on crossing with tbe 
species type it is completely recessive in the Fj 
generation and the nature of the mutation is 
such that only certain genetic factors are 
affected without having the chromosome num- 
ber disturbed. 

9. Hereditary Fragility of Bone ; C. B. Daven- 
port AND H. S. CoNARD, Camegie Institu- 
tion of Washington and Grinnell College, 
Iowa. 

Of a parent who early in life was affeotod 
with brittle bones at least half the children will 
be similarly affected, but if neither parent, 
though of affected stock, has shown the tend- 
ency, then expectation is that none of the chil- 
dren will have brittle bones. 

E. B. Wilson 
SPECIAL ARTICLES 

ON THE OOCURRENOB IN THE SOUTHERN HEMIS- 
PHERE OF THE BASKINQ OK BONE SHARK, 
CETORHINUS MAXIMUS 

Since it does not seem generally to be known 
that this giant elasmobranch is found in 
southern waters, it may be of interest briefly 
to give the following data which have been 
noted from time to time in the course of other 
ichthyological studies. 

The old writers thought that this great beast 
was confined to the far north Atlantic and to 
the Arctic Ocean. Of these, Friedrich Faber 
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may quoted. In his Natural History of the 
Fishes of Iceland he says: 

This fiant among sharks [and he quotes Gun- 
ner that it grows to a length of 36 fathoms 
(Klaftern), but adds for himself that its ordinary 
length runs from 20-24 feet] is found only in 
northern seas and, moreover^ is here not abundant.^ 

Goode and Bean in their monograph, 
'‘Ocean Ichthyology”* (1896) write: 

It is unknown elsewhere than in the north At- 
lantic, and south of the Grand Banks on the west, 
and iScotland on the east may be regarded as an 
estray. ' ’ 

Jordan and Evermann (1896)* give H a more 
extended habitat since it is "found in Arctic 
waters, straying south to Portugal, Virginia 
and California.” And later Jordan (1905)* in 
his " Guide to the Study of Fishes ” notes that 
it occurs “on all northern coasts (and is) 
most frequently taken in the North Sea and 
about Monterey Bay, California.” However, 
Bridge (1904)* in the Cambridge Natural His« 
tory writes: 

Although generally described as a northern 
form, Cetorhinw is known to occur in Australian 
waters. 

As might be expected from the well-known 
activity in ichthyolc^cal matters of the Aus- 
tralians, our southern references are mainly 
confined to the waters surrounding that conti- 
nent. 

Its occurrence in the antipodes was, so far as 
the present writer knows, first made known by 
Sir Frederick McCoy® in 1886. He figures and 
describes a large specimen taken at Portland 

1 Faber, Friedrich, “Naturgeachichte der Fische 
Islands/’ p. 20. Frankfurt am Main, 1829. 

4 Goode, George Brown, and Tarleton H. Bean, 
‘'Ocean Ichthyology,” p. 22. Washington, 1895. 

B Jordan, David Starr, and Barton W. Evermann, 
' ' The Fishes of North and Middle America, * * Vol. 
I., p. 51. Washington, 1896. 

♦ Jordan, David Starr, ”A Guide to the Study 
of Fishes/' Vol. L, p. 640. New York, 1906, 

* Bridge, T. "Fishes” in the Cambridge 
Natural History, Vol. VII,, p. 463. London, 3904. 

® McCoy, Frederick, "Natural History of Vic- 
toria. Frodromus of the Zoology of Victoria,” 
Decade XI., pp, 11-16, Plate 104, 1885. 


on the west coast of Victoria in Novembs#^ 
1888. It was 80 feet 6 inches long and 90 foot 
in girth. He gives a very careful and minuta 
description and very detailed measurements* 
the first and with one exception the only ones 
known to the present writer, 

William Macleay/ whose paper was appall 
ontly published in the same year as McOogr^ 
but slightly later, merely lists the basking 
shark in Australian waters on the authority of 
the latter, and gives no new data. 

We next hear of Cetorhinus in 1901, when 
two specimens were taken at Eden, New South 
Wales, and were recorded by Mr. E. R, Waita 
in the following year.® Of the first specimen 
only a piece of “ baleen ” or gill-rakers reached 
Mr. Waite, but this was sufficient for its iden- 
tification. However, in August, 1901, a young 
male 10} feet long was taken at the same place 
and sent to the Australian Museum, Sydney. 

A more extended account of the occurrence 
of this great shark in these southern waters ia 
from the pen of Mr, J. A, Kershaw* of the 
National Museum at Melbourne, Australia. 
His specimen, which was a young male 12 
feet and 11 inches long, was taken in Hob- 
son’s Bay near Williamstown, Victoria, in 
May, 1903. Mr. Kershaw gives a series of 
very full and carefully made measurements, 
the only one except McCoy’s that seem ever 
to have been recorded. Its length lacked but 
one inch of 13 feet and its girth in front of 
the first dorsal was 3 feet 7 inches. Of Ker- 
shaw’s careful description the most noteworthy 
point refers to the snout, which will be dis- 
cussed later. 

Stevenson (1904)^* says that the baakii^ 

T Macleay, WilUam, ' ' Supplement to Descriptive 
Catalogue of the Pishes of Australia/* Proceed* 
inge Linnwan Society of New South Wales, Vol, 
IX, pp. 62-63. 

e Waite, £. E., "New Becords or Beourronces of 
Bare Fishes from Eastern Australia/* Boeorda 
Australian Museum, Vpl. IV., p. 268, 1902. 

©Kershaw, James A., "Notes on a Bare Victo- 
rian Shark/* The Victorian Naturalist, Vol. XIX., 
p. 62, 3903. 

ioBtevenspn, Carles H., "Aquatic Prodhoto itt 
Arts and Industries/* Beport D, E. Fish Cosuhia- 
Sion, Vol XXVin. t&t 1902, pp. 227-228, 1904. 
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dmik is found on the coasts of Australia^ 
Seoador and Peru* So abundant are they in 
the latter region that a profitable fishery is 
carried on, their livers being utilized for oil. 
Stevenson quotes a Captain Baker, of New 
Bedford, that he took 125 barrels of basking* 
shark liver oil in 2 days. Stevenson further 
says that this great shark is reported to be 
taken at Kurrachee in northwest British India. 
All the authorities are agreed, however, that 
tbb latter shark is Rhineodon t^puSy the whale 
shark. 

Last of all, Stead (1206)^^ notes that Oato* 
rhinua is found on the coasts of New South 
Wales and Victoria, but not abundantly. This 
statement is probably based on the accounts of 
McCoy, Waite and Kershaw. 

Even McCoy’s notice is, however, not the 
first on the occurrence of this great shark in 
the South Seas, for Bennett (1840)^^ in hit 
zoology of the voyage of the whaleship Tuacwn, 
tells us that : 

While cruising in the south Pacific, we occasion' 
ally observed large animals which bore a great re- 
aemblance to whales (excepting that their tail-fia 
was perpendicular, and they did not spout), 
swimming near the surface of the sea. They ap- 
peared to be nearly 20 feet in length, and were 
called by the whalers bone-sharks, a name which 
Implies little more than the very vague idea enter- 
tained of their true character. They are said to 
have whalebone in the mouth, yet do not spout; 
but partake of the nature of a shark, or other fish, 
and, like fish, can maintain a submarine existence 
for an indefinite time. They have been ocoaaion' 
ally mistaken for whales, and harpooned by inex- 
perienced whalers, when, taking away the line with 
Irresistible impetuosity, they have disappeared in 
the ocean's depths, and left their assailants to 
wateh in vain for their return to the surface. 

Since whalers religiously avoid an encounter 
with thaw troublesome creatures, it follows that 
their real form and structure are but httls known. 
If wa admit that an error exists on the subject of 
there being whalebone in its mou^, it appears 
probable that the bone-shark Is allied to, or U 
Identical with, the Baeklng-shark Jiwofi- 

•miw), a fish, menauring from 15 to 80 feet in 

«J9tead, David 0., ** Pishes of Australia,'’ pp. 
|48, 286, m, 261. «iydney, 1906. 

IS Bennett, P. D<, Narrative of a Whaling Voy- 
age Bound Olol^, from the Year 1688 to 1686,'* 
Vol. n., Dondon, 1840. 


length, and which was formerly regarded as a spe- 
cies of whale. 

Before bringing this note to a close, I wish 
to call attention to one other matter of impor- 
tance. None of the observers save Kershaw 
correctly gives the shape of the snout. Qiln- 
ther (1880) indeed says 

. . . young q;)ecimens have a much longer and more 
pointed snout than adults. . . . 

And McOoy notes that it has a 

fusiform head very small, abruptly narrowed to a 
short snout, with a slightly concave profile rising 
from a little behind the eye . . 

all of which structures are shown hi his figure, 
the snout appearing as a very weak and ineffec- 
tive structure. 

Goode and Bean (1895) merely say "snout 
blunt/’ and their figure, which ie copied from 
Annales du Mus^e d’Hist Nat. Paris, VoL 
XVm., pi, 6; and from Fish. Ind., pi. 249, 
upper figure, and which in turn has been widely 
copied (and is the only one save McCoy's 
known to the present writer), so shows it. 
Jordan and Evermann (1896), for example, 
simply copy Goode and Bean’s text and figure. 
So ' practically does Bridge (X904). While 
Jordan (1905) calk it elephant shark but aa- 
signs no reason for the name. 

Kershaw (1903) specifically notes that 

... the ft-out of the head is coneiderahly ex- 
tended, and forms a thick, fleshy, truncated snout, 
with the extremity produced into a curved fleshy 
hook, which altogether gives the fish a most ex- 
traordinary appearance. 

This peculiarity, according to some earlier ob- 
servers, occurs only in the young specimens, and 
has led to the erroneous oplnionis that several dif- 
ferent genera and species of baisking sharks ex- 
isted, an opinion which can hardly be wondered at 
eonsidering the grehtly different appearance this 
gives to ^ fish. 

This i^imeu was a young one, only 12 
feet 11 incites long; however, a year previous a 
fisherman had reported to Kershaw the capture 
in Melbourne Harbor of a large shark having 
“ a long thick snout terminating in a hook.” 

' u ^ttnther, A. 0. L., * * Introduction to the Study 
of Fishes," p. 828, Edinburgh, 1880. 
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The preaent writer has recently had an op- 
portunity to examine in a traveling muaeum a 
mounted 36~foot specimen of Ceiorhinus max- 
imu8 taken in Monterey Bay, Oalifomia. Thia 
had a thick and stout but very marked snout, 
bluntly conical in shape, which projected at 
least 16 inches in front of the upper jaw and 
from 18-20 inches over the lower jaw. It is 
interesting that such a marked structure should 
have so long escaped notice, but on the other 
hand opportunities to examine this giant shark 
come very rarely to properly trained natural- 
ists. However, it seems from the above data 
that Jordan’s name, elephant shark, is by no 
means a misnomer. E. W. Gunosa 

Stats Normal Collsos, 

OasENSBoao, N. C. 

LABEUNO OHSMIOAL SPE01MEN8 

Probably every teacher of chemistry makes 
some use of samples of chemical elements and 
compounds in his lectures. In some cases, the 
set of specimens may have been purchased 
complete, in uniform style containers, with 
systematic and uniform labeling. Quite often, 
however, the additions to a chemical muaeum 
are made gradually, and as a result the col- 
lection may consist of all sorts, sizes and 
varieties of containers with an equally varied 
assortment of labels. When a set of speci- 
mens grows in this way, one can sca^ly make 
use of serial numbers alone. An expansible 
system is necessary. The writer has used such 
a system for several years, with increasing 
satisfaction. 

This labeling system has so far been used 
only for elements and inorganic compounds. 
It corresponds in principle to the usual library 
method of labeling books. A chemical catalogue 
of a leading firm was used as the source of the 
names. The list of chemicals being really 
quite comprehensive, it was possible to give a 
label number to the name of each substance 
one would ever be likely to include in a col- 
lection, writing these label numbers directly 
into the catalogue. The list of the chemical 
dements, in alphabetical order, was taken as 
the starting point. Names of elements begin- 


ning with the same letter are given serial 
numbers, as for example, magnesium is called 
M 1; manganese, M 2; mercury, M 8; molyb- 
denum, M 4 ; aluminium, A 1 ; and ammonium 
compounds are placed under A 2. Specimens 
of the elements are labeled thus: Aluminium, 
A 1.0. When several kinds of samples of an 
element are included they are labeled thus: 
Aluminium, A 1.0 sh; aluminium, A 1.0 po; 
aluminium, A 1.0 le; the letters “sh,” “po” 
and “ le ” stand respectively for “ sheet,” 
“ powder ” and “ leaf.” The method of label- 
ing compounds may be illustrated by a few 
from the sodium list : 


Sodium acetate, cryst S 6 a 

Sodium acetate, fused S 6 a 2 

Sodium acid carbonate * S 6 ca 

Sodium carbonate, dry .3 6 ea 4 

Sodium chlorate S 6 eh 

Sodium chloride S 6 chi 

Sodium cyanide S 6 oy 

Sodium iodate 8 6 io 

Sodium iodide S 6 io 2 

Sodium acid sulphate, powd S 6 su 

Sodium acid eulphate, fused S 6 su 3 

Sodium sulphate, cryst S 6 su 4 

Sodium sulphate, powd S 6 su 5 

Sodium sulphide S 6 sul 

Sodium acid sulphite 8 6 sol 8 

Sodium sulphite, cryst 8 6 sul 4 

Sodium sulphite, powd. S 6 lul 5 

Sodium Bulphocyanate S 6 sul B 

Sodium thiosulphate, cryst B 6 th 

Sodium thiosulphate, powd. & 6 th 2 


Where omissions occur, as between “ 8 6 oa ” 
and “8 6 ca 4,” it is understood that other 
compounds or different forms of the saxne 
compound are to be supplied. These are, of 
course, to be found in the complete chemical 
catalogue. 

From these examples it may be seen that 
the bottles, marked in ibis way, can always be 
kept in alphabetical order, and can scarcely 
be misplaced if the labels are read as to letters 
and numbers. Any sort of helper, who knows 
his alphabet and can count, will be able ie 
take out specimens and replace them without 
confusion. New samples can be easily inserted 
anywhere, and given a labdi which ihows ex- 
actly where it belongs. 
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No originality is, of course, claimed for this 
system of labeling, but the writer does not 
happen to know of its being used elsewhere for 
chemical specimens* Any one may easily 
demise letters and numbers to fit his present 
collection as well as future additions* Fro- 
rision may be made for alloys, commercial 
samples, and the like, wherever necessary. 

It is convenient to write the letters and 
figures in two lines, library style, as, “ S 6 ” 
is written large with the “ th 2 ” written small, 
beneath. Three figures, with the initial, will 
be the maximum number of characters in the 
first line. For the lower line, the rule is not 
to use more than three letters, while two 
figures will always be sufficient. 

The bottles used in the writer’s collection 
are one-pound and half-pound ^^salt mouth,’’ 
of uniform style, with ** mushroom” stoppers. 
These are convenient sizes, the smaller size 
being used mainly for the more costly sub- 
stances. There are two labels on each bottle. 
The larger labels are known to the trade as 
No. 1000, about four by one and five eighths 
inches. The names of the substances are 
printed on these labels with rubber type in 
capital letters a quarter of an inch high. 
These labels are placed just below the shoulder 
of the bottle. The round labels used for the 
index letters and numbers are known as “A 
88” or library labels. These are centered 
under the large label near the bottom of the 
bottle. A library assistant did the lettering of 
these labels, using India ink. The bottles are 
sealed with paraffin, and the labels coated with 
paraffin. The latter is necessary aa the bottles 
are kept on open shelves, and usually require 
wiping with a damp cloth when they are to be 
shown. The paraffin further protects the 
labels against accidental contact with acids or 
alkalies. 

This system of labeling is scarcely applica- 
ble to organic compounds, unless one does not 
wish to keep them separate from inorganic. 
The writer, for present purposes, has made a 
list of the substances studied or refen«d to, 
in order, in the organic text used (one of the 
most complete published), and each tabstance 
given a number. This does not include sub- 


stances that are impracticable to keep or pro- 
cure. The collection is so arranged that the 
substances mentioned in a given chapter are 
found together, in numerical order, the miss- 
ing numbers to be supplied in the future. An- 
other possible arrangement is by classes of 
compounds. This has been used, but is rather 
less convenient than the present arrangement. 
In the organic set, the half-pound bottle is 
the maximum size for solids^ the two-ounce 
the minimum. For liquids, there are three 
sizes, from a half -liter down. The labels are 
No. 1007 for the names, and No. 589 for the 
numbers. The bottles are paraffined as in the 
inorganic set. On account of the effect of light 
on many organic compounds, the specimens are 
kept in a dark room, where the inorganic set is 
aJso kept for convenience. 

The looks” of one’s teaching devices will 
be certain to leave lasting impressions on the 
observer. This is especially true in the chem- 
ical laboratory and lecture room. While it is 
not claimed that the above-described methods 
of labeling bottled chemical specimens are the 
best that could be devised, they have served 
the writer very well and it is hoped that the 
description may interest others. 

0. E. VaUi 

CobOEADo Agricultural College 

ebtout of tre ban fbancibco meeting 

OF SECTION F OF THE AMERICAN AB- 
SOCIATJON FOR TEE ADVANCE-^ 
MENT OF SCIENCE. 11 
Thursday, August 5 
Morning Session, Demonstrations 
In charge of Ouvx Swxzt, University of California 

Entamoeba Buocdlis, Inez F. Smith, University 
of California. 

Mitosis and Multiple Fission in the Flagellata, 
Olive Swesy, University of California. 

Mitosis in LambUa muris, Elisabeth Christian- 
sen, University of California. 

Enflagallating and Ezfiagellating Soil Ammba, 
Charlie W. Wilson, University of California. 

Flagellates of Hemiptera, Irene McCulloch, Uni- 
versity of California. 

Drawings for Monograph on Dinoflagellata, 0. 
A. Kofoid and Mrs. Rigden-Michener, University 
of Oalifoniia. 
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Dlrawinga for Monograph on Pacific Tiatin- 
aaidea, C. A. Kofoid and Mrs. Elizabeth Pnring- 
ton, University of California. 

Balantidium from the Pigj J. B. MacBonald, 
University of California. 

l>ra wings of Elasmobranchs^ J. Prank Daniels, 
University of California* 

Papers.' Proiowoology 

Ohablbs a. E^foid, University of Oalifornia, 
presiding 

Chromosomes in Protogoa: Matnahd M. Metcau*, 
Oberlin, Ohio. 

This review has endeavored to s^ow that in each 
group of the Protozoa are found elongated 
chromosomes which are linear aggregates of gran- 
ules and which q>lit longitudinally in mitosis, giv- 
ing exact equivalence of the daughter nuclei. In 
all major groups, except perhaps the Jfosti^o- 
phora, presexual and sexual phenomena, essentially 
similar to those of Metazoa are known. The Meta- 
zoan mechanism of inheritance is therefore pres- 
ent, in some representatives at least, of all the 
great Protozoan groups. It has shown also that, 
in some representatives, at least, of the JWmo- 
drome, dn^ng the vegetative phases of the life his- 
tory, the chromatin outside the caryosome, indeed 
apparently outside the caryoli, is thrown off as 
trophical chromidia. Buch evolution of complex- 
ity of organization as has occurred in the Metaeoa 
probably could hot occur until, as in the Ci^iata, a 
considerable amount of chromatin is kept intact 
throughout the whole life history, including its 
vegetative as well as its presexual and sexual 
phases. The lower Protozoa have the Metazoan 
type of mechanism of inheritance in connection 
with their sexual phases but can not utilize it for 
the development of a complex series of determin- 
ers for elaborate structural organization, for they 
do not keep this mechanism intact during their 
vegetative periods. The higher Protozoa appar- 
ently have the Metazoan type of mechanism of in- 
heritance and keep it intact through all their life 
cycle. To what extent they have utilized its pres- 
ence to develop determiners, is an Interesting ques- 
tion which does not seem beyond experimental 
study with favorable material. 

Problems on Ueimenescenoe in Protozoa (Ulus- 
trnted with lantern slides) : Lobande L. Wood- 
Burr, Yale University (read by title). 

The Evolution of the Protozoan Ntu^leus and Its 
Mziifanudlear Connections: Ohablbs Atwood 
K oroiD, University of Califonua. 


The essential and fundamental similarity of 
Protozoan and metaaoan nuelens is indicated by 
the general trend of recent cytologieal Investiga- 
tions amoag the Protozoa. The process of mitosis 
has the same sequence of phases, though the 
chronology of mitotic events and of the division 
of extranuclear structures varies from species 
species and also among individuals within the spe- 
cies. In the early propfaase in trichomonad flagel- 
lates and in Kagleria the chromatin aggregates, 
presumably chromosomes each split longitudinally, 
or the chromatin network forms a split skein or 
thread which later fuses into one, or emerges on 
the equatorial plate in chromosomes in which the 
precocious splitting has entirely disappeared. The 
chromosomes ore definite in number and are dif- 
ferentiated among themselves as to size and be- 
havior in mitosis. There are suggestions of odd 
and even nuxhhers (4, 5) there is (in Trichomonad 
flagellates in several genera and species) a small 
chromosome lagging in the metaphaze, and there 
are instaness of unequal division of chromosomes. 

The hlepharoplast contains the centrosome in 
trichomonad flagellates or is attached to it 
(Oiardia-Lamblia) » This organelle should not be 
called a kinetonueleus ; Sebaudinn’s report of its 
heteropole origin by mitosis is unsupported and 
probably invalid. It arises in enfiagellatlng 
Nczgleria (-Amceba) gruberi from the centrosome 
or centriole in the central caryosome, which sends 
out a radial fibril which enlarges at the periphery 
into a hlepharoplast at the base of the two 
flagelltt which grow out from this enlargement. 
In exflagellation the flagella withdraw and to- 
gether with the hlepharoplast retreat into the 
caryosome. The blephaioplast is highly developed 
in parasitic flagellates and is directly connected 
by a system of fibrils with nucleus, ^gella, axo- 
style and parabasal body, the whole forming an 
integrated structural unit which functions oe a 
neuromotor apparatus comparable with that of 
the eiliate Diplodiniwn. It is a specialized struc- 
ture developed to the greatest extent in connec- 
tion with parasitic life demanding unusual ex- 
penditure of energy in locomotor activity. The 
term kinetonueleus should be abandoned as mis- 
leading. The Binuclearity Hypothesis In its nu- 
clear implications has no adequate foundations, 
and the order Binucleata should be discarded. 
The parabasal body of flagellates and Triehony’ 
phida is perhaps the analogue of the macronueleui 
of the eillates and is an extranudear store of the 
ohromatm isolated to the needs of flagellar and 
ciliary aetivitiea 
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A/tenu^on Session Papers: Oeoffraphie Distribution 
Jocnea OamKKLL, Univeroity ot California, pre- 
filding 

Cati/omia as a Peetiriff Oround for Theories of 
DietHhuiional Control: Joseph Gbinncll, Uni- 
versity of California. 

Insect Transmission of Swamp Fever: J. W. ScoTT, 
University of Wyoming. 

During the summer of T9 14, the writer obtained 
experimentally a well-defined case of swamp fever, 
and the conditions of the experiment leave no 
doubt that the disease was contracted through the 
agency of certain biting insects. This disease, fre- 
quently known as ' Mnfectious ^ ' or pernicious 
anemia, is a serious and destructive blood disease 
of the horse. It has been reported from Prance, 
Germany and Japan, and is widely distributed in 
North America, from Texas to the Northwest Ter- 
ritories, and from the states of Washington and 
Nevada to the Province of Ontario, Canada. It 
has an altitudinal distribution from near sea -level 
to at least 9,000 feet. It is usually found in 
swampy regions, but has also been reported from 
rolling, wooded countries. Wherever found, it may 
become epidemic and cause the loss of a large per- 
centage of a given herd of horses. The disease 
shows a seasonal distribution, reaching a maxi- 
mum number of cases in late summer or early 
autumn. The disease itself is characteriaed by 
progressive emaciation and an intermittent rise in 
temperature; it is frequently accompanied by 
anemia, and the rises in temperature are some- 
times at quite regular intervals. The organism is 
filterable, for the disease is transmitted by the 
injection of blood serum after it has been passed 
through a Berkfeld filter. 

In France, Vallei and Carri concluded that nat- 
ural transmisson took place through drinking 
water contaminated with urine or feces from an 
infected horse. Van Es, of North Dakota, in 
1911, after a study of several years, thought this 
the most probable explanation. Swingle, how- 
ever, in Wyoming, in 1912 and 1913, showed that 
it was an extremely difficult matter to secure in- 
fection by way of the alimentary canal, his nu- 
merous experiments with urine and feces all re- 
sulting negatively. 

At this point in 1913 the writer began the 
problem. Since internal transmission was a diffi- 
cult matter, only one or two cases being known 
(Van Bb, Schlatholter), and since the contamina- 
tion of drinking water could hardly explain epidem- 
ics, it was believed that natural transmission must 
be by means of some external agent. Accordingly 


in the ^ing of 1914 a screened cage was erected 
capable of holding five horses. The cage had an 
entry way 10 feet long, each end closed by a door 
and the screen had 16 meshes to the inch. 

The first experiment in this cage was with vari- 
ous kinds of mosquitoes and resulted negatively. 
A longer and more conclusive experiment with 
mosquitoes the present summer has had a similar 
result. There was next introduced into this cage a 
considerable number of flies; these were house- 
flies, stable-flies and a few other wild flies, in- 
cluding one of the smaller species of Tabanids. 
The house-flies and stable flies thrived and in- 
creased rapidly in numbers between the first and 
the twenty-fifth of August ; the other flies soon 
died and were not observed to attack the horses. 
The stable-flies were observed to feed in large 
numbers on both infected and well horses. Ex- 
cept for two or three days infected horses were 
kept continuously in the cage from July 27 to Au- 
gust 28. Three well horses were exposed in tbe 
cage during this time. On August 28 horse No. 
22, a healthy strong animal, showed a temperature 
of 102.8. After two more fever periods this horse 
died October 5. Subinjection of his blood has 
produced typical cases, showing that he had the 
disease. The temperature of this horse had been 
normal from June 9 to August 28, and he had not 
been outside of the cage for 25 days, while 10-14 
days is the ordinary incubation period of the dis- 
ease. Under these conditions there appears to be 
no escape from the coiieluBion that insects trans- 
mitted the disease. It is believed further that the 
stable- fly was responsible for the transmission for 
the following reasons: (1) These flies were ob- 
served to attack the horses viciously. (2) Nega- 
tive results of two other experiments show that 
the mosquitoes were not responsible, even though 
a few were still in tbe cage during August. (3) 
Houseflies do not bite, and the other flies present 
in the cage did not attack the horses, so far as one 
could observe, and soon died. 

Tbe experiment, with the stable flies alone, is 
being repeated, and another experiment Involving 
some of the Tabanidflo is also in progress. 

The Big Bears of Western North America, unth 

Special Meference to their Distribution: C. Hart 

Msbriah, United States Biological Survey. 

The bears are the largest of living carnivores 
and are widely distributed, being found in both 
Americas and in Eurasia. The typical genus 
Ursue oconrs in both easteni and western hemis- 
pheres* South America is the home of Tremarotos, 
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a abort-faced bear resembling Arototherimm, of 
tbe American Pleistocene, wlule the north polar 
regions are inhabited bj the polar bear, Thai- 
arotos. The ancestry of the bears is still clouded, 
none being known below the Pliocene. 

Systematically the bears are a compact group, 
yet within the genus Uraus several subgroups may be 
recognised; the subgenus Euarciaa, containing the 
black or cinnamon bears and the subgenus Vraua, 
containing the grissly and brown bears. Of the 
latter (grizzly and brown bears) two, three and 
even four species, representing different species- 
assemblages, may be found in a single locality, as 
in tbe fossil deposits of Baticho La Brea or in 
Yellowstone National Park. The characters used 
in identification are chiefly cranial and dental. 
Skulls of males of the grizzly group are two, and 
in some cases, three times the bulk of those of 
females of the same speeiee. At present about 40 
species of grizzlies and 10 of brown bears are 
recognized, where formerly but one of each was 
known. Por example, Chlifomia once contained 
representatives of five different groups of grizzlies. 
The recognition of this large number of species 
has been made possible by tbe extensive collections 
of skulls in the United States National Museum 
and in the California Museum of Vertebrate Zool- 
ogy. 

Possfl Tertiary HolXuaca of the Boeky Mountain 

Begion: T. D. A. Cookbeell, University of Col- 
orado, Boulder, Colorado. 

Tbe recent expeditions of the American Museum 
of Natural History, primarily for the discovery of 
mammalian remains, have brought to light some 
very interesting Tertiary land end freshwater 
shells, principally in Wyoming and New Mexico. 
Prom a study of these we are led to the following 
conclusions : 

1. Certain of the most characteristic genera of 
the Eocky Mountain land shells living to-day are 
apparently very ancient inhabitants of the same 
general region, and have, perhaps, at no time ex- 
tended very much beyond it. Tbe most note- 
worthy example is Oreohelix, represented in the 
Eocene and Paleocene by large speeiee, some of 
the specimens showing the sculpture of the apical 
whorls, which agrees with that of the group 
called Badiooentrum by Pilsbry. A species of 
Eotapita from the New Mexico Paleocene is ex- 
tremely like a living species of Arizona. 

2. Aahmtnella, one of the most characteristic 
endemic genera of the southwest, is not at present 
known below the Pleistoeene. It is not possible 
to be sure, at present, whether all the peculiar 


genera of the Boeky Mountain region and sonlfa- 
west are very ancient Inhabitants of that countryj 
but it seems very likely that they will all be found, 
sooner or later, in the early tertiaries. 

3. Various dreumpolar genera of small snail% 
such as PupiHa and CochHoopOt represented in the 
modem fauna by species identical or nearly idea- 
tical with those of Europe and northern Asia, are 
apparently lacking in the Tertiary, or at any rate 
in the Eocene. They may have been overlooked, 
but it is probable that they have reached our re- 
gion in much more recent times, from Eurasia, as 
their small amount of modification, or total lack 
of it, would suggest the Eocene collections do con- 
tain small species of more characteristically 
American types as Viirea and Thyaanophora, 

4. The Paleocene and Eocene faunas included a 
series of genera entirely different from anything 
now living in the same region, but evidently re- 
lated, at least in part, to the present Central Amer- 
ican and West Indian faunas. Thus we have from 
the Eooene of Wyoming species apparently refer- 
able to Fleurodanie and Euodtodtum. It is not 
clear, at the present time, whether this Central 
American fauna originated northward, or whether 
it had its main center in the region where it now 
exists, merely extending northward during a time 
when the country now represented by Wyoming 
and Colorado was low, moist and warm. 

5. Tbe most remarkable discoveries have been 
of small shells belonging to the Bulimulidm, hav- 
ing tbe aperture or last whorl upturned, repre- 
senting at least two genera (Protohoyaia and 
Orangeretta) and four species. These, while be- 
longing to extinct genera, show evident relation- 
ship with some of the South American snails, and 
at the same time a remarkable resemblance to tbe 
Indian genus Boyaia, which is supposed to belong 
to the PopUlida, though the anatomy is unknown. 

6. Among the fresh-water shells, the Unionidm 
are the most interesting. About the end of the 
Oetaceous and beginning of the Tertiary we find 
in the Bocky Mountain region a large and varied 
series, resembling the types which now inhabit the 
Mississippi Valley. At about the same time tiiat 
the dinosaurs disappeared, these mussels also de- 
parted, leaving an impoverished Unionid fauna in 
the Eocene, whidi in its turn eventually died out 
altogether. It seems probable that this change was 
connected with earth movementa 

laolaUon aa a Factor in the Evohition of Thmk 

UmeUaaa (illustrated with speeiitteiis and lan- 
tern slides}: Tsievoe Kwoaid, Unlven^^ of 

Washington. 
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Friday, Aa^gust 0 
Morning Smion, De7nonBtraHon$ 

In charge of P. W. Wetmouth 
L iving Ova of Bat in Serum, J. A. Long, Usi- 
vereit^ of CoUfoniia. 

Papers: Marine Zoology 

F, M. McPabland, Stanford Unireraityi presiding 

The Oeowrrenoe and Possible Causes of Periodio 
Vertical Movements of Aquatic Organisms: C. 
O. pBTEBLir, Occidental College, Los Angeles, 
California. 

It is well known that many aquatic orgaaiims, 
particularly those of the plankton, are more 
abundant at or near the surface by day than by 
night. This is because they ascend from deeper 
water in the early part of the night and descend 
from the surface later. 

In order to understand the fundamental causes 
of this phenomenon it is necessary to have accu- 
rate knowledge of the field conditions under which 
collections are made, particularly of the tempera- 
ture and salinity of the water and of the light in- 
tensity as represented by the time of day at least. 
It is highly important that field observations be 
supplemented by laboratory experiment to deter- 
mine to what sorts and degrees of stimuli the or- 
ganisms respond. Furthermore, each species must 
be studied by itself. 

The explanation of the diurnal movement that 
at present is most satisfactory is the one based on 
responses to different factors in the environment, 
but our knowledge in this respect is very incom- 
plete. The mechanical explanation” which 
takes Into account mainly the changes in viscosity 
of the water does not satisfy. The suggestion 
that the alternating rise and fall is due to meta- 
bolic rhythms has received so little attention that 
its worth is not apparent 

Some Physiological Characters of Marine Animals 
fropi Different Depths: V. E. Sbelfobd, Uni- 
versity of Illinois, Urbana. 

ffield StuAy of Animal Behavior as contrasted 
ivith Laboratory Study: Ellis Iu Mioeael, 
Ecrlpps InsUiute, La Jolla, Oalifomia. 

The object of this paper is to emphasise the 
necessity of employing two essentially distinct but 
niutually helpful methods of research in any 
strictly scientific study of animal behavior. All 
bioki^ Tsadlly admit that an important func- 
tion of the vntn-known laboratory method is that 


of analysing the mechanism involved in an organ- 
ism 's roiponse. Few, however, seem to realise 
that this method is incapable of revealing how 
any particular species is related to its environ- 
mental complex. 

Yet, the minute a definite answer to such a ques- 
tion is sought, a little thought clearly shows that 
recourse must be had to some method of field ob- 
servation. For instance, could any amount of 
laboratory experimenting reveal the fact that 
Sopttta bipwiotata is more abundant ^tween IS 
and 25 fathoms than at any other depth, or that 
it increases In abundance as the distance from the 
coast decreasest 

In order to demonstrate the indi^nsability of a 
field method three aspects of the behavior of 5. 
hipimctata are illustrated in some detail. First, 
the variation in abundance at all depths at differ- 
ent times of day is considered, showing how the 
species migrates vertically. Second, the fact that 
it aceumulates in all depths in greatest numbers 
when the temperature lies between 13^ and 16^ C. 
is revealed. Tliird, data are presented showing 
that the species is more abundant, on the surface 
at least, when the salinity lies between 33.55 and 
33.70. 

Finally, the question of the Interpretatioa of the 
results is discussed. Attention is called to the fact 
that an adequate interpretation necessitates re- 
course to the laboratory method. Obviously the 
field method can not, except by interference, as- 
certain the nature of response involved, i. c., ua 
to whether the demonstrated relations are due to a 
tropism, a taxis, a metabolic reaction, or to a 
direct physical effect of changes in viscosity and 
a specific gravity. 

The Influence of Chance on the Number of Or- 

ganiams Collected in Plankton Nets: Qxobgs F. 

MoEwen, Scripps Institute for Biological Be- 

search, 1a Jolla, California. 

Heasxirements of a number of hydrographic ele- 
ments and the corresponding abundance, or num- 
ber of a species per unit volume of water in the 
ocean supply the data for determining the way in 
which the distribution of the species la related to 
these elements. 

Practically, the distribution of the smaller or- 
ganisms must be inferred from the number of 
each species eolleeted per haul made with a plank- 
ton not, A plankton net filters rather variable 
fraction of the water that would pass through the 
not rim, if unobstructed; also the estimate of the 
distance hauled is usually subject to aooidental 
errors of importance. 
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Orouping values of the abundauee thua ob* 
taiaed with respect to each of a series of magni- 
tudes of one of the environmental elements ex- 
bibita in tabular form the relation of the distri- 
bution to that elament and the others linked with it. 
The errors in estimating the abundance arising 
from the use of a plankton net, the variability of 
the elements other than the one In question, and 
the fact that only a relatively small sample of the 
total population is examined have an important 
accidental influence on the character of the rela- 
tion. 

Illustrations are given of a method of testing 
the signiflcance of the difference between two val- 
ues of the abundance, which depends upon the 
probability that a difference in the same direction 
would arise by chance if the number of hauls were 
indefinitely increased. A plan is briefly outlined 
for eliminating the effects of all but one of the 
elements and testing the significance of the rela- 
tion indicated by the corrected values of the 
abundance. The same methods are also applicable 
to statistical treatment of other kinds of quantita- 
tive data. 

The Borinff Mollusea of the Paoifie Coast: Mas. 

Ida 8. OumoYD, Long Beach, California. 

The Life History of the Paoifio Herring: C. Mo- 

Lcan :^sxk. 

The Pacific herring appear in large schools all 
along the Pacific coast from California to Alaska. 
Tlie average weight of those caught in purse seines 
is about 3.0 oz. and the length 8 inches, not in- 
cluding caudal finrays. They wander about in 
search of food, which consists mainly of copepoda. 
There is but one spawning season in one locality. 
Near the biological station, Kanaimo, this is in 
February and March. Spawning takes place in 
shallow water, but this may be incidental to the 
requirement of barnacle larvas for food at that 
time. Both females and males rub against the sea 
weed while spawning. The spawn adheres, hatches 
out in 14 or 16 days and the yolk lasts another six 
days. First spawning takes place at the age of 
three or four years. Most herring caught are from 
four to eight years; some were found ten years 
old. The scale increases in size in approximately 
the same ratio as the other ports of the body and 
the different year growths are marked off by 
winter checks or rings. Those who have calcu- 
lated the growth of the fish in each year from the 
rate of growth of the scales have failed to take 
into account that the scale does not start to grow 
when the fish does. The herring is 3.6 cm. long 


before the appearance of the eeale* This should 
be taken into consideration when the length of the 
fish is divided according to the divisions of the 
scale as shown by winter checks. 

The Nueiear Fhen4»nena in Pasameoiim: B. T. 
- Touno, University of North Dakota, 

During the Ban Francisco meetings on Thursday, 
August 6, of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, there was formed a Pa- 
cific Branch of the American Society of Zoologists. 
The ofilcers elected at this meeting were: 

President, V. L. Kellogg, Stanford University, 
Palo Alto, California. 

Fioe-president, B. M. Yerkea, Santo Barbara, 
California. 

Secretary and Treasurer, Joseph Qrinnell, Uni- 
versity of California, Berkeley, Oallfomia, 

Executive Committee, C. O. Esterly, Occidental 
College, Los Angeles, California; Barton W. Bver- 
mann, California Academy of Science, San Fran- 
cisco, California ; Charles L. Edwards, Los Angeles, 
California; J. Frank Daniel, University of Cali- 
fornia, Berkeley, California; Harold Heath, Stan- 
ford University, Palo Alto, California. 

On Thursday, August 6, there was formed a 
Pacific Coast Branch of the American Society of 
Naturalists with the following organization: 

President, Barton W. Evennann, OaJlfomia 
Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, California, 

Vice president, John F. Bovard, University of 
Oregon, Eugene, Oregon. 

Secretary, Ellis Leroy Michael, Scripps Institute 
for Biological Besearoh, La Jolla, Califoruia, 

Treasurer, L. L. Burlingame, Stanford Univer- 
sity, Palo Alto, Oalifomia. 

Executive Committee, Trevor E^caid, Univer- 
sity of Washington, Seattle, Wash.; Harry B. 
Torrey, Beed College, Portland, Oregon; Frank 
M. McFarland, Stanford University, Palo Alto, 
California. 

The society will take the place of the local bio- 
logical societies of the Pacific coast. 

The Biological Society of the Pacific met at the 
Hotel Butter, San Francisco, August 4, for their 
annual meeting. The addien of the evening was 
given by Dr, Harry Beal Torrey, of Beed Oollog0| 
on ''Besearch and the Elementary Student of 
Science.^' At this meeting the Biological Society 
voted to drop its organization in favor of the 
newly organized Facifie Branch of the Ameriiain 
Society of Naturalists. 
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MATlCa^ 

Homo anm; hmnaDl nil a me alleniim puto. — Ter- 
ettoe. 

Thb subject of this address is not of my 
choosing. It came to me by amgnment. I 
may, therefore, be allowed to say that it is 
in my judgment ideally suited to the oc- 
casion. This meeting is held here upon 
this beautiful coast because of the presence 
of an international exposition, and. we are 
thus invited to a befitting largeness and 
liberality of spirit. An international ex- 
position properly may and necessarily will 
admit many things of a character too tech- 
nical to be intelligible to any one but the 
expert and the specialist. Such things, 
however, are only incidental — contributory, 
indeed, yet incidental — ^to pursuit of the 
principal aim, which is, I believe, or ought 
to be, the representation of human things 
as human — an exhibition and interpreta- 
tion of industries, institutions, sciences and 
arts, not primarily in their accidental or 
particular character as illustrating indi- 
viduals or classes or specific localities or 
times, hut primarily in their essential and 
universal character as representative of 
man. A world-exposition will, therefore, 
as far as practicable, avoid placing in the 
forefront matters so abstruse as to be fit 
for ^e contemplation and understanding 
of none but specialists ; it wiU, as a whole, 
and in ail its principal parts, address itself 
to the general intelligence ; for it aims at 
being, for the multitudes of men and 

*An afldreai delivered August S, leiB, Berke- 
ley, Oalif., at a joint meeting of the American 
MathmnatlcBl Society, the American Astronomical 
Society, and Section A of the American Associa- 
tion for tho Advancement of Science. 
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women who avail themselves of its exhibi- 
tions and lessons, an exposition of human- 
ity: an exposition, no doubt, of the activi- 
ties and aspirations and prowess of individ- 
ual men and women, but of men and 
women, not in their capacity as individuals, 
but as representatives of humankind. In- 
dividual achievements are not the object, 
they are the means, of the exposition. The 
object is humanity. 

What is the human significance — what 
is the significance for humanity — of ‘*the 
mother of the sciences’ ’t And how may 
the matter be best set forth, not for the 
special advantage of professional mathe- 
maticians, for I shall take the liberty of 
having these but little in mind, but for the 
advantage and understanding of educated 
men and women in general? I am unable 
to imagine a more difficult undertaking, so 
technical, especially in its language, and 
so immense is the subject. It is clear that 
the task is far beyond the resources of an 
hour’s discourse, and so it is necessary to 
restrict and select. This being the case, 
what is it beat to choose? The material is 
superabundant. What part of it or aspect 
of it is most available for the end in view ? 
“In abundant matter to speak a little with 
elegance,” says Pindar, “is a thing for the 
wise to listen to.” It is not, however, a 
question of elegance. It is a question of 
emphasis, of clarity, of effectiveness. What 
shall be our major theme? 

Shall it be the history of the subject? 
Shall it be the modern developments of 
mathematics, its present status and its fu- 
ture outlook? Shall it be the utilities of 
the science, its so-called applications, its 
service in practical affairs, in engineering 
and in what it is customary to call the sci- 
ences of nature? Shall it be the logical 
foundations of mathematics, its basic prin- 
ciples, its inner nature, its characteristic 
processes and structure, the differences and 


similitudes that come to light in comparing 
it with other forms of scientific and philo- 
sophic activity? Shall it be the bearings 
of the science as distinguished from its 
applications — the bearings of it as a spirit- 
ual enterprise upon the higher concerns of 
man as man ? It might be any one of tbese 
things, They are all of them great and in- 
spiring themes. 

It is easy to understand that a historian 
would choose the first. The history of 
mathematics is indeed impressive, but is it 
not too long and too technical? And is it 
not already accessible in a large published 
literature of its own? I grant, the histor- 
ian would say, that its history is long, for 
in respect of antiquity mathematics is a 
rival of art, surpassing nearly all branches 
of science and by none of them surpassed. 
I grant that, for laymen, the history is 
technical, frightfully technical, requiring 
interpretation in the interest of general in- 
telligence. I grant, too, that the history 
owns a large literature, but this, the his- 
torian would say, is not designed for the 
general reader, however intelligent, the nu- 
merous minor works, no less than the major 
ones, including that culminating monu- 
mental work of Moritz Cantor, being, all of 
them, addressed to specialists and intel- 
ligible to them alone. And yet it would be 
possible to tell in one hour, not indeed the 
history of mathematics, but a true story ot 
it that would be intelligible to all and 
would show its human significance to be 
profound, manifold and even romantic. It 
would be possible to show historically that 
this science, which now carries its head so 
high in the tenuous atmosphere of pure 
abstractions, has always kept its feet upon 
the solid earth ; it would be possible to show 
that it owns indeed a lowly origin, in the 
familiar needs of common life, in the 
homely neoessities of counting herds and 
measuring lands; it would be J^ssible to 
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show that, notwithstanding its birth in the 
concrete things of sense and raw reality, it 
yet so appealed to sheer intellect — and we 
must not forget that creative intellect is the 
human faculty par excellence — it so ap- 
pealed to this distinctive and disinterested 
faculty of man that, long before the science 
rose to the level of a fine art in the great 
days of Euclid and Archimedes, Plato in 
the wisdom of his maturer years judged it 
essential to the education of freemen be- 
cause, said he, there is in it a necessary 
something against which even God can not 
contend and without which neither gods 
nor demi-gods can wisely govern mankind; 
it would be possible, our historian could 
say, to show historically to educated lay- 
men that, even prior to the inventions of 
analytical geometry and the infinitesimal 
calculus, mathematics had played an in- 
dispensable role in the *‘Two New Sci- 
ences** of physics and mechanics in which 
Galileo laid the foundations of our modern 
knowledge of nature; it would be possible 
to show not only that the analytical geom- 
etry of Descartes and Permat and the cal- 
culus of Leibnitz and Newton have been 
and are essential to our still advancing 
conquest of the sea, but that it is owing to 
the power of these instruments that the 
genius of such as Newton, Laplace and La- 
grange has been enabled to create for us a 
new earth and a new heavens compared 
with which the Mosaic cosmogony or the 
sublimest creation of the Greek imagination 
is but “as a cabinet of brilliants, or rather 
a little jewelled cup found in the ocean or 
the wilderness**; it would be possible to 
gliow historically that, just because the pur- 
suit of mathematical truth has been for the 
most part disinterested— led, that is, by 
Wonder, as Aristotle says, ai^d sustained by 
the love of beauty with the joy of discov- 
ery— it would be possible to show that, just 
because' of the disinterestedneas of mathe- 


matical research, this science has been so 
well prepared to meet everywhere and al- 
ways, as they have arisen, the mathematical 
exigencies of natural science and engineer- 
ing ; above all, it would be feasible to show 
historically that to the same disinterested- 
ness of motive operating through the cen- 
turies we owe the upbuilding of a body of 
pure doctrine so towering to-day and vast 
that no man, even though he have the 
“Andean intellect** of a Poincar6, can em- 
brace it all. This much, I believe, and per- 
haps more, touching the human significance 
of mathematics, a historian of the science 
might reasonably hope to demonstrate in 
one hour. 

More difficult, far more difficult, I think, 
would be the task of a pure mathematician 
who aimed at an equivalent result by ex- 
pounding, or rather by delineating, for he 
could not in one hour so much as begin to 
expound, the modern developments of the 
subject. CJould he contrive even to delin- 
eate them in a way to reveal their relation 
to what is essentially humane? Do but 
consider for a moment the nature of such 
an enterprise. Mathematics may be legiti- 
mately pursued for its own sake or for the 
sake of its applications or with a view to 
understanding its logical foundations and 
internal structure or in the interest of mag- 
nanimity or for the sake of its bearings 
upon the supreme concerns of man as man 
or from two or more of these motives com- 
bined. Our supposed delineator is actuated 
by the first of them : his interest in mathe- 
matics is an interest in mathematics for 
the sake of mathematics; for him the sci- 
ence is simply a large and growing body of 
logical consistencies or compatibilities; he 
derives his inspiration from the muse of 
intellectual harmony; he is a pure raathe- 
matioian* He knows that pure mathe- 
matics is a house of many chambers; he 
knows that its foundations lie far beneath 
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the level of common thought; and that the 
superstruotare, quickly transcending the 
power of imagination to follow it, ascends 
higher and higher, ever keeping open to 
the sky ; he knows that the manifold 
chambers — each of them a mansion in 
itself — are all of them connected in won- 
drous ways, together constituting a fit lab- 
oratory and dwelling for the spirit of men 
of genius. He has assumed the task of 
presenting a vision of it that shall be 
worthy of a world-exposition. Can he 
keep the obligation t He wishes to show 
that the life and work of pure mathema- 
ticians are human life and work: he de- 
sires to show that these toilers and dwell- 
ers in the chambers of pure thought are 
representative men. He would exhibit the 
many-chambered bouse to the thronging 
multitudes of his fellow men and women; 
he would lead them into it; he would con- 
duct them from chamber to chamber by 
the curiously winding corridors, passing 
now downward, now upward, by delicate 
passage-ways and subtle stairs; he would 
show them that the wondrous castle is not 
a dead or static affair like a structure of 
marble or steel, but a living architecture, a 
living mansion of life, human as their own ; 
he would show them the matbetic spirit at 
work, how it is ever weaving, tirelessly 
weaving, fabrics of beauty, finer than 
gossamer yet stronger than cables of steel ; 
he would show them how it is ever enlarg- 
ing its habitation, deepening its founda- 
tions, expanding more and more and ele- 
vating the superstructure; and, what is 
even more amazing, how it perpetually per- 
forms the curious miracle of permanence 
combined with change, transforming, that 
is, the older portions of the edifice without 
destroying it, for the structure is eternal: 
in a word, he would show them a vision oi 
the whole, and he would do it in a way to 
make them perceive and feel that, in thus 


beholding there a partial and progressive 
attainment of the higher ideals of man, 
they were but gazing upon a partial and 
progressive realization of their own appe- 
titions and dreams. 

That is what he would do. But howt 
Mengenlehre, Zahletilehre, algebras of 
many kinds, countless geometries of count- 
less infinite spaces, function theories, 
transformations, invariants, groups and 
the rest — ^how can these with all their 
structural finesse, with their heights and 
depths and limitless ramifications, with 
their labyrinthine and interlocking modem 
developments — will not say how can they 
be presented in the measure and scale of a 
great exposition — ^but how is it possible in 
one hour to give laymen even a glimpse 
of the endless array! Nothing could be 
more extravagant or more absurd than such 
an undertaking. Compared with it, the 
American traveler’s hope of being able to 
see Borne in a single forenoon was a most 
reasonable expectation. But it is worth 
while trying to realize how stupendous the 
absurdity ia 

It is evident that our would-be delineator 
must compromise. He can not expound,' 
be can not exhibit, he can not even deline- 
ate the doctrines whose human worth he 
would thus disclose to his fellow men and 
women. The fault is neither his nor theira 
It must be imputed to the nature of things. 
But he need not, therefore, despair and he 
need not surrender. The method he has 
proposed — the method of exposition — ^that 
indeed he must abandon as hopeless, but 
not his aim. He is addressing men and 
women who are no doubt without his spe- 
citd knowledge and his special discipline, as 
he in his turn is without theirs, but who are 
yet essentially like himself. He would have 
thmn as fellows and comrades persuaded 
of the dignity of hit Fitek: he Would haira 
them feel Ibat it is also Ihein; he would 
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have them convinced that mathematics 
stands for an immense body of human 
achievements, for a diversified continent 
of pure doctrine, for a discovered world of 
intellectual harmonies. He can not show 
it to them as a painter displays a canvas 
or as an architect presents a cathedral. 
He can not give them an immediate vision 
of it, but he can give them intimations ; by 
appealing to their fantasie and, through 
analogy with what they know, to their 
understanding, not only can he convince 
them that his world exists, but he can give 
them an intuitive apprehension of its liv- 
ing presence and its meaning for human- 
kind. This is possible because, like him, 
they, too, are idealists, dreamers and poets 
— such essentially are all men and women. 
His auditors or his readers have all had 
some experience of ideas and of truth, they 
have all had inklings of more beyond, they 
have all been visited and quickened by a 
sense of the limitless possibilities of further 
knowledge in every direction, they have 
all dreamed of the perfect and have felt 
its lure. They are thus aware that the 
small implies the large; having seen hills, 
they can believe in mountains; they know 
that Euripides, Shakespeare, Dante, Goethe, 
are but fulfillments of prophecies heard in 
peasant tales and songs; they know that 
the sjnnphonies of Beethoven or the dramas 
of Wagner are harbingered in the melodies 
and the aig^ of those who garner grain and 
in their hearts respond to the music of the 
winds or the “solemn anthems of the sea”; 
they sense the secret by which the astron- 
omy of Newton and Laplace is foretokened 
in the shepherd’s watching of the stars; 
and knowing thus this plain spiritual law 
oi progtessiveness and implication, they 
art prepared to grasp the truth that mod- 
ern ma^ematics, though they do not under- 
stand it, is, like the other great tfainga, but 
a sublime fulfillment, the realisation of 


prophecies involved in what they them- 
selves, in common with other educated folk, 
know of the rudiments of the science. In- 
deed, they would marvel if upon refiection 
it did not seem to be so. Our pure mathe- 
matician in speaking to his fellow men and 
women of his science will have no difScnlty 
in persuading them that he is speaking of 
a subject immense and eternal. As born 
idealists they have intimations of their 
own — the evidence of intuition, if you 
please — or a kind of insight resembling 
that of the mystic — ^that in the world of 
mind there must be something deeper and 
higher, stabler and more significant, than 
the pitiful ideas in life’s routine and the 
familiar vocations of men. They are thus 
prepared to believe, before they are told, 
that behind the veil there exists a univer- 
sum of exact thought, an everlasting cos- 
mos of ordered ideas, a stable world of con- 
catenated truth. In their study of the ele- 
ments, in school or college, they may have 
caught a shimmer of it or, in rare moments 
of illumination, even a gleam. Of the ex- 
istence, the reality, the actuality, of our 
pure mathematician’s world they will have 
no doubt, and they will have no doubt of 
its grandeur. They may even, in a vague 
way, magnify it overmuch, feeling that it 
is, in some wise, more than human, signifi- 
cant only for the rarely gifted spirit that 
dwells, like a star, apart. The pure mathe- 
matician ’s difficulty lies in showing, in his 
way, that such is not the case. For he does 
not wish to adduce utilities and applica- 
tions. He is well aware of these. He 
knows that if he “would tell them they are 
more in number than the sands.” Neither 
does he despise them as of little moment. 
Oh^the oontrsry, he values them as pre- 
cious. But he wishes to do his subject and 
his auditors the honor of speaking from a 
higher level: he desires to vindicate the 
wortii of mathanatias on the ground of its 
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sheer ideality, on the ground of its intel- 
lectual harmony, on the ground of its 
beauty, “free from the gorgeous trap- 
pings’’ of sense, pure, austere, supreme. 
To do this, which ought, it seems, to be easy, 
experience has shown to be exceedingly 
difBcult. For the multitude of men and 
women, even the educated multitude, are 
wont to cry, 

Such knowledge ie too wouderful for me, 

It is too high, I can not attain unto it, 

thus meaning to imply. What, then, or 
where is its human significance t Their 
voice is heard in the challenge once put to 
me by the brilliant author of “East Lon- 
don Visions.’’ What, said he, can be the 
human significance of “this majestic intel- 
lectual cosmos of yours, towering up like a 
million-lustred iceberg into the arctic 
night,’’ seeing that, among mankind, none 
is permitted to behold its more resplendent 
wonders save the mathematician alone! 
What response will our pure mathemati- 
cian make to this challenge! Make, I 
mean, if he be not a wholly naive devotee 
of his science and so have failed to reflect 
upon the deeper grounds of its justifica- 
tion. He may say, for one thing, what Pro- 
fessor Klein said on a similar occasion : 

Apart from tke fact that pure mathematics can 
not be supplanted by anything else as a means 
for developing the purely logical facultlee of the 
mind, there must be considered here, as elsewhere, 
the necessity of the presence of a few individnals 
In each country developed in far higher degree 
than the rest, for the purpose of keeping up and 
gradually raising the general standard. Even a 
slight raising of the general level can be accom- 
plished only when some few minds have progressed 
far ahead of the average. 

That is doubtless a weighty considera- 
tion. But is it all or the best that may be 
said! It is just and important but it does 
not go far enough; it is not, I fear, very 
convincing; it is wanting in pungence and 
edge ; it does not tou<di the dentral nerve of 


the challenge. Our pure mathematioian 
must rally his sceptics With sharper con- 
siderations. He may say to them: You 
challenge the human significance of the 
higher developments of pure mathematics 
because they are inaccessible to all but a 
few, because Ih^eir charm is esoteric, because 
thrir deeper beauty is hid from nearly all 
mankind. Does that consideration justify 
your challenge! You are individuals, hut 
you are also members of a race. Have you 
as individuals no human interest nor hu- 
man pride in the highest achievements of 
your race! Is nothing human, is nothing 
humane, except mediocrity and the com- 
monplbce ! Was Phidias or Michel Angelo 
less human than the carver and painter of 
a totem-pole! Was Euclid or Gauss or 
Poincar4 less representative of man than 
the countless millions for whom mathe- 
matics has meant only the arithmetic of 
the market place or the rude geometry of 
the carpenter! Does the quality of hu- 
manity in human thoughts and deeds de- 
crease as they ascend towards the peaks of 
achievement, and increase in proportion as 
they become vulgar, attaining an upper 
limit in the beasts! Do you not know that 
precisely the reverse is true? Do you not 
count aspiration humane! Do you not see 
that it if not the common things that every 
(me may reach, but excellences high-dwell- 
ing among the rocks — do you not know 
that, in respect of human worth, these 
things, which but few can attain, are sec- 
ond only to the supreme ideals attainable 
by nonet 

How very different and how very much 
easier the task of one who sought to vindi- 
cate the human significance of mathematics 
on the ground of its applicatiofnsi In re- 
spect of temperamental interest, of atti- 
tude and outlook, the difference between 
the pure and the applied mathematician is 
profound. It is—^f we m^ liken spiritaal' 
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things to things of sense — maoh like the 
difference between one who greets a new- 
born day because of its glory and one who 
regards it as a time for doing chores and 
values its light only as showing the way. 
For the former, mathematics is justified by 
its supreme beauty; for the latter, by its 
manifold use. But are the two kinds of 
value essentially incompatible? They are 
certainly not. The difference is essen- 
tially a difference of authority — a dif- 
ference, that is, of worth, of elevation, 
of excellence. The pure mathematician 
and the applied mathematician some- 
times may, indeed they not infrequently 
do, dwell together harmoniously in a 
single personality. If our spokesman be 
such a one — and I will not suppose the 
shame of having the utilities of the science 
represented on such an occasion by one in- 
capable of regarding it as anything but a 
tool, for that would be disgraceful — if, 
then, our spokesman be such a one as I have 
supposed, he might properly begin as fol- 
lows; In speaking to you of the applica- 
tions of mathematics I would not have you 
suppose, ladies and gentlemen, that I am 
thus presenting the highest claims of the 
science to your regard; for its highest 
justification is the charm of its immanent 
beauty; I do not mean, he will say, the 
beauty of appearances — the fleeting beau- 
ties of sense, though these, too, are precious 
— even the outer garment, the changeful 
robe, of reality is a lovely thing; I mean 
the eternal beauty of the world of pure 
thought; I mean intellectual beauty; in 
mathematicss this nearly attains perfection ; 
and “intellectual beauty is self-sufficing”; 
uses, on the other hand, are not ; they wear 
an aspect of apology; uses resemble ex- 
cuses, they savor a little of a plea in miti- 
gation. Do you ask: Why, then, plead 
them? Because, he will say, many good 
people have a natural incapacity to ap- 


preciate anything else; because, also, many 
of the applications, especially the higher 
ones, are themselves matters of exceeding 
beauty; and especially because I wish to 
show, not only that use and beauty are 
compatible forms of worth, but that the 
more mathematics has been cultivated for 
the sake of its inner charm, the fitter has 
it become for external service. 

Having thus at the outset put himself in 
proper light and given his auditors a 
scholar’s warning against what would else, 
he fears, foster a disproportionment of 
values, what will he go on to signalize 
among the utilities of a science whose pri- 
mary allegiance to logical rectitude allies 
it to art, and which only incidentally and 
secondarily shapes itself to the ends of in- 
strumental service? He knows that the 
applications of mathematics, if one will 
but trace them out in their multifarious 
ramifications, are as many-sided as the in- 
dustries and as manifold as the sciences of 
men, penetrating everywhere throughout 
the full round of life. What will he select? 
He will not dwell long upon its homely uses 
in the rude computations and mensurations 
of counting-house and shop and factory and 
field, for this indispensable yet humble 
manner of world-wide and perpetual serv- 
ice is known of all men and women. He 
will quickly pass to higher considerations 
— to navigation, to the designing of ships, 
to the surveying of lands and seas, and the 
charting of the world, to the construction 
of reservoirs and aqueducts, canals, tun- 
nels and railroads, to the modern miracles 
of the marine cable, the telegraph, the tele- 
phone, to the multiform achievements of 
every manner of modern engineering, civil, 
mechanical, mining, electrical, by which, 
through the advancing conquest of land 
and sea and air and space and time, the 
conveniences and the prowess of man have 
been multiplied a billionfold. It need not 
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be said that not all this has been done by 
mathematics alone. Far from it. It is, of 
course, the joint achievement of many sci- 
ences and arts, but — and just tliis is the 
point — the contributions of mathematics 
to the great work, direct and indirect, have 
been indispensable. And it will require no 
great skill in our speaker to show to his 
audience, if it have a little imagination, 
that, as I have said elsewhere, if all these 
mathematical contributions were by some 
strange spiritual cataclysm to be suddenly 
withdrawn, the life and body of industry 
and commerce would suddenly collapse as 
by a paralytic stroke, the now splendid 
outer tokens of material civilization would 
quickly perish, and the face of our planet 
would at once assume the aspect of a ruined 
and bankrupt world. For such is the 
amazing utility, such the wealth of by- 
products, if you please, that come from a 
science and art that owes its life, its con- 
tinuity and its power to man’s love of in- 
tellectual harmony and pleads its inner 
charm as its sole appropriate justification. 
Indeed it appears — contrary to popular be- 
lief — that in our world there is nothing 
else quite so practical as the inspiration of 
a muse. 

But this is not all nor nearly all to which 
our applied mathematician will wish to in- 
vite attention. It is only the beginning of 
it. Even if he does not allude to the quiet 
service continuously and eversrwhere ren- 
dered by mathematics in its r 61 e as a norm 
or standard or ideal in every field of 
thought whether exact or inexact, he will 
yet desire to instance forms and modes of 
application compared with which those we 
have mentioned, splendid and impressive 
as they are, are meager and mean. For 
those we have mentioned are but the more 
obvious applications — ^those, namely, that 
continually announce themselves to our 
senses ever3rwhere in the affairs, both great 


and small, of the workaday world. But 
the really great applications of mathemat- 
ics — those which, rightly understood, best 
of all demonstrate the human significance 
of the science — are not thus obvious; they 
do not, like the others, proclaim themselves 
in the form of visible facilities and visible 
expedients everywhere in the offices, the 
shops, and the highways of commerce and 
industry ; they are, on the contrary, almost 
as abstract and esoteric as mathematics 
itself, for they are the uses and applica- 
tions of this science in other sciences, es- 
pecially in astronomy, in mechanics and in 
physics, but also and increasingly in the 
newer sciences of chemistry, geology, min- 
eralogy, botany, zoology, economics, statis- 
tics and even psychology, not to mention 
the great science and art of architecture. 
In the matter of exhibiting the endless and 
intricate applications of mathematics to the 
natural sciences, applications ranging from 
the plainest facts of crystallography to the 
faint bearings of the kinetic theory of 
gases upon the constitution of the Milky 
Way, our speaker’s task is quite as hope- 
less as we found the pure mathematician’s 
to be; and he, too, will have to compro- 
mise; he will have to request his auditors 
to acquaint themselves at their leisure with 
the available literature of the subject and 
especially to read attentively the great 
work of John Theodore Merz dealing with 
the ’’History of European Thought in the 
Nineteenth Century,” where they will find, 
in a form fit for the general reader, bow 
central has been the rble of mathematics 
in all the principal attempts of natural 
science to find a cosmos in the seeming 
chaos of the natural world. Another many- 
sided work that in this connection he may 
wish to commend as being in large part in- 
telligible to men and women of gmieral edo- 
cation and eotholie mind is Enriques’s 
”Pr<d>lems of Sdenee.” 
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I turn now for a moment to the pros- 
pects of one who might choose to devote the 
hour to an exposition or an indication of 
modem developments in what it is cus- 
tomary to call the foundations of mathe- 
matics — to a characterization, that is, and 
estimate of that far-reaching and still ad- 
vancing critical movement which has to do 
with the relations of the science, philo- 
sophically considered, to the sciences of 
logic and methodology. What can he say 
on this great theme that will be intelligible 
and edifying to the multitudes of men and 
women who, though mathematically inex- 
pert, yet have a genuine humane curiosity 
respecting even the profounder and subtler 
life and achievements of science? He can 
point out that mathematics, like all the 
other sciences, like the arts too, for that 
matter, and like philosophy, originates in 
the refining process of reflection upon the 
crude data of common sense ; he can point 
out that this process has gradually yielded 
from out the raw material and still con- 
tinues to yield more and more ideas of ap- 
proximate perfection in the respects of pre- 
cision and form; he can point out that 
such ideas, thus disentangled and trimmed 
of their native vagueness and indetermi- 
nation, disclose their mutual relationships 
and BO become amenable to the concatena- 
tive processes of logic; and he can point 
out that these polished ideas with their 
mutual relationships become the bases or 
the content of various branches of mathe- 
matics, which thus tower above common 
sense and appear to grow out of it and to 
stand upon it like trees or forests upon the 
earth. He will point out, however, that 
this appearance, like most other obvious 
appearances, is deceiving; he will, that is, 
point out that these upward-growing sci- 
ences or branches of science are found, in 
the light of further reflection, to be down- 
werd-growing as well, pushing their roots 


deeper and deeper into a dark soil far be- 
neath the ground of evident common sense ; 
indeed, he will eAiow that common sense is 
thus, in its relation to mathematics, but as 
a sense-litten mist enveloping only the mid- 
portion of the stately structure, which, like 
a towering mountain, at once ascends into 
the limpid ether far above the shining 
cloud and rests upon a base of subter- 
ranean rock far below; he will point out 
that, accordingly, mathematicians, in re- 
spect of temperamental interest, fall into 
two classes — the class of those who culti- 
vate the upward-growing of the science, 
working thus in the upper regions of 
clearer light, and the class of those who de- 
vote themselves to exploring the deep- 
plunging roots of the science; and it is, he 
will say, to the critical activity of the lat- 
ter class — the logicians and philosophers of 
mathematics — that we owe the discovery of 
what we are wont to call the foundations 
of mathematics — the great discovery, that 
is, of an immense mathematical a«b-struo- 
ture, which penetrates far beneath the 
stratum of common sense and of which 
many of even the greatest mathematicians 
of former times were not aware. But 
whilst such foundational research is in the 
main a modern phenomenon, it is by no 
means exclusively such; and to protect his 
auditors against a false perspective in this 
regard and the peril of an overweening 
pride in the achievements of their own 
time, onr speaker may recommend to them 
the perusal of Thomas L, Heath’s superb 
edition of Euclid’s “Elements” where, 
especially in the first volume, they will be 
much edified to find, in the rich abundance 
of critical citation and commentary which 
the translator has there brought together, 
that the refined and elaborate logieo- 
mathematical researches of our own time 
have been only a deepening and widening 
of the keen mathematical criticism of a few 
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centuries immediately preceding and fol- 
lowing the great date of Euclid. Indeed 
but for that general declension of Greek 
spirit which Professor Gilbert Murray in 
his “Four Stages in Greek Religion “ has 
happily characteriised as “the failure of 
nerve/* what we know as the modern crit- 
ical movement in mathematics might well 
have come to its present culmination, so 
far at least as pure geometry is concerned, 
fifteen hundred or more years ago. It is 
a pity that the deeper and stabler things 
of science and the profounder spirit of 
man can not be here disclosed in a manner 
commensurate with the great exposition, 
surrounding us, of the manifold practical 
arts and industries of the world. It is a 
pity there is no means by which our speaker 
might, in a manner befitting the subject 
and the occasion, e^ibit intelligibly to his 
follow men and women the ways and re- 
sults of the last hundred years of research 
into the groundwork of mathematical sci- 
ence and therewith the highly important 
modem developments in logic and the 
theory of knowledge. How astonished the 
beholders would be, how delighted, too, 
and proud to belong to a race capable of 
such patience and toil, of such disinterested 
devotion, of such intellectual finesse and 
depth of penetration. I can think of no 
other spectacle quite so impressive as the 
inner vision of all the manifold branches of 
rigorous thought seen to constitute one 
immense structure of autonomous doctrine 
reposing upon the spiritual basis of a few 
select ideas and, superior to the fading 
beauties of time and sense, shining there 
like a celestial city, in “the white radiance 
ot eternity.'* That is the vision of mathe- 
matics that a student of its philosophy 
would, were it possible, present to his fel- 
low men and women. 

In view of the foregoing considerations 
it evidently is, I think, in the nature of the 


case impossible to give an adequate sense 
of the human worth of mathematics if one 
choose to devote the hour to any one of the 
great aspects of it with which we have been 
thus far concerned. Neither the history 
of the subject nor its present estate nor its 
applications nor its logical foundations — 
no one of these themes lends itself well to 
the purpose of such an exposition, and still 
less do two or more of them combined. 
Even if such were not the case I should yet 
feel bound to pursue another course ; for I 
have been long persuaded that, in respect 
of its human significance, mathematics in- 
vites to a point of view which, unless I am 
mistaken, has not been taken and held In 
former attempts at appreciation. I have 
already alluded to bearings of mathematics 
as distinguished from applications. It is 
with its bearings that I wish to deal. I 
mean its bearings upon the higher con- 
cerns of man as man- - jose interests, 
namely, which have impelled him to seek, 
over and above the needs of raiment and 
shelter and food, some inner adjustment of 
life to the poignant limitations of life in 
our world and which have thus drawn him 
to manifold forms of wisdom, not only to' 
mathematics and natural sciences, hut also 
to literature and philosophy, to religion 
and art, and theories of righteousness. 
What is the rOle of mathematics in this per- 
petual endeavor of the human spirit every- 
where to win reconciliation of its dreams 
and aspirations with the baffling conditions 
and tragic facts of life and the world? 
What is its relation to the universal quest 
of man for some supreme and abiding good 
that shall assuage or annul the discords 
and tyrannies of time and limitation, with- 
holding less and less, as time goes by, the 
freedom and the peace of an ideal harmony 
infinite and eternal? 

In endeavoring to suggest, in the time 
remaining for this address, a partial answer 
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to that great question, in attempting, that 
is, to indicate the relations of mathematics 
to the supreme ideals of mankind, it will 
be necessary to seek a perspective point of 
view and to deal with large matters in a 
large way. 

Of the countless variety of appetitions 
and aspirations that have given direction 
and aim to the energies of men and that, 
together with the constraining conditions 
of life in our world, have shaped the course 
and determined the issues of human his- 
tory, it is doubtless not yet possible to at- 
tempt a confident and thoroughgoing 
classification according to the principle of* 
relative dignity or that of relative strength. 
If, however, we ask whether, in the great 
throng of passional determinants of hu- 
man thought and life, there is one supreme 
passion, one that in varying degrees of con- 
sciousness controls the rest, unifying the 
spiritual enterprises of our race in direct- 
ing and converging them all upon a single 
sovereign aim, the answer, I believe, can 
not be doubtful: the activities and desires 
of mankind are indeed subject to such im- 
perial direction and control. And if now 
we ask what the sovereign passion is, again 
the answer can hardly admit of question or 
doubt. In order to see even a priori what 
the answer must be, we have only to imag- 
ine a race of beings endowed with our hu- 
man craving for stability, for freedom, and 
for perpetuity of life and its fleeting goods, 
we have only to fancy such a race flung, 
without equipment of knowledge or 
strength, into the depths of a treacherous 
universe of matter and force where they 
are tossed, buffeted and tom by the tumul- 
tous onward-rushing flood of the cosmic 
Stream, originating they know not whence 
and flowing they know not why nor 
t^hither, we have, I say, only to imagine 
this, sympathetically, which ought to be 
eas7 for us as men, and then to ask our- 


selves what would naturally be the control- 
ling passion and dominant enterprise of 
such a race — ^unless, indeed, we suppose it to 
become strangely enamored of distress or 
to be driven by despair to self-extinction. 
We humans require no Gotama nor Hera- 
cleituB to tell us that man’s lot is cast in a 
world where naught abides. The universal 
impermanence of things, the inevitableness 
of decay, the mocking frustration of deep- 
est yearnings and fondest dreams, all this 
has been keenly realized wherever men and 
women have had seeing eyes or been even a 
little touched with the malady of medita- 
tion, and everywhere in the literature of 
power is heard the cry of the mournful 
truth, “The life of man,” said the Spirit 
of the Ocean, “passes by like a galloping 
horse, changing at every turn, at every 
hour.” 

* * Great treasure halls hath Zeus in heaven, 

From whence to man strange dooms be given, 
Past hope or fear/^ 

Such is the universal note. Whether we 
glance at the question in a measure a 
priori, as above, or look into the cravings 
of our own hearts, or survey the history of 
human emotion and thought, we shall find, 
I think, in each and all these ways, that 
human life owns the supremacy of one de- 
sire : it is the passion for emancipation, for 
release from life’s limitations and the 
tyranny of change : it is our human passion 
for some ageless form of reality, some ever- 
lasting vantage-ground or rock to stand 
upon, some haven of refuge from the all- 
devouring transformations of the welter- 
ing sea. And so it is that our human aims, 
aspirations, and toils thus find their high- 
est unity — their only intelligible unity — in 
the Spirit’s quest of a stable world, in its 
endless searclx for some mode or form of 
reality that is at once infinite, changeless, 
eternal. 

Does some one say : This may be granted, 
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but what ig the point of it all? It is ob- 
viously true enough but what, pray, can be 
its bearing upon the matter in hand ? 
What light does it throw upon the human 
significance of mathematics? The ques- 
tion is timely and just. The answer, which 
will grow in fullness and clarity as we pro- 
ceed, may be at once begun. 

How long our human ancestors, in re- 
mote ages, may have groped, as some of 
their descendants even now grope, among 
the things of sense, in the hope of finding 
there the desiderated good, we do not 
know — past time is long and the evolution 
of wisdom has been slow. We do know that, 
long before the beginnings of recorded his- 
tory, superior men — advanced representa- 
tives of their kind — must have learned that 
the deliverance sought was not to be 
found among the objects of the mobile 
world, and so the spirit's quest passed 
from thence ; passed from the realm of per- 
ception and sense to the realm of concept 
and reason: thought ceased, that is, to be 
merely the unconscious means of pursuit 
and became, itself the quarry — ^mind had 
discovered mind; and there, in the realm 
of ideas, in the realm of spirit proper, in 
the world of reason or thought, the great 
search — far outrunning historic time — has 
been endlessly carried on, with varying 
fortunes, indeed, but without despair or 
breach of continuity, meanwhile multiply- 
ing its resources and assuming gradually, 
as the years and centuries have passed, the 
characters and forms of what we know to- 
day as philosophy and science and art. I 
have mentioned the passing of the quest 
from the realm of sense to the realm of con- 
ception: a most notable transition in the 
career of mind and especially significant 
for the view I am aiming to sketch. For 
thought, in thus becoming a conscious sub- 
ject or object of thought, then began its 
destined course in reason ; in ceasing to be 


merely an unconscious means of pursuit 
and becoming itself the quarry, it definitely 
entered upon the arduous way that leads to 
the goal of rigor. And so it is evident that 
the way in question is not a private way; 
’it does not belong exclusively to mathe- 
matics; it is public property; it is the high- 
way of conceptual research. For it is a 
mistake to imagine that mathematics, in 
virtue of its reputed exactitude, is an insu- 
lated science, dwelling apart in isolation 
from other forms and modes of conceptual 
activity. It would be such, were its rigor 
absolute ; for between a perfection and any 
-approximation thereto, however close, there 
always remains an infinitude of steps. But 
the rigor of mathematics is not absolute — 
absolute rigor is an ideal, to be, like other 
ideals, aspired unto, forever approached, 
but never quite attained, for such attain- 
ment would mean that every possibility of 
error or indetermination, however alight, 
had been eliminated from idea, from sym- 
bol, and from argumentation. We know, 
however, that such elimination can never be 
complete, unless indeed the hximan mind 
shall one day lose its insatiable faculty for 
doubting. What, then, is the distinction of 
mathematics on the score of exactitude 1 
Its distinction lies, not in the attainment 
of rigor absolute, but partly in its excep- 
tional devotion thereto and especially in 
the advancement it has made along the end- 
less path that leads towards that perfec- 
tion. But, as I have already said, it must 
not be thought that mathematics is the sole 
traveler upon the way. It is important to 
see clearly that it is far from being thus a 
solitary enterprise. First, however, let us 
adjust our imagery to a better correspond- 
ence with the facts. I have spoken of the 
path. We know, however, that the paths 
are many, as many as the varieties of con- 
ceptual Subject-matter, all of them con- 
verging towards the same high goal. We 
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see them originate here, there and yonder 
in the soil and haze of common thought; 
we see how indistinct they are at first — 
how ill-defined; we observe how they im- 
prove in that regard as the ideas involved 
grow clearer and clearer, more and more 
amenable to the use and governance of 
logic. At length, when thought, in its 
progress along any one of the many courses, 
has reached a high degree of refinement, 
precision and certitude, then and there- 
after, but not before, we call it mathe- 
matical thought; it has undergone a long 
process of refining evolution and acquired 
at length the name of mathematics; it is 
not, however, the creature of its name; 
what is called mathematics has been long 
upon the way, owning at previous stages 
other designations — common sense, prac- 
tical art perhaps, speculation, theology it 
may be, philosophy, natural science, or it 
may be for many a millenium no name at 
all. Is it, then, only a question of names? 
In a sense, yes: the ideal of thought is 
rigor; mathematics is the name that usage 
employs to designate, not attainment of the 
ideal, for it can not be attained, but its 
devoted pursuit and close approximation. 
But this is not the essence of the matter. 
The essence is that all thought, thought in 
all its stages, however rude, however re- 
fined, however named, owns the unity of 
being human: spiritual activities are one. 
Mathematics thus belongs to the great fam- 
ily of spiritual enterprises of man. These 
enterprises, all the members of the great 
family, however diverse in form, in modes 
of life, in methods of toil, in their progress 
along the way that leads towards logical 
rectitude, are alike children of one great 
passion. In genesis, in spirit and aspira- 
tion, in motive and aim, natural science, 
theology, philosophy, jurisprudence, re- 
ligion and art are one with mathematics: 
they arc aU of them sprung from the hu- 


man spirit's craving for invariant reality 
in a world of tragic change; they all of 
them aim at rescuing man from ‘*the blind 
hurry of the universe from vanity to van- 
ity”: they seek cosmic stability — a world 
of abiding worth, where the broken prom- 
ises of hope shall be healed and infinite as- 
piration shall cease to be mocked. 

Such has been the universal and domi- 
nant aim and such are the cardinal forms 
that time has given its prosecution. 

And now we must ask: What have been 
the fruits of the endless toil? What has 
the high emprize won? And what espe- 
cially, have been the contributions of 
mathematics to the total gain? To recount 
the story of the spirit's quest for ageless 
forms of reality would be to tell afresh, 
from a new point of view, the history of 
human thought, so many and so diverse 
are the modes or aspects of being that men 
have found or fancied to be eternal. Edi- 
fying indeed would be the tale, but it is 
long, and the hour contracts. Even a 
meager delineation is hardly possible here. 
Yet we must not fail to glance at the end- 
less array and to call, at least in part, the 
roll of major things. But where begin? 
Shall it be in theology? How memory re- 
sponds to the magic word. ‘‘The past rises 
before us like a dream.” As the long suc- 
cession of the theological centuries passes 
by, what a marvelous pageant do they pre- 
sent of human ideals, contrivings and 
dreams, both rational and superrational. 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and end- 
ing, which is, which was and which is to 
come ; I Am That I Am ; Father of lights 
with which is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning; the bonitas, unitas, in- 
flnitos, immutabilitas of Deity; the undy- 
ing principle of soul ; the sublime hierarchy 
of immortal angels, terrific and precious, 
discoursed of by sages, commemorated by 
art, feared and loved by milUous of men 
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and women and children : these things may 
suffice to remind us of the invariant forms 
of reality found or invented by theology 
in her age-long toil and passion to conquer 
the mutations of time by means of things 
eternal. 

But theology ’s record is only an immense 
chapter of the vastly more inclusive an- 
nals of world-wide philosophic speculation 
running through the ages. If we turn to 
philosophy understood in the larger sense, 
if we ask what answers she has made in the 
long course of time to the question of what 
is eternal, so diverse and manifold are the 
voices heard across the centuries, from the 
East and from the West, that the com- 
bined response must needs seem to an un- 
accustomed ear like an infinite babel of 
tongues: the Confucian Way of Heaven; 
the mystic Tao, so much resembling fate, 
of Lao Tzu and Chuang Tzu; Buddhism’s 
inexorable spiritual law of cause and ef- 
fect and its everlasting extinction of indi- 
viduality in Nirvana — the final blowing out 
of consciousness and character alike; 
Ahura Mazda, the holy One, of Zarathus- 
tra ; Fate, especially in the Greek tragedies 
and Greek religion — the chain of causes in 
nature, "the compulsion in the way 
things grow," a fine thread running 
through the whole of existence and binding 
even the gods; the cosmic matter, or to 
atrcifoi' of Anaximander; the cosmic order, 
the rhythm of events, the logos or reason 
or nous, of Heracleitus; the finite, space- 
filling sphere, or One, of the deep Parme- 
nides; the four material and two psychic, 
six eternal, elements, of Empedocles; the 
infinitude of everlasting mind-moved 
simple substances of Anaxagoras; the in- 
finite multitude and endless variety of in- 
variant "seeds of things" of Leucippus, 
Democritus, Epicurus and Lucretius, to- 
gether with their doctrines of absolute void 
and the conservations of mass and mo- 


tion and infinite room or space; Plato’s 
eternal world of pure ideas; the great Cos- 
mic Year of a thousand thinkers, rolling 
in vast endlessly repeated cycles on the be- 
^ginningleas, endless course of time from 
eternity to eternity ; the changeless 
thought-forms of Zeno, Gorgias and Aris- 
totle; Leibnitz’s indestructible, preestab- 
lished harmony; Spinoza’s infinite unalter- 
able substance; the Absolute of the Hegel- 
ian school; and so on and on far beyond 
the limits of practicable enumeration. 
This somewhat random partial list of 
things will serve to recall and to represent 
the enormous motley crowd of answers 
that the ages of philosophic speculation 
have made to the supreme inquiry of the 
human spirit: what is there that survives 
the mutations of time, abiding unchanged 
despite the whirling flux of life and the 
world? 

And now, in the interest of further rep- 
resenting salient features in a large per- 
spective view, let me next ask what contri- 
bution to the solution of the great problem 
has been made by jurisprudence. Juris- 
prudence is no doubt at once a branch of 
philosophy and a branch of science, but it 
has an interest, a direction and a character 
of its own. And for the sake of due em- 
phasis it will be well worth while to re- 
mind ourselves specifically of the half-for- 
gotten fact that, in its quest for justice 
and order among men, jurisprudence long 
ago found an answer to our oft-stated 
riddle of the world, an answer which, 
though but a partial one, yet satisfied the 
greatest thinkers for many centuries, and 
which, owing to the inborn supemalizing 
proclivity of the human mind, still exer- 
cises sway over the thought of the great 
majority of mankind. I allude to the pon- 
peption of jus naturals or Isz natures, the 
doctrine that in the order of Nature there 
somehow exists a perfect, invarianiy uni- 
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versally and eternally valid system or 
prototype of law over and above the im- 
perfect laws and changeful polities of men 
— a conception and doctrine long familiar 
in the juristic thought of antiquity, domi- 
nating, for example, the Antigone of 
Sophocles, penetrating the Republic and 
the Laws of Plato, proclaimed by Demos- 
thenes in the Oration on the Crown, be- 
coming, largely through the Republic and 
the Laws of Cicero, the crowning concep- 
tion of the imperial jurisprudence of 
Rome, and still holding sway, as I have 
said, except in the case of our doubting 
Thomases of the law, who virtually deny 
our world the existence of any perfection 
whatever because they can not, so to speak, 
feel it with the hand, as if they did not 
know that to suppose an ideal to be th%ts 
realized would be a flat contradiction in 
terms. 

If we turn for a moment to art and en- 
quire what has been her relation to the 
poignant riddle, shall we not thus be going 
too far afield? The answer is certainly no. 
In wtemitatem pingo, said Zeuxis, the 
Greek painter. ‘^The purpose of art,” 
says John La Farge, “is commemoration.” 
In these two sayings, one of them ancient, 
the other modern, we have, I think, the evi- 
dent clue. They do but tell us that art, 
like the other great enterprises of man, 
springs from our spirit’s coveting of 
worth that abides. Like theology, like phi- 
losophy, like jurisprudence, like natural 
science, too, as I mean to point out further, 
and like mathematics, art is bom of the 
universal passion for the dignity of things 
eternal. Her quest, like theirs, has been a 
search for invariants, for goods that are 
everlasting. And what has she found? 
The answer is simple. ‘ * The idea of 
beauty in each species of being,” said 
Joshua Reynolds, “is perfect, invariable, 
divine.^’ We know that by a faculty of 


imaginative, mystical, idealizing discern- 
ment there is revealed to us, amid the fleet- 
ing beauties of Time, the immobile pres- 
ence of eternal beauty, immutable arche- 
type and source of the grace and loveli- 
ness beheld in the shifting scenes of the 
flowing world of sense. Such, I take it, is 
art’s contribution to our human release 
from the tyranny of change and the law of 
death. 

And now what should be said of science? 
Not so brief and far less simple would be 
the task of characterizing or even enu- 
merating the many things that in the great 
drama of modern science have been as- 
sigiied the role of invariant forms of real- 
ity or eternal modes of being. It would be 
necessary to mention first of all, as most 
imposing of all, our modern form of the 
ancient doctrine of fate, I mean the reign- 
ing conception of our universe as an in- 
finite machine — a powerful conception that 
more and more fascinates scientific minds 
even to the point of obsession and accord- 
ing to which it should be possible, were 
knowledge sufficiently advanced, to formu- 
late, in a system of differential equations, 
the whole of cosmic history from eternity 
to eternity in minutest detail, not even ex- 
cluding a skeptic’s doubt whether such 
formulation be theoretically possible nor 
excluding the conviction, which some minds 
have, that the doctrine, regarded as an 
ultimate creed, is an abominable libel 
against the character of a world where the 
felt freedom of the human spirit is not an 
illusion. It would be necessary to men- 
tion — as next perhaps in order of impres- 
siveness — another doctrine that is, curi- 
ously enough, vividly reminiscent of old- 
time fate. I allude this time to the doc- 
trine of heredity, a tremendous concep- 
tion, in accordance with which — as Pro- 
fessor W. B. Smith has said in hig recent 
powerful address on “Push or Pull?”~ 
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“the remotest past reaches out its skeletal 
fingers and grapples both present and fu- 
ture in its iron grip.’’ And there is the 
conservation of energy and that of mass — 
both of them, again, doctrines prefigured 
in the thought of ancient Greece — and nu- 
merous other so-called natural laws, simple 
and complex, familiar and unfamiliar, all 
posing as permanent forms of reality — as 
natural invariants under the infinite sys- 
tem of cosmic transformations — and thus 
■together constituting the enlarging con- 
tribution of natural science towards the 
slow vindication of a world that has 
seemed capricious, lawless and imperma- 
nent. 

Such, then, is a conspectus, suggested 
rather than xwrtrayed, of the results which 
the great allies of mathematics, operating 
through the ages, hive achieved in their 
passionate endeavor to transcend the 
tragic vicissitudes and limitations of life 
in an “ever-growing and perishing” uni- 
verse and to win at length the freedom, the 
dignity and the peace of a stable world 
where order and harmony reign and spir- 
itual goods endure. If we are to arrive at 
a really just or worthy sense of the hu- 
man significance of mathematics, it is in 
relation with those great results of her 
sister enterprises that the achievements of 
this science must be appraised. Immense 
indeed and high is the task of criticism as 
thus conceived. How diverse and mani- 
fold the doctrines to be evaluated, what 
depths to be plumbed, what heights to be 
scaled, how various the relationships and 
dignities to be assigned their rightful place 
in the hierarchy of values. In the pres- 
ence of such a task what can we think or 
say in the remaining moments of the hourT 
If we have succeeded in setting the prob- 
lem in its proper light and in indicating 
the sole eminence from which the matter 
may be rightly viewed, we ought perhaps 


to be content with that as the issue of the 
hour, for it is worth while to sketch a 
worthy program of criticism even if time 
fails us to perform fully the task thus set 
And yet I can not refrain from inviting 
you to imagine, before we close, a few at 
least of the things that one who essayed 
the great critique would submit to his 
auditors for mediation. And what do you 
imagine the guiding lines and major 
themes of his discourse would bef 
I fancy he would say: The question be- 
fore us, ladies and gentlemen, is not a 
question of weighing utilities nor of count- 
ing applications nor of measuring mate- 
rial gains ; it is a question of human ideals 
together with the various means of pur- 
suing them and the differing degrees of 
their approximation ; we are occupied with 
a question of appreciation, with the prob- 
lem of values. I am, he would say, ad- 
dressing you as representatives of man, and 
in so doing, I am not regarding man as a 
mere practician, as a hewer of wood and 
drawer of water, as an animal content to 
serve the instincts for shelter and food and 
reproduction. I am contemplating him as 
a spiritual being, as a thinker, poet, 
dreamer, as a lover of knowledge and 
beauty and wisdom and the joy of har- 
mony and light, responding to the lure of 
an ideal destiny, troubled by the mystery 
of a bsfSing world, conscious subject of 
tragedy, yearning for stable reality, for 
infinite freedom, for perpetuity and a 
thousand perfections of life. As represent- 
atives of such a being, you, he would say, 
and I, even if we be not ourselves produ- 
cers of theology or philosophy or seienee or 
jurisprudence or art or mathematics, are 
nevertheless rightful inheritors of all this 
manifold wisdom of man. The question is : 
What is the inheritance worth t We are 
the heirs and we are to be the judges of 
the great responses that time has made to 
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the epiritual needs of humanity. What 
are the responses worth? What are their 
values, joint and several, absolute and 
relative? And what, especially, is the hu- 
man worth of the response of mathematics? 
It is, he would say, not only our privilege, 
but, as educated individuals and especially 
as representatives of our race, it is our 
duty, to ponder the matter and reach, if 
we can, a right appraisement. For the 
proper study of mankind is man, and it is 
essential to remember that *^La vie de la 
science e$t la critique,^ ^ I have, he would 
say, tried to make it clear that mathematics 
is not an isolated science. I have tried to 
show that it is not an antagonist, nor a rival, 
but is the comrade and ally of the other 
great forms of spiritual activity, all aim- 
ing at the same high end. I have re- 
minded you of the principal answers made 
by these to the spiritual needs of man, and 
I do not, he would say, desire to underrate 
or belittle them. They are a precious in- 
heritance. Many of them have not, indeed, 
stood the test of time ; others will doubtless 
endure for aye; all of them, for a longer 
or shorter period, have softened the ways 
of life to millions of men and women. 
Neither do I desire, he would say, to ex- 
aggerate the contributions of mathematics 
to the spiritual weal of humanity. What 
I desire is a fair comparative estimate of 
its claims. “Truth is the beginning of 
every good thing, both to gods and men/* 
I am asking you to compare, consider and 
judge for yourselves. The task is arduous 
and long. 

There are, our critic would say, certain 
paramount oozisiderations that every one 
in such an enterprise must weigh, and a 
few of them may, in the moments that re- 
main, be passed in brief review. Con- 
sider, for example, our human craving for 
a world of stable reality. Where is it to be 
found? We know the answer of theology, 


of philosophy, of natural science and the 
rest. We know, too, the answer of litera- 
ture and general thought: 

The cloud-capped towers, the gorgeous palaces. 

The solemn temples, the great globe itself, 

Yea, all which it inherit, ahall dissolve, 

And, like the baseless fabric of this vision, 

Leave not a rook behind. 

And now what, he would aslc, is the answer 
of mathematics ? The answer, he would have 
to say, is this: Transcending the flux of 
the sensuous universe, there exists a stable 
world of pure thought, a divinely ordered 
world of ideas, accessible to man, free from 
the mad dance of time, infinite and eternal. 

Consider our human craving for free- 
dom. Of freedom there are many kinds. 
Is it the freedom of limitless room, where 
our passion for outward expression, for 
externalization of thought, may attain its 
aim? It is to mathematics, our critic 
would say, that man is indebted for that 
priceless boon; for it is the cunning of 
this science that has at length contrived to 
release our long imprisoned thought from 
the old confines of our three-fold world of 
sense and opened to its wing the intermin- 
able skies of hyperspace. But if it be a 
more fundamental freedom that is meant, 
if it.be freedom of thought proper — free- 
dom, that is, for the creative activity of 
intellect — then again it is to mathematics 
that our faculties must look for the defi- 
nition and a right estimate of their pre- 
rogatives and power. For, regarding this 
matter, we may indeed acquire elsewhere 
a suspicion or an inkling of the truth, but 
mathematics, and nothing else, is qualified 
to give us knowledge of the fact that our 
intellectual freedom is absolute save for a 
single limitation — ^the law of non-contra- 
diction, the law of logical compatibility^ 
the law of intellectual harmony — sole re- 
striction imposed by “the nature of 



680 


SCIENCE 


[N. 8. VoL. XLtI* No. 1089 


things'' or by logic or by the muses upon 
the creative activity of the human spirit. 

Consider next, the critic might say, our 
human craving for a living sense of rap- 
port and comradeship with a divine Being 
infinite and eternal Except through the 
modern mathematical doctrine of infinity, 
there is, he would have to say, no rational 
way by which we may even approximate 
an understanding of the supernal attri- 
butes with which our faculty of idealization 
has clothed Deity — no way, except this, by 
which our human reason may gaze under- 
standingly upon the downward-looking as- 
pects of the overworld. But this is not all. 
I need not, he vould say, remind you of 
the reverent saying attributed to Plato 
that '‘God is a geometrician." Who is so 
unfortunate as not to know something of the 
religious awe, the solace and the peace that 
come from cloistral contemplation of the 
purity and everlastingness of mathematical 
truth? 

Mighty is the charm of those abstractions to a 
mind beset with images and haunted by himself. 

"More frequently," says Wordsworth, 
speaking of geometry, 

More frequently from the same source I drew 
A pleasure quiet and profound, a sense 
Of permanent and universal sway. 

And paramount belief; there, recognized 
A type, for finite natures, of the one 
Supreme Existence, the surpassing life 
Which to the boundaries of space and time, 

Of melancholy space and doleful time, 

Superior and incapable of change, 

Not touched by welterings of passion — ^is, 

And hath the name of Qod. Transcendent peace 
And silence did wait upon those thoughts 
That were a frequent comfort to ray youth. 

And so our spokesman, did time allow, 
might continue, inviting his auditors to 
consider the relations of mathematics to 
yet other great ideals of humanity — our 
human craving for rectitude of thought, 
for ideal justice, tot dominion over the 


energies and ways of the material universe, 
for imperishable beauty, for the dignity 
and peace of intellectual harmony. We 
know that in all such cases the issue of the 
great critique would be the same, and it is 
needless to pursue the matter further. The 
light is clear enough. Mathematics is, in 
many ways, the most precious response 
that the human spirit has made to the oaJ 
of the infinite and eternal It is man's 
best revelation of the "Deep Base of the 
World." 

Cassius J. Keybeb 

Columbia UNivmtsiTy 

THE NATIONAL ACADEMT OF SCIENCES 
PRELIMINARY PROOBAM OP BOIENTmC PAPERS FOB 
THE AUTUMN MEETING, NOVEMBER 16-lY 

The National Academy of Sciences will 
hold its stated autumn meeting at the Amer- 
ican Museum of Natural History, New Tork 
City, on November 15, 16 and 17. The council 
will meet at 4 p.m. on Monday, November 16. 
There will be a lecture on " The Problem of 
Aerial Transmission ” by Professor M. I. 
Pupin, of Columbia University, at 8 p.m,, 
followed by a reception in the museum. On 
Tuesday and Wednesday morning at 0 :30 a.m, 
there will be business sessions of the academy, 
followed at 10 :30 by public scientific sessions. 
On the afternoon of November 16, there will 
be four papers of general interest. On the 
afternoon of November 17, luncheon will be 
served at the New York Zoological Park, fol- 
lowed by a visit to the New York Botanical 
Garden and afternoon tea. There will be a 
dinner on the evening of November 16 at the 
Chemists' Club. 

The preliminary program of scientific papers 
is as follows: 

The Nattire of Cell Folarit^: Edwin G. Conklin. 
Heredity of Siatwre: Oh as. B. Davenpobt, 

Parental Alooholiem and Mental Ability, a Com- 
parative Study of Habit Formation in the White 
Hat: B. C. IIaoBowilu (Introduced by 
CJhablbs B. Bayenport.) 

The purpose of this investigation is to eermpare 
the mental capabilitieB of rats whose parents were 
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alooholle with those of rats of normal parentage. 
It is commonly claimed that in man^ the children of 
alcoholics are less teachable than children of nor- 
mals. Howerer, the exceeding difficulty of obtain- 
ing genetically comparable controls in man makes 
the study of a lower animal, although vastly differ- 
ent psychologically, of great interest, since double 
first cousins — the closest relation^ip possible for 
such comparisons — can be used. The first criterion 
used for judging mental activity has been habit 
formation in a Watson puszle box. The habit to 
be learned consists of a trip around behind the 
box, breaking an electric circuit and so opening the 
front door, and returning to the front, entering 
the box for the reward of food. The data re- 
corded consist in the times required to open and 
enter the door of the puzsle box. Each rat has 
been given 225 trials; 145 rats have been em- 
ployed in this training. The data, summarized in 
various ways, have been represented by graphs. 
Awaiting the results of a second set of training 
experiments of a different nature, which are be- 
ing conducted as a check on the first method, no 
general conclusions are given and only provisional 
conclusions are drawn about the present work. 

Bdle of the Lymphocytes in Eesistame to Conner; 

JxMjBS B. Mubfhv. (Introduced by Jacqubs 

Loss.) 

Experifnental ObseriJoftons on Certain Phenomena 

of Growth: Thomas B. Osborne and Laxatsttb 

B, Mendel. 

The growth impulse, or capacity to grow, can 
be retained and exercised at periods far beyond 
the age at which gro^^h ordinarily ceases. In 
the case of our experimental animals, albino rats, 
in which increment of body weight ordinarily 
ceases before the age of 300 days, resumption and 
completion of growth was readily obtained at an 
age of more than 550 days. It is now reasonable 
to ask whether the capacity to grow can ever be 
lost unless it is exercised. Even after very pro- 
longed periods of auppression of growth, the ani- 
male can subsequently reach the full eiee character- 
istic of their ipecies. In this respect there is no 
Impairment of the individual. The satisfactory 
resumption of growth can be attained not only 
after stunting by underfeeding, but also after the 
cessation of growth which results when the diet 
contains proteins unsuitable for the synthatie 
processes of growth or is low in protein. Growth 
in the eases referred to is resumed at a rate nor- 
mal for the size of the animal at the time. It 
need not be slow, and frequently it actually ex- 
ceeds the usual progress. The siae or age at which 


the inhibition of growth is effected does not alter 
the capacity to resume growth. Even when the 
suppression of growth is attempted for very long 
periods at a very email size (body weight) the 
restoration may be adequate when a suitable diet is 
furnished. The procreative functions are not 
necessarily lost by prolonged failure to grow be- 
fore the stage of development at which breeding 
is ordinarily possible. The period of growth may 
be greatly prolonged by inadequacies in the diet, 
so that growth becomes very slow without being 
completely inhibited. Though the time of reaching 
full siae is thus greatly delayed, growth, as ex- 
pressed by suitable body weight, can ultimately 
be completed even during the course of long^con- 
tinued retardation. The methods of partially re- 
tarding or completely suppressing growth are too 
varied and unlike to permit final answers as yet 
regarding the outcome of ell of the procedures of 
inhibition for the subsequent welfare of the in- 
dividual. Our observations apply to the effects 
upon size and a few other incidental features men- 
tioned. Although it is doubtful whether the 
fundamental features will be altered, far reach- 
ing dogmatic statements are scarcely justifiable 
until the experiments have been extended to in- 
clude other factors and animal species. A de- 
tailed account of the work will appear in an early 
issue of the Journal of Biological Chemistry, 

The Calorimeter as an Interpreter of the Life 

Processes: Graham Lusk. 

The measurement of the heat production in fer- 
mentation of sugar by yeast cells indicates a 
height of cellular activity, approximating that 
posible in the cells of mammalian tissue as has 
been shown by Rubner. The basal heat produc- 
tion in an adult man is very closely proportional 
to the surface area, although the age of the 
organism also plays an important part in this 
regard. In only a very few conditions of 
disease is the heat production decidedly changed. 
Thus, in conditions such as fever and exoph- 
thalmic goiter there is a largely increased 
heat production, fortunately the ingestion of 
food under these circumstances does not cause a 
greater heat production than such food would 
effect if given to a normal man. In all diseased 
conditions there is no departure from the manner 
of utlltxatlou of the important food stuffs, with 
the striking exception of diabetes. 

Vltramiofoeoopic Btudy of the Pibrin-gel: W. H. 
Howell. 

The fibrin formed in the coagulation of blood 
has been described as consisting of a coarse net- 
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work of fibrils, but examioation of the clot under 
the ultra-microficope demonstrates that it is de- 
posited as a meshwork of needles or crystals, which 
are formed separately and subsequently cohere 
to make a firm gel. The traditional fibrin net- 
work must be considered as an artefact produced 
by mechanical stress. In diluted plasmas or in 
solutions of fibrinogen made to clot by the addi- 
tion of thrombin, the process of formation of the 
needles can be followed to a certain extent. They 
develop by the aggregation of ami crons to form 
visible particles which assume quickly the shape of 
short rods. These latter may exhibit at first very 
active movements, more abrupt and extensive than 
the ordinary Brownian movements. The minute 
rods lengthen into needles presumably by accretion, 
although the actual process can not be followed. 
The retraction of the clot is one of its characteris- 
tic properties and must be referred to a slow con- 
densation of the needles due to a closer aggrega> 
tiou of the particles. A moderate concentration 
jn hydroxyl-ions in the fibrinogen solutions ox 
plasmas increases the degrees of dispersion of the 
colloidal particles, and in this condition the addi- 
tion of thrombin causes the formation of a gel of 
an entirely different character. This gel is non- 
retract ile and under the nltra-microscope reveals 
no visible structure. Neutralisation or slight 
acidification, insufldcient to precipitate the fibrin- 
ogen, restores the property of giving fibrin- 
needles by interaction with thrombin. With the 
exception of the gels of the sodium salts of the 
fatty acids described by Zsigmondy, fibrin is the 
only gel formed by an emulsion colloid which ex- 
hibits clearly a vectorial or crystalline structure. 
As far as the observations have been carried, this 
peculiar characteristic is exhibited by the blood 
of all the vertebrates. In the blood of inverte- 
brates (Crustacea), a different gel is formed in 
clotting. 

Origin of the Flight of Birde: C. Willum Bbkbb. 

(Introduced by Hxk&t FAiamLO Osboek.) 

Mr. Beebe has discovered both in the young of 
living birds and in Arohceopteryx a series of pow- 
erful fiight feathers on the hind limb, which he 
will demonstrate in support of a new theory of 
the origin of the flight of birds. 

OrMthologicdl Bufveg of the Andes and Weetem 

CoaH of South Afnerioa: F&ane M. CkapiicAK. 

(Introduced by Hbmby FAiamu) Osbc«n,) 

The ornithologieal survey of the west coast of 
South America and of the Andes is now in its 
fourth year. It is organised along the lines which 
the United States Biological Survey has intro- 


duced in this country. Ur, Chapman will present 
a resume oi the methods of exploration of the 
area already covered and of the principal results 
attained in regard to the origin and geographic 
distribution of the bird life of western South 
America. 

The Archegonium and Sporophgie of Treubia <n- 

signis Ooebel: Douglas Houghton OampbxlX/. 

(To be read by Brofessob Coulter.) 

Treubia is a remarkably large liverwort discov- 
ered by Goebel in western Java. It has since been 
found in several widely separated regions. The 
writer discovered it on Mt, Banajao, Luzon, the 
only station yet reported for the Philippines. The 
material for the present paper was collected by 
the writer at the original station, Tjibodas, in 
western Java, in 1906. The archegonium differs 
from that of other liverworts in the increased 
number of rows of peripheral cells in the neck, 
there being always more than six. The young 
embryo has a large haustorium, much like that 
found in PodofUitrium or Palloircinia. The foot 
is not clearly delimited, and the differentiation of 
the sporogenous tisene takes place at a later 
period than is usual. No elaterophore is present, 
and no definite relation of spore mother-cells and 
elaters can be detected. The elaters finally be- 
come very long. A very massive calyptra is de- 
veloped. The ripe capsule is ovoid in form, and 
opens by four somewhat irregular valves. Treubia 
probably is the nearest to the typical leafy liver- 
worts (Aorogynoe), of any anacrogynous liverwort. 

FoesU CeUeareous Algos from the Panama CamU 

Zone, with Beference to Beef-building Algm: 

Marshall A. Howe. (Introduced by N. L, 

Britton.) 

After referring to the recent marked develop- 
ment of interest in the fossil calcareous algn and 
the increasing recognition of their importance in 
the formation of limestones, the speaker will dls- 
oues in some detail certain LithothamniesB, col- 
lected in Pleistocene and (Migocene strata of the 
Panama Canal Zone by T. Wayland Vaughan and 
D. F, MacDonald, of the United States Geological 
Survey. Lantern slides will be shown illustrating 
the habit and microscopic structure of three spe- 
oiee which are to be described as new. One of 
these, from the Pleistocene fiats near Mt Hope, the 
speaker considera to be represented also by living 
BpeclmenB found by him in the Colon region, only 
a few kUometers distant. The other two, frem the 
Oligocene, pcrhR|Hi find their nearest relatives in 
certain fossils from the Tertiary of Austria* 
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ifi Flant$ and its Inheritance: A. B. 
Stout. (Introduced by N. L. Britton.) 

The different typee of sterility are discussed as 
a basis for the presentation of data on the phe- 
nomena of self and cross sterility involving physio- 
logical incompatibility. The evidence pertain- 
ing to the behavior and inheritance of this type 
of sterOitj in the flowering plants is summarized 
and original data presented giving the results of 
controlled self and cross pollinations with Cioho- 
riutn IntyhuSf which involve nearly 500 plants and 
125,000 individual flowers. The existence of self 
and cross sterility within this species is estab- 
lished, and the appearance of self -fertile plants is 
reported. Progenies of self-fertile plants have 
been studied into the third generation exhibiting 
with respect to self and cross sterility very ir- 
regular behavior and most sporadic inheritance. 

Seoent Explorations in the Cactus Deserts of 
South America: J, N. EoaB. (Introduced by 
K L. Britton.) 

The field work in connection with the cactus in- 
vestigation of the Carnegie Institution of Wash- 
ington contemplated a study of tho deserts of not 
only North America but also of South America, 
the latter of which had never been thoroughly and 
consecutively explored. Two seasons have been 
given to J^uth America, where an enormous 
amount of material has been gathered. The three 
following great deserts have been explored: First, 
the desert of western Argentina. This includes all 
of western Argentina. It resembles in its com- 
ponent parts the deserts of Arizona. Second, the 
desert of central Brazil. This is composed of the 
western parts of the states of Bahia and Pernam- 
buco. It is very similar to the desert region of 
Santo Domingo, and the typical genera are nearly 
all West Indian. Third, the desert of Peru and 
Chile. This comprises aH of western Peru and 
nortlieni Chile. Its flora is the most distinct of 
any of the South American deserts. 

Some Factors Affectinff the Inheriianee Satios in 
Shepherd *s Purse; Gbo. H. Shull. (Introduced 
by Ohab. B, DamimT.) 

The jReepWaiorp Eatio of Cacti in Metation to 
thek Actdiiy: Eitmamr M. Biobabos. (Intro- 
duced hy B. A. Habpie.) 

SotM Studies ia Morphogenesit: B. A. Habfxh. 

Can We Observe Organic Evolution in jProgretsf 
HtWtWIT S, JRNNINOS. 

Orihoffeneeie in FlanU: John M. Coultbr, 


The gymnosperms famish the best illustrations 
among plants of what is called progressive evolu- 
tion, or orthogenesis. Many lines of advance can 
be traced in unbroken series from the Devonian 
to the present time, involving structures that have 
been assumed to be beyond the influence of ex- 
ternal conditions. Three such lines are used as 
illustrations, (1) The Egg . — In the history of 
gymnosperms there is a gradual shifting of the 
time of appearance of the egg in the ontogeny of 
the gametophyte. In the most primitive forms the 
appear at the full maturity of the gamo- 
tophyte. An unbroken series can be traced, rep- 
resenting an earlier appearance of eggs, extending 
from full maturity of the gametophyte, to very 
early embryonic stages. Experimental work upon 
sexuality in plants has shown that the appearance 
of gametes is in response to certain conditions of 
metabolism, and these conditions are associated 
with minimum vegetative activity. Any change 
of conditions shortening the period of vegetative 
activity would thereby hasten the appearance of 
eggs in the ontogeny of the gametophyte. This 
is exactly the result that, in the case of gymno- 
sperms, would follow the differentiation of the 
year into definite seasons. The conclusion is that 
orthogenesis in this case holds some relation to the 
evolution of climate. (2) The Proembryo . — A 
similar illustration of progressive evolution is 
offered by the earlier and earlier appearance of 
wall-formation in the development of the pro- 
embryo, until the stage of free nuclei is elimi- 
nated. Since the progressive changes in the ap- 
pearance of eggs and the development of the 
proembryo in general proceed pari passu, the in- 
ference is that they are both responsive to the 
same changing conditions. (8) The Cotj/Icdons. — 
Becent work has shown that the number of coty- 
ledons is also a response to conditions affecting 
vegetative activity. Among the causes that de- 
termine the progress from polyeotyledony or di- 
cotyledony to monocotyledony, a conspicuous one 
is the rate of growth of the subsequent members 
of the embryo, and this rate is a re^onse to con- 
ditions for vegetative activity. The general con- 
clusion is that the phenomenon of orthogenesis 
among plants is to be explained, not as the resnlt 
of an inherited tendency,’’ but as a continuous 
response to progressive changes in the conditions 
of vegetative activity. 

Inveeiigaiione Eecently Conducted in the Wolcott 

Oihhs Memorial Laboratory: Thxodosk W. 

BkCHAEDS. 

The Life of Sodium: B. B. Boltwood. 
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SwpcrimenU and Theory of Conioal Borne; In- 
etrumenta for MeasuremenU of Sound; An In- 
etrument for Finding the Direction of a Fog- 
signal: A. G. Websteh, 

The Biography of Alfred Marshall Mayer: AUHEP 
G. Mayer and Robert 8. Woodwarj). 

The Solar Badiation and its Variability: G. 0. 
Abbot. 

The Bew Draper Catalogue: Edward C, Picioib- 
INO. 

One of the largest pieces of routine work under- 
taken at the Harvard College Oheervatory is the 
New Praper Catalogue. Its object, primarily, ia 
to furnish the class of spectrum of all the stars so 
' far as thej can be determined from existing 
photographs. This clasaidcation was undertaken 
by Miss Annie J. Cannon, in October, 1911, and, 
by observations persistently maintained for four 
years, this portion of the work was practically 
completed, September 80, 1915. During this 
period, she classified 233,050 spectra, thus cover- 
ing the entire sky. Meanwhile, 196,758 of these 
stars have been identified, and 194,820 of them 
entered in the card catalogue. The entire work 
will fill nine of the quarto volumes of Annals of 
the observatory, and will also give photometric 
and photographic magnitudes of all the stars on a 
uniform scale. 

On the Albedo of the Moon and Planets: Henry 
Norris Rusbeld, (Introduced by Edward 0. 
Pickering.) 

A Possible Origin for Some Spiral NehuUs: 
George P, Becker, 

The paper seeks to show that the spiral, 
constant, is of use in interpreting the phenomena. 
Concomitant Changes in the Farth*s Magnetism 
and Solar Badiaiion: L, A. BaUER. (Intro- 
duced by B. 8. Woodward,) 

The author's preliiuinary conclusions respect- 
ing appreciable changes in the earth's magnetic 
state, concomitant with changes in the intensity 
of solar radiation as shown by Abbot's solar-eon- 
stant values, are confirmed by a fresh investigation 
based upon solar and magnetic data for 1918 and 
1914. It is found, for example, that decreased 
solar constant is accompanied by an increase In 
the constant used to define, at any time, the 
earth's magnetic State, and by a decrease in the 
range of the diurnal variation of the earth's mag- 
netism. The numerical relationship between 
changes in solar constant and magnetic constant, 
or in the magnetic diurnal range, is shown to be 
sufficiently definite to strengthen the conclusions 
reached by Abbot respecting the sun 's variability. 


Diagrams wore exhibited showing how, with the 
aid of the relation found, certain puaaling fea- 
tures respecting the secular variation of the 
earth's magnetism and its so-called ^'non-cyclic 
daily change," may be readily explained. 

Bxperiments on the Mean Free Path of Oases: 

Observations on Wood*s One-dimensionat Gas: 

Fred E. Wright and J. C. Hostettbb, (In- 
troduced by Arthur L. Day.) 

In a paper on "Ono-dimensional Gases and the 
Experimental Determination of the Daw of Be- 
fiection for Gas Molecules," presented before this 
academy at its April meeting, Professor B. W. 
Wood directed attention to interesting phenomena 
which he ascribed to reflection of mercury atoms 
from an optically plane glass surface. Inspired 
by this paper it occurred to us to apply Wood's 
method to crystal plates and to ascertain if the 
crystal symmetry affects the distribution of the 
reflected mercury atoms. The experiments, with 
the exception of two which yielded no results of 
value, were all performed during the month of 
May, but the publication of the results has been 
postponed for reasons beyond our control. Our 
preliminary results led at once to the construction 
of a new piece of apparatus by means of which 
evidence was obtained proving that a large part 
of the phenomena are to be explained on the basis 
of the kinetic theory of gases; they show that in 
high vacua of pressures of only 0.2 bar there is 
still sufficient gas present to inhibit the forma- 
tion of "one-dimensional gas," The experiments 
illustrate, moreover, the change, with pressure, of 
the mean free path of a given gas. Computations 
on the basis of the kinetic theory are in agreement 
with the experimental evidence and serve also to 
explain the clear xonal ring of no reflection ob- 
served both by Wood and by us. 

The Water Correction in Conductivity Determina- 
tions: James Kendall. (Introduced by Alex- 
ander Smith.) 

Conductivity water, however carefully prepared, 
can not be kept for more than a few minutes in 
contact with air without its specific conductivity 
rising to about 0.9 X 10^ reciprocal ohms at 25° 
C. This is the same as the calculated specific con- 
ductivity of water saturated with carbon dioxide 
under its atmospheric partial pressure (8.69 parts 
in 10,000); It is therefore possible to eliniinate 
entirely the influence of the water in exact con- 
ductivity measurements by correction for dis- 
solved carbonic acid. This has been done for very 
dilute eolutious of strong eleetrplytes (Arrheolue)} 
transition electrolytes (Kendall), and weak alee- 
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tralfteB (Walker and Kendall). The results in 
all cases oonfirm the Bssumption that the correc- 
tion thus applied is valid and complete. 

"Extremes of Adaptation in Carnivorous Dinosaurs, 
Tf/rannoaaurs and Omithomi?iiiLs : Hentiy Fair* 
FIELD OSBOBN. 

Complete skeletons of two of the most remark- 
able types of carnivorous dinosaursj TyrannO‘ 
saurus and Omithovniniiw, are mounted and ex- 
hibited especially at this meeting of the academy. 
l>r, Osborn will describe the two extremes of car- 
nivorous dinosaur adaptation which they respec- 
tively represent. 

Influence of Certain Minerals on the Development 
of Schists and Gneisses: C. K. Lbith. (Intro- 
duced by C. R, Van IIisi.) 

A brief account of the development of quantita- 
tive methods in the study of the metamorphic 
cycle, lending up to a consideration of the forma- 
tion of schists and gneisses. Evidence is pre- 
sented to show that the development of schists and 
gneieses means convergence to a few mineral types, 
and that the characteristics of a few minerals de- 
termine to a large extent the course of chemical, 
mineralogical and textural changes in dynamic 
metamorphism. 

Sculpture of the Mission Range, Montana: W. M. 
Davis. 

The Hission Range, one of the smaller members 
of the Rocky Mountains in western Montana, com- 
posed of deformed rocks, chiefly quartzites, has the 
appearance of a tilted and dissected fault block, 
trending north and south, about 70 miles in length. 
The steeper face, probably representing the bat- 
tered fault scarp, looks to the west. The low 
northern crest of the range emerges from the gla- 
cial deposits that floor the surrounding intermont 
depression at an altitude of 3,000 feet, and rises 
slowly southward with moderate undulation to an 
altitude of &,600 feet near its abrupt southern 
end. The eastern side of the range is said to slope 
more gently than the steep western face. The 
present features of the range due to erosion since 
uplift, as seen from the intermont depression on 
the west, may be divided into three oblique belts 
by two nearly parallel south-dipping planes, 
about 1,000 feet apart. The middle belt has 
smoothly-rounded summits, and full-bodied, large- 
textured, waste-covered spurs of mature normal 
degradation between wide-spaced, steep-pitching, 
consequent valleys. The upper and southernmost 
b^t incudes, besides the rounded, waste-covered 
foriias of normal erosion, bare-walled cirquw and 


troughs of local glaciation in more than a score of 
its high-reaching valleys; these features are best 
developed at the high southern end of the range, 
where the crest is locally sharpened into Alpine 
arCtes, and where the troughs, encroaching most 
broadly on the intervening spurs, reach down to the 
mountain base; at the middle of the range where 
its height is less, the cirques are faintly developed 
and the troughs extend only a few hundred feet 
down these valleys. The lower and northernmost 
belt shows many crags and knobs, cliffs and 
ledges, channels and hollows due to erosion by a 
broad and overwhelming glacier of Canadian 
origin. The northern half of this belt, or roughly, 
the northernmost fourth of the range, lies entirely 
beneath the slanting limit of Canadian glacial ac- 
tion, and is of disorderly form to its crest; the 
northernmost knobs, more or less detached from 
one another, rise hardly a hundred feet above the 
gravel plain: the southern half of the belt, in the 
second fourth of the range, preserves rounded nor- 
mal forms along its crest and lower and lower 
down on its flanks as mid-range-length is ap- 
proached; its valleys are barred across by morainic 
embankments along the slanting limit of the 
Canadian glacial action, and its spurs are imper- 
fectly truncated in rugged facets which descend 
abruptly into Flathead lake. The height of the 
facets and the altitude of the embankments de- 
crease southward; the facets become smaller and 
less continuous; the embankments become longer, 
larger and more continuous, until, curving away 
from the range base they unite in a noble terminal 
moraine, 400 or 500 feet in height and a mile or 
more in breadth, which swings westward across 
the intermont depression, separating Flathead lake 
on its northern concave side from the Mission 
plains of earlier glaciation on its southern, con- 
vex side. As far as I have seen and read, the 
Mission range is unique in its systematic tripartite 
arrangement of normal and glacial features. 

Crysialliifation of Quarte Veins: Waldemar Lind- 

GBZN. 

The Minor Constituents of Meteorites: Geobae P. 

Mebbill. (Introduced by A. L. Day.) 

A Feeuliar Clay from near the City of Mexico: E. 
W. Hiloabd. 

KARL EUGEK OVTHS 

At the first meeting of the year the presi- 
dent of the Research Club of the ITniveraity of 
Michigan read the following words of appre- 
oiatioh of the late ProfesBor Guthe : 
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It is very fitting at this meeting, the first of the 
Besearch Club since the death of ono of its spe- 
cially honored members, Karl Eugen Guthe, that 
some words of appreciation should be spoken and 
I know well that in what I shall say now I shall 
have the hearty consent and sympathy of the whole 
club. 

Sixteen years — 1893 to 1903i and 1909 to 3915 
— a teacher in the university, nine years an active 
member of this club, and three years the dean of 
the gradutite school, Dr. Guthe won for himself 
an unusually general and unusually cordial respect. 
His fine character, his high ideals, his constant 
loyalty to careful scholarship and scientific re- 
search made him a man whom it has been a bene- 
fit to us all to have known and to whom the uni- 
versity in its work as an educational institution 
and in its larger life, where the man as well as 
the teacher and officer makes himself felt, is in- 
debted greatly. 

It is pleasant to remember Dr. Guthe 's last 
paper before the Besearch Cliib, read at the Boger 
Bacon memorial meeting in April, 1914; a paper 
on Bacon as a scientist that was a model of con* 
scientious study and critical statement. 

It is pleasant, too, to remember how seriously 
and fnithfuny he appUed himsdf to the newly 
organized graduate school, seeking to put it and 
all its opportunities to the real service of produc- 
tive study. What he accomplished, moreover, has 
given the school a most valuable foundation. 

And, again, it is pleasant to remember in these 
days of national and racial differences, when so 
many are carried away by their partisan feeling, 
that although often at variance with the opinions 
and sympathies of many of his friends he neither 
gave offense to any nor took offense; and this, 
quite without sacrifice of his independence. He 
did indeed show, as too few have shown, how sel* 
enoe and its methods, its ideals and its purposes, 
may give men integrity and poise; winning for 
himself and his views the respect that with his 
sense of fairness he was so ready to accord to 
others and to their views. 

A true scholar, a faithful and efficient officer, 
and a most genial friend, l>r. Guthe was one whom 
we are glad to have had among us and whose mem- 
ory we may well cherish. 

SCIENTinC NOTES AND NEWS 
A GABhECOUH from Oopeabageo to the daily 
papers, tbe correctnesa of whioh is open to 

1 1903-1905 Doha Guthe was in the Bureau of 
Standards, Washington^ B. and 1905-1909 he 
was professor of physios in the University of Iowa. 


question, states that the Swedish govemment 
will award the Nobel prize in physios tO 
Thomas A. Edison and Nikola Tesla; and in 
chemistry to Professor Theodor Sredberg. 

PaoFBssOB Adolf von Baeyer celebrated his 
"eightieth birthday on October 81, With the 
beginning of the present semester he retired 
from the chair of chemistry at Munich in 
which he succeeded von Liebig in 1875. 

Professor Eduard Bruoener has been 
elected president and Professor Eugen Ober- 
huinmer vice-president of the Vienna Geo- 
graphical Society. 

Dr. David W. Cheever, of Boston; Dr. Wil- 
fred T. Grenfell, of Labrador; Dr. Stephen 
Smith, of New York; and Dr. Lewis McL. 
Tiffany, of Baltimore, were elected honorary 
fellows of the American College of Surgeons 
at its recent Boston meeting. 

On the occasion of the dedication of the 
Elizabeth Steel Magee Hospital the University 
of Pittsburgh conferred its doctorate of laws 
on Dr. John W. Williams, dean of the Johns 
Hopkins Medical School; Dr. Barton Cooke 
Hirst, professor of obstetrics, tJnivecrsity of 
Pennsylvania; end on Dr. Walter WUliam 
Ohipman, professor of obstetrics and gynecol- 
ogy, McGill University. 

Professor Henry S. JaooBT, of the ooUege. 
of civil engineering, Cornell University, has 
been elected president of the Society for the 
Promotion of Engineering Education for the 
year 1915-16. 

PaoiFSSBOB A. H. Whits has considered it 
necessary, owing to reasons of health, to resign 
the chair of pathology in the school of the 
Boyal College of Surgeons in Irdand, which 
he has held for the last seventeen years. 

Dr. John Casper Brannsa, whose resigna- 
tion of the presidency of Stanford University 
has been acoepted to take ^eot December 81,, 
will retire on a Oemegie pension and will con- 
tinue to live cm the Stanford campus. He 
will maintain an of&joe in the university, in 
accordance with the trustees’ invitation, and 
immediate after his retirement wQl be oc- 
cupied for some time in a revision of two p£ 
his books, ea^ of whioh is about to be pub- 
lished in a third edition*^ Portoguese 
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grammar and his elementary text-book of 
geology, written in Portuguese for students of 
Brazil. In accepting Dr. Brenner’s resigna- 
tion and appointing Dr, Ray Lyman Wilbur 
to succeed him, the Stanford board of trustees 
expressed “ its obligation to Dr. Branner for 
his long and faithful service to the university 
and for his self-sacri£ce in extending his term 
of service as president until December 81, 
1915, at the urgent request of the board,” 

As an outcome of tlie recent Manchester 
meeting, the British Association has, as we 
learn from iV'a^ure, invited the following 
gentlemen to serve on a committee to con- 
sider and report upon the question of fuel 
economy (utilization of coal and smoke pre- 
vention), from a national point of view : Pro- 
fessor W. A. Bone, of the Imperial College of 
Science and Technology, London (chairman) ; 
Mr. E. D. Simon, chairman of the Manchester 
Air Pollution Committee (secretary) ; Pro- 
fessors P, P. Bedson (Armstrong College, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne), J, W. Cobb and J, B. 
Cohen (Leeds University), H. B. Dixon 
(Manchester University), Thomas Gray 
(Royal Technical College, Glasgow), H. S, 
Hele-Shaw (London), L. T. O’Shea and W, P. 
Wynne (Sheffield University), and Richard 
Threlfall (Birmingham), together with Dr. 
G. T. Beilby (Glasgow), Mr. Ernest Bury and 
Dr. J. £. Stead (Middlesbrough and the 
Cleveland district). The committee, which is 
empowered to add if necessary to its members, 
has been selected so as to include representa- 
tive chemists, engineers and technologists from 
all the principal industrial areas. 

At the third triennial conference of the 
National Association for the Study of Pel- 
lagra hold in Columbia, 8. C., October 21 and 
the following officers were elected ; president, 
Oapt. Joseph F. Siler, M,0., U. S. Army; vice- 
presidents, P. A, Surg, R. M, Ghfimm, U. S. 
P. H. S., and Henry W. Rice, Columbia, S. 0.; 
seoreta3^, Dr. James W. Babcock, Columbia, 
S. 0.> and treasurer, Dr. James A. Hayne, 
Columbia, S. 0. 

Tm Elisha Mitchell Society, University of 
North O&rolina, elected in October the follow- 
ing cAoers for the ensuing yej&r: James B. 


Bullitt, president; T, F. Hickerson, vice-presi- 
dent; and J. E. Smith, secretary and treasurer. 

Dk. David Oheeveh, of Boston, has been ap- 
pointed chief surgeon in charge of the third 
Harvard surgical unit, which leaves this 
month for France. The unit consists of thirty- 
six nurses and eight surgeons in addition to 
Dr. Cheever. 

Another party of American physicians re- 
turned to the United States on October 20 
aboard the steamer Ore tic. The members of 
this party who had been serving in Serbia wore 
Dr. Louise Taylor- Jones, who established a 
hospital for babies at Nish; Dr. Thomas W. 
Jackson, of Washington, D, C., who succeeded 
Dr. Richard P. Strong as head of the Amer- 
ican Sanitary Commission in Serbia; Dr. 
Joseph Thompson, of Cleveland, Ohio; and 
Dr. George W. Mellon, of Beaver, Pa,, who 
will return to Belgrade after a three weeks’ 
leave of absence in this country. 

Dr. Henry A. Streoker has been appointed 
chief medical inspector of the Philadelphia 
Bureau of Health, in succession to Dr. Charles 
A. Groff. 

Professor Henry Louis Ribtz, of the de- 
partment of mathematics of the University of 
Illinois, has been appointed by Governor 
Duime a member of the coimnission that is to 
investigate the operation of all pension laws 
heretofore enacted in the state. The commis- 
sion is also to collect information from this 
country and foreign lands and is to make a 
report to the next general assembly. 

Henry B. Steer, a graduate of Cornell Uni- 
versity in forestry, has received an appoint- 
ment for forest work in the Indian Office, 
U. S. Department of the Interior. Ho will 
work on the eastern Cherokee lands in western 
North Carolina, 

Professor Leonard Hbonauh has been ap- 
pointed soils and crop specialist for field work 
xmder the direction of the extension depart- 
ment of the Washington State OoUega 

Mb. F, R. WuLsm is returning from Mada- 
gascar where he has been for about six months, 
collecting for the Zoological Museum, Harvard 
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UniTeraity^ after a long trip in Britisli East 
Africa for the same purpose. 

B. I, Smith, formerly professor of entomol- 
ogy in the University of Porto Rico, College 
of Agriculture, Mayaguez, has been placed in 
charge of the Boston office for the foreign cot- 
ton quarantine, against the pink boll worm of 
Egypt and other countries. 

Dr. Samuel W. Stratton, director of the 
United States Bureau of Standards, gave an 
illustrated lecture before the etigineeriTig stu- 
dents of the Ohio State University on Novem- 
ber 5, on “ Tlie Work of the Bureau of 
Standards.” 

Dr. William S. Franklin, recently professor 
of physics in Lehigh University, lectured be- 
fore the students of Sibley College, Cornell 
University, on November 8, on " Some Me- 
chanical Analogies in Electricity and Mag- 
netism,” with experiments. On November 5, 
at a meeting of the local section of the Amer- 
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers, he gave 
a talk " On Electric Waves,” with demonstra- 
tions and experiments. 

Professor Marston Taylor Bogert, of 
Columbia University, on October 26, addressed 
the staff and students of the school of chemis- 
try of the University of Pittsburgh and of the 
Mellon Institute upon “ ReminiBcencee of 
F amous European Chemists and Ohemioal 
Laboratories.” 

The Swiney lectures on geology in connec- 
tion with the British Museum (Natural His- 
tory) will bo deliver£Mi by Dr, J. D. Falconer, 
beginning November 13. There will be twelve 
lectures on “ Ice and the Ice Age.” 

The lectures before the Royal College of 
Physicians of London this autumn are as fol- 
lows: The Bradshaw Lecture, by Dr. Mitchell 
Clarke, on November 2, the subject being nerv- 
ous affections of the sixth and seventh decades 
of life ; the FitePatrick Lectures on Novembor 
4 and 9, by Dr. W. H. R. Rivers, on medicine, 
magic and religion; and the Coulstonian Lec- 
tures, by Dr. Gordon Holmes, on November 
16, 18 and 23, on acute spinal lesions, with 
special reference to those of warfare. 


BRiQAnnsR-oBNxaAL Gsobob M. Sternberg, 
retired, surgeon-general of the army, from 
1808 to 1902, distinguished for his investiga- 
tions of yellow fever and other diseases, died 
at his home in Washington, on November 3, 
at the age of seventy-seven years. 

Wirt TaSsin, formerly chief chemist and 
assistant curator of the division of mineralogy, 
U. S. National Museum, since 1908 a consult- 
ing metallurgist at Chester, Pa., known for his 
contribution to mineralogy and metallurgy, 
died on November 2, at the ago of forty-six 
years. 

Dr. William Noyes, for fifteen years super- 
intendent of the Boston Insane Hospital, 
known for his work on neurology and psy- 
chiatry, died on October 20, at his home in 
Jamaica Plain, aged fifty -eight years. 

Felix Leconte, professor in physical and 
mathematical soienoes at the Univeisity of 
Ghent, died in London on October 11, aged 
fifty years. 

As a result of the explorations of the Sibe- 
rian expedition of the Museum of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, the university will 
shortly bo the possessor of a valuable collec- 
tion of ethnological specimens from the primi- 
tive Tungufl tribes in the arctic regions of 
Siberia, and the scientific world enriched by 
writings and data on a branch of the Mongo- 
lian race of which hitherto virtually nothing 
has been known. More than 700 miles were 
traveled by the explorers through a country al- 
most without food and sometimes with a tem- 
perature as low as 80 degrees below zero. The 
University Museum's Amazon Expedition has 
forwarded an account of its discovery of the 
original habitat of the Mondurucus Indians, 
a little-known tribe of savages who bdnead 
their enemies and then boil the heads. Dr. 
William 0. Farabee, who is in charge of the 
expedition, spent a long time among the Mun- 
durucus, studying their language, their man- 
ners and customs and making a vocabulary and 
writing down much of their folk-lore, as a re- 
sult of which he expects to settle absolutely 
the long vexed question of the relation of thk 
tribe to the 1?upi. He also visited villages of 
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the Apiacae and Manes and got important 
data. 

Ih connection with the twentieth anniver- 
sary celebration of the New York Botanical 
Garden, Miss Caroline Coventry Haynes pre- 
sented to the Garden the collection of Hepat- 
icfis formerly belonging to Dr. Marshall A. 
Howe, from whom she purchased it in 1909. 
This collection is especially rich in Californian 
material and includes most of the specimens 
described or cited by Dr, Howe in his me- 
moir on “ The Hepaticss and Anthocerotcs of 
California,” published in 1899. The collec- 
tion includes, besides, a considerable amount 
of foreign material received in exchanges with 
Schiffner, Levier, Heeg, and other European 
students of the Hepaticro. The pockets of 
specimens now turned over to the Garden 
number 1,174. The Ricciacea? of this herba- 
ri\im had already been deposited at the Gar- 
den. Certain specimens belonging to groups 
in which Miss Haynes is especially interested 
are being retained by her for a time, making the 
total number of pockets of specimens that are 
eventually to come to the Garden about 1,861. 
The New York Botanical Garden has received 
also one thousand dollars from the executor of 
the will of Jacob Langeloth, and this legacy 
has, by order of the board of managers, been 
credited to the principal of the Endowment 
Fund for Science and Education, increasing 
this fund to $76,455. 

Amoko the resources of California of great 
potential value and as yet only slightly devel- 
<^>ed are the mineral springs which abound in 
many parts of the state. Streams of pure 
water issue in large volume from the northern 
lava fields, but some of the desert springs yield 
strong brines. Some mountain regions yield 
springs of ice-cold water in mid-summer, and 
in the same vicinity are pools of vigorously 
boiling water. Water so corrosive that cloth- 
ing soon falls to pieces under its action is 
common in some localities; in others issue 
springs of hot, soft water excellent for laun- 
dry use. Several of the more noted springs are 
mere trickleB of pleasont-tasting carbonated 
wter; other and larger springs of more delici- 
ous natural ^^soda water” are at present re- 


mote from roads and are known only to the 
hunter and prospector. Many springs form 
deposits of salt that are welcomed by cattle 
and wild animals as deer licks ” ; others are a 
menace to small life because of the purgative 
salts they contain or of the great amount of 
carbonic-acid gas they give ofi. The chemical 
constituents produce notable coloring in many 
waters, giving in some springs shades of yellow, 
green or blue, and at one place a milky and on 
inky-black stream issue side by side. In con- 
nection with studies of other phases of the 
water resources of California G. A. Waring, 
of the United States Geological Survey, made 
an examination of the springs, and the results 
are embodied in Water-supply Paper 338. Of 
the 600 springs described in this paper, more 
than 100 are used to greater or less extent as 
resorts, but only about one third of this num- 
ber have been patronized primarily for the 
curative value of their waters, the others being 
noted chiefly as pleasure resorts. At a few, 
however, equipment comparable with that of 
the well-known European spas is in xise and 
advanced practise in tlierapeutic treatment is 
employed. 

Rubber manufacture involves the use of 
numerous poisonous substances, of which lead 
salts, antimony pentasulphide, aniline oil, 
carbon disulphide and carbon tetrachloride 
are the most dangerous. The operations in- 
volving exposure to these poisons, however, 
employ but a small projwrtion of the large 
number of workers. No women and very few 
boys are engaged in such operations. A lesser 
danger is found in the use of coal-tar benzol 
and of various petroleum products, such as 
naphtha, benzine, etc. A considerable number 
of the workers, including women and boys, are 
exposed to the ftames of these compounds. 
These facts are brought out in an investiga- 
tion by Dr. Alice Hamilton of the industrial 
poisons used in the rubber industry, the results 
of which have just been published as Bulletin 
179 of the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the 
Department of Labor. While it was impos- 
sible to get complete data as to the frequency 
of industrial poisoning in the rubber industry, 
records were secured of no less than 66 cases 
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of lead iwisoning which occurred in 1914 
amoTig the rubber workers in the United 
States. Oases were also found of naphtha 
poisoning, and of poisoning from carbon di- 
sulphide, carbon tetracliloride and aniline oil 
The dangerous nature of some of the com- 
I)ounds used in the rubber industry is not as 
yet commonly known, so that cases of indus- 
trial poisoning may occur without being recog- 
nized as such and ascribed to their true causOi 
Also, in the case of some of the compounds, 
the symptoms of poisoning may be obscure or 
may not develop until some time after the ex- 
posure lias taken place, so that again the re- 
sulting harm may not be ascribed to its true 
cause. The investigation on which the bu- 
reau’s report is based covered 35 rubber fac- 
tories, located in fifteen cities or towns in nine 
states. Practically every branch of the rubber 
industry was included among the activitieB 
of these factories. The processes of rubber 
manufacturing are many and various and 
there is a great difference in the extent to 
which men and women employed in the differ- 
ent branches are exposed to the danger of 
poisonous dusts and fumes. 


VNlVSnSlTY AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS 

By the will of the late A. F. Eno, his resid- 
uary estate, which may be very large, is be- 
queathed to Columbia University, 

The American Association of University 
Professors will bold its annual meeting in 
Washington, D. C., on Friday, December 81, 
1915, and Saturday, January 1, 1916. Besidee 
routine business, the principal matters to come 
before the association at this meeting will be 
the final adoption of the constitution, and the 
presentation and discussion of the general re- 
port and declaration of principles of the Com- 
mittee on Academic Freedom and Tenure of 
Office. 

Proitebsob Oornxuus Bktten, formerly with 
Lake Forest College, Ulinois, is now on the 
faculty of the New York State Agricultural 
College, Cornell Univeraity. 

Hebmak J. McLtsat, a student in the depart- 
ment of zoology of Columbia University, has 


been api)ointed instructor in biology at the 
Bice Institute, Houston, Texas. 

Dr. Geoboe von Pullinoee Davis has gone 
to Salt Lake City as professor of physiology in 
the University of Utah. 

Dr. Leo Loeb has been appointed professor 
of comparative pathology in the medical school 
of Washington University. 

DISCUSSION AND COEEE8PONDENCE 
THE POBtTION OP BEPERENOK8 IN JOURNAL 
ARTICLES 

To THE Editor of Science: The subject of 
Mr. Heyward Scudder’s letter in Science for 
October 1 (p, 454) is one that has long inter- 
ested me as author, as editor and as secretary 
of the British Association Committee on 
Zoological Bibliography and Publication. I 
therefore venture a few comments on his pro- 
Xiosals. 

It happens that I have just had to see 
through the press an article furnished with 
references in the precise manner desired by 
Mr. Scudder, The article, however, was so 
long that it had to be spread over three 
monthly parts of the periodical to which it was 
sent. Thus, on the proposed plan, the reader 
of the first two parts would have to wait one 
or two months for the references — a course 
that was quite inadmissible. This illustrates 
one frequent objection to the proposals. Mr. 
Scudder himself admits others, even when the 
article is less lengthy. 

There are two sets of people to be con- 
sidered : on the one hand, the editor and pub- 
lisher; on the other, the author and hb readers. 
Mr. Scudder’s main argument is the saving to 
the former, but the utmost saving that he 
claims does not amount to one per cent., and 
the average of all his actual instances shows a 
less saving than half a page in a hundreiL 
That amounts to 31 sheets in an edition of 
1,000 in octavo. The total pecuniary saving 
from the paper bill and the printer’s bill would 
thus be about two dollars, which equals one 
fifth of a cent per copy. The more important 
journals, whi«di bsgin eadh article on a freah 
page, would rardy effect any saving in paper. 
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This trivial saving may, I venture to think, 
be disregarded, and the question decided purely 
in the interests of the reader. Now the reader 
wants one or all of three things : first, a speedy 
reference from the quoted statement to the 
authority; secondly, a name and a date that 
will appeal at once to his historical sense and 
furnish him with some idea of the present 
value of the statement; thirdly, a conspectus 
of the so-called “ literature ” arranged in some 
logical order. Whatever the merits of Mr. 
Soudder’s proposals, they provide the read^ 
with none of these things. Their merits are 
twofold : tliey get rid of references at the foot, 
which are expensive and encourage the vicious 
habit of putting matter into footnotes because 
the author will not bo at the pains to rehandle 
his text ; and they do away with he, cit., which 
is not merely wasteful, but more often than not 
erroneously used in place of op. cit, or tom. cit. 

lA offering counter -proposals it is advisable 
to distinguish between two classes of papers: 
first, brief articles in which the references are 
correspondingly few and rarely repeated; 
secondly, long articles or memoirs in which 
the references are correspondingly numerous 
and frequently repeated. In articles of the 
first class, references may quite easily be 
worked into the text, and can be repeated by 
giving the cited author's name, with a dis- 
tinguishing date when more than one of his 
works has been mentioned. For memoirs of 
the second class it is certainly convenient for 
both author and reader to have a *‘list of 
works referred to ” at the end (or sometimes 
at the beginning) of the memoir. But though 
it may save trouble to the author to number 
these works in the order of their citation, 
this will save nothing to the reader, for tliat 
order has often no meaning apart from the 
text. Here is an actual example: 1. Tegner, 
1860. 2. Jespersen, 1913. 8. Johannsen, 1918. 
4. Anon., no date. 5. Hoffding, 1910. 6. 

Hfiffding, 1914. 7. Goethe, 1858. 8. (Another 
page of 8.) 9. Anon., 1878. 10. Eidl, 1918. 
11. Bernard, 1867, and so on for nearly 100 
itetma. To use such a list as a guide, or to look 
up an author in it, is difficult enough as it is, 
but would be more so if the items were sepa- 


rated only by a 5 mm. space (a mutton-head, 
as our printers call it). The most convenient 
plan for subsequent reference is to give the 
authors in alphabetical order, with the papers 
by each in chronological order* The refer- 
ences in the text will then be simply : Teonkh 
(1880), Goethe (1858, p. 279), Claude Ber- 
NABD (1867), H. M. Berward (1896, p. 68). 
Such a mode of reference gives the historical 
perspective, and is of itself enough to save a 
reader familiar with the subject from repeated 
application to the list at the end. 

So far as I can see, the methods here out- 
lined (which have no pretensions to novelty) 
would meet all Mr. Scudder's requirements 
and need not cost more in either time or 
money. F. A. Bather 

British Museum or Natural History, 

London, S.W., 

October 18, 1915 

In a recent number of Scienoe^ Heyward 
Scudder, in an article with the above heading, 
calls attention to the fact that from one half 
to one per cent, of the space in the majority of 
scientific journals giving many references is 
wasted by the faulty position and arrangement 
of the references. He recommends, as a means 
of saving this space, that each reference be 
given a number (the numbers to run consecu- 
tively) and that all references be printed at 
the end of the article, leaving an extra wide 
spacing between the period at the end of one 
number and the next number, in order to catch 
the eye. 

It is quite possible that the method sug- 
gested would effect a small saving in space. It 
would seem, however, that the desirability of 
this method of giving references is open to 
discussion. 

It must be conceded at the outset that the 
matter is largely one of personal opinion, and 
that one of the hardest tasks of a conscientious 
editor is to edit consistently the references of 
his journal. Furthermore, no two journals, 
unless published imder the same supervision, 
have the same system of references. Certainly 
no two papers, imlees by the same author, will 
give references in exactly the same way and 

1 Science, 1915, XLII., 454, October 1. 
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even in the same paper one may find differ- 
encee. Becauae of this it is not snrprising 
that all of us do not agroe with Scudder. 

Our position is stated in the direotiona 
given for the “Placing of References” aa 
found in Bibliographic SiyU^ published by the 
American Medical Association. 

All commetits or bibliographic references (ex- 
cept footnotes that concern the article as a whole) 
on various matterB mentioned in an article should 
be used ns individual footnotes, numbered consec- 
utively throughout the article, each to be placed 
at the foot of the required column (or page), 
rather than groui^ed at the end as a bibliography. 
The latter method may be followed, however, if an 
author desires merely to give a general survey of 
the literature on the subject. When the same ref- 
erence is used twice, instead of duplicating the 
note or using the words ^*loc. it is better 

to repeat in the text the reference number of the 
original note. 

References are given for the convenience of 
the reader. In general they are specific in 
character and the reader desires to consult 
them in connection with the particular point 
in question and not in a general way. It is 
more economical of time from the reader’s 
point of view to have references at the foot of 
the page, where they may readily be consulted, 
than at the end of the article, which neoesai^ 
tates the turning of an indefinite number of 
pages every time a reference is needed. This 
is especially true in those coses where it is 
necessary to find a reference to a particular 
fact. One looks through the article in ques- 
tion until the desired point is found and then, 
by glancing at tlie foot of the page, at once 
finds the reference. 

While this is a personal opinion the writer 
finds that it is shared by a number of his 
fellow-workers. If the method suggested by 
Scudder is as convenient as he would have us 
believe, it is surprising that more of the jour- 
nals written by and for busy scientific men 
should not have adopted it. To our knowl- 
edge the only journal that consistently uses 
Soudder’s method is the Biochemical Journal.^ 
The journal recently founded by Dr. V, 0. 

s This journal uses a modified form, since a sep- 
arate line is given for eaah reference. 


Vaughan, The Journal of Laboratory and 
Clinical Medicine, apparently uses, in part at 
least, the same system of reference-giving in 
the original articles (it may be at the author’s 
discretion), but uses the more convenient form 
of references at the foot of the page in the 
editorial section. 

Another point made by Scudder in favor of 
grouping references at the end of the article 
is that this method assists one in looking up 
original references, in that it saves time in the 
long run. References are individual and are 
found in different magazines or in different 
volume^ of the same magazine. In the interval 
between looking up two original articles it is 
just as easy, or easier, to turn a page or two 
to find the next numbered reference, as it is to 
locate one’s place in a running paragraph of 
references, printed in eight-point or even in 
smaller type. 

In this connection it may be permissible to 
call attention to one aspect of the question 
which would really effect a saving of time# 
Much annoyance and loss of time is caused 
by the inaccurate quotation of references. The 
degree of inaccuracy may be either a wrong 
page number, a wrong volume number, or a 
wrong journal. Sometimes the error is easily 
corrected, but more frequently it is not. Be- 
cause it is so easy to make mistakes of this, 
kind, it is only just to the reader that all refer- 
ences be carefully checked in the manuscript 
and verified in the galley proof. In very few 
oases does the journal publishing the article 
verify the reference, so the burden and the 
blame usually fall upon the author. 

As a rule, journals are desirous of pleasing 
their contributors and readers and will print 
references as given. The question of saving 
one per cent, of the space would probably give 
way to the question of convenience to the 
reader. Since each contributor has the right 
to decide for himself, we have felt it worth 
while to emphasise the old way of giving refers 
ences, as opposed to Scudder’s modification, 
especially since it seems to be by far the better 
way, OLABBlffCB J, WaST 

THK BOasmtXKa iHSTltUTS 
Toa Mbdioal Bsseabch, 

Nziw TOSK 
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INJECTIONS OF THE BUNDLE OF HIS 

A BBNSK of justice and the firm oonviotion 
that publicity can alone correct similar errors 
prompt me to speak in behalf of my former 
associate* Dr. Lbamon. The following state- 
ment is supplementary to a short foot-note ac- 
companying a paper by M. R. King in the 
American Journal of Anatomy for 1916. 

In August* 1911, my former teacher and 
colleague, Professor W. G. MacCallum, accom- 
panied by Dr. K. M. Vogel, paid a friendly 
visit to my laboratory in the presence of my 
former colleague. Professor Zinsser. During 
this visit Professor MacOallum showed keen 
interest in, and appreciation of, some spoci- 
mene of bovine and sheep hearts in which the 
sheath of the sino-ventricular bundle had been 
injected with India ink, etc., by my former 
associate, Dr. Lbamon. Dr. MacOallum in- 
quired especially after the method of injection 
because he considered it of probable use in 
connection with demonstrations on patholog- 
ical human hearts. 

Under date of October 24, 1911, Dr. B. 8. 
Oppenheimer, then fellow in pathology with 
Professor MacOallum, wrote me, saying: 

Dr. MacCallum, in TS'hose department T am doing 
heart work, told me that you had a method of 
demonstrating beautifully the auricular-ventricu- 
lar system by injecting certain substances with a 
hypodermic syringe. It would save me a great 
deal of time if I could use such a method in my 
examination of pathological hearts, etc. 

I replied to this letter, briefly explaining 
Dr. Lhamon^s method, referred Dr. Oppen- 
heimer to Dr. Lbamon, giving the lattePs ad- 
dress, and added that Dr. Lhamon’s article was 
to appear in the American Journal of Anatomy, 

In the Proceedings of the New Yorh Paiho- 
logical Society, New Series, VoL XI., Nos, 5 
and 6, pages 130-132, 1911, Dr. Alfred Ein- 
stein Cohen, fellow in pathology with Professor 
MacOallum during 1910-11 and a friend and 
predecessor of Dr. Oppenheimer, is officially 
reported to have given a “demonstration of 
ox hearts showing injection of the conduotive 
system.^ In discussing this paper Dr. Oppen- 
heimer is officially reported as having said: 


After hearing of the method through Dr. Mao- 
Callum I injected a few hearts of ungulates with 
India ink and water, etc. (f. o,, p. 131). 

Since according to the official published re- 
ports Professor MacOallum was then president 
of the society he can no doubt testify to the 
accuracy of the facts reported there if tliose 
were in question. 

In a i)er8onal letter written to me at his own 
initiative on January 5, 1916, Dr. Oohen 
admits responsibility for the publication of 
the above report, but pleads that he acknowl- 
edged Lhamon^a priority — two years after hav- 
ing anticipated Lhamon's work by his own 
publication. Dr. Cohen further pleads that 
this report can not be regarded in the light 
of a publication, although the Transactions of 
the New Yorlc Pathological Society are pub- 
lished regularly, received by several libraries 
and are listed in the Index catalogue and the 
Index Medicus, etc. Dr. Cohen adds that 
hence “neither Dr. MacOallum nor I can be 
held responsible for an indiscretion.” 

Dr. Oohen also says in this letter that 

it is stated, furthermore, in Dr. Oppenheimer 'e 
discussion that both of us (Drs. Cohen and Oppen- 
heimer) had heard of A-V. bundle from Dr. Mac- 
Callum. 

As a matter of fact Dr. Oppenheimer is offi- 
cially reported as having said that 

After hearing of this method through Dr, Mae- 
Callum I (not we, as Dr. Cohen would have it), in- 
jected a few hearts of ungulates with India ink 
diluted with water, etc." (L c., p. ISl), 

Although Dr. Cohen frankly admits having 
heard of Dr. Lhamon's work and stated in a 
personal letter written four years later “that 
so far as priority is concerned not only I but 
every one acquainted with the subject gives 
and has given full credit to Lbamon” he 
nevertheless claims “that an injection of the 
right side of the heart was made and published 
for the first time by me.” This false claim was 
made by Dr. Oohen in 1915 in spite of the 
fact that Lbamon three years before (Aw. 
Jr, Anat, Vol. 18, 1912, p. 63) stated that 
“ with the sheath system in the right ventricle 
similar results were obtained, etc.” That ia^ 
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Dr. Cohen frankly admits that he heard of 
Lhamon^s work and that Dr, Lhamon is given 
priority by everybody including himself and 
then claims priority for himself for the right 
side of the heart t As a matter of fact 
Lhamon ’s epecimena showing injections on" 
both sides, which are still in this laboratory, 
and which were described in his paper, were 
made over half a year before Dr. Cohen beard 
of how they were made through Drs. Mac- 
Callum and Oppenheimer. 

Dr. Lhamon's manuscript on ‘'The Sheath 
of the Sino-vcntricular Bundle ” which is still 
on hie, was hnished on July 22, 1911, and 
officially accepted for publication in the Amer- 
ican Journal of Anatomy on November 8 of 
the same year. Because Dr. Lhamon had left 
the United States to accept an assistant pro- 
fessorship in the Philippine Medical School in 
August, 1911, a clerical error in the address 
caused a delay of several months in the return 
of the manuscript to the publishers. Hence 
the article did not api>ear till March, 1912, 
three months after Dr. Cohen’s publication. 

It is significant that there also is internal 
evidence in Dr. Cohen’s report and in Dr. 
Oppenhcimer’s discussion which clearly be- 
trays the origin of their ideas. But comment 
upon this is unnecessary and I make this state- 
ment of the facta only in the interests of 
truth and in justice to Dr, Lhamon and this 
laboratory. A. W. Mbtes 

Stanford University, 

September 20, 1916 

THE PISTILLATE SPIKELET IN ZEA MATS 
Hunt^ makes the statement that in the pis- 
tillate spikelet in Zea May$, each spikelet is 
two flowered, the lower one being abortive. 
Our most recent work on the grasses, by Hitch- 
cock* contains a similar statement, as do all of 
the other botanical text-books examined which 
treat of this subject. The prevailing idea 
seems to be that the pistillate spikelet in this 
species never contains more than one well* 
developed flower. 

I'^Cersals In America,'^ p, 247, Orange Judd 
Company, 1904, 

Text-book ef Oraeses/^ p. 161, The Mao- 
millaa Company, 1914. 


I had occasion some time ago to prepare 
material of corn spikelet s for a class in syste- 
matic botany, and as I was growing the 
Country Gentleman variety of corn in my 
garden at the time, I used this. I was un- 
able, however, to find any indication of the 
sterile flower in many of the a pikelets, which 
led to closer observation. I soon discovered 
that some of the spikelets had two well-devel- 
oped flowers inside each pair of glumes, and 
that others had but one such flower and an- 
other one partially developed. All gradations 
occurred in the same ear between spikelets 
with but one well-developed flower and those 
which liad two. 

Those who are familiar with this variety 
of com will probably remember that the grains 
are irregularly arranged on the cob in many 
places, and that they do not always occur in 
regular rows as is commonly the case in oom. 
This irregularity is probably due to the fact 
that the development of the second flower in 
many of the spikelets tends to throw some of 
the grains out of alignment. 

Alban Stewart 

Univerbitt or Wisoonbin 

A REMARKABLE FLIGHT OF CADDIS PLIE9 AND 
OHIRONOMIDS 

On the evening of September 8, 1909, while 
the writer was crossing the upper part of 
Currituck Sound, N. 0., the air seemed filled 
with flying insects. They were so numerous 
over the water that vision was restricted to 
a much shorter radius than usual. The con- 
stant impacts of the insects against the face 
became annoying, the more so that they main- 
tained their frequency throughout the six- 
mile sail across the sound. 

Early the next morning I boarded the small 
steamer Comet, which had come from many 
miles down the Sound during the night. On 
this boat there was plentiful evidence of the 
swarm of insects. There was a layer of in- 
sects between the glass cover and the poeter» 
concealing the print in every one of the 
framed shipping regulations and notices of 
various kinds about the steamer. How As 
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little creatures crowded into such email 
spaces is a marTel» but it is proof also of the 
extreme abundance and all-pervading char- 
acter of the swarm. 

The large lamp in the cabin, with a chim- 
ney of a capacity of i>erhapa a gallon, 1 was 
told, had been snufTed several times by the 
crowding insects. On a spread newspaper 
nearby lay a pile of the insects which had 
been dumped from the chimney. There were 
fully enough to have completely filled the 
chimney — an innumerable mass. From this 
collection 1 gathered some specimens for 
identification. The Ohironomids, which 
were largely in the majority, have been identi- 
fied by J. H. Malloch as Chironomous haltera- 
lU Ooquillet, C, modeEtua Say, and Tmytar- 
aua sp. The Triohoptera identified by Nathan 
Banks are (Bceiina incerta Walker, and 
Oxyethira doraalia Banks. No representa- 
tives of other orders were noted. 

W. L. MoAteb 

ON THE NOMENOLATtJRE OF ELECTRICAL ITNITB 

The present cumbrous method of describing 
the electrical units in the electrostatic and 
electromagnetic systems suggests the advisa- 
bility of the adoption of an abbreviated nomen- 
clature which, while being simple, may be 
sufficiently descriptive. An attempt in this 
direction has been made by Messrs. Franklin 
and MacNutt in their text-book “The Ele- 
ments of Electricity and Magnetism.” In it 
“ ab,” the first syllable of the word “ absolute,” 
is prefixed to the names of the practical units 
to designate the corresponding units of the 
electromagnetic system. It appears to the 
writer that a similar abbreviation might with 
advantage be employed in the case of the elec- 
trostatic system, and he suggests the use of the 
prefix “es” for the electrostatic system and, 
possibly, the use of the prefix “em” instead 
of “ ab ” for the eleotrcrmagnetic system. Thus 
the elementary charge of electricity would no 
longfer be described as “ 4.7 X electro- 
static unite of quantity (or charge)/' but as 
" 4.T X esooulonibs.” Similarly, the ratio 
of electronic duarge to mass would not he ex- 
pressed as “ l.T X electrotnagnetic units of 


quantity (or charge) per gram,” but as 
“ 1.7 X 10^ emcoulombs per gram.” Certain 
written abbreviations naturally follow, thus: 
esc = escoulomb, emc emcoulomb, esa — es- 
ampere, and so on. This system of nomen- 
clature may be extended to the so-called “ra- 
tional systems” by using “res” instead of 
“es” and “rem” instead of “em.” 

It is hoped that the use of some abbreviated 
system of nomenclature may become common, 
and the foregoing is offered as a possible con- 
tribution toward that end. 

A. E. Caswell 

Univeesity or Oregon, 

October 14, 1915 

COOPERATION IN LABELLING MUSEUMS 

The Parks Branch of the Department of the 
Interior of Canada published thirty duplicates 
of the larger labels of those making up its 
Handbook of the Rocky Mountains Park Mu- 
seum. This was done with the intention of 
offering them through the Museum of the 
Geological Survey, Ottawa, Canada, to the 
thirty then known museums in Canada. The 
survey offered the labels to the museums. 
Seventeen of them requested certain of the 
labels and were supplied, being given to under- 
stand that these labels were for use only until 
better labels were available. It is intended to 
publish from time to time a revised and more 
complete handbook and to print separates of 
a larger number of the labels composing it. 
An edition of at least sixty duplicates will then 
be desirable, as there are now known to be that 
many museums, counting both large and 
small, in Canada. 

The writing of the labels and the type- 
setting of the first edition has already served 
twenty-two purposes, namely, to produce the 
handbook of the museum, to partly label the 
Rocky Mountains Park Museum, to place 
labels referring to the museum, zoo, paddock 
and park in the railway station and hotels at 
Banff, to label some of the animals in the zoo 
of the park, to label all the local animals in the 
paddock of the park and to assist in labelling 
seventeen other Canadian museums. There is 
a daily prospect of having requests fot tuoh 
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asflistanoe from Btill otlier of the sixty Oana* 
dian muBsums. Harlan I. Smith 

DR. EDWARD HINDLB 

To THE Editor op Science: In a review of 
Dr, Edward Hindle’s book on “ Flies in Bela- 
tion to Disease — Bloodsucking Flies,” by Mr. 
W. D. Hunter, printed in the issue of Science 
for July 16, there occurs the erroneous state- 
ment that Dr. E. llindle met his death in 
Africa. Dr. Hindle is alive and well and 
occupies the position of divisional signal officer 
with the rank of first lieutenant in the Royal 
Engineers. He is expecting to leave for the 
front at any moment. It is clear to me that 
confusion has arisen through the death of Mr, 
Gordon Merriman, who likewise belonged to 
my laboratory staff. Mr. Merriman was killed 
while fighting in Hyasaland. Dr. Hindle has 
never been in Africa, although before the war 
we planned for him to go there on a scientiffo 
expedition. 

Having received many inquiries, from differ- 
ent parts of the world, owing to the misstate- 
ment in Science, I shall be much indebted to 
you if you will kindly help me to quiet the 
apprehensions of Dr, Hindle’s numerous 
friends by correcting the error referred to. 

G. H. F. Huttall 

Cambrtdoe, 

October 10, 3915 


SCimTlVlC BOOKS 

Bodily Changes in Pain, Hwget, Fear and 
Bagej An Account of Becent Bwarch$$ 
into the Function of Emotional Mxcitoment 
By Walter B. Cannon, New York, D. 
Appleton & Co., 1915. Pp, xiii + 811. 

The Origin and Nature of the Emotions, 3fts- 
eellaneo^is Papers, By George W. Orile. 
Edited by Amt F. Rowland. Philadelphia, 
W. B, Saunders Co,, 1916, Pp, vii-l-240. 

It is not altogether an accident that these 
two volumes, covering ground in many respects 
very similar, should appear at the same time. 
For a number of years, and particularly since 
the publication of Pavlov’s work on the effects 
of emotion upon glandular action, there has 
been a wide and increasing interest among psy. 


chologists and physiologists in the more inti* 
mate bodily mechanism underlying emotional 
processes. This movement has coincided with 
a rapidly growing appreciation among physiol- 
ogists and physicians of the organic signif- 
icance of certain of the so-called ductless 
glands, and of the physiological importance of 
gland and muscle tissue in general. Already 
the discoveries made have quite revolutionized 
many of the ideas of a generation ago, and 
the chapter seems hardly more than begun. 

Despite the similarity of the two books, it 
will be convenient to discuss them separately, 
and we may first consider Dr. Cannon's work, 
which represents a series of researches carried 
on by the author in collaboration with a num- 
ber of his colleagues to whom the book is dedi- 
cated, The work gives every internal evidence 
of having been done with great care and intel- 
ligence. The technique pursued is adequately 
described; the dangers and limitations to 
which it is exposed are frankly recognized, and 
the inferences and generalizations proposed are 
thoughtful and on the whole conservative. The 
only strictures which a psychologist might be 
tempted to pass would relate to the largo psy- 
chological literature on the organic acoom- 
paniments of affective states, which is to all 
intents and purposes wholly disregarded. This 
may be because it was thought to have no 
bearing, but to the reviewer this position would 
hardly seem tenable. In any event, Dr. 
Gannon’s work is written in a manner to in- 
spire the highest respect for Its conclusions, 
whether one wholly agree with them or not. 

The essential positions of the author may 
be summarized in a few propositions, which 
nevertheless represent very extensive experi- 
mentation both of his own and of other soieu- 
tists. The great divisions of the autonomic 
system, t. e., cranial, sympathetic and sacral, 
represent three largely distinct functions in 
the economy of the organism. The first has to 
do with the storing up of reserres of energy 
for times of need, as is represented in the slow- 
ing of the heart beat tinder stimulation of the 
cranial comxections of the vagus. The second 
is the great defensive orgw through whose 
activity these rei^rves are rushed to front 
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when needed. This is illustrated by the violent 
beating of the heart in anger, and by other 
activities of the organism discussed more fully 
below. The third has mainly to do with the 
preservation of the species, and involves the 
action of the sexual organs.^ 

Dr. Gannon points out that the sympathetic 
division operates antagonistically and inhibi* 
tively in its relation to the other two divisions, 
stimulating organs which they depress, or 
vice versa. Broadly speaking, it is the more 
imperious in its demands, and is likely, when 
in action, to dominate the others. 

In connection with the operation of the 
sympathetic under the ini9uence of pain or 
great emotional excitement, certain highly 
interesting glandular ejects are observed. 
Adrenin is secreted and thrown into the cir- 
culation by the adrenal glands; additional 
sugar is also found in the blood. Experiments 
show that the adrenin is a powerful antidote to 
fatigue phenomena, and that it tends to drive 
the blood away from the abdominal organs into 
the lungs, heart and skeletal muscles, and that 
under its influence breathing is made deeper. 
It may be added that with these general con- 
ditions blood is found to clot more rapidly than 
under normal oircumstanoes. 

It has of course been a matter of general 
knowledge for generations that emotional 
excitement releases resources of muscular 
energy much in excess of those ordinarily at 
disposal. Human achievement in battle^ in 
exciting sports, in terror and rage are all in- 
stances of this. These researches and others 
cited in support of the conclusions reached 
indicate more exactly the mechanisms by 
which the commonly observed results are actu- 
ally brought about. Especially do they tend 
to magnify the office of the adrenal glands, 
organs whose functions have until recently been 
shrouded in mystery. 

In common with other leading physiologists 
Dr. Cannon regards the sensation of hunger 
as due to contractions of the stomach wall in 

1 One may suppose that Dr. Canon does not re* 
gard as Important the suggestions of certain scien- 
tists that these organs are in fact largely controlled 
by plexuses derived from the sympathetic. 


contra-dietinction to the other hypotheses in 
the field ; e, g,, the theory that hunger is a gen- 
eral bodily sensation, that it is due merely to 
emptiness of the stomach, that it arises from 
hydrochloric acid in the empty stomach, etc. 
The chapter dealing with this topic, while 
intrinsically interesting, at first sight articu- 
lates with the rest of the volume somewhat 
indirectly. But when the distinction between 
appetite and hunger is remarked the relevancy 
of the material to the general theses of the 
book becomes apparent. Appetite has to do 
with suggestions of the agreeableneas of food, 
in which sight, taste, smell and the activity of 
memory are definitely implicated. Hunger is 
a painful process which often, indeed generally, 
coincides with appetite, but it may exist with- 
out it, or may be wanting when appetite is 
present Hunger springs from a definite local 
source, and involves vigorous action of the 
sympathetic. Appetite is more definitely 
psychical, and involves the cranial autonomic 
rather than the sympathetic. This distinction 
in tbo case of hunger and appetite affords a 
moderate instance of the antagonistic emotional 
interrelations which are often much more ex- 
treme and intense. Dr. Cannon elaborates 
tliese antagonisms by exhibiting various emo- 
tional expressions in which the sympathetic 
system is shown acting in vigorous opposition 
to the cranial and sacral. Perhaps the most 
striking instance is that of sexual emotion 
which despite its overwhelming power when 
once aroused can be inhibited absolutely by 
such activities of tbe sympathetic as are repre- 
sented in fear and anger. 

The author annexes as a final chapter to the 
book a discussion of alternative satisfactions 
for the fighting instincts and emotions. One 
is reminded of William James’s brilliant paper 
on the moral equivalents for war. Like J ames 
Dr, Cannon concludes that the fighting in- 
stincts ere too deeply inbred to be speedily 
exterminated, even if such extermination were 
thought wise. In order that they may not be 
perverted nor yot allowed to occasion unlimited 
human misery, by their normal expression, he 
advocates athletic competition of all kinds, and 
©specially international games. The issue here 
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raised stands on the whole somewhat apart 
from the main doctrines of the book and need 
not be further considered in this place. 

Oonsidering the work as a whole, the re* 
viewer has only one caveat to o£Per, and that 
relates to the critique, both implied and ex- 
plicit, upon certain features of the James- 
Lange theory of emotion. Taking Professor 
James's somewhat playful announcement that 
we feel afraid because we tremble or run away, 
a good deal of futile criticism has been ex- 
pended in attempts to disprove the doctrine. 
The really significant feature of James’s con- 
tention has by most of these assaults been left 
wholly unscathed; t. e., the doctrine that the 
peculiar modus of emotion, as contrasted with 
other mental states, was to be found in the 
dominant part played therein by the reflex ele- 
ments arising from bodily and especially from 
visceral sensations. Criticisms such as those 
of Sherrington and Cannon rest on altogetheir 
more substantial foundations than the earlier 
objections, and deserve more serious considera- 
tion. Sherrington has maintained, on the 
basis of bis spinal dog" that emotion 
may perfectly well be experienced when all 
connection of the brain with the viscera is 
estopped. Dr. Cannon maintains that the vis- 
ceral agitation is very similar in many other- 
wise dissimilar emotions, and that in Conse- 
quence we must abandon hope of finding in 
visceral sensations any differentia for the vari- 
ous emotions. 

Beflexes of the facial and cranial muscles, 
by which in part at least Sherrington must 
have judged the presence of emotions in his 
dogs, are also instinctive and that is really 
James’s important point, not that the reflexes 
are exclusively visceral. Visceral excitement, 
especially that of cardiac and respiratory char- 
acter, undoubtedly often gives emotion iti body 
and bulk. Moreover, even in emotions much 
alike in many respects and showing many vis- 
ceral similarities, it is not clear that there are 
not abundant other differences, extending to 
the reflex conditions of the general skeletal 
system, and in no wise directly dependent upon 
purely cerdbral aothdties* Sickling fear in 
the face of imminent peril has in it not a little 


in common with the breathless excitement of 
the lover about to receive the first kiss of his 
beloved, but it also has many points of differ- 
ence. In both there may be a fluttering of the 
heart and a quickened spasmodic breathing, 
but in the first there is generally relaxation of 
the tonus of the entire skeletal system; in the 
latter instance quite the contrary may be the 
case, and the skeletal system may be toned to 
an extremely high pitch. 

Until it is shown that oonsciouaness is not 
charaoteristioally modified in emotion by exci- 
tation refiexly aroused whether in skeletal 
muscles, glandular activities or visceral 
organs, the main point of James’s doctrine will 
stand firm. Neither Gannon’s nor Sherring- 
ton’s* contributions seem to the reviewer to 
accomplish this. 

Dr, Crile’s volume, comprising eight ad- 
dresses delivered from time to time during 
recent years, is much more loosely integrated 
than the studies by Dr. Gannon. The essays 
vary greatly in present value, and connect 
themselves with the subject of the emotions in 
very different degrees. One gets the impres- 
sion that Dr. Orile either is not widely read in 
modem psychology, or that he attaches very 
slight value to its literature. Certainly the 
essay entitled The Mechanistic View of 
Psychology " suggests only Ihe slenderest 
acquaintance with the contemporary views on 
this issue, and contains, so far as the reviewer 
has observed, no material not already more 
forcefully expressed by other writers, especially 
by Dr. Loeb. In one passage,* he says : " Ootdd 
we dispossess ourselves of the shacklea 
p^chology, forget its confusing nomenclature, 
and view the human brain, as Sherrington has 
said, ^ as an organ of, and for the adaptation 
of nervous reaction/ many clinioal phenomena 
would appear in a clearer light" It is not deer 
what special psychological shackles Dr. Orilo is 
dragging, but the reviewer is at a loss to think 
of any psychologist of note who would for a 
moment call in question the formula quoted 
from Sherrington. Meantime the book, which 
in portions is oveasfllustratsd with eats of dm 
kindergarten type, oontains a laige amownt of 
«P. 48, 
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admirable material gathered by Br. Orile and 
his fellow workers. Much of this is put in 
fresh and interesting form, but many of the 
inferences and conclusions based on the facts 
appear at best quite imperfectly Bubstantiated, 
and the reader more than once feels the ab- 
sence of that logical sobriety and reserve which 
gives Br. Cannon’s book so scientifically satis- 
factory an atmosphere. Perhaps the most sig* 
nificant facts cited by Br. Crile are connected 
with his brilliant surgical experiments on 
anesthetics aUd particularly on the use of 
cocaine to block spinal cord conduction* 

In the opening essay on phylogenetic asso- 
ciation in medical problems, the main doctrine 
presented is that racial history has determined 
the kind of responses made to injurious end 
threatening stimuli, moat of them expressed 
in emotional activities, and that these resemble 
in their cerebral cortical consequences the 
effects of ordinary surgical shook. The latter 
is found productive of brain injury in ether 
anesthetization, despite the painlessness of 
operations under these circumstances; in less 
degree with nitrous oxide, and to all intents 
and purposes not at all with his own anoci- 
assooiation methods of cocaine injection in 
the spinal cord. Many side issues are touched 
upon, for example, the phylogenetic history of 
the struggle between bacteria and their hosts, 
the history of fear as phylogenetic struggle, 
etc. 

Then followa an address on phylogenetic 
association in relation to emotion, presenting a 
doctrine of essentially Barwinian character. 
Emotion is a vestige of an old and formerly 
useful act now partially or wholly inhibited 
and aborted. The author comments sugges- 
tively on the alleged fact that animals which 
have no natural weapons for atta^ experience 
neithw fear nor anger, while animals which 
hsTe weapons of attack express anger partic- 
ularly by energising the muscles used in attack. 

The essay on pain, laughter and crying again 
efinocM either lack of familiarity with, or pro- 
found distrust of, the extensive psychological 
literature dealing with tiae second phenomenon 
at least The doctrine of the protective char- 
acter of these acts is further developed, and 


pain is identified as a motor phenomenon with 
the repeated discharge of brain cells; crying 
and laughter furnish drainage for dammed up 
excitation not otherwise conveniently dis- 
posable. 

The paper entitled "The Belation between 
the Physical State of Brain Oells and Brain 
Functions” is an exposition of the doctrine 
that the cortical cells show most injury in all 
forms of organic disorder involving the higher 
mental functions. The essay on the " Mechan- 
istic View of Psychology” has already been 
referred to. 

The essay on the " Mechanistic Theory of 
Bisease” formulates a conception of organic 
processes which, so far as the reviewer can 
detect, is substantially identical with that 
offered by Bescartes in 1664, 

An address on the "Kinetic System” is a 
long and rather loosely organized discussion 
of the thesis that "there is in the body a 
system evolved primarily for the transforms^ 
tion of latent energy into motion and into heat 
This system I propose to designate ‘ the kinetic 
system.’ ”* The principal organs of this sys- 
tem are the brain, the thyroid, the adrenals, 
the liver and the muscles. " The brain is tha 
great central battery which drives the body; 
the thyroid governs the conditions favoring 
tissue oxidation; the adrenals govern immedi- 
ate oxidation processes; the liver fabricates 
and stores glycogen; and the muscles are the 
great converters of latent energy into heat and 
motion.” The essay is devoted to a citation of 
evidence from various sources to substantiate 
these conceptions, with the constant context 
that Hie adaptation of animals to environment 
involves transformations of energy, in which 
the organs named are the all important factors. 

The final addrese on alkalescence, acidity and 
anesthesia is a defense of the doctrine that life 
depends on ihe maintenance of normal poten- 
tifd alkalinity and that anesthesia is primarily 
a function of increasing the acidity of 
organism. 

The volume as a whole suggests an intelli- 
gence of unusual originality and force, some- 
what hurriedly and with undue disregard of 

aP. 174. \ 
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the lai^e relevant literature of the subjeot^ 
dealing with ideas which richly deserve a 
more leisurely and scholarly development* It 
is to be hoped that Dr. Crile may in the near 
future ifind time for such a treatment 

jAblEB B. A^^QELL 
The Univeesitt of Chicago 


SPECIAL ARTICLES 
A STERILE SIPHON TIP PBOTEOTOH 

The tip of a siphon supplying sterile water, 
physiological saline solution, or diluent (0.4 
.per cent, tricresol in 0.86 per cent. NaCl so- 
lution) for various bacteriological procedures 
must be protected from contamination by dust, 
dies or other unsterUe objects. This is accom- 
plished fairly successfully with a bell-shaped 
cap such as can he made by cutting the bulb 
of a 60 c.c. volumetric pipette in the middle, 
leaving attached to each bell a tube 5-'7 cm. 
long for union with the siphon tube, and 
drawing into this tu^ by means of a suitably 
sized rubber hose, another glass tube of such 
size that when the rubber hose is released its 
elasticity binds the two together. The covered 
end of the smaller tube is then adjusted even 
with that of the bell tube and the rubber hose 
snipped off, or in fact used to connect to the 
siphon of the bottle. 

But such a device, while giving a fair pro- 
tection during use, does not prevent the lodg- 
ment of upwardly floating particles of lint 
upon the drop of liquid at the point. It is this 
protection which the following addition ac^ 
complishes. 

A test tube about 2.6 cm. X 16 cm. may 
usually be found to fit outside or inside the 
bell, as above prepared. The lip is removed 
and upon the tube is placed a thin rubber 
finger cot or a finger of a rubber glove from 
which the closed end has been cut so that the 
portion which is left may be rolled upon the 
bell from the tube thus holding the two to- 
gether and preventing lodgment of contamina- 
ting dust when the siphon is out of use. Bar- 
ing use the protector may itself be protected 
by fastening it to another test tube. How- 
ever, this is soaroely necessary, and I have 
ordinarily taken no particular precautions to 


sterilize or prevent contamination of the pro** 
tector since it touches the bell only and not 
the siphon tip itself. Yet in certain permis- 
sible cases a few drops of formaldehyde in the 
protector have added a further element of 
safety. 

One of the special purposes to wbioh I have 
successfully adapted such a device is the fre- 
quent examination of bacterial broth cultures 
being studied for progressive metabolic and 
morphological changes. Por example, some of 
the fluid from a liquid preparation of B. 
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diphihericB was withdrawn every four days for 
a period of three weeks, microscopic and cul- ' 
tural examinations made at each withdrawal 
confirming the continued purity of the con^ 
tained culture. 

Fig. 1 shows a diagraxninatic cross section of 
the apparatus set up (4) and taken apart (jB), 
for use of the sijpihon. 

IvAK 0* Hall 

The Ou y aat Biolooioal LABoaAToBna, 
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BIOLOGICAL BESEARCH; THE VALVE AND 
THE DANOESt 

1 SEIZE with avidity the opportunity fur- 
nished me as your retiring president to dis- 
cuss a subject which I am anxious should 
have your earnest consideration. I am 
aware that the title which I have announced 
is ambiguous, but I think that before I am 
through there will be no lack of under- 
standing as to what I have in mind. Bio- 
logical research includes many things. I 
mean to limit myself to those phases of it 
which require the experimental use of liv- 
ing animals. And I grasp this opportunity 
because I feel that our colleagues in other 
fields of scientific effort do not always fully 
perceive the value of the knowledge at- 
tained by this means ; and that they do not 
at all appreciate the danger that freedom 
of research in these lines may be seriously 
hampered by hostile legislation or mis- 
directed public opinion. 

You who are engaged in very various 
lines of research will appreciate the fact 
that the immediate application of a dis- 
covery is no fair measure of its value ; the 
ultimate results of the knowledge obtained 
may become extremely far-reaching. It is 
in the creation of a background of knowl- 
edge and experience that the greatest good 
is to be obtained. Often we point to certain 
noteworthy achievements and at the same 
time fail to perceive that they have become 
possible only through the accumulation of 
a multitude of small details, the results at- 
tained by the humdrum plodding of patient 
mediocrity. 

The creative imagination of genius is 

1 Preaidest'g address before the California Chap- 
ter of the Sigma Xi, April 28, 3916. 
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creative, after all, only in the ability to 
make novel combinations of known ele- 
ments. The successive steps in the prog- 
ress of knowledge are absolutely essential. 
The difference between the genius and the 
common man is not that the former pro- 
ceeds by longer steps, but that he takes 
them more rapidly — often so rapidly that 
he is hardly himself aware of the inter- 
mediate positions. 

As an example of the results of the ex- 
perimental method I want to speak first of 
the progress of knowledge of the circu- 
latory system — the heart and blood vessels 
and their mode of functioning. 

The beginning of definite scientific 
knowledge on this subject may be said to 
date from the publication by William 
Harvey in 1628, of ‘‘De Motu Cordis et 
Sanguinis/’ **The Movement of the Heart 
and Blood.” 

There was not lacking before the time of 
Harvey quite complete and accurate knowl- 
edge of anatomy of the organs of the cir- 
culation } the structure of the heart, the ar- 
rangement and distribution of the blood 
vessels, and the valves of the veins were 
well known. Notwithstanding this there 
existed in the minds of anatomists and med- 
ical men the most bizarre and remarkable 
explanations of the uses of these structures, 
I can perhaps illustrate no better than by 
a few quotations from Harvey showing the 
kind of notions against which he had to 
contend in teaching the doctrine of the 
circulation of the blood. In the Introdue- 
tion to ”De Motu Cordis et Sanguinis”; 

Did the arteries in their diastole take air into 
their cavities as commonly stated and in their sys- 
tole emit fuliginous vapors by the same pores of 
the flesh and skin; and further did they in the 
time intermediate between the diastole and the 
systole, contain air, and at all times either air, 
or spirits or fuliginous vapors, what should then 
be said to Galen, who wrote a book on purpose to 
show that the arteries contained blood only? . . . 

And if the arteries in their systole expol 


fuliginous vapors from their cavities through the 
])ore8 of the flesh and skin, why not the spirits, 
which are said to be contained in these vessels, at 
the same time, since spirits are much more subtle 
than fuliglnpuB vapors, or smoke f 

But Harvey, instead of merely specu- 
lating upon the functions as they might be 
inferred from appearances in the dead 
animal, put everything possible to the teat 
of ohsemation and experiment in the living 
animal^ and as a result was able to state his 
reasons for the belief in the circulation of 
the blood in language which can hardly be 
improved upon to-day. The different atti- 
tude of mind resulting from his practise of 
observation and experiment is shown in 
his assertion 

That the facts cognizable by the senses wait 
upon uo opinions, and that the works of nature 
bow to no antiquity; for indeed there is nothing 
more ancient or of higher authority than nature. 

Contrast with this the views against 
w^hich he had to strive as shown by another 
quotation from the same book: 

Medical schools admit three kinds of spirits; the 
natural spirits flowing through the veins, the vital 
spirits through the arteries, and the animal spir- 
its through the nerves. ... 

Farther, besides the three orders of influxive 
spirits adverted to, a like number of inplanted or 
stationary spirits seem to be acknowledged ; but 
we have found none of these spirits by dissection, 
neither in the veins, nerves, arteries, nor other 
parts of living animals. 

It was never permitted Harvey to know 
the exact method by which the blood passed 
from the terminations of the arteries to the 
beginnings of the veins; for no microscope 
suitable for the observation of the capil- 
laries had then been invented. This flnid 
step was reanbed by Malpighi in 1661 just 
four years after Harvey’s death. 

After the fact of, the circulation had been 
established, it began to be possible to inves- 
tigate the of working of the circa- 
latory apparsW The first important st^ 
in this direction was taken by the Beveread 
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Stephen Hales, a Church of England 
clergyman, who tied into the femoral artery 
of the horse a glass tube nine feet high and 
noted the height to which the blood rose. 
He was able to report an average pressure 
of the blood in the artery sufficient to sup- 
port a column of liquid eight feet three 
inches in height, while the blood rose at the 
same time to less than one foot in the corre- 
sponding vein. He observed also fluctua- 
tions in pressure due to the individual heart 
beats, to the movements of respiration and 
to other causes. The details of his experi- 
ments were communicated to the Royal So- 
ciety of which he was a fellow and were 
published in 1733 in a work entitled 
“Statical Essays, Containing Haemo- 
staticks.'’ 

The method employed by Hales was ex- 
tremely inconvenient on account of height 
of the tube. Moreover, it introduced a 
greatly disturbing factor, namely, the loss 
of blood from the vessels of the animal into 
the tube. These inconveniences were over- 
come by the use of the mercury manometer 
by Poiseuille (in 1828). But the careful 
and detailed study of blood pressure dates 
from the invention by Ludwig (1847) of 
an exact method of recording blood pres- 
sures. From that time onward, not only 
in Ludwig’s laboratory where many of the 
generation of physiologists just passing 
were trained in the methods of their sci- 
ence, but in all the physiological labora- 
tories of the world has the study of blood 
pressure been continued. 

It is impossible here to summarize all the 
facts of importance that have been the out- 
growth of these investigations, and of 
others, connected with the functions of the 
circulatory system, and which could have 
been learned in no other way than by 
experiment^ on living animals. 

The heart is a pump driving an incom- 
pressible liquid through a completely closed 


system of branching elastic tubes, the 
terminal connections of the outflow and in- 
flow portions of the system being all of 
capillary size. The study of this system 
presents a series of difficult problems in 
hydrodynamics, in which all the relations 
of force, rate and output of the pump, the 
heart, and the pressure, and friction condi- 
tions in the arteries, veins and capillaries 
must be considered. 

But this machinery is all composed of 
living tissues which are interacting and 
self regulatory to an extraordinary degree. 

The discovery by Claude Bernard, and 
others, of the existence of vasomotor 
nerves through which the caliber of the 
arteries may be changed, regulated and 
controlled, thus adjusting the resistance to 
the ability of the heart, and also providing 
that the heavier flow of blood may be 
shunted from one set of organs to another 
according to the needs of the body, is of 
prime importance ; so also was the discovery 
by Weber of the inhibitory action of the 
vagus nerve upon the heart, which, acting 
like a brake on that organ, keeps its action 
always under definite control; and the dis- 
covery by V. Cyon of the accelerator nerves 
whose function is in direct opposition to that 
of the vagus. Further, v. Cyon found that a 
special nerve, the depressor, carrying im- 
pulses from the heart and the great blood 
vessels to the brain, causes, when excited, 
a dilatation of the peripheral vessels and 
consequent reduction of the pressure 
against which the heart must work. None 
of these things could have been guessed 
from the study of the anatomical struc- 
tures, nor could ever have been found out 
in any other possible way than by experi- 
ments on living animals. 

But it may be asked. Has this knowledge 
any value t Has it any practical applica- 
tion t Is it useful only for the gratifica- 
tion of mere curiosity t 
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Putting aside for the present the impli- 
oation in the expression “mere curiosity” 
which we hear so often in this connection 
I may answer that it is now possible to 
measure the blood pressure in man without 
resort to the method of Hales; no blood 
vessel has to be opened and no pain has to 
be inflicted. Blood pressure determination 
forms a part of every examination for life 
insurance, and of the routine of nearly 
every present-day medical examination. In 
certain conditions its measurement is of the 
most extreme importance. It gives exact, 
quantitative information on the state of the 
heart and blood vessels that could be ob- 
tained in no other way. And the useful- 
ness of this information so far from being 
conflned to diagnosis of disease of these 
organs themselves is quite as important in 
the light it throws on the functioning of 
other organs. 

I have given this rather disproportion- 
ately long statement of the phyaiology of 
the circulation to make very specific what 
I mean in saying that the importance of 
most investigations is to be found not in the 
direct application of the specific dispcoveries 
but in the reflex effect of these on all related 
work. Antivivisectionists use the knowl- 
edge which has been obtained by experi- 
ments on living animals. No modem 
physician can for a single hour free him- 
self from the deepest ohligation to vivisec- 
tion experiments, although he may never 
himBd:f have made such experiments. 

It is quite true that human blood pres- 
sure may now be determined without open- 
ing an artery and that the principles may 
now be explmned without appeal to animal 
experiments ; but I believe it to be equally 
true that this would not now be possible, 
and that neither the method of blood pres- 
sure determination nor its significance 
would now be known if the long series of 
vivisections had not first occurred. 


In this connection it will be appropriate 
to say a word about surgical diock. Every 
one realizes that as surgery is praotued 
today the chance of coming out of a major 
surgical operation is alwaTB good, yet it is 
no light matter; there is usually real dan- 
ger; and the memory still remains with us 
of friends or acquaintances who in an 
otherwise not serious operation succumbed 
to shock. Shock is a peculiar complex not 
easy to define. There is not usually the 
suddenness which the word implies to the 
lay mind ; but there is a great depression of 
the functional activities ; and most marked 
of all its symptoms is an excessive fall of 
blood pressure. To discover the real nature 
of shock and thus to furnish the surgeon 
the means of its avoidance is no small boon 
to humanity. With this purpose in view 
many researches have been carried on. It 
has not been easy to find the true cause of 
the lowered blood pressure but much prog- 
ress has been made. Perhaps no one man 
has made such untiring efforts to the solu- 
tion of this problem as Gkorge W. Crile, and 
for this he has been denominated “brute,” 
“savage,” “arch fiend,” “torturer” and 
almost every other term which fanaticism 
can devise. And yet it is to Crile and the 
system of anoci-asaodation which he has 
worked out that every man or woman who 
has to undergo a major surgical operation 
owes a debt of gratitude which he can never 
repay; for not only does this method, where 
applicable, reduce the immediate danger 
from surgical shock, but it also greatly re- 
duces or wholly sets aside the long period 
of nervous impairment which so commonly 
follows recovery frcnn an operation in which 
these principles are disregarded. 

I have selected the history of the study 
of blood pressure on account of its com- 
parative freedom from those details which 
appeal to the mnotional and dramatic side 
of human nature. I have used it to i&us- 
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trate the growth of knowledge sought for 
its own sake into knowledge which is ap- 
plied to the good of man. But I have 
merely touched upon the latter. Let me 
emphasize again that the great importance 
is not in the value of this or that specific 
detail, but in the great background which 
has been built up, which enables us to gain 
and to interpret new knowledge, and to see 
things in a proper perspective. 

The physiology of digestion might have 
served equally well to illustrate the same 
truths. We owe to Pawlow and other 
workers in this line a mass of knowledge of 
prime importance to man, and this could 
not have been obtained in any other way 
than by vivisection. It is true that a few 
unfortunate human beings have had gastric 
fistulas formed through accident, and they 
have been used to study processes going on 
in the living stomach. But these studies 
have had no such orderliness as those in 
which upon animals definitely planned and 
controllable operations have been made. 
Indeed, the human observations have been 
mainly useful to check up the observations 
on animals and to see whether for some rea- 
son conclusions drawn from animals might 
not be wholly applicable to tnan. 

To experiments on living animals we owe 
most of what is known of the functions of 
the various parte of the nervous system. 
The possibility of diagnosis of the seat of 
nerve tumors, of injuries, of pressure due 
to blood-olot and the like, in many instances 
depends upon knowledge of cerebral locali- 
zation first discovered by experiment on 
the brain of the dog. 

We are just now at the entrance into a 
new era in the history of physiological sci- 
ence. The study of the glands of internal 
secretion is widening and deepening our 
vision of the life processes, and I confidently 
believe that the next decade or two will be 
most fruitful in this comparatively new 


field of research. Already we have use of 
adrenalin, and various gland extracts;. 
Nearly all our knowledge is based on vivi- 
section. 

It is not the purpose of this paper to go 
into the enumeration of specific instances 
of the value of biological research; many 
of them are already familiar ; some of them 
are, rightly considered, among the greatest 
achievements of the human race. You 
know that the event celebrated by the great 
Exposition whose lights are at this moment 
blazing across the Bay could not have been 
accomplished if malaria had not first been 
conquered through biological research ; you 
know that Havana by the same means has 
been changed from a seed bed of yellow 
fever to a healthy port and has ceased to 
be a menace to our own southern coast. 
You know that while occasional deaths 
from diphtheria still occur, the intelligent 
use of antitoxin has dispelled the dread 
and the terror which its presence in any 
community formerly produced ; that a 
knowledge of the Pasteur treatment for 
rabies has reduced the death rate from that 
horrible disease from 16 per cent, to about 
0.3 of 1 per cent. These and the like 
achievements are what the Hon. Stephen 
Coleridge, president of the English Anti- 
vivisection organization has eloquently 
denominated ^^The desolating adA>ance of 
science.** 

You know all these things and much 
more, of the value of the achievements of 
biological research. But you probably do 
not know or, knowing, do not realize the 
vigor of opposition to all this effort for the 
advance of knowledge and the good of 
humanity. The danger of limiting, harm- 
ful restrictions is imminent and absolute 
prohibition is not improbable. 

In England for years it has been neces- 
sary, if one wishes to perform a single vivi- 
section experiment, to procure a license. It 
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ia xnuuh easier to get a license to run a 
low grogshop. Any man may without a 
license and with practically no regard for 
the sensations of the animals rip out the 
testes from a boar or a dog, merely because 
it suits his convenience or his whim or his 
purse to have his animals gelded; but if a 
physiologist wishes to make the same opera- 
tion for the purpose of scientific observa- 
tion on the effects of castration he must 
secure a license stating with precision the 
building where this is to be done, and the 
purpose of the experiment, and he must, 
he has no option, perform the operation 
under complete anesthesia. 

In this country at present the opponents 
of biological research point to England as 
the model country. But in England they 
continue the agitation for farther regula- 
tion or complete prohibition, and they con- 
tinue to persecute the licensees with persist- 
ent vilification and misrepresentation. 

It would be out of place for me to take 
your time in a statement of the peculiarly 
extravagant and unscientific views of the 
opponents of biological and medical re- 
search if it were not that there is a real 
danger of the enactment of pernicious and 
obstructive legislation. A situation exists 
in which we who are doing what we believe 
to be an important work for humanity need 
your active cooperation, sympathy and 
support, 

1, Practically all antivisectionists agree 
in the charge that experiments on living 
animals are necessarily cruel. 

Now cruelty implies the infliction of 
needless or avoidable pain. No one justi- 
fies or can justify cruelty in experimerita- 
tion any more than he can justify cruelty 
in any other action. But in the question of 
pain the unbiased individual will see that 
no one is so well qualified to judge as the 
experienced physiologist or surgeon. It 
would require the whole evening to discuss 


this one subject. Allow me to point out 
in brief the following : 

The experimenter, even if he were really 
cruel, would usually defeat his own ends by 
-the infliction of pain (a) because the pain 
impulses would cause disturbance of the 
normal functions which he seeks to dis- 
cover and (i) because the struggles of a 
suffering animal would disturb the adjust- 
ment of apparatus and prevent the desired 
observation. It is the total ignorance of 
the real situation that causes so much em- 
phasis to be laid upon this point by the 
opponents of research. 

On the other hand, it is the fact that most 
vivisection experiments as actually per- 
formed, are done under deep anesthesia or 
narcosis — usually for obvious reasons much 
deeper than would dare be employed in 
human surgery. Now the opponents of re- 
search insist that anesthetics are not givep, 
or that when given the attempt at an- 
esthesia is a mere blind, and that the ani- 
mals are allowed to undergo torture. Most 
of this discussion is by people who never 
gave an anesthetic, who would not know 
when an animal could be judged uncon- 
scious, and who would be unable to form 
an intelligent opinion as to whether move- 
ments of the animal were unconscious re- 
flexes or purposeful struggles. 

But why assume, as every one of the anti- 
vivisectionists does seem to assume, that all 
persons engaged in animal experimentation 
are necessarily crueH As one reads their 
publications he flnda that always the experi- 
menter is supposed to delight in torture. 
In fact he is spoken of over and over again 
as “arch-fiend/^ “torturer/' “devil in 
human form" end the like. Can they see 
no other purpose t No other motive? Has 
the eminent head of our department of 
pathology exposed himself week after week 
to the danger of infection with tTpboid, 
tuberculosis and what not, merely because 
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he has a fiendish delight in seeing the 
quivering of flesh and hearing the plaintive 
squeal of guinea-pigs when he thrusts the 
hypodermic into them ? Why would not a 
plain needle serve equally! The point of 
view is so absurd that it should require no 
discussion among intelligent people. 

It is charged, however, that the practise 
of vivisection tends to induce a disregard 
for the sufferings of animals and brutalizes 
the mind and conduct of the experimenter. 
Now it happens that I have a pretty wide 
acquaintance among physiologists, and I 
have known some of the most accused vivi- 
sectors rather intimately. Of course they 
are not all alike, they differ as other men 
differ. But on the average in point of hu- 
mane, kindly sympathy they stand above 
their colleagues. And the reason for this is 
clear to him who will listen to reason. They 
have gone into this work because the higher 
human sympathy has appealed to them; 
they have sought earnestly for those things 
which will relieve or prevent suffering; 
their lives are given to the solution of prob- 
lems the ultimate end of which is found 
in the very things about which they are 
charged to be wholly indifferent. 

Not only is it not true that vivisection 
experiments tend to make the experimenter 
callous ; the reverse is actually the case. I 
can testify from my own experience that 
it is harder to make the fiftieth experiment 
than the first; that one's sympathies are 
more and more awakened rather than de- 
stroyed. There is no doubt that abuses are 
possible — are even probable. Yet most of 
the stories told to illustrate the brutality of 
vivisectors in things aside from the experi- 
ments themselves are highly improbable. 
As, for example, the statement that Dr, 
Sweet, of the University of Pennsylvania, 
Moked across the basement floor a poor 
emaciated dog on which he had operated. 
An operated animal is too valuable to be 
used in this way. 


Were I to descend to the methods of our 
detractors I might use the following from 
my own experience to prove that antivivi- 
section doctrine induces brutality. 

I was once teaching in a small college 
the president of which was an ardent anti- 
vivisection ist. One day I received by mail 
a large poisonous centipede, carelessly en- 
closed in an unlabcled box. I made haste 
to get it into a wide-mouthed bottle. I had 
just succeeded when the president came 
into the room followed by a stray dog. 
There was a rule that dogs were not to be 
allowed in these rooms. The president took 
me roughly to task for allowing the poor 
centipede to suffer for lack of air in the 
bottle. Then, seeing the dog, he asked if it 
was mine? When I told him it was not he 
ordered it out of the room. The poor ani- 
mal instead of obeying crouched on the 
floor and the president kicked it brutally 
and cruelly across the room and through 
the entance. Yet he could declaim with 
tearful voice upon Llewellyn's faithful 
hound Gelertl 

It should be emphasized here that the 
lower animals themselves gain immensely 
from the results of vivisection and of experi- 
ments on living animals. The same advan- 
tages of protective serums and antitoxins 
are made available for them as for the 
human. The Agriculture Department of 
the University of California at the present 
time makes and distributes hog cholera 
serum. The Report of the College of Agri- 
culture for the year 1913-14 states that 
when a herd of hogs becomes infected and 
is not treated with serum forty to eighty 
per cent, of the animals die. I am told by 
experienced and unprejudiced stock raisers 
that this estimate errs on the side of con- 
servatism. The report shows further the 
following figures for a diseased herd treated 


with the serum ; 

Died before vaccination 92 

Sick when vaccinated 123 
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Number vaccinated 1,656 

Died after vaccination 233 

Per cent, of loss 19 


That is the conservative statement of the 
report. There should actually be deducted 
the 123 sick when vaccinated, for vaccina- 
tion does not help those aleady sick with 
the disease. That reduces the percentage 
to 15 as compared with 40 to 80 per cent, 
when unvaccinated. 

Now the vaccine can not be prepared 
without operation on living animals; and 
the method and the underlying idea could 
never have been reached except through 
animal experimentation. 

This may serve as a near-by example of 
what is done and as a forecast of what will 
be done for the animals themselves. The 
very beginning of Pasteur’s famous work 
was for the conservation of animal health. 
To this really great end none of the oppo- 
nents of vivisection has contributed an iota, 

2. It is aflBrmed by most antivivisection- 
ists that experiments on animals are useless 
in that no knowledge of any real value has 
ever been attained in that way. This atti- 
tude is well illustrated in a recent circular 
entitled '‘Claim Everything” issued by the 
American Antivivisection Society. This 
circular is intended to be a rebuttal to an 
article by Dr. W. W. Keen in the Scientific 
American of June 20, 1914, The state- 
ments in the circular are on the authority of 
the president of tbe British Union for the 
Abolition of Vivisection. The circular says, 

Praia surgery owes nothing to animal experi- 
mentation. In brain, above all, the animal differs 
from man. 

This appeals to a multitude of voters 
who do not know that motor localization 
was discovered bjr Pritsch and Hitzig on 
the brain of a dog. Dr. Keen had referred 
to the new and highly successful methods 
of direct transfusion of blood. The circular 
states, 


The direct transfusion of blood needs no ex- 
periments vdth animals, nor is the operation itself 
necessary. 

The curious psychological twist in the 
reasoning of the opponents of progress in 
scientific medicine is shown in the follow- 
ing quotations from the same circular, 
copied verbatim, except that to save the 
space of comment I have inserted the 
italics : 

Operations for goiter, again, depend upon the 
aseptic treatment. 

Diphtheria has been reduced solely by sanitary 
measures^ 

Malaria has been abolished by sanitation. 

Yellow fever can not have been abolished by 
any means based on experiments on animals, be- 
cause the germ has never been found to experi- 
ment with. 

Discovery of salvarsan. This had better never 
have been made. 

Every one familiar with the history of 
hygiene and sanitation knows how much of 
our knowledge and our point of view has 
been obtained through experiments on ani- 
mals. Prohibit animal experimentation imd 
progress in hygiene and sanitation would be 
practically brought to a standstill Yet the 
opponents of research reiterate the state- 
ment that hygiene and not experimentation 
has enabled us to advance, and hence that 
experimentation is useless. Where a for- 
ward step has been made which is not attrib- 
utable to “hygiene,” as in t];te case of direct 
blood transfv^on, its useinilness is flatly 
denied. 

In most literature of this kind yon will 
find expressed or implied a denial of the 
whole range of soientifle knowledge as to 
the relation of mierobes to disease. They 
refer to serums, vaccines and antitoxins in 
terms of profound contempt. A favorite 
expression is one which I have heard used 
by a California legislator, who cidls vaccine 
“rotten animal pus” and who would make 
it a criminal offense to introdnoe any vac- 
cine into the human eystem. 



Kovbvbse 19, 1915] 


SCIENCE 


709 


8. Another argument is based on the so- 
ctdled “rights of awimals.” As a question 
of theoretical ethics I am willing to leave 
that for the present to the philosophers. I 
can not argue with the man who insists that 
his dog and his hog are as good as he is; 
that he has no right to restrain the one or 
to eat the other. If he refuse to eat meat, 
or eggs, drink milk, use leather, wool or 
other animal products for clothing or 
shelter ; if he refuse to make counter attacks 
against the lions or serpents which attack 
him, he is consistent ; I can not argue with 
Mtn ; I can merely watch him go his way in 
the procession with the trilobite, the ich- 
thyosaurus and the dodo. But intensely 
practical questions arise and must be met. 
And the life of a relatively few animals is 
placed against the life and health and com- 
fort of the human race. The antivivisec- 
tionist insists that even if you grant that 
the injury to the guinea-pig or the rabbit or 
the horse will save the life of a child you 
have no right to save it in that way. If 
there is not room in the life-boat for the 
woman and the dog you have no right to 
push out the dog to make room for the 
woman. 

But here I want to take issue squarely 
with the claim that we have no right to 
make experiments which cause pain— that 
if a fatal admission which some of the Eng- 
lish physiologists have made. We have a 
right to perform painful experiments if the 
knowledge that we seek can be obtained in 
no other way. Ordinarily it can be obtained 
better without pain, or can only be obtained 
in the absence of pain, but the principle 
tnmains. So long as man lives in the same 
world with other animals, eating to some 
extent the same food, subject to a large ex- 
tent to the same diseases, it will be neces- 
saiy for man either to maintain the mastery 
or to become one of the beasts of the field 
himself. 


But especially I can not see why experi- 
ments for the good of humanity and for the 
benefit of the animals themselves should be 
prohibited on the ground of cruelty and the 
absence of right, in the light of the per- 
mission of many other things. The castra- 
tion of an animal as performed on the farm 
by far exceeds in crusty and callousness of 
performance anything which I have ever 
witnessed in a laboratory. A few hundred 
animals are used in all our laboratories for 
all purposes. The census report shows that 
in California in 1909, there were bom 163,- 
728 bull calves. It is fair to assume that 
150,000 were castrated. There were bom 
41,927 colts. Of these approximately one 
half were probably males, and making de- 
ductions for those kept as stallions, there 
were here at the lowest estimate 19,000 
geldings. There were 283,741 pigs bom, 
which means probably 135,000 males to 
have their testes ripped out. A total eadi 
year in California of 304,000 operations. 
Comparing these in number and violence 
with the work in biological laboratories and 
medical schools, the latter becomes wholly 
insignificant. But the gelding of the boar 
does not have the emotional appeal in it and 
we hear little about it. Dehorning of cattle 
is a painful operation, but it saves vastly 
more pain which would result from the in- 
jury which, without it, they would inflict 
upon one another. 

4. It is urged that certain results of un- 
doubted value (or from the standpoint of 
the opponents of research, of possible 
value) could have been reached by some 
other way. This is a line of reasoning 
which has been used with a great flourish 
of apparent candor and show of plausibil- 
ity. A biologist having by a long and 
painstaking series of experiments found the 
solution of a problem, a pettifogger takes 
that solution and shows by a play on words, 
how he could, without experiment, have do- 
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rivedi l^e same oonclttsion from certain given 
data. This is the basis of the constant ap- 
peal to hygiene, as the means of preven- 
tion of disease; while the very principles 
of hygiene are based throughout on animal 
experimentation. 

I have read recently with great interest 
two books, accounts of journeys over prac- 
tically the same ground, the journey from 
Mombasa on the East African coast to 
the great lakes at the source of the Nile. 
The one is by Lieutenant Speke, the other 
by Colonel Roosevelt. Speke traveled in 
constant danger and discomfort, beset with 
discouragements and the opposition of 
treacherous natives, in an unexplored, un- 
known land. Roosevelt made the trip by 
railroad. Our antivivisection opponents 
continually upbraid us for traveling like 
Speke in the difficult, uncharted territory, 
when we might wait and go de luxe in a 
Pullman: Will they build the road while 
we waitt 

5. A further charge is urged against 
vivisection, that it leads to a state of mind 
which will not hesitate to make similar ex- 
periments on man. Human vivisection is 
held up as the acme of the fiendish impulses 
of the biologist, physiologist or surgeon. A 
hospital is a place of unspeakable horrors. 

Now on this I must make two remarks. 

(1) That any thinking man will see that 
certain observations may be made on a 
patient without injury or pain to the pa- 
tient, and that if these observations or ex- 
periments furnish useful knowledge, there 
can be no possible objection to them, and 

(2) every surgical operation is a vivisec- 
tion experiment in one sense. A surgical 
friend has vivisected me, and yet I do not 
call him a fiend and an arch torturer. 

Of course there are all sorts of men 
among physicians and surgeons as in all 
other professions. Abuses and outrages do 
occur, no doubt. There have been wicked 


doctors who have abused their trust; and 
there have been clergymen with whom the 
virtue of a young lady boarder was not 
safe; but we need not say for this reason 
that all surgeons are arch torturers and 
that all preachers are arch-leohers. 

And this brings me to a point I wish to 
insist upon, that just as you do not need 
tc pass a special law against adultery by 
ministers of the gospel, but that if yon did 
so you would put an imputation on the 
character of a large body of earnest, sin- 
cere and unselfish men, so you should not 
pass laws which would put on men in bio- 
logical research the imputation of bad 
faith and cruelty. Make the general laws 
against cruelty to animals as strict and 
far-reaching as may seem necessary for the 
good of the human race ; but do not single 
out the men who are devoting their lives 
to the search after that knowledge which is 
for the best good of the race, and make 
them the special objects of unnecessary, 
restrictive limitations. If experiments on 
animals must be prohibited let the same 
law prohibit castration of animals and the 
dehoming of cattle. If the English law 
requiring all operations by a scientific man 
to be done under anesthesia be adopted, 
then require that the operations on tiia 
farm be performed in the same way. 

You will perhaps say that the arguments 
mentioned are unworthy of attention ; 
that it is beneath our dignity to answer 
them. It will not do to take ^at attitude. 
The opponents of research are too strong 
and too well organized to be negleeted. 
They have enormous sums of money at 
their disposal They have been able to 
subsidize newspapers and are prepared for 
a campaign of persecution and prosecu- 
tion. The opponents of research are not 
easy to dassify. They represent widely 
varied types of mind, but the following are 
usually recognizable: 
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1. The fanatics. This type is repre- 
sented by the man who states over his sig- 
nature that he would prefer to have his 
own child die of diphtheria than to have it 
saved by the torture ( t) of a^single guinea- 
pig. These are perhaps the only thor- 
oughly consistent antivivisectionists. They 
are often so much in earnest that they do 
not hesitate to mislead the public through 
publication of untruths. 

2. The cultured ignoramuses. A large 
class of people highly educated along cer- 
tain lines of language and literature, but 
profoundly ignorant of the most simple 
and fundamental facts of natural law. 
They are the Clara Vere de Veres of both 
sexes and all ages. 

3. The financially interested. Great 
fortunes are accumulated by the sale of 
patent nostrums. The business makes 
headway in proportion as medical knowl- 
edge and medical practise can be thrown 
into disrepute. Thus the Journal of 
ZoophUy, January, 1915, quotes the fol- 
lowing with no word of disapproval 
Medical Freedom says in its October niunber: 

“Only recently Mrs. Catherine E. Mercer and 
her two children were vaccinated against typhoid 
in Brooklyn, N. Y, All were made ill. Mrs. 
Mercer died and the two children suffered for 
weeks. In Iowa a perfectly healthy guardsman 
was vaccinated against typhoid, became ill and 
died. In Camp Dodge, Des Moines, Iowa, Conrad 
Ltljeberg died soon after vaccination. Also Clar- 
enea Pantser, Thirteenth Coast Aj^tillery, National 
Guard, New York." 

4. Religious cults. It must be said to 
the credit of the majority of those who pro- 
fess a religious philosophy which ignores 
disease that they are not inclined to put 
ohstoclea in the way of medical progress. 
Nevertheless, in a recent number of the 
Jaumal of ZoophUy, a column headed 
Anti-Vivisection Notes is entirely occupied 
by a long tirade against the medical pro- 
fession by the senior senator from Cali- 
fornia* 


5. Demagogues. These are not wanting 
and in California have been not unsuccess- 
ful in securing legislative position by mas- 
querading as benefactors and reformers. 

The above are strange bedfellows, but 
they seem to agree well among themselves. 
They have this more or less in common 
that they desire to throw the eflPorts of the 
earnest, honest physician into disrepute; 
his loss is their gain. Anything does for a 
pretext. It can be vivisection or vaccina- 
tion or quarantine or what not. Their 
method is always that of the pettifogger or 
the demagogue. They publish accounts of 
experiments done under anesthesia and of 
experiments done before the introduction 
of anesthetics as if they were all alike and 
now all in vogue. They describe vivisec- 
tions done in the days when men were 
hanged and quartered as if they were the 
common practise of to-day. And in it all 
the appeal is to sentiment and prejudice, 
not to reason and common sense. By these 
methods they reach and may yet more ef- 
fectively influence large numbers of honest 
and conscientious voters too busy to in- 
form themselves as to the real issues, and 
unable to unravel the tangle of sophistry, 
sentiment and misrepresentation, with the 
result that there is great danger of hostile 
and harmful legislation. 

In the face of all this opposition I feel 
justified in calling for support from you 
who are working in the various fields of 
science more or less remote to that of biol- 
ogy, not only because as co-workers in the 
effort to enlarge the sphere of human 
knowledge as men of open mind and en- 
lightened sympathies your support may 
rightly be expected by those whose re- 
searches are primarily concerned in the 
discovery of those truths that are directly 
applicable to the diminution of pain and 
suffering and disease. But I would also 
place before you the importance to all of 
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yon in your various fields of that which T 
have called the larger background of knowl- 
edge. It is only by this that we can see 
things in their true perspective. Our re- 
spective sciences and our special fields of 
research become of value only when their 
wider relations are apprehended. And 
may I without unduly magnifying mine 
office as a biologist call your attention to 
the fact that biology has contributed no 
unworthy share to the means of progress 
in the sister sciences. The contributions 
of biologists, especially the workers in 
physiological chemistry, to the general ad- 
vance of chemical science does not require 
to be mentioned; nor do I need to refer to 
the usefulness to physical chemistry of the 
fertile ideas of Pfeffer and De Vries in the 
explanation of osmotic pressure. The 
physicists do not need to be told that by 
far the most sensitive galvanometer for the 
measurement of minute currents of short 
duration is the device of the physiologist 
Einthoven, designed primarily for use in 
the study of living organs. The engineers 
will recall that the method of recording 
progressive changes on a revolving drum 
is the application of the kymographion in- 
vented by Ludwig for the recording of 
blood pressures; but now employed in se- 
curing graphic records of a great variety 
of natural phenomena. 

Or let me reverse the picture and remind 
you that the physiologist, the pathologist 
and the physician are laboring to apply the 
results of your researches in the explana- 
tion of the normal life processes, and to use 
them in the discovery of the causes of pain 
and suffering and disease, to the end that 
these causes may be overcome. Toward 
this result all lin^ of scientific effort are 
contributory. 

SAMum^ 3. TAaxwmjl, 

UNivxasiTT or Califoeni4 


T3S EBEOSS JN TSECI3E LEVELING DUE 
TO XEEEQULAE ATMOET3EEIC 
EEFEACTIONS^ 

Vrrt accurate determinations of elevations 
above some datum have been made possible by 
l^e great impfbvementB in the wye or spirit 
level which have taken place during the last 
half century. In 1867 the International Geo- 
detic Association defined precise leveling as 
that which has a probable accidental error of 
not more than 3 mm, per kilometer. The level- 
ing run to establish the controlling or fnnda- 
mental elevations in the interior of the coun- 
tries, during the decades which followed, 
showed these limits to be too liberal. In 1912 
the International Geodetic Association adopted 
a resolution calling for a still higher grade of 
leveling nailed 'leveling of high precision.'* 
This is defined as leveling in which every line, 
set of lines or net is run twice in opposite di- 
rections on different dates, as far as possible, 
and whose errors, computed by prescribed 
formulas, do not exceed db 1 mm. per kilometer 
for the probable accidental error and =fc0.2 
mm. per kilometer for the probable systematic ' 
error. 

This class of leveling is easily secured with 
the modem instruments and methods. In fact 
the greater portion of the leveling done with 
the older instruments and methods in the . 
United States by the Coast and Geodetic StHr- 
vey and by other organizations came within 
these limits. 

The datum or plane of reference which has 
been adopted in this and in other countries is 
mean sea level, that is the surface of the 
oceans with the water assumed to he at rest 
and affected only by gravity. This surface 
may be determined with relation to fixed 
points on land by long series of tidal observa- 
tions. The mean surface varies in height from 
day to day, month to month, and even from 
year to year. Whether there are secular 
changes is not definitely known. The disturb- 
ing influences are the sun and moon, prevailing 
winds and varying atmospheric pressures. 
The configuration of the shore may have acme 

1 Bead before the WaihingtoA ^hilosophieSl HBe- 
ciety, Maroh 18^ 1915. 
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effect, but this would probably be very slight 
at points on the open coast and would no 
doubt be constant and not show in the series 
of tidal results* 

The following table gives the yearly aver- 
ages for the tidal stations at the Presidio, San 
Pranolsco, just inside the Golden Gate. 


Y«ftr 

Ft, 

Yetr 

Ft. 

Year 

Height, 

Ft. 


Height, 

1898 

8.30 

1902 

8.57 

1906 

8.68 

1910 

8.42 

1899 

8.44 

19031 

8.53 

19071 

8.66 1 

19Ul 

8.61 

1900 

8.60 

1904! 

8.63 

1908 

8.43 , 

1912 

8.49 

1901 

8.46 

1 

1905 

8.66 

1909! 

8.63 

1913 

8.51 


The mean sea level for 16 years (1898 to 
1918) equals 8.519 feet on the staff. The staff 
was frequently referred to a substantial bench 
mark near the tidal station and corrections 
were applied to take account of any variation 
in the elevation of the zero of the staff referred 
to this bench mark. 

The total range during the 16 years was 
0*86 foot. The greatest difference from the 
mean is 0.22 foot, while the average difference 
is 0.076 foot. It is seen that the mean value 
for any three consecutive years does not differ 
from the mean for the sixteen years by more 
then .110 foot. There are 14 3-year groups 
with an average difference from the mean of 
0,04 foot, about 1.3 centimeters. 

Ordinarily when a tidal station is estab- 
lished solely for determining mean soa level 
from which to extend a line of precise levels 
a aeries of tidal observations extending 
through only three years is made. Judging 
from the San Francisco records, we may there- 
fore expect an uncertainty of the plane of 0.04 
foot or 0.013 meter. 

Whether or not the mean sea levels at differ- 
ent parte of the same ocean and of different 
oceans He in the same equipotential surface is 
a question which has not been solved in the 
United States. It is true that the several 
transcontinental lines of levels indicate that 
the Pacific is higher than the Atlantic and 
Gulf, but this may be due to accumulated 
errors in the thousands of miles of levels in- 
volved, The results of careful leveling across 
the Isthmus of Panama show that the mean 


sea levels of the Atlantic and Pacific are in 
the same equipotential surface within 17.8 
centimeters. This difference may be largely 
due to the unavoidable errors in the leveling 
and the determination of the sea levels of the 
two oceans. The mean sea level on the Pacific 
was determined by observations through only 
one year and may bo in error several tenths of 
a foot. 

The leveling across Florida is not strong 
and its results are not conclusive. There are 
four lines between St. Augustine on the At- 
lantic and Cedar Keys on the Gulf, with a 
total range of 0.85 meter in the difference in 
elevation of the two places. At each of those 
points tidal observations are being made and 
within a year or two a new line of levels will 
be run between them. We hope to obtain then 
some definite data in regard to the relative 
elevations of the two bodies of water. 

In the absence of conclusive information we 
have assumed in our level net adjustment that 
the surfaces of the three groat bodies of water 
touching this country are in the same equi- 
poteutial surface and the starting points of 
the various lines of levels are consequently 
given zero elevations. 

There are two ways in which the errors of 
leveling show; one in the closing of circuits, 
and the other in the disagreement in the dif- 
ference in elevation between each two consecu- 
tive bench marks as determined by the two 
runnings of the line between them. We shall 
not have time to consider at length the closing 
errors. The dosing errors of the circuits of 
levels run entirely with the new instruments 
and methods* are seldom greater than 0,20 
millimeter per kilometer. This is a clear indi- 
cation that the accumulative errors in a long 
line are small. 

The following table shows the principal facta 
in regard to the closing errors of the 84 cir- 
cuits forming the net which was adjusted in 
1912. 

There are many sources of error in leveling, 
of a systematic nature which may be made to 

a See the following 0. and G. S. publications; 
Appendix No. 8, Beport for 1903, and Special 
Pablioaiions Nos. 38 and £2. 
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UaU p«r Em. 
in Mm. 

Kata par Mile 
In Thouaandtba 
of foot 

o { 

No. 

Km. 

No. 

MUaa 

Par 

Gant, of 
Wfaola 

.00 

to 

.10 

0.00 to 0.62 

66 

17,261 

10,719 

40.1 

.10 


.20 

0.62 

‘ 1.06 

36 

8,708 

5,411 

20.3 

.20 


.30 

1.05 

* 1.67 

80 

9,732 

6,047 

22.6 

.30 


.40 

1.67 

‘ 2.10 

7 

1.480 

920 

8.4 

.40 


.60 

2.10 

* 2.62 

14 

1,488 

926 

3.5 

.60 


.60 

2.62 

‘ 8.16 

4 

492 

306 

1.1 

.60 


.70 

3.16 

3.67 

6 

595 

370 

1.4 

.70 


.80 

3.67 

4.20 

1 

312 

194 

0.7 

.80 


.90 

4.20 

* 4.72 

1 

160 

93 

0.3 

.90 


1.00 

4.72 

' 6.26 

1 6 

647 

1 402 

1.5 

1.00 


2.00 

6.25 

* 10.60 

13 

2,076 

1,290 

4.8 

Over 


2.00 

1 Over 

10.60 

1 

48 

; 30 

0.1 






178 

[ CD 

1 

cc 

26,707 

99.8' 


act as accidental errors in a long line of levels. 
The methods followed in the Coast and Geo- 
detic Survey have this in view. One of the 
most troublesome errors encountered in the 
past was due to the changes in the relation 
between the line of sight and the axis of the 
bubble caused by rapid and unequal tempera- 
ture changes in the different parts of the In- 
strument. The older instruments were made 
of metals having large coefficients of expan- 
sion, and the bubble was at a considerable dis- 
tance from the center of the telescope tube. 
It was found that the error of a line was a 
function of its direction or azimuth. This 
error is probably eliminated in leveling run 
with the Coast and Geodetic Survey level 
which has been in use about fifteen years. It 
is made of nickel-iron with a coefficient of ex- 
pansion of only .000004 and its bubble is set 
into the tube of the telescope near the line of 
sight. 

We will not consider the sources of errors 
which are well known and which are largely 
eliminated by the methods employed, but will 
confine ourselves to some interesting errors ap- 
parently due to variations in the vertical at- 
mospheric refraction on steep grades, and even 
these can only be touched upon. They are 
considered at some length in a recent publica- 
tion of the Survey.® 

All leveling by the Survey is run in both di- 
rections, forward and backward, the line is 
divided into sections approximately one kilom- 
eter in length, and the two runnings of a see- 

a See Special Publication No. 22, of the 0. and 
G. Survey. 


tion are made in different days in order to 
vary the atmospheric conditions. Usually one 
running is made in the morning and the other 
in the afternoon. For a number of years the 
observers have kept records of the time of day 
,of the runnings of the different sections and 
the weather conditions which obtained. Five 
lines of levels were selected for a study of the 
possible relation between the errors of leveling 
and the conditions of the weather, the time of 
the observations and the steepness of the grade. 
These lines are: 


No. 

Lina 

nu- 

Unoa, 

Kroa. 

Dirac UoD of 
Frograas 

Aver- 

aga 

Lan^th 

Saotlon, 

Kma. 

1 

San Francisco, Cal. 
to Marmol, Nev. 

497 

Eastward 

0.8 

2 

Beowawe to Marmot, 
Nev 

461 

Westward 

0.9 

8 

Brigham, Utah, to 
Heowawe, Nev 

486 

do. 

0.8 

4 

Butte to Devon, 
Mont 

461 

Northward 

0.8 

6 

Pocatello, Idaho, to 
Butte, Mont 

415 

do. 

1.1 


Total 

23wr' 




Mean grade per section, steep slopes. 16.6 meters 
Mean grade per section, low slopes. . . 8.4 meters 
Mean grade per section, all sections.. . 6.4 meters 


The total length of these lines is 2,810 kilom- 
eters. As it was impracticable to investigate 
the relations between the sise and sign of the 
discrepancy between the results of the two 
runnings of the sections and the many differ- 
ent grades, the leveling was separated into 
only two classes: First, those having grades 
exceeding ten meters and, second, those with 
smaller grades. As the average length of a 
section is about one kilometer a ten-meter 
grade corresponds to a grade of approximately 
one per cent. The average grade for the first 
olasa is 16.6 meters, for the second 8.4 meters, 
and for all the sections 6.4 meters. 

We shell first see whether there is any dif- 
ference in the elevation between the two ends 
of a section by the two runnings where one 
running is in the morning and the other iti 
the afternoon* The direction of the slope is 
not considered. In the following table A 
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•tonde for the morning and P for the after- 
noon running. The discrepancies are given in 
millimeters. 


MOftKINO AND ATTERNOON BUNNINQB COMPABEDi 
WEATHER CONDITIONS lONOBED 


Steep Qnde 


Number of soctions 188 

P-if, total, positive 4* 400.4 

Mean discrepancy + 2.64 

Number of sections 144 

P-j4, total, negative —340.4 

Mean discrepancy — 2.86 

Number of sections 332 

Mean discrepancy 2.52 

Accumulated discrepancy . . + 156.0 
Mean accumulation per seC’ 
tion 4“ 0,47 


Low (irsde 

761 

4- 1,645.1 
+ 2.16 

629 

— 1,277.8 

— 2.08 
1,390 

2.10 
4- 867.3 

+ 0.26 


Pot both classes the sections with positive 
values of P-A predominate while the mean 
accumulated discrepancy per section for the 
low grades is only 0.56 of that for the steep 
grades. 

The next table includes the morning and 
afternoon runnings, which were made in sun- 
shine. 

MOBNING AND ATTEBNOON BCTNNINOS, ALL IN SUN- 
SHINE 



Sleep Qrsde 

Loiv OTftCe 

Number of sections 

181 


629 

P-A, total, positive 

. 4-358.6 

+ ; 

1,140.8 

Mean discrepancy 

. + 2.74 

+ 

2.16 

Number of sections 

87 


456 

P-A, total, negative . . . 

. —208.0 

— 

985.5 

Mean dlsorepanoy 

, — 2.33 

— 

2.05 

Number of sections 

218 


985 

Mean discrepancy 

2.58 


2.11 

Accumulated discrepancy 

. -4* 155,6 

+ 

205.3 

Mean discrepancy per sec- 



tion 

. . + 0.71 

+ 

0.21 

The evidence here is 

similar to that 

of the 


preceding table but the accumulated discrep- 
ancy for the steep grades is three and one half 
times as great as that for the lower grades. 
The investigation does not indicate whether 
the morning or the afternoon running gives a 
value nearer the truth, but it is the speaker's 
opinion that the afternoon is freer from error 
than the morning running. 


It is the speaker’s opinion that the after- 
noon running gives on an average a difference 
which is closer to the truth than the morning 
running. In the afternoon the temperatures 
of the ground and of the air are more nearly 
the same and a layer of air of uniform density 
should be concentric or nearly so with the sea- 
level surface. If this is true the refraction on 
the front and back sights should be about the 
same. The leveling of the U, S. Coast and 
Geodetic Survey is seldom done after 6 o’clock 
in the afternoon. So the afternoon running 
is not materially affected by the abnormal re- 
fraction of the late afternoon when a line of 
sight on a grade would pass through layers of 
colder and denser air which would tend to be 
concentric with the surface of the ground. In 
the late afternoon the earth cools more rapidly 
than the air and the air near the earth’s sur- 
face becomes colder than the air above and 
consequently denser than normal. 

In the morning on a clear day the air is re- 
ceiving radiated heat from the earth’s surface. 
This decreases the density of the air close to 
the ground, and forms layers which tend to 
be concentric with the surface of the ground 
rather than with the sea level surface. (The 
air near the earth is of course not at rest but 
tends to rise, owing to the decreased density.) 
It may be assumed that the line of sight to 
the observer from the rod held down the grade 
is not affected abnormally W'hile the sight to 
the rod held up the grade is usually close to 
the ground and must pass through the layers 
of lower density near the earth’s surface. This 
sight would be less refracted than the one 
down the grade and may even be negatively 
refracted, therefore the morning running 
would give too small a difference between the 
zeroes of the rods sighted on from one station. 
It is the speaker’s belief that, other things be- 
ing equal, a line of levels run over steep grades 
in two directions in the afternoon, from noon 
to about one hour before sundown, will give 
results closer to the truth than levels with both 
runnings in the forenoon or with one leveling 
in the forenoon and the other in the afternoon. 
It is believed that this also applies to leveling 
over slopes of moderate grade. 
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The following table gives data for leveling 
done under different conditions of the sky. 
The letter C stands for cloudy and 8 for eun- 
ahine or clear. 

BUKNINOS IN CLOUDY AND CLlCAll WTEATHKB 

Bt«ep OradM Low OraSet 

Number of sections 56 217 

0-S, total, positive + 159.2 + 473.1 

Mean discrepancy -f* 2-54 + 2.18 

Number of sections 45 228 

C~S, total, negative — 86.1 — 482.8 

Mean discrepancy — 1.89 — 2.12 

Number of sections 101 445 

Mean discrepancy 2.42 2.15 

Accumulated discrepancy . . 4- 74.1 — 9.2 

Mean accumulation per sec- 
tion + 0.73 — 0.02 

The mean accumulated discrepancy here is 
-^-0.73 for the steep grades while for the low 
grades it is practically zero. 

It is the general belief among geodesists that 
the leveling under a cloudy sky is practically 
free from systematic errors resulting from at- 
mospheric conditions. Therefore it would ap- 
pear that the leveling under a clear sky causes 
the observed differences in elevation on steep 
grades to be too small. 

In the following table are given data for the 
steep sections which had one running in clear 
and the other in cloudy weather, but the data 
ere arranged in two groups, one where the 
running in sunshine was made in the morn- 
ing called (SA) while the other has the run- 
ning in sunshine made in the afternoon (5F) : 

bunkingb when cloudy and on olbab hoenxnos 
S teep Grades Low Grades 

Number of sections 56 240 

C-nSA, accumulation per section. + 0.24 + O.ll 

BUKNINOS WHBN OLOXmY AND ON CLEAB ATTSSNOONS 
StsepOradei Low Grades 

Number of sections 45 215 

accumulation per section. + 1.34 — 0.21 

The number of sections on steep grades is 
too small to warrant our drawing any definite 
conclusions from the data given. The indica- 
tion from the steep section is that the after- 
noon running gives a value lower than the 
morning value. 


The average accumulated values of C-8A 
and C-8P for the sections with low grade are 
small, +0.11 millimeter per section in the 
former and — 0.21 millimeter per section in 
the latter. These soctions are quite numerous 
as compared with the number of steep sections, 
and should no doubt be given some considera- 
tion before coming to a decision as to whether 
the morning or afternoon runnings in sun- 
shine give the larger differences. 

The data in the following table show some 
relations between the systematic errors of 
leveling and calm and windy weather. The 
letter C stands for calm and TF for wind. 

BUNNIKOS IN CALK AND IN WIND 

8teep Gtwdea Low Oradai 

Number of sections 68 277 

C-W, total, positive + 140.0 + 644.3 

Mean discrepancy + 2.22 + 2.0 

Number of sections 75 845 

C^Wf total, negative — 199.8 — 767.4 

Mean discrepancy — 2.66 — 2.20 

Number of sections 138 622 

Mean discrepancy 2.46 2.11 

Accumulated discrepancy , . - — 59.8 — 203.1 

Mean accumulation per sec- 
tion — 0.48 — 0.38 

Both for the steep and low grades the run-, 
nings during wind give on an average greater 
differences in elevation between the ends of a 
section than the runnings during calm. The 
average is almost as large for the low grades 
as for the steep ones. This con not be con- 
sidered to be a general rule for other factors 
may and probably do influence the results. 
All of the lines are in the western portion of 
the United States where it is usually more 
windy in the afternoon than in the morning. 
Calm is infrequent there in the afternoon. 
Therefore the value of would be some- 
what confused with the value of F-A. 

If both runnings are made in the forenoon 
or both in the afternoon, then the values of 
C-W should be practically free from the effect 
of the time of the day. In the following table 
there are given the data for such seefionst the 
amount of grade not beiug considered. 
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aiCTlOKS WITH BOTH BTTNNIN08 IN THE HOKNINO OE 
BOTH m THE ArTEBMOON 


Komber of leetionB 85 

C~W, total, positive + 177^ 

Mean discrepancj + 2.08 

Number of see t ions 90 

C~Wf total, negative — 222.3 

Mesm discrepancy — 2.47 

Number of sections 175 

Accumulated discrepancy — 45.1 

Mean accumulation per section — 0.26 


The effect of morning and afternoon condi- 
tions being eliminated (but not the cloudy or 
clear sky) we have a result which shows a 
larger value on an average for the running in 
wind than the one in calm. 

There are 495 sections, each of which had 
one running in the morning and one running 
in the afternoon with both runnings made 
during calm. These sections should have 
values for P-A which are free from the effect 
of calm and wind. The data for these sections 
are shown below. The grade is not considered. 

SECTIONS aUN IN BOTH DIRECTIONS DUBINO CALM 


Number of sectious 269 

P^A, total, positive + 603.5 

Mean, discrepancy + 2.83 

Number of sections 236 

total, negative —497.5 

Mean discrepancy — 2.11 

Number of sections 495 

Accumulated discrepancy + 106.0 

Mean accumulation per section + 0.21 


The results in the above table are free from 
the effects of wind and calm, but may be and 
probably are somewhat affected by cloudy or 
dear sky. But the indication is that the after- 
noon running is greater than the forenoon, on 
an average. 

If it is assumed that the running in wind is 
free from error, then the data for the sections 
shown below should give an indication as to 
whether an afternoon or forenoon running of 
a section will give the greater difference in 
devation. The amount of grade is not oon- 
aidered, 

The term (<?-Tr)4 represents calm minus 


wind, with the calm running in the forenoon, 
while ((7-Tf)P is the same, except that the 
calm running is in the afternoon. 

Mm. 

Number of sections 256, total 

positive value A + 499.2 

Number of sections 330, total 

negative value {O-W) A — 769.0 

Number of sections 94, total 

positive value P + 221.7 

Number of sections 87, total 

negative value {C~W) P — 182.3 

Mean accumulated discrepancy 

per section for {0-W) A — 0.44 

(C-TF) P + 0.22 

The indications from these data are that the 
difference from the calm running in the fore- 
noon is too small and from the calm running 
in the afternoon too great, upon the assump- 
tion that the running in wind is without error. 
This bears out the conclusion stated earlier 
in this paper that the afternoon running gives 
a greater difference in elevation tlian the 
morning running. 

OONOLUSIONS 

While the data used in the investigation 
into the sources of error in precise leveling 
are not sufficient to warrant any definite state- 
ments, yet they seem to justify the following 
conclusions as probable. 

1. The average size of the discrepancy be- 
tween the values of the difference in elevation 
determined twice under different conditions 
does not give a clear idea of the magnitude of 
the accidental errors which may be produced 
by certain conditions, as the custom is to make 
the length of sight as great as the conditions 
will permit Therefore, the extra length of 
sight may offset otherwise favorable condi- 
tions and give a large difference between two 
runnings of a section. 

2. For sections run twice under different 
conditions the average accumulated value of 
the discrepancy is greater for the sections 
with steep grades than with low grades; the 
direction of the running being ignored and 
only the actual difference in elevation be- 
tween the ends of a section being considered. 

8. On all grades, but more especially the 
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steep ones, the difference in elevation deter* 
mined in the afternoon is on an average 
greater than that determined in the forenoon. 

4. On an average, a running during wind 
gives a greater difference in elevation than 
one during calm. The amount of this differ- 
ence is somewhat greater for the steep than 
for the low grades. 

5. On an average a running when the sky 
is cloudy gives a larger difference in elevation 
between two points, on a steep grade, than a 
running while the sun is shining. For low 
grades there is practically no difference, on 
an averoge, between the runnings under the 
two conditions. 

6. For steep grades (about 10 meters per 
kilometer) the probability is that the after- 
noon running gives, on an average, a result 
closer to the truth than the forenoon running. 
The afternoon running should be ended some- 
time before sundown. The running in wind 
probably gives results on an average closer to 
the truth than a running in calm. 

7. While ihe data in the tables given above 
make these conclusions justifiable, yet, owing 
to the fact that there are so many conditions 
to be considered, it is impracticable to obtain 
at present any reliable numerical values for 
the effect of any given atmospheric condition 
or set of conditions. 

8. It is believed that, other things being 
equal, the running in the afternoon (if not 
within about an hour of sunset) gives, on an 
average, more accurate results than the fore- 
noon running; also that, other things beixig 
equal, a running in wind is more acomrate, on 
an average, than one in calm ; and, that other 
things being equal, a running with a cloudy 
sky will be more accurate, on an average, than 
one in sunshine. Hence, the ideal condition 
would be an afternoon with a moderate wind 
and a cloudy sky. 

9. It is believed that the mere fact of run- 
ning backward or forward has no real effect 
on the result of a running, as the value of 
B-F may vary in sign for different lines and 
even for different parts of a single line. 

WiLLUH Bowm 

U. S. CbAsr AMD Qmowtxo Bxrapmr 


SB8SET HALL AT TEE VmVEMStTY OP 
NEBEA8KA 

Dr. Bessev is gone, but he leaves with us an 
imperishable memory. He was the first pro- 
fessor in the natural science group to remain 
long with the TTniversity of Nebraska and to 
leave an indelible mark upon it. It is fitting 
that the permanent home of two fundamental 
natural sciences in the university should be 
named in his honor. 

The writer believes that he first suggested 
zmming such a building after Dr. Bessey when 
he penned for the approval page 21 of the bien- 
nial report of 1911-12. This report contains 
the sentence: 

The inadequate and dangerous building known 
as Nebraska Hall should be removed and an ade- 
quate building called Bessey Hall in honor of Dr. 
Bessey erected to bouse the natural sciences. 

Nevertheless when he wrote these words it 
was then as now the writer’s opinion that in 
general no building built at public expense 
should be named after the living. Dr. Bessey 
was great enough so that this exception was 
planned, but his lamented death prevented the 
exception being made. Let us now render his 
memory a special honor by resolving that here- 
after no building shall bo named for any one 
until his life’s work is complete. This is in 
harmony with the regents’ act in deciding that’ 
hereafter the title of head dean shall not be 
awarded. 

Some of the special friends of Dr. Bessey 
are disappointed that the building is not to 
be located on a more conspicuous site. To 
these 1 would say that Dr. Bessey insisted on 
only one thing — ^north light for the use of his 
microscopes. He was, however, pleased to 
have the building located away from the noise 
and dust of heavy traffic. The location as now 
determined met his critical approval. The 
building will have north windows along its 
main side and will be so located that no other 
university building can by any possibility ob- 
struct the view. 

The building will have three stories above 
ground* The bosment, not to be used for 
dass-roozn purposes, will be utilised for lock- 
ers, toilet rooms, store rooms^ constant tern- 
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perature rooms and other features of a modern 
laboratory of natural science. The entire 
space of the building will be divided almost 
equally between the departments of botany 
and soology. Commodious offices and a num- 
ber of special rooms for the use and comfort 
of the occupants will be provided. The build- 
ing will be 286 feet long and 76 feet wide in 
its widest part. The center of the building 
facing south will open ujwn the space reserved 
for greenhouses. The building itself is to be 
of brick, hard burnt, of a reddish brown color, 
selected with a certain roughness and bloom 
on the surface. The mortar joints will be wide 
and raked. The trimming will bo of Bedford 
stone. This material will also form the facing 
of the building as high as the base of the 
windows on the first floor. 

The building itself is to be of the steel wall- 
bearing tyi>e and will be thoroughly fireproof. 
In this type of structure the masonry of the 
walls carries part of the weight of the frame 
while the frame itself 8upi>ort9 the floors, par- 
titions and roof. 

In harmony with all the new buildings of 
the university the building will be of classic 
architecture. It will depend for its beauty on 
graceful lines and symmetry rather than on 
expensive ornamentation. In harmony with 
Dr. Bessey’s character we shall try to make 
the building just as permanent as the building 
skill of the times through the use of brick, 
steel and concrete will permit. It ought to 
stand for 600 years at least. Further, in keep- 
ing with Dr. Bessey'fl character it will be at- 
tractive without ostentation, built for perma- 
nence and usefulness rather than show. 

Aside from the sentiment connected with its 
erection it will be a building much needed by 
the university. Botany and zoology have never 
had adequate quarters here. This will house 
them in a way worthy of a great university. 
While these departments will have consider- 
ably more space than they have at present, we 
are not building large enough to care for their 
growth for many years to come. When the 
number of students of botany becomes too 
large for the new quarters, we can build a sepa- 
rate building for zoology, leaving the entire 
spaoe of the Beasey building to botany. 


The building will cost approximately |200,- 
000 when completed and finished. The uni- 
versity considers itself fortunate in the fact 
that the lowest bid was made by a firm which 
has not only the reputation of doing excellent 
work but of doing its work promptly. This 
firm agrees to complete the general construc- 
tion in 120 working days. Assuming, then, 
that there is not too much cold and stormy 
weather during the spring and summer follow- 
ing, there should be no difficulty in having the 
building ready for use at the beginning of the 
next school year. The ground is now ready so 
that the excavation may begin at any time. 

For a few hundred dollars a beautiful memo- 
rial tablet could bo placed in the principal hg] ] 
of the new building. Some of the former stu- 
dents of Dr. Bessey have attained wealth. 
Would not some one of them like to volunteer 
to place a memorial worthy of his beloved 
teacher where the thousands of students that 
will throng this building in the years to come 
may look upon his features cast in enduring 
bronze by some skilled workman after the clay 
model of some great artist? The regents of 
the university will he pleased to accept and 
place in a suitable place such a tribute. 

S. Aveby 


THE COLUMBUS MEETING OF THE AUEBI- 
CAN ASSOCIATION FOE THE AD- 
VANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

The sixty-eighth meeting of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, 
and the fourteenth of the “ Oonvocation 
Week” meetiugs, will be held in Columbus, 
Ohio, from December 27, 1016, to January 1, 
1016. Hotel Chittenden will be the head- 
quarters. 

The council will meet on Monday morning, 
Dtxjconber 27, and each following morning. 

The opening general session of the associa- 
tion will be held at 8 o'clock p.m. on Monday, 
December 27, in the university chapel of uni- 
versity hall. The meeting will be called to 
order by the retiring president, Dr. Charles 
William Eliot, who will introduce the pieei- 
dent of the meeting, Dr. William Wallace 
Campbell. Addresses of welcome will be made 
by President W. 0. Thompson, of the Ohio 
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State University, and others to be announced, 
to which President Campbell will reply. The 
annual address of the retiring president, Dr. 
Charles W. Eliot, will then be given on “ The 
Fruits, Prospects and Lessons of Eeoent Bio- 
logical Science/^ Following the adjournment 
of the general session there will be a reception 
in the library, tendered by the Ohio State Uni- 
versity, to members of the association and 
affliated societies, with accompanying ladies. 

The sections of the association and the spe- 
cial societies will hold their meetings through 
the week. Addresses of retiring vice-presi- 
dents of the association are as follows ; 

Vice-president H. &. White, before the Section 
of Mathematics and Astronomy; ^‘Poncelet Poly- 
gons. ' * 

Vice-president Anthony Zeleny, before the Sec- 
tion of Physics: '*The Dependence of Progress in 
Science on the Bevelopmont of Instruments.’' 

Vice-president F. R. Lillie, before the Section of 
Zoology: **The History of the Fertilization Prob- 
lem. ’ * 

Vice-president Q. P. Clinton, before the Section 
of Botany; Botany in Relation to American 
Agriculture. ’ ’ 

Vice-president E. E. Bittenhouse, before the S^ec- 
tion of Social and Economic Science; ‘^Upbuild- 
ing American Vitality; the Need for a Scientific 
Investigation.” 

Vice-president B. M. Pearce, before the Section 
of Physiology and Experimental Medicine; ”The 
Work and Opportunities of a University Depart- 
ment for Bosearch in Medicine.” 

Vice-president P. H. Han us, before the Section 
of Education: ”City School Superintendents’ Be- 
ports. ’ ’ 

Vice-president L. H. Bailey, before the Section 
of Agriculture: “The Forthcoming Situation in 
Agricultural Work (Part II.).” 

The following societies have indicated tiieir 
intention to meet in Columbus during Convo- 
cation Week in affiliation witii the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science: 

Amerioan Society of VotwrixlMts. — Meets on 
Thursday, December &0. Will hold symposium 
with Amorican Society of Zoologists on Becent 
Advances in Fundamental Problems of Genetics. 
Annual dinner, same date, at 7 p.m., with presi- 
dential address by F, B. Lillie. Secretary, Dt. B. 
M. Davis, University of Pennsylvania, l^iladel- 
phia, Pa. 


American Society of Zoologisti, — Meets in joint 
session with Section F, A. A. A. S. Will hold 
symposium with American Society of Naturalists 
on Thursday, December 30, as above announced. 
President, William A. Locy. Secretary, Dr. Cas- 
well Grave, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, 
Md. 

Sntomologiodl Society of America, — Meets on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, December 
80 and 81. Annual public address by Dr. C. Gor- 
don Hewitt. Wednesday, December 29, at 8 p.M. 
President, V. L. Kellogg. Secretary, Professor 
Alex. D. MacGUlivray, 603 West Michigan Ave,, 
Urbana, 111. 

American Association of Economic Entomoio- 
gists, — Meets on Monday, Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, December 27 to 29. President, Glenn W. Her- 
rick. Secretary, Albert F. Burgees, Melrose High- 
lands, Mass. 

American Physical Society, — Meets on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday, December 28, 29 and 
30, in joint session with Section B. President, 
Ernest Merritt. Secretary, Dr. Alfred D. Cole, 
Ohio State University, Columbtiis, Ohio. 

Botmioal Society of America. — Meets on Mon- 
day to Friday, December 27 to 81. Will hold joint 
meeting with Section G, A. A, A, 8., on. Tuesday 
afternoon, December 28, and with American 
Phytopatbological Society on Thursday afternoon, 
December 30. Annual dinner for all botanists 
will be held Wednesday evening, December 29, at 
Hotel Hartman. President, John M. Coulter. 
Secretary, Harley H, Bartlett, Botanical Labora- 
tory, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

American Phytopathologioal Society. — Meets on 
Tuesday to Friday, December 28 to 81. Will hold 
joint meeting with Section G, A. A. A. S., on Tues- 
day, December 28, and with Botanical Society of 
America on Thursday, December 80. President, 
H. H. Whetzel. Secretary, Dr. 0. L. Shear, U, S. 
Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. 0. 

Botanists of the Central Statee — Will hold no 
separate meeting, but will present its papers in 
connection with Section G, A. A. A. S. Secretary, 
Dr. Edward A. Burt, Missouri Botanical Garden, 
St, Louis, Mo. 

Society for Hortioulfnro? Science. — ^Meets on 
Tuesday to Thursday, December 28 to 80. Presi- 
dent, W, L, Howard. Secretary, Professor 0. P. 
Close, College Park, Maryland. 

Asscciafipn of Offioial Seed Analysts of North 
America. — ^Meets on Tuesday and Wednesday, Be* 
cember 28 and 29. President, W. L. Oswald. See* 
Tetary, John P* Heylar^ Agricultural Experiment 
Station, New Brunsvrick, N. J. 
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American Microecopicdl Sooietp. — Will hold 
executive committee luncbeoa on Tueedaj, De- 
cemiber 28, at 12;30 P.M., followed by business 
meetings same date, at 5 P.u. President, C. A. 
Kofoid. Secretary, Professor T. W. Galloway, 
James Millikin University, Decatur, 111. 

American Maikematicat Society (Chicago Sec* 
tion). — Meets on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 
December 80 to January 1. Will hold joint meet* 
ing with Section A, A. A. A. S., on Thursday, De* 
cember SO, at 2 VM. Secretary, Chicago Section, 
Professor H. E. Slaught, 5548 Kenwood Avenue, 
Chicago, 111. 

American Federation of Teachers of the Mathe- 
matical and the Natural Sciences, — Will meet on 
dates to be announced. Secretary, Professor Wil* 
liam A. Hedrick, McKinley Manual Training 
School, Washington, D. C. 

American Nature-Study Society, — Meets on 
Thursday and Friday, December 30 and SI, Will 
hold joint session with School Garden Association 
of America on Thursday, December 80, at 2:30 
p.M. President, L. H. Bailey. Secretary, Pro* 
fessor E. B. Downing, University of Chicago, Chi- 
cago, 111. 

School Garden Association of Atnericu.-— Meets 
in joint session with American Nature-Study So- 
ciety on Thursday, December 80, at 2:30 p.M. 
President, Van Evrie Kilpatrick, 124 West aoth 
St., Now York, N. Y. 

Society of the Sigma Xi, — Will meet on dates to 
be announced. President, Dr. Charles S. Howe, 
Case School of Applied Science, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Wilson Ornithological Club. — Will meet on dates 
to be announced. President, T. 0. Stephans, 
Morningaide College, Sioux City, Iowa. 

Gamma Alpha Graduate Scientific Fraternity , — 
Will meet on dates to be announced. Eecorder, L. 
0. Johnson, 613 West Michigan Avenue, Urbana, 

m. 


SCIENimC NOTES AND NEWS 

The Nobel prize for physios for 1914, ac- 
oording to a Reuter dispatch from Stockholm, 
has been awarded to Professor Max von Lane, 
of Frankfort-On-Main, for his discovery of the 
diffraction of rays in crystals. The prize for 
ehemistry for the same year has been awarded 
to Professor Theodore William Richards, of 
Harvard University » fixing the atomic 

weights of chemical elements. 

Ha. Waluc® BuTTEiuoa, director of tiie 
OMna Hedioal Board, of the Rockefeller 


Foundation, Dr, Simon Flexner, of the Rocke- 
feller Institute for Medical Research, and Dr, 
William H. Welch, professor of pathology at 
Johns Hopkins University, were the guests of 
honor at the recent dedication of the new 
Sleeper-Davis Memorial Hospital, Peking, 
China. The new building is a five-story struc- 
ture erected by the Methodist-Episcopal 
Church at a cost of $180,(XK)* 

The Romanes lecture before the Unive3> 
sity of Oxford will be delivered this year by 
Professor E. B. Poulton, Hope professor of 
zoology in the university, on December 7. The 
subject will be “ Science and the Great War,’^ 

The honorary degree of D.Sc. was conferred 
on October 26 on Mr. Guy A. K. Marshall, di- 
rector of the recently established Imperial 
Bureau of Entomology, 

Dr. J. Horne has been elected president of 
the Royal Society of Edinburgh. The vice- 
presidents of the Royal Society are: Pro- 
fessor F. 0. Bower, Sir T. B. Fraser, Dr. B. 
N. Peach, Sir E. A. Schafer, the Right Hon. 
Sir J. H. A. Macdonald and Professor R. A. 
Sampson. 

The Berlin Geographical Society has 
elected General von Beselor as its president. 

Dr. Sven von Hedfn has been elected a cor- 
responding member of the Vienna Academy 
of Sciences. 

We learn from Nature that Mr. W, Mar- 
riott has retired from the post of assistant sec- 
retary of the Royal Meteorological Society 
held by him for the last forty years, and has 
been succeeded by Mr, A. H. Brown, the chief 
clerk of the society. 

Dr. Herman Fischer, formerly professor of 
surgery in Breslau, has celebrated his eighty- 
fifth birthday. 

Dn, Alfred Werner has been made a mem- 
ber of the Beichsanstalt, Berlin. 

Dr. Karl H, Van Norman, first assistant 
superintendent of Johns Hopkins Hospital, 
has resigned to accept a captaincy in a Ca- 
nadian regiment. 

Professor F. J, Alwat, of the department 
of chOmistry of soils of the University of Min- 
nesota, has been elected president of the Min- 
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nesota section of the American Chemical So- 
Biety. 

Dr. Clark Wissler and Dr. Robert H. 
Lowie, of the American Museum of Natural 
History, have been appointed delegates from 
the New York Academy of Sciences to the 
Nineteenth International Congress of Ameri- 
canists which mecta in Washington at the end 
of December. 

It is stated in Nature that in addition to 
the awards announced in April for papers 
read at the meetings, the council of the In- 
stitution of Civil Engineers has made the fol- 
lowing awards for papers published in the 
Proceedings during the session 1914-16; A 
Telford gold medal to Mr. James Forgio 
(New York) ; Telford premiums to Messrs. J. 
E. Mason (Dunedin, N. Z.), Harold Berridge 
(Aden), C. R White (London), C. S. Church- 
ill (Roanoke, Va.), and the Trevithick pre- 
mium to Mr. A. Poulson (I.<emvig, Denmark). 
The Indian premium for 1916 has been 
awarded to Mr. C. W. Anderson (Midnaporc, 
India), The ninety-seventh session of the In- 
stitution was opened on November 2, when 
Mr. Alexander Ross, president, delivered an 
address and presented the awards. 

Mr. Frank C, Baker, until recently acting 
director of the Chicago Academy of Sciences, 
now zoological investigator for the New York 
State College of Forestry at Syracuse Uni- 
versity, gave a popular illustrated lecture in 
the lecture course of the Syracuse Chapter of 
Sigma Xi on November 8 on Hunting Birds 
with a Camera.” 

Robert Allyn BuDmaTON, professor of 
zoology in Oberlin College, lectured recently 
on “ Some of the Results of Biological Study ” 
at Goucher College, where the department of 
biology has recently moved into now and en- 
larged laboratories. 

The general meeting of the Rbntgen So- 
ciety, London, was held on October 4, at the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers, when the 
president, Mr. J. H, Gardiner, delivered an 
address and new apparatus was exhibited. 

Dr. Charles F. Chandler, professor emeri- 
tus of Columbia University, has given for the 


department of arts and sciences of the Uni- 
versity three lectures on “ The Art of Photog- 
raphy.” 

The twenty-third summer meeting of the 
American Mathematical Society will be held 
at Harvard University early in September, 
1916. At the eighth colloquium of the so- 
ciety, held in connection with this meeting, 
courses of lectures will be delivered as fol- 
lows : By Professor G. 0. Evans : Topics 
from the Theory and Applications of Func- 
tionals, including Integral Equations.” By 
Professor Oswald Veblen; ^‘Analysis Situs.” 

Edward Lee Greene, associate in botany at 
the Smithsonian Institution since 1904, re- 
cently elected head of the botanical depart- 
ment of Notre Dame University at South 
Bend, Ind., died in Washington on November 
10, aged seventy-two years. From 1886 to 
1896 Dr. Greene was professor of botany in the 
University of California, and from 1895 to 
1904 in the Catholic University of America. 

Sir Andrew Noble, FH.S., distinguished 
for his scientific work on artillery and explo- 
sives, died on October 22, at eighty-four years 
of age. 

Professor Vivian B. Lewis, until last year 
professor of chemistry in the Royal Naval 
College, died on October 28, aged sixty-three 
years. 

Dr. R. Asshkton, F.R.S., university lecturer 
in animal embryology at the University of 
Cambridge, died on October 23, aged fifty-one 
years. 

Dr. Ernst Werner Maru von Olfsrs, 
known for his work in sanitation, has died at 
Konigsberg in his seventy-fifth year. 

The sequence of events so often observed in 
the history of gold-mining camps has been re- 
peated in the Willow Creek district, Alaska. 
Tlie earliest prospectors, in 1897, were pri- 
marily interested in the search for placer gold 
and having found it were too busily engaged 
in mining to trace the stream gold to the veins 
from which it originally came. It was nearly 
ten years later that the first of the valuable 
quartz veins that now yield most of the gold 
mined in the district was disqoterred. Binoe^ 
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1006, however, quartz mining has progressed 
steadily and haa rested upon a substantial 
basis* In 1913 the production of the district 
for the first time exceeded $100,000, but in 
1914 it was almost treble that ainount. Three 
mills are in operation, and more wiU soon be 
installed. With the increase in the depth of 
mining the veins show no diminution in the 
amount or tenor of the gold. A study of the 
geologic conditions in this general area leads 
to the conclusion that veins similar to those 
now worked may be found beyond the borders 
of the present mining district, and prospects 
already being developed confirm this oondu- 
sioii. The district lies near the route of the 
government railroad from Seward to Fair- 
banks, and the cheaper transportation should 
greatly stimulate its development. There is 
thus every indication that the Willow Creek 
district will steadily increase in importance as 
a gold-mining camp and that it will have a 
long period of productiveness. Since the dis- 
trict's establishment as a gold quartz mining 
camp the gold placers which originally were 
regarded as the only valuable gold deposits, have 
decreased in importance until their annual 
output is now small, yet under the more favor- 
able conditions of transportation soon to be 
realized it is possible that placer mining may 
again be profitably carried on. A report on 
the Willow Creek district by S. R. Capps, 
published as Bulletin 607 of the United States 
Geological Survey, includes in addition to a 
description of the mines and prospects, a dis- 
cussion of the history, geography and geol- 
ogy of the district. The report is illustrated 
by a topographic and a geologic map on a 
scale of about 1 inch to the mile, and by nu- 
merous photographs and text-figures. 

A PiusK of the study of the underground 
waters of southern Louisiana Is their utiliza- 
tion in the cultivation of rice by irrigation. 
In 1888 lowlands near the bayous suitable for 
growing sugar cane, com and cotton could be 
purchased for $8.50 an acre, and the prairie 
lands back from the bayous could be bought 
for $1 an acre. With almost the first crop 
under irrigation, however, the values showed a 
marked rise and have continued to increase. 
In the fi;rst five years the value of the best rice 


lands rose to $10 an acre, and soon after that 
it rose to $30 and even $50 an acre. The first 
people to plant rice in southern Louisiana, ac- 
oordit3g to the United States Geological 
Survey, were the Acadians, who, after their 
expulsion from Nova Scotia by the English in 
1755, settled in considerable numbers in Loui- 
siana. Their cultivation of rice, almost abso- 
lutely primitive in its methods, was confined 
to the lowlands along the bayous, the prairies 
affording pasturage for the Acadians’ herds of 
cattle. Few of the lowland areas admitted of 
satisfactory drainage, and they were too small 
for profitable cultivation. The crops fre- 
quently failed in years of deficient rainfall. 
Attempts were made to oreate additional water 
supplies by building levees across low sags or 
coulees at points higher than the cultivated 
areas, but generally either the rainfall proved 
deficient or the reservoirs were too small. 
Little advance was made over the Acadian 
methods until very recently. Experiments in 
unnsually wet years had shown that the soils 
of the prairies were adapted to the growth of 
rice if sufficient water was at hand. This led 
to the trial of pumps as a means of raising 
water from the bayous to the rice fields. So 
successful was the test that pumps were at 
once installed at many points, and in a few 
years tens of thousands of acres of previously 
almost useless land, lying 10 to 70 feet above 
the bayous, were put under cultivation. The 
first large pump was installed in 1894 on the 
Bayou Plaquemine, in Acadia Parish, near 
Crowley. Although its failure at a critical 
time involved the partial loss of the crop, it 
showed that rice could be cultivated by pump- 
ing, which has been gradually adopted on 
larger and larger scales until now in the larger 
plants batteries of pumps operated by com- 
pound Corliss engines are in common use. 

Thb archeological work carried on in Mani- 
toba for the Geological Survey, Canada, by 
Mr. W. B. Nickerson, baa been completed for 
the season. An artificial mound was found on 
the most conspicuous headland overlooking the 
Assiniboine River about six miles north of 
Alexander. This Mr. Nickerson explored and 
found to be a burial mound. Among the finds 
were one hundred and sixty-two marine shells 



724 


SCIENCE 


[N. a^VoL. XLTI. Ko. 1090 


and six cylindrical objects — beads or pend- 
ants — made of tlie columella of the oonoh. 
They indicate trade or expedition as far as the 
sea. Two groups, each of more than one 
hundred gravel mounds, on terraces in the 
Assiniboine Valley, were found to be of nat- 
ural origin, although resembling artificial 
burial mounds in appearance. No mounds 
were found in the valley of the Little Sas- 
katchewan, and slight evidence of habitation. 
Near Arden, Mr. Nickerson explored a long 
mound, consisting of two dome-shaped ends 
with a connecting grade, and a broad, dome- 
shaped mound, in which were found parts of 
'three human skeletons, a perforated disc made 
of shell, and two objects made of bone, prob- 
ably used as bracelets. A third mound, within 
the village of Arden, had been previously dis- 
turbed. Several camp sites were found at the 
foot of the Assiniboine Hills at springs form- 
ing small streams, also in the vicinity of 
Arden, along the White Mud River. Mr. 
Nickerson took seventy-five photographic 
films in connection with this work and secured 
a number of gifts for the Dominion collections. 


VmvSMSITY AND YDVCATIONAL NEWS 

As was noted in Science last week, Co- 
lumbia University received by the will of 
Amos P. Eno the residuaiy estate. It also re- 
oeivea a revisionary interest in certain be- 
quests. In addition, the General Society of 
Mechanics and Tradesmen receives $1,800,000, 
and bequests of $250,000 each are made to 
New York University, The American Mu- 
seum of Natural History, the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art and the New York Associa- 
tion for Improving the Condition of the Poor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman W. Harris, of Chi- 
cago, have increased their gift of $26,000 to 
Mount Holyoke College made’ at the time of 
the seventy-fifth anniversary, to $60,000, for 
the endowment of the chair of zoology. Mrs. 
Harris is a graduate of the college of the 
class of 1870, 

The date for the dedication of the new 
buildings of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology has been fixed by the executive 


committee of the corporation for June 14, 
1916. Practically all the stonework of the 
buildings has been completed and nearly all 
the carving, which in addition to the decora- 
tive features of capital, cornice and portico, 
will include the names of the foimdors of sci- 
ence incised about the towers. In the interior 
the fioors are in process of finishing, this be- 
ing done by means of electric polishers, which 
are carrying on the work at the rate of 2,500 
square feet a day. The rough plumbing is 
practically all in place and the installation of 
fixtures is under way. In ten of the build- 
ings the steam heating system is ready and 
later this month, when the boiler house is com- 
pleted, the buildings will be dried out by steam 
heat. 

At the University of Minnesota efforts are 
being made to bring faculty and regents into 
closer personal relations. At a general as- 
sembly of the whole teaching staff held Sep- 
tember 27 ten of the twelve regents of the uni- 
versity were present and made brief addresses. 
The president of the hoard, Mr. Fred B. Sny- 
der, emphasized the fact that the regents re- 
garded the faculty members not as employees 
but as colleagues responsible for the really im- 
portant work of the university. He made an 
appeal for the hearty cooperation of all con- 
cerned for the welfare of the institution. On 
the evening of November 8 the new members 
of the faculty were invited to meet the regents 
at the house of the president of the university. 
For December 14 a dinner is being arranged 
by a faculty committee. On this occasion 
there will be an informal discussion in which 
it is expected that both faculty and r^ents 
will express their views about university ideals 
and policies. 

Professor T. W. Galloway, Ph.D., who has 
occupied the chair of biology at James Milli- 
kin University at Decatur, DL, since the es- 
tablishment of that institution in 1903, has 
been appointed professor of zool<>gy at Beloit 
College, Beloitr Wisconsin. A. A. Tykr, PhJ). 
(Columbia, ^97), for some years professor of 
biology in B^evue OoU^e, Omaha, Nebradca, 
has appointed to the chair of Ifiology M 
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James Millikiu University, to succeed Dr. 
Galloway. 

J. A. Mover, professor of mechanical engi- 
neering in the Pefnnsylvania State College and 
director of the college extension work, has 
been appointed by Governor Walsh to the di- 
rectorship of the extension service which is to 
be organized in Massachusetts. 

James Kendall, D.S., has been promoted to 
be assistant professor of chemistry in Colum- 
bia University. 

Dr, L. G. Rowntrek, of the department of 
medicine of Johns Hopkins University, has 
been elected professor of medicine and chief 
of the department of medicine in the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota Medical School. Dr. Rown- 
tree will devote practically his entire time to 
the service of the medical school, although he 
will have the privilege of seeing a limited 
number of patients who may be referred to him 
by physicians. 

At the University of Michigan, J unior Pro- 
fessors Peter Field, L. C. Karp inski and T. R. 
Running have been promoted to associate pro- 
fessorships of mathematics. Drs, Tomlinson 
Fort and T. H, Hilderbrandt have been pro- 
moted from instructorships to assistant pro- 
fessorships of mathematics. Dr. A. L. Helson 
. has been appointed instructor in mathematics. 

mseVSSJON AND COBSE8PONDENCE 
THE PUBLICATION OF NEW SPECIBR 

In these days when taxonomic literature has 
reached such enormous proportions and is 
growing so rapidly that even the specialist has 
difficulty in keeping up with the literature of 
hU own particular group, it seems to me that 
the interests of science would be better sub- 
served by the use of greater care in sdecting 
the medium of publication of new species. 
The pages of such general magarines as Soi- 
»NCB| should be devoted to papers of general 
interest to the scientific, and to scientific 
papers of a nature unauited to the special pe- 
riodicals. For example, with a magazine in 
America devoted exclusively to Mollusoa, why 
ahould an oooasional new species of mollusk 
be publiAed in Soebinob, thus compelling the 
ttndent of moUusks to search the files of that 


bulky magazine in order to be sure of missing 
nothing in his systematic work? Why not 
send it to a magazine especially devoted to the 
subject? With several excellent bird maga- 
zines in the United States, why should a tech- 
nical discussion of the taxonomic status of a 
bird species appear in Science? With maga- 
zines exclusively devoted to botany, why should 
a new species of plant found in Colorado be 
published in an annual report of an experi- 
ment station in a far distant state, a volume 
in which surely no botanist could be exi)ected 
to look for such a description if ho were work- 
ing upon the plants of that particular group 
or that particular region? Are not the diffi- 
culties of systematic botanical and zoological 
work great enough without vastly enhancing 
them by scattering the descriptions of new 
species? The examples above given are mere 
samples of scores of similar instances which 
come to our attention every year, to the dis- 
couragement of hard- worked students, and 
especially those remote from very large li- 
braries. Furthermore, there are altogether too 
many ephemeral publications of small educa- 
tional institutions and local scientific soci- 
eties, having very limited circulation, but pub- 
lishing strictly taxonomic papers which often 
fail to reach the attention of specialists for 
years, and then suddenly bob up to cause con- 
fusion in nomenclature. To make matters 
worse, descriptions of new species sometimes 
appear in leaflets or small pamphlets, pub- 
lished privately or by some small institution 
or society and not forming part of any series 
into which they would be finally bound and 
thus preserved. What hapi>en8 to such a leaf- 
let when it reaches a library? Is it not 
usually lost ? Is it likely to be easily available 
to the student of ten or twenty years hence, as 
it would be if published in The Nautilus^ or 
The Auk, or The Botanical Gazette, or even in 
Nature or Soienoe? In how many libraries 
may a student be able to find it in fifteen 
years? Although many new species are de- 
scribed at the University of Colorado, that 
institution has wisely excluded all such 
descriptions from its Studies and Bulletin, 
taking the position that they should appear in 
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periodic^ especially devoted to the particular 
subjects, or in publications which have wide 
circulation and are well known to habitually 
publish such papers. If all publishers and 
naturalists would take the same position it 
would surely greatly simplify the work of the 
future systematist Juniub HENUEBSOif 

THE EFPEOT of OYANIDE ON THE LOOUBT-BOEEB 
AND THE LOOU8T-TBEE 

During the past five years a number of ex- 
periments have been made from the office of 
the Dlinois state entomologist with methods for 
destroying the black locust-borer (OyUene 
rohtrus). Prom articles appearing in Soienoe 
during the last few months, especially those by 
Professor Fernando Sanford in the issue of 
October 9, 1914, and by Professor C. H. 
Shattuck in the issue of February 26, 1915, 
it seemed probable that at least a part of the 
borers in infested locust-trees might be killed 
by introducing small amounts of potassium 
cyanide into the trunk and bark. 

Early in the spring of 1916, fifty black locust- 
trees, fourteen in a small grove at Athens, in 
central Illinois, and thirty-six in a large plan- 
tation at Union Grove, in northwestern Illi- 
nois, were treated with potassium cyanide and 
sodium cyanide in the following manner: 

The trees selected were from one to seven 
inches in diameter and were nearly all badly 
infested with the larva9 of the locust-borer. 
The borers were still in their overwintering 
cells in the bark, but were just becoming active 
at the time. The cyanide was placed in the 
trees in auger-holes of one fourth, one half, 
three fourths, and one inch diameter, bored at 
different heights from the ground and differ- 
ent depths into the trunk. The amounts of 
cyanide used in single trees varied from one 
twentieth to one half an ounce. The chemicals 
used were potassium cyanide, 98 per cent, pure, 
in small lumps, and cyanide-chloride carbonate 
mixture in granular forai, guaranteed to con- 
tain 86-S8 per cent, sodium cyanide. After 
the cyanide had been placed in the trees, the 
auger-holes were tightly plugged with corks 
driven in with a hammer* 


The fourteen trees at Athens were treated 
March 12, and the thirty-six trees at Union 
Grove, April 1, 1916. The results of the treat- 
ments were taken at Union Grove July 13 
and at Athens July 16, 1915. 

. The results of this experiment showed no 
benefit by the treatment. Of the fifty trees 
treated, eight could not be located in the 
summer, owing to the dense growth of weeds 
and sprouts. The treatment of these eight 
trees did not differ materially from that given 
the forty-two examined, and could not have 
made any marked difference in the results. Of 
the forty-two trees examined in July, twenty- 
three were dead and nineteen alive. Of the 
nineteen living trees, all but three contained 
living larvae of Cyllene rohincB, In several 
cases living borers were found directly above 
and within six inches of the auger-holea, and 
in three cases the borers were within one inch 
of the auger-holes. Not only were the borers 
alive in the living trees, but in all cases where 
the trees had put forth loaves in the spring of 
1916, living borers were present in numbers 
in the trunks, and could be found around the 
bases of the tnmks of many of the trees that 
had not shown foliage the past spring. Not 
a single dead borer was foimd near the points 
where the cyanide had been placed. 

While over half of the trees treated were 
dead, this was not entirely due to the effects of 
the cyanide, as at least twenty-five per cent, 
of the untreated trees in both groves had died 
from the effects of borer injuries. There can 
be no doubt, however, that the cyanide had a 
very injurious effect on the trees, as in all the 
living trees the bark was dead and the wood 
discolored for a greater or less distance around 
the holes where the cyanide had been placed. 

It was an interesting fact, which has, how- 
ever, no bearing on the effect of the cyanide on 
the trees, that some rodents, probably rabbits, 
had gnawed many of the trees around the 
auger-holes, deeply scoring the wood. There 
was no residue from the cyanide in any of the 
auger-holes when examined in July, whether 
the corks bad been removed or not, and no odor 
of the (^anide could he detected in the wood* 
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No cliemioal teste were made for the presence 
of cyanide. Weslkt P. Funt 

State £KT03tfOLoeisT*B Omen, 

XlaaAKA, III., 

August 6, 1915 

A NEW MITOTIC STRUCTURE 
Ik the Journal of the Royal Microscopical 
Bociety, April, 1916, Mr. E. Sheppard, 
FJl.M.S., published a paper entitled A New 
Mitotic Structure Disclosed as the Result of 
New Technique.” He describes at the ends of 
the dividing chromosomes “ bead-like chroma- 
tin extensions” where the spindle dbers are 
attached. I want to draw his attention to the 
fact that these structures ore well known to 
cytologistB and that there is no special tech- 
nique needed for their disclosure. My own ex- 
perience is that they are most extremely de- 
veloped in the maturation divisions of Tre* 
matodes. I have figured them in my paper 
*‘Die Chromatinreifung der Qeschlechtsaellen 
dee Zoogonus mirus, etc.,” ArcK Zellforschg,, 
Vol, 2, 1908, Better figures are found in 
Gr^goire’s publication, based on the same 
slides ** La reduction dans le Zoogonus mirus, 
etc,/’ La Cellule, 25, 1909. He calls iheae 
structures “ renflement d’insertion,” For 
Fasciola hepatica they are described by A. 
Schellenberg, “ Ovogenese, Eireifung und 
Befruchtung von Fasciola hepatica Arch* 
iZellforschg.,” Vol. 6, 1910, and I know their 
presence in some other trematodes. 

B. Goldschmidt 

k METHOD OF MAIHTAINmO A SUPPLY OF PROTOZOA 
FOR LABORATORY USB 

Oke of the difiSiculties that confront the 
teacher of elementary biology, especially in 
those institutions where a large number of 
students must be provided for, is that of ob- 
taining a satisfactory supply of protozoa, espe- 
cially of such forms as Ameba, Euyhna and 
Paramecium. I hare overcame this difficulty 
in such a simple manner that it may be worth 
while to state briefly how I keep a supply of 
these forms on hand. Four years ago I ob- 
tained from a pond some water and rubbish in 
which were jxreeant a few individuala of* 
AiMha, Sughna and Paramecium. I pre- 


pared a culture made by boiling a handful of 
hay in about a half-gallon of water until the 
liquid assumed a dark brown color. This with 
a port of the hay was placed in a two-quart, 
cylindrical battery jar and permitted to stand 
open in the laboratory for twenty-four hours. 
The jar was then covered loosely with a pane 
of glass and set aside till bacteria had formed 
a scum over the surface of the liquid. The 
pond water and rubbish were then added and 
the jar still covered was set in a north window 
of the laboratory. 

In a short time an abundance of Para- 
mecia was present in the culture. The 
Fuglence and Amebw multiplied more slowly, 
but at the end of six months the jar was 
swarming with these two forms, while the 
Faramecia had decreased in number and were 
to be found chiefly at the bottom of the jar. 
Such a culture will usually afford a good 
supply for a year but I prepare a new culture 
every six months and stock it from the old 
one. By this method I havo for the past four 
years kept on hand an abundant supply of 
these protozoa without going outside of my 
laboratory. At the opening of college I have 
on hand a culture newly prepared, in order to 
have an abundance of Paramecia, a second 
culture six months old and a third one year 
old. The hay infusion and the decomposing 
vegetable matter in the jar seem to furnish 
suitable food for the bacteria and Euglena; 
Paramecium feeds on the bacteria and Ameba 
on the encysted Euglena. Rotifers and a host 
of other protozoan forms abound in the cul- 
tures but the three forms most used in labora- 
tory exercises axe always present in abundance. 
In my laboratory I flind it necessary to keep 
the culture in a north window; direct sunlight 
is not only not necessary but decidedly harm- 
ful, due probably to the heat rather than the 
light. J. B. Parker 

BIOLOQIOAL liABOBATORY, 

Catholic XJkivxbsitt of America 


qUOTATIONa 

80 IBK 0 E IK KATIOKAL AFFAIRS 
We printed last week a valuable address by 
Professor J. A. Fleming on “ Science in the 
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War and after the War/^ Though the address 
was £m introductory lecture at Umvorsity Col- 
lege, Loudon, and was open to the public with- 
out fee or ticket, only the briefest mention of 
it appeared in tlie periodical press, and the 
points of national importance dealt with in it 
were unrecorded, except in our columns, in 
which it was our pririlege to publish the ad- 
dress almost in full. We understand, of 
course, that the demands made upon the space 
available in the daily pajwrs are many and 
insistent, yet we should have supposed that 
during the progress of a war in which victory 
will depend as much upon science and ma- 
chinery as upon men, a STunmary of some of 
the points made by a leading authority upon 
applied science would be of greater public in- 
terest and importance than much of the un- 
substantial chatter with which we are supplied 
daily. 

In the course of his address. Professor 
Fleming himself supplied a reason for the 
neglect of scientific aspects of national affairs, 
in comparison with the attention given to the 
superficial views of politicians and other 
publicists. While success in science is meas- 
ured solely by discovery of facts or relation- 
ships, in politics and public life generally it is 
secured by fiuent speech and facile pen. In 
scientific work attention must be concentrated 
upon material fact, but the politician and the 
writer attach greater importance to persuasive 
words and phrases, and by their oratory or 
literary style are able to exert an influence 
upon public affairs altogether out of propor- 
tion to their position as determined by true 
standards of national value. Power, as regards 
government of the affairs of the nation, does 
not come from knowledge, but from dialectics : 
it is the lawyer who rules, with mind obsessed 
by the virtues of precedent and expediency, 
and to him men of science and inventors are 
but hewers of wood and drawers of water. 

Under a democratic constitution it is per- 
haps too much to ejqject that Parliament will 
pay much attention to scientific men or meth- 
ods; yet, as was shown in the debate upon the 
scheme for the institution of an advisory 


council of scientific and industriar resesroh 
last May, the members of the House of Com- 
mons are ready to support plans for bringing 
science in closer connection with industry. 
The monies provided by Parliament for this 
purpose are to be under the control of a com- 
mittee of the Privy Council, which will be 
advised by a council constituted of scientific 
and industrial experts. The scheme was con- 
ceived rightly enough, but when it passed into 
the hands of officials of the Board of Educa- 
tion much of its early promise was lost. 
Most people would regard it as essential that 
the executive officers of a council concerned 
with the promotion of industrial research 
should know what is done in tliis direction in 
other countries, and have sufficient knowledge 
of science and industry to formulate profitable 
schemes of work. The success of such a body 
depends largely upon the initiative of the 
secretary ; and in an active and effective coun- 
cil we should expect him to be selected because 
of close acquaintance with problems of indus- 
trial development along scientific lines. But 
what is the position in this case? The scheme 
is issued by the president of the Board of 
Education, Mr. Arthur Henderson, a labor 
member, wbo owes his post entirely to polit- 
ical exigencies, the secretary of the committee 
of the privy council is the secretary of the 
board. Sir Amherst Selby-Bigge, whose ami- 
ability is above reproach, but who knows no 
more of practical science and technology than 
a schoolboy, and the secretary of the advisory 
council is Dr, H. F. Heath, whose interests are 
similarly in other fields than those of science. 

The belief that the expert — whether scien- 
tific or industrial — ^has to be controlled or 
guided by permanent officials having no spe- 
cial knowledge of the particular subject in 
hand is typical of our executive system. While 
sudx a state of things exists, most of the ad- 
vantages of enlisting men of science for na- 
tional services must remain unfulfilled. The 
various scientific committees which have been 
appointed recently have, w© believe, been able 
to give valuable aid in connection with prob- 
lems submitted to them, but they would be far 
more effective if the chiefs of the departments 
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with 'v^ich they are asaooiated poBsessed a 
practical knowledg^e of Bcientific work and 
methods. Without such experience the exec- 
utive is at the mercy of every aaeertive 
paradoxer and can not discriminate between 
impracticable devices and the judgment of eci- 
enco upon them. While, therefore, the coun- 
try has at its disposal the work — either volun- 
tery or nearly so— of exi)ert8 in all branches 
of applied Boience, it can not use these serv- 
ices to the best advantage unless the depart- 
ments concerned with them have scientific men 
among the x>ormanent ofilciala; and that is 
not the case at present. 

The unbusinesslike methods of government 
departments have received severe criticism 
lately, but nothing has been said about the 
unscientific method of appointing committees 
of experts without well -qualified officers to 
direct or coordinate their work. The reason 
is that, with scarcely an exception, no daily 
paper has any one on its staff possessing the 
most elementary knowledge of the meaning of 
scientific research. Our guides and counsel- 
lors, both on the political platform and in the 
periodica] press, can scarcely be exjmted to 
interest themselves greatly in subjects beyond 
their mental horizon, so when scientific mat- 
ters are involved they confine themselves to a 
few platitudes, or say nothing at all. They 
are unable to distinguish a quack from a lead- 
ing authority in science, and prefer to exer- 
cise their imaginations upon sensational an- 
nouncements, rather than discuss the jwssi- 
bilities of sober scientific discovery. In ail 
that relates to the interests of science— and 
that means in the end the interests of the na- 
tion — die men who influence public opinion 
and control the public services are mostly un- 
enlightened and therefore unsympathetic. 

The tacit assumption that public commit- 
tees or departments concerned with scientiffc 
problems must have at their head officers of 
the army, navy, or civil service is responsible 
for delay in taking advantage of available ex- 
pert knowledge and for the neglect to make 
effective use of science in national affairs, 
whether in times of war or peace. Just as a 
member of the government may serve in turn 


as president of the Board of Education, Board 
of Agriculture, Board of Trade, or any other 
department, without possessing any special 
qualifications to comprehend the work of 
either, so a public official may be placed in a 
position to dominate activities of which he 
can not understand the signifiicance. Some 
day we hope that this mad system will be 
swept away, and that the men who exert con- 
trol in all government offices will be those 
whose training or experience make them most 
capable of doing so effectively. — Nature, 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

A Budget of Paradoxes, By Augustos De 
Morgan. Reprinted, with the author^s addi- 
tions, from the Athenesum, Second edition 
edited by David Eugene Smith, Two 
volumes, I., viii + 402 pp. ; 11., S87 pp. 
The Open Court Publishing Co., 1915. Price 
$3.50 per volume. 

The similarity between the work of David 
Eugene Smith and Augustus De Morgan in 
the field of popularizing mathematics has long 
been familiar to students of the history of 
science. This similarity has extended to many 
details ; both men have participated in the pub- 
lication of elementary text-books of excellence, 
both are known as editors of the mathematical 
department of encyclopedias and dictionaries, 
both have been energetic collectors of mathe- 
matical books and other mathematical material, 
and both have been distinguished by a wide 
and human interest in all phases of mathe- 
matical development. Hence it is eminently 
fitting that as editor of this new edition of 
“A Budget of Paradoxes” we should have 
Professor Smith, who not long ago continued 
so ably in the Rara Arithmetica,” De 
Morgan’s bibliographical work, represented by 
“Arithmetical Books from the Invention of 
Printing to the Present Time ” (London, 
1847). 

The first question which occurs to the casual 
reader whose eye catches the title is regarding 
the significance of the word “paradox.” De 
Morgan answers this [L, 2] in a manner that 
even to-day has meaning for many who publish 
books. “ A gfreat many individuals, ever since 
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the rise of the mathematical method, bare, 
each for himself, attacked its direct and in- 
direct consequences. I shall not here stop to 
point out how the very accuracy of exact sci- 
ence gives better aim than the preceding state 
of things could give. I shall call each of these 
persons a paradoxer, and his system a paradoa^* 
I use the word in the old sense: a paradox is 
something which is apart from general opinion, 
either in subject-matter, method or conclusion.” 
Further on in hia introductory remarks De 
Morgan adds : “ After looking into books of 
paradoxes for more than thirty years, and hold- 
ing conversation with many persons who have 
written them, and many who might have done 
so, there is one point on which my mind is fully 
made up. The manner in which a paradoxer 
will show himself, as to sense or nonsense, will 
not depend upon what he maintains, but upon 
whether he has or has not made a sufHcient 
knowledge of what has been done by others, 
especially as to the mode of doing it, a prelim- 
inary to inventing knowledge for himself. 
That a little knowledge is a dangerous thing 
is one of the most fallacious of proverbs. A 
person of small knowledge is in danger of try- 
ing to make his little do the work of more; but 
a person without any is in more danger of 
making his no knowledge do the work of some.” 

How Be Morgan would have enjoyed for his 
collection the solution ( ?) of Fermat's problem 

by Miss , of the New York schools, 

whose name will not go down in history, pub- 
lished by the staidest of New York evening 
papers; this problem to solve, or prove not 
solvable, + = in integers for n greater 

than 2 has been the subject of many similar 
solutions and the Wolfskehl prise of $26,000 
has often been claimed and as often denied. 
"Without fear of contradiction we may say that 
the final solution will be given by some able 
student of number theory who is not ignorant 
of what has been done by others,” Equally 
would De Morgan have welcomed the high- 
school boy's solution (?) of the trisection of an 
angle, with ruler and compass, published only 
three or four years ago in a journal devoted to 
elementary science. Particularly, too, Be 
Morgan would have desired for his "Budget” 


something typical concerning our American 
prodigies, whose names, we note, are found 
more often in paragraphs than in monographs, 
more often in headlines than in footnotes. 

How many works of to-day come within the 
^classification of paradoxical nonsense, foisted 
upon the press by authors ignorant of "what 
has been done by otliers ” in the fields in which 
these authors would instruct the public. 
Among these " paradoxers ” are scientists of 
real fame in science, but without philosophy, 
who wish to instruct philosophers in philos- 
ophy, philosophers ignorant of the work of 
Georg Cantor and Bedokind who wish to in- 
struct mathematicians about the nature of the 
number idea and the psychology of number, 
school superintendents who are profoundly 
ignorant of the fundamental ideas of arith- 
metic who wish to write text-books on arith- 
metic, old maids living in a two-room flat on 
the fifteenth floor of a New York apartment 
who wish to instruct the parents of the United 
States on the art of bringing up a large family 
of children, manufacturers successful in busi- 
ness who yearn to instruct the world in philos- 
ophy and science. These are modem paro- 
doxers of the nonsense type who need another 
Be Morgan to call attention to their folly. 

“ All the men who are now called diseoverers, 
in every matter ruled by thought, have been 
men versed in the minds of their predecessors, 
and learned in what had been before them. 
There is not one exception. I do not say that 
every man hag made direct acquaintance with 
the whole of his mental ancestry; many have, 
as I say, only known their grandfathers by the 
report of their fathers. But even on this point 
it is remarkable how many of the greatest 
names in all departments of knowledge have 
been real antiquaries in their several subjects. 

"... if any one will undertake to show a 
person of little or no knowledge who has estab- 
lished himself in a great matter of pure 
thought, let him bring forward his man and 
we shall see.” 

Let every editor have a copy of these words 
to enclose with rejected manuseripts which vio- 
late the principles so sanely laid down by Be 
Morgan. 
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Mathematical paradozes are largely con- 
nected with the squaring of the circlOp the 
ratio TT, the duplication of the cube, the tri- 
section of the angle, and the number of the 
beast ; astronomical paradoxes are quite as fre- 
quent, here, as the mathematical ; religion^ 
philosophy and medicine, too, enter in for a 
goodly share of attention, De Morgan had a 
rery live interest in the history of science, and 
this interest finds frequent expression in the 

Budget.” 

Not all the material, by any means, of these 
interesting volumes is concerned with para- 
doxes of the nonsense type. Le Verrier’s planet 
Neptune is presented with certain original 
documents connected with the discovery; the 
names of Herschel, royal astronomer, and 
Briinnow, who was later director of the ob- 
servatory at the University of Michigan, and 
Challis of the Cambridge Observatory are indi- 
cations of a paradox, something contrary to 
the current opinion ” which was really revolu- 
tionary. Historical material appears with 
relative frequency, giving pleasant intervals 
of relief from regarding the errors of mankind. 

Of particular interest are those notes which 
De Morgan inserts about men and affairs of 
his own time. The liberal footnotes added 
largely by Professor Smith, and occasionally 
by De Morgan’s wife or from De Morgan’s 
notes, contribute much to the modem reader’s 
pleasure in perusing the volumes. 

The “ Budget,” it need hardly be stated, was 
not intended to be read as a romance, although 
much of the material suggests that artistic 
rambling which is so delightfully characteristic 
of William De Morgan, the son of our mathe- 
matician Augustus De Morgan. Bather these 
are volumes to be read at odd moments, and al- 
ways one will find profitable enjoyment. In 
spite of the interest and amusement with which 
we thumb the pages a feeling of sadness for the 
human frailty comes over the reader. De 
Morgan expresses this sentiment, too, in the 
brief but pointed comment on the work of an 
angle-trisector. After giving the title of the 
work De Morgan continues with a quotation 
of words from the author of the triseotion, fol- 
lowed by five words of comment : ' The oon- 


eequence of years of intense thought’: very 
likely, and very sad,” 

The physical make-up of this edition is up 
to the high standard which has been set by 
other publications of the Open Court Com- 
pany. In every way the reader who takes these 
volumes in hand has pleasure in store; we 
commend the works to all who take a kindly 
interest not only in the greatness but equally 
in the frailty of their fellows. 

Louis C. Karpinbki 
Univessity op Michigan 

Scottish National Antarctic J^a;pecf^^ton. Bs- 
port on the Scientific Results of the Voyage 
of the Scotia, during the Years 
Vol, IV., Zoology. Parts II.-XX., Vertse- 
brates, Edinburgh, 1916. Pp, 605. 4to. 
62 pi. 31 text-figures and 2 maps. 

Before the voyage of the Scotia under the 
leadership of Dr. Wm. S. Bruce there had not 
been a deep-sea sounding taken south of S. 
Latitude 40^ in the Atlantic Ocean. The un- 
inviting lands of the South Orkneys, the South 
Shetlands and South Georgia, were rarely 
visited and relatively little known. As a direct 
result of the Swedish and Scottish expeditions 
in the Weddell Sea an extensive whale fishery 
has been developed having its headquarters at 
Leith. Now according to Dr. Bruce over a 
thousand people live in South Georgia, and 
during the summer months the South Orkneys 
and South Shetlands are a hive of industry, 
and altogether over five million dollars gross 
annual revenue is now taken in those regions 
previously regarded as worthless by business 
men. 

Owing to the struggle in which the country 
is engaged, money for the publication of the 
scientific results could no longer be supplied 
by the treasury ; and several of the reports were 
consequently issued in scientific periodicals, 
such as the Ibis and the Proceedings of the 
Royal Physical Society; but by the generosity 
of Sir Thomas Coats, the collaboration of the 
Scottish Oceanographical Society, the Carnegie 
Trust, the Boyal Societies of Edinburgh and 
London and other friends and organizations, 
these and other papers are brought together in 
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this volume and iUustrated in satisfaotoiy 
form. Fifteen British naturalists have con- 
tributed papers^ and the book is perhaps the 
most complete treatise on the Antarctic verte- 
brate fauna yet published. 

The birds, seals, whales and hehes, are fully 
illustrated with excellent plates, and much 
space is ^iven to anatomy, osteology and em- 
bryology; while the economic aspects of the 
fauna are not neglected. Papers on the tuni- 
cates and Cephalodiseu$ are included. A few 
forms obtained on the voyage but which are 
not strictly Antarctic are incidentally noticed. 
Altogether the members of the staff and the 
contributors to the explorations and publication 
of the results may justly congratulate them- 
selves on the appearance of this handsome vol- 
ume at a time when general attention is un- 
fortunately diverted from matters of science 
and focused on the preservation of the empire. 

Wm. H. Ball 


8FMC1AL AETICLEB 

THB CALCULATION OF TOTAL SALT CONTENT AND OF 
SPECIFIC GRAVITY IN MARINE WATERS^ 

To the investigator engaged in biological 
studies on marine problems, it is often desira- 
ble to ascertain the concentration of sea-water 
in terms capable of correlation with life phe- 
nomena. Such concentration records usually 
take the form of density determinations made 
with some standard type of densimeter at the 
prevailing temperature. These density read- 
ings, while useful as physical records, are not 
directly adapted to physiological use. The 
quantity of salts present in sea-water is a term 
which can be so utilized and it becomes espe- 
cially valuable in view of the fact that the 
proportion of constituents has been shown to 
vary but slightly, Ihe concentration only being 
subject to considerable variation. By means 
of the ChuUengBT proportions worked out by 
Dittmar* any total salt content can bo resolved 
into its chief constituent parts. These pro- 
portions are as follows: 

I Published by permission of the Beoretaxy of 
Agriculture. 

s Dittmar, Challenger Beports, Phydci and 
Chemistry, Vol. 1, Part 1, p. 188. 


NttCl 

Per C«at. 

77.768 

MgCl, 

10,878 

MgSO* 

4.737 

CaSO. 

3.600 

K, 80 * 

2.466 

MgBr, 

0.217 

OaCO, 

0.345 


It has been shown that the total salt con- 
tent is directly related to the specific gravity 
and that one may be calculated from the other. 
Specific gravity determinations are made with 
reference to different standard temperatures. 
Frequently density readings are made with the 
temperature indicated in Fahrenheit units. 
These are usually referred to 60® F. as a stand- 
ard temperature, and the observed density is 
reduced to 60® F., sp. gr. 00® F./60® F. This 
is easily done by means of Libbey^s tables.* If 
the observed temperature is below 60® F. sub- 
tract the observed degrees of temperature from 
60, multiply this difference by the correction 
found in the table opposite the observed tem- 
perature and subtract the product from the 
reading to be corrected. If the density is ob- 
served at a temperature above 60® F. ascertain 
as before the number of degrees of difference 


T«mp. 

Correetlon for Redue- 
Uoa to 00** F. 

T«mp. 

Comotlon for ReSue- 
Uon to 00* F. 

1 

11 

1 

n 

50 

-0.000108 

70 

+0.000145 

61 

-0.000110 

71 

+0.O00146 

52 

-0.000112 

72 

+0.000J47 

63 

-^0.000113 

73 

+0.000148 

54 

-0.000115 

74 

+0,000149 

55 

-0.000118 

76 

+0.000151 

66 

-0.000120 

76 

+0 000152 

67 

-0.000120 

77 

+0.000164 

58 

-0.000120 

78 

+0.000160 

50 

-0.000120 

79 

+0.000167 

60 

+0.000126 

80 

+0.000158 

61 

+0.000130 

81 

+0.000160 

62 

+0.000136 

82 

+0 000160 

68 

+0.0001S7 

83 

+0.000102 

64 

+0.000137 

84 

+0.000108 

65 

+0.000188 

85 

+0.000104 

66 

+0.000140 

86 

+0.000100 

67 

+0.000141 

87 

+a 000107 

68 

+0.000142 

88 

+0.000108 

60 

+0.000143 

89 

+0,000170 


sLibbey, Wimarn, ^' Physieal lavestigatioua off 
the New Boglaud Coast,*' Bull. U. S. Fish Com* 
mission, 6 , pp. 807-808 (for 1880). 
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between this temperature and 60 degrees, mul- 
tiply again by the correction factor taken from 
the table opposite the observed temperature and 
add the resulting product to the density read- 
ing as observed on the instrument. The table 
of corrections is reproduced herewith. 

One frequently finds density expressed as sp* 
gr, 16® C./16® 0. This value differs so slightly 
from sp. gr. 60® F./GO® F. that in the follow- 
ing discussion the treatment applied to sp. 
gr. 16° 0./16° C. may be understood to apply 
to sp. gr. 60® F./60® F. without error suffi- 
ciently large to interfere with the usefulness 
of any biological results in which they may 
play a part. 

More often, however, the density is ex- 
pressed in terms of 16® C. referred to the 
temperature of maximum density, sp. g^. 
16® C./4® C. Again by the help of a correction 
constant determined by Dr. O. H. Tittman sp, 
gr, 60® F./60® F. may be reduced to sp. gr. 
16® C./4° C. To make this correction 0.00082 
is subtracted from the value expressed as 
60® F./0O® F. 

When the density of a sample has been re- 
duced to 15® C./4® C. it is possible by means 
of Petterson's^ determinations to ascertain the 
corresponding quantity of salt in the water. 
This tabulation gives the specific gravity read- 
ings both as sp. gr. 16® 0./15® 0. and as ap, gr, 
16® C,/4® C. of a series of sea-water samples 
of different density and the corresponding num- 
ber of grams of total salts per liter. This 
latter value was determined by the silver titra- 
tion method of Forcbhammer.^ Since the sea- 
water varies in concentration rather in the 
proportion of salts present, the accurate deter- 
mination of any one constituent should by 
simple calculation give the total salts. Since 
01 is present in relatively large quantity and 
can be determined by titration with silver 
nitrate to a very great degree of accuracy, it 

♦ Petterson, Otto, "A Review of Swedish Hydro- 
graphic Besearoh in the Baltic and North Sm/’ 
iooitM Qeographiedl Ifoporine, 10, pp. 226-200, 
1804. 

V Forehhaxnxaer, 0., SOvandets Beetanddele 
og deres Fordeling i Havet/^ KjObenbavn, 1860, 
Sngl, trant. PhOoeopAiooi TrantacHtma, 1866. 


is most often used for this purpose. It has 
been found by Dittmar* that the ratio of salt 
to chlorine 1.8068 applies to all oceanic waters. 
Petterson found a slightly greater value. He 
carefully determined by titration the salt con- 
tent of the samples just referred to and ob- 
tained a series of values which by interpolation 
can be used in determining either salt content 
from sp. gr, or sp. gr. from salt content. 

Petterson’s determinations are here given. 


TABLS CONTAINING TUX BELATtONS OF CHLORINE, 
SALT, AND SPECIFIC GRAVITY 


Clflno/oo 

Balt Id °/oo 

sp.o.^ 

Bprencel 


19.517 

36.26 

1.02716 

1.02629 

19.415 

86.07 

1.02701 

1.02614 

19.336 

34.96 

1.02698 

1.02612 

19,171 

34.04 

1.02668 

1.02682 

18.820 

33.12 

1.02664 

1.02468 

17.040 

30.83 

1.02377 

1.02290 

17.006 

80.76 

1.02371 

1.02286 

16.277 

29.46 

1.02261 

1.02176 

15.421 

27.93 

1.02155 

1.02068 

14.220 

26.77 

1.01983 

1.01897 

12.928 

23.46 

1.01806 

1.01719 

12.628 

22.93 

1.01761 

1.01676 

12.671 

22.81 

1.01760 

1.01666 

11.263 

20.46 

1.01670 

1.01484 

9.473 

17,25 

1.01323 

1.01237 

7.067 

12.86 

1.00987 

1.00903 


Since it is somewhat awkward to interpolate 
observed values into this series, the writer has 
used the data as the basis of a generalized 
scheme by means of which equivalents can be 
promptly and easily found over a range of 
variation of salt content somewhat greater than 
has been observed at Woods Hole.^ By plot- 
ting all of Petterson’s values and by prolonging 
the curves, the range of the table may be 
greatly increased though somewhat at the ex- 
pense of accuracy if an extension to either 
great concentration or great dilution is at- 
tempted. 

In the accompanying diagram (Fig. 1) the 

• Bittmar, Challenger Beports, Physics and 
Chemistry, Vol. 1, 80. 

7 Sumner, Francis B., Osbum, Baymond 0. and 
Cole, L«ecm Biological Survey of the Waters 

of Woods Hole and Yidnity,'' Part 1., Sec. 1, 
Physical and Zoological, Bull U. 8. Bureau of 
Fisheries Vol. 31, Part I., 63 (for 1011), 1013. 
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cuTT^ expresaing the ratio of ftp. gr« 
15® C./15® 0. to total Balt and of ap. gr. 
15® 0./4® 0. to the same total salt content are 
drawn on a scale of absolute units. The spe- 
cific gravity determination made on the basis 
of either of the two types of reference here 
mentioned, is plotted on the perpendicular axis,' 
one unit on this axis being equal to one unit in 
the fourth decimal place of the sp. gr. reading. 
On the horiaontal axis is plotted the corre- 


To determine the sp. gr. by either system of 
reference of a sea-water solution containing 
a known quantity of salts, reverse the process 
just described. 

lliis diagram does not give resulte having a 
degree of accuracy required for physical in- 
vestigations, but is believed to be more accu- 
rate than will be required for use in biological 
work. The writer had only the convenience of 
biologists in mind in preparing these notes. 



spending scale of salt contents, one unit on the 
axis being equal to one unit in the second 
deczmal place when salt content is stated in 
percentage. To use the table, the sp, gr. deter- 
mined either as sp. gr. 16® 0./16® 0. or as 
16® C./4® 0, is sought on the perpendicular 
axis. The horizontal line on which this value 
stands is traced to the point of intersection 
with the line determined for the sp. gr. ratio 
adopted. This point of intersection stands 
directly above the point on the horizontal axis 
at which the total salt ie indicated. This can 
be read with approximate accuracy by refer- 
ence to the nearest given values. 


Any one wisliing to work over a wider range 
and with a greater degree of accuracy may 
use the data of Knudsen^ in a similar way as 
a basis for interpolation. 

For any one who is content with even 
rougher approximations it may suffice to apply 
a fairly accurate coefficient to the density read- 
ings. Earsten^ has pointed out that when the 
total salt content is divided by the number 
represented by the first four decimal places in 

< Knudseu, ^ ^ Hydrographische Tabcllen/' Copen- 
hagen, 1901. 

• Karsten^ G., WiuenaehafiUehe UeermmtH'- 
auehungen^ N. F. 1, H. I., 170, 1096. 
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liie flp. gr, reading a coefficient is obtained 
which is of use in reducing sp. gr. readings to 
salt content. For the range of concentration 
likely to be seen at Wood’s Hole, i, e., when 
sp. gr. 15“ C./4® 0.=^ 1.0230 to 1.0245 corre- 
sponding to a total salt content of 2.84 per cent, 
to »8.29 per cent., tho salt content is obtained 
with a probable error less than 2 in the second 
decimal place by multiplying the sp. gr. read- 
ing by the factor lSJt.5, 

Rodney H. True 

TT. S. Department of Aoriculture 

ON CELL PENETRATION BY ACIDS^ 

PreMvfiinary Note 

1, The water-soluble blue pigment® in the 
cells of a nudi branch, Chromodoiis zebra 
Heilprin, is a sufficiently delicate indicator to 
justify its Use for the study of cell penetration 
by acids. Water extracts of the animal, con- 
taining this pign^ent and other coll materials 
expressed by grinding, change from a deep blue 
color with reddish-purple fluorescence to a 
delicate pink hue at a hydrogen ion concen- 
tration of PH — 5.8®; the acidity of the body 
fluids of Chromodoris averages pn — 7.4 (27“). 
The indicator promptly flocculates, in the form 
of a greenish -blue precipitate, leaving a blue 
solution, at pn — 7.6. Within the epidermal 
ccIIb the pigment is also turrunl green, so that 
it may be used to measure tiie penetration of 
alkalies ; it gives results concordant with those 
obtained with a great variety of tissues by tho 
neutral red method (Harvey*), and with 
neutral red-stained Chromodoris cells lacking 
tile blue pigment. 

1 Contributions from tho Bermuda Biologi^^al 
Station for Research, No. 39, 

a Crosier, W. J., 3034, Journal of Physiology^ 
Vol. 47, p. 491. 

• This point changes somewhat with the age of 
the extract, in the case of alcohol (95 per cent,) 
and other permanent solutions of the pigment. 
The Pa valties given were obtained by titration 
With phosphate and acetate mixtures, checked by 
gas chain measurements on alcohol and formalin 
solutions of the pigment; 

* Harvey, E. N., 1934, Papers from the Tortu- 
gns liSb,, Vol VI., p. 188. 


The pigment occurs in two forms; as gran- 
ules scattered through the superficial and 
deeper tissues, and dissolved in clear globular 
bodies located within the cells of the outer 
epithelium, especially along the edges of the 
mantle and foot. It is totally insoluble in 
anhydrous acetone, ether, chloroform, xylol 
and oils. The globules containing it do not 
stain with fat dyes. I conclude that the pig- 
ment is held naturally in water solution. 

2. Direct measurements of the speed with 
which acids penetrate protoplasm were first 
given by Harvey,'^ who determined the 
time required for the testis of 8tichopus 
ananus to change in color when immersed in 
0.01 N sfjhitions of a number of acids. I have 
used pieces of the lateral mantle edge of 
Chromodoris in a similar way, precautions 
being taken to insure comparative uniformity 
of tho pieces in the different tests, and find 
that at this concentration (0.01 N) the acids 
employed when arranged in the order of in- 
creasing penetration- time form the series 
shown in Table 1. Comparison of this list with 


TABLE I 

Feveiration of Acids from 0J)1 V Solutions 




Time, MlnuteH. 

No. 

Add. 

Chromodoris. 
Maiitlo Edge. 

ar-.o. 

Siichtijmt 

(Harvey).* 

1 

Valeric { Iso-) 

1,9 


2-4 

2 

Salicylic 

3.5 


0.26 

3 

Formic. 

4,5 


2-4 

4 

5 

Hydrochloric.. 

Nitric^ 

7.6 

8.4 

1 

- 9-11 

6 

Sulph uric 

86 


7 

Lactic 

8.6 

. 


8 

Oxalic 

8.8 


12-15 

9 

Tartaric 

18.6 


30 

10 

Citric 

16.0 


4Q 

11 

Butyric. 

19.0 


^ 45-60 

12 

Acetic.. 

76.0 

i 


0 Harvey, E. N,, 3914, Science, N. 8., Vol 
XXXIX., p. 947. 

« Only those acids which I have studied have 
been taken from Harvey ^s table, which includes 
a number of others. 

7 The differences in penetration-time for Nos. 
5-8 are slight at this concentration, but their sep- 
aration is justified on the basis of the dilution 
curves. 
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that of Harvey discloses that the relative pene- 
trating power of the acids at this oonoentration 
is practically identical in the two cases. Some 
of the differences may be due to the tempera- 
tures at which the two sets of experiments 
were made. The figures for the Okromodoris 
tissue represent the mean of ten concordant 
experiments at a uniform temperature of 27 *’•0. 

8. Examination of the penetration time of 
these acids over a range of eoncentraiione 
(0.1 N to 0.001 N) shows, however, that the 
series established at the single concentration 
(0.01 N) gives an entirely misleading picture 
of the penetrating powers of the different 
acids, which is better judged by the nature of 
the penetration curves as a whole. According 
to this view the order arrived at is seen in 
Table 71. The acids studied may be arranged 

TABLE IX 

Penetration Power of Aoida 

Group I: 

lO&lMtlOD 

Acta ckimuot (A*) 

Hydrochloric (100) 

Sulphuric (100) 

Oxalic 8.8 

Nitric (100) 

Group 21: 

Formic 0,0214 

Salicylic 0.102 

Valeric (iso-) 0,0017 

Lactic 0.0138 

Tartaric 0,1000 

Citric 0.0870 

Butyric 0.00140 

Acetic 0.00180 

in two groups on the basis of the character of 
their penetration-dilution curves.* * The curves 
of the second group are all more or less paral- 
lel and uniformly concave toward the axis of 
penetration-time, whereas the curves of acids 
of the first group (up to 0.002 N) are from 
the beginning concave toward the axis of dilu- 
tion. The curves of the two sets cut across one 

«This series has an important bearing on the 
interpretation of sensory stimulation by acids^ a 
matter which first tamed my attention to this 
problem. 


another, as do also some of the curves withia 
each set. The acids of the first set give visible 
evidence of penetration at higher dilutioni 
(n/TfiO) than do those of the second group. 

The separation of these two groups of acids 
is further warranted by the fact that, within 
certain time-limits, a preliminary exposure of 
tlie Ckromodoris tissue to the action of acids 
of the second group does not hasten the pene- 
tration of acids of the first series, but does 
that of other acids of the second set. 

4. The acids included in my group L of 
Table II. are all acids of strong ionization, 
while those of the other group are of low acid 
strength. To this extent the rdle of ioniza- 
tion in determining permeability toward acids 
is made clearer than has hitherto been the oase^ 
and it seems probable that these two kinds of 
penetration curves represent at least two differ^ 
ent and distinct methods whereby acids may 
gain access to the interior of cells. Within 
each of the two sets of acids the degree of 
ionization is less important in controlling the 
speed of penetration. Formic acid occupies 
a somewhat peculiar position, as do also butyrio 
and valeric; the first substance shows a dilu- 
tion curve more nearly approaching that of the 
strong acids, agreeing with its constitution, 
but the relative positions of butyrio and valeric 
in the series are more likely to be aooountad 
for by their rather high solubility in lipoids, 

All the evidence so far available indicates 
that acids penetrate and combine to various 
degrees with one or more of several constitu- 
ents of the cell surface. It is certain, at auf 
rate, that the “ lipoid theory ” of permeability 
is not even approximately complete as an ex- 
planation. Further attempts to elucidate the 
significance of the apparently quite general 
uniformity in the order of cell penetrability 
for various acids in different animals must 
await the study of a larger series of substanoes, 
especially with reference to the action of 
acids on penetrability for other acids.* 

W. J. OBoznm 

AOAB’s IsitAMm^ BsaMtroA 

• Batails, covering additional points not bare otaif 
sidered, will be found in a paper to appear in the 
Journal of Biotogfeul Ckem4stfp. 



SCIENCE 


Fsn>A.T, Notbubeb 26, 1916 


COlfTENTS 

Tk 0 BapetM Valu€ of Mesearch in Pure Chem- 
ietry: I^eoitebsob Mabbton Tatlob Booubt. 737 

The TeaoMng of the Eietory of Science: Db. 
StoDBBiCK £. Bbasgh 746 

The CommitUe on PoUcy of the American Aa- 
eooiation for the Advancement of Sdenoe , . 760 


Boiewtifie Notea and News 760 

tfn4ivereity and Eduoationai Newa 763 

JHaeuaeion and Correapondence : — 


i4rti)loial Daylight: M. Luokibsh. Injeo- 
Ugna of the Bundle of Eia: Pboucbbob W. 

O. MAoOALt^nUi Pb. Rutub Oolx 764 

Sfiianiiflo Booi;#;— 

CfhemberloAn^a Uethoda in Plant Hiatology: 
Taohuloh Pflaneenonatomie : Pbofxsbob 
R, C, JxFFBKT. Bhufeldt*a Americana 
Oreateat Problem: Pbopxssob Bubt G. 
WfflBBB 767 

Special ArtioUa : — 

Zygoaporea and Bhiaopuafor Claaa Vae: Db. 

A* T. BLAKBstBB. The GemUoidal Effect 
Of Proeeing and Low Temperaturea: Db. 

C. M. HILLUBD, CHBIBTmA TOBQSBIAN, 

Euro P, StonB 768 

The AmfOrioan AaaocMion for the Adoance- 
ment of Sdenee:^ 

Swtwk ^--Education: PBorasaoB Rbwabd 

K. JAtbono, Jb 771 


1|B$« tat pnbUe«ti6o and books, ttOn tntonM tat 

mfUm iboiilB b« mn% to Ptotoor J . VoKow C«ttiU, OicrlMMi* 

K. t. 


TBE ESPECIAL VALUE OF ES8EABCS IN 
FUSE CEEMISTSn 

Mt colleague, Dr. Cattell, having con- 
sidered the broad topic of the value to a 
democracy of research in pure science, I wel- 
come the opportunity to take up for a few 
moments one of the subdivisions of his field, 
in order to point out somewhat more fully 
the especial importance of research in 
chemistry. 

Let us, therefore, first pass rapidly in 
review a few of the contributions which 
chemistry has made or is now making to 
the health, happiness and material prosper, 
ity of our country, that we may be able 
more accurately to assess its value to the 
community, gain a better appreciation of 
the debt we owe it, and accord to it that 
position of high honor and dignity which is 
its just due. 

In the reports of the Twelfth Census of 
the United States it is written that 

Probably no science has done so much as chem- 
istry in rerealing the hidden possibllltiet of the 
wastes and by-products of mantifacturera This 
science has been the most fruitful agent in the 
oouTersion of the refuse of manufacturing opera- 
tions into products of Industrial value. Her fairy 
wand has only to touch the most noisome fub- 
stianees, and the most ethereal essences, the most 
heavenly hueS| the most delicious flavors and odors 
instantly rise as if by magic. 

Whether this is a wholly overdrawn pic- 
ture or not will appear in what follows. 

Dealing with the ultimate constituents of 
our material universe, their oombinationa 
and transformations, it is chemistry that 

I Address delivered on the occasion of the es- 
tablishment of the Willard Gibbs Chair of Be- 
kear^ in Pure Ohemlstry at the University ef 
Pltt«bnrgh| Oetober 86^ 1815, 
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li88 determiBed the composition of those 
cmbstances which make up our own bodies, 
the earth upon which we live, the air we 
breathe, and the heavenly worlds beyond. 
Every particle of matter animate or inani- 
mate acknowledges its sovereignty, for its 
la^Ts govern alike the smelting of an ore, the 
manufacture of a complex dyestuff, or the 
mysterious vital processes of the living 
organism ; and upon these lawe our phys- 
ical and our industrial life depend. 

The transformation of the raw material 
into the finished product consists usually 
either in changing its external form, as in 
metal or wood working, weaving, and the 
like ; or there is involved a ohemioal change, 
as in metallurgy, fermentation industries, 
the manufacture of cement, glass, soap, 
chemicals, etc. Our manufacturing proc- 
esses are thus either mechanical or ohem- 
ioal, or a combination of the two. 

Let us consider briefly the part chemistry 
plays in connection with some of the more 
important of these industries. 

Turning first to the mineral world, it 
should be borne in mind that metallurgy is 
but one of the branches of engineering 
chemistry, whether it concerns the initial 
smelting operations or the production of 
new alloys for special purposes. The chem- 
ist is busily at work here, discovering ways 
of obtaining cheaply metals previously rare 
or expenaive, thua inaugurating entirely 
new industries, as witness that of the manu- 
facture of aluminium goods and alloya; 
analyzing raw materiala (ore, coke, lime- 
stone, etc.), intermediate products (for 
many industrial operations are under chem- 
ical eontnd at aU points), and final prod- 
ucts, such aa the furnace gases, slags, and 
the like; ifflinoviiig old processes; devising 
new ones, particularly those which will 
render available low-grade or refractory 
oree; diowiog how wastes sad by-products 
may be made valuable, the waste heat to 


raise steam or pre-heat the blast, and the 
slags for the prodnction of eemisat end 
concrete, as fireproof packing for ateam 
pipes, as ballast for railroad tracks, for 
.macadamizing highways, for building pur- 
poses (as slag brick, slag blocks, etc.), or 
whmi' rich in phosphorus (as those from the 
Thomas-Oilchrist process) for fertilizers. 
His sucoeas has been such in the iron ia- 
dtratry, for example, as to lead Mr. JamSs 
Douglas to remark that 

When an the volatile produeta of the blast fW^v 
naee . . . are deprived of their heat-giving prSp- 
ertiea nnd their chemical conetitnente, and when 
the dags, as well aa the metal, have letnraed tbstr. 
heet to man instead of to the atmoephere, and the 
elag itself has been turned into cement or amna 
other useful artide, it will be a question as te 
whether the pig iron is the principal object of 
manufacture or one of the by-produete 

It was the pioneer investigations of 
Bnnsen and DeFaur which pointed tiie way 
for the use of furnace gases in many of the 
directions in which they are now so exten- 
sively employed. Another chemist. Sir 
Humphry Davy, by his invention of the 
safety lamp, has done more than any one 
else to protect the miner from accident and 
injury and, as you are wdl aware, the ohem- 
ists of our government are now conducting 
experiments in this city^ to further reduce 
the loss of life snd propwty incident to 
fires and explosions in mines. 

Without the powerful eiplotdves of the 
chemist, modem mining, modem warfare, 
and such great eoi^ueering projects as Ihs 
Panama Canal, would aU alike be impos- 
sible. After the precious metals have been 
extraeted from their ores, it is the powdw 
of the diemist whidi stands guard over 
them, as it does over all the aoeomulated 
wealth aud property of tfaia and other 
nationa. 

The chief source of our li^t, heat and 
power atiU tesndns the ehemked ooialKis- 
tion of some form of carbon, be it ooail^ 
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petroleum or natural gaa; and chemistry 
again has riiown how wastes may be avoided 
and by-produets utilized. The great losses 
formerly permitted in the coking of coal 
are now being checked and the volatile 
products recovered, with the result that we 
shall soon be supplying all the benzole 
needed for our own home market. In the 
great illuminating gas industry, the by- 
products — ammonia water, tar and coke — 
are all made available by the chemist. The 
ammonia water is a leading source of am- 
monium compounds ; and, as for the tar, the 
way in which this black, sticky, evil-smell- 
ing mass has heen made to minister to the 
comfort and general prosperity of mankind 
constitutes one of the most brilliant chap- 
ters in the volume of modern scientiflo 
achievement. In the hands of the chemist, 
it has been transformed, as by magic, into 
a veritable Pandora’s Box, from which may 
be produced healing drugs or the deadliest 
of poisons, delicious perfumes or the most 
disgusting of odors, dyestuffs of every hue 
of the rainbow or explosives powerful 
enough to annihilate this building in an 
instant — pleasure or pain, life or death, lie 
dormant there, awaiting the summons of 
the chemist. Then, too, chemistry has con- 
tributed the necessary mantles and fila- 
ments for modem incandescent lighting, 
whether by gas or by the electric curreht; 
and the calcium carbide from which acety- 
lene gas is obtained. 

A good example of the economy often 
aocompli8hed.by chemical research and dis- 
covery is afforded by the history of ultra- 
marine. Many years ago when this pig- 
msnt was made by powdering the mineral 
lapis lazuli, it sold for more than its weight 
in gold. Since the chemist has found how 
to make it from such, cheap substances as 
fcfmlin, sodium sulfate and carbonate, ohar- 
eoal, solfar and rosin, the price is only a 
feiw eents per pound. 


The value of our epeck, upon which every 
commercial transaction rests, is decided by 
the chemist, while the green inlr used in 
printing our banknotes, and to which they 
owe their name of ‘‘greenbaoks,” was in- 
vented by a former president of the Amer- 
ican Chemical Society, Dr. T. Sterry Hunt 

The chemist lets nothing escape nn- 
searohed. The sweepings from the wiinta 
and from the shops and factories of workers 
in preoions metals, as well as the water in 
which the workmen wash their hands, are 
all made to give up the gold or silver they 
contain. Even waste photographic solu- 
tions must disgorge their silver before they 
are permitted to escape. 

Through the labors of the chemist, the 
pollution of our atmosphere by smoke, 
fumes, flue dust and noxious gases is being 
rapidly reduced; and the University of 
Pittsburgh is playing a prominent part in 
this campaign. Hundreds of thousands of 
tons of sulphur dioxide, formerly wasted 
in various quarters of the globe in polluting 
the atmosphere, are now, thanks to the dis- 
covery of the “contact process,” annually 
converted into sulphuric acid, to be used 
for the manufacture of fertilizers, indigo 
and other valuable substances. 

The purity of our water supply is a mat- 
ter of serious concern to all of us, whether 
it is to be used for drinking purposes or for 
the industries, and both the chemist and the 
bacteriologist must pass upon it The chief 
industrial use of water is for the genera- 
tion of steam, and for this purpose the 
water must be free from large amounts of 
mineral salts, or the formation of boiler 
scale will proceed rapidly. So that, even 
in such a fundamental engineering opera- 
tion as steam-power generation, the engi- 
neer must first •consult the chemist as to the 
quality of the fuel and water he expects to 
ime. The loss due to locomotive boiler seale 
•done in the United States has been esti^ 
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mated as equivalent to fifteen million tons 
of coal per annum. Chemistry has also 
rendered yeoman service in reducing the 
pollution of our streams and coastal waters, 
by showing how many of these wastes may 
be converted into valuable commercial 
products, and more money be made in this 
way than by dumping them into the 
streama 

In those operations in which pure water 
is indispensable, the cost of impure water is 
the cost of purification, and it is to the 
chemist that the manufacturer must turn 
for instructions as to how this purification 
may be accomplished best. Impure water 
means additional cost of production, not 
only to the steam-power plant, as just men- 
tioned, but also in paper-making, straw- 
board mills, brewing, distilling, ice manu- 
facture, bleacheries, dye works, canning and 
pickle factories, creameries, abattoirs, pack- 
ing-houses, factories for explosives, sugar, 
starch, glue, or soap, woolen mills, tan- 
neries and chemical works, as well as in 
many other lines of industry. 

Agriculture still remains the world's 
most important industry, as nearly 36 per 
cent of our people are engaged in it, and 
all the rest depend upon it. Mr, James J* 
Hill has said that 

In the last analysis, commerce, manufaetnres, 
onr home market, every form of activity nms back 
to the bounty of the earth by which every worker, 
skilled or unskilled, must be fed and by which his 
wages are ultimately paid. 

And Liebig, in the preface to hk great 
woi^ on Chemistry in Its Applications 
to Agriculture and Physiology" calls atten- 
tion to the fact that 

a rational system of agriculture can not be 
formed without the applioatiou of seientlfle prin- 
ciples, for such a systerm must be based on an 
exact aequaintanee with the means of nutrition of 
vegetables, and with the influence of soils and ac- 
tions of manure upon them. This knowledge we 
most seek from ehemistiy, whi^ teaches the mode 
of investksting the composition and of studying 


the character of the different substances f^om 
which plants derive their nourishment. 

In this great domain, the services of 
chemistry include the fixation of atmos- 
pheric nitrogen, the elucidation of some of 
^the ways in which atmospheric nitrogen 
enters into organic combination and of the 
methods whereby organic nitrogen k pre- 
pared for plant food, the analysis of soik 
and the determination of their relation to 
plant growth, the analysis of plants and 
agricultural products and a study of the 
influence of environment upon their com- 
position, the manufacture of fertilizers and 
their adaptation to the nee<^ of different 
soils and crops, the protection of the farmer 
from fraud when he purchases the same, 
methods of utilizing plant food and of con- 
serving it for future use, the establishing 
of the general principles of plant growth 
and tiie chemical changes involved, the re- 
placing of natural dyes and drugs by 
thetic articles, the manufacture of artificial 
silk and the saving of the natural silk in- 
dustry from threatened obliteration, the 
production of other artificial fibers and 
fabrics, the mercerization of cotton, the 
manufacture of substances to take the place 
of resins and shellac, the rescue of crops 
from impending destruction by providing 
effective insecticides and fungicides^ the 
production of valuable substances fr<mi 
former wastes (cottonseed oil, com oil, 
gluten from starch factories, cream of 
tartar from wine lees, and the like), and of 
industrial alcohol from crop refuse. Dr. 
H, W. Wiley has expressed the opinion that 

The application of the prinelpleB of ehemioal 
teelmology to the elaboration of raw agricuitoral 
prodnote has added a new value to the frulti of 
the fann, opened up new avenuee of prcMperity, 
and develop^ new staple crops. 

The introduction and enactment of our 
Pure Food and Drug laws, as every one 
is aware, were due primarily to the tirekss 
activity of 13uk same 
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It probably has not oecnrred to the lay- 
man that the chemist might appear also 
in the role of a land reclaimer, and yet the 
discovery of commercially profitable meth- 
ods of manufacturing alizarin and indigo 
from coal tar has set free for other crops 
hundreds of thousands of acres formerly 
devoted to the raising of madder and 
indigo. 

In the realm of animal industry, the 
chemist has elucidated the laws of animal 
nutrition and taught the farmer how to 
adapt his feeding-stuffs to the needs of his 
stock, so as to secure the maximum return 
in work, meat, fat or milk, and by analyt- 
ical control again protects him from fraud 
when he buys his cattle feed. When dis- 
eases attack the herd, chemistry supplies 
antiseptics and powerful remedies of all 
kinds. Not so many years back, it was the 
custom to build slaughter houses on the 
banks of streams into which all the refuse 
was turned. But chemistry has revolution- 
ized all this, and the old joke abont the 
Chicago packing-houses using every part of 
the pig, including the squeal, is now not far 
from the truth. In modem abattoirs and 
packing-houses, the hides are used for 
leather; the grease is converted into soap, 
candles, oleo and glycerol (for nitroglycerin 
manufacture) ; the blood and scrap into 
blood albumen, fertilizers and potassium 
Icyanide (for gold extraction, among other 
uaes) ; the horns and hoofs into jelly, but- 
tons, knife handles, etc. ; the feet, bones and 
heads, into glue, bone oil and bone-black. 
The sldm-milk formerly wasted, now sur- 
renders ite casein, from which so many in- 
teresting and nsetnl artielee are manufac- 
tured. Chemistry has also provided a num- 
ber of satisfactory leather substitutes, while 
the waste from real leather is converted into 
feirtiliser or glue. 

It is chemistry again vdaioh has put into 
the. hands of the builder non-combustible 


building materials, such as iron and sted, 
cement, brick, plaster, terrla-oott8^ tiles of 
all kinds, porcelain, pottery, stoneware and 
earthenware, and all kinds of metallic fur- 
nishings and fittings; fireproofing solutions 
for the safeguarding of combustible mate- 
rials ; paints and vamishes, to protect from 
weathering and decay; preservatives to 
prolong the life of the timber and ward it 
from the attacks of marine borers, molds 
and fungi. 

Formerly all the alkali required for soap 
manufacture was derived from wood ashes ; 
but the chemist has shown how it can be 
secured much more economically by the 
electrolysis of common salt. 

In addition to all this, and much more 
which could be cited, it is chemistry that 
provides a majority of our most potent 
anesthetics, antiseptics and remedies of 
various kinds. In his fight with disease and 
death, the physician has no more powerful 
or resourceful ally than the ehemist- 
Pinally, the processes of the living organism, 
plant or animal, are primarily chemical, 
and instead of the formation of organic 
compounds in the living organism being 
longer referred to a mysterious “vis 
vitalis,” the question has lately been raised 
seriously as to whether life itself is not 
merely one of the products, or the resultant, 
of a definite series of chemical reactions. 
Dr. Schaefer, in his presidential address 
before the Dundee meeting of the British 
Association for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence, after calling atC^tion to the compara- 
tively few elements and simple compounds 
of which living matter is composed, said 
“The combination of these elements into a 
colloidal compound represents the chemical 
basis of life; and when the chemist succeeds 
in building up this compound, it will wHb- 
out doubt be found to exhibit the phe* 
nomeoa which we are in the habit of aaso- 
eiating with the term ‘life’ and he fur- 
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tiler temggeots “that heredity also k one of 
-'tile questions the erentual solution of which 
we must look to the chemist to provide.” 

I like the old familiar concept of the 
human organism, not as an individual but 
as a community, a humming, bustling hive 
of industry, where each separate cell has 
its own special kind of work to perform; 
some splitting up the raw material as it is 
received into simpler substances and classi- 
fying these for transmission to other cells, 
•where they are built up into materials nec- 
essary for the life and development of the 
organism ; some cells carrying on a process 
of benevolent assimilation, others “doing an 
illicit still business”; with the great cen- 
tral pumping station driving life and 
energy to the remotest corners of the estab- 
lishment. That is not only the most fasci- 
nating organic chemical laboratory in the 
world, and its most important chemical in- 
dustry; but it is also the one which con- 
cerns us most intimately. Whether we ll've 
or die within the next five minutes, depends 
absolutely upon whether the reactions now 
going on in all the minute organic labora- 
tories of our bodies continue in their nor- 
mal healthy course or suddenly go wrong. 

Chemistry has been well characterized 
as “the intelligence department of indus- 
try.” It does not skim the cream of other 
men’s labor, but is itself so great a creator 
of national wealth that the actual money 
value of its services is beyond computation. 

In this brief and very superficial fashion, 
I liave endeavored to give you some idea as 
to what chemistry means to our present-day 
civilization. All of these remarkable 
achievements are but the outcome of patient 
and painstaking research in the field of 
pure chemistry. Investigations in pure sci- 
ence laid those broad and deep foundations 
upon which applied science has erected the 
wonderful structure of modem industrial 
operations. Small wonder, tfien, that the 


estabUshment of a chair of researdi in pure 
cfasmktzy is a cause for gratification and 
encouragement 

No one can tell at what instant some (fi)- 
servation recorded in the course of a re- 
search may suddenly become of immense 
importance. When Cavendish, 130 years 
ago, read a paper before the Boyal Society 
deaoribing the formation of nitric acid by 
the passing of on electric sparic through air, 
it certainly never occurred to any one pres- 
ent that the question of the fixation of 
atmospheric nitrogen might one day prove 
the means of saving the human race frinu 
starvation, and yet such may turn out to be 
the case in the years to come. Perkin had 
BO intimation that the experiments con- 
ducted daring the Easter vacation of 1856, 
in the effort to obtain quinine synthetically, 
would result in a billiim dollar world in- 
dustry in coal tar dyestuffs; nor could 
Bessemer have foreseen that his process 
would one day save the world over two 
billion dollars annually. 

The nineteenth century has been de- 
scribed as the Age of Physica and Engineer- 
ing, since it witnessed such triumpha as the 
development of steam and gas engines, and 
the utilization of electricity as a source of 
light, heat and power, and as a means of 
communication. The twentieth century 
will quite certainly be an Age of Cbemk- 
tiy. Germany realized thk some years agO; 
witii results that are now evident to alL 

If we would not be left far behind in the 
race, we most pursue a similar eonrse, and 
that at once. We have yet to convince 
many of the nations of the earth that the 
form of govmiment in which we beUeve, 
and to establish which our ancestors died^ 
is the best not only for the freedom and 
happiness of the individual, and the dev>ri- 
opment of the noblest inteUeotual and moral 
standards, but also for the greaih of the 
country in phyjpical strength and nspozDS- 
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falnen, and lii&t in the hour of need it will 
not be found wanting in the vital matter 
of industtrial efficiency and eolidarity which 
ia the corner-stone of all military power. 

In the terrible world war now raging, 
the law 0:f the survival of the fittest will be 
found as inescapable, immutable and inex- 
orable in the ease of nations as it is with 
individuals. It listens to no explanations, 
accepts no excuses, and knows absolutely 
no pity. Our own country is beginning to 
awaken to the fact that civilization un- 
armed by science is at a terrible disadvan- 
tage in the event of a struggle for exist- 
ence, and tliat this arming can not be done 
at short notice. The result is a loud and 
urgent call upon the universities, colleges 
and technical schools of the land for help. 

Conspicuous among those answering this 
call most effectively are the University of 
Pittsburgh and its Mellon Institute. Con- 
ducting an energetic campaign for the edu- 
cation of the community to a better appre- 
ciation of science, pointing out to the manu- 
facturers wherein the chemist can aid them, 
and winning their support for chemical 
research, prosecuting skilful investigations 
directed to tiie immediate public needs, and 
turning out highly-trained scientists, this 
university has already made an enviable 
record of service, and has placed under a 
lasting debt of gratitude not only the city 
of Pittsburgh, the chemical profession and 
tiae nation, but the entire world of human- 
ity as well ; for its activities minister in the 
highest degree to the progress of civilisa- 
tion, and its achievements ultimately be- 
come the property of all mankind. 

Robinson has defined eduoatmn as “the 
pcooess of fitting tiie individual take his 
ifiaos and do his. part in the life of his age 
and nation,'’ and no educational institu- 
tion at the preieiat time can discharge this 
ceqtOBsMity Mthlully unless it accords, 
in Jits equipment and la its curricula, ade- 


quate recognition to so compr^cnsive a sci- 
ence as ehemistty which, in its wide sweep, 
touches almost every phase of human life 
and endeavor. 

Two yean ago, in an address which I had 
occasion to deliver in England, I ventured 
the opinion timt the most pressing need of 
the day was the proper endowmmit of chem- 
ical research, by the founding of great re- 
search institutes and the creation of re- 
search professonbips. That opinion I have 
not altered. 

The establishment in this university of 
the Willard Gibbs Professorship of Re- 
search in Pure Chemistry is an occasion for 
wannest congratulations: to the chancellor 
and trustees of the university on the mo- 
mentous step they have taken in the direc- 
tion of building up a great new school of 
graduate and research work in pure chem- 
istry; to the distinguidied director of the 
Mellon Institute, Dr. Raymond P. Bacon, 
for his wise foresight in securing such a 
department as a powerful means of ad- 
vancing progress in industrial research ; to 
the universily and its Mellon Institute, on 
securing as the first incumbent of the new 
chair a most talented teacher and investi- 
gator, Dr. Martin A. Rosanoff, whose re- 
searches have already won for him an inter- 
national reputation ; and to Professor 
Rosanoff himself, on being selected for this 
high honor. 

That this new chair should bear the illus- 
trious name of Josiah Willard Gibbs is 
peculiarly appropriate, for, as an investi- 
gator in the field of pure chemistry, Ostwald 
has called him “by far the greatest scien- 
tist America has yet produced,” and Le 
Cbatelier has said that his work marks an 
epodi aa important as that of Lavoisier. 
Abstraae and recondite as those researches 
were, t^ir fundamental bearing upon the 
deveSopraent of our science is daily heoofm- 
lag (dearer. 
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In felidtatingr the chancellor and tras- 
teee, it is not necessary to point out that a 
university’s greatness is not determined 
by the magnihcence of its plant, its athletic 
prowess, or the size of its student body, but 
by tlifi number and importance of its grad- 
uate schools; and that the standing of a 
graduate school, in the judgment of those 
whose opinion is really worth having, is 
measured by the amount and quality of its 
output of genuinely original investigation. 
The extent of the assistance which a uni- 
versity secures from its surrounding com- 
munity in the creation of such splendid 
graduate schools as we see here, is not in- 
frequently the reflection of the attitude of 
the university authorities themselves toward 
such work; and the city of Pittsburgh is 
indeed fortunate to have at the head of its 
famous university a chancellor and trustees 
who know how to prize original scientific 
investigation at its real worth, and under 
whose fostering care and guidance it is cer- 
tain to have fuU opportunity for develop- 
ment. 

To the staff of noted teachers and inves- 
tigators already connected with this uni- 
versity, Dr. Bosanoff has been called, and I 
bring to him the congratulations of our 
ehemical department at Columbia and our 
best wishes for a long, happy and useful 
sareer. 

He is an unusually gifted man — chemist, 
physicist, mathematician, linguist — ^and in- 
tends to devote his versatile talents to the 
difficult, but very important field of 
physico-organio chemistry. He should be 
a very happy man to-night, for I know that 
it has been his ambition to be permitted to 
devote bis life to research in pure chemis- 
try, and happiness has been defined as the 
quotient obtained by dividing our ambition 
by our lachievementa There is no doubt 
tl^t he will do all in bis power to widen 
the boundaries of knowledge in bis dhosen 


field, and that he will succeed, through hift 
own labors and those of his junior col- 
leagues, research associates and students, 
in bringing honor and prestige to the chair. 

1 would gladly explain to you the impor- 
*tance of the numerous discoveries he has 
already made, but time does not permit, 
and much of it, I fear, would be about as 
fascinating to the uninitiated as an attempt 
to expound the fine points of Sanskrit 
syntax. 

Accordingly, I will limit myself to a few 
of his more notable contributions. 

Fractional distillation is an ancient proc- 
ess, but it has remained largely an empirical 
one. True, its practical applications have 
developed and experience has shown the 
particnlar value of various forms of dis- 
tilling apparatus, but the underlying theory 
has continued more or less in dispute and 
it has been impossible to calcnlate accu- 
rately in advance the correct arrangement 
of the distilling heads necessary to realise 
a maximum separation of the components 
of a liquid mixture; the only way to find 
ont having been to assemble an outfit and 
make a trial run. Professor Bosanoff ’s 
studies of the problem have convinced him 
that the conclusion arrived at by previous 
investigators to the effect that a tingle 
regulated still-head sufficed to separate 
completely binary mixtures was not in ac- 
cord with the facts. By an application of 
the theory of partial vapor pressures he 
has corrected this error and shown that not 
one, but a series of still-heads is necessary, 
the temperature of each of which bears a 
definite mathematical relation to that of 
every other one. This has been experimen- 
tally confirmed very many times during the 
past three or four years, and it would ap- 
pear that research in pure chemistry has 
at last placed this age-old process upon a 
firm scientific basis. The American Ohem- 
ioal Society recognized tiie fine quality 
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the work by awarding Professor Bosanoff 
its Niohols Medal for the year 1910 . As 
distillation plays a very prominent part in. 
many of our leading industries, the impor- 
tance of the investigation requires no com- 
ment. 

Other valuable researches conducted by 
Professor Bosanoff had to do with sujch 
well-known generalizations as the theory of 
electrolytic dissociation and the law of mass 
action. In the ease of the hydrolysis of 
sucrose, and the decomposition of tertiary 
amyl esters, other investigators have re- 
ported results which were at variance with 
one or both of these h3rpotheses, and the 
consequence has been increasing confusion 
and perplexity. By long-continued study 
of these problems, on the part of his co- 
laborers and himself, Dr. Bosanoff has 
proved both mathematically and experi- 
mentally that the observations primarily 
responsible for this troublesome condition 
of affairs were inaccurate and misleading, 
and that the theories of electrolytic disso- 
ciation and of mass action are beautifully 
confirmed in these particular cases also. To 
bring order out of chaos is indeed a wel- 
come service. The “hydrolysis of sucrose” 
probably sounds highly technical to the 
layman, but it is a chemical reaction upon 
which depends the evaluation of the entire 
sugar output of the world. As our country 
has something like three hundred million 
dollars invested in the sugar business, the 
problem obviously has its practical side as 
well. 

All of his work has been characterized 
by the refinement and precision of the 
physico-chemical measurements made, the 
painstaking and laborious efforts to elimi- 
nato all possible sources of error, and the 
immense nutnbet* of experiments carried out 
before any conclusions are dravm. 

In the coming years, I can wish for him 
no Kii gb^ revntrd than that he may succeed 


in communicating to his students some of 
his own contagions and enthnsiastie love 
of the subject, since this is the greatest 
been in the gift of any teacher and the one 
which brings most happiness to the donor. 
With that compelling inspiration, the stu- 
dent will get the dry facts of the science in 
due time; without it, knowledge alone can 
never make him a really great man. 

For his comfort, I would remind my col- 
leagues of the words of Epictetus: 

Bemember that such was, and is, and will be the 
nature of the universe, and that it is not possible 
that the things which^ came into being can come 
into being otherwise than they do now; and that 
not only men have participated in this change and 
transmutation, and all other living things which 
are on the earth, but also the things which are 
divine. And indeed the very four elements are 
changed and transmuted up and down, and earth 
becomes water and water becomes air, and the air 
again is transmuted into othor things, and the 
same manner of transmutation takes place from 
above to below. If a man attempts to turn his 
mind toward those thoughts, and to persuade him- 
self to accept with willingness that which is neces- 
sary, he will pass through life with complete mod- 
eration and harmony. 

I am confident that he will never become 
so deeply engrossed in his researches as to 
lose sight of the main purpose of all edu- 
cation, which is to make better men and 
more useful citizens; and that his efforts 
will always be directed to training men to 
be not only great scientists, but also great 
Americans, and that in so doing he will not 
fail to impress upon each student that the 
individual is but one of the players in the 
mighty drama of human life and endeavor, 
and that he should therefore play his part 
worthily, as owing a debt both to his pro- 
fession and to the community in which he 
lives. ^‘What art do you teach, Prota^ 
gorasT’ BBked Socrates. “I teach the art 
of citizenship, ^ ’ replied the sophist. ‘ * fhen, 
indeed/' said Socrates, ^'you teach the 
noblest and best of all arts, for it includes 
all others." And Epictetus writes: 
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Ton frill do the greateat aervice to the atate, if 
^oa shall raise not the roofs of the houaea, but the 
aoulfl of the citizens; for it is better that great 
Boula should dwell in small houses than for mean 
slaves to lurk, in great houses. 

After all, it is the development of genius 
that is most important for the progress of 
tile world. The lives of such men as Fara- 
day, Liebig, Pasteur, Williard Qibbs, are of 
inestimable value to mankind. Though 
these men themselves have lived their little 
day and passed on, their work is immortal ; 
and it is certain that many of the investi- 
gations carried out in the laboratories of 
this splendidly equipped university will 
still shine with undimmed luster long after 
these noble buildings have crumbled in 
decay. 

The pyramids that cleave heaven’s jewelled portal; 

Elean-Jove’s atar-spangled dome; the tomb 
Where rich Mauaolua sleeps — are not immortal, 
Nor ehali escape inevitable doom. 

Devouring fire and rains will mar their splendor; 

The weight of years will drag the marble down ; 
Genius alone a name can deathless render, 

And round the forehead wreathe the unfading 
crown, 

Mabston Tayloe Bogert 
Columbia UNivxasinr 


THM TSACmm OF rss SI8TOBF OF 
8CISNCS 

rra P&XSBKT STATUS IE OUB UEIVEBSmBS, 
COLLEOB8 AND TSCHKZOAL 8GHOOMI 
Thb significance and merit of the ixresent 
investigation, while of great interest to the 
author, remains for those aotiv^ engaged in 
the work of teaching to determine. It is mi]y 
recently that any great indication of a change 
in method in science teaching in our higher 
institutions has been manifestedL They have 
found that science,” as a means of educa- 
tion, asBUtnes a broader aspect in courses upon 
the history of scientific progressr- such as timee 
originated by Harvard University and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Proof 
of the coming dhauge can be seen in the Char- 
acter and number of critioal TvgoriB end 
articles appearing in the various scientific 


and educational journals. For those who sedc 
further enlightenment, a short blbliogra|diy 
will be found appended. 

This paper is divided into two parts, namely, 
the arguments regarding the intrinsic value of 
-the history of science as a study and as a faotoi 
in educational efficiency. These arguments 
are supported by citations from erudite men, 
active in the promotion of scientific training. 
The second division contains facts, tables and 
other material neoessary to show the present 
condition and trend of the subject, and if pos- 
sible to validate the arguments upon the value 
of a course in history of science as a whole, 
over courses in the more specific fields — as the 
history of chemistry, or astronomy, etc. 

I 

The discussion centering about a course 
which should give some idea of the history of 
science as a whole is of comparatively recent 
date, at least in this country. It arose in the 
demand of a small body of progressive scien- 
tific men for a study that would give our stu- 
dents (scientifio and teohnioal) something 
more than mere facts, theory and teohzdc, in 
solving problems. We have heard too much 
of the orthodoxy of science, its over-specialisa- 
tion, and (as one of our foremost philosophers 
hsA put it) a certain amount of crudeness and 
pettiness in our methods and opinions oon- 
oemizig problems in science — at least in com- 
parison witii European scholars. 

During the last decade of our scientific 
progress tiiene has come about a dervelopment 
and reaction from the extreme and powerful 
method of specialiaation, both in methods of 
researeh and in teaching, wherriiiy stress is laid 
upon the cultural and broadening effects in 
scientific study-— the learning of principles and 
not mere facts. One factor in this develop- 
ment, though not seemingly important in the 
past, is now demanding its full recognition, 
the ieachinff of sdience from the historical 
point of view, not entirely from the eoonomio 
or problem-solving reasons— the hiatoirlod 
development ^ the pri&ciphMi. tiw svclutfaiE of 
sdenoe itssU^ iliowiiig oorrdation and intsr- 
rslatiosn between the most siit^ and the most 
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Gomplox oonoopts. This then x&ay be aeaumed 
to be the purpose and intent of the study <d 
the history of soienoe, or as Dr. H. 0. Brown* 
of the philosophy department (Stanford XTni- 
versity), states it, it shows a growing recogni- 
tion of the value of mind. Intelligence was a 
plaything for the anoienta, a consolation for 
the medievals, but an instrument for the 
modern. 

In the words of Dr. 0. H. Mann, of the Uni- 
versity of Ohicago:^ 

One immediate consequence of this sort of bie- 
torieal study would be the mucb-deaiied hnmanis* 
lug of loienoe, for we should be compelled to rec- 
ognize the various ways in which science has co- 
operated with the other phases of human activ- 
ities in bringing us into our present condition. 

The theory of Dr. Wilhelm Ostwald* is that 

the history of the sciences offers the best and 
most authoritative material for the study of 
law in the evolution of mankind.” Further, as 
Professor Ostwald sees it, the history of sci- 
ence is not merely history for its own sake, 
but a new method of study, a new way of 
getting at the results of research. 

From John Fiske in his study of evolution 
as a method of study,* we ffnd these precepts : 

Study the present in the light of the past. The 
easy work of science is mostly done. Those who 
would continue work must study, not living ob- 
jects, but laws that govern them. Whether planets 
or mountains or molluscs or subjunctive modes, or 
tribal confederacies, be the things studied, the 
scholars who have studied them most fruitfully 
were those who have studied them as phases of 
development. Their work has directed the cur- 
rents of thought. 

Ostwald* emphasizes the importance of his- 
torical study as an interpreter of the intcr- 
rdationahip of science and life: 

»^*Xks History of Science, an Interpretation/' 
Pop, jSoi. Afo., April, 1908, Vol. 76. 

^See introduction to his book, **Die Bntwick- 
long der Blectroehemie. " 

> Quoted from excerpts in Dr, U, S, Jordan's 
**Syilittiiiia on Bvoltition, " 1896, pp. 4-^. 

•Quoted from a review of his book, ''Die Ent- 
wieklukg dor Hleetrochemie" (Iielpzig, J« A. 
B«nh) , tn NaHon, VOl. 90, p. 697, June 93, 


The nineteenth century was too full of creative 
work in the various fields of science to give his- 
torical studies their full play. The new centuiy, 
on the other hand, though it has achieved already 
some very remarkable results in the way of posi- 
tive additions to our knowledge of the forces of 
nature, will offer a larger field for historical stud- 
ies, for the reason that the practical value of such 
studies will be more clearly demonstrated. The 
author deprecates the idea that pure science can 
have no connection with life. The great investi- 
gators, he says, ''were almost without exception 
in their younger days passionately enthusiastic 
over some concrete, practical aim, and it was in 
the course of the further and higher development 
of these problems (which indeed followed rapidly 
upon one another) that they themselves attained a 
wider and higher point of view. The tree of 
knowledge raises its crown high in the ether of 
pure science, but it is rooted in the firm ground 
of human needs and activities. 

Free. Henry S. Pritchett,* after diseonrBing 
upon the progress of science in past ages, and 
especially upon the larger aspect of acienoe 
from the middle of the nineteenth century to 
the beginning of the twentieth, brings out the 
fundamental contrasts which stand out most 
prominently : 

First, the last fifty years have seen a greater 
betterment of the theoretical basis of physical sci- 
ence. Second, this development has been marked 
by a notable stimulation of scientifi:e research, a 
differentiation of scientific effort, and the creation 
thereby of a great number of special sciences or 
departments of science. Third, the possession of 
a secured theoretical basis and the intellectual 
quickening which has followed it have resulted in 
the application of science to the arts and to the 
industries In such measure as the world has never 
before known. These applications have to do with 
the comfort, health, pleasure and happiness of the 
human race, and affect vitally all the conditions of 
modern life. Fourth, perhaps in many respects 
the most significant of all, is the effect which has 
been produced upon the religious faith and the 
philosophy of life of the civilized world by the 
widespread introduction of what may be called 
the modern sdentlflo spirit. 

Laetly, here we may add perhaps the most 
fimdameutal principle, which should also be 
Vital indeed in the purpose of the study of the 
Monthly, November, 1907, p. 614. 
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history of science — namely the development of 
the scientihc concepts or ideas (see Ostwald’s 

Naturphilosophie ”) and the methods evolv- 
ing such. 

Up to the present time the range and domain 
of science includes all that is of nature, and 
from her the four great interrdiating prin- 
ciples have been evolved. Manifestly, th^ are 
well known, but for contemporary testimony 
they will be restated. Dr. W J McCJee* has 
termed them “the four cardinal principles of 
science — namely, the indestructibility of mat- 
ter, the i>ersi5tence of motion, the development 
of species, and the uniformity of nature.” 
The philosophy of each of these accepted doc- 
trines is the history of science. 

It is interesting at this point to note the 
following ideas from a powerful article by 
Dr. J. F. Woodhull:^ 

Onlture courses, or information courses, are 
often spoken of soomfully as a smattering of all 
the ’ologies. 

Science culture differs in its methods from the 
old classical culture, but it has the same spirit and 
same object. 

The weakest thing about our research to-day is 
that our men are not widely informed. 

Davy, Faraday, Tyndall, Pasteur, Humboldt, 
Huxley, Maxwell, Agassiz, Cooke, Bhaler, New- 
comb, all preached the doctrine that science is 
good for culture and should be given to all. 

Value scientific courses— not simply because 
they cultivate the perception and reasoning facul- 
ties, but because they fill the mind with lofty 
ideals, elevated conceptions and noble thoughts; 
indeed there is no better school in which to train 
the esthetic faculties of the mind — taste and imagi- 
nation — than the study of natural science. 

The history of science tells of a multitude who 
have worked in faith for the love of knowledge, 
and made themselves and their fellows more noble 
men. 

The history of science is referred to here as 
including all the divisions of pure science, not 
emphasizing one over another, nor one apart 
from another (as, for instance, physical and 
biological). No matter what particular ape- 

e Washington Academy of Science Prooe^e^i/nga, 
Vol. IL, pp. 1-12, 190». 

Science for Culture, School Beview, Vol. 
15, p. 123, February, 1907, 


cialty he chooses, the whole field of science is 
to the student of science vital and important. 
In this manner its history will comprehend 
what relations exist between the development 
of the various subjects in various periods, the 
-correlation of these divisions and their ad- 
vances, the problems of science, and lastly, the 
evolution of the sciences, all will be to him an 
intellectual pleasure and a noteworthy part of 
his training and education, 

n 

The problem this paper is attempting to con- 
sider is twofold: First, to show somewhat the 
historical development of these courses in the 
history of science; second, to argue that al- 
though a course in the history of a specific 
subject may be desirable, it does not possess 
the value and merit in education that a strong 
and well-developed general history of science 
has. It will be also shown that such a course 
is the most economical in regard to time, serv- 
ice to the university authorities, and service to 
the student. Various single oourses can be 
combined and correlated, to make one course 
(general) for 8 or 4 hours throughout the year. 

In America the early history of the develop- 
ment of the science instruction in our higher 
schools is one certainly important, and pos- 
sessing interesting characteristics; and the 
history of the courses upon the history of sci- 
ence — general and specific— has had almost a 
parallel treatment. 

The early development of this movement can 
be traced from the crude materialism of the 
older physicists in Europe, to about 1880, In 
the following few years the period of over- 
specialization was coming to a climax, and 
with this, an undercurrent of idealistic and 
critical tendencies in scientific thoughts was 
being manifested. Probably the first conscious 
indication of interest in the history of science 
dates back to 1883, when “ Die Meohanik in 
ihrer Entwickelung, historisoh-kritisch dar* 
gestellt,” by Dr. Ernst Mach, first made its 
appearance, followed by Karl Pearson’s “ The 
Grammar of Science ” (1802) and in Qemuuoiy 
by Dr. Wilhelm Ostwald’s “MatoriMla* 
Sophie,” In jrmoo Bsuri PoinCar4’s srork 
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has its influence and bearing, and in Italy 
Anton Fararo. 

Out of this critical-idealistic tendency to 
react from the materialism of science grew the 
idealistic-historical movement. This is some- 
times thought of as the synthetical and gen- 
eralizing phase in scientific learning. The 
effect of that movement in this country was 
slight at best, but a beginning had been made 
in Harvard University by Eh*. Richard in 1890, 
and in the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology by Dr. Sedgwick and Dr. Cross, some- 
what earlier. Dr. Eiohard^s course was a series 
of voluntary lectures upon chemical philos- 
ophy, but it was virtually a course upon the 
history of chemistry. Later, receiving official 
recognition, it changed to its present title — 
historical development of chemical theory and 
elementary physical chemistry. From this 
grew out (1911) tlie present courses in the 
history of the physical and biological sci- 
ences given by Dr. L. J. Henderson. 

The development of the courses by Dr. 
Sedgwick had somewhat similar progress. In 
1887 he offered a course of twelve popular* 
evening lectures upon the history of biology; 
later this was transferred to the regular insti- 
tute curriculum, and became known as the his- 
tory of the natural sciences. Also in the same 
year Professor Cross gave to the seniors a 
reading course on the history of the physical 
eciences, requiring French and German as well 
as elementary physics and laboratory work as 
prerequisites. It was not until 1905 that these 
courses were combined and given as a regular 
course called history of science— offered by 
Professors Sedgwick and Tyler. 

In 1879-80 at Johns Hopkins University a 
course of twelve lectures upon the history of 
chemistry was given, but in such a manner 
that it has never been considered a regular and 
definite course. 

An interesting fact, again manifested here, 
is that most of our pioneering in intellectual 
activities inevitably has its origin in the older 
New Hngland institutions. To Harvard Uni- 
ve^ity belongs the credit of first establishing 
a. definite and systematic course in the his- 
tory of a special fidd in soienoe, and to Massa- 


chusetts Institute of Technology, the recogni- 
tion of tlie more general field in the historical 
work in science. That the authorities of Har- 
vard have fully recognized the value and ptas 
pose of this new advancement in science teach- 
ing, is revealed, not alone by the establishment 
of the history of science as an independent 

group” in their curriculum, but in doing 
Something of a missionary character, as well. 
This is a very notable instance in educational 
progress. Dr. L. J. Henderson was, during 
the past semester, the exchange professor to 
five middle- Western colleges — Beloit, Oarle- 
ton. Colorado, Grinnell and Knox. At each of 
those institutions he gave a course of twelve 
lectures upon the history of science. The 
order and sequence in which they were estab- 
lislied and given are excellent, and therefore a 
copy of the lecture-series is here added : 

1. What is Sciejice? 

2. Ancient Astronomy and Its Importance. 

3. Ancient Physics. 

4. Ancient and Modem Science. 

5. Harvey and the Renaissance of Biology. 

6. Galileo to Newton, and the Renaissance 

of Mechanics. 

7. The Seventeenth Century. 

8. Tlie Eight(K3nth Century. 

9-^10. The Great Synthesis of the Ninoteenlh 

Century, 

11. The Industrial Revolution and the Scien- 

tific Revolution. 

12, The Value of Science. 

Having now shown in brief what the begin- 
nings of this movement were, it will be of 
further interest to trace it through the few 
other schools to the present. We are still to 
bear in mind that the specific courses only are 
being considered; the general history of sci- 
ence courses are of late origin, and exist only 
in a few schools. The response to tliis new 
phase of science instruction was slow, in many 
cases irregular, and in some cases indifferently 
considered. This fluctuation is only apparent 
in the older schools in the early period— as, for 
instance, when the history of astronomy was 
once given, it is now discontinued, and pica 
versa. In 1892-93 Yale University first 
offered a course in the history of mathematios 



760 


SCIENCE 


IN. S. Voi*. XLH- No. 


and in astronomy; both ware discontinued, 
and to-day there is established a oourse in the 
history of biology. The University of Ohioago 
likewise in the same year announced ooxirses 
in the history of astronomy and of chemistry, 
but several years later these were discontinued. 

The effort to keep up this work at the Uni- 
versity of Chicago has never ceased, however; 
we £nd the history of physios and of geology 
offered, as well as a oourse in the history of 
geography (which of oourse is not a pure sci- 
ence subject). At the same university the 
scientihc faculty attempt to institute a very 
unique and ambitious plan for the fostering 
and development of the historical courses in 
science. A letter from Br. F. B. Monlton 
explains it: 

The department of philosophy was to initiate the 
system by giving an introductory course in An- 
cient Science, developing it to about Gkilileo’s 
time. ITrom here the following departments 
(mathematics, physics, chemistry, astronomy, biol- 
ogy and geology) were to carry over the modem 
period of science in their particular fielda 

These oourses were to be correlated, and so 
given as to form a large and orderly sequence 
in the history of science. The one difficulty in 
the scheme, Dr. Moulton writes, is that it was 
impossible to get the same students to con- 
tinue throughout the year; and worse still, the 
methods of the different professors were so 
diverse that there was really no continuity in 
the discussion. The plan has now been aban- 
doned. But for a substitute there has been 
developed an excellent series of oonrses by Dr. 
G. H. Mead in the philosophy department, on 
a closdy allied subject— Jfche history of the an- 
cient and modem scientific concepts. 

In time a number of other schools followed 
— Universities of Pennsylvania, Cornell, Illi- 
nois, Michigan, Northwestern, Stanford and 
California. This response was fdt to be nec- 
essary in the west as well as in the east, and 
California and Stanford have maintained it 
consistently* From to date a course in 
the history of chemiatry has been offered at 
the University of California, with slight and 
varying degree of success. In the department 
of astronomy from 1896 to date, the historical 


course has been found to be in greater demand, 
whereas the history of mathematics was given 
only for a period of three years. Stanford 
University has, from the time of its founda- 
tion (1891), offered a oourse in the history of 
-chemistry almost continuously, except that of 
late it has been given in alternate years* The 
oourse in the history of physios has been 
abandoned. Instead, however, a “Jourxml” 
course is given with the same idea, t. e., dis- 
oussix^ certain epoch-making problems in 
physios, from the historical point of view. 

A further study of tiie individual college 
and universities will reveal a like condition 
regarding the changeable character of his- 
torical studies in the science departments, and 
the reasons for this are many, apparent to the 
individual schools themselves; namely, lack of 
students, lack of interest, improper corrdation 
and requirements, and no ideals of what con- 
stitutes true breadth of culture and efficiency 
in scientific training. A very noticeable and 
astonishing neglect exists in a niunber of our 
larger schools, in which one naturally would 
expect greater efficiency and continuity. They 
omit entirely the historical treatment of soxtM 
of their strongest scientific departments* A 
historical oourse should certainly be given in 
the departments where some degree of strength 
and prominence has been attained. Oalifomia 
and Michigan in astronomy. Harvard in chem- 
istry, Chicago in physics and mathematics, 
have carried this idea out partly. 

A study of the conditions in smaller schools 
is naturally not very different from the larger, 
except in the total number of courses offered, 
as well as the types, which center around the 
physical sciences, 

In order to obtain a scientific account of the 
present trend of the historical courses given, a 
statistical study was first undertaken, which 
was divided into three parts by grouping the 
universities, colleges and technical schools.* 
There are about 600 higher institutions of 
learning in the country, and it was found im- 
practical and unwise to use the entire number 
for this particular study. It is also untrust- 

* S^tsd from tfas Bsport of XT, B* Oomaiii^ 
sioaer of Bdnoatkm, 1918, Yol, 11^, pp* I96-«B69^ 
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w<aiihy, for comparatiye study, to segn^agfate 
uuivorsities from collegia. Therefore some 
meaiu of standardizing was resorted to, in 
order to eliminate schools having no concern in 
the discussion, such as theological seminaries; 
trade schools and preparatory schools. The 
problem was very much simplified by rating 
the efficiency and high educational qualities of 
a school, not by numbers in registration^ but 
by the quality and type of instruction, the work 
given, and by library facilities and accessions. 
The first element was easily determined by 
using the accepted list of schools, as passed by 
the Association of American Universities for 
the Prussian Kulturministerium.® These 
schools will be known as the association group. 
The second group is the library standard 
group, containing colleges whose library acces- 
sions are over 10,000 volumes. The reason 
for making this limit was that equipment and 
not large student body was to determine the 
strength of the school. A school of from 800 
to 500 students and library of 5,000 volumes 
did not compare with a school of from 200 to 
400 students and 10,000 volumes. The third 
division will be called the technical group, 
composed of about 50 of the technical, agri- 
cultural and mechanical arts colleges* 

At best, these three groups are arbitrary 
divisions, but they will serve the purpose of 
this study. 

Of this list of over 600 schools, more than 
600 catalogues and college curricula were ex- 
amined thoroughly, and the information de- 
sired was found in some 860 catalogues, of 
schools conforming with the above restrictions. 
In dl cases the information was taken from 
the latest catalogues — either 1914-15 or 1916- 
16 — except in a few instancies. The facts 
searched for are as follows : 

(a) Type of historical oourses-^general, 
physios, chemistry, etc. 

(h) Hours of lectures, whether given in one 
semester or both; or alternate years. 

(c) Qraduate study and requirements for 
^majora^ in departments. 

SSss SdudOtUmal Seviisw, December, 1918, p, 


(d) Other facts bearing upon this discus- 
sion. 

The arrangement of the statistics gathered 
together in this paper is for the purpose of 
showing vdiat each institution is doing. One 
can, for example, see at a glance what work is 
offered at Chicago or Harvard, and compare 
it with courses in other institutions. While 
this study is as scientific as it was possible 
for the writer to secure reliable data, it must 
be taken with some consideration of the prob- 
able errors existing. It was found in at least 
four to six cases, through special correspond- 
ence, that a number of courses were offered in 
the catalogues, but not actually given for 
various reasons. Another interesting fact re- 
garding these figures, which on first assump- 
tion might indicate a definite policy of the 
colleges concerned, and one which parallels 
with the attempts of the University of Chi- 
cago plan, is that there appears to he a con- 
tinuity in some of these courses, which in 
reality does not exist. For example, a college 
may offer a series of three or four history 
courses in the specific sciences; these are not 
correlated, and they are not completed by 
courses of the same type in the remaining 
sciences. The schools having this apparent ar- 
rangement of continuity of courses (see Table 
III.) are Alleghany, Carleton, Columbia, lows 
State, Mt. Holyoke, California, Illinois, Mich- 
igan, Pennsylvania and Pittsburgh. The 
criticisms of such a continuity are weQ sus- 
tained by Professor F. E. Moulton. However, 
a small college may succeed in this where it is 
better adapted to alternate its courses. If this 
could be accomplished, no doubt there are 
educational factors of merit in such a system, 
that axe not to be had in a single general his- 
tory course — namely, a more comprehensive 
treatment of the special subject, and a study 
of the development of its theories and technic. 

Table X. is an analysis of the data gathered 
from the principal or association group. The 
subject-matter is arranged for a comparative 
study of courses, hours of lectures, and class 
enrollment. Colximn one contains l3xe list of 
nine subjects comprising pure science, tech- 
nically speaking; column two, the total num- 
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her of couTBea in each subject in this partic- 
ular group; in three and four are the number 
of half and full courses offered (column two is 
the sum of both) ; column five contains the 
total nun^ber of hours devoted to lecturing or 
instruction, and in six and seven are the aver- 
age number of hours per course and average 
number of students per course. 


TABLE I 

Oroup la (Association Standard) — 113 Schools 


SuUJoots 

Total 

No. 

CounwB 

H Bam- 
eatar 
Couraea 

PuU Yr. 
Courses 

Total 
No. 
Hn. of 
Izwtnia- 
ttoo. 

Avwosa 

No. 

Hra. per 
Coursa 
per WK. 

Avoraffa 
No. atu- 
denu 
par 

Couraa 

Math 

47 

27 

20 

113 

2.4 

14 

Physios . . 

10 

10 

9 

31 

1.6 

7 

Ohem. . . . 

38 

17 

21 

74 

1.9 

13 

Astrou. . . 

13 

11 

2 

33 

2.3 

9 

Oeology. , 

4 

4 

— 

12 

3.0 

3 

Biology . . 

1410 

6 

8 

28 

2.0 

8 

Botany . . 

4 

2 

2 

12 

3.0 

2 

Zoology . . 

1710 

17 

— 

36 

2.1 

— 

Psychol. . 

e 

6 

— 

16 

2.6 

— 

General 

history 

102 a 

100 

62 

i 365 

1 

2.3 

1 

8.0 

of SoiODCG] 


9 

6 

30 1 

3.0 

61,0 


In the total number of courses offered in the 
113 schools, two subjects stand out more promi- 
nently than all others — mathematics and chem- 
istry. The explanation of this condition is to 
be found by a study of the catalogues of 
coTurses tliem selves and of the answers to ques- 
tionnaires sent out. The subjects reveal two 
differing points of view, though both ore, ap- 
parently, desired by students. 

In the case of mathematics, the large num- 
ber of courses offered is due to the fact that 
the teaching methods (especially those for the 
elementary teacher) are taught in combination 
with the history of the subject. The largest 
class enrollment in the history of mathematics 
is found to be at Teachers’ College, Columbia 
University; it is given by Dr. David Eugene 
Smith. The average for four years (1910-14) 

AO Courses in Evoluiion Included. 

Almost 15 per cent, of these are given in alter- 
nate years. 

13 Five of this number are Harvard Exchange 
lectures. 


was 64 students. In consideration of the 
average large class attendance (14 — ^the range 
being 2 to 64) it is to be inferred that the 
course is primarily adapted for teachers or 
those preparing to teach. 

In the case of chemistry the conditions differ 
decidedly. The total number of courses is 38, 
and from the general expression of opinion re- 
garding its place in the curriculum, the his- 
tory of chemistry is given solely for its in- 
trinsic value. This value is expressed In edu- 
cational terms as culture, breadth of chemical 
learning ; it is also given with a great deal of 
philosophic interest by the instructors con- 
cerned. And in only one case is it offered and 
not given. Here again the class enrollment is 
high, 13 being tbo average attendance, and the 
range, from 1 to 86. This largest class in the 
history of chemistry for the five years, 1910-16, 
was composed of 86 students under Dr. Theo- 
dore W. Bichards, at Harvard. The value and 
interest of such a course tend also to increase, 
judging from the answers received to the ques- 
tionnaire, the larger class attendance, and the 
fact that a number of half-year and alternate- 
year courses are breaking down to a regular 
full-year course. These give credit for two 
hours each semester, which seems to be the 
average time for a lecture course. 

There are probably only two reasons to be 
advanced for this state of affairs in chemistry. 
In the history of chemistry, beside its broad 
philosophic interest, the subject itself involves 
more of the fundamentals of other soiences, 
and consequently approaches the realm of the 
more general history of science, thereby ap- 
pealing to the interest of the scientific stu- 
dents. Before passing, it might be well to 
mention a one-hour course given in the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania on the history of 
chemistry in America, by Provost Smith. This 
course was instituted in 1908; it is primarily 
for graduates. A course in the general history 
of chemistry is also given; it had its begin- 
ning in 1898. 

Taking up our next largest subject from the 
point of view of numbers, we find physics 
offered in 19 schools in this group. Here the 
study reveals a decided end stzong reversal of 
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conditions from those found in the preceding 
two subjects ; in fact, the remaining subjects— 
astronomy, geology and the biological sciences, 
though not BO large in numbers of schools 
represented, and class attendance— do not show 
indifference to the teaching, value and purpose 
of the course — that is, in the majority of cases. 
In the teaching of the history of physics this 
condition is marked; and for such a subject, 
known to be one of the fundamental sciences, 
this attitude is not to be expected; the study 
should approach chemistry in its higher edu- 
cational value. 

As it is, 19 courses are offered in this group 
of 118 schools; of these, six courses have been 
dropped, or are to be discontinued, and in addi- 
tion, in two cases they are represented in the 
catalogue, but not given. The average class 
attendance is small (7 ; the range being 1-12), 
being half of the first two subjects mentioned. 

The next study of special interest is astron- 
omy. Here we have a subject involving other 
features not included in the first three funda- 
mental sciences. In considering the small 
total number of schools offering astronomy 
(16) we must bear in mind that this is a highly 
technical and specialized subject, requiring 
expensive instrumental equipment, and that it 
is therefore not to be found in many curricula. 
If at all, it is usually represented only by a 
single course — a general descriptive course, 
and going beyond the observatory visits only 
in the larger schools. 

This number (16) is reduced to 13, for in 
two schools it was discovered that instead of a 
history of astronomy, the history of nautical 
astronomy and tlie history of geodesy were 
given. The average class was found to be 9 
Students, with a range from 2 to 43, The rela- 
tion this large class attendance of 43 (five 
years^ average) has to the prominence of the 
department (University of California astron- 
omical department, with Lick Observatory) is 
probably well explained by the cases already 
cited (mathematics in Columbia and chemis- 
try in Harvard). As to the strength of the 
cultural value astronomy and its history has, 
all scholars agree. 

Combining the study of botany and zoology 


with biology, we have here again a very inter- 
esting situation. The actual number of his- 
tory courses in these subjects is small in com- 
parison with the other courses, but in the num- 
ber of students they are fair. Over 76 per 
cent, of these courses are represented by a 
course in evolution, history and theory. The 
reason for this inclusion is probably one per- 
sonal to the writer; but, from his experience, 
it is a just reason. At two different times he 
has taken a course upon the theory of evolution 
from the biological and philosophical depart- 
ments, and in each case the historical method 
was strongly emphasized. Probably in all the 
history of thought no greater principle has 
been discovered and developed than the doc- 
trine and theory of evolution. One can not 
study evolution unless the principal factors of 
biology are considered, and these have a his- 
torical antecedence or sequence; and vice 
versa, one can not study biology unless he con- 
stantly bears in mind the evolutionary prin- 
ciples involved. 

In the matter of the interest and theories 
of those teaching, there is a firm desire to ad- 
vance this subject. From the small percentage 
of returned answers the figures do not repre- 
sent actual conditions, but as a whole no doubt, 
they are fairly good. At ITorthwestem Uni- 
versity a course is being given which, accord- 
ing to tlie titled* and other information regard- 
ing methods of conducting the course, bears 
evidence of decided value. The class (1913- 
14) had a total of 13 students, with a good 
percentage of graduates. According to another 
letter, from Whitman College (Walla Walla, 
Wash.), Professor H. S. Erode offers a series 
of well-selected and comprehensive lectures on 
the history of biology, in conjunction with the 
general course — the attendance in class being 
on the average, 30. The reason for mention- 
ing these special courses is to show recogni- 
tion of their value, and the spirit of interest 
found alike in different types of schools — large 
and small. In Yale University in the depart- 
ment of zoology, we find again a valuable 

IS << Source of Biological Ideas, from the Be- 
vival of Learning to the Present/' by Br. W. A 
Locy. 
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ooujRse on the hietory of biology given by 
Br. L. L. Woodruff as a graduate oourse. 
From 190d to 1915 it has been oflered five 
times, vrith an average of 6 graduate stu* 
dents, out of a department list of approxi- 
mately 12 graduate students. Advanced stu- 
dents in biology from the college are admitted 
by the consent of the instructor. Bryn Mawr 
College offers an interesting course entitled his- 
torical biology. It is partly lecture and labo- 
ratory work, including a critical analysis of 
^ theory of evolution. 

The oourses in evolution by itself, its his- 
tory, theory and relation to other fields of 
thought through Ihe historical developmeut, 
will not be disoussed here. Their importance 
to this field of the history of thought has a 
larger bearing than is at first inferred, and 
Iherefore these courses were included in this 
study as possessing merit. 

The study of the history of botany is offered 
in four schools — ^University of Cbicago (a 
S-hours’ quarterly course). Johns Hopkins 
University (8 hours), Mt. Holyoke (8), and 
Smith College (2). In the University of Chi- 
cago, the course is given as a seminar by Br. 
John Coulter. He soimds the keynote of all 
historioal courses, in desiring to give the stu- 
dents a historical background in their field of 
study. Johns HojAins has a course of a type 
distinct from others in that it takes up special 
topics and discusses their historioal sequence. 
At Smitli College Br. W. F. Ganong has 
offered a course for five years, whiifii was not 
actually given because not enough students 
elected H. However, he is convinced that the 
historical basis of science is very desirable, and 
in view of such, he writes that one of his 
teachers was assigned to study Ihe history of 
botany as a specialty, and at the same time 
was to collect the botanical dassics. 

Concerning the remaining two topics— geol- 
ogy and psychology-nothing of any great 
value was founds except in the case of geology. 
Two courses were offered and not given — not 
from lack of teaching interest, but from lack 
of students. University of Chicago’s plan is a 
seminar. At Princeton University, though no 
formal lectures are offered, the graduate stu- 


dent is required to read before graduation a 
sheeted number of books, of which two are his- 
torical.^^ In the University of Michigan, the 
course is a small seminar for advanced stu- 
dents, given only once (to 8 students), but 
^ offered again this coming year — lOlS-lB. 
Professor W. H. Hobbs writes, however, in a 
very optimistic tone; he says that the subject 
is susceptible of presentation to large classes 
along broad lines, with great profit. 

Some geologists believe that the historical 
phase of their subject is better taken up as out- 
side, independent reading — that teaching of 
the technic is of greater value (as regards the 
instructor’s time) than lecturing upon history. 
The author is inclined to differ from this opin- 
ion. The average student would rather listen 
to lectures and spend the spare outside time 
upon the non-essentials of life. 

In this investigation, psychology was in- 
cluded too late to send out questionnaires and 
make such further study as was necessary. 
The history of psychology is comparatively a 
new study; in fact, the subject itsdf has only 
recently been established as a science. Here- 
tofore its destiny has been oon^olled by the 
philosophy department, end to a gpreat extent 
it is even yet. But the importance of the sd^ 
ject is graduaHy attaining the dignity of an 
independent science, in the same degree as 
mathematics, physios, etc. Therefore, al- 
though the research in tim records of this sub- 
ject is not as wide os in some of the others, a 
brief survey of a few courses will be given. 

Six schools of gttnsp L, and one school of 
group n., offer this subjeot with its historical 
significance— Harvard, Ohicago, Okrk» Mt, 
Holy(he, niinois and Michigan. The oourae 
offered at BEarvard is practically an advanced 
onet, and open only to students who have taken 
four other oourses in the dq>ertment. It lays 
special emphasia on those portions of the his- 
tory which axe of great importance to the 
.undiwstaxiding of psychology’s eonoepts and 
problatns. Ohicago apparently plaoes great 
stress upon this subject; in the annual cats* 
logue lor 1918-14 ore listed three separate 

Gsilds, ** Founders of Geology, ’ ’ Msrxllli 
'^History of Ameriean Geology, 
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oovnee — ^the “ Hietory of British Psychology,” 
tile ‘^History of (Jennan Psychology,” and 
"Jbnerican and French Psychologists” (for 
graduate students). Michigan has a course 
entitled the " History of Modem Psychology,” 
primarily for graduates. 

In summing up the results of this study in 
the specific historical courses (as given in 
group I. a. Table I.) and comparing them 
with the study of the general historical 
courses, and also with the study of the other 
two groups (I. h and I. c) the figures them- 
selves seem to be arguments that establish the 
validity and the greater merits of the general 
history of science course for all groups of 
schools. This statement is made, notwith- 
standing the fact that the percentage of suc- 
oessfully conducted courses in the specific 
group is probably large. 

We have in the total number of courses^ 
offered in group I. a, 102 courses (not includ- 
ing seven unrelated courses previously noted). 
Of this number, 100 are half-year courses, and 
02 full-year courses, with a total of 856 hours 
of instruction, thus giving an average of 2.3 
hours per course, with 8,0 students as average 
class enrollment. Also we find, of the 102 
courses and 113 schools, an average of 1.4 
courses per school. 

Considering now, briefly, what the figures 
are concerning the history of science in gen- 
eral, w© have some telling facts. The com- 
parison may not seem to be exactly fair, be- 
cause the more general siff>jeot8 are only found 
in tile larger institutions (not including the 
Harvard Exchange leetuxes), as against the 
large number of smaller schools offering spe- 
cial courses. However, for a general study of 
the trend of the movonent, we must look to 
the larger schools, and therefore this compari- 
son may answer our purpose. In this group 
there are 14 general history courses, and from 
these 6 constitute the Harvard Exchange leo- 
turediip, which, according to the terms of ex- 
riulhge, is only tsonporary; the subject-matter 
changes witii professor and department. The 
course at Throop College of Technology (a 
third group school} was discontinued or 
crowded out. Eeed College presents a differ- 


ent type of historioal course, which is not to 
be considered a complete course, the bistorioal 
treatment being eombined with a general sci- 
ence course. Lehigh University has a course 
which is a combination of the biographies and 
the progress of science— 1 hour, . 1 semester. 
Pennsylvania’s course is given by the philos- 
ophy department, and is known as “ The Phi- 
losophy of Nature.” Chicago and Columbia 
both offer courses for the quarterly and half- 
year terms, in the histoiy of the physical sci- 
ences; at Chicago Dr. Mann attempts to con- 
sider something of the history of science in 
America. The remaining four larger schools 
— Harvard, Princeton, Carnegie Institute of 
Technology and Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology offer complete courses in the his- 
tory of the physical and biological sciences. 
In the last few years the Carnegie Institute of 
Technology has manifested a great activity in 
the general aspect of this study. Last year a 
course on the philosophy of science was 
offered, and a new, more general course upon 
the history of science is being planned. 

The number of the smaller schools interested 
is encouraging, and indicates progress: Ham- 
line University, Hunter College, Simmons 
College, Massachusetts Agricultural College 


and University of Cincinnati. 


TABLE 11 


Oenefftl 


CouriM 

SpwlSo 

tOrouM 

counw 

I a. 1 », I c) 

(Group I a) 

Total nambers of eourioB 20 

162 

Total numbers of hours 42 

865 

Av. numbers of hours per course. 2.2 

2.3 

Av. nos. of students per course. . . 89 

8.0 

Av. nos. of courses per school.. . 1.0 

1.4 


On further analysis of the subjects, repre- 
sented in group I. a, b, e, it can be shown (by 
dividing these courses into physical and bio- 
logical groups— exclusive of mathematics) 
that the average number of hours for instruc- 
tion throughout the year of each, is 2.2 hours 
and 2.4 hours. The average number of Stu- 
dents for the physical group is larger than the 
biological group. Comparing the figures of the 
two divisions given in Table II., we find the 
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relative proportion is about the same as far as 
the number of hours per course is concerned; 
but the attendance i>er class in the general his- 
tory of science figures is decidedly in the ad- 
vance. The “specific” class enrollment of 8 
students shows that the course is limited, that 
it is for those prepared to talce it; whereas the 
“ general ” class enrollment is 39 students. 
This is, of course, the average of 8 schools; it 
was not possible to get figures for the balance, 
and therefore it would be unfair to assume that 
this was the average for 20 schools. It is 
probable, however, that this average could not 
alter very greatly were the entire list of figures 
to be had. It shows, too, that the value of the 
subject appeals to a large number of students, 
providing the question arises, "Does the size 
of the class indicate the general approval of 
such a course 9 ” 

Taking also the average hours per course 
from the first 8 — or the largest schools — we 
have 8 hours, which is approximately the 
proper number of hours for a course of this 
type. Of course, all of these courses repre- 
sented are not full Ixistory of science courses, 
as later discussion will show; but they ap- 
proach the type of course advocated, namely 
the Harvard plan. And as far as it is possi- 
ble to show by this study, the Harvard type 
fulfils the ideal requirements, both in treat- 
ment, nuniber of hours for lectures, size of 
class, and requirements. With an advanced 
course in the nature of a seminar, the study 
would be practically complete, for those who 
wished to follow the subject further. 

Having mentioned the subject of continuity 
of courses, the following table, containing 
schools, courses and hours of lectures, is given 
for further discussion. 

In Table III. are listed those schools having 
three or more subjects bearing upon a number 
of particular historical courses in science. 
The reason for selecting these is that it takes 
at least that number to constitute a well- 
balanced continuous course in tlie history of 
the physical sciences — ^thoae three to bo, prefer- 
ably, mathematics, physics and chemistry. 
The grouping given in the table is composed 


of all possible arrangements of subject-matter, 
including the biological sciences. 

TABLE m 


(Group Studien, Good Suhaiiiutes for a General 
Course: Maihematica, Physiesp Biology — 
Zoology and Botany — Inditded.) 


Schools 

^8 

Subjects 

gwi 

1 

Av.Hrt. 

p€fr 

Courw. 

Allogheny .... 

4 

Aatr. Phys. Chem. 

e 

1.6 

1 


Biol. 



Bryn Mhwt. . 

3 

Math. Phys. Biol. 

5 

1.0 

Columbia 

3 

Math. Astr. Chem. 

7 

2.3 

Indiana 

4 

Math. Phys. Biol. Bot. 

13 

3.1 

Iowa State . . . 

3 

Math. Phys. Chem. 

6 

2.0 

Mt. Holyoke . 

5 

Math. Astr. Phys. 

11 

2.2 



Chem. Bot. 



Univ. of Calif. 

4 

Math. Astr. Phys. 

0 

2.2 



Chem. 



Illinois 

3 

Math. Phys. Chem. 

6 

1.6 

Michigan ..... 

4 

Math. Astr. Chem. 

10 

2.5 



Geology (4) 



Fennoylvania . 

4 

Math. Astr. Phys. 

8 

2.0 



Chem. 



Pittsburgh. . . . 

3 

Math. Chem. Astr. 

7 

2.3 

Wiaoonain .... 

3 

Math. Chem. Zool. 

5 

1.0 

... . 



Average 

... 

2.7 


Assuming that continuity and system wm 
established in these courses, we should have no 
further argument as to their worth. But as a 
matter of fact, as far as it was possible to 
ascertain, no such condition existed in any 
case. 

The class attendance in every case was not 
obtained, so that this phase of the problem is 
omitted. However, from the point of view of 
hours of instruction, the average was found to 
be little more than two hours (2.7). In all 
cases we are referring to the regular periods 
of instruction, namely, weekly recitations, etc. 
It is evident that the figure given does not 
satisfy the average requirement for standard 
(3 hours a week, general course) and can not 
in this sense bo substituted as equal. 

Probably better results would have been ob- 
tained had the investigation gone further into 
the question regarding the percentage of stu- 
dents in the scientific department of each 
school who took the historical course, and 
^ose who did not take the course. It wa« 
planned to work tiais problem along such Unea, 
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but it was found that too many questions in 
the circular letter would be discouraging to 
those asked to fill them out, especially at a 
time shortly before the commencement period. 

Having considered the study only in one 
group of schools, let us for a moment give a 
brief summary of the subject and its status 
in other groups (I. }> and I. c) and compare 
with the first (I. a). Though no great results 
are to be expected in this comparison, suffi- 
cient interest is there to warrant setting offi 
this table into three parts. 


In regard to the total number of specific 
courses, we have this proportion: 27 per cent, 
of the courses are in the history of mathe- 
matics; 22 per cent, in the history of chemis- 
try; approximately 9 per cent, in the history 
of physics; 6 per cent, in that of astronomy; 
2 per cent, in history of geology ; 7 per cent, in 
history of biology; 6 per cent, in history of 
zoology, and 2 per cent, in history of botany; 
20 per cent, in the history of science, philos- 
ophy of science and psychology. 

Bestated, we have the figures; 65 pet cent. 


TABLE IV 


Sohoola 

1 

1 


£ 

1 

u 

h 

1 

*3 

S 

*s 

£ 

1 

i 

(A 

0 

2 

0. 

' ' 

MlaceK HlBtu Ooursoa 

Qroup I. a — ABaoolatlon . . . ^ 

113 

1 

14 

47 

19 

38 

13 

4 

14 

4 

17 

1 

6 

27 

202 

Hist, of seodesy 

Hist, of naut. astr. 

3 oourses hist, of forestry. 

Group I, ft^Library 

laoj 

3i 

42 

'll 

1 , 

26 

I 

4 

3 

9 

1 

2 

6 

1 

6 

112 

2 oourses hist, of geosr. 

Group I. c— TeclmioRl 

60 

i 

3 1 

8 

2 

i 

1 j 

; 10 1 


0 

1 

0 

1 

oj 

li 

1 

22 

Hist, of engineering 

Hist, of raech. engineerliig 
Hist, of heat engineering. 

Total 

352* 20 

92 i 

32 i 

11' 

171 

7 

24 

6 1 

I 23 

7 

^4 

336 



From the best source,^® the number of uni- 
versities, colleges and technical schools in the 
United States is 598 ; of this number we have 
listed 362. The balance (246) came within 
the restrictions placed upon thorn. Of the 862 
sdiools having courses in almost all of the 
sciences, 224 schools offer courses treating of 
the history of science (both general and spe- 
cific subjects); 126 schools do not. In other 
words, approximately 68 per cent, of the 
schools listed have 336 courses — or, 37 per 
cent, of all the schools (698) have 830 courses. 
However, the basis of our calculation will be 
the schools given in Table IV, — 362 schools and 
886 courses. 

Group L, 118 schools, has 60 per cent, of 
the courses. 

Group n,, 189 schools, has 88 per cent, of 
the courses. 

Group m., 60 schools, has 7 per cent, of 
the eoursee. 

S. Commission Beport, 1013. 


of the courses in the physical sciences, and 16 
per cent, in the biological group (including the 
history of evolution). The question is, then, 
is there more emphasis placed upon the phys- 
ical group than on the biological ? Gne is im- 
pressed, after studying Table HI. and the 
notes following, and Table IV., with the idea 
that there seems to be a tendency in that 
direction. 

This study can not properly close without at 
least indicating the general methods of pre- 
seuting these courses in the classroom. There 
is no one method predominating, but in gen- 
eral the two prevailing methods show a natural 
and progressive tendency in academic instruc- 
tion. 

Wlienever a text-book is published upon a 
special history of physics, mathematics, etc., 
it was noted tliat its topics are presented by 
the text-book with the aid of lectures and 
papers. When the subject is for advanced stu- 
dents, the seminar, reports, and references to 
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clessioal memoirs, etc., are resorted to. With 
few ezoeptions, all of the combined oontinn* 
ous oourses just discussed are being carried 
out in this way. 

At Harvard, Dr. Eichard's method in “ His- 
torical Development of Chemistry^ has de- 
cided merit, for its unique treatment. To 
quote from him ; 

The course is conducted by a series of lectures, 
in which the main topics are written upon the 
board, somewhat after the manner of a syllabus. 
The students are forced to do some reading by a 
system of extempore theses, according to a plan 
.outlined in a paper entitled Partial Substi- 
tute for Examination" — see Eduoational Review^ 
November, 1908, 

Attention was called in a former paper^* to 
the bibliographical material in the field of the 
history of science. It was chiefly foreign 
publications, of a periodical nature. Here, 
attention should be directed to a special bibli- 
ography which every man, in science especially, 
should have in his library— namdy, the John 
Crerar Library List of Books in the History 
of Science,” by A. G. S, Josephson, cataloguer 
(Chicago, 1911 ). To this a supplement is 
being prepared, and as a companion volume 
there is soon, to appear a '^List of Books on 
the History of Indiwtry and Industrial Art.” 
Such a volume upon the desk of any scholar in 
science, after he has perused its contents, can 
not fail to reveal to him the vast importaaioe 
of his own and allied subjects — ^not merely as 
a specialist, but as a student of human affairs. 

OONCtUBIOir 

Notwithstanding the present status of the 
greater number of courses upon the history of 
science in a special field (as was riiown in 
Table IV.), it remains to note the tendencies 
of progress. In so doing, this paper will con- 
clude with a brief summary of a few replies 
received from men prominent in science, phi- 
losophy and education, upon the question of 
the intrinsic value and the future of the his- 
tory course in science, 

Trom the facte as they have been deduced in 

i«See SciENCB, N. S., Vol. XLI., pp, 868-860 
(1916), 


the discussion of Table I. and Table IV., there 
is strong evidence of the probability that the 
specific courses are losing favor (with the 
exception of chemistry and mathematios, for 
reasons already given, and of isolated cases in 
the other subjects) and that the general course 
is coming to be the accepted standard for 
history in science^ The slight significance of 
the history of the several sciences is probably 
the best argument for the more general history 
course. 

Therefore, as the figures now stand, it would 
seem that it is far more advantageous to offer 
a course of three hours throughout the year 
with a larger class enrollment in the general 
subject, than to have so many scattering 
courses offered with an average of two hours, 
and a very small class attendance. From the 
point of view of efficiency in educational ad- 
ministration, and educational values, both in 
the instructors’ and students’ interest, the gen- 
eral course is far more desirable. 

The salient points of the value and impor- 
tance of a course, such as its use for culture, 
general depth, breadth of scientific knowledge, 
and training, were all brought out on the in- 
troduotion of this paper. And as far as further 
study of the subject is concerned, a list of 
short articles will be found appended as a bib- 
lioirraphy of the subject. 

It is evident from the inherent nature of the 
specific history course in science (such as 
physios, dieinistry, etc.) that it has value only 
for a limited number of students. Whereas 
the course of the more general history of sci- 
ence, treated broadly and thoroughly, has a far 
greater application and merit — and affects a 
larger number of students. The methods of 
treatment in both oases vary only in the degree 
of application, and not essentially in subject- 
matt^, except in the amount considered vital 
to a wdl-developed course. For example, take 
the history of chemistry. In such a Coizrse the 
instructor can with proper allowance (for the 
confines of all specific oomrses are restricted 
more or less) dwell upon the history of obem- 
ioaJ theories in a far larger sezise than it is 
possible or practical to do in the more general 
history of science course. Be can also 
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laxge upon the teohnio of its methods, give a 
more minute examination to the development 
of chemical concepts (historically), and finally, 
more with greater intimacy in the study of 
the lives of eminent chemists. 

On the other hand, in the study of the his- 
tory of science as a whole, we come to the 
chronological order, and principles, as well as 
the r^tionship and paralld progress of all 
sciences, their order of logical sequence, and 
application of science to the progress of civili- 
zation, and a conception of what the world 
owes to science. Also it allows a wider selec- 
tion and interest in the vital part of all his- 
torical study — the biographical study. Lastly, 
in seeking for a greater analysis of the prob- 
lems of the future in science, the history of 
science furnishes the background for all future 
investigations and progress. 

The question is not, do we need more 
courses in our over-developed curricula, but a 
larger degree of intensive and correlated 
courses in order to bring out the better human 
faculties for greater service and deeper In- 
sight into the problems of nature. The failure 
of universities, colleges or technical schools, to 
make the necessary provisions for courses in 
either specific or general history of science, 
decreases their general efficiency, especially in 
their scientific ciirricula. From the point of 
view of economy in academic administration, 
and taking into consideration the merits of 
each case, as they have been sot forth, the 
choice should certainly be with a general his- 
tory of science course. 

As Professor A. 0. Lovejoy, of Johns Hop- 
kins, writes: 

One hesitatea to suggest further increase in the 
already too-diveraifled supply of mental pabulum 
urged upon undergraduates; but 1 should think an 
introductory course in the history of science would 
be a valuable addition to the curriculum of any 
college. 

Further, he says that the history of science 
is assuredly important enough to be recog- 
nized as a distinct branch of teacdiing and of 
research. Professor Joaiah Boyce writes also; 
he points out how 

a deadening influence of a too exclusive absorp- 


tion in the technique of one’s own specialty could 
be prevented by tbs study of the history of acir 
ence. Such a study is at once humanizing and an 
important auxiliary training towards acquiring a 
good method in technical work. 

It is interesting to note that a number of 
years back some of our prominent men in sci- 
ence pointed out the present trend of this study 
as it is brought out in this investigation. Dr. 
R. F. Moulton, of the University of Chicago, 
was of the opinion that it is worthy of a 
much better place than it now (1909) has”; 
Dr. Henry Crew, of Northwestern University, 
expressed a hope that as time went on the his- 
tory of science should become a separate topic 
of study for advanced students; Dr. Florian 
Cajori, of the University of Colorado, in- 
clined to the opinion that the stronger univeor- 
sities of the country would pay more and more 
attention to the history of science as the years 
went on. 

Having now seen what the “ expert opinion ” 
has been regarding the future interest in the 
history of science, especially in our more 
prominent xmivereities, within the last five or 
six years, it may be confidently expected that 
in Ae next few years very rapid progress will 
be made. No doubt many conditions have pre- 
vailed which retarded this progress, and prob- 
ably the strongest one is that no well-adapted 
text- or source-book, or selected reading, is 
available. This is evident, and scientific men 
are aware of this deficiency. At the present 
time, two series of volumes are being prepared 
to aid the methods of teaching this subject. 
At the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Professor W. T. Sedgwick and Professor H. W. 
Tyler are preparing a two-volume text entitled 
“ Outlines of the History of Science,” designed 
expressly for the use of their own classes. 
Volume I. is to deal with the rise and progress 
of science and scientific spirit to the fall of 
the Roman empire. Volume IL treats of the 
develojanent of science in medieval and mod- 
em times. 

Dr. Walter Libby, of the Oamegie Institute 
of Technology, with the collaboration of Dr. 
Looy and Dr. Grew, of Northwestern Univer- 
flityi is preparing a series of short volumes : the 
History of the Biological Sciences, the History 
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of the Physical Sciences, an Introduction to 
the History of Science, and a probable fourth 
volume on the Applications of Science. 

It has often been emphasized that the his- 
tory of science can not bo taught because of its 
encyclopedic extent. This objection can be 
overruled. It is true that we can not all be a 
Leibnitz, or possess minds of the type of his; 
however, in our modern methods of training or 
in specialized education, we may at least ob- 
tain the broadest viewpoint possible — through 
historical methods and their perspective, and 
withal, historical inspiration.^^ The principles 
■of history have a criterion based upon scien- 
tihe methods, just like any other subject of 
study intended for philosophical interpreta- 
tion. This must be recognized by the future 
historian of science. 

And when the historian of science is fully 
imbued with the ** G^eist und Leitmotiv of 
human learning,” then, and only then, can the 
history of science be of value, and be possessed 
of a future. The final message of the history 
of science is to show the high plane of sci- 
ence — that which has given life, stability, 
truth and wealth — in its universal activities 
and its established international character as 
the arbiter of the future of man and of peace. 
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TES COMMITTEE ON POLICY OF THE 
AMEBICAN ASSOCIATION FOB TEE 
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

The committee met at 6 p.m., on November 
15, in the room of the New York Academy of 
Sciences, American Museum of Natural His- 
tory, New York City (continued later at the 
Hotel Majestic), with Messrs. Pickering, 
Paton, Woodward, Noyes, Fairchild, Oattell 
and Howard present. 

The preliminary announcement and arrange- 
ments for the Columbus meeting were con- 
sidered. It was recommended that public ad- 
dresses be worded so as not to allude to the 
present war in a way which might give offense. 
Dr. W. W. Campbell, president of the associa- 
tion, was appointed as delegate and Dr. L. O. 
Howard, permanent secretary, as alternate to 
the Second Pan-American Scientific Congress. 
The question of the relation of the association 
to the congress was referred to a special com- 
mittee consisting of Messrs. Woodward, 
Howard and Humphreys. 

Mr, Pickering submitted a report of progress 
for the committee on expert testimony. 

Mr. Woodward submitted a report on the 
Coburn bequest. 

Other matters considored by the committee 
and its recommendations will be submitted 
to the council at the Columbus meeting of the 
association. 

At 9.30 P.M. the committee adjourned. 

L. 0. Howard, 
Secretary 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

As was stated in SonsKCS last week, the 
Nobel prize in chemistry for 1914 has been 
awarded to Prof^sor Theodore WiUiaro Eich- 
ards, of Harvard University, and the prize in 
physics to Professor Max von Laue, of Frank- 
fort-on-Main, for his work on the diffraotion 
of rays in crystals. The prize in medicine 
has been awarded to Dr. Ec^rt Barangr, of 
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the University of Vienna, for his work on the 
physiology and pathology of the vestibule of 
the ear. According to a Eeuter dispatch from 
Stockholm, two of the Nobel prizes for 1915 
will be awarded as follows: chemistry — Dr. 
Bichard W illstaetter, of the U ni versity of 
Berlin. Physics — divided between Professor 
William Henry Bragg, of the University of 
Leeds, and his son, W. L. Bragg, of Cam- 
bridge University, England, for research in 
the structure of crystals by use of the Kimt- 
gen rays. The prize for medicine for 1915 is 
reserved until next year. 

November 24 was the seventy-fifth birth- 
day anniversary of John Alfred Brashear, 
whose name has been intimately associated, 
for half a century, with the civic, scientific 
and intellectual progress of Pittsburgh. His 
friends celebrated bis many years of unselfish 
and enthusiastic devotion to the public wel- 
fare, by a popular subscription dinner, at 
which an opportunity was afforded to express 
to him their appreciation of his services, and 
their hopes for long continuance of his useful 
and inspiring life. The dinner was held in 
the banquet hall of the Soldiers’ Memorial 
Hall and was in charge of a committee of 
seventy-five. 

Nature states that the committee which was 
constituted last year to promote testimonials 
to Professors Perry and Harrison on their 
retirement from the staff of the Imperial Col- 
lege (Boyal College of Science) has now com- 
pleted its labors. The testimonial to Pro- 
fessor Harrison, who has been associated with 
the department of mathematics and mechan- 
ics during thirty-two years, has taken the 
form of an illuminated address, accompanied 
by valuable personal gifts. In the case of 
Professor Perry, former students of the Fins- 
bury Technical College desired to be associ- 
ated with the testimonial, in recognition of 
bis valuable services to that inatitution prior 
to his joining the staff of the Boyal College 
of Science in 1896. The governing body of 
the Imperial College having readily consented 
to act as trustees, the aim of the committee 
was to establish a permanent memorial of 
Professor Pony’s work in the form of a medal 


or prize to be awarded annually at each of 
the two institutions. Dies have been pre- 
pared from designs by Mr. Charles Wheeler, 
of the Boyal College of Art. A silver medal 
will be awarded annually to a student of the 
Imperial College for distinction in mathe- 
matics and mechanics, and at the Finsbury 
College a similar award will be made for dis- 
tinction in mathematics and engineering. 

With addresses by Governor Frank B. 
Willis, Dr. Thomas C. Mendenhall, Chief C. 
F. Marvin, of the Weather Bureau, and Pro- 
fessor J. Warren Smith, the Ohio Academy of 
Science will liold its quarter-centennial meet- 
ing on November 26 and 27. Professor Smith, 
who is president of the academy, will give the 
annual address. Dr. Marvin’s subject will be 

The Work of the Weather Bureau,” Dr. 
Mendenhall will discuss “ The Relation of 
the Academy to the State and to the People 
of the State.” Professor William B. Lazenby, 
of the department of forestry of the Ohio 
State University, will give a historical sketch 
of the academy. 

Dr. Walter O. Snellino, of Pittsburgh, 
has bought land in Long Island City on which 
he will erect laboratories for chemical re- 
search. 

Alfred W. Bos worth, associate chemist at 
the New York Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion, who has been engaged in experiment 
station work during the past sixteen years, 
has accepted the position of chief of the de- 
partment of biological chemistry of the Bos- 
ton Floating Hospital, beginning about the 
first of the new year. 

Herbert T. Osborn, a graduate of the Ohio 
State University in 1909, son of Professor H. 
Osborn, of the department of zoology, has 
been sent by the Sugar Planters’ Association 
of Honolulu to Formosa, to secure parasites 
to use in Hawaii to exterminate the cane 
beetle. 

At the Chemists’ Club, New York, on No- 
vember 10, there was a gathering of the fol- 
lowing industrial chemists, at a dinner tend- 
ered by the management of the exposition, to 
discuss plans for the next National Exposition 
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of Chemical Industries: Raymond F. Baoon» 
Chas. H. Herty, Heniy B. Faber, A. D. Little, 

E. F. Boeber, George D. Rosengarten, T* £, 
Wagner, L. H. Baekeland, M. 0. Whitaker, 
B. 0. Hesse, Adriaan Nagelvoort and Ohas. 

F. Roth; also Mr. R. D. HoUman and Mr. F. 
W. Payne of the International Exposition 
Company were present, all of whom will serve 
on the advisory committee for the 1910 Na- 
tional Exposition of Chemical Industries to 
be held at the Grand Central Palace, New 
York City, during the week of September 25, 
1916. Dr. Ohas. H. Herty was elected to 
serve as chairman of the committee for the 
coming year. Plans for enlarging and in- 
creasing the scope of the exposition were laid, 
which will assure a very large exposition both 
from the attendance standpoint as well as ex- 
hibits. The plans include using several floors 
of the Grand Central Palace, with speakers in 
the evening and motion pictures during the 
day from 11 a.m. to 7 P.M, 

The anniversary meeting of the New York 
Academy of Medicine, held on November 18, 
was devoted to the subject Disease and 
Crime — an Analogy.^ The speakers were 
George W. Wickersham, president of the Bar 
Association of New York, “The Concern of 
Society in the Problem of Crime'^; Thomas 
Mott Osborne, warden of Sing Sing prison, 
“ The Part which Penal Institutions Might 
be Made to Play in the Solution of the Prob- 
lem,” and Judge Harry Olson, chief justice 
of the Municipal Court of Chicago, “The 
Progress that has been Made and What the 
Future Promises,” 

Dr. Henry Charlton Bastun, the distin- 
guished London neurologist, the author also 
of books on the origin of life, died on Novem- 
ber 17, at the age of eighty years. 

Raphael Meldola, professor of organic 
chemistry in the University of London, died on 
November 16, at the age of sixty-six years. 

Db. Philippe Hatt, the French astronomer 
and hydrographic engineer, has died at the age 
of seventy-five years. 

Dr. F. HAsmsr&HBL, professor of physios at 
Vienna, has been killed in the war. He sue- 


oeeded Boltzmann, whose pupil he was uad 
whose works he edited, in the chair at Vienna. 

The tweaity*fourth meeting of the Amer- 
ican Psychological Association will be hdd at 
the University of Chicago, on December 08, 
^9 and 30. The annual dinner-smoker, with 
the address of the president. Professor John 
B. Watson, wiU occur at the Quadrangle Oldb 
on the evening of December 29. 

The fifteenth annual meeting of the Amer- 
ican Philosophical Association will be held at 
Philadelphia, Pa., on December 28, 29 and 80, 
in acceptance of the invitation of the philo- 
sophical department of the University of Penn- 
sylvania. The session will begin on Tuesday 
afternoon. The meeting will have some spe- 
cial features, which will be announced when 
arrangements are completed. The associa- 
tion meets alone this year, and there will be no 
joint discuBsion, and no special topic as at 
recent meetings. 

Aoooannro to the Weehlp Bulletin of Ihe 
New York City Department of Health in a 
service of lees than two years as commissioner 
of health of the city of New York, Dr. S. 6. 
Goldwater efiected the following reforms : 

1. Placing most of the important supervisory 
positions on a full-time basis, with a correspond- 
ing increase in the salaries attaching to the posi- 
tions. 

S. Establishing a bureau of public health educa- 
tion under a director chosen as the result of an 
open competitive examination, and insisting on 
education as an indispensable factor in public 
health admr.iistration. 

3. Establishing a division of industrial hygiene, 
thereby properly claiming as a health department 
function an important but hitherto neglected field 
of public health activity. 

4. Establishing a division of statistical research 
by readjustment of existing positions within the 
bureau of records. 

5. Bevision of the sanitary code and formula- 
tion of a complete set of regulations thereunder. 

6. Advancing the work of school medical inspec- 
tion by providing that private physicians may 
make the required physical examinations. 

7. Broadening the application of the dog mas- 
sling ordinance and ibirebx reducing ibe preva^ 
lence of dog bites and the nuxhber of rabid animill 
in this city. 
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8. Waging a pendstant campaign against frau- 
dulent patent mediclnee and securing the adoption 
of an ordinance providing that the names of the 
ingredients be printed on the label of all nostrums 
sold in this city. 

9. Providing for the regular annual physical ex- 
amination of all employees of the department of 
health. 

10. Peorganislng the bureau of food and drugs 
and placing at Its head a recognized authority in 
this field, chosen as the result of an open competi- 
tive examination. 

11. Inaugurating a campaign of education 
against the use of alcohol as a beverage. 

12. Insisting on the recognition, as a menace to 
health, of overcrowding in the street cars, and 
compelling the street railway companies to pro- 
vide the service needed to the limit of their ca- 
pacity. 

The program for the year of the Society of 
the Sigma Xi, of Northwestern University, is 
as follows; 

October 28. '^Chemical Control of Body Func- 
tions'’: Professor R. G. Hoskins. 

November 17, Scientific Problems of Flight 
and the best Posidble Ways of Attacking Them": 
Director John F, Hayford. 

December 9, "Galileo": Professor Henry 

Crew. 

January 12, "Bill's School and Mine^': Pro- 
fessor W. 8. Franklin. Initiation of new members. 

February 17. "Five Outstanding Events of 
Biological Progress": Professor W. A, Loey, 

March 9, "Conduction of Pain and Tempera- 
ture": Professor 6. W. Ransom. 

April 18. "Mierobic Warfare in the Intestinal 
Tract ' ' : Professor A. 1. Kendall. Dinner and an- 
nual meeting; eleciioii of new members. 

May 18. Last meeting of year, to be addressed 
by a speaker from another unlvernty. Initiation 
Of new members. 

Under the auepicee of the Rmh Society and 
oAer medical organizationa of Philadelphia 
lectures on medical and allied subjects have 
been arranged as follows : 

The Samuel D. Gross Lecture of the Patholog- 
ical Society of Philadelphia, October 14, by Dr. 
Bttgene L. Fitke: "The Increasing Mortality from 
Dimssi of the Heart, Blood Vessels and Kid- 

T%e Twelfth Boah Society Leetom, November 
8$, Professor Daniel J. McCarthy, Unlvernty of 


Pennsylvania Medical School: "Medical and So- 
cial Problems Incident to War." 

The MtHter Lecture, December 17, Professor 
Rudolf Matas, Tulane College of Medicine : ' ' The 
Fundamental Principles that Underlie the Surgical 
iTreatment of Aneurysm," 

The Thirteenth Rush Society Lecture, January 
21, Dr. F. M. Allen, Rockefeller Institute of Med- 
ical Research ; * * Investigative and Scientific Phases 
of the Diabetic Question with Their Probable Re- 
lations to Practical Problems of CUnical Medi- 
cine. ' ' 

The Frederick A. Packard Lecture of the Phila- 
delphia Pediatric Society, February 8, Professor 
Charles M. Campbell, Johns Hopkins Medical 
School: "The Neurotic Child; Some Familiar 
Symptoms and Their Problems." 

The Fourteenth Rush Society Lecture, March 7, 
Professor Richard P. Strong, Harvard Medical 
School: "An Investigation of Typhus Fever in 
Serbia." (This lecture is also the annual address 
before the Alpha Omega Alpha Honorary Medical 
Society. ) 

The Fifteenth Rush Society Lecture, April 6, 
Professor John M. T. Finney, Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity: "What Constitutes a Surgeon." (This 
lecture is also the annual address before the Under- 
graduate Medical Society of the University of 
Pennsylvania.) 

Annual Addres of the Pathological Society of 
Philadelphia, April 27, Professor William H, 
Park, University and Bellevue Hospital Medical 
College. (Title to be announced later.) 


UmVESSITY ANV EDVCATIOVAL NEWS 

AppRoiKiiAmY $1,000,000 ie to go to Yale 
University under the will of Justus S. Hotch- 
kiss, of New Haven. The trust fund thus es- 
tablished is to be shared equally among the 
aoademic, law and theological departments. 

The plans for the merger of the Medioo- 
Ohirurgical College and the Medical School 
of the University of Pennsylvania were agreed 
upon finally on November 16, following a oon- 
ferenOe of representatives of the two institu- 
tions. The Polyclinic Hospital of Philadd- 
phia, whioh maintains a post-graduate med- 
ical course for physicians/ may also merge 
with the University of Pennsylvania. 

In Washington University (8t Louis), as 
announced in Sgikkob last week, Dr. Leo 
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Loeb has been appointed to a newly estab* 
liahed chair of contparative patholog^y in the 
medical school. The creation of this special 
research department is made possible by a 
fund provided for five years by friends of the 
university for the purpose. The university 
announces also the appointment of Philip A. 
Shaffer, Ph.D., as dean, June 8, 1916, and the 
following promotions : Borden S. Veeder, M.D., 
to associate professor of pediatrics; Robert A. 
Gesell, M.D., to associate in physiology; 
Philip C. Jeans, M.D., to instructor in pedia- 
trics. 

Mr. W. F. Turner, of Beltsville, Md., has 
been appointed to the position of extonsiou 
instructor in animal husbandry at the Massa* 
chusetts A^icultural College, the position 
left vacant by the resignation of Mr. G. E. 
Story, who recently went to the University of 
Vermont as professor of animal husbandry. 

Da. Robert Retzer, formerly of the TJni* 
veraity of Chicago, has accepted the pro- 
fessorship of anatomy and deanship of the 
Creighton Medical College, Omaha. Mr. A. J. 
Key, formerly assistant in anatomy at the 
Johns Hopkins Medical School, has been made 
instructor of anatomy. Dr. G. W. Earle, of 
Tufts College, has been appointed instructor 
in pathology and director of the clinical labo- 
ratory. 

Dr. Leonard Rowntree, associate professor 
of medicine in the Johns Hopkins Medical 
School, has accepted the position of professor 
and chief of the department of medicine in 
the University of Minnesota. 

The changes in the faculty of the engi- 
neering departments of Brown University 
for the year 1915-10 are as follows: Professor 
P. B. Perkins, who was assistant professor of 
mechanics last year, has been appointed as- 
sistant professor of applied physics and teaches 
some of the courses in physics and electrical 
engineering. Mr. James A. Hall, who was on 
leave of absence last year and spent the year 
in the engineering department of the Link 
Belt Company, Philadelphia, has returned to 
take up the position of assistant professor of 
mechanical engineering, havu^ duiige of the 


courses in machine design. Mr. Frank 0. 
Blake has been promoted from assistant in 
mechanical engineering to instructor. Mr. 
Thomas 0. Shedd, who was instructor in me- 
chanical engineering last year, has withdrawn 
from the university to accept a position with 
the Phoenix Bridge Company. Mr. Robert F. 
Field, who was instructor in electrical engi- 
neering for a period of five years, has re- 
signed to take up graduate work in physios at 
Harvard University. 


DISCUSSION AND COItBESPONDISNCE 
artificial daylight 

To the Editor of Science; In the issue of 
Science for October 16, 1916, Professor Simon 
H. Gago discusses a color filter, recently de- 
vised by Dr. H. P. Gage which produces an 
artificial daylight when used with the nitrogen- 
filled tungsten lamp. Under the caption 
‘‘Artificial Daylight for the Microscope” 
Professor Gage not only commends highly the 
use of artificial daylight in microscopy but 
also refers to its great potential value in the 
textile and dye industries, in chemistry and in 
medicine. Inasmuch as Professor Gage ap- 
parently is not cognizant of the fact that 
artificial daylight was scientifically achieved 
several years before the work of Dr. H. P. 
Gage, that attention was called several years 
ago to its possible use in microscopy, and for 
the past several years various daylight units 
have been on the market, that at present sev- 
eral thousand daylight units of the types 
developed by the writer are in daily use, it 
seemed advisable to give the readers of Soienoe 
a brief r6eum6 of the subject. 

In 1900 Dufton and Gardner^ described a 
colored glass for accomplishing the desired re- 
sult and since that time many have worked on 
the problem. In 1911 Ives and Luddesh* 
described a color filter which produced a suffi- 
ciently accurate artificial daylight and de- 
scribed the entire procedure. Quite a number 
of these units were installed in various fields 

1 British Assa. Beport, p. 081, 1900; Jour, Soo, 
Chem, Ind,, Vol. 28, p. 598, 1904. 

AEUo. World, May 4, 1911; London Rlign. 
Engr,, Vol. 4, p. 9H, 1911. 
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but, owing to the fact that a dyed gelatine 
waa necessary to obtain a final correotioUr this 
unit was limited in application. Since that 
time both Ives and Brady, and the writer 
independently produced such filters in a single 
glass.* Mr. R. B. Hussey* developed a filter 
in 1912 for use with the intensified arc. Mees, 
Pirani, Weertz, and others have also worked 
on the problem. 

The xmits developed by the writer have been 
designed for solving various problems and in- 
clude accurate color-matching units for the 
most exacting color- work as well as more effi- 
cient yet sufficiently accurate units for the 
rougher color-work. Several thousand of 
these units consisting of a single colored glass 
are in daily use and have not only passed the 
speotrophotometric tests, but the tests of many 
different practical applications. The writer* 
emphasized the application of these units in 
microscopy and besides being applied to this 
field, many units are in daily use in color- 
matching, lithography, cigar sorting, medical 
diagnosis, horticulture, oil refining, surgery, 
color photography, hair dressing, art exhibits, 
painting, paint factories, chemical laboratories, 
laundries, in millinery, dry goods, clothing 
and jewelry stores, textile mills, art schools, 
paper mills, and many other places. 

M. Luokibbu 

Nela Hesearch Laboratory, 

National Lamp Works or G. E. Co., 

Nela Parr, Cleveland, Ohio 

INJECTIONS OF THE BUNDLE OP HIS 

To the Editor op Science : In a letter pub- 
lished in Science of November 12, 1916, Dr. 
A. W. Meyer, of Stanford University, com- 
plains that injustice has been done to his 
former associate. Dr. Lhamon, who devised a 
method of injecting the bundle of His, by the 
publication of a note by Dr. Oohn describing 
hearts injected by this method, before the ap- 
pearance of Dr. Lhamon’s paper. 

• Tratwr. 1. E. 8., Vol. 9, p. 840, p. 937, 1914; 
She. World, Sept. 17, 1914; Jour, of Franhlin 
/aat., VoL 177, p. 471. 1914; Eko, World, Apr, 4, 
1014. 

E frons. I. S. 8., Vol. 7, p. 18, 1912. 

M Sho. World, July 10, 1916. 


The circumstances were as follows : Dr. 
Meyer showed me the injeotions when I was in 
his laboratory in California and, on my return, 
as the preparations had interested me very 
much, I spoke of them to a number of men 
including Dr. Cohn. I made it clear at that 
time that the method had been devised by one 
of Dr. Meyer^s assistants and every one who 
heard of it was aware of this. Dr. Cohn was 
not then my assistant, but was working at the 
Rockefeller Hospital, where he experimented 
with the method in connection with his own 
work. 

Dr. Meyer's letter ia so worded that it might 
give the impression that I. after an apparently 
friendly visit, betrayed his confidence by hav- 
ing an assistant anticipate his publication of 
the new method. This is unfortunate, for I 
can not believe that he intended to imply such 
a thing. 

The publication was not made by one of my 
assistants, nor at my suggestion, nor even with 
my previous knowledge of its nature. Fur- 
thermore I was not present at the meeting of 
the New York Pathological Society when the 
injected hearts were demonstrated, else I 
should have emphasized the fact in the discus- 
sion that this was a method devised in Dr. 
Meyer's laboratory. Nevertheless it appears 
in the published discussion that the method 
had first been hoard of through me. 

I am impelled to write this in defense of Dr. 
Cohn, because I feel convinced that he had no 
intention of claiming priority. Every one con- 
nected with the matter regrets exceedingly the 
inopportime publication of the first note and 
the carelessness which let it pass into print 
without definite mention of Dr. Lhamon's 
work. W. G. MaoCallum 

CoLLEOB OP Physicians and Surgeons, 
Columbia University, 

November 18, 1915 

To THE Editor op Soienoe: In Science of 
November 12, 1915, appears a letter from Pro- 
fessor A. W. Meyer, of Stanford University, 
in which, in behalf of his former associate, Dr. 
Lhamon, he very vigorously asserts a claim for 
priority in injection of the conduction system 
in mainmfl.tiaii hearts. If the sole purpose of 
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this letteor were to clear up axiy misunderstand* 
ing as to priority on behalf of Dr. Lhamon, no 
r^ly would be required, but since the letter 
is so written as to suggest that an attempt has 
been made by my associate, Dr. Alfred Cohn, 
to unjustly obtain credit for this discovery, it 
seeUiB that a reply is demanded, especially 
since Dr. Meyer has apparently drawn condu* 
sions concerning Dr. Oohn’s motives which 
are quite out of harmony with what his 
friends know of his character. 

I am quite familiar with the work that Dr. 
Cohn has done on this subject, and have now 
carefully reviewed thefublicatione in question, 
and also have seen the correspondence which 
has passed between Dr. Ooim and Dr. Meyer. 
Xn the light of all that I can learn in regard 
to the matt^, it would seem that so far as the 
actual matter of priority is concerned Dr. 
Meyer is needlessly alarmed, and it is very un- 
likely that in future generations any one is 
going to claim that Dr. Cohn was the first to 
prepare such ixijections. Dr. Oohn himself, in 
a letter to Dr. Meyer which Dr. Meyer quotes, 
has stated that ^^so far as priority is con- 
cerned, not only I, but every one acquainted 
with the subject, gives and has given full credit 
to Lhamon.*' 

The chief purpose of Dr. Meyer’s letter, 
therefore, seems to be to take Dr. Oohn to task 
for having presented before the New Tork 
Pathological Society in December, 1911, ox 
hearts showing injection of the oondueting 
system. These hearts were prepared by Dr. 
Oohn for purposes of demonstmtion in the 
Hospital of the Bockefdler Institute, in order 
to make more clear the diseossion of lesions of 
the conducting system. The idea of carrying 
out such injections came from a conversation 
with Dr. MacOallum, in which the latter stated 
incidentally that he had seen hearts at Stan- 
ford University with conduction system in- 
jected, Dr. Oohn at this time was no longer 
a member of Dr. MaoOallum’s staff, having 
been appointed associate in medicine in the 
Hospital of the Bockefeller Institute* Dr. 
MacOallum told Dr. Oohn nothing of the de- 
tails of the method, nor did Dr. Oohn have 
any communication with Br. Oppenheixaer m 


the subject, but he experimented ^ite inde- 
pendently, and, after trying various dyes, 
finally succeeded in pr^aring some beautiful 
specimens, using India ink for the purpose. In 
his drnnonstration of these specimens before 
the staff of the hospital at our weekly meeting, 
Dr. Cohn made no claim, and made no attempt 
to lead the staff to infer, that he was the first 
to discover that such injections might be made, 
or that he was the discoverer of a method of 
making such injections. Indeed, all the mem- 
bers of the staff, including myself, fully under- 
stood otherwise. Dr. Oohn did not state who 
had first made such injections, however. In- 
deed, as he tells me, at that time he did not 
know the name of the person who had done so. 

The injected hearts were so beautiful and 
instruotive that at a meeting of the Patholog- 
ical Society, occurring shortly after they were 
made, he demonstrated them to the members 
present. At this meeting no attempt was made 
to claim credit for the method. Indeed such a 
claim would have been preposterous, since Dr. 
MacOallum, the president of the society, had 
himself told Dr. Oohn of seeing such injections 
in California. So far as can be learned, no 
one at the meeting of the Pathological Society 
was deceived by Dr. Oohn, and no attempt was 
made to deceive. The Proceedings of the 
Pathological Society which are published con'- 
sist mainly of brief notes, in the form of ab- 
stracts of the remarks of those making demon- 
strations or reports. In the volume for 1911 
appears such a report, one page in length, con- 
cerning Dr, Cohn’s demonstration. Previous 
to the meeting Dr. Oohn had made no notes, 
and his demonstration was entirely informal. 
This demonstration by Dr. Cohn was in no 
way considered as a publication. No effort 
had been made to find any literature oonoem- 
mg this subject, and the demonstration was 
not given with any idea of establishing prior- 
ity, or indeed of obtaining any credit for dis- 
covery of a new method. It is quite true that 
Dr. Lhamon’s name was not mentioned at tide 
demonstration, and his name does not ai^pear 
in the note published in the Transactions. 
is indeed unfortunate and if it has led^ cnr were 
likely to lead, to mieonAirstai^ng, I am 
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6tt3re tliftt Dr^ Cohn and all concerned would 
regrert it exceedingly. 

Dr. Lban^n’fl paper deeoribing the method 
appeared in the American Journal of Anatomy 
for March^ 1912, and Dr. Cohn’s publication 
did not appear until May, 1918 {Heart, 1913, 
iv, 226). Dr. Cohn’s paper dealt with the sub- 
ject in a difFerent manner from Dr. Lhamon’s, 
and did not purport to be the description of a 
new method. In this paper .Dr. Cohn ex- 
press states how he learned that such injec- 
tions were possible, and gives a reference to 
Dr. Lhamon’s communication. It hardly 
seems, therefore, that Dr. Meyer has any seri- 
ous ground for complaint or cause for worry. 
If any doubts remain in his mind, he should 
be reassured by the fact that in the monograph 
by Aagaard and Hall, Ueber Injektionen des 
^ Reizleitungssystema ’ und der Lymphgefasse 
des Saugetierherr^ns ” (Wiesbaden, 1914), 
priority is given to Lhamon, olthoiigh they 
were familiar with Cohn’s paper in which 
reference is made to the report in the Hew 
York Pathological Society Transactions. 

Hufus Cole 

Hospital of the Rockefellek Institute, 
November 3C, 1915 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

Meihode in Plant Eietology. By Charles J, 
Ohauberlain, professor of botany in the 
University of Chicago. University of Chi- 
cago Press, 1916. Price $3.25. 

When a work like the present has reached 
its third edition there can be no question as to 
its value for the public to which it appeals. It 
begins with an account of apparatus, includ- 
ing some valuable improvements which have 
originated in the botanical laboratories of. the 
University of Chicago. There follow chapters 
on reagents, stains and staining, microchemical 
testa, free-hand sections, the glycerin method, 
the Venetian turpentine method, the paraffine 
method, the celloidin method, special methods 
and photomicrographs and lantern slides. The 
last two chapters contain the chief noyelties of 
tjba edition and one can only say of them that 
are excellent but might with advantage 
he xaauoh fuller. One wonders, however^ why 


slow contrast plates are used for the photo- 
micrographs instead of more rapid iso- or chro- 
matic plates, which would give better results 
in much less time. 

The second part of the treatise, covering 
more than half its total number of pages, is 
devoted to the specific directions for securing 
and studying representatives of the various 
groups of lower and higher plants. This sec- 
tion of the work will appeal specially to those 
taking extension courses and to teachers, whose 
acquaintance with laboratory methods is not 
recent. Poll owing the specific directions for 
the study of the larger groups of plants are 
final chapters on the use of the microscope, 
labelling and cataloguing preparations, class list 
of preparations and formulsR for reagents. Last 
of all the book closes with a good index. It is 
copiously illustrated often by means of excel- 
lent photomicrograms. The best that can be 
said of this work is that it will do for the 
American student of botany, what Strasburg- 
er’s "Botanische Practicum” has done for 
those of all lands. Like the “Practicum” of 
the great German morphologist it has passed 
through a number of editions, an unquestion- 
able tribute to its value. E. 0. Jefthby 

W. J. Palladin, Pflamenanatomie, nach der 

fuenften ruesischen Auflage uehersetzt and 

hearheitet. Von S. Tschulok, Leipzig u. 

Berlin, B, G. Teubner, 1914. 

This work on anatomy by one of the pro- 
fessors of botany in the University of St. 
Petersburg (Petrograd) is essentially the so- 
called physiological piant-anatomy of Haber- 
landt, tempered with a large infusion of the 
morphology of Straaburger. It is a curious 
phenomenon to find German ideas thrown into 
the form of a book and illustrated with figures 
of German origin by a Eussian botanist, trans- 
lated back into the Teutonic speech for German 
consumption. The loss in this peculiar sort 
of metempsychosis is much less than one would 
suspect but the advantage of it is difficult to 
imaginei The work in question is chiefly valu- 
able, not because it presents any new points of 
view pr is illustrated by any new figures, but 
because it presents a clear and readable r6Bum6 
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of the subject from the point of view of physio- 
logical plant anatomy. That point of view is 
for the present, however, somewhat under a 
cloud in this country because it does not ap- 
peal to the morphologist and the evolutionist 
oh the one hand or to the cultivator of the dis- 
embodied plant physiology at present in vogue 
in these United States, on the other. When 
the physiologist among us again begins to 
recognize the importance of plant structures* 
ho will possibly find a work conceived in this 
manner useful 

E. 0. Jeffret 

Americans Greatest Problem: the Negro. By 
R. W. Shupeldt, M.D., major, medical corps. 
United States Army, member Association of 
American Anatomists, fellow of the Ameri- 
can Ornithologists* Union, etc. Philadel- 
phia, 1915. Roy. 6vo, pp. 3T7, with fifty- 
two illustrations. 

Unfortunately this volume has been heralded 
as “a wonderfully startling book . . . certain 
to instantly arouse a vigorous nation-wide 
discussion,** and — ^by implication — as " an 
authoritative . . . guide to the solution of this 
menace of the deterioration of the Caucasian 
race in America.** Nevertheless (these hyper- 
boles being credited to the mercantile enthu- 
siasm of the publishers, whose part has been 
done quickly and well), a notice oi it was 
undertaken by the present writer partly be- 
cause of his interest in the Negro* and partly 
because he took for granted that the author, a 
well-known ornithologist and comparative 
anatomist, would materially increase our 
knowledge of the facts involved, facilitate our 
comprehension of the nature and causes of the 
existing undesirable relations between the races, 
and offer something novel as " a remedy 
wherd)y the peril may be safely passed.” 

These expeotatons have not been met On 
the contraiy* while the author’s earnestness is 
evident, e careful and unprejudiced examine* 
tion of the volume leads the reviewer to widi 
that the time and energy expended upon it had 
been devoted to the strictly scientifio work 
which the author had in hand (p4 vii); that 
might, at least, have been free from the need- 


lessly frequent references to topics connected 
with psychopathia sezttalis which characterise 
this and some of his other publications* 

Burt G, Wiedeb 


SPECIAL ARTICLES 
ZYGOSPORES AND RQIZOPUS FOR CLASS USB 

Bhizoptis nigricans — tlie common bread 
mold — is the form most frequently used in the 
microscopic study of fungi in elementary 
classes in botany. Its production of both 
sexual and non-sexual spores, added to the 
ease with which it may be obtained and grown 
without refined laboratory facilities, makes it 
an ideal form for class study. The zygo- 
spores, though not difficult to find, have been 
overlooked by most teachers and many re- 
quests have been made of the writer for infor- 
mation in regard to methods of obtaining 
them. It has seemed desirable therefore to 
publish a short note on the subject. 

Bhizopus is commonly found in nature on 
decaying fruits and vegetables as well as upon 
bread which has been kept in a moist atmos- 
phere. The air is so full of its spores that 
almost any substratum rich in carbohydrates, 
if kept under proper moisture conditions, will 
produce a spontaneous growth of the fungus. 
The essential precaution is to insure a moist 
atmosphere and at the same time to prevent 
the substratum itself from becoming so moist 
as to stimulate the growth of bacteria. A 
simple method is to line a tumbler with moist- 
ened filter paper or even newspaper and to 
place a piece of bread on aome non-absorptive 
object inside that will keep it from contact 
with the moist paper on the sides and bottom. 
The bread should be moist but not wet— 4ihe 
consistency of fresh bread is ideal — and the 
container should be kept closed. A bell jar 
lined with moist filter paper covering a ^Ush 
with water or moist paper on the bottom, also 
makes a good moist chamb^: Within a week* 
if the air has been kept moist, a good growth 
of the mold will result. Green molds will 
often be present as well, but the BJmopm is 
so rapid in grov^ that contamination 
other forms will not generally be aeriowsly 
troublesome. S^ygcwporeB will aometiann be 
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found in the lower and moister parts of the 
culture below the Bj>orangial growth but need 
never be esipected in the upper and dryer 
regions. They frequently form in pure masses 
free from sporangia in the folds of crumpled 
paper directly below the substratum. The spe- 
cies, however, is diecious and it may frequently 
happen that the spores of only one of the two 
sexes, which together are necessary for sygo- 
spore production, have fallen upon the sub- 
stratum. The chances of Ending ssygospores 
in the lower parts of a spontaneous culture 
will be increased if bits of the fungus from 
difFerent sources in the field are laid on the 
bread when the culture is started. The two 
sexes are often found growing together in 
nature although the moisture conditions may 
not be such as to cause the appearance of 
zygospores. Thus, out of seven mixed trans- 
fers made this last month from as many indi- 
vidual decayed squashes in the field, three 
showed the presence of the two sexual races by 
production of zygospores, and of the remainder 
one was male and three were female. If even 
a small mass of zygospores is found, their 
production can be increased by laying on a 
fresh culture of bread, a bit of such zygosporic 
material freed as much as possible from 
sporangial spores. When an abundant pro- 
duction of zygospores has been once secured, 
the bread with the fungus growing on it can 
be dried and kept six months or more to be 
used later as “ spawn ” if broken up and laid 
on fresh bread when a zygosporio culture is 
again desired. Cultures have been kept over 
a year in this way but the spores are rela- 
tively short lived and fresh "spawn” shonld 
be prepared at more frequent intervals. 

Z^^spores of Sporodinia also may be 
rei^ly obtained from sowings of the spores on 
bread in moist chambers. This mold is 
hermaphroditic. If a large collection of difFer- 
eint fleshy fungi are left for a few days under 
a beU jar, a sporangial growth of Sporodinia 
usually be found appearing on some of 
the decaying fungi. 

In studying the habit of growth of the bread 
mol4 pieces of paper on which the mold has 
will be found convenient or maeaea of 


the mold-infected bread (about half the size 
of an English walnut) which is beginning to 
show sporangia may be left for 24 to 48 hours 
in Petri dishes. If the Petri dishes are kept 
in too moist an atmosphere, stolons with but 
scanty sporongia may result, if kept too dry 
no stolons will be produced. If the Petri 
dishes be wrapped in paper, the proper condi- 
tions are generally secured. The presence of 
the columella within the tmopened sporangium 
may be shown by drawing a solution of EOH 
under the cover. 

To observe the swelling and germination of 
the sporangial spores, they may be sown in 
suitable fluid media or on nutrient agar. The 
filtrate obtained after boiling a couple of 
prunes for five or ten minutes in 100 c.c, of 
water makes a convenient fluid for the pur- 
pose without the necessity of further steriliza- 
tion. Only enough 8iK)ros should be added to 
make the fluid slightly clouded or to give a 
sufficient number of germinations in a drop 
taken for observation. At room temperature 
the formation of germ tubes may be expected 
in five or six hours. The process may be 
hastened or delayed by keeping the spores at 
higher or lower temperatures. 

The methods suggested in the preceding 
paragraphs have been purposely such as can be 
adopted by any teacher without the facilities 
for sterilization. It will not be necessary to 
give detailed directions to those familiar with 
cultural methods. It may be said, however, 
that Bhizopus and ©specially its zygospores 
develop best upon nutrients rich in carbo- 
hydrates. If agar is used, 4 per cent to 8 per 
cent- dextrose will be found a desirable in- 
gredient of any formula. Bread is an ideal 
substratum but ordinary sterilization renders 
it pasty and unfit for use. A short steriliza- 
tion with steam, but not under pressure, con- 
tinued for less than five minutes will prob- 
ably be found satisfactory. 

The two sexes may be isolated from a cul- 
ture, p^ucing zygospores by ma k i n g trans- 
fers from individual sporangia to well-sepa- 
rated points in the outer margin of a large 
of some suitable substratum. Zygo- 
spoTM will appear between the growths of oppo- 
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site seies« Sinoe one of the aexdfi may pre- 
dominate in sporangia! growth, the writer haa 
found it a surer method to pick out with fine 
needles young rygosporee free from sporangial 
spores and to plant them in Petri dishes on 
nutrient agar. One or both auspensors are 
likely to grow into myoelia which can be tested 
out as suggested above. 

Inoculation of many sporangial spores 
causes a dense growth of small sporangia and 
a reduction of the mycelial growth at the point 
of inoculation. It is therefore advisable to 
inoculate only a small number of spores when 
desiring zygospore production or better yet, to 
make transfers of the myoelia from fresh tubes 
of the fungius before they have produced 
sporangia. In either way the opposite sexes 
may be sown together or slightly separated so 
as to cause a somewhat indefinite mass of 
zygospores where the opiwsing growths meet. 
If the nutrient requirements are satisfied and 
the atmosphere is kept saturated, zygospores 
may be thus obtained in abtmdance and nearly 
free from sporangia. 

To teachers on my regular exchange list I 
am planning to send out dried male and fe- 
male spore material of Rhizopus for use with 
their classes, together with reprints of the 
present article, I should also be glad to supply 
any other teachers with this material who may 
request it. Cultures should be started from 
this dried material within a month's time. 
The male and female cultures may be kept 
running by transfers to fresh nutrient about 
every three or four months. 

A. F. Blakxsleb 

CAaNKOii Station fob 

ExrKBIMENTAL EVOLUTION, 

OoiiP Spwno Haebob^ Jj. I., N, Y. 

NOTES ON THE FACTORS INVOLVED IN THE QZBr 
MIOIDAL EFFECT OF FHBEZINO AND LOW 
TEMPERATURES 

Many interpretations and conclusions on 
the germicidal activity of low temperatures 
and freezing have been given by earlier in- 
vestigators. Cold was formerly considered a 
powerful disinfecting agent, but now there is 
a tendency to emphasize other factors than 


cold itself as potent. In fact we kxmw that 
cold may act as a preserver of germ life, as 
the high bacterial content of frozen food staffs 
after wedcs and months of refrigeration indi- 
cates. Ice, on the other hand, tends to purify 
itself upon storage. 

There are numerous variables which may 
have an important bearing upon the experi- 
ments. A partial list of these includes: (1) 
The species or strain of bacteria used, (3) the 
history and cultural manipulation of the or- 
ganism prior to freezing, (3) the physical and 
chemical composition of the medium iu which 
the organism is frozen, (4) the temperature of 
the frozen mixture, (6) the duration of the 
freezing, (6) the abruptness of temperatare 
changes, (7) the cultivation of the organism 
subsequent to freezing. This list includes 
those factors which we took special pains to 
control 

The bacteria may be killed by the mere fact 
of low temperature interfering with metabol- 
ism; by freezing of the coll contents and rup- 
ture of the membrane by internal pressure; by 
external pressure or grinding developed dar- 
ing crystallization, or by expansion of the 
frozen medium within the receptacle; or by 
more or less prolonged suspension of metabolic 
activities, leading to slow death from old age 
or starvation. 

We shall not take the space to give more 
than a summary of our preliminary results. 

I. The comparative germicidal potency of 

freezing on different species and strains of 

bacteria. 

B, coli and suhtilu (twenty-four hour old 
cultures, the latter presumably practically 
spore-free), showed the former species to be 
much more susceptible to freezing, Ninety- 
nine per cent, and over of the B, e&U suc- 
cumbed to freezing in tap water in l^ree 
hours, while with B. suhtilis the reduction was 
not at all uniform, but seldom exceeded eighty 
per ceut Three strains of B, coU tested 
showed no appreciable variability iu relatloBi 
to the disinfecting influence of cold and frees- 
ing.* 

tThe remainder of oar satpCriments Wore 
famed With B. eoli ^ . 
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H. Tbb iniuence of intermittent freezing and 
tbttwing upon B. coU. 

If eryetaUization is in eome way effective in 
deetroying germ life, then alternate freezing 
and thawing should bring about a greater re- 
duction tiian prolonged freezing. Table L 
shows a part of one of our protocols. It will 
be noted that intermittent freezing has but 
slightly greater germicidal value than has 
sustained freezing for the same period of time. 

m. The effect of the degree of cold used in 
the freezing mixture. 

Tubes containing the bacteria were frozen 
and held for three hours for comparison at ap- 
proximately — 16 degrees 0. and — 2 degrees 
0. The colder temperature was considerably 
more fatal. Tubes kept at + degree 0., 
used as controls in most of the experiments, 
showed marked variation, but seldom showed 
over 80 per cent, to 40 per cent, of the bacteria 
to be killed. 

IV. The composition of the media and its in- 
fluence upon germ survival in freezing mix- 
tures. 

It was with the object of studying this fea- 
tme of the work that we began our experi- 
xaeiitt* They are still very deficient, but what 
we have found is worthy of consideration. 

Distilled water and Boston tap water give 
very uniform and comparable results, 

ITsing cream containing 80 per cent, of 
butter fat, we found very striking protection 
afforded the bacteria when frozen, whether the 
freezing be continuous or intermittent Held 
at just above tiie freezing temperature we find 
dkmt the same percentage reduction to occur 
at in water, though the results are very erratic, 
oooasionally showing an increase during the 
oimne of a few hours. Freezing and thawing 
at intervals is considerably more fatal than 
oentinuous freezing. A few typical results of 
fraezing Jff. coU in cream are given in the sec- 
ond tshlA. 

It ia premature to suggest condusions but 
our results lead us to inf^ that the degree of 
odiid^ time of freezing, crystallization and ex* 
tez^ pressure, and die composition of the 
in which the freezing occurs aU have 


an influence upon the germicidal potency ex- 
hibited by cold. Probably all of the explana- 
tions for the mode of destruction, suggested 
in the early part of these notes, must be con- 
sidered as important. 

TABLE 1 

A Comparison of the Percentage Seduction of B. 
eoli ?ield at .5" C., — C., and Frosen In- 

termittently for a Three-hcetr Period 


Inltlft] 

Count 

Pint 

Freu- 

Ing 

Seoottd 

Frees- 

Ing 

Third 

Frees- 

tog 

Fourth 

Frees- 

ing 

Frees- 
log 8 
Hours 

Colds 

Hours 

2180 

82.2% 

90.9% 

99.9% 

99.9% 

99.9% 

23.0% 

16'0 

92.8 

96.1 

99.8 

99.9 

99.7 

29.0 

1820 

98.8 

98.7 

99.9 

99.9 

99.4 

47.0 

8015 

97.6 

99.6 

99.6 

99.9 

99.8 

31.3 

4800 

98.6 

99.4 

99.8 

99.6 

99.8 

32.0 

1370 

98.6 

99.6 

99.8 

99.9 

99.7 

8.1 

1070 

97.9 

99.6 

99.5 

99.9 

99.9 

97.3 


TABLE It 

Percentage Seduction Obtained with B. eoli in 
Cream at Freezing Temperatures 


Initiel 

Count 

First 

Frees- 

Ing 

Second 

Frees- 

lag 

Third 

I*>ees- 

ing 

Fourth 

Frees- 

ing 


Cold 

8 Hrs. 
J5«C. 

4360 


5^ 

hs 

46. % 

48.9% 

61.3% 

18.6% 

4740 

40.5 

45.6 

71.6 

75.9 

67.7 

42.7 

6276 

43.1 

46.7 

71.9 

81.2 

44.2 

16.4 

5284 

33.4 

48.2 

60.2 


26.4 

20.8 

5028 

32.2 

86.2 

48.4 

71.7 

84.8 

20.6 

3732 

36.2 

20.9 

42.3 

60.1 

33.6 

38.9 

4030 

71.0 

67.1 

78.6 

83.1 

67.6 

8.9 

5086 

21.1 

51.6 

63.3 

76.4 

65.3 

23.8 

4726 

16.1 

36.5 

52.2 

72.6 

58.0 

16.8 

4660 

84.8 

47.1 

67.4 

63.8 

54.2 

19.7 


0. H. Hilliakd, 
CHRIBTrNA ToROBSUK, 
Buth P. Stone 

SlMMOKS CoLLEOa 


SOCIBTIS8 AND ACADSMJES 

TBB AKXatOAN ASSOCfATtON FOB THE AUVANOEMXNT 
OF BOniNCE — SECTION OF lOTJCATION 

Thb Special mnzmier session of Section L, Eda- 
cation, of the American Association for the Ad- 
vaaesmeut of Seienee met at the University of 
OallZomia on Tuesday, August 8, and at Stan^ 
ford Universi^ on the following day. The morn- 
ing meeting on Tuesday was a joint meeting with 
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Seetion H and the American P 87 cliological Aaso- 
clatlozi. The general subject of the Section's 
meetings was^ '^The Scientxflc Study of Educa- 
tional Problema ' ' 

The joint meeting on Tuesday has already been 
reported by Dr. J. E. Coover for the American 
Psychological Association,! and need not be re- 
riewed here again. It is worth while noting, how- 
erer, that the papers all dealt with the application 
of psychological tests to various groups of individ- 
Dais. Drs, Grace hi. Pernald and Olga L. Bridg- 
man were interested in delinquents ; Professor 
Louis N. Terman in extending the Binet tests ^ 
Professor Kate Brousseaux in the feeble-minded; 
Mrs. V. C. Hicks and Dr. J. E. W. WalUn in men- 
tal defectives in the schools; Professor Eleanor 
Bowland in intelligence tests for college students, 
and Mr. LeBoy W. Pike in tests for stenographers. 

In the afternoon President Wm. T. Poster re- 
ported the system of scientific grading in opera- 
tion at Beed College and explained how credit was 
awarded for varying grades of quality In the work 
of the students. Mr. Chas T. Luthy, of Peoria, 
111., reported in considerable detail the mechan- 
ism of human speech sound and urged that greater 
attention be paid this subject, especially on the 
part of primary and language teachers, so that 
they might more intelligently understand the mis- 
takes made by their pupils and know how to correct 
them. The paper by Mr. Walter B. Swift, of 
Boston, on the '^Management of the Speech De- 
fect Problem in the Public Schools" was read by 
Professor Terman. The aoting-seeretary read the 
paper of Mr. Wm. Kent, of Montclair, N. J., on 
^']^ements in the Teaching of Writing." In this 
paper the writer calls attention to the fact that 
the difficulty in learning to write is as much due 
to lack of training of the eye to see errors as it is 
to lack of ability in executing movements with 
the hand. He suggested a number of simple ex- 
ercises by which the eye might be trained in 
noting defects and in guiding simple movements 
of the hand before actual practise in writing eom- 
menoed. Prof e»or Paul H. Hanus 's paper, 
"Measuring Progress in Latin" was also read by 
the acting-secretary. His paper was a preliminary 
report on the development of three teste which 
might indicate progress in Latin. These tests cov- 
ered vocabulary, grammar and tran^tion. The 
general scheme was to prepare such tests as might 

ij. E. Coover, Bepori of Secretary of Com- 
mittee on Program for Sen Francisco meeting of 
the American Psychological Association, Psychol. 
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be applied to first-year students and then to have 
them given in each of the four high-school yaaif. 
Mr. Wllford E. Talbert called attention in his 
paper on the "Principars Study Qub of Oak- 
land, Calif.," to what could be done in the way 
of cooperative research work in a publie-sotbobt 
system — Dr. Sears's work, reported Wow, being 
mentioned as one example. The program for the 
day was completed by a paper on "The Vitilk- 
ing Principle in Education," by Professor BM- 
ward J. Kunxe, of the Oakland Agricultural and 
Mechanical College. 

After a very enjoyable morning spent in visit- 
ing Stanford University where all were most hos- 
pitably entertained, the Section held its conclad- 
ing session on Wednesday afternoon. Dr. L* W. 
Sackett, of the University of Texas, presented * 
very interesting paper on "Measuring a 6cho(4 
System by the Buckingham Spelling Scale" pi 
which ho showed objectively each school system ^a 
standing in spelling — also the standing of daSb 
department and grade of each school system. Dr. 
L. B, Sears, of Stanford University, reported cm 
the "Spelling Efficiency in the Oakland Schools.’^ 
His general conclusion was that there was am 
standardisation at all. Professor L. Edgar Cooim 
called attention to several of the technical 
culties which still confuse the whole problem pf 
"Formal Discipline." Professor Edward It 
Strong, Jr., of George Peabody College for Tea4i^ 
ers, reported on several eases in which special Ifi- 
Btruction had been given fourth-grade ehildren Ifi 
arithmetic with the result that the children hid 
gained noticeably not only in arithmetic but 
other subjects — the gain being due to ehangaa 
the child 's attitude toward himself. It was 
gested that learning curves in arithmetic be 
ployed for this particular purpose. Dr. David fit; 
Hill's paper was a "Survey of Industries in Md* 
chanical Occupations in New Orleans by the Di- 
vision of Educational Besearoh." Several pohati 
were presented dealing with the relationship be- 
tween occupational needs and industrial and 
tional education. He also reported on the work, 
being done in New Orleans in handling the de^ 
festive child. Mr. Geo. E. Hall, deWribing an in- 
teresting study being made In the Scheneota^ 
high sehdols on "Hlgfa-school Non -Promotions and 
Some Factors that Affect them," brought out the 
point that non-promotion is due not only to In- 
capacity but in many cases to outside intaresti 
such as society, clubs or the need to esm 
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THE PEDAGOGICS OF PATHOLOOYi 

In conformity with the established pre- 
cedent that the presiding office shall be 
holden for some remarks in inaugurating 
his term of service, I venture to present 
some reflections on the pedagogics of 
pathology. As members of this society, and 
of the medical profession, we are all inter- 
ested in the question of medical education, 
whether engaged or not in actual teaching. 
In the curriculum of the medical school, 
pathology occupies a position of especial 
interest and importance in relation to the 
other branches. More than any other topic 
it bridges the gap which at the present time 
exists between the sciences fundamental to 
medicine and the clinical subjects. 

Pedagogics — the science of teaching 
methods— has been making rapid progress 
in the last half century, and has come to 
occupy a place among the recognized sci- 
ences. * 

Modern pedagogy is of necessity a recent 
growth, because experimental psychology 
itself, upon which it is based, is barely 
forty years old. The first laboratory for 
experimental psychology was established 
by Wundt in Leipsic about 1876, while in 
this country no such laboratory existed 
until the one opened by Dr. G. Stanley 
Hall, at the Johns Hopkins University 
about 1888. Previous to this time, how- 
ever, important contributions had been 
made to the teaching art and the ideas of 
Pestalozzi, of Herbart, of Rousseau, and 
others were gradually influencing our edu- 
cational methods. The importance of labo- 
ratory or objective methods, the individual- 

i Addrsn of tbe Preeiddnt of the Ohioago 
Pathological Society, October 11, 1915, 
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ization of teaching by closer attention to 
the peculiarities of the individual pupil, the 
splitting of large classes into smaller and 
smaller groups, the elective plan, the con- 
tinuous session, best exemplified in the 
quarter system, research as an essential 
function of the university and as a peda- 
gogic method, the division of the sciences, 
particularly, into smaller subdivisions, 
specialization in a word — these and other 
pedagogic innovations were, and still are, 
receiving attention from educators, and are 
being adopted throughout our educational 
system from the kindergarten onward. Of 
special importance were the introduction of 
objective methods of teaching, in field end 
laWatory, and the recognition of the indi- 
vidual differences of pupils, with the con- 
sequent necessity of adjusting the educa- 
tional process to these differences by some 
scheme of election or selection of topic, 
method and teacher in oyder to secure the 
best results. 

Laboratory methods began to be intro* 
duoed into the American colleges— on any 
extensive scale — not much more than half 
a century ago, at first in chemistry, thmi in 
physios and later in the several biologic 
branches. The supplanting or supplement- 
ing of the older didactic methods of lecture 
and recitation by these laboratory exercises 
extended rather rapidly in the literary col- 
lege, but they made their way much more 
slowly in the medical school. It might have 
been expected that the contrary would have 
been the case when it is recalled that for 
a century or more one laboratory or prac- 
tical course, that of human dissection, had 
occupied a recognized place in the medical 
curriculum, and was required of every stu- 
dent, but it is barely thirty years since any 
other laboratory course was generally re- 
quired in the medieal college. It is but 
little over thirty years since the writer at- 
tended the two five-months courses of lec- 


tures at that time required for gradnatjon 
in a medical college of the middle west. 
Coming from a small university, where even 
at that time the laboratory exercise C(m- 
. stituted the most important feature of in- 
struction in all of the sciences, it seemed 
strange to find no practical work whatever, 
aside from dissection and a brief four or 
five wedos’ superficial course in ohemistiyt 
A year later, having discovered that he was 
inadequately prepared, it was decided that 
he should take another course of lectures, 
and the choice of an eastern medical col- 
lege was determined by the fact that it 
alone, of all of the medical colleges in tiiis 
country, offered a practical or laboratory 
course in connection with each of the seven- 
departments — chairs, as they were called— 
which made up the medical college of that 
day, namely, anatomy, physiology, chemis- 
try, materia medica, medicine, surgery and 
obstetrics. Most of these practical courses 
were brief and superficial, consisting in 
large part of demonstrations by the teacher 
rather than of individual work by the stu- 
dent, but they were the beginning of better 
things. 

The explanation of the tardy adoption by 
the medieal faculty of these modem meth- 
ods is to be found in the fact that its mem- 
bers were not primarily educators, and they 
were tiierefore not keeping closely in touch 
with the advances in pedagogic methoda 
They were for the most part, even in the 
fundamental branches, practitioners of 
medicine for whom the giving of medical 
lectures two to four times a week during 
the five or six wintmr months was an inci- 
dental avocation. Not until the medical 
schools came to have a real, vital connection 
with the university, and its faculty was 
brought in close contact with, and came, in 
part, to be composed of, men who were ma- 
king teaching the chief, if not the sole hnk^ 
ness of their lives, was any considetmbln 
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progress made in the introduction of more 
rational and effective methods. 

Pathology in my student days was not 
recognized as an essential subject in the 
medical curriculum. Indeed at the first 
college I attended it was not only not taught, 
but was ridiculed by some of the most in- 
fluential members of the faculty, as “Dead- 
house Medicine,’* In the second college 
mentioned, perhaps at that time the most 
progressive medical college in this country, 
a few incidental exercises, by a subordinate 
teacher, who presented some post-mortem 
specimens to the class, comprised all that 
was offered. How great has been the ad- 
vance in the subsequent quarter century is 
in no wise better illustrated than by the 
number and character of the contributions 
made by undergraduate students to the 
transactions of this society. 

Meanwhile, pathology itself has been ex- 
tending its scope very rapidly. The term 
pathology no longer stands for mere patho- 
logical anatomy, the study of the end re* 
suits of disease but has come to signify, as 
its etymology implies, a comprehensive 
study of the phenomena of disease in the 
living, the behavior of cells, tissues, organs 
and systems, in an abnormal environment, 
or their reaction to abnormal stimuli — an 
exhaustive search for the causes of these 
abnormalities, physical, chemical and bio- 
logic, and the rationale of the processes by 
which these etiologic factors bring about the 
phenomena which we call disease. Indeed, 
some of the more recent text-books on medi- 
cine include, under the heading of pathol- 
ogy, the discussion of etiology, symptoma- 
tology, pathogenesis and pathologic anat- 
omy, everything, in short, but diagnosis, 
prognosis and therapy. 

The methods by which this comprehensive 
knowledge is sought are more and more be- 
coming the tnethods of exact, carefully con- 
trolled experiment on animals. The mere 


study of post-mortem changes, important 
though it is, comes yearly to occupy a 
relatively less important r61e in the task of 
the pathologist. Infection and immunity, 
serology, protozoology, chemical pathology, 
these and other phases of the subject, newly 
bom in the last decade or two, are rapidly 
changing our whole conception of pathol- 
ogy, are greatly enlarging its scope, and 
are, as it seems to me, necessitating a con- 
stant readjustment of this branch to other 
branches in the medical curriculum, and 
improvements in our methods of instruc- 
tion by which the coming generation of 
practitioners must be educated in pathology. 

The pedagogics of pathology involves a 
consideration of (1) its relative importance 
in the curriculum — that is, the number of 
scheduled hours that should be assigned to 
the subject; (2) its proper sequence in the 
program of courses to be determined by the 
prerequisites which are essential for its in- 
telligent study, and by its relation to the 
more advanced clinical subjects for the 
pursuit of which some knowledge of pathol- 
ogy is necessary, and (3) the methods to 
be employed in the teaching of the subject, 
and this depends largely on one’s concep- 
tion of the scope and content of pathology 
as a science. 

A survey of the curricula of about forty 
of the leading university medical schools of 
the United States discovers the fact that 
while there are considerable variations in 
the courses in pathology offered in these 
schools, as to the three points just men- 
tioned, on the whole the differences are less 
marked than are those in the clinical sub- 
jects. 

The amount of time assigned to the sub- 
ject is somewhat difficult to determine, as 
some of the topics taught in most schools 
under the general heading of pathology, are 
offered in others in connection with bac^ 
teriology, while other topics, for example, 
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laboratory or clinical diagnosis, are taught 
in the department of medicine or in other 
clinical departments. As nearly as can be 
estimated the time allotted to pathologic 
topics ranges from 210 hoars in one school 
to a maximum of 504 hours in the Univer- 
sity of Ohio. 

One of the most conclusive evidences that 
up to 8 or 10 years ago the principles of ped- 
agogy were little understood or regarded by 
medical faculties, was the great diversity in 
the number of hours assigned to the sev- 
eral medical branches. You will recall the 
rather startling findings of the investiga- 
tions made as to this matter a decade ago 
by the secretary of the Michigan State 
Board of Medical Examiners, the president 
of the Illinois State Board of Health, and 
by the Council on Medical Education of the 
American Medical Association. It was 
fopid that the number of scheduled hours 
assigned to some of the important medical 
subjects varied by as much as three or four 
hundred per cent., and that some of the 
minor subjects, for example, orthopedic 
surgery, o^eupied as much of the student’s 
time in some colleges as a major branch 
like medicine or general surgery. 

It is obvious that these curricula were 
not prepared with any logical considera- 
tion of the relative values of the medical 
branches. Each instructor, impressed with 
the magnitude of his own subject, clamored 
for more and more time, insisting that he 
could not “cover the ground” of his branch 
of medicine in any number of hours that 
could in reason be given over to it in a fouTf 
year course of study. The constmction of a 
medical curriculum from the point of view 
of the average student’s working capacity 
and the logical division of his total work- 
ing hours between the several branches in 
ratio to their relative importance to the 
medical practitioner seems not to have been 
attempted until a very recent period. 


When the problem is approached from 
this standpoint it becomes at once evident 
that by no possible scheme can such a nam- 
ber of scheduled hours be allotted to any 
branch as wiU make it possible for the in- 
structors to completely “cover the ground” 
of that branch. The task of each depart- 
ment is to make such use of the number of 
hours assigned to it, by faculty vote, as will 
secure to each student the largest possible 
educational result for the expenditure o>f 
that time in the given topic. With a oor- 
riculum blocked out on such a baais, pathol- 
ogy can not logically demand more than 
8 or 9 per cent — together with bacteriology 
not to exceed 12 per cent — of the total 
number of scheduled hours in the four 
years’ course of study; as this total in the 
average medical school is approximately 
4,400 hours, the time assigned to pathology 
should not exceed 350 or 400 hours. 

I find that the average allotment to the 
courses in pathology in the curricula of the 
forty colleges which I have examined is 
about 350 hours, although there are a few 
marked exceptions. The time allotted to 
bacteriology ranges from about 100 to 200 
hours, with an average of 150, thus making 
a total for the two subjects fairly propor- 
tionate to their importanee in relation to 
the other branches of the medical curric- 
ulum. 

The logical sequence of the medical sub- 
jects is determined by certain fundamental 
pedagogic principles. 

The study of structure logically precedes 
the study of function; knowledge of the 
normal is essential to an understanding of 
the abnormal, although the study of the 
latter often yields valuable information 
about the normal; a broad knowledge of 
the principles, facts and methods of any 
growing science to specific problems, as 
those of medicine, is an indispensable pre- 
requisite if the student is to he so grounded 
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in that science as to be able to keep abreast 
with its progrress after his student days. It 
is a fatal error to present the fundamental 
medical sciences with too exclusive refer- 
ence to their practical application to medi- 
cine and surgery, although the occasional 
illustration of the bearing of anatomy, 
physiology, pathology, etc., on their prac- 
tical application to clinical medicine is of 
distinct advantage. With these principles 
in mind the position of pathology in the 
medical curriculum is not difScult to deter- 
mine. There is a rather striking uniformity 
in the place assigned to bacteriology and 
pathology in the courses of study in the 
several colleges. In the majority of col- 
leges bacteriology is offered in the first 
semester of the second year, followed by 
general pathology in the second semester, 
and by special pathology, with autopsies, 
in the third year. In a few institutions 
bacteriology is given in the first year, and 
in two instances pathology proper is begun 
at this time. In a number of colleges ad- 
vanced pathology with autopsies, and spe- 
cial topics such as surgical, gynecologic, 
neurologic and dermatologic pathology are 
continued into the senior year. 

Bacteriology, it seems to me, might, with 
advantage, be divided into two parts, gen- 
eral bacteriology, with laboratory technique, 
being given in the first year, or better still, 
required for admission, to be followed by a 
briefer course in the pathogenic bacteria, 
and in infection and immunity, in the 
second year— preferably the first semester. 
The fundamental course is an excellent one 
for the beginning student, no work in the 
other sciences being prerequisite for the in- 
telligent study of the subject, and the labo- 
ratory technique affording a good training 
for the laboratory exercises in the other 
branches. It seems impracticable to crowd 
such a course into the two years of premed- 
ieal work at present demanded by moat 


schools, but it is probable that this mini- 
mum amount can, before long, be extended 
to three years, and thus provide time for 
bacteriology. 

The position of general pathology in moat 
curricula is as it should be. It secures to 
the student the necessary preparation in 
anatomy, gross and microscopic, embryol- 
osyi physiology, biologic ehemistiy and bac- 
teriology, and, on the other hand, links 
these subjects closely to the clinical 
branches. 1 would urge, however, the im- 
portance of placing pathologic anatomy 
with autopsies later than is now done in 
many schools. The student should have ac- 
quired some considerable first-hand knowl- 
edge of the phenomena of disease in the 
living patient before he studies the final 
outcome of serious disease as disclosed at 
the autopsy, and as often as possible he 
should follow the individual patient, dying 
from some affection, which he has observed 
in life, to the post-mortem table. Of espe- 
cial educational value is the study of a few 
cases, seen at autopsy, exhaustively, by 
every feasible method of examination, as 
contrasted with a second-hand survey of 
the whole field of pathologic anatomy by 
lecture, text-book and recitation. One of 
our members, not long since, described his 
own method of conducting such a course, 
which seems to me in every way commend- 
able. 

May I, in this connection, comment on 
the singular and widely prevalent perver- 
sity with which tekchers in all lines and 
grades of education in this country are 
prone to get away, in their practise, from 
the fundamental idea and purpose of edu- 
cation f 

Its primary purpose is to develop the 
mental facilities, not to impart information. 
And this is quite as true of medical as of 
any. other kind of education. That the 
pupil shall be educated, trained to observe 
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aecuratelj-f and thoroufirhlj, to record liki 
obaervations clearly and conciaely, and to 
reason logically from his findings to sound 
deductions — that is the main purpose and 
function of any educational process, be it 
medical, pathologic or any other. We in 
America seem especially obtuse in our fail- 
ure to recognize this vital truth, as is shown 
conspicuously in the character of our ex- 
aminations. We have made gome progress 
in our teaching methods, though we have 
yet much to learn, but we continue to test 
the results of our work by methods a half 
century out of date. In examinations for 
graduation, for licensure to practise (with 
exceptions now in a few states) and in com- 
petitive examinations for intemeships in 
the best hospitals, the papers set are wholly 
written papers of such sort as to test only 
the volume of facts which the candidate has 
been able to cram into his cranium— a test, 
in other words, of but one mental faculty, 
the memory, and that by no means the 
most important. Into the student’s real 
power to see and hear and feel things, to 
know what he observes, and to draw sound 
conclusions from his findings — ^in short his 
ability to do the things he is to be called 
upon to do as an interne and a practitioner 
of medicine, we make no real inquiry what- 
ever. If we are to give our students the 
proper conception of what they are attend- 
ing the medical school for, and an effective 
stimulus to really develop all of their men- 
tal faculties, along medical lines, we must 
radically change the character of our ex- 
inninations. 

The teachers of pathology are in an espe- 
advantageous position to set an ex- 
ample in this regard, and to exert a pro- 
found influence for the betterment of our 
methods of examination. 

Another serious mistake is the growing 
tendency to crowd some of the clinical shb- 
jecte into the sophomore year. In one 


school, for example, oounies in medicine^ 
surgery, obstetrics, ophthalmology and der- 
matology now occupy a considerable portion 
of the time of the second semester of the 
sophomore year; at another, the sopho- 
mores take medicine, both clinical and 
didactic, surgery and pediatrics; at a third 
school, medicine, surgery, obstetrics and 
dermatology occupy 10 hours weekly of the 
25 or 30 available, while in yet another, 
medicine, surgery and obstetrics are begun 
at this time. The time available for the 
fundamental sciences of anatomy, general 
pathology, etc., is all too short when the 
.full time of the two years is devoted ex- 
clusively to them. The edixcation which the 
student is obtaining in these fundamental 
subjects in these two years is the only sys- 
tematic instruction he will ever get in those 
branches, and must serve him for a life 
time. Most students leave the medical col- 
lege at graduation with a resolve to review 
these branches from time to time, but very 
few indeed ever do so. Deficiencies in 
clinical training are readily amended, be- 
cause the subjects are right in line with the 
physician’s daily work; shortcomings in 
the fundamental branches can be corrected 
only at a considerable sacrifice of time, 
money and energy. 

I have indicated that I would lay much 
less strt^ss on pathologic anatomy than has 
been and still continues to be the custom in 
most schools, and more, increasingly more, 
time On experimental pathology, chemical 
pathology, serology, and the other newer 
developments of the subject. As to patho- 
logic anatomy much can be done to famil- 
iarize students with the gross and zniero-^ 
scopic appearance of diseased tissues and 
organs (and this with the minimum expen- 
diture of effort by both student and 
teacher) by having displayed in a well- 
lighted central place, frequented by the 
student body for study or lounging, patbo- 
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logic fipeciraens, plates, drawings, charts 
and other illustrative materials. In idle 
moments one can accumulate a large 
amount of information by this means. It 
is the height of stupidity to lock up mate- 
rial of this sort in dark inaccessible cases, 
to be brought forth only on special occa- 
sions. 

There is need, in most schools, of a bet- 
ter correlation between the department of 
pathology and the clinical departments. 
The clinical teachers are, for the moat part, 
busy practitioners having little time, even 
when they have the inclination, to keep in 
touch with what is going on in the patho- 
logical department so as to command the 
resources of its museum in their clinical 
teaching. The instructors in pathology can 
accomplish a great deal to secure more 
thorough and accurate presentation of the 
pathologic side of the clinical subjects if 
they are constantly calling the attention of 
the clinicians to the materials in their mu- 
seums and laboratories, and are themselves 
available at convenient hours to respond 
to a summons to the medical, surgical or 
other clinic to demonstrate pathologic 
specimens, illustrative of the topic being 
presented, or the clinical patient who is 
being shown, and to explain the newer, more 
refined laboratory methods of diagnosis. 

No colleague of mine would think it pos- 
sible for me to get through a discussion on 
an educational topic without allusion to the 
elective system. I should be sorry to dis- 
appoint any one, or to lose such an oppor- 
tunity. May I say then first, that after 
fifteen years of experience and observation 
I am more confirmed in my belief than ever 
befnre, of its applicability to, and its ad- 
vantage, with suitable restrictions, in med- 
ical education. The elective principle has 
been adopted, and is in operation, in one 
form or another, in every college and uni- 
versity of any importance in this country. 


It has been an integral part of the educa- 
tional system in the German, and moat other 
foreign universities, in the medical as weU 
as in other departments, for over fifty 
years. I have elsewhere described the plan 
and discussed its advantages in the med- 
ical curriculum at length, and do not here 
purpose to review that discussion. How- 
ever, to correct certain erroneous impres- 
sions, which seem to be quite prevalent, 
may I say that the elective system, properly 
administered, does not mean the unre- 
stricted freedom of the student to do just 
as he pleases — to choose any course of 
study which strikes his fancy. Its chief ad- 
vantages do not lie in the choice of branches 
or even of topics, but much more in the 
choice of methods of study — by lecture, 
recitation, laboratory, clinic, research — ^and 
of the instructor under whom each course 
is to be pursued. Its purpose in the med- 
ical school is not, or should not be, to en- 
courage or even to permit, the undergrad- 
uate student to follow a restricted course of 
study in preparation for a special line of 
practise, although in this form it is in 
operation, mistakenly, as I believe, in two 
or three of our leading medical schools. It 
does Twf mean, for example, that any .stu- 
dent should be permitted to neglect pathol- 
ogy, or medicine or any special clinical sub- 
ject. It does make for his opportunity to 
get the minimum amount to be required of 
that subject by the method and under the 
instructor that will insure for him the best 
training, that is the maximum educational 
gain in that branch of study, and it should 
permit and encourage him to pursue that 
subject much beyond the minimum amount 
required for graduation, if he finds therein, 
as very many students do, the best medium 
for developing his powers of observation 
and reasoning. 

As surely as individuals differ, as they do 
differ widely, in mental equipmeitt and 
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capacity, just eo surely can we obtain the 
best results in education only by such elas- 
ticity in our methods as makes possible the 
adjustment of the educational procedure to 
each student’s capacity, peculiarities and 
needs. 

And finally, I would speak for a much 
wider adoption and extension of the method 
of research in medical education. The daily 
practise of medicine, for which we are pre- 
paring most of our pupils, is research of 
the highest order and the most difficult type. 
'We train the neuro-muscular apparatus 
and the special senses to efficiency in any 
particular direction, by their constant exer- 
cise in that activity or direction. How can 
we better train the mental facilities for 
research at the bedside than by their exer- 
cise in research, in laboratory and clinic T 
No one would deny that a certain body of 
fundamental facts and principles must be 
memorized by every medical student, and 
facility in certain technical procedures 
ought to be acquired, but if we hope to 
arouse in the student a real enthusiasm for 
his work, and to develop his power of inde- 
pendent initiative and accomplishment in 
the setting and the solving of problems, it 
can be done only — certainly most efPectively 
— by setting him to the task of solving 
problems within his capacity, involving lec- 
tors within his control, his work being car- 
ried on under intelligent, wise supervision. 
The problems of pathology are peculiarly 
well adapted for this purpose. They may 
be so selected as to have to do with mate- 
rials and factors within the scope of his 
ability and training, and they are of inter- 
est to him because he can readily see their 
bearing on clinical medicine, for which he 
feels he is fitting himself. If he is to have 
zeal in their pursuit, however, it must not 
be the threshing over of old straw, but new 
problems whose solution he feels may con- 
stitute a real contribution, however small. 


to medical scienee. If he can then present 
the results of his efforts to a dignified, ear- 
nest group of his elders, such as assemble at 
the meetings of this society, it means for 
Jiim a generation of enthusiasm, a develop- 
ment of real power, such as no other educa- 
tional method can produce. 

This society has great reason to be proud 
of the subsequent work of many men and 
women who found here their first oppor- 
tunity and their best inspiration. It is cer- 
tain to have increasing cause for gratifica- 
tion, as the years go on, in the results of 
this phase of its activities. 

John Milton Dodbon 


PLANT MOSPHOLOOT^ 

I FROPOBB to deal with some aspects of 
the study of plant morphology. In doing 
so I shall not accept any definition of 
morphology that would separate it arti- 
ficially from other departments of botany. 
I regard the aim of plant morphology as 
the study and scientific explanation of the 
form, structure, and development of 
plants. This abandons any sharp separa- 
tion of morphology and physiology, and 
claims for morphology a wider scope than 
has be«i customary for the past fifty years. 
During this period the problem of mor- 
phology has been recognized as being *‘a 
purely historical one,” “perfectly distinct 
from any of the questions with which phys- 
iology has to do,” its aim being “to re- 
construct the evolutionary tree.” The 
limitation of the purpose of morphological 
study, expressed in these phrases from the 
admirable addresses delivered to this sec- 
tion by Dr. Scott and Professor Bower 
some twenty yemu ago, was due to the in- 

From the addrew of the preeident of the Sec- 
tion of Botanv, Mancheater meeting of the Brit- 
ish AMoelatlott for the Advancement of SeieaoB. 
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fluence of the theory of descent. I fully 
recognise the interest of the phyletic ideal, 
but am unable to regard it as the exclusive, 
or perhaps as the most important, object 
of morphological investigation. To accept 
the limitation of morphology to genealog- 
ical problems is inconsistent with the pro- 
gress of this branch of study before the 
acceptance of the theory of descent, and 
leaves out many of the most important 
problems that were raised and studied by 
the earlier morphologists. 

In the history of morphology, after it 
had ceased to be the handmaid of the 
systematic botany of the higher plants, 
we may broadly distinguish an idealistic 
period, a developmental period, and a 
phyletic period. The period of develop- 
mental morphology, the most fruitful and 
the most purely inductive in our science, 
was characterized by an intimate connec- 
tion between morphological and physio- 
logical work. Among its contributions 
were studies of development or ** growth 
histories of whole plants and their mem- 
bers. These were carried out, in part at 
least, in order to investigate the nature of 
development, and such general problems 
found their expression at the close of the 
period in the ^^Allgemeine Morphologie'^ 
of Hofmeister. The “Origin of Species'^ 
took some years before it affected the 
methods and aims of botanical work. 
Then its effect on morphology was revolu- 
tionary, and, as in all revolutions, some of 
the best elements of the previous rigime 
were temporarily obscured. This exces- 
rive influence of the theory of descent 
upon morphology did not come from Dar- 
win himself, hut from his apostle Haeckel, 
who gave a very precise expression to the 
idea of a genealogical grouping of animals 
and plants, illustrated by elaborate hypo- 
thetical phylogenetic trees. Such ideas 


rapidly dominated morphological work, 
and we find a special “phylogenetic 
method” advocated by Strasburger. The 
persistence of the phyletic period to the 
present time is shown, not only in the de- 
votion of morphology to questions of rela- 
tionship, but in the attempts made to base 
homologies upon descent only. Lankes- 
ter*s idea of homogeny can be traced to 
the influence of Haeckel, and nothing 
shows the consistency of phyletic mor- 
phology to its clear but somewhat narrow 
ideal so plainly as the repeated attempts 
to introduce into practise a sharp distinc- 
tion between homogeny and homoplasy. 

Professor Bower, in his address last year 
and in other papers, has dealt illumina- 
tingly with the aims and methods of phy- 
letic morphology. I need only direct at- 
tention to some aspects of the present posi- 
tion of this, which bear on causal mor- 
phology. The goal of phyletic morphology 
has throughout been to construct the gene- 
alogical tree of the vegetable kingdom. 
In some ways this seems farther off than 
ever. Phyletic work has been its own 
critic, and the phylogeny of the genealog- 
ical tree, since that first very complete 
monophyletic one by Haeckel, affords a 
clear example of a reduction series. The 
most recent and trustworthy graphic rep- 
resentations of the inter-relationships of 
plants look more like a bundle of sticks 
than a tree. Consider for a moment our 
complete ignorance of the inter-relation- 
ships of the Algce, Bryophyta, and Pteri- 
dophyta. Regarding the Algw we have no 
direct evidence, but the comparative study 
of existing forms has suggested parallel 
developments along four or more main 
lines from different starting-points in a 
very simple unicellular ancestry. We have 
no clue, direct or indirect, to the ancestral 
forms of the Bryophyta, and it is an open 
question whether there may not be as many 
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parallel series in this ffroup as in the 
Algffi. The Pteridophyta seem a better 
case, for we have direct evidence from 
fossil plants as well as the comparison of 
living forms to assist us. Though palflso- 
botany has added the Sphenophyllales to 
the existing groups of vascular crypto- 
gams and has greatly enlarged our concep- 
tions of the others, there is no proof of 
how the great groups are related to one 
another. As in the Bryophyta, they may 
represent several completely independent 
parallel lines. There is no evidence as to 
what sort of plants the Pteridophyta were 
derived from, and in particular none that 
relates them to any group of Bryophyta 
or Algffi. I do not want to labor the argu- 
ment, but much the same can be said of 
the seed-plants, though there is consider- 
able evidence and fairly general agree- 
ment as to some Gymnosperms having 
come from ancient Filicales. The progress 
of phylctic work has thus brought into 
relief the limitations of the possible results 
and the inherent difficulties. As pointed 
out by Professor Bower, we can hope for 
detailed and definite results only in par- 
ticularly favorable cases, like that of the 
Filicales. 

The change of attitude shown in recent 
phyletie work towards “parallel develop- 
ments in phyla which are believed to have 
been of distinct origin'' is even more sig- 
nificant Prof. Bower spoke of the preva- 
lence of this as an “obstacle to success," 
and so it is if our aim is purely phyletie. 
In another way the demonstration of par- 
allel developments constitutes a positive 
result of great value. Th\is Professor 
Bower's own work has led to the recogni- 
tion of a number of series leading from 
the lower to the higher Filicales. By inde- 
pendent but parallel evolutionary paths, 
from diverse starting-points in the more 
ancient ferns, such similarity has been 


reached that systematists have placed the 
plants of distinct origin in the same genus. 
In these progressions a number of charac- 
ters run more or less cleaiiy parallel, so 
that the final result appears to be due "to 
a phyletie drift that may have affected 
similarly a plurality of lines of descent." 
This conclusion, based on detailed inves- 
tigation, appears to me to be of far-reach- 
ing importance. If a “phyletie drift" in 
the ferns has resulted in the independent 
and parallel origin of such characters as 
dictyostely, the mixed sorus, and the very 
definite type of sporangium with a ver- 
tical annulus and transverse dehiscence, 
the case for parallel developments in other 
groups is greatly strengthened. The in- 
terest shifts to the causes underlying such 
progressive changes as appear in parallel 
developments, and the problem becomes 
one of causal morphology rather than 
purely historical. 

The study of parallel developments 
would, indeed, seem likely to throw more 
light on the morphology of plants than the 
changes traced in a pure phyletie line, for 
it leads us to seek for common causes, 
whether internal or external. We cease to 
be limited in our comparisons by actual 
relationship, or forbidden to elucidate the 
organization in one group by that which 
has arisen independently in another. 
Similarly the prohibition against compar- 
ing the one generation in the life-cycle 
with the other falls to the ground, quite 
apart from, any question of whether the 
alternation is homologous or antithetic. 
The methods of advance and the causal 
factors concerned become the important 
things, and if, for example, light is thrown 
on the organization of the fern-plant by 
comparison with the gametophyte of the 
moss, so much the better. This, however, 
is frankly to abandon phylogeny as "the 
only real basis of mdrphologicai study/* 
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and with this any attempt to base h6- 
mology on homogeny. Many of the hom- 
ologies that exist between series of parallel 
development are what have been happily 
termed homologies of organisation; these 
are sometimes so close as to result in prac- 
tical identity, at other times so distinct as 
to be evident homoplasies. The critical 
study of homologies of organization over 
as wide an area as possible becomes of 
primary interest and importance. 

Since about the beginning of the pres- 
ent century a change of attitude towards 
morphological problems has become more 
and more evident in several ways. It 
seems to be a phyletic drift affecting simul- 
taneously a plurality of lines of thought. 
The increasing tendency to look upon 
problems of development and construction 
from a causal point of view is seen in the 
prominence given to what may be termed 
developmental physiology, and also in 
what Goebel has called organography. 
These deal with the same problems from 
different sides and neither formulates 
them as they appear to the morphologist. 
Together with genetics, they indicate the 
need of recognizing what I prefer to call 
general or causal morphology. 

The problems of causal morphology are 
not new, though most of them are still un- 
solved and are difficult to formulate, let 
alone to answer. As we have seen, they 
were recognized in the time of develop- 
mental morphology, though they have 
since been almost wholly neglected by 
morphologists. So far as they have been 
studied during the phyletic period, it has 
been from the physiological rather than 
the morphological side. Still, such prob- 
lems force themselves upon the ordinary 
morphologist, and it is from his position 
that I venture to approach them. I will- 
ingly recognize, however, that causal mor- 
phology m^ also be regarded as a depart- 


ment of plant-physiology. In develop- 
ment, which is the essential of the prob- 
lem, the distinction between morphology 
and physiology really disappears, even if 
this distinction can be usefully maintained 
in the study of the fully developed organ- 
ism. We are brought up against a fact 
which is readily overlooked in these days 
of specialization, that botany is the scien- 
tific study of plants. 

General morphology agrees with physi- 
ology in its aim, being a causal explana- 
tion of the plant and not historical. Its 
problems would remain if the phyletic 
history were before us in full. In the 
present state of our ignorance, however, 
we need not be Limited to a physico-chem- 
ical explanation of the plant. Modem 
physiology rightly aims at this so far as 
possible, but, while successful in some de- 
partments, has to adopt other methods of 
explanation and analysis in dealing with 
irritability. It is even more obvious that 
no physico-chemical explanation extends 
far enough to reach the problems of de- 
velopment and morphological construc- 
tion. The morphologist must therefore 
take the complicated form and its genesis 
in development and strive for a morpho- 
logical analysis of the developing plant. 
This is to attack the problem from the 
other side, and to work back from the 
phenomena of organization toward con- 
cepts of the nature of the underlying sub- 
stance. 

It is to these questions of general mor- 
phology with a causal aim (for causal mor- 
phology, though convenient, is really too 
ambitious a name for anything we yet pos- 
sess) that I wish to ask your attention. 
All we can do at first is to take up a new 
attitude towards our problems, and to 
gather here and there hints upon which 
new lines of attack may be based. This 
new attitude is, however, as I have pointed 
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out, a very old one, and in adopting it we 
re-connect with the period of develop- 
mental morphology. Since the limited 
time at my disposal forbids adequate ref- 
erence to historical details, and to the work 
and thought of many botanists in this field, 
let me in a word disclaim any originality in 
trying to express in relation to some mor- 
phological problems what seems to me the 
significant trend, in part deliberate and in 
part unconscious, of morphology at present. 
The methods available in causal mor- 
phology are the detailed study in selected 
plants of the normal development and its 
results, comparison over as wide an area 
as possible, with special attention to the 
essential correspondences (homologies of 
organization) arrived at independently, 
the study of variations, mutations, and ab- 
normalities in the light of their develop- 
ment, and ultimately critical experimental 
work. This will be evident in the follow- 
ing attempt to look at some old questions 
from the causal point of view. 1 shall take 
them as suggested by the fern, without 
confining my remarks to this. The fern 
presents all the main problems in the mor- 
phology of the vegetative organs of the 
higher plants, and what little 1 have to 
say regarding the further step to the seed- 
habit will come as a natural appendix to 
its consideration. 

Twice in its normal life-history the fern 
exhibits a process of development starting 
from the single cell and resulting in the one 
case in the prothallus and in the other in 
the fem-plant. For the present we may 
treat these two stages in the life-history as 
individuals, their development presenting 
the same general problems as a plant of, 
say, Fuous or Enteromorpha, where there 
is no alternation of generations. How is 
the morphologist to regard this procew of 
individual development? 

In the first place, we seem forced to re- 


gard the specific distinctness as holding for 
the germ as well as the resulting mature 
plant, however the relation between the 
germ-cell and the characters of the devel- 
oped organism is to be explained. We start 
thus with a conception of specific substance, 
leaving it quite an open question on what 
the specific nature depends. This enables 
us to state the problem of development freed 
from all considerations of the ultimate 
uses of the developed structure. The course 
of development to the adult condition can 
be looked upon as the manifestation of the 
properties of the specific substance under 
ceiiain conditions. This decides our atti- 
tude as morphologists* to the functions of 
the plant and to teleology. Function does 
not concern us except in so far as it is 
found to enter as a causal factor into the 
process of development. Similarly, until 
purpose can be shown to be effective as a 
causal factor it is merely an unfortunate 
expression for the result attained. 

Let me remind you, also, that the indi- 
vidual plant, whether it be unicellular, 
coenocytic or multicellular, may behave as 
a whole at all stages of its development. 
We see this, for instance, in the germina- 
tion of (Edogonium, in the germination and 
subsequent strengthening of the basal 
region in Fucus or Laminaria, in the moss- 
plant or fem-plant, or in a dicotyledonous 
tree. A system of relations is evident in 
the plant, expressed in the polarity and the 
mutual infiuences of the main axis and lat- 
eral branches, as well as in the influences 
exerted on the basal region by the distant 
growing parts. We thus recognize, in its 
most general form, the correlation of parts, 
a concept of proved value in botany. 

To some the expression of the ol»erved 
facts in this way may appear perilously 
mystical. 1 do not think so myself. It is 
true that the nature of the specific sub- 
stance and of the system of relations is ua- 
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known to ua, but it is regarded as a subject 
for scientific inquiry and further explana- 
tion. To recognize fully the complexity of 
the substance of the plant is not, however, 
a step towards neo-vitalism, but is perhaps 
our best safeguard against the dangers of 
this. 

The wholeness of the individual, together 
with important phenomena of regeneration, 
has suggested the conclusion that something 
other than physico-chemical or mechanical 
laws are concerned in the development of 
the organism. To this something Driesch 
applies the name entelechy. Without dis- 
cussing the vitalistic philosophy of the 
organism, or other modern phases of philo- 
sophic thought that treat life as an entity, 
it seems worth while to point out that they 
are based mainly on the consideration of 
animal development. It would be interest- 
ing to inquire into the difficulties that are 
met with in applying such views to plants, 
where regeneration in one form or another 
is the rule rather than the exception, and 
often does not lead to restitution of the 
individual. Causal morphology can recog- 
nize phenomena of development and of the 
individual, which are at present beyond 
physico-chemical explanation, and try to 
attack theta by any methods of investiga- 
tion that seem practicable, without beg- 
ging the main question at the outset and 
then proceeding deductively. To assume 
any special inner director of development, 
be it entelechy or vital force, is to cut the 
knot that may ultimately be untied. 

The previous experience of botany in the 
time of nature-philosophy may well make 
us cautious of solving our difficulties by the 
help of any new biological philosophy. On 
the other hand^ cooperation between biology 
and philosophic thought is highly desirable. 
In this connection I should like to refer 
to an idea contained in Prof. Alexander’s 
paper on the basis of realism. He suggests 


that there is only one matrix from which all 
qualities arise, and that (without introduc- 
ing any fresh stuff of existence) the second- 
ary qualities, life, and at a still higher level, 
mind, emerge by some grouping of the ele- 
ments within the matrix. The development 
of this idea as it applies to life would ap- 
pear to offer a real point of contact between 
inductive biological work and philosophy. 

To return to our plant, its development, 
with increase in size and progressive com- 
plexity of external form and internal struc- 
ture, must be considered. The power of 
continued development possessed by most 
plants and wanting in most animals makes 
comparison between the two kingdoms diffi- 
cult. That there is no fundamental differ- 
ence between the continued and the defi- 
nitely limited types of embryogeny is, how- 
ever, shown by plants themselves. The 
bryophyte sporogonium is a clear example 
of the latter, while the fern sporophyte is 
one of many examples of the former, A 
difference less commonly emphasized is that 
in the sporogonium (as in the higher ani- 
mals) the later stages of development pro- 
ceed by transformation of the whole of 
the embryo into the mature or adult condi- 
tion; in the fern-plant the apical develop- 
ment results in successive additions of 
regions which then attain their mature 
structure by transformation of the meriste- 
matic tissue. 

These distinctions are of some importance 
in considering the generalization originally 
founded on animal development and known 
as the biogenetic law. That ‘'the ontogeny 
is a concise and compressed recapitulation 
of the phylogeny’’ is essentially a phyletic 
conception. It has been more or less criti- 
cized and challenged by some distinguished 
zoologists, and has always been difficult to 
apply to plants. If we avoid being pre- 
judiced by zoological theory and resulto, we 
do not find that the characters of the em- 
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bryos of plants have given the key to doubt- 
ful questions of phylogeny. What help do 
they give us, for instance, in the alg® or 
the vascular cryptogams? The extension 
of the idea of recapitulation to the succes- 
sively formed regions of the seedling plant 
requires critical examination; if admitted 
it is at any rate something different from 
what the zoologist usually means by this. 
The facts — as shown, for instance, in a 
young fern-plant — are most interesting, but 
can perhaps be better looked at in another 
way. Development is accompanied by an 
increase in size of the successively formed 
leaves and portions of stem, and the process 
is often cumulative, going on more and 
more rapidly as the means increase until 
the adult proportions are attained. The 
same specific system of relations may thus 
find different expression in the developing 
plant as constructive materials accumulate- 
I do not want to imply that the question is 
merely a quantitative one ; quality of mate- 
rial may be involved, or the explanation 
may lie still .deeper. The point is that the 
progression is not a necessary one due to 
some recapitulative memory. 

There are some other classes of facts, 
clearly cognate to normal individual devel- 
opment, that seem to require the causal ex- 
planation. I may mention three; (1) Vege- 
tatively produced plants (from bulbils, 
gemmsB, etc.) tend in their development to 
pass through stages in elaboration similar 
to young plants developing from a spore or 
zygote. The similarities are snore striking 
the smaller the portion of material from 
which a start is made. (2) Branches may 
repeat the stages in ontogeny more or less 
completely also in relation to differences in 
the nutritive conditions. (3) In the course 
of continued development there may be a 
return to the simpler form and structure 
passed through on the way to the more com- 
plex. These cases of parallels to, or rever- 


sals of, the normal ontogenetic sequence sug- 
gest explanation on causal lines, but are 
difficulties in the way of phyletic recapitu- 
lation; the first two cases can be included 
under this, while the third seems definitely 
antagonistic. On the whole, it may be said 
that recapitulation can not be accepted for 
plants without further evidence, and that 
prelkninary inquiry disposes us to seek a 
deeper and more fruitful method of ex- 
plaining the facts of development. 

The development of most plant-individ- 
uals starts from a single cell, and when we 
compare mature forma of various grades of 
complexity the unicellular condition ia also 
our usual starting-point. What is not so 
generally recognized or emphasized is the 
importance of the filament as the primitive 
construction-form of most plants. I do not 
use the word primitive in a phyletic s^e, 
nor in the sense of an ideal form, but to 
indicate a real stage in independent pro- 
gressions underlying many homologies of 
organization. I can not develop this fully 
here, but wide comparison of independent 
lines of advance suggests that the main 
types of progress in complexity of the 
plant-body have involved the elaboration of 
the single filament with apical growth and 
with subordinated branches.” It is gen- 
erally recognized that various groups of 
algas show how a solid multicellular axis 
may come about, not only by the further 
partition of the segments of the apical cell, 
but by the congenital oortication of a cen- 
tral filament or the congenital condensa- 
tion of the subordinated ” branches” on to 
the central axis. The algee farther show 
the change from the dome-shaped apical cell 
of a filament to the sunken initial cell with 
two, three or four sides. The central fila- 
ment then only appears, if at all, as a sub- 
sequent differentiation in the tissue^ and the 
segments serially out off from the apical cell 
may or may not bear projecting hair-shoots 
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or ‘leaves/’ The algee thus attain in inde- 
pendent lines a construction corresponding 
to that of the plant in liverworts and 
mosses. In the various parallel series of 
Bryophyta the filament is not only more or 
less evident in the ontogeny, but may be re- 
garded as the form underlying both thallus 
and shoot, between which on this view there 
is no fundamental distinction. The sporo- 
gonium also can be readily regarded as an 
elaborated filament. While the same inter- 
pretation of the fem-prothallus will readily 
be granted, to think of the fem-plant as 
the equivalent of an elaborated filament 
may appear far-fetched. So far from this 
being the case, I believe that it will be 
found helpful in understanding the essen- 
tial morphology of the shoot. In a number 
of vascular cryptogams and seed-plants, 
there is actually a filamentous juvenile 
stage, the suspensor, while the growth by 
a single apical cell is essentially the same 
in the fern as in the moss and some alg«e. 

There follows from this a natural expla- 
nation of the growth by a single initial cell 
BO commonly found in plants. The apical 
cell appears to be the one part of the mass- 
ive plant-body (for instance, of Laurencia, 
a moss, or a fem) that persists as a fila- 
ment ; it is a filament one cell long. It may 
be replaced by a group of initial cells, as 
we see in some algae, liverworts and Pteri- 
dophyta, and this leads naturally to the 
small-oelled meristems found in most 
Gymnosperms and Angiosperms. The fila- 
mentous condition is then wholly lost, 
though the system of relations and espe- 
cially the polarity is maintained throughout 
all the changes in the apical meristem. 

I feel confirmed in regarding the con- 
Btruction of the sporophyte in this fashion 
by the fact that it fits naturally with the 
conclusions resulting from the masterly 
comparative treatment of the embryology 
of the vascular cryptogams by Pi^ofcssor 
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Bower. These are (1) the primary import 
tance of the longitudinal axis of the shoot, 
the position of the first root and the foot 
being variable; (2) the constancy of the 
position of the stem-apex near the center of 
the epibasal halfLof the embryo; (3) the 
probability that embryos without suapensors 
have been derived from forms with sus- 
pensors, without any example of the con- 
verse change. These and other related facts 
seem to find their morphological explana- 
tion in the shoot of the sporophyte being the 
result of the elaboration of a filament. 

The view to which we are thus led is 
that the uniaxial shoot is a complex whole, 
equivalent to the axial filament together 
with its congenitally associated subordi- 
nated ** branches.’’ This applies to the 
multicellular plant-bodies found in various 
independent lines of algae and Bryophyta,. 
whether they have definite projecting ap- 
pendages of the nature of leaves or not. 
The discarding of the distinction between 
thallus and shoot, which in practise has 
proved an unsatisfactory one, is no great 
loss. Even taking the word in the nar- 
rower sense of a stem with distinct leaves, 
the shoots in algas, liverworts, and mosses, 
though admittedly independent develop- 
ments, exhibit an essential correspondence 
amounting to a homology of organization. 
The resemblances are not analogies, for it 
is doubtful whether the “leaves” in the 
different cases correspond in function. 
The comparison of the shoot of the sporo- 
phyte of a vascular cryptogam with, for 
example, the shoot of the mosa Uliias 
equally justifiable. It is only foriridltH^ 
by strict phyletic morphology, whjkA: 
our purpose has no jurisdiction. The 
eral agreement as regards the leaf-arraagi* 
ment between the ferns and the Bryophyta 
suggests that similar laws will be found 
to hold in the shoot of both gametophyte 
and sporophyte. Apart from plagiotropic 
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shoots, there is a constructionally dorsi- 
ventral type of fem-rhizome. The leaves 
of this alternate as in the leafy liverworts, 
while the radial type of fern corresponds 
to the moss-shoot. It is significant that 
the early leaves of radially constructed 
ferns usually exhibit a divergence of ^ in 
the seedling, passing higher up the stem 
into more complicated arrangements, and 
the same is the case in mosses. I must not 
enter into questions of phyllotaxy, but 
may remark on the hopefulness of attack- 
ing it from the study of the simpler shoots 
of algffi and Bryophyta rather than, as has 
usually been done, beginning with the 
fiowering plants. 

In some ferns (the striking example 
being Ceratopteris) the relation between 
the segmentation of the apical cell and 
leaf-production is as definite as in the 
moss, each segment giving rise to a leaf. 
This may hold more widely for ferns than 
is at present demonstrated, and the ques- 
tion deserves thorough reinvestigation to 
ascertain the facts independently of any 
theoretical views. That the coincidence 
of the segmentation of the shoot expressed 
by the leaf-arrangement and the segmen- 
tation of an apical cell is not a necessary 
one is, however, clearly shown in other 
ferns, and is obvious in the case of shoots 
with a small-celled meristem. The two 
segmentations appear to be determined by 
gome deeper system of relations, which 
may also be manifested in a ooenocytic 
plant-body. 

In the complication of the uniaxial shoot 
introduced by branching also there seems 
to be an advantage in a wide area of com- 
parison. The question most often dis- 
cussed concerns dichotomous and mono- 
podial branching. If the details of devel- 
opment are to be taken into consideration, 
the term ‘^didiotomy*' has usually been 
very loosely applied. Apparciit dicho- 


tomy, the continuation of one shoot by two 
equally strong ones, is fairly common. But 
in most cases investigated in detail the 
branching seems to be really monopodial 
and the forking due to the equally strong 
development of a lateral branch close to 
the main apex, not to the division of the 
latter. In plants growing by a single 
initial cell almost the only case of strict 
dichotomy known is the classic one of Dio- 
tyota. The branching of the ferns has 
been the subject of numerous investiga- 
tions, but there is a great lack of develop- 
mental data. Usually the branches stand 
in some definite relation to the leaves of 
the shoot, behind, to one side, or on the 
leaf-base, itself, the most interesting but 
least common case being when the branch 
is in an axillary position. When the ma- 
ture shoot only is considered, it is possible 
to argue for the derivation of monopodial 
branching from dichotomy or the converse. 
Even the facts obtainable from the mature 
plant, however, point to the dichotomous 
branching being a modification of the 
monopodial, the opposite view appearing 
to land us in difficulties regarding the 
morphology of the main shoot. It is un- 
likely that a dichotomy involving the divi- 
sion of the apical cell occurs in the fern- 
shoot, and comparison with the Bryophyta 
confirms the suspicion that the cases of 
dichotomy are only apparent. 

In considering the construction of the 
shoot we are at present limited to com- 
parison of the normal structure and de- 
velopment. The system of relations in the 
shoot of the fern, affecting in the first 
place the distribution of the leaves and 
secondly that of the branches, appears, 
however, to be of the same nature as in the 
independently evolved shoots of Bryophyta 
and algte. A morphological analysis based 
on the simpler 6xanq>lea may lead on to 
the exp^immital investigation of the com- 
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mon congtruotion. The relation that exists 
between the general construction and the 
vascular anatomy offers a special and 
more immediately hopeful problem. Here 
also, in considering the fern, we are as- 
sisted by homologies of organization in 
other vascular cryptogams and in the more 
complex Bryophyta, though the algae are 
of little help. 

In few departments of botany has our 
knowledge increased so greatly and become 
so accurate as in that of vascular anatomy. 
The definiteness of the structures con- 
cerned and the fact that they have been 
almost as readily studied in fossil as in 
living plants has led to this. Not less im- 
portant have been the clear concepts first 
of the bundle system and later of the stele 
under which the wealth of fact has been 
brought. Great progress has been made 
under the influence of phyletic morphol- 
ogy, and anatomy has adopted further con- 
ventions of its own and tended to treat the 
vascular system as if it had an almost in- 
dependent existence in the plant. The 
chief method employed has been the com- 
parative study of the mature regions, of 
necessity in the fossils and by choice in 
the case of existing plants. I do not. of 
course, mean to say that we are ignorant 
of the development of the vascular system, 
but the variety in it has not been ade- 
quately studied in the light of apical de- 
velopment. A gap in our knowledge usu- 
ally comes between the apical meristem 
itself and the region with a developed vas- 
cular system. It is in this intermediate 
region that the real differentiation takes 
place, and the arrangement of the first 
vascular tracts is then modified by unequal 
extension of the various parts. The apical 
differentiation requires separate study for 
each grade of complexity of the vascular 
system, even in the same plant. 

If we look at the vascular system, not as 


if it had an independent existence or from 
the phyletic point of view, but as a differ- 
entiation taking place within the body of 
the individual plant, we can inquire as to 
the causal factors in the process. A deeper 
insight into the nature of the stele may be 
obtained by regarding it as the resultant 
of a number of factors, as part of the man- 
ifestation of the system of relations in de- 
velopment. The first step towards this is 
the critical consideration of normal devel- 
oping plants, but so long as the causal in- 
fluences in the developing substance of a 
plant remain unchanged the resulting vas- 
cular structure will remain constant. Our 
hope of advance lies in the study of cases 
where these influences are modified. Herein 
lies the value of abnormalities, of natural 
experiments, and the results of experimen- 
tal interference. Possible influences that 
have at various times been suggested are 
functional stimuli, the inductive ii^fluence 
of the older pre-formed parts on the de- 
veloping region, and formative stimuli of 
unknown nature proceeding from the de- 
veloping region. The functional stimuli 
do not come into play at the time of lay- 
ing down the vascular tracts, though they 
may have importance in their maintenance 
later; the inductive influence of the ana- 
tomy of older regions is excluded in the 
first differentiation of the vascular system 
in an embryo; we are thus led to attach 
special importance to the detection of the 
action of formative stimuli proceeding 
from the young developing primordia. We 
hare further to take external stimuli into 
account, though these must act by influ- 
encing the internal system of relations. 

• « ...»■• 
I have touched on a number of large 
questiona, any one of which demanded sepa- 
rate treatment. My concern has not, how- 
ever, been with them individually, but as 
cognate problems justifying the deliberate 
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adoption of a causal explanation as the aim 
of morphological work. I have confined 
myself to problems bearing on the develop- 
ment and self-construction of the individ- 
ual^ and tried to treat them so as to illus- 
trate the causal attitude and possible lines 
of attack. Preliminary speculations on the 
questions considered can at best contain a 
germ of truth, and must be subsequently 
adjusted in the light of further facts. I 
have discussed these questions rather than 
the smaller modifications in individual 
.development shown in metamorphosis, 
partly because the latter have of late years 
been treated from a causal point of view, 
and partly because I wished to consider 
questions that immediately affect us as 
working morphologists. 

Did time allow, we should naturally be 
led to recognize the same change of atti- 
tude in biological science toward the prob- 
lems of the origin of new forms. Questions 
of bud-variation and mutation are clearly 
akin to some of those considered, and the 
whole subject of genetics is a special at- 
tempt at a oausal explanation of form and 
structure and the resulting functions. 
Close cooperation between the morpholog- 
ical analysis of the plant and the genetic 
analysis attained by the study of hybridi- 
zation is most desirable. It is especially 
desirable that both should deal with struc- 
ture as well as with form, and in the light 
of individual development. 

The causal factors which have determined 
and guided evolution can be naturally re- 
garded as an extension of the same line of 
inquiry. The Darwinian theory, and espe- 
cially the exposition of the principle of nat- 
ural selection, was the greatest contribution 
ever made to the causal explanation of the 
organic world. Strangely enough, it led to 
a period of morphological work in which 
the causal aim was almost lost sight of. 
Why evolution has taken place in certain 


directions and not in others is a problem to 
the solution of which causal morphology 
will contribute. The probability of ortho- 
genesis, both in the animal and vegetable 
kingdoms, is again coming into prominence, 
diowever it is to be explained. When we 
consider the renewed activity in this field 
it is well to remember that, just as is the 
case with causal morphological work, we 
are picking up a broken thread in the botan- 
ical web. Lastly, as if summing up all our 
difficulties in one, we have the problem of 
adaptation. In attacking it we must real- 
ize that use and purpose have often been 
assumed rather than proved. We may look 
to scientific ecological work to help us to 
estimate the usefulness or the selection value 
of various characters of the plant. On the 
other hand, causal morphology may throw 
light on whether the ** adaptation” has not, 
in some cases at least, arisen before there 
was a “use” for it. The hopeful sign in 
the recent study of these greater morpho- 
logical problems is that the difficulties are 
being more intensely realized, and that 
rapid solutions are justly suspect. The 
more the causal attitude is adopted in ordi- 
nary morphological work, the more hope 
there is of these larger questions being 
inductively studied rather than argued 
about. 

The causal aim is essentially different 
from the historical one, but there is no op- 
position between causal and phyletic mor- 
phology. They are rather mutually help- 
ful, for there has been an evolution, not of 
mature plants, but of specific substances 
exhibiting development. A deeper insight 
into the nature of ontogeny is thus bound 
to be of assistance to phyletic morphology, 
while the tested results of phyletic work 
afford most valuable guidance in general 
oausal morphology, though this can not ac- 
cept any limitation to single lines of descent 
in its comparisons. 
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I have tried to bring before you the pos- 
sibilities of causal morphology partly be- 
cause the same attention has never been 
given to it in this country as to other 
branches of botany, and partly because if 
morphology be conceived in this broader 
spirit it need not be said that it has no 
practical bearing. I should not regard it 
as a serious disability were the study of 
purely scientific interest only, but this is 
not the case. When, if ever, we penetrate 
into the secrets of organization so far as to 
be able to modify the organism at will (and 
genetics has advanced in this direction), 
the practical possibilities become incal- 
culable. 

Probably all of us have reflected on what 
changes the war may bring to botanical 
work. It is impossible to forecast this, but 
I should like to emphasize what my pre- 
decessor said in his address last year as to 
pure science being the root from which ap- 
plied science must spring. Though results 
may seem far off, we must not slacken, but 
redouble our efforts towards the solution of 
the fundamental problems of the organism. 
This can be done without any antagonism 
between pure and applied botany; indeed, 
there is every advantage in conducting in- 
vestigations on plants of economic impor- 
tance. It would be well if every botanist 
made himself really familiar with some 
limited portion of applied botany, so as to 
be able to give useful assistance and advice 
at need. The stimulus to investigation 
would amply repay the time required. 
Even in continuing to devote ourselves to 
pure botany we can not afford to waste time 
and energy in purposeless work. It is 
written in Alice in Wonderland’^ that 
*'no wise fish goes anywhere without a por- 
poise/' and this might hang as a text in 
every research laboratory. 

A plant is a very mysterious and wonder- 
ful thing, and our business as botanists is 


to try to understand and explain it as a 
whole and to avoid being bound by any 
conventional views of the moment.' We 
have to think of the plant as at once a 
physico-chemical mechanism and as a living 
being; to avoid either treating it as some- 
thing essentially different from non-living 
matter or forcibly explaining it by the 
physics and chemistry of to-day. It is an 
advantage of tlie study of causal morphol- 
ogy that it requires us to keep the line be- 
tween these two cnidities, a line that may 
some day lead ns to a causal explanation 
of the developing plant and the beginnings 
of a single science of botany. 

W. H. Lang 

University or Manchester 

WBICU OF TBE MEMBERS OF 

TEE AMEEICAE ASSOCIATION FOE TEE 
AWANCEMENT OF SCIENCE HAVE 
EELI) TEE LONGEST CONTINV-^ 

0U8 MEMBEESEIFr 

This is a question which often comes up at 
the ni(?etiiigs and several of the old-time mem- 
bers occasionally claim to be the oldest living 
member. 

Mr. F. S. Hazard, tbe assistant secretary of 
the association, in going over the list of mem- 
bers, has drawn up the following statement 
concerning the members now living: 

*fIUgard, Eugene Woldemar, Ph.B., LL.D., Uni- 
versity of California, Berkeley, Calif. (11.) 
3874. B, C, E. 

*W'ttrteIe, Bev. Louis Campbell, P, O. Drawer E, 
Acton Vale, Quebec, Canada. (11.) 1875. 

E, H. 

*'Paine, Cyrus Fay, 520 East Avenue, Bochester, 
N. y. (12.) 1874. A, B. 

"Fairbanks, Eev. Henry, Ph.D., Bt. Johnsbury, Vt. 
(14.) 3874. A, B, D. 

"Wright* Arthur Williams, Ph.P., Yale Univer- 
sity, New Haven, Conn. (H.) 1874. A, B. 

"Baymond, Bosslter W., Ph.D., LL.D., 29 West 
39th St., New York, N. V. (15.) 3875. B, C, 

D, E, I, K. 

"Abbe, Cleveland, Ph.D., LL.D., U. 8. Weather 
Bureau, Washington, D. C. (16.) 1874. A,B, 

"Beal, WUliam James, Ph.D., 8c.D., 40 Sunset 
Avenue, Amherst, Maes. (17.) 1880. G. 
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John Enoory^ 34 South Park Terr&ce, Long 
Meadow, Mass. (17.) 1875. A. 

*Hinricb8, O^ostavus D., M.D., 4306 Shenandoah 
Avenue, St. Louih, Mo. (37.) 3874. B, C. 

•Perkins, George Henry, Ph.H,, LL.D., University 
of Vermont, Burlington, Vt. (17.) 1882. 

E, H. 

♦Tuttle, Albert Henry, professor of biology, Uni- 
versity of Virginia, Charlottesville, Va. (17.) 
1874. P. 

♦Ward, Richard Halsted, M.D., 53 Fourth St. 

Troy, N. Y. (17.) 1874. G. 

♦Bethune, Charles James Stewart, professor of 
entomology, Ontario Agricultural College, 
Guelph, Canada. (18.) 1875. F. 

♦Clarke, Frank Wigglesworth, Sc.B,, LL.I)., TJ. S. 
Geological Survey, Washington, I>. C. (18.) 
1874, C. 

♦Ball, William Healey, Sc.B., Smithsonian Insti- 
tution, Washington, B. C. (18.) 1874. F, G. 

♦Ooodale, George Lincoln, M.B., LL.B., Harvard 
University, Cambridge, Mass. (38.) 1875. 

G. (Past president.) 

♦Morley, Edward Williams, Ph.D., Sc.B., West 
Hartford, Conn. (18.) 1876. B, C, E. (Past 

president.) 

•Pickering, Edward Charles, Ph.B., Sc.B,, LL.B., 
Astronomical Observatory, Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. (18.) 1875. A, B. (Past 

president.) 

•Rice, William North, Ph.B., LL.B., Wesleyan 
University, Middletown, Conn. (18.) 1874. 

E, F, L. 

•Stockwell, John Nelson, Ph.B,, 2302 Murray mil 
Road, Cleveland, Ohio. (38.) 3875. A, B, C. 

•Williams, Henry Shaler, Ph.B., Cornell Univer- 
sity, Ithaca, N. y. (38.) 3882. E. 

•Chandler, Cliarles Frederick, Ph.B,, M.B., Sc.B., 
LL.B,, professor of chemistry, Columbia Univer- 
sity, New York, N. Y. (19.) 3875. C. 

•Cooley, LeBoy Clark, Ph.B., 2 Reservoir Square, 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. (19.) 1880. B, C. 

•Emerson, Benjamin Kendall, Ph.B., P. O. Boa 
203, Amherst, Mass. (19.) 3877. E, 

•Hale, William Henry, PhJ)., 40 First Place, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. (19.) 1874. A, B, 0, E, P, 

H, I.. 

Peck, William Adorno, C.E., 3648 Champa St, 
Denver, Colo. (19.) D. 

Clark, Miss Anna M., 400 West 338th St., New 
York, N. T. (20.) H. 

•Farlow, William Gilson, Ph.B., MJ)., LL.B., pro- 
fessor of cryptogamic botany, Harvard Univer- 
sity, Cambridge, Mass. (20.) 1875. G. 


•Garman, Samuel, Museum of Comparative Zool- 
ogy, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 
(20.) 1874. E, F. 

•Smith, Eugene Allen, Ph.B., LL.B., state geolo- 
gist, University, Alabama. (20.) 1877. C, E. 

(The asteridc denotes that the member is a Fel- 
low; the number in parenthesis indicates the meet- 
ing at which the member joined the association; 
the date following is the year when made a Fel- 
low; the letters at the end of lino indicate the 
Sections to which the member or Fellow belongs.) 

It is appropriate to mention that the late 
permanent secretary, Frederic Ward Putnam, 
emeritus professor of anthropology, Harvard 
University, Cambridge, Mass., who died only 
last summer, was, at the time of his death, the 
oldest living member of the association, hav- 
ing joined at the tenth meeting which was 
held in Albany in 1856. 

L. 0. Howard, 
Permanent Secretary 


THE MARINE BJOLOOICAL lABOBAfOST 
The attendance at the Marine Biological 
Laboratory, Woods Hole, has been as fol- 
lows; 



len 

1912 

19l«| 

1914 

ms 

Investigators-— tot^Lr 

82 

93 

122 

129 

137 

Independent: 

Zoology 

42 

44 

68 

62 

69 

Phyeioloav 

18 

14 

17 

22 

20 

RotAny 

8 

10 

11 

10 

6 

Under instruction: 

Zoology 

32 

21 

21 

81 

86 

Physiology 

2 

2 

7 

1 

4 

Botanj . 

2 

7 

3 

2 

Students — total 

66 

67 

69 

89 

106 

Zoology 

26 

24 

38 

43 

47 

Embrvoloirv 

20 

16 

22 

21 

37 

Pnvstolocrv 

6 

11 

8 

10 

16 

Botany 

IS 

17 

7 

16 

6 

Total attandmnaa 

147 

87 

160 

191 

218 

242 

Institutions represented — total... 
By invMtigators 

67 

48 

80 

60 

77 

51 

79 

59 

By students 

81 

86 

41 

47 

42 

Sohoojs and academies represented 
By inveetigaton... 

3 

2 

8 

1 

3 

By students 

9 

1 

6 

5 

9 


The evening lectures during the season 
were; 

July 2, ^'Experimental Production of Baelal 
Degeneracy by Alcohol Poisoning," by Ttateimt 
C. B. Stoekard. 
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July 6, * * The Seale of the Pribiloff Islands, * * by 
Professor O. H. Parker. 

July 9, **Some ExpoTiniental Studies on the De- 
Telopxncnt of the Membranous Labyrinth in the 
Tadpole/' by Professor G. L. Streeter. 

July 13, Effects of Centrifugal Force on tho 
Structure and Development of tho Egg, ' ' by Pro- 
fessor E. G. Conklin. 

July 36, ‘*The Nature of Intelligent and Pur- 
posive Action from a Physiological Point of 
View,'* by Professor R. S. Lillie. 

July 19, *'The Control of Infection as Affected 
by Variation among Parasitic Microorganisms," 
by Professor Simon Flexner. 

July 24, "Protozoa and the Cancer Problem," 
by Professor G. N, Calkins. 

July 80j "Inheritance of Sex in Lychnis/’ by 
Professor George Shull. 

August 3, "Heredity of Criminality," by Pro- 
fessor C. B. Davenport. 

August 6, "The Story of Bubonic Plague," by 
Dr. Martin Edwards. 

August 10, "The ROle of Adsorption in Nerve 
Conduction," by Dr. Alfred G. Mayer. 


SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

At the request of President Wilson the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences has appointed the 
following to investigate and report on the con- 
trol of the Panama slides: President C. E, 
Van Hise, University of Wisconsin, chair- 
man; General H. L. Abbott, Cambridge, Mass. ; 
Dr. George F. Becker, United States Geological 
Survey; Professor J. C. Branner, Stanford 
University; Dr. Whitman Cross, United 
States Geological Survey; Dr. Arthur L. Day, 
Carnegie Institution ; Dr. J, L. Hayford, 
Northwestern University ; Professor Harry 
Fielding Reid, Johns Hopkins University; 
Dr* R. S. Woodward, Carnegie Institution; 
C. Carpenter, Ithaca, N, Y. ; August P. Davis, 
United States Reclamation Service; John R. 
Freeman, Providence, R. I. 

PuorESSOR WmuAM B. Soott, of Princeton, 
and Professor A. A. Michelson, of Chicago, 
have been appointed representatives from the 
American Pbiloaophical Society to the Second 
Pan?Ainerioan Congress meeting in Washing- 
ton December 27 to January 8. 

Db. Bobebt Bakanv, of the University of 
Vienna, who has been awarded the Nobel prise 


in medicine for his work on the diseases of 
the ear, is at present a prisoner of war in Si- 
beria, having been serving as a surgeon at 
Przeinysl when it was taken by the Russians. 

Dr. R. W. Wood, professor of physics at 
Johns Hopkins University, has returned to 
Baltimore from the Mount Wilson Observa- 
tory, where he has been engaged in photo- 
graphing the moon, Saturn and Jupiter by yel- 
low light and ultra violet and infra red rays. 

At a recent meeting of the executive com- 
mittee of the American Museum of Natural 
History, New York, the new position of re- 
search associate was created on the soientifio 
staff of the institution. Dr. C. R. Eastman 
was appointed research associate in vertebrate 
paleontology, and Mr. M. C. D. Crawford, re- 
search associate in textiles. 

Professor Otto BAsenm, of Berlin, has re- 
ceived from the Royal Prussian Academy of 
Sciences the silver Leibnitz medal in recogni- 
tion of his services to geography. 

At the annual meeting of the Royal Fac- 
ulty of Physicians and Surgfwns of Glasgow, 
Dr. Ebenezor Duncan was elected president, 
and the retiring president. Dr. John Barlow, 
a councillor. 

Mr. E. D. Merrill, who has been spending 
several months in Washington, D. C., returns 
to Manila in December to resume his duties 
as botanist at the Bureau of Science and pro- 
fessor of botany in the University of the 
Philippines. 

The annual meeting of the Southern Med- 
ical Association was held at Dallas, Texas, on 
November 9, 10 and 11. The principal ad- 
dress was delivered by Dr. Rupert Blue, sur- 
geon-general of the United States Public 
Health Service, on ‘^Sanitary Preparedness.” 
Other addresses were given by Dr. W. L. Rod- 
man, president of the American Medical As- 
sociation, and Dr. Isador Dyer, of New Or- 
leans. 

On November 23 Dr. R. P. Strong, pro- 
fessor of tropical medicine at Harvard Uni- 
versity, gave a public lecture on his experi- 
ences as head of the physicians who went to 
Serina to combat the epidemic of typhua fever. 
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The lecture was given for the benefit of the 
social service department of the Massachusetts 
General Hospital. 

Dk. J. G. Needham, of Cornell University, 
delivered two addresses at the University of 
Kansas, in the third week of November: one 
before the Entomological Club of the Univer- 
sity on the “Ecology of Certain Aquatic 
Larvre/^ and the other before the students of 
the university on the “ Common Ground of 
Poet and Naturalist.” 

Professor D. W. Johnson, of Columbia 
University, addressed the Yale chapter of 
Sigma Xi at New Haven on November 18, on 
the “ Surface Features of Europe as a Factor 
in the War.” 

Since Mr. Donald B. Macmillan has not re- 
turned from the Arctic in time to present to 
the members this fall an account of the 
Crocker Land expedition which he led north 
in 1913, arrangements have been made to show 
to members of the museum on the evening of 
December 9 the motion pictures secured by 
Sir Douglas Mawson on the Australasian- 
Antarctic expedition. A brief account of the 
expedition and a description of the action of 
the films, will be given by Mr. George H. Sher- 
wood, curator of education at the American 
Museum of Natural History. 

The Swiney lectures on geology are being 
delivered this year by Dr. J. D, Falconer, the 
subject being “Ice and the Ice Age” The 
courses are given at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, London. 

At the age of eighty-five years Sir Allen 
William Young, the Arctic explorer, died in 
London, on November 27. 

Professor James McCael, principal of the 
Glasgow Veterinary College, died on Novem- 
ber 1, at the age of eighty-one years. 

Lieut. Gordon Sanderson, known for his 
work on lie Archeological Survey of India, 
was killed in Franco on October IS. 

Ma. DoNAtD Ewen, known for his work in 
metallurgy, has been killed in the war. N ainre 
states that he was serving at the time as a 
private in the London Scottish Regiment, but 
an order had been issued for his recall, to take 


up important work at the National Physical 
Laboratory. 

Dr. Gaston Vasseur, professor of geology 
in the University of Marseilles, has died at the 
age of sixty years. 

Professor Skdabek, for many years editor 
of the aturwia&enschafiliche Rundschau, 
died in Berlin, on October 10, at the age of 
eighty years. 

The annual sesBions of the Federation of 
American Societies for Experimental Biology* 
formed by the Physiological Society, the Bio- 
chemical Society, the Pharmacological Soci- 
ety and the Society for Experimental Pathol- 
ogy, will be held at the Harvard Medical 
School in Boston on December 27, 28 and 29. 

The following program lias been arranged 
for the meeting of the Sigma Xi to be held in 
connection with the meeting of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science 
at Columbus: Tuesday, December 28, at 12 
o’clock, meeting of the executive committee at 
luncJi at the Ohio Union. At 4 o^clock at Page 
Hall, annual convention. At 6 :30 at Ohio 
Union, annual dinner. 

In connection with the Congress of Clinical 
Surgeons, meeting in Washington, NovemW 
26-27, an interesting exhibit of books and pic- 
tures illustrating the history of surgery has 
been prepared by Dr. Arnold C, Klebs at the 
invitation of Colonel 0. C. McCulloch, libra- 
rian of the Surgeon GeneraPB Office, and may 
now be seen in the library hall of the Army 
Medical Museum. 

Adelphi College, Brooklyn, New York, has 
just been the recipient of an outfit for instruc- 
tion in astronomy from a friend whose name 
is withheld. It consists of a telescope of six 
and a half inches aperture, with driving clock 
and twelve inches declination and right aacw- 
sion circles, a six-prism spectroscope which 
was made to order by Browning, a small tran- 
sit by Steger of Kid, and other accessory ap- 
paratus, The telescope was made by Alvaa 
Clark, in 1877, ten years before hie death, and 
is oonsidered an excellent instrument, Tha 
apparatus is in perfect condition, having had 
the best of care by its former owner. 
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Among additions to the American Museum 
of Natural History is a model showing the 
increased efficiency of the present hospital serv* 
ice at Panama over that of the French period* 
This model shows a hospital in the French pe- 
riod in care of a Sister of Mercy. Puddles of 
water were allowed to gather about the ground, 
and the legs of the beds were placed in cans of 
water to prevent ants from crawling up* As 
we now know, yellow fever and malarial fever 
mosquitoes bred in such accumulations of stag- 
nant water and helped to keep the hospitals 
well filled. Screens were not used and the 
ventilation was not of the best. The compan- 
ion part of the model shows a French hospital, 
altered to conform to our most modern ideas 
and knowledge of the relation of insect and 
disease. A clean, dry cellar, well-kept grounds, 
screens, increased ventilation and the care of 
trained nurses servo to change an insanitary, 
disease-breeding building into the acme of 
sanitation. 

The Cornell University Medical College has 
xeceiitly reorganized its surgical service at 
Bellevue Hospital. At the head of the service 
there is now one visiting surgeon in charge ” 
with a continuous service. He has general 
supervision over the entire work and is re- 
aponsible only to the college and the hospital 
for its proper performance. There are two 
visiting surgeons who also have a continuous 
•service limited to some special subdivision of 
general surgery. They are thus relieved of all 
Toutine work in order to devote their time to 
the particular work with which they are occu- 
pied. Under the visiting surgeon in charge 
•are two associate visiting surgeons. These 
men are on the full time salaried basis, and 
^ch has the care of one half of the service. 
They have as assistants four juniors who are 
also surgeons to the out-patient department. 
The organization now also includes a labora- 
tory of surgical pathology and a laboratory of 
^experimental surgery, each under a full-time 
salaried man. These laboratories are available 
to all members of the staff, who there have the 
l^ivilege of working on their individual proh- 
1mA* The entire staff has been appointed to 
pQsitionB in the department of surgery in the 


Medical College, and all students take a por- 
tion of their surgical ward work under this 
organization. The essential changes from the 
former system consist in having one head,«)n- 
tinuous service, full-time salaried surgeons 
and laboratories under the immediate juris- 
diction of the surgical service. Following is 
the staff as at present constituted; John A. 
Hartwell, M.D., assistant professor of surgery, 
visiting surgeon in charge; (Jeorge Woolsey, 
M.D., professor of clinical surgery, visiting 
surgeon ; J ohn Kogers, M J)., professor of clin- 
ical surgery, visiting surgeon; Kenneth Bulk- 
Jey, M.D., instructor in clinical surgery, asso- 
ciate surgeon; James Worcester, M.D., in- 
structor in clinical surgery, associate surgeon; 
Fenwick Beckman, M.D., instructor in opera- 
tive surgery, j\mior surgeon ; Benjamin Vance, 
M.D., instructor in pathology, surgical pathol- 
ogist; J. W. McMeans, M.D., assistant in sur- 
gery, assistant in experimental surgery. 

UNIVERSITY AND EVVCATIONAL NEWS 

Objections have been filed to the probating 
of the will of Amos F. Eno who bequeathed a 
large sum to public purposes and made Colum- 
bia University his residuary legatee. It is 
said that under the will Columbia University 
would receive $3,000,000 or more. 

A BEQUEST of $50,000 has been made to Cor- 
nell University by Mrs. Sarah Manning Sage 
to promote the advancement of medical sci- 
ence by the prosecution of research at Ithaca. 

Professor H. L, Bowman, Waynflete pro- 
fessor of mineralogy at Oxford, reports, ac- 
cording to Nature, two gifts to his department. 
(1) Under the will of the late Sir Arthur 
Church has been bequeathed £100 for the pur- 
chase of apparatus and specimens, together 
with the chemical and mineralogical appa- 
ratus and instruments in Sir Arthur's labora- 
tory and his collection of mineral specimens 
(other than cut gem-stones). (2) A collection 
of miimrals made by the late Dr. Hugo 
Miiller, containing some 2,000 specimens, has 
been presented by Mrs. Miiller. 

Db. Ernest Fox Nichols has resigned the 
presidency of Dartmouth College and will go 
to Yale University next year to fill a new chair 
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of physics in the academic department. Dr. 
Nichols will at the close of the present aca- 
demic year have served as president of Dart- 
mouth Colle!ge for seven years, having pre- 
viously been professor of physics at Colgate, 
Dartmouth and Columbia. In accepting the 
resignation the trustees of Dartmouth College 
write; 

It had been our hope that Dartmouth College 
might long continue to enjoy your leadership. Yet 
we can but recognize that the sacrifices which you 
have already made deserve worthier recognition 
than the demand that you continue them at serious 
cost to your own well-being. In the chosen field 
of science to which you are about to return you 
will carry our sure expectation of great eocora- 
plishment and added honors; but more especially 
you will carry our warm personal affection, the 
outgrowth of seven years of intimate fellowship in 
a common cause. 

Professor T. W. Galloway, Ph.D,, who has 
occupied the chair of biology at James Milli- 
kin TJniversity at Decatur, HL, since the es- 
tablishment of that institution in 1908, has 
been appointed professor of zoology at Beloit 
College, Beloit, Wisconsin. A. A. Tyler, Ph.D. 
(Columbia, '97), for some years professor of 
biology in Bellevue College, Omaha, Ne- 
braska, has been appointed to the chair of biol- 
ogy at James Millikin University, to succeed 
Dr. Galloway. 

At Harvard University James Sturgis 
Pray, of Cambridge, has been elected 
Charles Eliot professor of landscape architec- 
ture, succeeding Frederick L. Olmsted, re- 
signed and Robert W. Lovett, of Boston, as 
Brown professor of orthopedic surgery. 


DISCUSSION AND COBBmPONDmCE 
QEVre AND SUBOENUS 

To THE Editor op Sciekce : I have read with 
interest the discussion of the genus in taxon- 
omy which has been running in recent num- 
bers of Science. I am especially interested in 
Dr. Allen's condonation as “ intolerable ” of 
'^the use of both the generic name in the 
broader sense, and the subgeneric name (in 
parenthesis) in incidental referenoee.'' Em- 
phasizing the lost three words of the quotation, 


one may endorse Dr. Allen's condemnation. 
But I believe the practise of retaining old 
genera, except in cases in which they express 
false concepts of relationship, is often a good 
one, and that newly discerned natural groups 
of species within the old genus may better be 
treated as subgenera. 

I have recently reviewed the well-known 
genus Salpa and have had to recognize ten 
subdivisions in order to express the major 
groups before coming to species distinctions. 
It seemed a pity to discard the old genus name 
Salpa, I therefore retained this and classed 
the ten subdivisions as subgenera, though, if 
one wished to do so, he could thoroughly justify 
them as genera. The special student of the 
Salpidw will bear in mind the subgeneric 
names and very likely will use them in highly 
B]:^jal papers, e. 157 ., Thalia democratica, 
Riiieria retracia, Apsteinia punctata, etc. But 
in general reference all or any of those would 
be Salpa, 

We must recognize numerous supra-specifle 
subdivisions of many old genera and these 
must be named, but let the broader old gen- 
eric name be the one in use except when one 
desires to call attention to the diversities em- 
phasized by the subgenerio names. In the 
latter case, at the risk of Dr. Allen's condem- 
nation, I would use parenthetically the sub- 
generic name also. This is a bit awkward, but 
such minutely distinctive terminology is not 
so frequently needed. Using the broader gen- 
eric name merely refuses to introduce unnec- 
essary reference to subgenerio classification. 
When this is germane to the discussion, of 
course introduce it. But let us not insist on 
always dragging in the whole subject in all its 
intricacies when by so doing we merely dis- 
tract attention from what we are saying. 

In ordinary reference to squirrels it is suffi- 
cient to call them SciuruBt and the fact that 
this name so used includes a score or more 
of natural groups sharply defined geograph- 
ically and by minor but not unimportant mdtr- 
phological characters" does not present any 
argument against such terminology, providsd 
we have at our disposal a subsidiary tenniiiol^ 
ogy which can be introduced wbein the distino- 
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tions between the lesser natural grroups are 
relevant to tlie subject under discussion. 

It is difficult to see, in the case of Sciurua, 
or any other group, that we are any better off 
wlieu we have divided all our species into 
niimerous geographical (and other) species, 
and have called the old species genera, of 
course changing the names in the process, 
tlian we are when we retain the old species, 
calling their now recognized subdivisions sub- 
species, races and forms, and treat as sub- 
genera rather than genera newly discerned 
natural groups of species within the old 
genus. Of course, an old genus, if shown to be 
unsound and to express a false concept of rela- 
tionship, will be abandoned. 

There is almost no limit to the niceties of 
taxonomic analysis that might be introduced 
by breeding of all animal species. Any classi- 
fication short of one founded on such complete 
data is conventional. The practical question 
is, what convention shall we adopt? The one 
here advocated retains, in so far as they are 
valid, old genus and species names, using a 
subsidiary nomenclature of subgenera, sub- 
species, etc., for the more intimate distinctions. 

There are several advantages in this course. 
It does not change general conceptions of 
genus and species to something of a different 
grade of taxonomic value. It keeps us in touch 
with the zoology of the past (i. c., that of year 
before last). It saves immense labor in ascer- 
taining what forms are meant by the unfamil- 
iar names when one is reading outside his 
special field. It ensures more general under- 
standing by one^s readers. It does not limit 
oompleteness of taxonomic analysis, which is 
recorded in the subsidiary nomenclature. It 
confines to the field of the specialist, who 
uses the subsidiary nomenclature only when 
writing for his fellow specialist, most of the 
confusion which comes from the acc^tanoe 
and later the rejection of unjustified terminol- 
ogy. It thus saves the general literature of 
zoology from the introduction of an immense 
deal of confusion. 

Matnaikd M. Metcalf 

Tbs OacBAKo Laboratory, 

OvKBLiN, Ohio, 

Oetobw 26, 1915 


NOTES ON THE PERMO-CARBONIFEROUS GENUS 
CRICOTUS OOPB 

In Publication No, 207 of the Carnegie In- 
stitution of Washington I described ' and 
figured an ilium from the Brier Creek Bone 
Bed of the Wi<fiiita Formation in Archer Co., 
Texas (page 161, pi. 22, figs. 2 and 8). This 
bone was assigned to the genus Cricotus be- 
cause of the relative abundance of the speci- 
mens associated with large numbers of the 
vertebral and intervertebral centra of that 
genus. The peculiar form of the ilium, uni- 
que and previously unknown from the North 
American beds, makes it of peculiar value in 
correlating faunas of widely separated local- 
ities. In looking over Fritsch’s “ Fauna der 
Gaskohle ” I find an almost identical form of 
this bone described and figured for two genera, 
Diplovertehron^ and Macromerion.^ Fritsch 
recognized these elements as ilia but in some 
figures confuses parts of the bones with the 
ischia and pubes. It is at once obvious from 
a comparison of his figures with those pub- 
lished by me that the bones from the two widely 
separated localities are nearly identical, even 
to the smallest details. Unfortunately the 
ischia and pubes of the Bohemian forms were 
only partly known to Fritsch and he publishes 
figures of fragments only. 

The two Bohemian genera, from the upper 
Carboniferous, are embolomerous forms and 
many of the bones figured by Fritsch as asso- 
ciated with the ilia are strikingly like those 
assigned to Cricotus from the Brier Creek 
Bone Bed, notably the femur and the smaller 
bones of the limbs. The inter-centra of 
Macromerion schwartenhergii^ are indistin- 
guishable from those of Cricotus, The teeth 
also show many resemblances in the two types, 
especially in the manner of fixation to the jaw 
and the slightly infolded dentine of the base. 

There can remain no doubt that the family 
Cricotidffi was present in Bohemia and North 
America at nearly the same time and was rep- 
resented by dosoly related genera. This adds 

1 Bd. 11, Tof. 52, Fig. 2 and Taf, 53, Fig. 34, 

®Bd. 11, Taf. 6, Figa. 3, 2; Taf. 67, Figs. 1, 2; 
Taf. 69, Fig. 1. 

» Taf, 66, Figs. Sa, ft, e. 
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materially to the evidence that the deposits in 
the two regions were cotemporaueous, a fact 
hi^erto suggested only by the common occur- 
rence of the genus Edaphosaurus (Naosaurus). 

It has been shown by me* that North Amer- 
ica was probably isolated from the Old World 
in Permo-Carboniferous time, at least for such 
forms as the Amphibia, and the suggestion 
arises of the great antiquity of the embolomer- 
ouB type permitting such a distribution, a 
suggestion borne out by Moodie’s dnd of an 
embolomerous form, Spondylerpeton apinatum, 
in the Mazon Creek beds of Illinois. 

Further work suggested by the facta here 
'stated is in progress. E. C. Case 

A SIMPLE METHOD OF mOICATINQ QEOORAPHICAL 
DISTRIBUTION 

In a recent number of Science a method of 
showing geographical distribution is suggested.^ 
All who have to work with these problems will 
agree that political boundaries are unsatisfac- 
tory in such work, and also that the system of 
geographic coordinates (parallels and merid- 
ians) is often too exact for the information in 
hand, and, moreover, does not give a very clear 
idea of the location to most readers. Although 
there are obvious disadvantages in the use of 
rectangular areas such as those suggested, it is 
probable that their advantages are even greater, 

A modification of the boundaries suggested 
seems desirable from the point of view of uni- 
formity among the sciences. After thorough 
discussion at several international geographic 
congresses the government surveys have under- 
taken the preparation of an international map 
of the world on a scale of 1 to 1,000,000. The 
quadrangle adopted for this map seems nearly 
if not quite as well suited for showing distribu- 
tion 08 that suggested recently. If this quad- 
rangle can be adopted there will be a single 
system of areas for the topographic map of the 
world and for the purpose of stating distribu- 
tion, and this has the great advantage of 
simplicity. There is the further advantage 

4 Publication 207, Carnegie Institution. 

1 Adams, J., *‘A Simple Method of Indicating 
Geographical Distribution," Scubnck, N, S., Vol. 
42, pp. 866-08, September 17, 1915. 


that the statement of the location in the new 
system will show directly what topographic 
sheets will give the actual physical environ- 
ment of the species under discussioiL 
The quadrangle of the international map ia 
^ degrees of latitude by 6 degrees of longitude ; 
these quadrangles are designated by a system 
of letters beginning at the equator and numbers 
beginning at longitude 180*^. The surface of 
the earth is divided into zones bounded by 
parallels of latitude, each zone is 4 degrees 
wide and extends around the earth. Zone A 
extends from the equator to latitude 4®, zone B 
from latitude 4® to latitude 8®, and so on; 
there are separate sets of zones north and 
south of the equator, that north of the equator 
designated by the word north” and that 
south of the equator by the word “ south.” 
There are also north polar and south polar 
sheets, each circular and 4 degrees in diameter. 
The quadrangles of each zone are numbered 
from longitude 180® eastward around the earth. 
Thus the two sheets of the international map 
already published for the United States are 
Boston, North K 19 (latitude 40® to 44® N., 
longitude 72® to 78® W.) and San Franeiaeo, 
North J 10 (latitude 36® to 40® N., longitude 
120® to 126® W.). 

The only disadvantage of the international 
map quadrangle, when compared with the 
merospheres ” suggested by Adams, is their 
somewhat smaller size. This is slight when 
compared with the gain in uniformity secured 
by the use of the quadrangle already adopted 
for mapping the world. It is to be hoped that 
any system of dividing the surface of the earth 
into quadrangles will in the future be based 
on the international map. 

WiLUAM G. Reed 
OmcE or FAftu Management, 

Washington, D. C., 

September 22, 1915 

NEW JKR8BT OETACEA 

Apropos of Mr. Fowler^s note in the August 
13, 1915, issue of Science, I wish to add 
another New Jersey record for the dolphin, 
Delphinm delphiaj early in May of this year 
I found a dead specimen on the beach at Sea 
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Me City, in Cape May County. Owing to de- 
oomposition the bones were not obtained then, 
and on later visit to the locality the specimen 
could not be found. 

In addition to the above species I have se- 
cured since 1908 the following cetaceans at or 
near Sea Isle City; these are now in the 
collections of the Academy of Natural Sciences 
of Philadelphia : Glohicephala hrachyptera 
Cope, Kogia hreviceps DeB., Mesoplodon den~ 
sirosiris DeB., and Turaiops truncatua Mont. 

Wm. J. Fox 

The Acadeut or NAXimAL Sciences 
or Philadelphia 

Note , — Since the above was written one of 
the fisli-pound crews at Sea Isle City brought 
in on September 26, 1916, seven live 8i>ecimen8 
of Delphinus delphis, 

THE FUR SEAL REPORT 

To THE Editor of Science : At pages 41, 44 
and 57 of the fur seal report of Messrs. Os- 
good, Preble and Parker for 1914, Senate Doc- 
ument No. 980, recently published, occur im- 
portant statistical tables giving enumerations 
of the different classes of seals for 1912, 19i;J 
and 1914, conclusions and inferences from 
which affect vitally the report as a whole. 
The source of the figures for 1912 and 1913, 
which could only have been obtained from the 
field notes and unpublished reports of the 
writer now in the hands of the commissioner 
of fisheries at Washington, is not indicated 
and in the paragraph of general acknowledg- 
ment at page 17 credit to former workers is 
limited to “ printed reports.” 

George Archibald Clark 

Stanford Univkrsitt, Calif., 

November 39, 1915 

ROGER BACON AND GUNPOWDER 

In his paper “ Roger Bacon and Gun- 
powder” contributed to the “Roger Bacon 
Commemoration Essays” (edited by A. G. 
tittle, Oxford, 1914), Colonel Hime tries to 
prove Roger Bacon the inventor of gunpowder 
by the method employed to prove Francis 
Bacon the author of Shakespere’s plays— a 
cipher. Since other oontributors to the same 
volume refer favorably to this effort (Mr. 
A. Q, Little, p. 896, calls it an “ingenious 


explanation ” end Mr. Patterson Muir, p. SOI, 
says that “Colonel Hime establishes a large 
probability” in its favor), it may be welj to 
note some points against it quite apart from 
the merits of the cipher itself. 

In the first place, the cipher is based upon 
chapters of the “ Epistola de secretis operibus 
naturce et de nullitate magice” not found in 
the early manuscript of that work and con- 
sidered doubtful by Charles in his work on 
Roger Bacon. Indeed, the opening phrases of 
two chapters, “ Transactis annis Arabum sex- 
centis et duobus,” and “Annis Arabum 630 
transactis ” suggest their source. 

Secondly. Roger Bacon openly alludes to 
gunpowder in 1267 in hie “ Opus Tertium ” as 
already in common use in children's toy ex- 
plosives. Therefore Colonel Hime has to date 
the “ De secretis ” at 1248, and to hold that 
Bacon was at that time “ driven to employ 
cryptic methods by fear of the Inquisition ” 
(p. 334), but that by 1267 

circumstancea had totally changed in the lapse of 
years; the composition of gunpowder , , . bad 
been divulged, and the first use made of the 
deadly mixture was for the amusement of chil- 
dren (p. 321). 

But is there any good reason for dating the 
“De secretis” in 1248? Much of it sounds 
like a brief pojmlar compilation from Bacon^s 
three works of 1267-8 concocted by some one 
else later; compare, for instance, the first 
paragraph of the sixth chapter of the “De 
secretis” with Duhem, “Tin fragment inedit 
de rOpus Tertium,” pp. 153-4 and Little, 
**Part of the Opus Tertium,” 50-63. The 
dedication of the “De secretis” to William, 
Bishop of Paris, who died in 1249, occurs first 
in the late edition of 1618 and has not been 
found by Little in any manuscript. 

Then the inquisition bug-a-boo is negligible. 
Has any one ever shown that the inquisition 
punished a practical invention? It was not 
for having invented the telescope that Galileo 
was persecuted. Moreover, Galileo’s was an 
exceptional case, and it can not be shown that 
in the thirteenth century the church persecuted 
mm of science. Rather, popes and prelates 
were their patrons. 
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But even if we admit that Bacon wrote the 

De aecretia as we bave it in 124S and was at 
that time afraid of the Inquisition, the ques- 
tion remains ; why in 126Y--S, when mentioning 
the explosive in those works in which he made 
such desperate efforts to secure the pope as 
his patron and boasted repeatedly of his own 
superiority to his contemporaries, did he not 
claim the credit of the invention which he had 
set forth in cipher twenty years before? The 
simple answer is: it was not his invention. 

One instance must be added to show how 
Colonel Hime misinterprets the text of the 
“ De secretis ” in his eagerness to smell powder 
everywhere- He writes (p. 824): 

Kow, towards the end of Chap. X., Bacon 
speaks without disguise of ohareoal under the 
name of the wood from which it is made, and 
mentions the two trees, hazel and willow, which 
give the best. He slgniflcanUy adds that when 
charcoal is added to proper proportions of cer* 
tain other substances, something noteworthy 
happens. Since, then, charcoal is one of the sub- 
jects of these two chapters, it becomes all the 
more probable that saltpeter forms another. 

In a note Hime adds the Latin of the pas- 
sage in question : 

Si vero partes virgulti coryli ant salicls mul- 
tarum justa rerum eerie apte ordlnaveris, unionem 
naturalem servabunt: et hoc non tradas oblivioni, 
quia valet ad multa. 

Let US note first that these last words do 
not mean, something noteworthy happens,” 
but “ don’t forget this, because it’s valuable.” 
Thus the true wording does not in the least 
suggest an explosion, as Colonel Hime’s trans- 
lation does. Secondly, the words partes virguUi 
coryli aut salicia probably do not denote char- 
coal but twigs or rode of hazel or willow, as 
they do in Bacon’s account of the experiment 
performed by magicians with a split hazel rod. 
It occurs both in the '' Opus Maius ” (Bridges» 
II., 219) and “ Opus Tertium " (Little, 4MW>; 
Duhem, 158) ; I quota the latter. 

Usda magici aceipiunt vlrgas coral! et salicum, 
et dividuut Sas seeandum longitudiuem, at faciuut 
eas distare secundum quantitatem palmae, et ad- 
dust carmisa sua, et eoniungunt partes divise; 
sed non propter carmlna, sed ex natnrali pro- 


prietate. (Wherefore magicians take rods of hazel 
and willow, and divide them lengthwise, and hold 
them the breadth of a palm apart, and add their 
charms, and the divided parte come together; but 
not on account of the chorma, but from their very 
natures). 

Thirdly, it is probably precisdy this hazel- 
rod experiment to which the writer of the pas- 
sage quoted by Hime refers. MuUarum justa 
rerum eerie ordinaverie seems a hurried equiv- 
alent for the more specific directions in the 
passages in the Opus Maine and Opus Tertium, 
and this bears out what I have already sug- 
gested, that the De secretis may be in part at 
least a brief popular compilation from Bacon’s 
other works. Finally, the phrase ufUonem 
naturalem servahunt applies better to the 
bending together in the middle of two halves 
of a split hazel rod held apart at the ends 
than it does to a mixture of saltpeter, char- 
coal and sulphur. 

And now what becomes of Colonel Hime’s 
assertion, ** Since therefore charcoal is one of 
the subjects of these two chapters, it becomes 
all the more probable that saltpeter forms an- 
other”? We may alter it to read thus: since 
charcoal is not a subject of either of these 
chapters, it becomes all the more improbable 
that a method of refining saltpeter is dis- 
closed in them in cipher. 

Ltnn THORKmn 

WiflTEBN BaezavE Univeesitt 


SCISNTIFIC BOOKS 

A Meteorological Treatise on the Girculatian 
and Radiation in the Atmospheres of the 
Barth and of the Sun, By Frank H, 
Bigelow, M.A., L.H.D., Professor of Meteor- 
ology in the U. R. Weather Bureau, 1821- 
1910, and in the Argentine Meteorological 
Office since 1910, New York, John Wiley 
and Sons, Inc,, 1915. Pp. xi-f481. T8 
figures in the text. 

This volume is an elaboration of the papera 
on atmospheric tbermodynamios whieh Pro- 
fessor Bigelow published in the American /our- 
nal of Science for December, 1912, and Marelv 
1918, with additions on the laws of Storms, on 
solar constant of radiation; on atmofl^ibarlQ 
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electricity, methods of barometric reduction, 
the meteorology of the isothermal layer^ on the 
laws of evaporation, and a few other subjects to 
which the author has paid special attention for 
many years by methods whioh are often highly 
original. The book may be regarded as a 
summation of its author’s labors on meteor* 
ological theory, and records not a few notable 
advances in meteorological procedure, espe- 
cially in regard to the reduction of observa- 
tions. 

To the author of this treatise we already owe 
the standard system of barometry now used 
by the Weather Bureau of the United States, 
an important concatenation of terrestrial me- 
teorological phenomena and solar changes 
which is here presented anew in slightly revised 
form, a considerable modification of Ferrel’s 
equations for atmospheric movement in storms 
with an application to tornadoes which has 
given, for the first time, reliable data for these 
very intense movements of the air, and some 
interesting and highly original, though perhaps 
not entirely conclusive speculations in regard 
to the causes of the several variations in the 
electric and magnetic elements. The present 
work records a further advance in measures 
of the ionization of the atmosphere which en- 
able the author to clear up the discrepancy of 
about 300 per cent, which has hitherto existed 
between different methods of measuring the 
dissipation of electricity in the atmosphere. 

The special topic around which all the others 
cluster is the application of the univOTsally 
accepted thermodynamic equations to atmos- 
pheric phenomena. In order to accomplish 
this, the author is obliged to make the gas 
coefficient (R) of the usual thermodynamic 
equations a variable, instead of a constant. It 
may seem a little risky thus to throw wide open 
the doors of theory, and to make this funda- 
mental “ constant,” so-called (whose value has 
been accurately determined from laboratory 
experiments) vary through a wide range, while 
still retaining the form of the equations whose 
accuracy rests upon these same laboratory ex- 
perhaents. We may ask whether the equations 
whose accuracy as mathematics is conceded, 
will continue to be applicable if their basis ia 


changed. More than one meteorologist has 
suggested to the reviewer that Bigelow seems 
to be trying to make the laws of nature con- 
form to his equations, with the implication that 
success in this attempt is somewhat doubtful. 
It can not be denied that an element of empiri- 
cism enters into the proposed methods. The 
author points out correctly that the well-known 
departure of the atmosphere from adiabatic 
conditions is inevitable as long as heat and 
motion (of air currents) are imported into any 
given volume of air. This is self evident; but 
will the thermodynamic equations stand up 
under this extra burden when the effects of 
wind and radiation, together with several other 
activities not explicitly named in this “ Trea- 
tise,” are included? The author claims that 
everything checks, but on examination this is 
found to mean simply that when limited to a 
narrow round of interlocking operations, the 
numerical work can be performed consistently. 
On testing the results by comparison with facts 
which have not been included in the theory, a 
few discrepancies and inconsistencies are 
found. An examination of these in detail 
would extend this notice far beyond the limits 
of a review and can not be attempted here. 

It should be distinctly understood that Bige- 
low’s fundamental equation starts with the 
thermodynamic equation whioh has been 
founded on the behavior of a definite volume 
of a gas or vapor enclosed in hypothetically 
non-conducting and impervious walls, when 
only the internal circumstances of pressure, 
density and temperature are changed; but in 
the adaptation of this equation to the free 
atmosphere, other terms are added which 
represent infringement of this condition by 
external interference, and still the process is 
called “thermodynamic.” While an enlarge- 
ment of the boundaries of this science is desir- 
able, and while perhaps no better way can be 
found for extending these boundaries than by 
attending to the experiments which nature 
performs for us on a gigantic scale, still it 
must not be forgotten that by this new de- 
parture we have slipped our moorings and 
are at sea on an unknown ocean of many vague 
possibilities, where the precision of the old 
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thermodynamics may not be easy to retain. 
If this is recognized, then, knomng that me* 
teorology has never been an exact science, 
there is no reason why this new departure 
should not be welcomed and thoroughly tested 
with whatever modifications and improvements 
may be found necessary; but warning should 
be given that the terms are now used in a new 
sense. The present examples go a long way 
toward supplying such tests. Bigelow’s thermo- 
dynamics supplements the equally elaborate 
hydrodynamics of Vilhelm Bjerknes in a much- 
needed way. As in all other departments of 
meteorology, however, the application of the 
principle is more or leas handicapped by the 
imperfection of the record. A single atmos- 
pheric sounding i s never completely syn- 
chronous, and even if it were, the need remains 
for connecting the single air column with its 
surroundings. The importance of a study of 
cross currents at every level, in both velocity 
and azimuth, has been shown by Sir W. N. 
Shaw. 

The method introduced in the first part of 
this work (pp. 262-292) for finding the solar 
constant, assumes that the reduction of high- 
sun and low-sun observations by the common, 
but incorrect, hypothesis (that the transmissive 
power of the atmosphere has no diurnal varia- 
tion) will give the solar radiation at the 
10,000-m. level, but not the radiant value out- 
side the atmosphere; and that an approxi- 
mately doubled interchange of thermal quan- 
tities above the 10,000 m. level (to which the 
author is led by his thermodynamics) is due 
to refiection of solar rays from the atmosphere 
at higher levels ; whence the value of the solar 
radiation outside the atmosphere must be 
doubled. No one doubts that there is exten- 
sive reflection of solar rays by the air. The 
point to be carefully noted is that these rays 
can not be both reflected and absorbed. Hence, 
since any rays which are reflected can have no 
effect whatever on the thermal state of the sub- 
stances in question from which the reflection 
proceeds, this hypothesis also is erroneous. 
The errors made in these two hypotheses have 
opposite signs, and it is conoeivable that the 
opposite errors very nearly counterbalance each 


other, but the procedure is wholly empirioal* 
and any approximation to the truth obtained 
in this way is accidental. 

In spite of the foregoing assumption that all 
losses of solar radiation above the 10,000-meter 
'level are by reflection, the seventh chapter 
introduces considerations of absorption and 
transmission of solar rays by the various 1,000- 
meter layers up to 90 km. Though inconsistent 
with the preceding hypothesis, this move is in 
the right direction. Unfortunately, however, 
both here and in earlier parts of this work, 
some serious errors occur. An extensive foot- 
note (pp. 278 to 280) contains the following: 

" Transformation Factors* 

kilo^am ^ Gr. X 10* ^ Gr. 

(meter)* cm* X 10* cm* 

/ MJC.8. \ 10 X 60 Gr. ca l. 

\ mech. units / ^ 41 851 000 " cm.* min. ‘ 

Factor * 0,000014336.” 

The true derivation of the conversion factor 
for radiant energy from M.K.S. mechanical 
units into C, G. Min, thermal units is of 
course : 

1 joule ^ 1 kilo gr . cal. 1 

m* sec. * 4185.1 ^ m* sec. ' 

which is equivalent to 

X «=• O' 

The same error is repeated on page 877, On 
page 415 the author defends his mistake thusr 
"Since the Erg and the Joule are units of 
work they must refer to the unit volume and’ 
not to the unit area. 

Hence Joule/voZwme = • L"* 

= = 10* X 10-* = 10; 

While Joule/area == JlfL®r-® • L'* 

= 10 * = 1 , 000 .'^ 

It is quite true that, for example, the radiant 
energy received from the sun in 1 second on 
1 cm.® of surface represents the energy previ- 
ously distributed through a volume of 
8X10^* cm.*; and that, whmi absorbed by g 
pyrheliometer, the temperature-effect is deter- 
mined by the volume of water (equivalent to* 
that instrument) which is heated. But im 
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meMtiiiikg radiant energy by the pyrheliometer, 
we are dealing with the transition at a mrfaes 
ftom radiant to thermal energy. What be- 
comes of the thermal energy afterwards — 
whether it is distributed to a large or a small 
Tolume— does not concern us. The idea of 
Tolume is already implied in the definition of 
the calory which is the thermal effect of a heat 
unit (equivalent to an equal amount of radiant 
energy) upon unit volume of water. 

The consequences of this mistake are mo- 
mentous, Whole tables of figures covering 
several pages have been obtained with this 
erroneous transformation factor. Other insidi- 
ous errors may be traced to this misconception. 
For instance, on page 126 we read: ^^The 
Kurlbaum coefficient of the Stefan formula for 
a perfect radiator is taken at 7.68 X 10*^^ 
(0. G. Min. C**)== 6.32 X joules per square 
meter per sec., so that the air radiates at six 
times the rate of a perfect radiator in the 
ether.” Six times more than perfection is a 
rather large order. 

In transforming the coefficient in the Stefan 
Law (on p. 279) by a formula with Planck’s 
constants in C.G.S. units, Professor Bigelow 
has incorrectly divided by the number of ergs 
in a joule (10^), obtaining (p. 280) : Sigma = 
6.1910 X 10^^® in O.G.S. mechanical units, 
where the exjionent should be — 5. Hie value 
in M.K.S. mechanical units on this page is 
fiigtna = 6.1210 X 10”^®, which involves an 
additional error in the logarithmic work. The 
correct value (after a small change in the 
adopted basal number), namely, sigma ==a 
fi>610 X (M.K.S.) is indeed given at the 
bottom of the page, but it has not been used 
<m page 126, where still a new error appears. 
Evidently, the author’s ideas on this subject 
are considerably mixed. 

, On page 370, the energy of solar radiation 
^used in heating” the atmospheric stratum 

above 38,000 meters,” is said to be “ the true 
albedo of the earth’s atmosphere,” which im- 
idhm that the author has a very obscure idea 
of what astronomers mean by albedo.” This 
h auTpriBing, since he has given a correct 
dhdhition of the word on page 277, 

Ftom whet precedes, it results that the nu- 


merical values of thermal quantities in 
Tables 84 and 86, which are said to be in 
*‘gr. cal./cm.* min.” should all be multiplied 
by 100, in which case the sum of the ** a^os- 
pherio thermal quantities attributable to solar 
radiation ” would not bear the remotest resem- 
blance to the solar constant,” an assumption 
which is fundamental to Bigelow’s entire argu- 
ment; nor would the so-called total atmos- 
pheric radiant energy” be ^‘equivalent to 
the ‘solar constant’ at the distance of the 
earth” (p. 385), since, even were the equiva- 
lence merely one of ultimate derivation, other 
factors must be considered, for example, the 
loss of solar radiation by reflection in passing 
through the air, which does not enter into the 
thermodynamic equation, notwithstanding the 
author’s assertion (on p. 262) that the albedo 
of the earth “can be found indirectly by 
thermodynamic computations.” 

The summation of atmospheric thermal 
quantities from the surface bo 35,600 meters is 
said to “give the amounts measured by the 
pyr heliometer ” (p. 370) ; but the “ free heat ” 
(Cl — Qo) in each 1,000-meter layer, has been 
stated for unit mass (since the dimensions of 
heat, work and inner energy are given as [L*] 
on page 376, instead of which re- 

quires that both M and T shall be unity), and 
therefore the numerical values should be mul- 
tiplied by the density of the layer in trans- 
forming them to mass measurement. More- 
over, (^ 1 — (?,) is due to a flux of long dura- 
tion and therefore should be averaQod, rather 
than summed, in order to compare it directly 
with the solar radiation at a given moment. 
Finally, although neither an average nor a 
sum of these quantities is exactly equal to 
the simultaneously exhibited solar radiation, 
the free heat, though derived from solar radia- 
tion, has no immediate connection with the 
solar radiation at the midday observation to 
which S(Ci — Oe) is incorrectly equated, for 
it continues by night as well as by day and 
represents the accumulated result of many days 
of sunshine, as the writer of this notice has 
shown in a paper “ On the Solar Constont.^^ 

^Amerwon JottmaZ of Science, Vol. ZXXIX., 
p, 201, February, 1916. 
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What the thermodynami c computations do 
show, however, is that the solar effect on the 
atmosphere above 85,600 in. is nearly as great 
as that on the lower layers; and this is a fact 
of very gn*eat importance. 

The terms “ absorption and " transmission,^ 
as applied to the derivation of atmospheric 
free heat from the sun's rays on page 377, have 
apparently been transposed, but are correctly 
applied as regards terrestrial radiation. This 
follows because Q is the free heat ^'trana* 
mitted" in a way within the layer, but it is 
obtained by ahaorption of radiation and is pro* 
portional to such absorption, other things being 
equal. 

The atmospheric heat on which depends the 
internal radiation of the atmosphere given 
for each 1,000 meters, is equal to the change 
in its radiant potential Ai?, and is due to 
absorbed terrestrial radiation. The curve of 
the change of density with the altitude agrees 
with that of the Ja function, showing that the 
expansile force of the air, or that force which 
gives its adiabatic expansion, is wholly gov- 
erned by the mechanism of internal radiation 
between the air molecules, is largest at the 
ground surface and progressively diminiehee 
to the outer, limit of the atmosphere. The 
free heat on the other hand, is distinct 
from and is wholly devoted to expanding 
the air above the adiabatic rate. While the 
summations of the two from the surface to 
about 81 km. are very nearly equal, their dis- 
tribution is quite different. Q is very small in 
the lowest layers and increases upward, but 
with wide fluctuations. In a general way Q 
follows the fortunes of the incoming solar 
rays, and while it may not be wholly dependent 
on their absorption, it appears to be very nearly 
80 . There is no evidence that the curve of 
density agrees with the solar radiation at 
every level, as is asserted in Chapter VTI. 

If the air radiated like a black body, the 
radiation of any layer could be computed 
from the temperature by Stefan's Law. 
Summed, layer by layer, for the air column up 
to 60 km., == "" 381.81, whfle 

— 133,76, or the air radiation 
is about one third that <A a black body. The 


dgures, as thus stated, denote a themial trane* 
ference of so many gram calories per mintite 
within a volume of five million cubic centi- 
meters, and are derived from Bigelow's com- 
putation after correcting for the erroneous 
transformation factor; but they lend no sup- 
port to his curious conclusion that air radiates 
six times better than the black body. 

The pyrheliometric method for finding the 
solar constant which is described in Chapter V., 
is further extended and modified in Chapter 
VII., pages 888 to 394. This method ia finally 
admitted to be discredited by experience, 
though its author does not recognize why this 
is so. A new and entirely different method 
of discussing pyrheliometric data is then devel- 
oped (pp. 394 to 401) which, though empirical, 
appears to eliminate the influence of water 
vapor and altitude in the general means very 
well, making it possible to compare winter 
observations with summer, and also to deter- 
mine a station correction to sea level. In this 
method the erroneous data derived from in- 
correctly interpreted thermodynamics are 
abandoned. The extrapolation of the resulting 
curve {A, Fig. 76) gives solar radiation =» 8.83 
at the height for '5^ich the writer's reduction 
of VioUe's high-level observation gave 2.80 
gram caL/cm.^ min.; and thus it appears prob- 
able that the value which Bigelow adopts for 
the solar constant (8.96) should be reduced to 
8.6 gram cal./cm.* min. A similar result fol- 
lows from the writer's interpretation of the 
thermodynamic argument. 

The formula for the mass of aqueous vapor 
in the upper air (pp. 842 and 873) is both 
complicated and erroneous. It gives a vidua 
about three times too large at 10,000 meters, 
ten times too large at about 84,000 xaBUm, and 
increasingly greater at still higher altitudes# 

The author’s faith in the virtues of a fonaula 
is seen in his publication of some ooluiims of 
figures which make such well-reoognized con- 
stants as the mass of a hydrogen atom asid the 
charge on an electron, variable. There are a 
few minor mistakes, such as the converaicn of 
the charge on an electron through the use of 
an erroneous dimensional formula, Imt those 
will be readily recognized. 
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The work under reriew is one of extremes. 
It escends to -heights of excellence and bril- 
liant aohiefement, and then breaks down» 
where one would least expect it, in errors and 
fallacies ^ich seem inexcusable in one so 
gifted. It is greatly to be regretted that a 
book involving so much original work, and con- 
taining so much that is really valuable, should 
be marred by blemishes which prerent it from 
being regarded as an authority. Nevertheless, 
if the judicious reader will pardon these blem- 
ishes, the larger part of this treatise constitutes 
a monumental work of great erudition, and of 
elaborate and industrious research. 

Fravk W. Veby 

The International Bvlee of Zoological Notnen- 
clature, with Appendix and Bummariee of 
Opinione No. 1 to No, 66. T. 0. Small- 
wood, 3216 N St., Washington, D. C., 
September, 1915. 4to. 28 pp. 

The ninth International Congress of Zoology 
met at Monaco, March, 1913. The fijdl report 
was issued by the Imprimerie Oberthur, 
Bennes, France, 1914. Owing to the disturb- 
ances in Europe this report is practically in- 
acoeseible to students, and no separate copies 
of the rules in English appear to be available, 
nor does any provision seem to have been made 
for the republication of the rules separately. 
Hence the publisher of this pamphlet, with 
the ap|«*oval of the secretary of the Interna- 
tional Commission and the careful supervision 
of aome of the American members, has pro- 
vided what may be regarded as a trustworthy 
edition which may be obtained as above indi- 
cated. 

A partial reprint of the rules without the 
opinions has been issued in French by M. 
Maurice CoBsmann in the Bsi^us de 

PaUoeaologie for July and August, 1914, and 
in ibis eonneotion a word of caution seems to 
be re«iuired. On page 14 of &e separate copy 
of this rendition of the rules we read as fol- 
lows totder the following caption: 

Autree Dicisiona du Congres ee Bapportant d 
2a Nomenclature 

JL Des exceptions I la loi de priority pour- 
rent 9tre admises ; 


1*^. Quand un nom de Gfenre ou d’esp^ 
derrait 9tre transports i un autre Oenre ou 
k une autre espftoe existants; 

2^. Quand un nom a itS employ^ pour^un 
Genre pendant 50 ana, jusqu’k 1800, daiu les 
travaux scientifiques, tela que monographies, 
catalogues scientifiques, etc.; 

3^^. Quand le nom le plus ancien, oonfor- 
m6ment la loi de priority, n’a pas 6t6 admis 
pendant 20 ana dans la systdmatique scien- 
tifique. 

Note. — Chaque exception doit dtre soumise 
k la Commission intemationale de Nomencla- 
ture qui examine chaque cas et le soumettra 
au prochain congres international. 

As the title of the pamphlet reads ^^R^les 
Internationales . . . Adopt4es par les Con- 
gr^,’’ etc., it would seem that the reader 
might readily suppose that the paragraphs 
quoted from M. Cossmann^s reprint (but not 
appearing in the English version) had been 
affirmatively decided by the congress. This, 
however, is not the case. Paragraphs A 2 and 
A3 were submitted, it is true, but were defi- 
nitely rejected, though no indication of this 
appears in the French reprint. Paragraphs A 
and A1 are qualified by the note under para- 
graph A3, each case to be submitted to the 
commission and decided on its merits. 

Wm. H. Ball 


SPECIAL ARTICLES 

THE LIGHT-SENSIBILITY OF OOPPKE-OXIDK 

The fact that selenium changes its electrical 
conductivity under the influence of light was 
discovered by May in 1878. Since that time 
the property of light-sensibility has been looked 
for in many substances and it has been found 
that sulphur, shellac, paraffin, anthracene and 
several other substances possess this property 
to a slight extent. The most notewor^ addi- 
tion to the list was made by Jaeger who dis- 
covered the light-sensibility of stibnite (native 
Sb,S*) in 1907. Since a careful study of the 
briiavior of these substances is bound, ulti- 
mately, to shed light on the mechanism of 
metallic conduction, it seemed worth while to 
continue the search for other substanoes which 
show marked light-sensitiveness. Becently the 
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writer found tihat copper-oxide (Cu,0> preeum- 
ably) shows the effect quite iinxnistakably. 

Without going into details here as to the 
mode of production of copper-oxide cells or 
bridges, it may be stated that copi)er-oxide has 
a much lower specific resistance than either 
selenium or stibnite and is much the more 
transparent toward red light (layers having a 
thickness of more than 1 mm. are still slightly 
translucent). The fundamental facte which 
have been established for this new light-sensi- 
tive substance are : 

1. The conduction is electronic and not 
electrolytic. 

2. The increase in conductivity, occasioned 
by light, is distinctly different from that pro- 
duced by a heating effect. 

3. The conductivity increases with the ap- 
plied voltage, I. e.. Ohm's law is not obeyed 
(voltage effect). 

4. The region of increased conductivity 
spreads slightly to portions of the material not 
illuminated (transmitted effect). 

6. The region of highest sensibility lies in 
the ultra-violet near A =- 2800 A. IT. 

6. Cooling in liquid air increases the per- 
centage change in conductivity and displaces 
the sensibility maximum in the red toward 
shorter wavfe-lengths. 

7. The relation between the radiant energy 
absorbed (E) and the resultant change in con- 
ductivity (0) is very approximately of the 
form C KE^ where jS' is a constant and p 
lies near 0.6. 

While the percentage change in conductivity 
upon illumination is much less than that of 
selenium and stibnite, the comparatively high 
conductivity of copper-oxide makes the abso- 
lute increase quite large. The best cell which 
the writer has thus far constructed has a re- 
sistance of 15,200 ohms at 17® 0. for 1 volt. 
The change in conductivity occasioned by the 
light from a 40-watt tungsten lamp at 20 cm. 
is about 15 per cent. The area exposed to 
radiation is about 12 mm.^ If this cell be con- 
nected to a 2-volt cell and a galvanometer 
(forming part of a simple potentiometer) a 
sensitive device for detecting radiant energy is 
produced. Exposing the cell to daylight in a 


moderately lighted room throws the galva- 
nometer spot of light violently off the aoale. 
Monochromatic radiations which are quite too 
feeble to affect a sensitive radio-mioroiDetery 
bring about large defiections when allowed to 
fall on the copper-oxide cell. If the cell be 
"connected to a telephone receiver and battery 
and if an intermittent light beam of definite 
frequency be allowed to fall on the cell, a ckar^ 
musical note is heard. 

The preceding discussion is to be looked 
upon Ets being of a preliminary nature. A sys- 
tematic search for light-sensibility is being 
undertaken and a complete account of the work 
will appear later. 

A. H. Frvm 

Johns Hopkins UNivxasiTT, 

November, 1915 

BADIOAOTIVITT OF UNDERGROUND WATERS IN 
PROVIDENCE AND THE VICINITY 

Some idea of the distribution of radium 
salts near the surface of the earth may bo ob- 
tained from a study of the relative amounts of 
radium emanation dissolved in underground 
waters. Within the last ten years a number of 
the better known springs and wells in Amer- 
ica, Europe and Japan have been examined for 
emanation content. Some of the activities 
obtained have been tabulated by Schlunt and 
Moore^ also by Dole.* 



1 U. S. Geological Survey Bulletin 505, 1900. 
<U. 8. Geological Survey, Mineral Resources 
of the U. S., 1018, Part II., pp. 898-44fi. 
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The most aotivo source thus far recorded 
was foimd in mine water at Joachimstha], 
Bohemia, and contained per liter an amount of 
emanation equivalent to that in equilibrium 
with 700 X enram radium. 

Fig. 1 shows the type of eleotroacope used in 
the present escperiments. The gold leaf was 
mounted on a brass rod passing through a sul- 
phur plug into the ionization ohamber. The 
leaf was used at a fairly high sensibility. 
Since it was not convenient to use a guard ring, 
the natural leak of the inatrumcnt was large, 
varying from .25 to .40 divisions per minute 
on difFerent days. No suitable constant source 
of potential was available and the leaf was 
charged with an ebonite rod by removing the 
metal cap at the top. The ionization chamber 
was gas tight and was of approximately 725 o.c. 
capacity* 



Fig. 2. 


Samples of water to be tested were oollected 
in suitable boiling flasks at different localities. 
The contained emanation was removed by boil- 
ing and allowed to cool. The ionization cham- 
ber was then partially exhausted, and the mik- 
ture of air and emanation allowed to flow 
slowly into it through a drying tube of calcium 
chloi^de with end plugs of cotton wool. The 
rate of motion of the gold leaf in divisions per 
tninute after three hours was used in compar- 
t3ie activities of diferent samples. AH 


readings weare corrected for the natural leak 
of the instrument and for the decay of the 
emanation itself during the time elapsing W 
tween collection and examination. After three 
hours the emanation was pumped off by means 
of a foot bellows through a long pipe into the 
open air far outside the laboratory. The ioni- 
zation then decayed with the half value period 
of active deposit. 

A diagram of the apparatus used for boiling 
out the emanation which is but a slight modi- 
flcation of that described by Makower and 
Geiger* is shown in Fig. 2. The burette was 
fllled with water previously boiled in the flask 
A. The water under investigation in flask B 
was boiled from ten to fifteen minutes. Ema- 
nation still remaining in the connectiiig tube c 
after the burette had been emptied was car- 
ried over into it by air let in through the side 
tube d. 920 c.c. of water was oollected for each 
test. 

Biandardization of the Readings of the 
Electroscope 

In order to standardize the readings of the 
electroscope 10 c.c. of a standard solution con- 
taining 1.67 X 10“® ing, radium was diluted 
to 250 C.C., and 60 c.c. of this solution boiled 
thoroughly and allowed to grow emanation for 
31 days. This emanation, the equivalent to 
that in equilibrium with 8,77 X 10"* gram 
radium, was introduced into the electroscope. 
The ionization after three hours was 67.11 
divisions per minute. 

The results obtained from a number of 
sources are given in the following table : 

Column 6 in the above table records the 
amounts of radium emanation found in the 
different sources. These values are compara- 
tively large. The maximum activity found in 
spring water by Shrader* near Williamstown, 
Mass., was 2,12 X 10"^® gram radium. The 
most active sources found during this inves- 
tigation were in Arlington, H. I. Both the 
springs examined flowed out of Fenner's Ledge. 
This contains deposits of graphite mixed 
with a low-grade soft coal. The geologied 

«'*Practieal MeaBuromente in Badioactlvity,'^ 
Loagmans, 1912, p. 114. 

^ Physical Eevietv, May, 1914, pp, 339-345. 
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SOUTM 

Loealtty 

ll 

it 

h 

•3?° 

sl 

Remarks. 

Spring 

Arlington, R.I. 

10 

87.78 

57.93 

Graphite 

mine. 

Spring 

Arlington, B. I, 
Nr. Wilbur 
Ave. 

6 

70.80 

46.71 

Nr. carbarn. 

Spring 

j 

3 

17.74 

11.70 

On Woon- 
socket car 
line. 

Spring 

Girard's Hatch- 

30 

10.98 

11.19 

Mineral 

Spring 

cry 

Quinsnicket 

5 

15.06 

10.83 

Spring Ave. 
Called Cool 

Spring 

Well 

Park 

Girard's office 


6.86| 

3.86 

Spring, 
150-gal. tank. 

Nr, Bristol, R.I. 

•• 

4.21 ' 

2.78 

60 ft. deep. 

Spring 

Smitbffeld Ave. 

1 

1 3.89 

2,24 

Nr. reser- 
voir. 

Spring 

Johnson^ R. I. j 


8.34* 

2.20 

Ochee. 

Spring 

E. Providence i 

2 
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formation ia such that the water comes in 
all probability from a considerable depth. 
Graphite is now being mined near the surface. 
Several samples of this graphite were powdered 
and tested qualitatively in on a ray electro- 
scope. Only slight traces of radioactive con- 
tent could be found. 

I am indebted to Professor B. B. Bolt wood, 
of Yale University, for the standard solution 
used in calibrating the electroscope. 

Beown Univbesitt, P. B. Psasms 

JUDC 14, 191/5 

SOCJETIEB ACADEMIES 

THE ANTHEOPOLOOICAL SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON 

At the 489th meeting of the society, held Oc- 
tober 19, 1915, Dt. D. Lamb read a paper on 
'*The Medicine and Surgery of the Ancient Pe- 
ruvians." They used Peruvian bark for fevers. 
It is doubted whether ayphilis, leprosy and tuber- 
culosis occurred among them, although some infer 
that skin tuberculosis caused the mutDations rep- 
resented on their pottery. Three skin diseases pe- 
culiar to the ancient Peruvians were the Tnirunia, 
the verrugas and the uta. Smallpox, measles, scar- 
let fever and yellow fever were introduced by the 
whites. Goiter prevailed; also the taharAUlo. 
The heads of their infants were deformed. They 
let blood and treated dislocations, wounds and 
fractures, and trephined the skull. Br, £. L. Mor- 


gan and others who discussed the paper agresd 
with the speaker in thinking that trephining had 
probably begun with the idea of getting rid of the 
evil spirit but was continued for its observed 
curative value. The idea of ridding the patient 
of an evil spirit was common to all primitive peo- 
ples. In the Iroquois language, said Mr. J, N. B 
Hewitt, the expression used in case of sickness is, 
"It is biting me.” Dr. 0. L. G. Anderson held 
that the megalithic people who preceded the Incas 
also knew much about medicinal herbs. They 
made infusions, powders and ointments of them. 
Sulphur, salty oarths and hot springs were used 
as cures of rheumatism and skin diseases. Barsa- 
parilila, coca and quina were local drugs used. 

Daniel Folsmae, 
Secretary 

NEW OELEANS ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 

The regular meeting of the academy was held 
in Tulane University on Tuesday, October 18. Dr. 
Gustave Mann presided. The paper of the even- 
ing was by Professor O, M. Bosenwall on "Borne 
Methods of Offense and Defense among Insects.” 

The paper outlined the orders of insects which 
were to be touched upon and the specific insects 
which were to be referred to. As far as possible^ 
insects found in the state of Louisiana were used 
as examples. 

Among all the methods mentioned, those which 
were "active in defense,” made up the material 
for the greater part of the paper, and these were 
mainly the " repugnatorial glands.” This means 
of defense was possessed by some species of 
nearly all the important orders, and mainly in 
Coleoptera, Hemiptera and Orthoptera. 

In many of the insects the appendages are 
adapted as means of defense, e. g,, mandibles and 
front-legs. At this point, the "praying mantis” 
was discussed, being one of the common insects of 
this region. 

Then followed the use of "stings” In connec- 
tion with "poison-glands,” and the following 
subjects were discussed briefly: "Poisonous Sa-* 
liva,” "The Kepellant Fluid of Several E^ecies 
of Coleoptera,” "Phosphorescence” and "Pro- 
tective Attitudes”; the paper closing with "Tim 
Means of Defense among Insect Larvae,” 

An intermting discussion among members took 
place after the reading of the paper, and ex- 
amples of the insects discussed were on exMbitioiu 
The academy then adjourned. 

B. S. dooKa, 
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TBE AERIAL TRANBUISBION PROBLEMS^ 

The title of my address suggests that I 
propose to discuss the problems connected 
with wireless telegraphy and telephony. It 
should be observed, however, that ordinary 
telegraphy and telephony and electrical 
transmission of large amounts of power is 
aerial transmission and faces some of the 
problems which confront us to-day in 
wireless transmission. But, of course, the 
problems of aerial transmission in their 
relation to wireless telegraphy and tele- 
phony present their most interesting aspect 
and I shall, therefore, devote most of my 
time this evening to this particular aspect, 
of the problem of aerial transmission. 

Permit me now to differentiate, briefly, 
wireless transmission from ordinary elec- 
trical transmission. 


C 



£A RTH 
Fig. 1. 


Pig, 1 represents the simplest form of 
ordinary electrical transmission. A wire, 
ACB, is connected to the earth at each end. 
A generator station at A sends electrical 
energy to receiving apparatus stationed at 
B. The motion of electricity started at A 
is transmitted along the wire C to the sta- 
tion B and then is completed through the 
conducting ground between B and A. 

1 A& sddresa delivered before the National Acad- 
emy of Science, at Ita meeting in New York, No- 
vember la, 1915. 
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Fig. 2 represents the simplest form of 
wireless transmission. An electrical gen> 


B 
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erator at A sends through a vertical wire 
electrical energy to a vertical wire at sta- 
tion B. There is motion of electricity be- 
tween A and B, but only through the earth. 
The second case is similar to the first ex- 
cept that in the second case there is no wire 
C, connecting station A to station B; hence, 
on account of the absence of the connecting 
wire C, we call the second method of trans- 
mission a “wireless” method. This second 
method is particularly important when it is 
impossible to employ a connecting wire be- 
tween the two stations, as, for instance, 
between two ships at sea, or between a ship 
and the shore. 

This more or less insignificant diflerence 
in the strjictures, by means of which we 
transmit, necessitates, however, the em- 
ployment of almost radically different elec- 
trical actions in order to transmit energy 
from A to B, Whereas in the first case we 
can transmit from A B any reasonable 
amount of energy by a constant or a slowly 
varying motion of electricity, we have to 
adopt in the second case a very rapidly oscil- 



B 
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lating motion of electricity. The simplest 
and historically the oldest method of pro- 
ducing a rapidly oscillating motion of elec- 
tricity was obtained as follows : The vertical 
wire at the transmitting station A, called 


the antenna, has an air gap ed and the two 
parts of the antenna, the upper part which 
is insulated, and the lower part which is 
connected to the earth, are connected By 
means of wires a and h to a very high dee- 
tiical tension such as is employed in our 
automobiles for ignition or in the produc- 
tion of X-rays by means of the X-ray tubes 
and the induction coil. This high eketrioal 
tension forces one kind of electricity into 
the upper part of the antenna and the oppo- 
site kind into the lower part of the antenna 
which is connected to the earth. The two 
parts of the antenna form the two conduct- 
ing coatings of a Leyden jar ; the surround- 
ing atmosphere, of which the air gap ed is 
a part, separates the two coatings. When 
the electrical tension is very hig^ it breaks 
through the air space ed, that is, a spark 
jumps between the two metal balls ed and 
forms there a conducting path, that is an 
easy path for the motion of the electricities 
which are separated, one crowded into the 
upper part of the antenna, and the Other 
into the lower part and the earth. These 
two separated electricities which attract 
each other will rush toward each other as 
soon as the passage through the air gap ed 
has been established, and they will move as 
fast as the laws of motion of electricities 
command them to do. Now these laws de- 
mand that this motion be an oscillatory one. 
This oscillatory motion of electricity during 
a discharge of a Leyden jar was discovered 
by our great Joseph Henry in 1840 when 
he was professor of physics at Princeton 
College, and the laws of motion were first 
formulated in 1856 by the famous Wffliam 
Thomson, who died a few years ago as Iioxd 
Kelvin. The oscillatory motion of dtostri- 
city and the laws governing it can be best 
illustrated by the following dmple mechan- 
ioal analogy. A stiff steel tongue db wldi^ 
is fastened at its lower end a to a tabl^ ^ 
displaced by the tension of a string d 
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its position of equilibrium. Increase the 
tension until the string d breaks when the 
displaced steel tmigue is released; it will 
then rotum to its normal position after per- 



forming a few oscillatory movements. The 
analogy between the motion of the steel 
tongue and the motion of electricity 
referred to above is quite complete and to 
make it even more oompleite I attach a card- 
board disc C which by transferring a con- 
siderable part of the motion of the tongue to 
the surrounding air will accelerate the 
dying out of the oscillatory motion of the 
tongue by the transference of the energy 
of the vibrating cardboard to the surround- 
ing air. Here is a tuning fork which I 
pluck with my fingers instead of employing 
the tension of the string, or which is still 
better, I give it a gentle impulse with a soft 
hammer. After each impulse the fork 
oscillates, imparting some of its motion to 
the surrounding air, and the vibratory 
motion of the air propagated in all direc- 
tions impinges upon your auditory organs 
and thereby produces in your consciousness 
the sensation of sound. In the same manner 
the vibratory motion of electricity in the 
antenna is communicated to the electricity 
near the surface of the earth, causing it to 
move in the same vibratory fashion; these 
vibrations spread out in aU directions and 


travel along the surface with the velocity 
of light, that is, about 180,000 miles a 
second. This propagation along the surface 
of the earth of the oscillatory molidh of 
electricity is called electrical wave motion, 
just as the propagation of the vibratory 
motion of the tuning fork through the air 
is called wave motion. Just as the sound 
waves produced by the vibration of the tun- 
ing fork or by my vocal cords spread out in 
every direction, getting feebler as they 
progress further and further, but produc- 
ing a sensation of sound in every healthy 
ear which they find anywhere, so the prop- 
agation of the vibratory motion of electric- 
ity along the surface of the earth spreads 
out in every direction, getting feebler as it 
advances further from the sending antenna, 
but producing a definite effect in every up- 
right wire like B in Fig. 3, which effect can 
be detected very clearly by a suitable elec- 
trical inatrument connected with the wire B. 
This, briefly stated, is wireless transmission 
of electrical signals. 

We often hear that wireless tranamission 
is only a practical application of electrical 
waves discovered by a German, the late 
Professor Hertz; that it is an art which 
formed its first roots in German soil, 
whereas in reality it is a particular 
case of the oscillatory motion of electri- 
city discovered by Joseph Henry and the 
laws of which were foimulated by Kelvin. 
It is true that Hertz employed these oacilla- 
tions more skilfully than anybody else ever 
did prior to his time, and thereby succeeded 
improving experimentally the complete va- 
lidity of the physical foundation of the great 
electromagnetic theory which was conceived 
and formulated by Clerk Maxwell, the great 
Scotch physicist. It is also true that 
Guglielmo Marconi in 1895, when a mere 
youth of twenty-one, fascinated by the 
beauty of the Hertzian experiments, was 
busy with Hertzian electrical oscillators 
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when he suddenly discovered that an oscil- 
lator connected to the earth, as described in 
Fig. 3, was much more efficient than any 
other form of oscillator in propagating an 
oscillatory motion of electricity from any 
given point of the earth to any other point. 
That discovery gave birth to wireless teleg- 
raphy. But, nevertheless, this discovery 
could have been made prior to the time of 
Hertz by any one who understood the work 
of Henry and of Kelvin and interested him- 
self in the study of electrical osciQators of 
various types. I think that Marconi dis- 
covered wireless telegraphy ; he did not in- 
vent it. The inventing period in this new 
art started after the discovery was made 
and when various problems connected with 
the development of this new art presented 
themselves. 

The earliest attempts to advance the new 
art were in the direction of increasing the 
distance which could be bridged over by 
this new method of electrical transmission. 
As early as 1902 Marconi attempted the 
bold experiment of sending wireless signals 
across the Atlantic. These attempts re- 
sulted at first in an enormous increase in 
the height of the antennaa and the power of 
the generators which create the electrical 
oscillations at the sending station. The wire- 
less structures employed as sending antennm 
were anything but wireless, and the gen- 
erating stations which fed them were ver- 
itable thunder and lightning factories. The 
roar of the thundering sparks transmitting 
signals between England and Newfound- 
land would terrify the whole neighborhood 
of the transmitting station, and yet at the 
receiving station there would be only very 
faint clicks in a very sensitive telephone 
held over the anxious ear of a skilled oper- 
ator. Physicists with artistic temperament, 
that is, with a sense of right proportions, 
always felt that these thunder and lightning 
factories had no place in wireless trans- 


mission. Three years ago I suggested that 
if a little more science were put into the 
General Electric Company we would soon 
have a noiseless generator which would re- 
place those thundering spark-gaps. Well, 
the General Electric Company has put a 
little more science into Schenectady and 
we have today a generator which can supply 
any reasonable amount of electrical power 
in the form of electrical oscillations of very 
high frequency, say, twenty thousand to 
two hundred thousand vibrations per sec- 
ond, and it supplies it smoothly and silently. 
The horrible racket of thunder and light* 
ning has disappeared for good from the 
wireless transmitting stations. 

In the meantime another great and won- 
derful advance has reached the wireless 
transmitting station. This advance is so 
far reaching in its purely scientific aspect 
that I feel constrained to devote to it a few 
brief moments. Consider a generator of 
electrical oscillations sending out from a 
wireless station at A (Pig. 5) a continuous 
train of electrical waves db of high fre- 
quency or pitch, say fifty thousand periods 
per second. A person with a telephone 
receiver at the receiving station B would 
hear nothing, because the pitch of the re- 
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ceived waves is too high. Suppose now 
that by some means the generator is made 
to vary the amplitude of the outgoing 
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waves as indicated by the thick wavy curve 
in Pig, 6, and suppose that these variations 
follow the law of variation of sound waves 
in articulate speech, then the man holding 
a telephone to his ear at the receiving sta- 
tion B, equipped with a suitable apparatus, 
will hear articulate speech. This idea is 
not new; I disclosed it in 1902 to Professor 
Henry Perkins, of Trinity College, Hart- 
ford, and I consider the idea as obvious. 
But what I do not consider as obvious is 
the manner in which a huge generator of 
electrical power can be made to vary the 
power which it delivers in that most com- 
plicated way which we human beings prac- 
tise when we vibrate our vocal cords in 
order to produce articulate speech. When 
the Western Electric Company and the 
American Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany transmitted articulate speech between 
Arlington and Honolulu they actually con- 
trolled by the human voice the operation of 
a huge electrical generator generating many 
horse power, and it is plain that the same 
method can be easily extended so as to con- 
trol any amount of power by the human 
voice. It is, indeed, a great achievement. 
It may be claimed that the achievement is 
nothing startlingly new, for do we not know 
that with a tiny spark we may start a huge 
explosion and do we not see every day that 
the chauffeur by minute twists of his hand 
or foot can regulate the power of the gas en- 
gine in our automobiles? Yes, I admit that 
there is a resemblance, but the resemblance 
is a very coarse one. WTien you find a 
chauffeur who can regulate the movement 
of his car in such a way that it will vibrate 
in accordance with the vibrations of articu- 
late speech, then that chauffeur will have 
accomplished the same thing which the 
operator at the Arlington Station did when 
by the controlling action of his voice he 
made his huge generator speak the words 
which were heard at Honolulu, five thou- 


sand miles away. And yet the achievement 
is perhaps not qiiite as new as it might 
appear. When a Paderewsky with Bee- 
thoven's Sonata in his head makosr Bee- 
thoven's ideas control the strenuous move- 
ments of his body which agitate the strings 
of the piano, then I see something which 
the operator at Arlington might have been 
unconsciously copying. I throw this out as 
a suggestion to the biologists, the physiol- 
ogists, and the neurologists, who are not 
always aware of what is going on in other 
departments of physical science, just as we 
physicists are often totally ignorant of the 
great researches in biology, physiology and 
neurology. 

Let us now turn our attention to the elee- 
trieal waves which carried that articulater 
message from Arlington to Honolulu and! 
examine their condition when they arrivedi 
at Honolulu. These waves were so feeble 
that no electrical instrument ever invented 
by man could, unaided, ever detect their 
presence. This brings Tue to a point which 
I discussed before this academy just four 
years ago. I told you then that I had dis- 
covered an electrical machine which stimu- 
lated by a feeble electrical wave of high 
frequency would reproduce that wavemagni- 
fied to any extent. I believe that in that 
discussion was the first mention of the elec- 
trical ‘^amplifiers" which play a most im- 
portant part to-day in wireless transmission. 
It is far from me to claim the whole credit 
for the work which has been done in this 
direction; on the contrary, most of the 
credit for developing the idea of electrical 
amplifiers of to-day and of giving them a 
thoroughly fool-proof form belongs to the 
research laboratory of the General Electric 
Company and of the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company, and I cheerfully 
congratulate them upon the wonderful 
achievement. 

Now what is an amplifier of these high 
frequency electrical waves ? Broadly speak- 
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ing, it is a local source of electrical energy 
which stimulated by an electrical wave no 
matter how feeble will give a perfect repro- 
duction of that wave magnified to any ex- 
tent that may be desirable. When the elec- 
trical wave conveying speech from Arling- 
ton to Honolulu arrived at Honolulu it was 
perfectly exhausted and so feeble that its 
action could not produce any perceptible 
direct effect upon any instrument ever con- 
structed by man. The electrical amplifier, 
that is, the local electrical generator, then 
threw in its wonderful work. Stimulated 
by the feeble wave it reproduced it in a tre- 
mendously magnified form without in any 
way modifying its character. The man at 
Honolulu, with the aid of the local ampli- 
fier, not only heard the voice of Arlington, 
five thousand miles away, but by the char- 
acteristics of the articulation he recognized 
the speaker : so perfect was the reproduction 
by the amplifier ! In fact, we may say that 
the electrical amplifier at Honolulu stimu- 
lated by the waves coming from Arlington 
created over again at Honolulu the articu- 
late speech .pttered at Arlington. Permit 
me now to offer a suggestion which has oc- 
curred to me often, and which, I think, may 
be of some interest to the biologist and the 
neurologist. We aU know that the eye, the 
ear, and other organs which are the instru- 
ments of our perceptions are extremely sen- 
sitive. For instance, the amount of energy 
conveyed to the eye by light, which is just 
visible, is almost incredibly small. The 
question arises now, does that energy pro- 
duce in us directly the sensation of light or 
does it serve as a stimulus, only, for a local 
source of energy, the sensatory organs, 
which amplify it and reproduce it somewhat 
in the manner as the electrical amplifier 
reproduces, on a very much magnified scale, 
the faint traces of a wireless waveY The 
structure of the nervous system seems to 
support this bit of speculation and I trust 


that you will not be too severe with me for 
indulging in it. 

From this very rough dcetch which I have 
just drawn for you describing the present 
state of wireless transmission it appears 
that there are at present no obstacles in the 
way of extending the distance of wireless 
communication to any point on the earth. 
And yet there are, and they are of the most 
formidable character. These obstacles are 
due to the interference produced by elec- 
trical waves which are paanng through the 
terrestrial atmosphere continuonsly. One 
may say that electrical waves are just as 
numerous in the atmosphere as water waves 
are on the surface of the sea. They are of 
the same general character and probably 
due to the same causes as the electrical 
waves which interfere with our telephone 
and telegraph lines and with power trans- 
mission wires during a thunderstorm. 
They are, in fact, the electrical tremors of 
minute thunderstorms or of powerful but 
very distant thunderstorms. We were not 
aware of their presence until we attempted 
to magnify the minute electrical wave com- 
ing from a very distant signalling station. 
An engineer of the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company who was on the 
Pacific Coast and watched for the famous 
telephone message from Arlington reports 
that at times it was drowned completely in 
a roar of musketry. This roar was due to 
the action of the electrical waves produced 
by the incessant electrical discharges in the 
atmosphere. The wireless telegraph engi- 
neer calls these discharges the static” and 
he hates them, because they interfere with 
his business, but the physicist and partic- 
ularly the meteorologist will bail their ap* 
pearance with delight, because they dfer 
him a new and most unexpected aid for tiis 
study of the activities in the terrestrid 
atmoq>here. 

All attempts up to Hie present time wUeh 
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the so-called practical’^ wireless engineer 
has made in the direction of overcoming the 
interference of the "static^’ consisted in in- 
creasing continually the power applied at 
the signalling station so as to make the sig- 
nals at their arrival at the receiving sta- 
tion stronger than the signals made there by 
the static. These attempts failed, as they 
should. The static is an act of God and his 
acta can not be neutralized by brute force. 
The machinery of nature will not interfere 
with the machinery constructed by man if 
man puts a sufficient amount of intelligence 
into his machine. In other words, the prac- 
tise of the wireless art needs more pure sci- 
ence before it can expect to overcome the 
very serious interferences due to the action 
of the static. Ordinary electrical tuning 
will not do, because every system which is 
highly selective through ordinary tuning 
is also highly sonorous. Every tap of the 
static will cause it to vibrate and it will 
vibrate in the same way as when it is under 
the action of the signalling waves. We must 
look for some other form of electrical selec- 
tivity, and this is the last point which I wish 
to bring before you now, but only very 
briefly. 

The eye se^ a very narrow strip of wave 
frequencies which are sent from a radiating 
body ; the ear hears a very narrow strip of 
wave frequencies which vibrating bodies can 
send out. Physiological optics and physio- 
logical acoustics deal with these remark- 
able facts. Now the reason why the eye is 
blind and the ear is deaf to an enormous 
range of frequencies is certainly not due to 
anything like ordinary selectivity produced 
by tuning. The selectivity must be due to 
something else. Physicists see resonance 
and tuning wherever they find selectivity, 
hut it is high time to formulate broader 
views. 

Pifteen years ago 1 published several in- 
vestigations which deal with electrical mo- 


tion in sectional wave conductors. One of 
these resulted in the now well-known loaded 
telephone line. I regret that the technical 
importance of this invention, by attracting 
too much attention, has overshadowed com- 
pletely the full meaning of the general 
mathematical theory which underlies it. This 
theory says that sectional wave conductors 
can be made which will absorb almost com- 
pletely all waves above or below a certain 
small range of frequencies, and the selectiv- 
ity thus obtained has nothing to do with 
ordinary electrical tuning. In other words, 
the selectivity of the eye and of the ear can 
be imitated by coarse structures like sec- 
tional wave conductors. Electrical pulses 
produced by the static are for the most 
part very short and their action is equiva- 
lent to the action of highly damped elec- 
trical oscillations of very high pitch. This 
action can be entirely absorbed so that no 
part of it reaches the receiving apparatus 
of a wireless receiving station if between the 
antenna and the receiving apparatus a sec- 
tional wave conductor is employed which 
will not transmit electrical waves of a fre- 
quency higher than a given range of fre- 
quencies. The station becomes then an ear 
which is quite sensitive for frequencies 
which are in the vicinity of the signalling 
frequency, but which is stone deaf to fre- 
quencies which are considerably beyond 
this range as most static disturbances are. 
Similarly, a sectional wave conductor can be 
constructed which is quite responsive to fre- 
quencies in the vicinity of the signalling 
frequency, but absorbs almost completely 
everything below this range. My theoretical 
and experimental investigations encourage 
me in the belief that a perfect barrier has 
been found against disturbances due to the 
so-called static, and. that the distances of 
uninterrupted wireless telegraphy and tele- 
phony will be very greatly increased. 

M. I, PUPIN 
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TRE CALOBIMETEE A8 TEE INTEBPBETER 
OE THE LIFE PEOCESSEB^ 

Shortly after the outbreak of the pres- 
ent war a scientific commission in Berlin 
reported that the quantity of energy units 
required during a year by 68,000,000 in- 
habitants in Germany amounted to about 
57 thousand million calories, and that 
under changed conditions of dietary hab- 
its 81 thousand million calories would be 
available. In accordance with the require- 
ments of the crisis the habits of the people 
were changed. 

Our own Commission for Relief in Bel- 
gium forwarded food on the basis of the 
knowledge that 1,000 calories in cornmeal 
cost 11 millSj in wheat 14 mills, in rice 18 
mills, in wheat flour 20 mills, in beans 29 
mills, and in pork ^‘fat backs” 28 mills. 

All this was the world recognition of 
the need of fuel for the life processes in 
human beings. 

Rubner’s work has made it possible to 
picture the energy liberated in various 
forms of living things. Thus Rubner esti- 
mates that a horse requires 11 calories per 
kilogram per day in order to maintain the 
normal life processes and for the fulfilment 
of the same necessities a man requires 30 
calories per kilogram of body weight, a 
newborn mouse weighing one gram requires 
654 calories per kilogram while a yeast 
cell weighing 0.000,000,000,5 gr. produces 
1,743 calories per kilogram of substance, 
this also being the heat produced by a kilo- 
gram of diphtheria bacilli. The energy 
production in these lower forms of life was 
measured by determining the rise in tem- 
perature of the medium in which they lived 
when this was confined within the limits of 
a Dewar flask. The heat production of a 
kilogram of yeast thus measured was three 
fold that found for the same unit of mass 

iBead at the New York meeting of the Na- 
tional Academy of ficlencee, November IS, ISIS. 


in a newborn mouse, 58 times that of a man 
and 157 times that of a horse. 

Although these values appear to be ex- 
tremely variable, there is one unit of meas- 
urement which in mammalia is quite con- 
stant and that is the heat production per 
square meter of surface. Bergmann, in 
1848, was the first to advance this hypoth- 
esis and a year later the French observers 
Regnault and Rieset stated that the heat 
production of sparrows per unit of weight 
was ten fold that of fowls, a phenomenon 
which they asserted was due to the fact 
that the smaller animals present a rela- 
tively larger surface to the surrounding 
air and thereby experience a considerable 
chilling, with the consequent generation of 
sufficient heat to maintain the normal body 
temperature. In 1883, Rubner published 
calculations which showed that the heat 
production of mammalia of various shapes 
and sizes was the same per square meter of 
surface. Figures are given such as 1,042 
calories for man, 1,039 for the dog and 
1.122 calories for the new-born mouse per 
square meter of surface during periods of 
24 hours when the temperature of the envi- 
ronment is 15® C. and when moderate 
voluntary movements are permitted. 

Further analysis showed Rubner that 
this evenness of heat production per unit 
of body surface was not due to any rela- 
tion between the area of body surface and 
the area of cell surface within the organ- 
ism. There are in one kilogram of body 
weight of man 150.2 square meters of such 
surface and each square meter of cell sur- 
face produces 0,2 calories per day. In the 
new-born moose each square meter of cell 
surface produces eleven times this amount 
or 2.2 calories. It is of interest, also, to 
note that a kilogram of yeast cells presents 
a surface area of 600 square meters and 
at a temperature of 38®^ or that at which 
mammalian cells exist, 1.25 calories pCt 
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square meter of surface are produced in 24 
hours, 8.34 grams of cane sugar under- 
going inversion and fermentation during 
that interval. This reaction is independent 
of the strength of the sugar solution within 
the wide limits of 2.5 to 20 per cent. If 
the strength of the solution be at the maxi- 
mum of normal reaction, or twenty per 
cent, the quantity of sugar utilized in 
twenty-four hours would be contained in a 
film 4/100 of a millimeter in thickness sur- 
rounding the cells. A like analysis shows 
that in man whose cells are bathed in a 
medium containing 0.1 per cent, of sugar 
the quantity necessary for the support of 
life during one day would he contained in 
a layer which if spread around the cell 
would be 5/100 of a millimeter in thick- 
ness. 

Prom the calculation of the energy re- 
quirement in the food for the life of a na- 
tion to the energy liberated by a yeast cell 
in its simple resolution of sugar into alco- 
hol and carbon dioxide is indeed a far cry, 
except as showing that the energy doctrine, 
as enunciated by Rubner, unites the world 
of living things. 

In 1912 I calculated that the heat pro- 
duction of three quiet and sleeping dogs 
was 759, 748 and 746 calories per square 
meter of surface at an environmental tem- 
perature of 26®, that a dwarf produced 
775 calories per square meter of surface, 
and that four out of five sleeping men in- 
vestigated by Benedict showed an average 
heat production of 789 calories per unit 
of area. Only in the sleeping infant 7 
months old investigated by Howland, did 
the metabolism appear out of the ordinary 
and reached a level of 1,100 calories, and 
this factor was specifically pointed out as 
indicating a higher metabolism in the 
youthful protoplasm than is present in the 
adult 

When the Russell Sage Institute of Pa- 


thology constructed in Bellevue Hospital 
an Atwater-Rosa calorimeter copied in 
the main after the successful models of 
Benedict, it became absolutely es^ntial 
tliat some criterion of normal metabolism 
be established, as a basis from which one 
could estimate whether the metabolism 
of a patient under investigation was 
higher or lower than the normal. The 
severe criticisms of Benedict upon the 
method of estimating heat production from 
the unit of surface led to a very careful 
review of all the evidence and to new ex- 
periments. Du Bois, who took up this 
work, has used an accurate and ingenious 
method with which he has been able to 
actually measure the surface area of nor- 
mal men. He and Mr. Delafield Du Bois 
have discovered that the formula hereto- 
fore used for estimating the surface area in 
man showed an average inaccuracy of 16 
per cent, and a maximal variation from the 
normal of 36 per cent., this being found in 
very fat individuals. A new formula has 
been evolved which gives an average varia- 
tion of 1.5 per cent, and a maximal vari- 
ation of ±i 5 per cent Using the older 
formula of Meeh, the heat production per 
square meter of surface is 833 calories dur- 
ing 24 hours, but using the more accurate 
formula of Du Bois that rises sixteen per 
cent, to 953 calories. In normal adults of 
various shapes and sizes this is the basal 
metabolism as measured when the individ- 
ual is resting and before the administra- 
tion of food in the morning. The variation 
from this standard does not exceed 10 per 
cent, in 90 per cent, of the cases. The 
maximal variation is 16 per cent. 

The critical studies of F. G. Benedict 
have been especially helpful in stimulating 
the reconsideration of all the data and 
methods in relation to this subject. Bene- 
dict is in agreement with Carl Voit when 
he concludes that the mass of active proto- 
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pla$mio tissue detennines the height of the 
metabolism. However, in the search for a 
standard upon which to calculate what 
would be the normal heat production of a 
man suffering from disease it is obviously 
impossible to measure the mass of active 
protoplasmic tissue. It is, therefore, most 
fortunate that the unit of surface area 
eliminates the same amount of heat in the 
normal adult within ten per cent, of a de- 
termined average. 

The reason for this is not clear, but the 
-fact is established. It is known that a reg- 
ulating mechanism maintains the body 
temperature at a fixed point, though the 
reason for this is also undetermined. 

The figures given hold true for the adult 
but are subject to variations due to age. 

Murlin has pointed out that the new- 
born baby has a distinctly lower metabol- 
ism than normal and that this rapidly rises 
during the first year to a standard above 
the normal. It should be remembered in 
the first place, that the newly born may be 
considered in the light of an internal or- 
gan which has been protected from exter- 
nal stimuli. This is indicated by the work 
of Murlin upon the pregnant dog and from 
that of Murlin and Carpenter upon the 
human mother. The increase in heat pro- 
duction during the first months of the in- 
fant’s life may be due to the union of the 
muscles with medullated Uerve fibers. 
Furthermore, one finds on analysis that 
there is 24 per cent, of muscle tissue in the 
newly born baby as against 42 per cent, or 
nearly double that quantity in the adult 
These proportions are reversed as regards 
glandular tissue, there being 47 per cent, 
of this tissue in the newborn and only 24 
per cent, in the adult. It is this prepond- 
erance of glandular tissue in early life that 
may be the cause of the prevalence of the 
higher metabolism during the early period 
of growth. Du Bois has found that in a 


number of boys just before puberty the 
heat production is 25 per eent above the 
normal and it is interesting to query 
whether this be due to glandular activity. 

With the approach of old age the xnetar 
holism falls about ten per cent. ; there is no 
longer quite the same intensity of oxida- 
tion as at the height of a man’s virility. 

In conditions of disease, as in those of 
health, the same materials, such as protein, 
fat and carbohydrate are oxidized and in 
the normal fashion, and they produce heat 
after the normal manner. The disease of 
diabetes presents a striking exception, as 
sugar may here remain unoxidized. In 
general, one may say that the intensity of 
the metabolism processes are little affeeted 
in many diseased conditions. In diabetes 
the heat production does not rise appre- 
ciably above the normal. The calorimeter 
in the hands of Du Bois and his fellow 
worker has shown that in severe anemias 
and in heart disease involving dyspnea, the 
heat production may increase. This is very 
probably due to the stimulus of lactic acid, 
a similar phenomenon being witnessed in a 
dog poisoned with phosphorus. In a typi- 
cal fever such as typhoid the heat produo- 
tion may increase between 40 to 60 per 
cent, and in severe cases of exophthalmic 
goiter it rises to between 75 to 100 per 
cent, above the normal. It is fortunate 
that the ingestion of food which in the 
normal individual causes an increase in 
heat production, does not abnormally stim- 
ulate the fires of metabolism in these pa- 
tients already sufi!ering from intensified 
oxidation processes. 

The inner process of heat production in- 
volves title interplay between the living 
cells of the body and the nutrient eonstitu- 
ents of tile finids which bathe them. It has 
been known since the time of Lavoisier that 
the ingestiim of food results in an in- 
crease in metabolism. In the presmtoe of 
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abundant food the cells produce heat in 
increasing measure. Thus, after giving 
meat alone in large quantity to a quietly 
resting dog the heat production may be 
double that of the normal basal metabol- 
ism. The constituent amino-acids of pro- 
tein are relieved of their NH^ groups and 
the denitrogeni^ed remainders are utilized 
for heat production, any excess being con- 
verted into glucose and retained in the or- 
ganism as glycogen. The great rise in heat 
production is in large measure due to the 
direct chemical stimulation of the cells 
through the metabolism products of cer- 
tain amino-acids. The proof of this lies 
in the fact that if glycocoll or alanine be 
given to the diabetic dog the heat produc- 
tion is largely increased, although these 
substances are not oxidized and there is 
therefore no evolution of heat from them, 
for they are converted into glucose and 
urea which appear in the urine. When the 
same method is applied to the study of the 
sugars, it fails to support the idea that the 
intermediary products of sugar metabolism 
directly stimulate the cells to a higher heat 
production. Thus, fructose administered 
to a diabetic dog caused no increase in 
heait production, although it underwent 
chemical change, for it was found as glu- 
cose in the urine. Since all the evidence 
regarding this reaction points to a prelimi- 
nary cleavage of fructose which contains 
six carbon atoms into two molecules each 
containing three atoms of carbon and to 
the subsequent synthesis of these mole- 
cules into glucose, one may reason that the 
preliminary cleavage products of carbohy- 
drate metabolism are not direct stimuli to 
protoplasm, as are those of amino-acids like 
glycocoll and alanine, but that normally 
the mere presence of a large number of 
metabolites of sugar results in their oxida- 
tion in increased measure. 

Bubner has shown that when the yeast 


cell is bathed in a solution of sugar and 
peptone the protein is used for growth or 
cell repair only, while alcoholic fermenta- 
tion furnishes the energy, end as before 
stated the quantity of this energy is inde- 
pendent of the strength of the solution. So 
also in a mammal such as the dog, if one 
give 50, 70 or 100 grams of glucose, the 
energy production increases in all eases to 
a level of about 30 per cent, above the nor- 
mal. It appears that the cells by a process 
called “self-regulation^’ use the fragments 
of broken glucose up to a certain limit 
which is not transcended. Any excess of 
these fragments is converted into glycogen 
or into fat, a small quantity of energy 
being absorbed in the first process and a 
small quantity being liberated in the sec- 
ond. The result of this is that beyond a 
certain limit of carbohydrate plethora, the 
heat production in the dog scarcely rises, 
and this is analogous to the behavior of the 
yeast cell towards its nutritive environ- 
ment. 

The study of the intermediary metabol- 
ism upon which the total heat production 
of an animal is based, furnishes a fascina- 
ting field for the scientist, and it is also 
evident that the study of the fu41 require- 
ment of the human individual in health and 
in disease presents many problems of im- 
portance for the general welfare of the 
community at large. 

Graham Lusk 


OBSTACLES TO BESEARCm 
Thb duty of the university to investigate 
the unknown as well as to teach the known is 
clearly evident. In the i>erfonnanoe of this 
duty, the imi)ortance of research work is em- 
phasized in many ways. Promise of produc- 
tive scholarship is a leading qualification de- 
manded in selecting members of the faculty. 
Encouragement and facilities for original 

1 An address delivered before the Mitmesota 
Ohapter ef the Sigma Xi 8 ociet 7 , October 21, 1215. 
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work are freely provided. And yet we must 
confess that the outcome, broadly speaking, 
is somewhat disappointing, both here and in 
other universities. It is true that the results 
in some departments and in many individual 
cases are satisfactory. On the whole, never- 
theless, considering our great opportunities, 
we seem to add relatively little to the sum 
total of human knowledge, Whyf A recog- 
nition of the obstacles to research might en- 
able us in some measure to overcome them. 
At any rate, the problem is worthy of our 
earnest and careful consideration. 

Let UB consider the problem from the bio- 
logical point of view. The accomplishment of 
every human being (as of all living things) is 
the resultant of two factors; heredity and 
environment. In research work, as in all 
other lines of activity, the limits of possible 
achievement for each individual depend upon 
his innate talent, established through heredity. 
Within these limits, however, the realization 
of possibilities is conditioned by the environ- 
ment. We must therefore distinguish clearly 
between (possible) capability or capacity and 
(actual) accomplishment in the field of orig- 
inal investigation. 

The first and most important obstacle in re- 
search work is accordingly the limitation of 
capacity, which is determined by heredity. 
Since it is^ now too late to quarrel with our 
ancestors concerning the matter, as individ- 
uals we may as well recognise this as an in- 
surmountable obstacle. From the broad uni- 
versity point of view, this fxmdamental ob- 
stacle may be partially removed by great care 
in the selection of faculty members. Ge- 
niuses are scarce, however, and competition for 
them very strong; so it is inevitable that even 
in the strongest universities the faculties must 
be made up of men with varying degrees of 
innate talent. 

But while our heredity is beyond our con- 
trol, our environment is not. At least we can 
modify the environment to a considerable 
extent. And this is a fact of tremendous 
practical importance. After all, environment 
does play an important part in determining 
both the quantity and the quality of our per- 


formance in ell lines, including research work. 
If the enviroximent is sufficiently unfavorable, 
even the highest genius is sterile. Of two men 
with equal native ability, one with better oppor- 
tunity may be far more richly productive than 
the other. It is a case of seed and soil. The 
result is determined by heredity plus environ- 
ment; or perhaps better, heredity times envi- 
ronment. 

Geniuses are sometimes able to accomplish 
a great deal, even in a relatively unfavorable 
environment; but fortunately research work is 
not a province reserved exclusively for genius. 
It is encouraging to most of us to remember 
that the army of investigation requires private 
soldiers, as well as officers of various grades. 
Even moderate capacity does not preclude re- 
search work of real value. As expressed by 
John Hunter: 

A man with a sufficient fund of knowledge, and 
a close application to one art or science, will make 
great improvements in it though his talents may 
not be the best; or, In other words, though he be 
not a great genius. 

Conquering the unknown in the fidd o# 
knowledge is somewhat like civilization in- 
vading a new territory. A few bold and 
talented explorers may lead the way and blaze 
out new paths in the wilderness ; but their ex- 
cursions would be fruitless unless followed up 
by pioneer settlers, who by arduous labor 
develop the country and render its resources 
available for mankind. Moreover, even the 
explorer u in many ways largely dependent 
upon the knowledge and equipment furnished 
by others, his predecessors and his supporters. 

Likewise, in the exploration of the field of 
knowledge, there is work for all. The history 
of science abundantly proves that brilliant 
discoveries and important generalizations 
usually rest upon a long series of accurate ob- 
servations, requiring care and patience, but 
not great genius. A classical example is that 
of Kepler^s laws of planetary motion, founded 
upon the extensive astronomical observations 
by Tycho Brahe. In biology, to substantiate 
and support the cell-dootrine of Sohleiden and 
Schwann, and the doctrine of organic evolu- 
tion of Darwin, has required an immense 
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amount of patient labor by a multitude of 
obaervera during^ the past century. Other ex- 
amples could easily be cited in various fields. 
The plodders as well as the geniuses should 
receive their due share of credit for the prog- 
ress of science. 

The production of research work of merit is 
thus within the capabilities of every one 
worthy of membership in a university faculty. 
Doubtless some who are talented predomi- 
nantly as teachers should devote themselves 
chiefly to this field, and others are especially 
fitted for administrative work; but it is desir- 
able that every one should participate to at 
least a slight extent in rosonrch work. As a 
matter of fact, we may go still further in 
urging that the spirit of scientific research 
should pervade all education, from the kinder- 
garten to the university. Mankind in general 
is still far from appreciating the fact that the 
method of science is not a mysterious gift of 
genius, but a practical tool in the discovery of 
facts and in their application to the problems 
of everyday life. As Professor Remsen so 
aptly expressed it in his address at the dedica- 
tion of the chemistry building of the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota last year, the scientific 
method is essentially this: “First study the 
facte ; then draw your conclusions from them.*’ 

From this point of view, all our problems 
thus become research problems ; and education 
is able to teach us how to solve them efficiently 
in proportion to the extent to which training 
is provided in the methods of original inves- 
tigation. Thus all education should provide 
training in scientific research, diflfering in 
degree rather than in principle as we pass from 
elementary to higher education. President 
Hill (in a recent commencement address at 
the University of Minnesota) has well said 
that “ The teacher should arouse the spirit of 
discovery as the first step in the process of 
learning.** A more general recognition of the 
significance of scientific research for educa- 
tion, a correction of the prevalent error that 
iresearoh is a matter concerning only a chosen 
few^ would remove an obstacle which prevents 
a more generous support of higher scientific 
. investigatiem. 


While all instruction should be permeated 
with the research spirit, a conscious effort 
should be made, especially in the university, 
to single out as early as possible those students 
showing unusual talent for original work, and 
to give them particular aid and encouragement. 
We must constantly emphasize the necessity 
for recognition of unusual talent, since other- 
wise our entire time and energy will tend to 
be exhausted in caring for the larger number 
representing mediocrity. This subject is well 
discussed in a recent report of the subcom- 
mittee on tile selection and training of stu- 
dents for research (Committee of One Hun- 
dred of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science), publislied in Science, 
September 17, 1915. 

It is, however, not my present puriwse to 
consider the message of science for education 
in general, but rather to discuss the specific 
obstacles met by university workers in the 
field of original investigation. Since we can 
not change our lieredity, possibilities for im- 
provement must be found in the environment. 
What factors in our environment affect our 
scientific productivity? 

We might classify the environmental factors 
affecting our research work in two groups; 
mental and physical. In the first rank, I 
would place the factors determining our mental 
attitude toward research. I suspeot that in- 
vestigation lags more frequently from lack of 
sustained interest than from any other cause. 
It is doubtless true that one is usually most 
interested in wliat one can do especially well. 
And research ability, as wo have already noted, 
is largely a hereditary matter. Nevertheless, 
our mental attitude is unquestionably influ- 
enced in large measure by the opinion of our 
colleagues. Appreciation by one’s fellows is 
a most powerful stimulus. Thus a general 
recognition of good research work will greatly 
encourage the worker to persist in spite of all 
obstacles. If Sigma Xi can succeed in estab- 
lishing a more enthusiastic esprit de corps 
among investigators, it will greatly help the 
cause of scientific research. 

The physical factors affecting research work 
are also of importance. The obstacles under 
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this group include lack of material facilities, 
lack of time and lack of organization. Each 
of these may be briefly considered in turn. 

The material facilities necessary for re- 
search include laboratories and equipment of 
various kinds, supplies, instruments, technical 
assistants, books, etc. It is customary to cite 
lack of adequate facilities of this kind to ex- 
plain shortcomings in scientiflc productivity. 
And there is no doubt that more generous pro- 
vision for these tilings would greatly facilitate 
many lines of research work. But, generally 
speaking, I believe that this factor is some- 
.what overrated. The man who does nothing 
because facilities are inadequate would usually 
accomplish but little even with unlimited re- 
sources. On the other hand, the man whose 
heart is in his research work will rarely fail 
to secure adequate support, if he perseveres 
and demonstrates his interest and capability. 

Inadequate support of research work is 
sometimes ascribed to lack of appreciation on 
the part of university administrative officers, 
who control the purse-strings. This is usually 
an unjust accusation. University offloers as 
a rule are keenly anxious to encourage and 
support research work, but they in turn are 
always more or less hampered by financial 
limitations. With the present evidently in- 
creasing popular interest in and appreciation 
of scientific work, however, we may confidently 
expect in the future more generous provision 
of funds available for this purpose. Even the 
“ man in the street ” can see how Germany has 
increased her efficiency by systematic encour- 
agement of scientific research. America is 
likewise beginning to realize that this is not 
a luxury but a necessity, for which generous 
support must be provided, 

Even more than lack of facilities, lack of 
time is an obstacle very frequently encountered 
by university research workers. Many uni- 
versity men are carrying a burden of routine 
teaching which, if well done, must greatly en- 
croach upon the time absolutdy essential for 
serious research work. In many eases, a con- 
siderable amount of routine administrative 
duties, committee work, etc., is added. Under 
these conditions, which shall be negleoied-— 


teaching, administrative work, or research t 
Or should one risk the danger of overwork by 
trying to keep up with all? Surely this is a 
question hard to answer. The proper solution 
is of course to provide a sufficient staffi to 
handle the routine teaching and adxninistra* 
tion, and at the same time leave adequate time 
free for research. In a rapidly growing uni- 
versity, however, it is difficult to make this 
provision. But conditions are improving in 
this respect, and comparatively few men are so 
overburdened with routine work as to pre- 
clude a reasonable amount of time for re- 
search. 

Lack of time for research work is often due 
not ao much to the actual amount of other 
work as to waste of time. By carefully plan- 
ning our university work, much time could be 
saved. There is too much ** scatterment.” All 
too frequently we allow minor routine duties 
to break in at all times. These minor details 
should be concentrated so far as possible at 
certain designated periods, so as to leave un- 
interrupted consecutive time free for research. 
A set of office-hours established and rigidly 
kept wiU gain a Burprisingly large amount of 
time otherwise frittered away. Thus one seri- 
o\is obstacle to research may be readily re- 
moved. 

Finally, I believe that another obstacle of 
importance in many oases is the lack of a 
proper organization of the research work itself. 
For the best results, careful, systematic plan- 
ning is necessary. Too often investigation is 
taken up in a haphazard sort of way, which is 
likely to result in failure. While no rule can 
bo made which will apply to all oases, it is 
certainly true that the topic to be investi- 
gated should be carefully considered before 
the work is undertaken. The literature 
should be scanned sufficiently to make sure that 
the contemplated problem has not already been 
solved, and to render available the experience 
of others in similar fields. Work should not 
be undertaken until the necessary facilities 
are assured to carry it through. In generalt a 
broad fundamental problem of which sxK)oes&* 
ive phases may be worked out through a series 
of years will prove more profitable than a num- 
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bar of shorter, unrelated subjects of investi- 
gation. Wherever possible, cooperation with 
one’s students or oolleogues in research will 
usually yield better results, from the stand- 
point of economy in time and cost, than will 
individual efforts. Such matters may seem 
self-evident to some and trivial to others; but 
I feel sure that in many cases more attention 
to them would be well worth while. In short, 
system is as necessary for efficiency in research 
as in any other kind of work. 

In conclusion, the main points may be em- 
phasised as follows: Obstacles to achievement 
in research are due partly to inherent or hered- 
itary limits of capacity, and partly to environ- 
meutnl factors. The latter, which are to some 
extent within our control, include factors 
determining the mental attitude, which is of 
primary importance. The remaining factors 
include the material facilities, increased sup- 
port for which depends chiefly upon better ap- 
preciation by the public of the value of scien- 
tific work. Lack of time is often another im- 
portant obstacle, which in part may be over- 
come by a more economic arrangement of 
routine duties. Finally an obstacle in many 
cases is the lack in the research work itself of 
systematic planning and organization, which 
is necessary for the highest efficiency. 

0. M. Jackson 

Institute op Anatomy, 

University op Minnesota, 

Minneapolis 


D£. CHASLE8 FEEVEJRICK HOLDEE 
The love of nature is so deeply planted in 
our hearts that even those who have passed 
most of their lives in the artificial atmosphere 
of cities respond quickly and warmly to the 
appeal made by scenic beauty and by the va- 
riety and charm of plant and animal life. 
Hence he who can successfully voice these 
sentiments and satisfy the desire for a better 
knowledge of the life, habits and instincts of 
the denizens of wood, vale and stream, is sure 
of wide recognition and appreciation. 

It can safely be said that no one in our 
land has more perfectly realized these condi- 
tione than the late Dr. Charles Frederick 


Holder, who passed away on October 10, 1916, 
in his home at Pasadena, California. At once 
an enthusiastic sportsman and an enemy to. 
all indiscriminate destruction of animal life, 
he possessed a rare blend of qualities some- 
times regarded as incompatible one with the 
other. Something of his repugnance to the 
reckless slaughtering of animals character- 
istic of too many hunters, may possibly have 
been due to the fact that he came of stanch 
Quaker stock, one of his direct ancestors, 
Christopher Holder, having founded, in 1666, 
the first society of Friends in America.^ 

Charles Frederick Holder was bom in 
Lynn, Massachusetts, August 5, 1861, and re- 
ceived his early education in the Friends’ 
school at Providence, Rhode Island, and in 
Allen’s preparatory school at West Hewton, 
Massachusetts, as well as from private tutors; 
later on he developed an inclination toward 
naval life, and in 1860 entered the United 
States Naval Academy at Annapolis, but did 
not pursue the course there up to graduation. 
From his boyhood he showed the taste for 
hunting and fishing, and at the same time for 
the study of the habits of birds and fish, that 
was destined to grow with his growth and be- 
come the aim and pleasure of his life. 

In 1871, though but twenty years old, he 
bocamo assistant curator of the American Mu- 
seum of Natural History in New York City, 
and held this position until 1876. The pres- 
ent writer cooperated with Dr. Holder for 
nine weeks in packing up the 1,000,000 speci- 
mens of the James Hall paleontological col- 
lection in Albany, prior to their transfer to 
the American Museum of Natural History in 
New York City. His marriage to Miss Sarah 
Elizabeth Ufford, of Brooklyn, took place No- 
veiriber 8, 1879. 

That one so devoted to nature study and to 
sport should be attracted toward California, 
especially toward southern California, can be 
easily understood; however, ill health was the 
determining cause of Dr. Holder’s removal in 
lfl86 to that state, where he established his 

iTWa is related in Ur. Holder's interesting 
bt>ok, Holders of Holdemesa, or Pioneer 

Quakers. ’ ’ 
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:ne8i<leiice in beautiful Pasadena, California's 

Crown City." Here he carried on the liter- 
ary work that had long taken up the greater 
part of his time, his numerous publications, 
both books and magsKine articles, treating al- 
most without exception of the beauties and 
mysteries of animate nature. His enthusiasm 
for his favorite theme and his happy facility 
in expression, combined to make the perusal 
of his books and papers both a pleasure and a 
stimulus for his many readers, as well in this 
country as abroad. 

His influence in Pasadena, both social and 
educational, was felt and gratefully recog- 
nised by his fellow-citizens. He was chosen 
president of the local board of education, and 
:a trustee both of Throop College of Technol- 
ogy and of the normal school, and was hon- 
orary curator of the college museum. From 
this institute he received a call to fill the chair 
wof zoology, but did not accept. However, 
shortly before his death, he was appointed pro- 
fessor emeritus of the Oharlee Frederick 
Holder chair of zoology, the foundation of 
which was due to the instrumentality of his 
lifelong friend, advisor and enoourager, Br. 
George E. Hale, director of Moimt Wilson Ob- 
servatory. The income of the $50,000 raised 
for this foundation, goes, after Dr. Holderis 
death, to his widow for her lifetime. 

All movements for the protection of animal 
life found in him an ardent supporter, 
whether as member of a society or as its pre- 
siding officer. He was long a member of the 
American Scenic and Historic Preservative 
Society, and in the Wild Life Protection 
League of America he was president of the 
department of southern Calif omia; he also 
belonged to the National Conservation So- 
ciety* the American Game Protective and 
Propagation Association, the American Fish- 
eries Society* B,iad was president of the Los 
Angeles Society for the Protection of Game. 
He held the office of vice-president in the 
Audubon Society of California and in the Los 
Angeles Zoological Society. On the other 
lhand, as a sportsman he has the credit of be- 
ix^ the first to catch a leaping tuna, weighing 
over 100 pounds, with rod and reel* so that the 


catch was a legitimate result of a contest be- 
tween a fisherman's skill and the strength and 
activity of hie eventual victim. The rod used 
on this occasion is still to be seen at the Tuna 
Club on Catalina Island, of which Dr. Holder 
was the founder, his pen having been the most 
potent factor in making the island and its 
neighboring waters a favorite resort for fish- 
ermen. With Dr. F. F. Howland he founded 
the Tournament of Roses," one of Pasa- 
dena’s great attractions. 

Socially he was one of the most genial and 
sympathetic of men. He thoroughly enjoyed 
social intercourse with those whose interests 
were like his own, and was ever ready to aid 
them in realizing their aims. The leading so- 
cial club of Pasadena, the Valley Hunt Club, 
was founded by him, and he was a member of 
the Twilight Club of that city. Other clubs 
to which ho belonged as member, or honorary 
member, were: Sunset Club of Los Angeles, 
Tarpon Club of Texas, Aransas Pass Tarpon 
Club, South California Rod and Reel Club, 
Authors' Club of London, Sea Anglers' Club 
of Glasgow, British Sea Anglers' Society of 
London, Fly Fishing Club of London, Cast- ^ 
ing Club of Paris. lu 1911 the Aoad4mie des 
Sports of Paris awarded him a gold medal. 
In a field less exclusively his own, he was a 
member of the New York Academy of Sci- 
ences, of the National Geographic Society and 
the Linnaean Society. 

It is impossible to do more than mention a 
few of the more notable publications of Dr. 
Holder, as, for example, "Elements of Zool- 
ogy" (1885), " Living Lights " (1887), “Louis 
Agassiz, his Life" (1892), “ Along the Florida 
Reef” (1892), “Stories of Animal Life" 
(1900), “Half-Hours with Nature” (1901), 

“ The Log of a Sea Angler,” “ Life and Sport 
in the Open in Southern California," “Big 
Game Fish at Sea " (1878-70). Among hie al- 
most innumerable magazine papers were a series 
of articles in Forest and Stream, This repre- 
sents but a fraction of the literary work of 
one who by precept and example furthered the 
true interests of sport* and aroused and fos- 
tered in a large rirde of readers a taste for 
the observation and study of nature. 
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Tbe funeral services took place at his late 
residence, 475 Belief ontaine Street, Pasadena, 
the Rev. Robert Freeman officiating. There 
were present to do honor to his memory many 
prominent people from all parts of soutliem 
Oalifomia. The actiYe pallbearers, selected 
from among the intimate x)erBonal friends of 
Dr. Holder, were: 0. D. Daggett, Dr. Francis 
F. Rowland, Welter Wotkins, Walter Ray- 
mond, William R. Staats and A. Stephen 
Halsted. ITotable among the many letters of 
condolence received by Mrs. Holder, was a 
warm tribute of regard from Gifford Pinchot, 
who was in strong sympathy with Dr. Holder’s 
tireless work in behalf of the conservation of 
wild life in our land. 

Geobqe F. Kvm 


SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

Officers of the Royal Society were elected 
at the anniversary meeting on November 30 
as follows: President, Sir J. J. Thomson in 
succession to Sir William Orooks; Treasurer, 
Sir A. B. Kempe; Secretaries, Professor A. 
Schuster and Mr. W. B. Hardy; Foreign Sec~ 
retary. Dr. D. H. Scott; Other Members of the 
Council, ProfosBOT J. G. Adami, Sir T. Clif- 
ford Allbutt, Dr. F. F. Blackman, Dr. Dugald 
Clerk, Sir William Crookes, Professor A. 
Dendy, Professor J. Stanley Gardiner, Dr. H. 
Head, Mr. G. W. Lamplugh, Professor A. E. 
H. Love, Major P. A. MacMahon, Professor 
A, Smithells^ Professor E. H. Starling, Mr, 
R. Threlf all and Sir Philip Watts. 

M. Maueioe Caullery, professor of organic 
evolution in the University of Paris and 
president of the Zoological Society of France, 
has been appointed to be exchange professor 
from the French universities at Harvard Uni- 
versity and will lecture at Cambridge during 
the second semester. 

Charles Clark WiLLOtJOHBY has been ap- 
pointed director of the Peabody Museum of 
Amerioan Archeology and Ethnology of Har- 
vard University. 

At the annual dinner of the Geographic So- 
ciety of Chicago, which will be held in the 
Congress Hotel on January 8, the gold medal 


of the society will be presented to General 
William C. Gorgas. 

Dr, Ernst Ehlers, professor of zoology at 
Gottingen, has celebrated his eightieth birth- 
day. 

The prize of the Martin Brunner founda- 
tion in NUrnberg has been awarded to Dr. 
Jakob Wolff, of Berlin, for his work on cancer. 

On November 23 at Aberdeen, S. D., the 
South Dakota State Academy of Science was 
organized with the following officers: 

President, H. I. Jones. 

First Vice-president, E. A, Path. 

Second Vice-president, O. B, Overman. 

Treasurer, A. Mahre. 

Seoretary, B. J, Gilmore. 

The meetings of the organization are held at 
the same time and place as the State Educa- 
tional Association. 

At the annual meeting of the American As- 
sociation of Clinical Research, held recently 
in Philadelphia, the following officers were 
elected: President, Dr. Coleman, of New 
York City; First Vice-president, Dr. William 
B. Snow, of New York City; Second Vice- 
president, Dr. Leon T. Ashcraft, of Philadel- 
phia. Dr. James Kraus, of Boston, is Perma- 
nent Secretary of the organization. 

At the annual meeting of the Faraday So- 
ciety, London, Sir Robert Hadfield was elected 
president. 

The following, as we learn from Nature, 
have been elected officers of the Cambridge 
Philosophical Society for the ensuing session : 
President, Professor Newell; Vice-presidents, 
Dr. Shipley, Dr. Fenton, Professor Edding- 
ton; Treasurer, Professor Hobson; Secretaries^ 
Mr. A. Wood, Dr. Arber, Mr, G. H. Hardy; 
New Members of the Council, Dr. Bromwich, 
Dr. Doncaster, Mr. C. G. Lamb, Dr. Marr, Mr. 
J. E. Purvis. 

There is also given in Nature the list of 
officers elected at the anniversaiy meeting of 
the Mineralogical Society which follows: 
President, W. Barlow; Vice-presidents, Pro- 
fessors H. L. Bowman, A. Hutchinson; Treas- 
urer, Sir William P. Beale, Bart.; General 
Secretary, Dr. G. T. Prior; Foreign Secretary, 
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Profoasor W. W. Watte; Editor of the Jour- 
nal, L. J. Spencer; Ordinary Members of 
Council^ Br. J. J. Harris Teall, F. N. Ash- 
croft, ProfesBor H. Hilton, A. Russell, W. 
Campbell Smith, Dr. J. W. Evans, Hr. F. H, 
Hatch, J, A. Howe, T. V. Barker, G. Barrow, 
Dr. C. G. Cullis, F. P. Mennell. 

Dr. W. F. M. Goss, dean of the College of 
Engineering of the University of lUinois, has 
made a final report to the Chicago Association 
of Commerce on his investigation in railroad 
smoke abatement. With this report Dean 
Goes finished his labors as chief engineer of 
tile expert commission that was appointed five 
years ago, after having devoted two years to it, 
being on leave of absence from the university 
in order to serve the commission. 

The annual gardeners^ banquet in St. Louis, 
provided for in Mr. Shaw’s will, was held on 
iN'ovember 19 at the Liederkranz Club. Mr. 
John K. M!. L. Farquhar, of Boston, president 
of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, 
and past president of the Society of American 
Florists and Ornamental Horticulturists was 
the speaker of the evening. 

Da. Joseph E. Pooue, associate professor of 
geology and mineralogy of Northwestern Uni- 
versity, will lecture before the Geographic So- 
ciety of Chicago on December 16, his subject 
being “ Through the Heart of Colombia.” 

At the recent National Conference on Mar- 
keting and Farm Credits held in Chicago, Dr. 
F. H. Newell, head of the department of civil 
engineering at the University of Illinois, gave 
an address in which he urged the adoption of 
a system of rural credits which would meet the 
needs of farmers operating irrigated lands. 

The Long Fox lecture was delivered by Dr. 
Richardson Cross, at the University of Bristol, 
on December 1, on " The Evolution of the 
Sense of Sight.” 

The untimely death of Mr. Ohas. F. Adams, 
well-known physics teacher of Detroit (Octo- 
ber 29, 1914), has been the inspiration for 
many to join in a college scholarship fund in 
his honor. The Charles Francis Adams Memo- 


rial Scholarship Fund raised by citizens, 
teachers and former students, now amounts to 
$1,800, but it is expected will readh $1,500. 
Mr. R. V. Allman, former instructor in the 
University of Michigan, succeeds Hr. Adams. 
The Detroit Central High School is one of the 
pibneers giving a full year’s junior college 
work in biology, chemistry, physics and lan- 
guages, now accepted by the University of 
Michigan. 

The medical staff and patients of the Work- 
men’s Circle Sanatorium, Liberty, have adopted 
resolutions regretting the death of Dr. Edward 
Livingston Trudeau, who had for thirty-one 
years worked untiringly and unselfishly in the 
interest of the consiimptive workingmen and 
women, and expressing their appreciation of 
his work by conferring on the hospital build- 
ing of the Workmen’s Circle Sanatorium, the 
name " Trudeau.” 

At a meeting of the directors of the Wash- 
ington Association for the Prevention of 
Tuberculosis, resolutions were drafted paying 
tribute to the unselfish character of General 
George M, Sternberg, late president of the 
association, and to his valuable contributions 
to preventive medicine. 

Ohvillk Adelbert Derby, distingxiished for 
his work in geology, died by suicide in Rio 
Janeiro, on November 2T. He had been chief 
of the gfeological survey of Brazil since 1907 
and previously since 1875 connected with the 
survey and the National Museum, except for 
two years when he was instructor in OorneD 
University, He was bom in New York State 
in 1861. 

Dr. Charles Callaway, of Cheltenham, who 
was one of the pioneers in the study of the 
Arobcsan rooks of the British Isles, has died 
at the age of seventy-seven years. 

Nature records the death, in his eighty-sixth 
year, of Jir, Charles Fortey, who web for many 
years honorary curator of the Ludlow N&tural 
History Society's Museum. 

Mr. j. Sznolair, author of works on stock'* 
breeding and agrieulture, died on November 5 
at the age of sigty'fihree yeariL 
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The death is announced of Dr. 0. J. Bouch- 
ard, . meritus professor of pathology in the 
UniTersity of Paris. 

All persons who intend to present papers 
before Section E, geology and geography, of 
the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, at the Columbus meeting, 
should submit title of paper and abstract to 
Professor George F. Kay, Iowa City, Iowa. 

A NEW method of manufacturing sulphuric 
acid, for which advantages are claimed, is sug- 
gested in United States Department of Agri- 
culture Bulletin No. 288, “ The Production of 
Sulphuric Acid and a Proposed New Method 
of Manufacture/' The essential difference of 
the method is that the gases employed are 
drawn downward through a spiral flue in place 
of being drawn through lead chamljers or in- 
termedia to towers. It is asserted that the re- 
sistance of gases to the downward pull and the 
constant change in their course through the 
spiral tend to mix them very intimately. The 
fact that the gases constantly impinge on the 
walls of the spiral flue, which can be cooled 
either by air or water, makes it practicable to 
maintain the gases at a temperature most 
favorable for the efficient yield of sulphuric 
acid. In laboratory teats in which the spiral 
was utilized, practically all the sulphur dioxid 
was oxidized to sulphuric acid, only traces 
being lost through escape or in the system. 
The lead spiral, the author points out, how- 
ever, is not intended to replace the Glover 
tower, nor to do away with the Gay-Lussac 
tower. It is believed that while the lead spiral 
will take oonaiderable lead, the great reduction 
it will effect in the chamber space will make it 
possible to construct a plant with consider- 
ably less lead than is required in the ordinary 
chamber eystem. The new type of plant re- 
quire® no other device to accelerate the reac- 
tions, occupies much less ground space, and 
would not need as large buildings, and there- 
fore should decrease the initial cost of con- 
struction. The method, however, has been 
tried only on a laboratory scale, and the bulle- 
tin refuses to predict just how efficient the 


commercial plant would be, but states that all 
indications are that this method offers promise 
of being economically successful. 

The area of the Obugach National Forest, 
Alaska, which is to be crossed by the railroad 
that the government is building from Seward 
to Fairbanks, is reduced nearly one half by a 
proclamation, signed by President Wilson, re- 
turning approximately 5,802,000 acres to the 
public domain. This action follows classifica- 
tion of the land by the Forest Service showing 
that the areas involved are not of high enough 
timber value to warrant government protec- 
tion, and moans the largest elimination of na- 
tional forest land ever made by a single presi- 
dential proclamation. The boundaries of the 
forest, as redrawn by the president's procla- 
mation, now contain approximately 5,818,000 
acres, supporting about eight billion feet of 
merchantable timber. On the area thrown out 
of the forest there is in the aggregate a large 
amount of timber, but it is so sparse and scat- 
tered as to be of little or no commercial value. 
The laud remaining within the forest, how- 
ever, contains the largest and most accessible 
supply of timber for the development of the 
great mineral fields to the north of Bering 
River, and is the region in which the Alaskan 
Engineering Commission has been authorized 
to cut 85 million feet of timber for use in con- 
structing the government's new railroad. On 
account of the time required for cutting and 
seasoning construction timber, the commission 
has had to purchase some lumber from Wash- 
ington and Oregon, but as cutting has already 
commenced on the Ohugach, it is expected that 
the Alaskan timber will soon be serving the 
needs of the railroad builders. The lands elim- 
inated by the proclamation are in three large 
tracts; one along the entire southerly slope of 
the Ohugach Mountains, the second lying 
northeast of Seward, between Resurrection 
Bay and Kings Bay, and the third, northwest 
of the Kenai Mountains in the region around 
Tufltamena and Skilak lakes. In addition, the 
towns of Hope, Sunrise, Kenai and Ninilchek 
are eliminated. According to the Forest Serv- 
ice, the ohanoe of locating homesteads in the 
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excluded lands is extremely small, since they 
contain few agricultural areas, although in 
some localities there are said to be small 
patches suitable for farming. 

We learn from Nature that the council of 
the Chemical Society has sent to every fellow 
a letter directing attention to the government 
scheme for the organization and development 
of ecientiho and industrial research. In ao^ 
cor dance with this scheme, a committee of the 
privy council has been appointed, and also an 
advisory council of scientific men whose pri- 
mary functions are to advise the committee of 
council on — (i) proposals for instituting spe- 
cific researches; (ii) proposals for establishing 
or developing special institutions or depart- 
ments of existing institutions for the scientifi^c 
study of problems affecting particular indus- 
tries and trades; (iii) the establishment and 
award of research studentships and fellow- 
ships. The council of the Chemical Society 
considers it to be the urgent duty of every 
fellow to render all assistance possible to the 
advisory council by suggesting suitable sub- 
jects for research. As pointed out in the White 
Paper, the results of all researches financed by 
public funds will be made available under 
proper conditions for the public advantage, 
and the council feels assured that every f^ow 
will place patriotic duty before private gain at 
such a time. Suggestions for purely scientific 
researches will be appreciated, but those having 
a direct bearing on chemical industry and its 
promotion will naturally receive a ijreforence. 

PoLLOWiNG Secretary Lane^s instructions to 
put special effort into its potash investiga- 
tions, the United States Geological Survey is 
publishing the suggestion that a possible source 
of potash may exist in the tailings piled up at 
the concentrating mills of the big copper mines 
in the west. The porphyry ” ores which are 
being mined by the millions of tons annually 
contain several times as much potash as cop- 
per, and this remains in the tailings at the 
mills, material already findly ground and in 
condition for treatment, as well as easily ao- 
cossible for shipment. This potash, however, 
is locked up in the form of silicate minerals, 
and the commercial extraction of potash from 


silicates has been for several years the subject 
of earnest study by industrial chemists. If 
this problem can be solved, it would appear 
that a large tonnage of potash-bearing mate- 
rial is available in the Western States. The 
brief report issued this week by the Geological 
Survey (Bulletin 620-J) contains typical anal- 
yses of these porphyry” ores from the larg- 
est copper camps in a half-dozen states, as well 
as tonnage estimates of the ore reserves and 
ore already mined and treated. A few check 
analyses of tailings are also published. Sug- 
gestion of a possible xK)tash reserve in these 
tailings originated with B. S. Butler, the geol- 
ogist in charge of the Survey’s statistical study 
of copper, who has based this short paper ux>on 
the published analyses of specimens coUeoted 
by the government geologists in their inves- 
tigations of the mining districts. The signif- 
icant fact regarding this possible source of 
potash is that in quantity it is more than ade- 
quate to meet all the needs of the country as 
measured by present consumption of potash. 
The problem of potash extraction from this 
by-product of the copper industry therefore 
becomes on attractive one for the chemical 
engineer and mineral technologist. 

A PRESS bulletin of the U. S. Geological 
Survey notes that for many years the origin 
of the peninsula of Florida has been the sub- 
ject of speculation among scientists. Some 
sixty years ago the great naturalist Louis 
Agassiz advanced the hypothesis that the 
greater part of the peninsula had been pro- 
duced during comparatively recent times by 
successive growth of coral reefs along its south- 
ern margin, which has thus been extended far- 
ther and farther into the waters of the Gulf. 
A few years later Joseph LeOonte restated his 
view of the organic origin of Florida and sug- 
gested that the work of corals has been largely 
supplemented by mud and other sediments 
dropped by the Gulf Stream. This hypothesis 
was generally accepted as correct for many 
years, but in 1881 Professor Eugene A. Smith 
discovered that the greater part of the penin- 
sula of Florida is underlain at no great depth 
by limestones which are not the work of corals 
and which were formed long before the 
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cent epoch. For the last thirty-four years 
these fundamental rocks of Florida, often 
called the Ocala limestone, have been thought 
to be nearly equivalent in age to the Yidks- 
burg limestone of MisBissippi and Alabama 
and have been called the Vicksburg group, 
A short time ago 0. Wythe Cooke, of the 
Geological Survey, discovered that the Ocala 
or so-called Vicksburg limestone of Florida 
contains many fossil remains of sea shells of 
the same species that occur in the marls near 
Jackson, Miss., and that are known to have 
become extinct before the rocks at Vicksburg 
were deposited. It therefore appears that the 
Ocala limestone is of about the same age as 
the Jackson formation and is considerably 
older than has heretofore been supposed. In- 
stead of being of recent origin, as was thought 
by Agassiz and LeConte, the Floridian 
plateau was in existence during the Eocene 
era — probably two million years ago. A copy 
of Mr. Cookers paper on the age of the Ocala 
limestone, which is technical and intended 
mainly for the use of professional geologists, 
will be sent free on application to the Di- 
rector, United States Geological Survey. 


VmvmSITT AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS 

Mrs. Kusskll Sage has given Syracuse Uni- 
versity a fund to build a college of agricul- 
ture as a memorial to her father, Joseph 
Slocum. The building is to cost several hun- 
dred thousand dollars, the exact sum to be de- 
cided later. The site for the building is to be 
determined at a meeting of the university 
trustees, December 14. Construction will be 
started early in the spring. 

A NEW building will be constructed for the 
University of Dlinois Medical School in Chi- 
cago for the clinical courses. The initial cost 
is to be about $100,000, which will pay for one 
wing. This will be added to later as the de- 
mand for room increases. 

The trustees of Delaware College have made 
plana for the expenditure of a gift of $600,000 
to the ooll^ by an unnamed donor. A report 
submitted by H. Bodney Sharp, chairman of 


the Plane and Development Committee, which 
was approved by the board, showed that $260,- 
000 will be used for a science hall to hou^e the 
agricultural and chemical departments, $75,- 
000 to remodel the old dormitory building and 
turn it into a commons for the students, and 
$200,000 will bo set aside for maintenance. 

Fihb early on December 7 destroyed the 
Thompson chemical laboratory of Williams 
College, a three-story brick structure, loss of 
which is estimated at $100,000. The fire 
started in a workroom on the first floor from 
spontaneous combustion, according to the col- 
lege authorities and quickly spread through 
the building. 

Warsaw University and Warsaw Observa- 
tory have been transferred by the Russians to 
Rostow-upon-Don. At the same time the Ger- 
man government has reestablished the Univer- 
sity of Warsaw, and added a faculty of medi- 
cine. Dr. von Brudsynski has been appointed 
rector, and Professor Wilhelm Paszkowski, in 
charge of the academic information bureau at 
Berlin, has been sent to Warsaw to advise on 
the reorganization of the university. 

Dr. Edwin B. Craighead, whom the state 
board of education failed to reelect as presi- 
dent of the University of Montana, has been 
elected commissioner of education of the State 
University of North Dakota, The three pro- 
fessors of the University of Montana which 
the board of education failed to reelect, Pro- 
fessor Mary Stewart, dean of women, Dr. T. 
B. Bolton, professor of psychology, and Dr, G. 
F. Reynolds, professor of English, have been 
reelected. They have, however, been given 
leave of absence for the coming year. 

Dr. Willum Ophuls, professor of pathol- 
ogy, has been appointed acting dean of the 
Stanford University Medical School, in place 
of Dr. R. L. Wilbur, whose term as president 
of Stanford University begins January 1, 
1916. 

At the University of Kansas, Dr, 0. H, 
Ashton has been promoted from an associate 
professorship to a full professorship of mathe- 
matics. 
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Mibb Oertrupe I. MoOAm has been ap- 
pointed professor of mathematics in the West- 
ern College for Women, Oxford, Ohio. 


maCUBSlON and CO^:RESFOyDDNCE 

A REMARKABLE ECLIPSE 

To THE Editor of Science : Eclipses of the 
sun and moon occur with such frequency and 
are so similar in character and appearance that 
a distinction between them sufficiently great 
to be noticed by the uncritical observer would 
seem to be out of the question. The cause of 
eclipses is well known, and as they may be 
easily calculated the times of their occurrence 
and nature of their appearance are always pub- 
lished in the Nautical Almanac two or three 
years before they actually take place. Total 
eclipses of the sun have fer many years afforded 
the necessary darkness for observing the heav- 
ens in close proximity to the sun ; and numer- 
ous expeditions have been sent to distant parts 
of the earth in order to take advantage of the 
few moments of additional darkness thus 
afforded; and much interesting and useful 
information concerning the physical constitu- 
tion of the sun has been obtained in this man- 
ner. At the present time, however, the chief 
importance of eclipses lies in the opportunities 
they afford for testing the accuracy of the cal- 
culations of mathematicians, and the correct- 
ness of the physical theories on which such 
calculations are based; and for this purpose 
the distinction between partial and total 
eclipses is of little importance. 

In the year 1916 there were only two eclipses, 
both of the sun. The first occurred on Eeb- 
ruary 13 under ordinary circumstances; the 
central eclipse began at sunrise in ihe Indian 
Ocean a few degrees to the southward of the 
island of Madagascar; passing along the north- 
western coast of Australia, it crossed the island 
of New Guinea and ended at sunset in the 
North Pacific Ocean. The second eclipse took 
place on August 10; beginning at sunrise a 
few degrees to the southward of the Japanese 
Islands in the North Pacific Ocean. It moved 
to the eastward a few degrees southward of the 
Sandwich Islands at noon, and ended at sun- 
set in the South Pacific Ocean. These two 


eclipses were very similar in character in 06 
far as outward appearances are concerned. 
Their relative importance arises from the very 
dissimilar Conditions under which they took 
place. In the eclipse of August 10 the 
» centers of the sun, moon and earih were very 
nearly in ike same straight line, I have ex- 
amined the record of all the eclipses that have 
taken place since the year 1767; and I find 
that in the year 1903 there were two very sim- 
ilar eclipses; one of which took place on Feb- 
ruary 21 and the other on August 17 of that 
year. 

It has, therefore, been one hundred and twelve 
pears since a similar eclipse happened; and 1 
find that the next similar eclipse will occur on 
July 11, 1991, or seventy ‘six years from the 
present time. It is, therefore, only on very 
rare occasions that such eclipses take place and 
this fact seems worthy of mention in the his- 
torical record of important eclipses. 

It may, however, interest the reader to know 
how or why I happened to make this important 
discovery, as it has been many years sinoe I 
was engaged in the discussion of eclipses for 
chronological purposes. I will, therefore, give 
a brief account of my investigations which so 
happily led to this discovery. 

In the early summer of the year 1906 I was 
much embarrassed by a superfluity of leisure, 
and nnable to pass my time agreeably with 
nothing to do, I had then recently been read- 
ing G. H. Darwin^s interesting book on The 
Tides and Kindred Phenomena/' and learned 
that the mathematical theory of the tides was 
in a very unsatisfactory condition. I had read 
in my younger days the explanations of the 
tides by Newton and by Laplace. These ex- 
planations seemed so plausible that I then ac- 
cepted them as correct. But as I had devoted 
the greater part of my life to the discussion 
of gravitational problems, the l^ought ooourred 
to me tibat possibly a new disoussion of an <dd 
problem might throw additional ligrht upon a 
subject which was confessedly very obscure. 
I therefore concluded to undertake a critioM 
diaemsBion of the theory of the tides, and the 
discovery of the resnarkable edipse came as a 
bi-produot of that discussion. My leisum hiss 
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ainoe bee^ pleasantly devoted to a study of the 
tides and other kindred problems. 

In my investigation of the tidal problems 
1 have based my work on the two following 
postulates; namely; 

Fiest: If a solid hody of any figure what- 
ever he covered by a fluid in equilihriuin, the 
gravity at every point of the surface will he 
the same; and 

Second: If the fluid covering a solid body 
be free to flow, and the gravity at different 
points of its surface he disturbed in any man- 
ner whatever, the fluid will flow from points 
where gravity is less to points where gravity is 
greater; and it will continue to flow until the 
gravity at all points of the surface becomes 
equal 

If these postulates in regard to the equilib- 
rium of fluids be correct the problem of the 
tides becomes greatly simplified, and instead of 
being the most difficult, it becomes the simplest 
problem of celestial mechanics. For it is a 
veory simple problem to calculate just how 
much the earth's gravity at any point of its 
surface is affected by the attraction of the 
sun and moon. Now when the sun or moon 
is overhead we know the gravity at the earth's 
surface directly underneath them is lessened, 
and W6 also know that the gravity at all points 
where the sun or moon is in the horizon is in- 
creased by their attraction. It therefore fol- 
lows from the second postulate that the water 
directly under the aim or moon will flow away 
towards the horizon in every direction ; and in- 
stead of being heaped up under the moon as 
claimed by Newton and his successors, will be 
dispeiTBed along a great circle of the earth 
whose pole is directly under the sun or moon, 
thus making a thin ribbon or narrow zone of 
high water of uniform depth and extending 
completely around the earth, instead of being 
piled up in the form of protuberance under the 
moon. 

It also follows that there will be a zone of 
low wato' directly under the moon instead of a 
protuberance of high water as claimed by 
Newton. 

Now since there are two disturbing bodies, 
the sun and the moon, acting independently of 


each other, it is evident that there will be two 
independent high-water waves passing com- 
pletely around a great circle of the ear^; and 
since all great oiroles intersect or cross each 
other at opposite extremities of a diameter, it 
follows that there will always be two points of 
intersection, or two places of high water, which 
may be observed at all times, provided we 
know where to look for them. It also follows 
that high tides are not restricted to the times 
of new and full moon, but exist at all times. 

The problem of the tides is therefore greatly 
simplified and reduced to one of finding where 
the high-water waves produced by the attrac- 
tion of the sun and moon cross each other, for 
at these points the single wave is equal to the 
sum of the two separate waves; and the com- 
putation of the places where the tidal waves 
cross each other is very easy and mu<di 
simpler than the computation of on eclipse. 

The plane of the solar tidal wave is always 
perpendicular to the ecliptic, and passes 
through the center of the earth and poles of 
the ecliptic; and its position is known at all 
times. The plane of the lunar tidal wave is 
always perpendicular to the plane of the moon's 
orbit ; but as the moon's orbit is inclined to the 
ecliptic by about 5®, it follows that the poles of 
the moon's orbit are always at a distance of fi® 
from the polos of the ecliptic. But the inclina- 
tion of the moon's orbit to the ecliptic is always 
the same, while the nodes of the orbit on the 
ecliptic are in motion, and perform a complete 
revolution in about nineteen years. It follows 
from this that the poles of the moon's orbit 
move in a small circle of 6® radius around the 
poles of the ecliptic, making a revolution in 
nineteen years. The position of the lunar 
tidal wave thus becomes known at all times; 
and since the position of the solar tidal wave 
is also known at the same time, it becomes an 
easy matter to calculate the place of their in- 
tersection, which is the place of high tide. 

Now since the moon's nodes are moving 
backward on the ecliptic 1®.5649 during each 
lunation, it follows that the tides of no two 
consecutive lunations will be precisely the 
same; but they may be more easily calculated 
than most other celestial phenomena. 
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In the early spring of the present year 
(1915) I had BO far completed the oonatniction 
of mathematical formulas for the computation 
of the tides, that I actually computed the lati- 
tude at which the two tidal waves crossed each 
other at noon of each day during the lunation 
between May 13 and June 13. This calcula- 
tion led to the discovery that, whatever may 
be the relative declinations of the sun and 
moon at the moment of conjunction or oppo- 
sition in right ascension, the two tidal waves 
will always cross each other exactly at the 
equator; and at the distance of 90° both east 
and west from the meridian on which the sun 
and moon are situated. During this lunation 
the two tidal waves crossed each other at an 
angle which varied between 4° 20' and 90° ; 
and tlie latitudes at which they crossed each 
other were less than 40° during about three 
days, at the times of new and full moon; 
while during the twenty-six or twenty-seven 
remaining days of the lunation the high water 
was confined within the latitude of 45° and 
Y0°, making a typical liigh-water zone of about 
25® in breadth. 

Now it will be remembered by readers who 
are familiar with tidal history, that both New- 
ton and Laplace were greatly embarrassed by 
the fact that the highest tides did not occur 
at the time when the acting forces were the 
greatest, but about a day and a half later; 
and in order to explain this default of theory, 
they were obliged to assume the operation of 
fictitious or imagmary causes. The observa- 
tions on which their theories were based were 
made in southern England or northern France, 
in latitudes in which the united tidal wave did 
not usmlly reach until about a day and a half 
after the time of new or full moon; and the 
reason it was not observed was not on account 
of its non-existence but because it was on duty 
in another place. 

We shall now consider the united tidal wave 
during the lunation beginning with the full 
moon of July and ending with that of August. 
According to the data given in the American 
Ephemeris, the two tidal waves at the instant 
of conjunction on August 10 made an angle 
with each other amounting to only 43.8"; bo 


that they wore practically superposed the one 
upon the other throughout their whole extent 
and reaching entirely around the earth* But 
as the lunar tidal wave travels over the earth’s 
surface about thirteen times as fast as the 
solar tidal wave, they soon part company near 
the equator, each wave revolving around its 
own polar axis; and at the end of a single day 
the latitude of the united tidal wave will be 
found at 61° 40' and the two tidal waves will 
cross each other at an angle of about 11° 20'. 
The united tidal wave will then remain on or 
very near to the parallel of 62° of latitude 
until near the end of the lunation; and there 
would be a daily succession of uniformly high 
tides on that parallel of latitude during nearly 
a whole month. 

We have thus far considered only that por- 
tion of the tidal waves which rises above the 
normal surface of the ocean ; but the water can 
not rise at any given place on the earth’s sur- 
face without an equivalent depression at some 
other point; and a correct theory of the tides 
will explain equally well all the conditions 
incident to their formation. Now we know 
that the earth’s surface-gravity is diminished 
by the attraction of the sun and moon at all 
points of the surface that are less than 54° 44' 
of angular distance from those bodies, and in- 
creased for all greater distances. It therefore 
follows that all fluids that are under the sun 
and moon and are free to flow, will flow away 
from the point directly under the sun or 
moon, instead of towards it, as required by the 
present accepted theory of the tides. This fol- 
lows for two reasons : First, because the 
earth’s gravity is greater in that direction, 
and, second, because the tangential forces of 
the sun and moon actually push all bodies in 
that direction. This is one of the most beau- 
tiful and interesting consequences arising 
from the gravitation of matter; for, were the 
manner of its action to be reversed, the earth 
would no longer be habitable by man or beast; 
for the sim would be hidden by a perpetual 
doud by day, and the moon by night; and 
neither of the luminaries would be visible ex^ 
oept at rare and uncertain mtervals. 

Sir John Hersohel in his ^'Outlines of 
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Aetronomy ’’ has called attention to the un- 
explained fact that the full moon tends to 
disperse the clouds under it. This follows as 
a necessary consequence of gravitation; but it 
is not restricted to the full moon, but is in 
active operation at all times by both sun and 
moon. The fact is however most easily ob- 
served at the time when the sun is absent. 

Incidentally we may mention that were the 
moon's orbit in the plane of the ecliptic, the 
eclipse conditions of the tenth of Aiigust would 
be mostly relocated at each new moon; but the 
tidal phenomena would bo fundamentally dif- 
ferent. In the supposed case the crossing of 
the two tidal waves would be constantly at 
the pole of the ecliptic during the whole luna- 
tion, and the high tides would be confined to 
the latitudes of the arctic and antarctic circles. 
If, at the same time, the earth's equator were 
shifted into the ecliptic, there would be a 
constant elevation of water at both poles of 
the earth, while all other places on the surface 
of the earth would have four simple tidal waves 
each day. The general problem of the height 
of the tidal wave at any time and place on 
the earth's surface can not be considered here, 
but tables for that purpose have already been 
computed, though still unpublished. 

*We see from this exposition of the subject 
that all the infinite variety of tidal phenomena 
are fully explained by the operation of the 
forces of gravitation as developed under exist- 
ing conditions in the solar system. The 
eclipse of August 10 represents a case in which 
the forces of the sun and moon act in perfect 
harmony during a few minutes of time; but it 
recurs at such infrequent and uncertain in- 
tervals that nothing useful can be learned 
from a single performance unless there be 
some known theoretical connection with pre- 
ceding and subsequent events. The problem 
of the tides, which has been aptly called the 

Middle of the Affes/* and designated in de- 
spair by an anoient philosopher as " the tomb 
tyf human curioeity/* may therefore now bo 
considered as oompleteJy solved. 

John N. Stookwell 


ON THE DECREE OF EXACTNESS OF THE GAMMA 
FUNCTION NECESSARY IN CURVE FITTING^ 

The note by Mr. P. F, Everitt in a recent 
number of this journaP discussing an earlier 
note by the present writer® seems so likely 
to obscure the essential point and pur- 
pose for which the earlier note was written 
that it appears desirable to advert to the sub- 
ject once more. 

In practical biometric work the gamma 
function is chiefly (though of course not en- 
tirely) used in connection with the fitting of 
Pearson's skew frequency curves, where such 
function appears in the expression for In 
other words, the exactness of approximation 
to the gamma function in these cases can af- 
fect nothing but the calculation of the ordi- 
nates and areas of the fitted curve. The writer 
finds it difficult to conceive of such circum- 
stances in the ordinary prosecution of prac- 
tical statistical researches as would necessi- 
tate or warrant the calculation of the ordi- 
nates or areas of a frequency curve to more 
than two places of decimals. This being the 
case, it seemed desirable, in the earlier paper, 
to call attention to the fact that a quite suffi- 
ciently “exact" approximation to the values 
of the gamma functions could be made by 
simple interpolation in a table of log ] n. 

In order that the statistical worker may 
form his own judgment as to what degree of 
exactness in approximating the gamma func- 
tion is necessary in calculating Table I. is 
presented. This table shows, for four differ- 
ent skew frequency curves, the change pro- 
duced in by altering the logarithm of the 
term involving gamma functions by the fol- 
lowing amounts : .0000001, .000001, .00001, 
.0001 and .001. The curves used for illustra^ 
tion are taken from Pearson's memoir “ On 
the Mathematical Theory of Errors of Judg- 
ment, with Special Eeference to the Personal 
Equation." * 

The curve marked I- in the table is Pear- 

1 Papers from the Biological Laboratory of the 
Maine Agricultural Experiment Station, No. 90, 

S SOIBNOB, K S., Vol. XLII., pp. 453-455, 1915. 

s SontNC®, N. S., Vol. XLI., pp. 506-607, 1916. 

4PA<I. Prana., Vol. 198A, pp, 236-299, 1902. 


OXAVELAND, 
November 4, 1915 
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son's “Bright-line” (3) curve® and has the 
equation 


( T \ 3,96821 

' +n:o8r6) 


0 14.4564) 


5,17169 


Curve II. is Fearson^s ‘‘Bisection” (8) 
curved and has the equation 

/ \0.4]M5/ X \ 8.39995 

y -71 .66248 + j j 349400) V“6i98m) 

Curve III. is Pearson’s “ Bisection ” (2-8) 
curve'' and has the equation 


( a- \ 9.768866/ X 

^ ■*' 16.10672) (* “ i¥.65^4) 


Curve IV. is Pearson’s “Bisection” (1-2) 
curve^ and has the equation 


( X \ *5.890666 / T \ 

^ "^2816^2) V 37^6^23} 


47.364605 


It will be noted that these are all Type I 
curves and represent a rather wide range of 
values of the a’s and m’s. The expression for 
in a Type I curve is 


_ ^ 

where 

r(m,’+T)r(^"+i)‘ 


The table shows the change in the maximum 
ordinate^ produced by altering log K to the 
amount indicated. 


TABL£ I 

Showing the Maximum Effect on an Ordinate of 
the Curve Produced hy a Change in the 
Vatue of the Log Oamma Term of 
the Indicated .Amount 


Amount of Cbnnge in Los X 


Curve 

UMXXKXn 

.000001 

.00001 

.0001 

.001 

I 

.00002 

.00013 

.00123 

.01220 

.12303 

II 

.00002 

.00016 

.00164 

.01647 

.16496 

lil... 

.00001 

,00014 1 

.00137 

.01369 

.18700 

IV.... 

.00001 

.00013 

.00180 

.01296 

.12068 


5 Loc, Ht., p, 287, 
^Loc. cit, p, 288. 
^ Loc. eit, p. 288. 
«Lo 0 , eit., p, 269. 


Prom this table it is evident that: 

1. An alteration of as much as one in the 
third decimal place in log IT makes a ehange 
iu the maximum ordinate of between 1 and 2 
in the first decimal place, an amount practi- 
t^ally negligible in many curve-fitting studies. 

2. A degree of approximation to logr(n) 
such 06 is obtained by interpolation from a 
table of log { when only eecond differences 
are used in interpolation,® involves errors 
in the fourth decimal place iu log r(n), or 
the fiftli for values of n > 25 circa. These 
mean errors of the order of .02 ca. in the 
maximum ordinate (and, of course, smaller 
absolute errors in all other ordinates). 

3. Interpolation from a table of log | n using 
second difierenoes is, as we concluded in the 
earlier paper, quite sufficiently exact for all 
practical curve-fitting purposes. If any one 
desires to use ten-place logarithms or some 
other method, and make all his computations 
precisely exact to seven (or for the matter of 
that to 16, 20 or 50) places of figures he may, 
of course, do so. It is reasonably open to 
question, however, whether the additional con- 
tributions to knowledge which may fairly be 
expected to accrue from such procedure are 
likely to be of such magnitude or originality 
as to justify the labor. 

Baymond Peabl 

THE OBIOm OP LOST BXVEB AND ITS OIAHT 
POTHOLES 

Ik a short article in Soibnob in 1918,^ Mr, 
Robert W. Sayles, of Harvard University, de- 
scribed and sought to explain the block-filled 
gorge and giant potholes of Lost River, in the 
Kinsman Notch, New Hampshire. During a 
first visit to the place, last summer, I saw cer- 
tain features which seem worthy of attention, 
in formulating any working hypothesis of the 
origin of the phenomena. 

As Mr, Sayles stated. Lost River is a small 
stream which flows eastward from ^e notdi 
between Mt Moosilauke and Mt. Kinsman, 
eddying and cascading beneath a deep pile d 
huge angular bboks and rifted ledges for a 

»C/. Table I, of the writer's earlier paper. 

ivoi. xxxvn., pp. «n-ei8. 
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distance of over a quarter of a mile. The 
ledges and fragments are all of one type of 
rook — a coarse granite gneiss — which also out* 
crops in cliffs on the spur of Mt. Einsman 
immediately above the gorge of Lost River, 
and appears in a talus-like mass of blocks on 
the steep slope between these cliffs and the 
gorge. In many cases the blocks appear to have 
been shifted very little from the ledges against 
which they lie in tipped or overturned xwsi- 
tions; in other oases they are poised in such a 
way as to make it seem likely that they have 
been moved a considerable distance. The pot- 
holes in question include several semi-cylin- 
drical pita or alcoves of from 15 to 36 feet 
diameter, and numerous holes and curved 
channels of much smaller size, similar to the 
potiioles at Agassiz Basin, four miles down the 
stream. The giant potholes are in no case com- 
plete or even approximately so, but appear to 
have been cracked up and dislocated by the 
same agency which jostled the blocks gen- 
erally, along the line of the brook. 

In his paper Mr. Sayles considered three 
agents as possible factors in the breaking up 
of the ledges and scattering of the blocks ; (a) 
frost action, (b) disruption by a moving 
glacier, and (c) earthquake movements along 
the line of the gorge, attended by rock falls 
from the cliff above it He considered frost 
action inadequate because of the depth to 
which the ledges have been ruptured and dis- 
placed, and because in the lowest caverns there 
are “cases where blocks which have slipped 
from between other huge blocks in place have 
left the upper and lower blocks entirely un- 
moved in the solid ledge”; he rejects disrup- 
tion by the moving ice sheet for the same 
reason, adding to it the circumstance that no 
erratic material occurs among the blocks, and 
that in one case a block has been shifted four 
inbhes against tibe direction of advance of the 
tee sheet. He adopts the theory of earthquake 
movement and rock fall because of the close 
tiBsooiation of the blocks of the gorge with the 
inclined heap of blocks on the overha n ging 
slope, on the one hand, and with the cracked 
and tom lodges beside the stream on the 


other; because of lateral movements among the 
blocks, of the pell-mell manner in which they 
are heaped, and because of “smooth slicken- 
eide-like patches.” It is conceived that after 
the potholes had been excavated, by a large 
glacier-fed torrent heading in the Kinsman 
Kotch, an earthquake, originating along the 
line of the gorge, cracked the river-wom ledges 
and jostled the fragments, shaking down 
masses, at the same time, from the cliffs on 
the hill near by. 

After looking over the phenomena at Lost 
River, it does not seem to me that the facts 
warrant a preference for the earthquake theory 
over that of glacial sapping and frost action; 
nor do I feel convinced that the “giant pot- 
holes” are products of torrent action. My 
reasons are these; (a) Positive evidence of 
earthquake movement seems to be meager if 
not wholly absent I did not see the “ slicken* 
side-like patches” mentioned by Mr. Sayles, 
nor any other marks of faulting, although I 
looked for them. The presence of one or two 
such surfaces, however, even if hona fide 
slickensides, would not necessarily prove post- 
glacial faulting; for small faults, probably of 
earlier date, are common throughout the White 
Mountain region. If, as Mr, Sayles supposes, 
the earthquake rift follows the gorge, it would 
be natural to expect slickensides to be exten- 
sively and distinctly developed, (h) The pres- 
ence of the inclined heap of blocks at the foot 
of the cliffs, near the head of Lost River, does 
not seem to me to demand an earthquake. It 
is well known that rock falls may result from 
other causes. One may suppose, for instance, 
that during the evacuation of the notch by the 
ice sheet, insecure masses of rook on the crags 
above Lost River, and angular fragments of 
the same, occupying an englacial position in 
the ice near by, would elide or fall to the 
ground as soon as their support vanished, and 
would produce a heap of blocks such as we see 
here. In the transportation of these rook falls 
to points beyond the foot of the cliffs, an in- 
clined floor of stagnant, melting ice might 
play an important part. It is also conceivable 
that the production and accumulation of tains, 
by ordinary processes, might proceed at an ab- 
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normally rapid rate during the seasons imme- 
diately following the retreat of the ioe sheets 
and that a mass of angular blocks might be left 
which, because of its uniformly weathered 
aspect, would appear to liave gained little or 
nothing from annual frost action within more 
recent time. In either case, an earthquake 
would be unnecessary to the theory, (c) I 
agree with Mr. Sayles that the extent of frac- 
turing and dislocation in the gorge itself is 
too great to be attributed to frost action under 
ordinary circumstances, both as to the depth 
reache<l and the amount of movement regis- 
tered by the blocks; yet I can not see why 
plucking or quarrying of blocks by the ice 
sheet, supplemented by abnormally severe 
freezing and thawing, as the last vestiges of 
the ice sheet melted away from the pass, is not 
a perfectly valid alternative hypothesis. In 
plucking a large joint block from its place in 
the ledge, the ice sheet might rotate it so that 
one end of the block would be moved a few 
inches in a direction opposite to glacial move- 
ment, while the other end was moved forward. 
Even a case where a block had been moved 
bodily in a direction opposite to glacial move- 
ment, but through a space of only a few inches, 
as reported by Mr. Sayles, could be accounted 
for by the action of ice in crevices and angular 
cavities ” between the blocks at the close of 
the period of actual glaciation, when the ice 
surrounding the blocks had lost its ability to 
move en masse, but expanded and contracted in 
response to temperature changes, somewhat as 
capillary water and frost behave, in crystalline 
rocks, but on a much large scale. "Lateral 
movement ” among the blocks, and " pell-mell 
arrangement would be natural results of this 
type of ice action.® For these reasons it seems 
to me that the facts thus far reported do not 
demand the occurrence of an earthquake at 
Lost River, but are adequately met by ihe 
hypothesis of glacial plucking, followed by 
rock falls end frost work on a scale larger than 
has been possible since the last remnants of 
glacial ice vanished from the Kinsman Notch. 

» See paper by J. B. Tyirell, on ‘ * Bock Glaciers 
or Chrystocrenes/ ’ Journal of VoL 

xvni., 1910, pp. 649-563. 


The size of some of the " giant potholes ” is 
extraordinary. Although they may have been 
produced by a glacial torrent passing through 
the notch and on through Agassiz basin, where 
tortuous channels and large torrent-worn 
cauldrons are well developed, there are two fea- 
tures which lead me to question the reality of 
such an origin, (a) In more than one place, 
where a concave niche or alcove in the wall of 
the gorge suggests the side of a pothole, from 
which the other sides have been removed, I 
saw a curved joint crack in the ledge, one or 
two feet back of the concavity, and approxi- 
mately concentric with it. The detachment 
of the intervening concavo-convex slab, by 
frost or glaciation, would have left an alcove 
equally cylindrical in form to, but of larger 
radius than the “pothole.” (b) I was shown 
by Mr. E. E. Grinnell, superintendent of the 
reservation, examples of blocks with convex 
sides, which seem to match the concave niches 
or incomplete “ potholes.” One of these abuts 
against one of the giant potholes, near “the 
guillotine,” and from its shape and form a peg- 
matite vein which traverses it appears to have 
dropped from the side of the ledge so as to 
produce what at first sight would be accepted 
as part of a huge pothole. Nowhere else have 
I seen examples of joint cracks with such 
sharp curvature, yielding partial cylinders of 
16 to 26 feet diameter; but their existence 
here is certain. The question whether the 
giant potholes are surviving portions of real, 
torrent-carved potholes, or are imitative forms 
left by the extraction of joint blocks with 
curved sides can only be settled by careful 
measurements of the concave and convex sur- 
faces and a geometrical study of the relations 
between the ledges and the blocks which still 
rest against them. As yet no large water-worn 
boulders seem to have been found in the 
largest “ potholes,” 

As regards both the true character of the 
giant potholes, and the earthquake theory^ it 
appears, Uierefore, that the geolt^ioal history 
of Lost River deserves further study. 

J. W. GouiTBwaiT 

BsaTUOUtH OOLIiXOE, 

October 2, 1915 
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SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

Feehle-mindedness: Ita Cauaea and Come- 

quencea. By H. H. Goddard. New York, 

Macmillan Company, 1914. Pp. xii + 599. 

Like all of Goddard's writings, this is full of 
interest for the large number of those who, in 
these days of prolonged peace at home, have 
the privilege of considering social problems. 
If we, too, were at war, with us, also, social 
problems ” would sink into utter insignificance 
beside that of national existence. 

Goddard’s book may be divided into four 
parts, (1) the definition and scope of feeble- 
mindedness, (2) family histories of the feeble- 
minded, (8) “ causes of feeble-mindedness ” — 
with special reference to heredity and (4) some 
practical applications — eugenical and other. 

1. The definition of feeble-mindedness ac- 
cepted by Goddard is a state of mental defect 
existing from birth or from an early age and 
due to incomplete or abnormal development in 
consequence of which the person affected is 
incapable of i)erforming his duties as a mem- 
ber of society in the position of life to which 
he was bom.” This is a good definition* It 
follows, at once, as a corollary that feeble- 
mindedness is not a biological, but a social 
term; that many a iwson whom we regard as 
mentally unfit might not be feeble-minded in 
his native country of Central Africa or even 
the Adirondack Mountains, for ho might be 
capable of performing the simple duties of the 
chase and fighting or rough agriculture de- 
manded “in the position of life to which he 
was bom.” If we consider separately the 
higher grades of the feeble-minded, the morons, 
the non-biologioal nature of feeble-mindedness 
is still more obvious; “ one . * . incapable from 
mental defect existing from birth ... (a) of 
competing on equal terms with his normal fel- 
lows or (b) of managing himself and his 
affairs with ordinary prudence.” Accepting 
this British definition, Goddard discusses the 
kinds of people to be included in the moron 
group of feeble-minded and the anti-social acts 
they perform. Thus, he considers criminality, 
alcoholism, prostitution, pauperism and tru- 
ancy and finds that of criminals at least 50 per 
omit, are “defective”; at the root of much 


intemperance “ feeble-mindedness ” lies; “60 
per cent, of prostitutes are feeble-minded”; 
“ 60 per cent, of the inmates of our almshouses 
are feeble-minded,” and of truants 80 per cent, 
are feeble-minded. These are truly striking 
figures. But as the reviewer has considered 
this discussion ho has felt as if groping in a 
fog. If feeble-mindedness is a social and rela- 
tive term how can we seek to find a definite 
percentage of it in any class by some absolute 
standard, like the Binet test? Also what is 
the “ mind ” ; shall we define it as including 
“ intelligence ” only, which seems to be the 
thing measured by the Binet scale, or shall it 
include “emotional control” which is clearly 
not measured by the Binet scale? Yet, is it 
not lack of emotional control that is at the 
bottom of much so-called crime, alcoholism, 
sex offense and truancy? And is it not also 
true that the question of the degree of corre- 
lation between “ intelligence ” and “ emotional 
control” remains largely an academic one? 

It seems to the reviewer more significant to 
inquire more deeply into the causes of any 
anti-social act than to classify the offender 
as feeble-minded or not feeble-minded by the 
Binet or other scale. It seems to the reviewer 
that anti-social behavior (i. e., offense against 
the mores) may have the following bases: 

(1) Ignorance of the mores, merely through 
lack of opportunity to learn the mores (the 
merely improperly taught offender). 

(2) Ignorance of the mores through lack of 
capacity to understand what society expects 
(the feeble-minded offender, aensu atrictu). 

(3) Knowledge of the mores, accompanied 
with a social blindness — an inability to have 
the action controlled by a knowledge of what 
society expects of one — because of a lack of 
the gregarious, social or altruistic instinct. 
Here belong the extreme individualists, in- 
cluding the anarchists, and the others who say : 
Why should I govern my actions to meet the 
expectations of society; what right has society 
over mo, anyway? 

(4) Knowledge of the mores, with presenoe 
of the social instincts, but with inability to meet 
the expectations of society through insoffioient 
inhibition or self-control. This insuffloienoy 
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may bo a general oonstitutional and perma- 
nent one, or it may be temporary (often more 
or leas x>^riodic) due to abnormal internal 
secretions or other causes. Here belong, 
among others, the hyperkinetic, the hysterical 
and epileptoid offenders. 

It would seem as though future progress in 
an understanding of conduct would lie less in a 
classification of people into the feeble-minded 
and normal than in a study of the individual's 
early training, mentality, social instincts and 
inhibitions. 

2. The great body of the work (pp, 47 to 
434) consists of the desoriptions of 827 cases 
of feeble-minded individuals, with the family 
history as far as could be obtained. Those are 
grouped under the heads; hereditary, prob- 
ably hereditary, neuropathic ancestry, acci- 
dent, no assignable cause, and unclassified. 
These pages contain many interesting and 
significant details. 

8. In the third section dealing with 
“causes,” the author properly critioiaea much 
of the post hoc ergo propter hoc argumenta- 
tion which is extremely widespread among 
medical writers. (loddard’s conclusion that 
about 80 per cent, of the cases of feeble- 
mindedness with which he deals are hereditary, 
probably hereditary or neuropathic is inter- 
esting; yet from the nature of the case so pre- 
cise a figure based on materials that in their 
nature are unprecise must be regarded as a 
rough judgment and one of which too much 
may readily be made. In this section is dis- 
cussed the heredity of “ faeble-mindednese ” 
and the conclusion is reached that normal 
mentality is dominant over feeble-mindedneas. 
(loddard confesses to having been prsjudioed 
against the view “that the intelligence even 
acts like a unit character. But there seems 
to be no way to escape the conclusion*” Now, 
since feeble-mindeduess is a social and not a 
biological term, it would seem almost absurd 
to sedc to find a law of its inheritance. The 
case seems to be this, a large proportion of 
the feeble-minded are such because of general 
failure of development of the inteUeotual 
oenters. A “general intelllgenee ” there well 
may be, as he concludes; but that does not pre- 


vent the hypothesis of special talents (or their 
lack) and special elements of self-control* 
Thus, there may well be an hereditary basis 
for many of the mental differences between 
persons, whether “ normal ” or “ feeble- 
minded.” 

4. The practical applications from Ooddard’s 
study he finds in applied eugenical procedures, 
especially the prevention of propagation of the 
defective stock. While our efforts to segregate 
must be increased, sterilisation is useful in 
cases that can not be otherwise reached, and 
many mental defectives may well be cared for 
at their homes* 

In general, the book shows some haste in 
composition and the latter is in spots defec- 
tive, but nevertheless, it will be everywhere 
regarded as a useful piece of work and one 
that every one who is concerned with the 
troubles of human society will iirise. 

0, B. Davbnport 
Cold Speino Habbor, N. T,, 

October 31, 1916 

Handuwrteriueh der Naturmssenschaften. 
Herausgegeben von Prop. Dr. E. Koebohrlt, 
Marburg (Zoologie), Prop. Dr. G* LmoK, 
Jena (Mineralogie und Geologie), Prop. Db. 
F. Oltmanns, Freiburg (Botanik), Prop. 
Dr. K. Sohaum, Giessen (Ohemie), Prop. 
Dr. H. Th. Simok, (Jottingen (Physik), 
Prop. Dr. M. Verworn, Bonn (Physiologie), 
Dr. £. Tetohmakn, Frankfurt a. M. 
(Hauptredaktion). Jena, 10 volumes, in 4^, 
1912-15. Yerlag von Gustav Fischer. 

The splendid work issued tmder the above 
title and with the editorship indioated is 
worthy of close inspection from those inter- 
ested in the various lines of natural scienoe 
included. The initial lieferungen have already 
been reviewed by Professor Arthur Gordon 
Webster^ in these pages and I do not doubt 
that now on the completion of the work he will 
favor us with a discussion from the side of 
the physical sciences. The desirability of hav- 
ing the attention of workers in l^e natural sci* 
enoes directed to the “ Handwdrterbuch ” has 
led to the writing of this review. 

iBonciFCB, w. a, Voi. xxxvnr., No. 

280-m, August 16, 1913. 
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ProfeBsor Webater has already disouBSod the 
position of the work among the encyclopedias 
of the world and has mentioned the excellence 
of the short biographical sketches, as wdl as 
touching on various phases of the biological 
articles. As suggested by Professor Webster 
in regard to mathematics, anatomists will be 
keenly disappointed to find their science also 
neglected, save in the introduction of anatom* 
ical work into other branches of natural sci* 
ence ; but the ** Handw5rterbuch ^ will be 
found extremely useful in certain lines, none 
the less. One interesting feature, mentioned 
by Professor Webster, is the up-tO'dateness of 
the various articles, illustrations from the 
younger or more recent writers being chosen 
in preference to time-honored cuts. Perhaps 
this is partially due to the authors of the indi- 
vidual articles, but it is also evidently the 
policy of the editors to have the work as com- 
plete as possible. The articles are, in general, 
brief, some of them well illustrated, with the 
chief sources of literature given at the end. 

It has been the privilege of the writer to use 
this work extensively in a compilation of a 
biographical nature, and it is a pleasure to 
say that he has found the " Handw8rterbuch " 
extremely useful. The biographical sketches, 
of which there are a great many, are short, 
without illustrations, and give at the close the 
important sources of information concerning 
the individual discussed. This feature is 
very important in a historical study of biol- 
ogy and is a great improvement over the En- 
cyclopedia Britannica, for instance, where 
sources of reference are mentioned only inci- 
dentally. Many names are not included which 
might justly belong in the work. Mendel is 
inserted as an afterthought at the close of 
volume ten. None of tbe more important 
human anatomists are included, even those 
who were engaged in zoological work. 

The special articles hare been assigned by 
the editors to prominent scholars in the vari- 
ous lines of work. The recent Amphibia, for 
instance, are treated in a very complete way 
by Dr. J, Versluys, in an article covering 
twenty-five pages* The illustrations might 
have been better chosen, but they represent the 


general features of amphibian morphology. 
The Paleontology of the Aimphibia ” is 
treated by J. P. Pompeckj, a writer well 
knoMm to students of paleontology. The "ar- 
ticle, covering nine pages, is well illustrated, 
the figures being chosen from among the 
palmers of Williston, Bollo, von Meyer, Moodie 
and Zittel. The same subject is covered much 
more fully in volume nine, under the heading 
Stegocephalen.” Friedrich von Huene is the 
author of this article, which covers seven 
pages, richly illustrated, with a good list of 
recent literature at the end. It is rather un- 
fortunate to separate the discussion of Am- 
phibia and Stegocephalia, since the present 
writer is firmly convinced that they are both 
members of the same groups; that is, all of 
them are Amphibia. Other remarks and illus- 
trations regarding the extinct Amphibia are 
to be found under the various geological pe- 
riods. Under “ Karbonformation the only 
figured representative of the rich vertebrate 
land fauna of the Goal Measures is the much- 
worn and time-honored figure of Lepierpeton 
DohhsU, described by Huxley from the Goal 
Measures of Ireland, but the discussion, by W, 
Kegel, is well balanced. 

Paleontologists will find the work extremdy 
useful, and especially teachers of paleontology 
will have a work to which their students can 
refer for a discussion of general topics, which, 
in general, have been brought well down to 
date. Some of the articles are especially re- 
freshing in the presentation of new ideas. 
Gustav Tornier's article on the paleontology 
of the reptiles, covering forty pages, is an in- 
stance of this. The article is very well illus- 
trated; the figures being chosen from papers 
by Broili, Broom, Newton, Osborn, Fraas, 
Tornier and Eaton, Tomier's original recon- 
structions of Diplodocua and Siegosaurue, 
have already attracted the attention of paleon- 
tologists and have been discussed especially by 
Matthew. It is rather startling to see our old 
friend TriceratopB sprawling on the gromid 
like a homed toad, but such new ideas are 
worth while in keeping our interests alert. It 
is most unfortunate that, in a work of this 
nature, the important researches of Oase and 
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Williftton on the Permian reptiles of America 
should have been entirely ignored. Some of 
the many, and much worn, illustrations of the 
Dinosauria might easily have been replaced by 
excellent illustrations from one or the other of 
these writers. 

The paleontology of fishes is very fully cov* 
erod by Pomi>eekj, illustrations and discus- 
sions of typical forma of the various groups 
being chosen. The reconstruction of the De- 
vonian Paleospondylus by Sollas, based on 
serial sections, is given. The restorations and 
drawings by Patten and Traquair of the early 
Devonian Plaoodermi are well shown in many 
illustrations, as well as such recent figures as 
Hay’s Edesivs crenulatua, which is one of sev- 
eral early elasmobranchs figured. Many well- 
known restorations and figures of fish anat- 
omy from the writings of Dean, DoUo and 
Woodward complete the work. 

The general discussion of the recent mam- 
mals by W. Kukenthal is followed by a sixty- 
four page article by O. Abdl on the paleontol- 
ogy af the mammals. This latter section is 
illustrated by 122 figures, which are wdll 
chosen, as wo would expect from such an emi- 
nent student as Abel. 

The article on “ ZeUe und Zellteilung ” cov- 
ering one hundred and seventy pages, richly 
illustrated with 226 figures, is one of the more 
estensive biological articles. It is divided into 
three sections: (1) Zelle und Zellteilung, 
Botanisch; (2) Zoologisch; and (8) Zellphysi- 
ologie. The botanical section is written by E. 
Kustcr, the zoological section by L. Bruel and 
the physiology by M. Verwom, each section 
being followed by numerous references to the 
important literature. 

The anatomy and physiology of the sensoiy 
organs, covering sixty-five pages, with eighty- 
one figures and many bibliographic references, 
deals with special sense organs throughout the 
whole range of animal life. The discussion 
and illustration of this immense subject is 
necessarily brief and specialists will be dis- 
apx>ointod to see their favorite subjects hot 
slightly touched or neglected; however, for a 
work of this character the artide will prove 
helpful. 


The v'ork, taken as a whole, contains many 
interesting contributions to paleontology and 
zoology. The articles discussed above may be 
taken as typical of the other articles in the 
work. A general index of three hundred and 
sixty pages closes the work. The individual 
articles show that a high ideal was adopted, 
which has been well sustained throughout. 
The voliunes are well printed, the illustrations 
are clear, and in every way the work lives up to 
the good reputation so long enjoyed by the 
press of Gustav Pischer. 

Boy L. Moodib 

Bepaktuekt or Anatomy, 

University or Illinois, Chicago, 

October 30, 1916 


FBOC^EDIEOS OF TEE NATIONAL ACAD- 
EMY OF SCIENCES 

The eleventh number of volume 1 of the 
Proceedinga of the National Academy of Sci- 
ences contains the following articles: 

1. Experiments on the Development of the 
Limhs in Amphibia: Ross G. Harrison, Os- 
born Zoological liaboratory, Tale Univer- 
sity. 

At the time of apiiearance of the tail bud 
the anterior limb of Amhlyatoma is already 
determined in the mesoderm cells of that re- 
gion of the body wall which lies close to the 
pronephros and ventral to the third, fourth 
and fifth myotomes. The prospective signifi- 
cance of this group of cells, as a whole, thus is 
defined some time before differentiation be- 
comes vlsibla 

2. A Mechanism of Protection against BaetS'- 
rial Infection: Carroll G. Bull, Bookefeller 
Institute for Medical Research, New York, 
Bacteria ciTculating in the blood are quickly 

removed when they are agglutinated or 
clumped, and the clumps deposited within the 
organs are token up by phagocytes and di- 
gested. They appear not to be destroyed by 
solution or lysis through the operation of 
serum constituents of the blood. 

8. On the lAfe-Eistoty of Oiardia: OnAsam 
Atwood Kofoid and Elizabeth B. Ohbis- 
TiANSEK, Zoological Laboratory, University 
of California. 



DscSMBSa 10, I915] 


SCIENCE 


841 


Qiardia murts and Giardia mictoii produce 
a readily recognizable enteritis in mice, and 
both binary and multiple fission take place in 
the free non-encystcd stage — there is no (?c- 
tofnitus stage. The morphological characters 
separate six species. The parasite in mice ap- 
pears to be distinct from that in man. 

4. The Inorganic Constituents of Alcyonaria: 
F. W. Clarke and W. C. Wheeler, United 
States Geological Survey, Washington. 

The stony corals have been repeatedly 
analyzed, and with generally concordant re- 
sults. Thirty analyses here made have con- 
firmed the older data. The object of the in- 
vestigation is to determine what each group 
of organisms contributes to the formation of 
marine limestones. The highest proportions 
of calcium phosphate are commonly associated 
with high values for magnesia. 

6. An Experimental Analysis of the Origin 
and Relationship of Blood Corpuscles and 
the Lining Cells of Vessels: Charles R, 
Stockard, Department of Anatomy, Cornell 
University Medical School. 

Vascular endothelium, erythrocytes and leu- 
cocytes, although all arise from mosencliyme, 
are really polyphyletic in origin; that is, each 
has a different mesenchymal anlage, 

Edwin Bidwell Wilson 


SPECIAL ARTICLES 
INTBRPERENOE8 WITH TWO ORATINQS 
If two identical grating are placed with the 
ruled faces and rulings in parallel and the 
horizontal and transverse axes of their spectra 
(of the same side and order) in coincidence, 
white light passed through them from the 
collimator of a spectrometer shows intense, 
nearly equidistant, vertical interference 
fringes in the telescope. The path difference 
is subject to the equation «(1 — cos^), where 
a is the distance apart of the ruled faces and 9 
the angle of diffraction. These fringes there- 
fore belong to the coarse set which I described 
elsewhere. Though not ^ceptionally sensitive 
to displacements of either grating, they are 
a^railaUe throughout a relatively large inter- 
val; i. Sv 4 may be increased from coincidence 


to over 2 cm. As two stretched films suffice, 
these strong fringes admit of many practical 
applications. 

A more interesting class of fringes may be 
observed, when the light used in the same in- 
strument is homogeneous. There are three 
types of these fringes of constant wave-length. 
The first of these is obtained with the same 
adjustment for coincident longitudinal and 
transverse spectrum axes, but needs a wide slit. 
Obliquity of the incident rays here replaces 
the above color difference. The second class 
appears with a fine slit, coincidence of longi- 
tudinal axes, but in the absence of coincidence 
of transverse axes (in which adjustment the 
fringes would be of infinite size). They are 
thus evoked by a difference in the angle of 
incidence at the two gratings, respectively. 
Frequently they are seen to best advantage 
with the naked eye or a lens. They increase 
in size as the eye is withdrawn from the grat- 
ing; or if seen in the telescope, if the ocular 
is either pulled out or pushed in from the 
position for the principal focus where D lines 
only are seen. For any given position of the 
eye they do not vary in size while either 
grating is displaced from coincident position, 
to the position of vague evanescence, 4 or 5 
millimeters beyond. Both this and the fol- 
lowing fringe patterns rotate rapidly with the 
slight rotation of either grating in its own 
plane. 

The third class is obtained in the absence of 
a collimator and is due to the varying obliquity 
of diffuse homogeneous light. The longitu- 
dinal spectrum axes must coincide, but the 
transverse axes need not. They are very 
strong, best seen with the naked eye or lens, 
but admit of relatively little displacement of 
either grating, as they vanisli with increasing 
smollnesB. They usually Ho in a definite focal 
plane, which recedes to infinity as the gratings 
are more and more separated. 

Finally it is interesting to note that phe- 
nomena of a somewhat similar kind may be 
obtained with reversed spectra. 

Oabl Bibttb 

BaowN Univeesity, 

PEovnoNCi, B. I. 
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THE EFFECT OF X-RAt ON THE BSSiaXANOB TO 
OANOER IN MIOE^ 

It has been shown in previous communica- 
tions that the resistance to heteroplastic tissue 
grafts apparently depends on the activity of 
the lymphocyte. The facts on which this con- 
clusion is based are briefly as follows: The 
chick embryo, which normally lacks the abil- 
ity to destroy a heteroplastic tissue graft, if 
supplied with a bit ef adult lymphoid tissue^ 
becomes as resistant as the adult in this ire- 
Bpect. Furthennore, an adult animal deprived 
of the major portion of its lymphoid system 
by repeated small doses of X-ray, no longer 
has the power to destroy a graft of foreign 
tissue, and this tissue will grow activ^. The 
chief characteristic of a failing heteroplastic 
graft in the unsuitable host is a marked local 
accumulation of lymphocytes. The histolog- 
ical picture is identical in a failing cancer 
graft in an immune animal of the same spe- 
cies. Synchronons with the establishment of 
the cancer immunity and during the period in 
which the lymphocytes are accumulating 
around the cancer graft, there is a lymphocytic 
crisis in the circulating blood. This is found 
in the actively immunized animals as well as 
in those possessing a natural immunity, but is 
totally lacking in animals susceptible to the 
cancer graft. If the lymphoid crisis be pre- 
vented in immune animals by a previous de- 
struction of the lymphoid elements with X- 
ray the potentially immune animal is changed 
to a susceptible one. 

We have noted that while repeated expos- 
ures to X-ray will destroy the lymphoid ele- 
ments of an animal, one small dose will stimu- 
late these same c^Us. With this artificial 
method of producing a lymphocytosis we have 
attempted to study the relation of this condi- 
tion to the resistance of mice to their own 
spontaneous tumors. For evident reasons it 
was necessary to rule out the complicated 
question of the direct effect of X-ray on the 

iFrom the Laboratories of The Bockefeller In- 
Btituto for Medical Besearcli, Abstract of paper 
presented at the New Tork ntieeting of the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences. 


cancer. In order to do this we have removed 
the cancer at operation, and with the caxuMff 
out the animal has been subjected to a stimti- 
lating dose of X-ray. Immediately after this 
a graft of the original tumor was replaced in 
the groin of the animal. As a control the 
same procedure was carried out, but with X- 
ray treatment omitted. As a further chedk to 
the results cancers were removed from a num- 
ber of animals and in this set the cancers were 
exposed directly to the same amount of X-ray 
that the animals in the first group had received. 
After this a graft of the tumor was returned 
to the original host. 

The results of those three experiments are 
to be judged by two criteria. First, whether 
or not there is a return of the disease, either 
at the site of removal of the cancer, or at the 
point of inoculation of the returned graft; 
and second, the time at which the returned 
graft starts in active growth, if at all. The 
figures on these points are given in the fol- 
lowing table. 



tmmuiw 

Per 

Cent. 

. — 1 

einoep- 

able 

Per 

Cant. 

Local 

Rewarrenoe 
of Tumor 
PttOent. 

Average Time tor 
Appearance ol 
Gran. 

Seiiee I . . . 

60.0 

60.0 

21.2 

5wks. and4day«* 

Series II . . 

3.4 

96.6 

48.3 

1 wk. and 6daye« 

Series III. .| 

0.0 

100.0 

40.0 

1 wk. and 3 days. 


Series I. was composed of 62 animals 
treated by X-ray while the cancer was outside 
of tile body, with later a return of a graft of 
the tumor. Series 11. was made up of 29 con- 
trol animals in which the cancer was removed 
and a graft returned without treatment to 
either animal or tumor. Series III, was made 
up of ten animals from which the cancer was 
removed and the cancer subjected directly to 
the same amount of X-ray that the anunals re- 
ceived in the first series, and later a graft of 
this X-rayed cancer returned to its original 
host. 

It will be seen from these figures that an X- 
ray dose which produced a lymphocytosis when 
administered direct to the animal was sufflr 
oient to render 60 per cent of Ihe mice m 
treated immune to a returned graft of iMv 
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own tumot, and in the other 50 per cent, greatly 
to retard the return of the dieease. A sizniliur 
doee of X'^ray given to the cancer direct out- 
$ide of the body did not influence the subse* 
quent growth of graft of this tumor when 
returned to its original host. The contrast 
between these figures and those of the control 
series is striking, as is also the number of lo- 
cal recurrences in the two series. If this pro- 
nounced result is obtained with one stimu- 
lating dose it is probable that a more pro- 
nounced effect might be obtained by a second 
exposure to X-ray after a suitable interval. 

Jambs B. Mxtbpht, 

John J. Norton 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES 

TBX BIOLOGICAL SOCIBTY OV WASHINGTON 

Thb 543d meeting of the society was held in 
the Assembly Hall of the Cosmos Club, Saturday, 
October 23, 1916, called to order by President 
Bartsch at 8 f.m., with 85 persons present. 

Under the heading Brief Notes: Dr. C. W. 
Stiles recorded observations on blood examina- 
tions (cell counts, hemoglobin, etc.) of 600 chil- 
dren, between 6 and 17 years of age, in North 
Carolina. Bt. Btiles also made remarks on the 
International List of generic names of birds. 

Under heading Exhibition of Specimens: Ur. J. 
N. Bose showed some interesting examples of hum- 
ming-birds’ nests which he had collected in Brazil 
the post summer. 

The first paper on the regular program was by 
Professor A. B. Hitchcock, ^'Collecting Grasses In 
the Southwest.” Professor Hitchcock spoke of 
his trip during the summer in the region from 
California to west Texas for the purpose of col- 
lecting graMes. 

At Grand Chnyon was found the rare fittpa arida 
Jones. At Ft. Bragg, Oalif., was found Agrostia 
hrevioulTnig Hitcho., known only from this locality 
and the western coast of South America. It Is 
abundant on the open ground back of the sandy 
cloy cliffs at this point. In a springy place on the 
side of the cliffs there was a colony of Phlcum 
atpiium L., a grass of the high mountains of Cali- 
fornia. Its occurrence at sea level was veiy un- 
e3q>eeted. At various points in northern Cali- 
fornia xmurs i>antheft«a americana and B. ooli- 
femloo. In these species the culms disarticulate 
near the base at maturity. An examination of the 


swollen base of the detached culms discloses, 
hidden beneath the sheath and prophyllum, a 
cleistogamouB spikelet consisting of a eingle 
floret. The floret and enclosed caryopsis are much 
larger than those of the panicle. 

Cleveland Natural Forest, lying east of Ban 
Diego, was visited to investigate Calamagrostia 
densa Vasey. This species known only from the 
type collection by Orcutt was provisionally united 
with C. hoelerioides, by the speaker,^ but be is now 
satisfied that the two are distinct species. 

An ascent was made of Humphreys Peak of the 
San Francisco Mountains, near Flagstaff, Arizona. 
These are the highest mountains in Arizona, the 
peaks extending above timber line. In the alpine 
region four species of grasses were found, Tri$e- 
turn spioatum, Poa mpioola, Pesiuoa hraohyphylla 
and Agropyron sorihneru Collections were made 
at several other places of interest: Oracle, about 
45 miles north of Tucson, in company with Pro- 
fessor J. J. Thornber; Big Spring, Alpine and Del 
Bio, in western Texas; and the Guadalupe Moun- 
tains of southern New Mexico, especially rich in 
Mexican species. Professor Hitchcock’s paper 
was discussed by the chair. 

The second and last paper of the program was 
by R. L. Garner, "African Studies; Things in 
Common Among Men, Apes and Other Mammals.” 
Mr. Garner spoke of the courtship, family life, 
period of infancy, arrival of puberty, instincts, 
homes, habits and moral traits of the African 
anthropoid epos as observed by him in their wild 
state, during many years of observation in Africa. 
Among other things he stated that the period of 
gestation was probably seven months; that the 
young ape was born with usually 4 teeth present, 
twin births are exceedingly rare, the female be- 
comes sexually mature at from 7 to 9 years, and 
the male from 1 to 2 years later, the usual length 
of life is 20 to 21 years; that their foods are 
mainly vegetable, but that fiesh is an essential 
part of their diet; that they have no permanent 
homes, but travel about as nomadic families; that 
their sleeping posiUon is on their back or side like 
that of men, they often make their beds 18 to 25 
feet off the ground, but the young are delivered 
in a bed on the ground in a well-drained place; 
that sight and particularly hearing are acute, but 
that smell is not much more developed than in 
man and touch is less acute than in man; that 
the right of ownership among them is well re- 
spected* Mr, Garner concluded by saying he 

iln Jepson, "Flora of California,” 3: 125. 
1918. 
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hoped to return to Africa in the near future and 
take motion pictures of the gretBi apes. 

The eocioty adjourned at tO.lO P^M. 

M. W. Lton, J»., 
Eeoording Secretary 

THE AMERICAN MATHEMATICAL 80GIETT 

The one hundred and soTenty'dlghth regular 
meeting of the society was held at Columbia Uni- 
versity on Saturday, October 30, 1915. Fifty-one 
members attended the two sessions. President £. 
W. Brown occupied the chair. The council an- 
nounced the election of the following persona to 
membership in the society: Mr. D. B. Belcher, Co- 
lumbia University; Professor J. W. Calhoun, Uni- 
versity of Texas; Professor Sarah E. Cronin, State 
University of Iowa; Mr. C. E. Epperson, Kirks- 
ville Normal School, Mo.; Dr. Olive C. Haadett, 
Badclifle College; Mr. C. M. Hebbert, University 
of Dlinois; Miss Coldie P. Horton, University of 
Texas; Professor 'W. 8. Lake, School of Mines and 
Industries, Bendigo, Australia; Mr. D. H. Leavens, 
College of Yale in China; Hr. C, T. Levy, Univer- 
sity of California; Dr. P. W. Heed, University of 
Illinois; Professor L. H. Bice, Syracuse Univer- 
sity; Mr. J. F. Bitt, Columbia University; Pro- 
fessor D, M. Y. Sommerville, Victoria University 
College, Wellington, N. Z. ; Miss Leila B. Stough- 
ton, Bosemary Hall School, Greenwich, Conn.; Dr. 
C. E. Wilder, Pennsyivania State College; Mr. A. 
B. Williams) University of California; Dr. L. T. 
Wilson, University of Illinois; Dr. F. E, Wright, 
U. 8. Geological Survey. Four applications for 
membership in the society were received. 

A list of nominations for officers and other mem- 
bers of the council to be elected at the annual 
meeting was prepared for the official ballot for the 
annual election. A committee was appointed to 
audit the accounts of the treasurer for the cur- 
rent year. 

Twenty members were present at the dinner ar- 
ranged for the evening, always one of the most 
pleasant features of the meetings. 

The twenty-third summer meeting of the society 
will be held at Harvard University early In Sep- 
tember, 1916. At the seventh colloquium of the 
society, held in connection with this meeting, 
courses of lectures will be given as follows: By 
Professor G. C. Evans, ** Topics from the theory 
and applications of functionals, including integral 
equations.” By Professor Oswald Veblen, “Anal- 
ysis situs.” 

The following papers were read at the October 
meeting: 

G. A, Pfeiffer: “Existence of divergent solu- 


tions of the functional equations 0[p(ff)] =00(0?), 
/[/(®)3 where p(«f) is a given analytic 

function, in the irrational case.” 

0. N. Haskins; “On the extremes of bounded 
Bummable functions and the distribution of their 
functional values.” 

G. M, Green: “Projective differential geometry 
of one-parameter families of space curves, and 
<^un jugate nets on a curved surface. Second me- 
moir. ' * 

G. M. Green: “The linear dependence of func- 
tions of several variables,” 

A. B. Schweitzer: “On the dependence of alge- 
braic equations upon quasi- transitiveness, ” 

H. 8. Carslaw: “A trigonometrical sum and the 
Gibbs phenomenon in Fourier series.” 

W, F. Osgood: “On a sufficient condition for 
a non-essential singularity of a function of several 
complex variables.” 

Dunham Jackson: “Singular points of func- 
tions of several complex variables” 

W. F. Osgood: “On functions of several com- 
plex variables.” 

L. P. Eisenhnrt: “Envelopes of rolling and 
transformations of Bibaucour. ” 

W. B. Fite: “Note on homogeneous linear dif- 
ferential equations of the second order.” 

H. 8. Vandiver: “Note on the distribution of 
quadratic residues. “ 

G. D. Blrkhoff: “A theorem concerning the 
singular points of ordinary linear differential 
equations. * ' 

H. S. White: “Closed systems of sevens in a 
3-3 correspondence.” 

W, B. Liongley: “Note on a theorem on en- 
velopes.” 

A. B. Schweitzer: “On the dependence of 
algebraic equations upon quasi-tranaitlveness. 
Second paper.” 

A. B. Schweitzer: “A new functional ehorac- 
terization of the arithmetic mean.” 

The Son Francisco section of the society held 
its twenty-seventh regular meeting at Stanford 
University on November 20. The Southwestern 
section held its ninth regular meeting at Wash- 
ington University, St. Louie, on November 27* 
The annual meeting of the society will be held at 
Columbia University on Monday and Tuesdajt De- 
cember 27-28. The Chicago section will meet at 
Columbus, Ohio, in affiliation with the Amerteui 
Association for the Advancement of Science on 
December 89-81 and January 1. 

F. N. OOLl,; 

Seorefafff 
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EECENT EBSSABCHES IM THB WOLCOTT 
OIBB8 MEMORIAL LABOBATORT OF 
HABVARD UMItEBSITT^ 

The Wolcott Oibbs Memorial Laboratoiy 
of Harvard Univernlgr is one of the moat 
significant monuments ever boiH in monoiy 
of a chemical investigator. So far aa I 
know, only the Davy-Paraday Laboratory 
in London, the van’t Hoff Laboratory in 
Utrecht, and the Hofmann Hans in Berlin 
equal it in importance. Because Professor 
Wolcott Gibbs was one of the founders and 
presidents of the National Academy of Sei* 
encea, an account of the memorial building 
and of its first fruits is especially appro- 
priate here to-day. 

The new laboratory was initiated by the 
late Dr. Morris Loeb, the devoted and able 
pupil of Gibbs. He and his brother, James 
Loeb, subscribed $50,000, provided that 
other friends of Harvard University should 
raise $50,000 more. With admirable feel- 
ing, Dr. Loeb especially desired that the 
building should be named in honor of his 
former teacher and friend. In March, 1910, 
Dr. Alexander Forbes and other generous 
donors having greatly helped, the fund was 
completed ; and in January, 1918, the build- 
ing was opened for work, so that it has now 
been almost three years in full activity. 

It is a great pleasure to express here the 
very lively gratitude, both on behalf of the 
university and on my own account, whioh 
I fed for the liberal interest of all these 
benefactors in the oonstmetion of this 
building. 

Being the first of a large group of ehem- 

tAddrBM dolivered at the meeting of the Ns- 
fionsl Aesdemy of Soienoee in New Tork, Novem- 
ber 16, 1916. 
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ioal laboratories planned for the depart- 
ment of cbemistry at Harvard University, 
it was designed with especial care. Bed 
“Harvard” brick with Indiana limestone 
trimmings, and Deer Isle granite founda- 
tions, constitute its external dress ; the archi- 
tectural details, due to A. "W. Longfellow, 
are simple, effective and in good taste. It 
covers an area of 71 by 41 feet, and is 48 feet 
high. The construction is extremely solid 
and substantial, so that it is unusually free 
from vibration. Within, it is built of 


one, two or more investigators, acoording to 
the character of the work. There are many 
balance rooms, dark rooms and other neces- 
sities for aocurate chemical experimenta- 
-tion, as well as rooms designed for both 
chemical and physical laboratories, becatue 
the work to be done lies on the border-line 
between chemistry and physics. Pipes are 
laid for hot and cold water, distilled water, 
steam, compressed air, oxygen and vacuum, 
as well as W gas; and dectricity of many 
voltages is available at suitable plugs 



brick and reenforced concrete; and al- 
though there is some woodwork in doors 
and furniture, the building is practically 
incombustible. Hollow bricks and doubly 
glased windows with tight weather-strips 
protect it from heat and cold, and the tem- 
perature of almost every room is auto- 
matically regulated. The ventilating plant 
provides filtered air, hence the building is 
extraordinarily free from dust throughout. 
Because the lahoratoiy was designed and is 
used wholly for research, it contains no lec- 
ture room, but is divided into maxiy rather 
small rooms of different sues, intended for 


throughout. An automatic deotric lift is 
used for transferring the apparatus, and 
telephones connect all the knportaat rooius. 
The building has six floors available for 
work; three regular stories, a very light 
and convenient basement, a sub-basement 
for especially constant temperature work 
entirely tinderground, and a praetieaUe 
roof. Perhaps tiie most important feature 
in its detign is the arrangement of the bal-. 
ance rooms, dark romns and laboratesdes in 
suites, so planned as to give the greatest 
possible usefnlness to eadh> in tile maimar 
illnstroted hy the rig^tlumd ii& td 
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‘plas of the second floor. The arrangement 
is similar, not only on both ends of the 
third floor, bat on the western end of the 
ground floor. Booms are provided in the 
basement for the storage and handling of 
apparatus, a workshop, storage batteries, 
switchboSrds and other purposes. But a 
complete desoription of this laboratory and 
of its virtues would take far too much time 
for the present occasion.* It is enough to 
say that the three years’ work in it have 
shown it to be ideally adapted to the sort of 
investigation for which it had been planned. 

In the front hall stands a bronze bust of 
Wolcott Gibbs with a marble tablet bearing 
the inscription: 

WOLCOTT 0IBB8 
Feb 2J 1822-Dec 9 1908 
RUMFOBD FBOFESBOB 
HABVABD U>'ITEBSITY 

1863-1887 EMERITUS 1887-1908 
PATBJrmDSB IN AMERICAN CHEMlSTBy 

With the building came a fund bearing 
an income sufficient for heating and janitor 
service, but not enough to purchase any 
suitable amount of special apparatus. 
Therefore, the subsidies which the director 
has received from the Carnegie Institution 
of Washington have been of very great use 
in providing part of the equipment of scien- 
tiflc apparatus and additional expert assist, 
ance. Indeed, without such help but little 
could have been done. I take great pleas- 
ure, therefore, in expressing my indebted- 
ness to this institution, and feel that it 
shares with Hervard University and the 
generous founders in any credit which may 
be attached to the output of the laboratory. 
Also to the able assistants and advanced 
students who have helped me with so much 
patience and enthuaiasm, 1 am deeply 
grateful. Twenty-four in number, they 
bave been, of course, chiefly Americans (by 

'* A fuUar desoription of tho laboratory was pub- 
belied fak the Sarvord Biriletw for Marob 

ee, leik. 


m 

no means all Harvard men), but the liat 
includes four Canadians, an Icelander, s 
Dane, a Japanese, and a Genman. 'More- 
over, the laboratory now harbors two 
guests, one conducting a research on the 
chemical activity of radiom esnanationa and 
the other on the acidity of sea water. These 
two investigators are collaborating with col- 
leagues who have no such snitable place 
elsewhere to offer for the investigations. 
Concerning these researches, however, it is 
not my province to speak. 

What now has been the first fruit of this 
building t For the architectural shell is 
only a means, not an end in itself; and ex- 
cept as a memorial its existence is jnstifled 
only by the work accomplished within it. 
During the past three years 24 papers have 
been published from this laboratory, and a 
number of other investigations have been 
almost finished and are being prepared for 
publication. Their character varies widely, 
ranging from almost pure chemistry to 
almost pure physics, but, in spite of the 
diversity, there is, for the most part, a com- 
mon aim underlying them all. This aim is 
a careful study of the fundamental prop- 
erties of the chemical elements — those sub- 
stances which constitute the basis of our 
visible and tangible universe. Among these 
fundamental properties may be mentioned 
their atomic weights, their densities and 
compressibilities, their electromotive be- 
havior and heat of combination with other 
elements and, finally, the physical and 
chemical properties of their simple com- 
pounds. Let us consider briefly the sev- 
eral investigationa already published and 
now in progress. 

Taming, first, to the stndy of atomio 
weights, three investigations on this snbjeet 
have already yielded publications. Tha 
first of these was a research upon the stomie 
weight of carbon, in which sodium ewbon- 
ate was inrepared in an unusoal degree of 
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imrity and converted into sodium bromide, 
the amount of silver neoesiaiy to preoipi* 
tate the combined bromine beings deter- 
mined. In this way the relation between 
the atomic weights of bromine and carbon 
was determined, and the agreement of the 
values thus found with the parallel work 
of others gives very satisfactory evidence 
of the trustworthiness of all the other 
atomic weights which have been determined 
at Harvard in relation to bromine. Next 
came the study of the atomic weight of 
sulphur, which was studied in somewhat 
similar fashion, pure sodium carbonate 
being converted into pure sodium sulphate, 
and thus the relation between carbon and 
sulphur found through those salts. The 
value of sulphur obtained in this way was 
somewhat less than that ordinarily accepted, 
but not more than might reasonably be 
ascribed to the possible errors of previous 
work. On the whole, these two investiga* 
tions, in which the purest sodium carbonate 
.formed the starting point, add distinctly to 
one’s confidence in the present accepted 
table of atomic weights. Both of these in- 
vestigations were so extremely delicate and 
so very dependent upon pure, dust-free air 
that they could hardly have been executed 
at all in a less perfect building. 

Next, during 1913-14 the atomic weight 
of lead from radioactive sources was 
studied; and we found that this sort of 
lead has an atomic weight distinctly lower 
than ordinary lead, although no known im- 
purity could be found in it, and although 
its ultra-violet spectrum is identical with 
that, of ordinary lead. This work was soon 
supported by independent and almost 
simultaneous but less complete and search- 
ing investigations published in Austria and 
.France; and later has been reenforced by 
continued research in both continents. The 
outcome has unusual interest and signif- 
icance, because it seenos to indicate that 


there may be different kinds of lead having 
many properties precisdy dmilar, but dif- 
fering as to their atomic weighta The re- 
search is being continued at the Wdeott 
Gibbs Memorial Laboratory, large amounts 
of radioactive lead having been obtained 
from Australia, Colorado and Norway 
through the kindness of scientific friends 

Whatever may be the fiinal outcome, one 
can not help thinking that researches of 
this kind deal with m 3 r 8 terie 8 which are 
among the moat fundamental of all those 
presented to the physical chemist, for the 
nature of the chemical elemm)ts undwlies 
all the mechanism upon which life depends. 

The study of compressibility was con- 
tinued in two directions — on the one hand, 
the briiavior under pressure of similar 
organic substances, and on the other hand, 
the compressibility of the elements, being 
carefully studied with increasing aecurai^ 
and effectiveness. This seems rather a 
strange subject to pursue in a chemical lab- 
oratory; but its interest is truly chemical, 
because of its relation to the recent theory 
of atomic compressibility, which gives a 
new interpretation of the mechanism of 
chemical action. There is not time to ex- 
pound this theory at length here, but those 
who desire acquaintance with it will find a 
fairly complete r4sum4 in the number of 
the Jowrml of the American Chemical ffo- 
ciety for last December.* SufSce it to soy 
that many facts may be interpreted to mean 
that the atoms are not hard, incompressible 
particles, but rather riastie, compressible, 
deformable entities, capable of yielding 
somewhat to every source of pressure which 
may be applied upon them. Moreover, evi- 
dence is available showing that both riiem- 
ioal affinity and cohesion exert pressure in 
their action, and hence affect the apace 

• Jow. Am. Ohm. 8oe,, SC, 8417-8430 (1014). 
Ifaay nfereaeM to otiior papon on this to^ ttn 
giroa la aecom p a By ing It^ogn^ilW. 



Bbobkbib 17, 1915] 


SCIENCE 


cmonpied by the atoms. In the interpareta- 
tioB of all the facts, knowledge of the oom- 
pressibility of elements and compounds is 
essential; and as the available data are 
scarce, work in this direction was prose- 
cuted with vigor. It is enough to say that 
the compressibility of over a score of or- 
ganic substances and of nine elements 
(namely, tungsten, molybdenum, tantalum, 
boron, copper, iron, lead, thallium and 
mercury) have been determined during the 
last three years, either for the first time or 
at least with more accuracy than ever be- 
fore. The apparatus for this purpose has 
been studied with a view to the detection of 
all the insidious minor errors which may 
affect work of this kind, and has been dis- 
tinctly improved in several ways. Some 
of the theoretical outcomes of this work, 
which shows that the compressibilities of 
the elements are periodic, like their atomic 
volumes, have been briefly expounded in the 
July number of the new Proceedings of 
this academy. Here it is shown that the 
compressibility of the elements seems to de- 
I>end in a large degree upon the atomic 
volumes and melting points of the several 
elements, 

A revision of thermochemical data, which 
has been in progress for a number of years, 
has been especially advanced during the 
last three years in the Wolcott Gibbs Memo- 
rial Laboratory. The method of protecting 
a calorimeter from accidental heating or 
cooling, by always keeping the jacket 
around it at just the same temperature as 
the calorimeter itself, has been found effi- 
cient and convenient. Automatic contriv- 
ances called ‘‘Hynthermal regulators’’ for 
maintaining this identity of the two tem- 
peratures have been devised, and in vari- 
<ms details the calorimetric procedure has 
been perfected. This method, by the way, 
which as applied to calorimeters of chang- 
ing temperatures took its origin at Harvard, 


ow 

is spreading rapidly over the world, and 
has now adherents not only in various parte 
of America, but even so far away as 
Moscow. 

The heat given out by the combustion of 
many organic substances has been studied, 
especial emphasis having been laid upon 
the danger of incompletely burning the 
more volatile compounds, which evaporate 
too quickly to be burned all at once; and 
precautions have been perfected for pre- 
venting this error. In addition, methods 
for determining the heat evolved during 
the solution of metals in acids, the neutrali- 
zation of acids and alkalies, as well as for 
finding the specific heats of solutions— data 
which form the basis of all the thenno*^ 
chemistry of metallic salts — have been im- 
proved and amplified. In connection with 
these researches upon the heat evolved m 
chemical action, a study of methods of 
calibrating thermometers, of determining: 
fixed points upon them by the transition 
temperatures of pure salts, and of sub- 
dividing the intervals between the fixed 
points in various ways so as to correspond 
exactly to the true temperature scale, has 
been carefully conducted. Also, eonrider- 
able time was spent upon the further inves- 
tigation of floating equilibriunt— the point 
at which a sunken sealed float of fixed 
volume neither rises nor sinks in a liquid. 
The effect of concentration of various solu- 
tions on the temperature of this equilibrium 
was studied, as well as the slight volume 
changes suffered by the float with time, 
temperature and pressure. It has been 
shown that with due care this phenomenon 
may be used for either analyzing solutions 
or standardizing thermometers. 

An interesting physico-chemical problem 
connected with the study of transition tem- 
peratures is the effect upon the crystalline 
‘‘melting points” of impurities which 
crystallize out with deposited salts. In par- 
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‘tiealar, the effect of sodium sulphate on 
the “melting point” of hydrated sodium 
ehromate, and the effect of strontium bro- 
mide on strontium chloride, were both care- 
fully studied. 

Another investigation allied both to that 
just mentioned and to the work on com- 
pressibility, is the effect of pressure upon 
the solubility of salts. Theoretically as 
well as experimentally this is not a new 
subject, but there is still great need for the 
procuring of accurate data. A small but 
practicable apparatus was devised, making 
possible the determination of this effect as 
far as 600 atmospheres pressure, and pre- 
liminary results have already been obtained 
upon a number of typical salts. These in- 
vestigations also are still being continued. 

Turning now to the electrochemical side 
of our activities; during the past three 
years we have studied anew the precautions 
necessary in order to determine exactly the 
weight of silver deposited from its solu- 
tions by the galvanic current — a problem 
which has a distinctly practical bearing, 

; in that the weight of deposited silver is one 
of the most satisfactory measures of the 
quantity of electricity flowing through the 
solution. There can be little doubt that 
this weight is in precise accord with the de- 
mands of Faraday’s law of electrolysis, 
that is to say, is directly dependent upon 
tile atomic weight of silver; but disturbing 
oiroumstances enter into the actual deter- 
mination and one of the most important 
outcomes of this work was to show once 
more that the silver under some otrcnin- 
stances may carry down with it appreci- 
able amounts of the solution from which it 
was deposited, thus increasing its appar- 
ent weight and leading to a somewhat er- 
roneous estimate o£ the relation between 
quantity of eleotrieity and quantity of 
substance. This investigation hi being con- 
tinued not only at this laboratory, but also 


at the Bureau of Standards and at Prinee- 
ton University. 

The electromotive foroes manifested by 
metals and amalgams in appropriate solu- 
tions have a significant bearing on (he 
energetic side of chemistry, being oesi- 
cemed not only with the important effeOt 
of concentration on chemical change, but 
also with chemical afiinity itself. On this 
account these electromotive forces have not 
been neglected in the Gibbs Laboratory, 
the behavior of concentrated thallium amal- 
gams and alloys of sodium and lead having 
received attention. The interesting detaib 
of these experimental researches are too 
technical and too elaborate for a brief 
statement of this kind. 

Tet another electrical phenomenon in- 
vestigated was the dielectric behavior of 
non-conducting oi^anic snbstanees. The 
dielectric constants of nearly a score of 
vety pure organic substances were deter- 
mined by means of a modification of a 
standard method, which was improved and 
made much more sensitive and accurate. 

In keeping with the plan to study and 
compare all the important physical prop- 
erties of typical chemical substanees, the 
densities, melting points and boiling points 
of many substances mentioned above, whieh 
had been purified with very great care, 
were determined, taking pau» about aoeu- 
racy in the thefinometrie nieaanreiheitti 
not nsoal in chemical laboratories. It Is 
especially interesting, in view of the difi- 
oulty of complete purification, to have aB 
these variona properties determined on the 
same uniformly pure samplea of material, 
so that the true correlation between llw 
different properdea can be discovered rler, 
obviously, if one aample OOntriniiig <me 
set of ImpmitiM ia us^ for defeerin^i^ 
density, i^ anofter sample 
^ of impurifles is mwd 
the'briling 
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exist between these two properties may be 
quite obseured by the different impurities. 
This is what generally happens when dif- 
ferent people study the properties of vary- 
ing samples. 

One of the most recently undertaken of 
all these investigations is the study of sur- 
face tension of these same organic liquids. 
Surface tension, as you well know, is that 
tendency (caused doubtless by the cohe- 
sion of the molecules of substance) which 
forces any liquid surface to contract as 
much as possible, thus making drops and 
bubbles spherical, and drawing liquids up 
in capillary tubes. Surface tension is of 
peculiar interest in relation to the theory 
of compressible atoms, because it gives 
another clue to the cohesive forces holding 
matter together in the liquid and solid con- 
dition; but the published data even for 
suofa a common substance as water vary 
widely, often as much as 10 per cent. 
Hence the more careful study of this im- 
portant property formed a legitimate part 
of the scheme of investigation for which 
the Wolcott Gibbs Memorial Laboratory 
was planned. In the first year of this re- 
search, which is being continued at the 
present time, we were able to find most of 
the important causes of the serious diverg- 
ences in earlier work. Many of the experi- 
menters had immersed their capillary 
tebw (in which the ^ect was to be meas- 
ured) in other tubes much too narrow for 
fibs purpose, not realizing that even a tube 
aue inch in diameter causes an appreciable 
/^eapiEfiry*' rise of the liquid contained 
it. Again, they failed to allow for 
it^pCieal imperfeotions in the glass of the 
tubes eontaming the liquid, their methods 
of rtteaaurement were sometimes inade- 
jiuM, gad tike mathematieal formulie used 
to the reeolts were often 

to^ preliminary 

briefly 'in the 


July number of the Prootedingt of this 
academy, it is hoped that a distinct ad- 
vance has been made. 

If high quality had not been sought, of 
course the number of investigations could ' 
have been much greater. Some one has 
wisely said that the output of physico- 
chemical work is inversely proportional to 
the square of the grade of accuracy de- 
sired. In the brief space of these few min- 
utes it has been impossible to give much 
more than a mere list. Thoee of yon who 
are specially interested will find many of 
the researches already published in full; 
brief accounts of others are in the Tear 
Books of the Carnegie Institution of 
Washington, and before long it is hoped 
that the rest also may be printed. 

An investigator for whom mneh has been 
done feels gravely the responsibility which 
rests upon him of doing much in return; 
and although in this case be feels the neces- 
sary human inadequacy and incomplete- 
ness of the work just described, neverthe- 
less he hopes that at least a beginning of 
accomplishment has been made, and that 
in the future the Wolcott Gibbs Memorial 
Laboratory, through many years, will 
yield ever increasingly useful additions to 
the sum of human knowledge. 

Thsodobb W. Riohabos 

liUlTAKD UNIVIWIITT 


TES UWE OF EAEWM 
The life of radium, or the length of time 
required for a given quantity of radium to 
be transformed and converted into other 
elements, is a physical magnitude of con- 
siderable importanoe and interest. Its 
chief aignificance lies perhaps within the 
special field of radioactivity where ra^um 
oeeupies a unique position in being the Only 
higddy radioaetive radio-element which po»< 
stoes physical and chemical properties, 
■nd oeeurs in a soffieiently high state Of ’ 



852 


SCIENCE 


[N. B, Yoi.. XLH. No. 1<MM 


concentration, to permit its being obtained 
in reasonable quantities in an isolated and 
purified condition. For this reason radium 
is considered and accepted as a Standard 
or typical radioactive substance, and its 
physical and chemical properties, including 
the value of its atomic weight, are known 
with a considerable degree of precision. 
For some time in the future, therefore, 
radium will occupy this position of relative 
importance and will serve as the basis for 
calculation and comparison with other 
radio-elements possessing less striking chem- 
ical individuality. 

An accurate knowledge of the life of 
radium is also important in the field of 
geology, because of a method which is 
available for estimating the geological antiq- 
uity of some of the older rooka and minerals. 
This method is dependent on the detennina- 
tion of the progress of the radioactive dis- 
integration which has taken place in those 
minerals containing appreciable propor- 
tions of uranium. For the accurate calcu- 
lation of these important magnitudes an 
exact knowledge of the rate of disintegra- 
tion of radium is essential. 

It is possible, moreover, to obtain an esti- 
mate of the probable life of radium by a 
calculation involving as its basis a number 
of other important physical constants. 
These constants will be referred to more 
specifically later. If a knowledge of the 
life of radium can be arrived at by experi- 
mental methods not directly involving these 
constants, then, if the results given by the 
different methods are in good agreement, 
there is good reason for assuming that the 
accepted values for these constants are not 
very different from the true values. 

The disintegration of radioactive sub- 
stances is of such a character that the trans- 
formation of the substance into other ele- 
ments can he expressed by a law in which 
the rate of transformation is an exponential 


function of the time. The rate of trans- 
formation is independttBt of the amount (A 
material undergoing disintegTation and is 
independent of the temperature, the pres- 
surror of any other external condition to 
which we can subject the radioactive sub- 
stance. It proceeds in such a manner that 
if half of the material present is trans- 
formed in a given period of time, half the 
remaining quantity will be transformed in 
a subsequent time of equal duration, and 
half the amount still left will undergo 
change in the third equal interval. This 
w'ill continue indefinitely until the amount 
remaining will be too small to merit con- 
sideration. Since under these conditions 
some of the atoms of the radio-element will 
have an inappreciably short life, while 
others will have an inconceivably long one, 
it is impossible to attach any special signif- 
icance to the term "life of” a radio-element 
except under certain definite restrictions. 
The life of a radio-element may therefore 
be somewhat dogmatically expressed in 
terms of the time required for exactly one 
half of it to be transformed into other sub- 
stances. This constant U known as its 
"half-value period,” and it is the half- 
value period of radium which particularly 
concerns us at the present moment 
The first estimate of the probable life of 
radium was published by Sir Ernest 
Butberford in the first edition of his text- 
book “Badio-activiQr (Cambridge, 1904). 
In the disintegration theory proposed by 
Rutherford and Soddy the assumption was 
made that the expulsion of a-partides by 
radium and other radio-active substances 
was coincident with the changes taking 
place on the disruption of the a>toma, 
namely, that the i^pearaaee of the a-pax- 
tides was indicatire of the aimullauieoQS 
breaking up of the atoms of the fadjor 
dementi Bu^rford further pottidated 
the tiieory that eadi a'PMtide^^ 
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origin in the disintegration of a single 
atom, or in other wor^ that each chang- 
ing atom gave rise to a single a-partiole. 
If this assumption were correct, then an 
estimate of the total number of a-partioles 
emitted by any radioactive substance would 
afford a basis for judging as to the number 
of atoms which underwent transformation 
in any given period. From the results of 
experiments by Wien on the number of 
/J-partioles projected from one gram of 
radium bromide, and from considerations 
based on the ionization produced in a gas 
by the a-particles emitted by a known quan- 
tity of radium, Rutherford reached the 
conclusion that one gram of pure radium 
element expelled 2.5 X 10“ a-particles per 
second. From data based on experimental 
evidence it was assumed that the number of 
molecules in one cubic centimeter of 
hydrogen at standard pressure and temper- 
ature was 3.6 X 10“. Taking the atomic 
weight of radium as 225 it was then calcu- 
lated that there were 1.8 X 10*^ atoms in 
1 gram of radium.^ 

If the total number of atoms present was 
1.8 X 10*’ and the number transformed per 
second was 2.5 X 10“, then the fraction of 
the whole undergoing change per second 
would be 1.4 X lO"”, and per year 4.4 X 
10^. This indicated that the half-valne pe- 
riod of radium was about 1,500 years.* 

Another estimate of the life of radium 
was made by Rutherford in the Bakerian 
leeture delivered before the Royal Society 
in Hay, 19Q4. Assuming that the heating 
effect, which had been observed and meas- 
nrad hr p* Ourie in radium salts, was due 
to the bombardment of the salt by the 
a«paiiicles emitted from the radium which 
it contained and concluding that heat 

* Aa emor was made la this ealeulatioa, sad the 
eeneet auinher based oa the data uMd mooM ban 
fid X iO**. Tbla would bare gim 8,000 yut$ 
fee ''Hw -half wains parted. 

. ' ' 'A ^gCa ;p>Mad3ng, ieetaeta 


eneigy which appeared was derived from 
the kinetic energy of the moving a-particlea, 
Rutherford oaleulated the kinetic energy 
of a sing^ a-partide on the basos of the 
data then available. This be found to be 
6 X lil~* erg per second. The heating effect 
of about 100 gram calmries per hour ob- 
served for one gram of radium corre- 
sponded to 1.2 X 10* erg per second. Con- 
sidering the radium salt as containing four 
a-ray products (Ra, Ra Em, Ra A and 
RaC) and assuming an equal distribution 
of the heating effect between these, it there- 
fore appeared that the number of a-par^ 
tides expelled per second per gram of 
radium itself (and therefore the number of 
atoms of radium breaking up per second) 
was 5 X 10“. Applying the same line of 
reasoning as had been used in the first in- 
stance for deriving the number of atoms in 
one gram of radium, Rutherford obtained 
the value of 800 years for the half-value 
period of radium.* 

In the year 1905 Rutherford* performed 
an experiment in which the electrical charge 
carried by the a-particles from a known 
quantity of radium was measured. This 
was found to be equivalent to 4.07 X 10^ 
ampere per second for the particles emitted 
by one gram of radium. Assuming the 
charge on each particle to be the same in 
value but opposite in sign to the charge car- 
ried by a single electron ; viz., 1.18 X 10*‘* 
coulomb, this gave the number of a-psr- 
tides per second from one gram of radium 
as 6.2 X 10**. Estimating, in this case 
without the previous error, the number ot 
atoms in one gtsm of radium as 3.6 X 10^, 
the value obtained for the rate of change of 
radium oorreqiondB to a half-value period 
of about 1,800 years. 

A new and more accurate determination 

*Tbe ertor atentioiied previooaly was repeated 
boe, mad tbe eoneet value given bx this ealedatioa 
is not 800, bat l^bO ytart. 

• 1^ Mag; 10, p. 108. 
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of the deflection of the a-particles from 
radium in a magnetic and an electrih field 
utas made in 1906 by Rutherford.* This 
gave a value of 5.1 X 10* for the ratio of 
the charge to the mass (e/m) of an a-par- 
ticle. Since the value of e/m for the 
hydrogen ion in the electrolysis of water is 
nearly 10*, Rutherford decided that of a 
number of possible explanations of these 
two differing values, the most probable one 
was that the a-particle consisted of an atom 
of the element helium (atomic weight 4) 
with a charge twuce that of the electron. 
If this assumption is introduced into the 
last previously considered calculation of 
the life of radium, the number for the half- 
value period comes out 2,600 years instead 
of 1,300 years. 

In 1908 Rutherford and Geiger* devised 
an experiment in which the actual number 
of a-particles emitted by a known quantity 
of radium could be accurately counted. 
They also accurately measured the charge 
carried by a known number of these par- 
ticles, and demonstrated the correctness of 
Rutherford’s earlier assumption that the 
charge on a single particle was twice that 
carried by a single electron. From the 
counting experiments it was evident that 
the number of a-particles emitted per sec- 
ond from one gram of radium was 3.57 X 
10'*. The results of these experiments 
also gave data from which a more accurate 
estimate could be made of the number of 
atoms in one gram of hydrogen, via., 
6.2 X 10”. Using the numbers thus derived 
the magnitude of the half-value period of 
radium was again calculated and found to 
be 1,690 years. 

A direct determination of the rate of dis- 
integration of radium by measurements of 
the decrease in radioactivity of a given 
radium salt is not practicable from an ex- 

« PM. Mag., 11, p. MS. 

9proeee4ingi of the Moifot Boeiety, A, 81, p, 
141 ; ibid., A, 81, p. 182. 


perimental standpoint The rate of disia- 
t^pration is so relatively slow and the ex- 
perimental diffionltieB of aecnratelj meaa- 
uring the very small yearly decrease in the 
amount of radium present are so insur- 
mountable that this method of attacking 
the problem is practically excluded. There 
is, however, a way in which a knowledge of 
the life of radium can be obtained which 
depends upon very different principles from 
those involved in calculations employed by 
Rutherford. This method was first sug- 
gested and applied by the writer, and its 
general principles can be briefly described 
as follows: 

The work of Boltwood, McCoy and others 
has conclusively demonstrated that radium 
is a transition product in the radioactive 
disintegration of the element nraninm. The 
sources of radium consist solely of old 
minerals containing nraninm. In these nat- 
ural compounds the uranium has been 
undergoing transfonnation for long periods 
of time and the products of its distotegra- 
tion have been accumulating and have been 
retained in association with the unchanged 
uranium in the mineral Now the nature of 
the successive changes occurring in radio- 
active substances is such that, in any system 
such as that represented by a uranium 
mineral, after sufficient time has elapsed a 
comparatively simple relation will exist be- 
tween the quantities of the different genet- 
ically connected elements present. The 
condition finally attained is known as a 
state of radioactive equilibrium. In this 
state a simple expresriom will define the 
relative amounts of the different, z^ted 
radio-elements eontained in the mineral, 
and, what is more important to our imme- 
diate interests, a very simple relation w31 
exist between the amounts of the 
radio-elements undeigoii^F teaaafoKmation 
in equal periods of itma. 

The rate of dumge of a za^o-eIipMS)i iib 
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so f«r as our knowledge extends, an un- 
alterable and unvarying factor. It may be 
defined in terms of the fraction of the whole 
amount of the element present which under- 
goes transformation in any convenient unit 
of time, a year for example. This factor 
is called the constant of disintegration of 
the radio-element. Its character is such 
that if P represents the number of atoms 
of a radio-element initially present, a is the 
base of the natural system of logarithms, 
t is the time expressed in the chosen units, 
and \ is the disintegration constant; then 
the number of atoms, Pt, of the element 
which will recnain unchanged after the ex- 
piration of an interval t units from the 
start will be expressed by 

Now, in any radioactive system compris- 
ing a parent substance like uranium and a 
aeries of disintegration products, including 
rsdium, for example, when a state of radio- 
active equilibrium has been established the 
conditions will be such that the number of 
atoms of each of the radio-elements in the 
series which undergo change in a given in- 
terval will be the same and equal. Thus if 
TJ be the number of atoms of uranium and 
A, be its constant of change, and if Ra be 
the number of atoms of radium with a con- 
stant of change At, then XfUt^KiBa, and 
this wUl also equal the product of the num- 
ber of otofM of any otlier radio-element in 
the series multiplied by its disintegration 
oonstant. It should be evident from these 
considerations that the quantity (number 
df atoms) of radium formed in any given 
interval will be equal to the quantity (num. 

of atpma) of radium which is trans- 
lonaed in the same interval, an essential 
Mqttir^ent to the postulated condition of 
«|uilibilHm. If, then, we can determine by 
the quantity of radium whi^ 
^ la joeh a system, we obtain 


through this a direct measure of the quan- 
tity of radium which has changed t6 other 
elements during the observed period, and 
if we know the amount of radium present in 
the system we can determine the ratio of the 
two amounts which will be the disintegra- 
tion constant of the radium. If radium 
were formed directly from uranium it 
would be easily possible to separate the 
uranium fnun a quantity of mineral con- 
taining a known amount of radium, purify 
it from all but traces of radium, allow it 
to remain until measurable amounts of 
radium had been produced within it, and 
then compare the radium formed from the 
uranium with the radium present initially 
in the mineral. This was attempted, but it 
was found that the rate of production of 
radium was too slow to be determined with 
any accuracy and was far less than was to 
be expected from theoretical considerations. 
This obstacle was overcome when in 1907 
the writer was able to separate from ura- 
nium minerals a previously unidentified 
radio-element which was intermediate be- 
tween uranium and radium in the series of 
atomic transformations, and which by its 
own disintegration produced radium in 
readily measurable quantities. To this ele- 
racut the name *‘ionium” was given. It 
thus became possible to separate the ionium 
from a mineral containing a known amount 
of radium, and to determine the rate of 
growth of radium in this ionium. This is 
a measure of the rate of production of 
radium in the mineral and therefore a meas- 
ure of the rate of disintegration of the 
radium. 

The two diagrams (Figs. 1 and 2) will 
perhaps be useful in making the general 
conditions and method of procedure more 
easily understood to those without a teeh- 
nieal knowledge of the subject. In the 
&mt (Fig. 1) the amount of uranium 
obaaapng per year relative to the total 
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amount present is shown two cubes 
whose volumes are proportional to ihe num- 
ber oi! atoms involved in the transformation. 
In the second diagram (Fig. 2) the first 
cube on the left is supposed to be of the 
same size as the smaller eube in the first 
figure. Since the constant of change of 


ionium is as yet undetermined^ it has been 
attumed for convenience to be appswd- 
mately the same as that of radium, and the 
amount of ionium in the minaral Is Ihero' 
fore indicated as of tiie same order as 
amount of radium. tVlth ihis limitati^i 
and omitting the alight compBeatioiu^^^^^^ 





DsoBvan IT, 1015] 


SCIENCE 


857 


volved by tb« existence of branch prodacts, 
like sctiniom, and products of a rapid rate 
of change, like the emanation and radium-A, 
the diagrams represent the general condi- 
tions and changes to be found in an old^ 
uranium mineral. The chief relation of 
interest shown by the diagram is that since 
the radium changing to radio-lead can not 
be determined experimentally with suffi- 
cient exactness, it is equally satisfactory 
and very much simpler to determine the 
ionium changing to radium and compare 
its quantity with the total amount of radium 
in the mineral. As a matter of fact the 
actual amounts of radium involved in these 
two quantities need not be known, it is only 
their relative values which are required, 
since the value of the disintegration con- 
stant is determined by the ratio of one of 
these to the other. In this respect the 
method is independent of any standard of 
purity of radium preparations, an advan- 
tage which is not possessed by other meth- 
ods which have been used for attacking the 
problem. Thus, for example, the estimate 
of the half-value period of radium made 
by Rutherford and Geiger as a result of 
their experiments in 1908, had to be altered 
from 1,760 years to 1,690 years, when in 
1912 the present international radium 
standard was adopted. 

The results of a number of experiments 
conducted by the writer according to the 
method just outlined were published in 
1908. In the most satisfactory of these ex- 
periments the mineral taken was a quantity 
of pure, primary North Carolina uraninite. 
almost free from secondary alteration prod- 
nota. About 40 grama of this material were 
used and the ionium was separated (with 
the thorium, which has identical chemical 
properties) by the ordinary analytical 
methods for the separation of thorium. 

V Tjton ue wellikiiowii examplM of nineials too 
yooBg for s ttato of oqiiilihrlum to bavo yot been 
botwooa tbolr mdioaetive eoaatltueatf. 


The growth of radium in this preparation 
of ionium was then measured over a period 
of 147 days, and a rate of change for 
radium corresponding to a half-value pe- 
riod of 1,990 years was obtained. The re- 
sults of the other experiments were in ftur 
agreement with this value, which was as- 
sumed to be the most probable one. It is 
interesting to point out that this estimate 
was made between the time of Rutherford’s 
estimate of 2,600 years and Rutherford and 
Geiger’s estimate of 1,760 years. 

In view of the disagreement of the value 
obtained by the "growing” experiment 
with the value as calculated from Ruther- 
ford and Geiger’s work, it was reasonable 
to suspect that in the "growing” experi- 
ments all of the ionium was not separated 
from the mineral. Such a suggestion was, 
in fact, made subsequently by Rutherford. 
A careful investigation of some of the con- 
ditions associated with the usual methods 
employed for the chemical separation of 
small proportions of thorium from large 
amounts of uranium, indicated that a com- 
plete separation of the thorium under such 
conditions was extremely uncertain if not 
altogether impossible. The chemical be- 
havior of uranium and thorium are stri- 
kingly similar: in the case of the uranous 
(UO,) salts the chemical analogy of the 
two elements is such a close one as to make 
any separation at all almost impossible. 
Since an incomplete separation of the 
ionium would lead to too small a produc- 
tion of radium in the growing experiments, 
under the assumption that the separation 
was complete the calculated half-value pe- 
riod of radium would receive too high a 
value. It was therefore highly desirable 
that the experiments should be repeated 
under conditions which would avoid any 
uneertainty, and which would give an al- 
together trustworthy value for the life of 
radium as determined by this method. 
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This work was undertaken in the univer- 
sity year 1913-14 in my laboratory by Miss 
Ellen Gleditseh, who came to this country 
from Norway for a year of study on a fel- 
lowship of the American Scandinavian 
Foundation. The work has been carried 
out in a very satisfactory manner and, 
after encountering a number of difficulties, 
she has quite recently completed her ex- 
periments at the University of Eristiania. 
A paper by her on the subject will appear 
in the January number of the American 
Journal of Science. 

Miss Gleditseh carried out four separate 
operations, which may be briefly described 
as follows: 

The first was with a specimen of very 
pure North Carolina uraninite weighing 
110 grams and containing 2.46 X 10'® gram 
of radium. The growth of radium from the 
ionium separated from this material gave 
a value for the constant of change of 
3.7X10'^ (per year), which corresponds 
to a half-value period of 1,836 yearn. 

The second was with a specimen of Nor- 
wegian uraninite known as Cleveite, weigh- 
ing 180 grams and containing 3.2 X If^ 
gram of radium. The ionium separated 
from this material grew radium at a rate 
corresponding to a value for the constant 
of 3.9 X 10'* and a half-value period of 
1,780 years. 

The third was with a specimen of Nor- 
wegian uraninite of the variety known as 
Brbggerite, weighing 200 grams and con- 
taining 4.1 X 10"* gram of radium. In 
this experiment the radium grew at a rate 
corresponding to 4.2 X 10"* for the value 
of the constant and indicated a half-value 
period of 1,640 yean. 

In the fourth experiment a specimen of 
very pure Broggerite was used, weighing 
100 grams and containing 2.1 X 10"* gram 
of radium. The value obtained for the 
constant of change of radium was 4.1 X lO"* 


and the half-value period corresponds to 
approximately 1,670 yean. 

In this series of experiments the methods 
for effecting a complete separation of the 
ionium were progressively developed and 
improved. In the last two, the ones in 
which broggerite was used, there were defi- 
nite indications that a complete separation 
had been accomplished. Moreover, Mias 
Gleditseh also measured the amount of 
radium in one of my original ionium solu- 
tions in which the radium had been grow- 
ing for a period of nearly seven yean and 
found that the rate of growth had been 
constant throughout the entire interval. 
This fact disposes of the possible objection 
that the life of ionium is too short to give 
an accurate value for the constant of 
radium as determined by this method. 

It is therefore apparent that the differ- 
ent methods which have been used for esti- 
mating the life of radium give results 
which are in excellent agreement with one 
another. This agreement increases the as- 
surance with which the estimated values 
of certain important physical constants 
involved in the calculation can be accepted 
as approximating closely to the true values. 
As a matter of interest these constants will 
be mentioned. 

Number of a-particles emitted per sec- 
ond by one gram of radiam (element) 
= 3.67X10-‘*. 

The eharge carried by a hydrogen ion in 
electroly8is3sr4.65 X 10"** E.S. imita 

The number of atoms in one gram of hy- 
drogen=»6.2 X 10“. 

The mass of the hydrogen atomssljl 
X 10'” gram. 

The number of moleeules in one ouhle 
centimeter of any gas at standard pressure 
and temperature saa 2.72 X 10**, 

The volume of the radium 
equilibrium with one ijpnm hi 
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= 0.62 cu. mm. calculated, =» 0.63 co. mm. 

found. 

The rate of production of helium per 
year per gram of radium —163 cu. mm. 
calculated, =164 cu. mm. found. 

B. B. Boltwood 


A SUGGESTED EXPLANATION OF “OETBO- 
OENE8IS” IN PLANTS 

The purpose of this paper is not to dis- 
cuss what is called orthogenesis in plants in 
general, hut to cite certain notable illustra- 
tions of it, and to suggest a possible expla- 
nation. There may be some difference of 
opinion as to the proper definition of ortho- 
genesis, but it is used in this paper os stand- 
ing for progressive evolution in a given 
direction, in contrast with more or less suc- 
cessful variations in several directions, in- 
volved in the theories of natural selection 
and mutation. 

My thesis is not to prove that ortho- 
genesis differs in kind from such explana- 
tions of evolution as natural selection or 
mutation, but that the persistent variation 
which results in what is called orthogenesis 
is in response to a persistent change in the 
conditions of living. It is an explanation of 
orthogenesis which contradicts its original 
meaning and makes it a physical rather 
than a vitaliatic phenomenon. 

Another prefatory statement should be 
made. The conclusions reached in this 
paper are not simply inferences from a 
series observations, but are based chiefly 
upon the results of experimental work 
which indicates that the changes called for 
ean be induced as responses to changed 
ooaditieiia. 

The gytunosperms are unique among the 
gjreat plant groups in the length of their 
avnilable histoty, recorded in such a way 
that onr knowle^ of the group may be 
anid tn be fairiy eontinaoua. Other great 
either relatively shoctdtved, or 


their records, at least so far as our knowl- 
edge of them is concerned, are veryAiscon- 
tinuous. As a consequence, many lines of 
advance among gymnoaperms can be traced 
in unbroken series fnnn the Devonian to the 
present time, involving structures that have 
been assumed to be beyond the influences of 
external conditions. 1 wish to call atten- 
tion to four such lines of advance, and to 
draw certain conclusions which have some 
bearing upon evolutionary theory. 

1. The Egg. — A remarkable series of pro- 
gressive changes is recorded as one traces 
the development of the female sex organ 
(archegonium) from the most primitive 
gymnosperms to the most recent. The 
gradual change consists in the shifting of 
the time of appearance of the archegonium 
in the ontogeny of the gametophyte (the 
sexual individual). In the most primitive 
gymnosperms the archegonia appear at 
what may be called the full maturity of the 
gametophyte, just as they do in the pro- 
tballis of ordinary ferns. An unbrokmt 
series can be traced, representing an earlier 
and earlier appearance of archegonia in the 
ontogeny of the gametophyte. extending 
from full maturity to very early embryonie 
stages. In this ontogeny three stages may 
be roughly distinguished: (1) free nuclear 
division; (2) primary wall formation; (3) 
growth of tissue. It is toward the end of 
the third stage that archegonia appear in 
the most primitive gymnosperms; and the 
gymnosperms of to-day, whose archegonia 
are late in appearing, as the Cycads, are 
primitive in this feature, though they may 
be advanced in some others. 

As one proceeds with the history of the 
group, it can be observed that the appear- 
ance of archegonia shifts back throng the 
third atage, more and more tissue being 
developed after their appearance. Next 
^ey are observed forming at the second 
stage, that of primary wall formation. In 
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Torreya, for example, as soon as there are 
walled cells at all, the archegonium initiala 
become recognizable; and all of the tissue 
development (the so-called endosperm) ap- 
pears after the archegonia are under way. 

Finally the shift is made into the first 
stage of gametophyte development, that of 
free nuclear division, so that, of course, 
there is no archegonium initial, and no 
archegonium, as in Onetum, the egg being 
organized in connection with a free nucleus. 
If one were to continue this progress into 
Angiosperms, he would find eggs appearing 
earlier and earlier in the free nuclear stage 
•of the gametophyte, so that the free nuclei 
are relatively few when eggs are organized ; 
«nd recently a form has been found in 
which the megaspore nucleus organizes an 
ngg directly, so that this backward move- 
ment in ontogeny has reached its limit, at 
least in one extreme case. 

Such a series of progressive changes in 
gymnoBperms, and there are several others 
equally distinct, furnishes us perhaps our 
most impressive illustration of what Naegeli 
called “progressive evolution,” which we 
have come to call orthogenesis. Here is a 
steady progress in a given direction through 
an immeasurable lapse of time, during 
which, presumably, the plants have been 
exposed to every conceivable change of con- 
ditions. 

Recent experimental work upon sexual- 
ity in plants, however, may suggest an ex- 
planation for this phenomenon among 
gymnosperms. It is now known that the ap- 
pearance of gametes (the sexual cells) is in 
response to certain conditions affecting 
metabolism. When the gamete is associated 
with a sex organ, as the archegonium, the 
conditions for gamete formation are the 
conditions for arohegonium formation. In 
other words, the essential response is the 
gvnete ; a sex organ may or may not be in- 
volved. Speaking in very general terms. 


the conditions that favor gamete forma- 
tion are associated with minimum vegeta- 
tive activity. These conditions may affect 
the plant as a whole, in such forms as alg», 
or only certain protoplasts, and in them the 
sex response occurs. It follows in the case 
of our gymnosperms that any change of 
conditions shortening the period of vegeta- 
tive activity, would thereby hasten the ap- 
pearance of eggs in the ontogeny of the 
gametophyte. This is exactly the result 
that would follow the differentiation of the 
year into definite seasons. In other words, 
this progressive change in the time of the 
appearance of the eggs of gymnosperms 
seems to hold some relation to the evolu- 
tion of climate. It is significant, perhaps, 
that the two great living groups of gymno- 
sperms, Cycads and Conifers, are contrasted 
not only in the feature under discussion, 
but also in geographic distribution. The 
Cycads, primitive in the late appearance of 
eggs, are tropical; while the Conifers, ad- 
vanced in the early appearance of eggs, are 
found in the sharply differentiated seasons 
of the temperate regions. In any event, wo 
know that a gamete is a response to condi- 
tions affecting unfavorably the ordinary 
metabolism of a plant; and the most reg- 
ularly recurring variable that affects nat- 
ural vegetation is climate. 

2. The Proembryo. — A parallel illustra- 
tion of progressive evolution is presented 
by the proembiyo of gymnosperms. Un- 
fortunately the embryos of paleozoic gymno- 
sperms have not as yet been foiud, not be- 
cause they did not exist, as some have im- 
agined, but because we have not been see- 
tioning the proper seeds. In any event, it 
is now becoming safe to predict their gen- 
eral character. 

In the most primitive gpantmpemB the 
proembiyo is an extensive tissue, completely 
filling the large egg, best illustrated by 
Oingko among living fonns. Just as in tba 



paoncuB 17« 1015] 


acmms 


861 


case of nuclear division in any large cell, 
there is a certain amount of free nuclear 
division before wall formation begins. In 
these primitive gymnosperms successive 
free nuclear divisions continue until nu- 
merous free nuclei are distributed through- 
out the egg, and then primary wall forma- 
tion dlls the egg with proembryonic tissue, 
consisting sometimes of hundreds of cells. 
The progressive change consists in the 
earlier and earlier appearance of wall for- 
mation in the history of the embryo, thus 
restricting free nuclear division, and limit- 
ing the extent of proembryonic tissue. 

In the Cyoads, for example, permanent 
proembryonic tissue occurs in every amount, 
from almost dlling the egg (not completely 
filling it, as in Oingko) to a relatively small 
amount at one pole of the egg, as in Zcmia, 
When this type of change is followed into 
the Conifers, the proembryonic tissue is 
found to be reduced to a few cells, and in 
some of the Onetalcs there is no free nu- 
clear division, so that the proembryo, in the 
ordinary sense, has disappeared, a condition 
which characterizes the angiosperms. The 
conditions that favor wall formation and 
inhibit continued free nuclear division are, 
of course, unknown in a definite way, but 
that this phenomenon is a response to some 
progressive change in conditions is evident 

After recognizing the kind of changes 
that influence gamete formation, and that 
perhaps explain the progressive evolution 
of the archegonium situation, it is of inter- 
est to discover whether these two series of 
progressive changes in general proceed pari 
passu. Without going into details, it may 
be said in general that they do. In other 
words, forms whose arohegonia appear to- 
ward the maturily of the gametophyte have 
large proembryos; while those forms that 
have eliminated arohegonia have also elimi- 
nated proembryos (that is, in the gymno- 
sperin sense of free nuclear division as a 


preliminaiy stage). Whether declining 
metabolic activity favors wall foimation, as 
contrasted with free nuclear division, os it 
certainly does gamete formation, I am not 
prepared to say; but the situation lends 
itself to experimental answer. 

These two illustrations of progresrive 
evolution suggest that orthogenems does not 
differ from other kindB of evolution in being 
some kind of determinate mechanism that 
does not respond to a changing environ- 
ment, but only in that it is a response to 
some progressive evolution of environment. 
Of course, we all realize that the word en- 
vironment covers a tremendous complex of 
interacting factors, which the ecologist is 
trying to disentangle. The point made here, 
however, is not to suggest the factors that 
have been instrumental in bringing these 
changes to pass, but to suggest that tiie fac- 
tors, whatever they may be, are external, 
and that the changes are responses. If the 
change is progressive, the variation in con- 
ditions is progressive. 

3. The Cotyledons . — ^No feature of the 
embryo of gymnosperms has been more dis- 
cussed than their mixture of dicotyledony 
and polycotyledony. The discussion has 
revolved about the conviction that one of 
these conditions must be primitive and the 
other derived from it. To some, dicotyled- 
ony is the primitive condition, because 
Cycads and Bennettltales are dicotyledon- 
ous, and they seem most primitive in other 
features. According to this view polycoty- 
ledony has been derived from dicotyledony 
by splitting. To others, polycotyledony is 
the primitive condition, chiefly because it is 
characteristic of Abietinete, and in that case 
dicotyledony has been derived from it by 
fusicm. 

It would be a boon to one or the other of 
these schools if the embryos of Cycadoflli- 
oales or Cordaitales should be discovered, 
and found to be positively either polyooty- 
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ledoDous or diootj’ledonoxu. My prophecy 
Is that they wdll be found to be both, A 
study of cotyledony in general has shown 
that these two conditions, and also mono- 
ootyledony, are merely different, and often 
variable final expressions of a common 
method of development. A cotyledonary 
zone or ring always develops around the 
growing point, and upon this ring a vari- 
able number of primordia appear, nearly 
always more than finally develop. The 
whole ring continues to develop in connec- 
tion with one or two or more growing 
points, the others having been checked by 
conditions easily explained by the ontogeny 
of the embryo, especially by the time and 
position of the appearance of the immedi- 
ately succeeding members. When one finds 
not only dicotyledony, but also polycoty- 
ledony, among the Monocotyledons, it be- 
comes apparent that the number of coty- 
ledons is a variable. The wonder is that it 
is as constant as it appears to be. 

The interesting evolutionary feature is 
that polycotyledony is so much more com- 
mon among gymnosperms than among 
angiosperms. It is perhaps safe to say that 
it was as common among most primitive 
gymnosperms as was dicotyledony 5 or 
rather that the number of cotyledons was 
much more variable than in any living 
group of seed plants. This interesting situ- 
ation is still further esnphasized by the re- 
markable constancy of dicotyledony in the 
Dicotyledons and of monocotyledony in the 
Monocotyledons, but I know of none of them 
in which less than four cotyledonary grow- 
ing points start. The conditions that seem 
to determine the number of cotyledons to be 
developed by a cotyledonary ring are too 
numerous to be discussed here, but in gen- 
eral they have to do with the rate of growth 
of the subsequent members of the embryo. 
For example, if the subsequent leaves begin 
to appear almost immediately and devebp 


vigorously, the ootykidonary ring usually 
becomes one-sided in development, and the 
result is a single large cotyledon in an ap- 
parently terminal poritlon. Many mono- 
cotyledonouB embryos, in which for some 
reason there is an elongation of the stem 
before the first leaves begin a vigorous 
growth, develop two cotyledons, as in the 
case of numerous grasses. This is the usual 
sequence in Dicotyledons ; while in polyoot- 
yledonoos forms there is much delay in the 
appearance of the subsequent members, and 
no inhibition of cotyledon primordia. All 
this variation in the number of cotyledons 
suggests variations in the conditions of 
growth, since it depends upon rate of 
growth in the so-called “plumule.” 

4. The 8eed.~— Another noteworthy illus- 
tration of progressive evolution in gymno- 
sperms, associated with the same conditions 
that seem to have determined the changes 
previously cited, is the progressive sitnpH- 
ficatioB of the ovule and seed. As yet the 
most primitive ovule is not available, and 
the hiatus in our knowledge between the 
fern sporangium or sorus, and the most 
primitive known ovule is complete. In 
that unknown region heterospory devel- 
oped, and then the seed-forming ovule, but 
the steps are left to conjecture. The in- 
teresting fact, however, is that the most 
primitive ovules and seeds we know are the 
most complex, and that there has been s 
progressive simplification through the 
whole series of seed plants. This simplifi- 
cation has not only involved the layers of 
the testa, as often pointed out; but its grad- 
ual progress is most completely shown by 
the vasonlar supply to the ovule and seed. 
The very gradual elimination of the vas- 
cular elements is a measure of the pro- 
gressive simplification of the whole strae- 
ture. We have found that the vascular 
supply does not determine the atraoture; 
but the stmeture determines the vaseidar 
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supply. Ovule and seed formation are 
assoeiated with the closing activities of a 
period of growth, and any shortening of 
this period by a sharp differentiation of 
seasons should leave some impress upon 
ovule and seed development. This pro- 
gressive simplification of the ovule deserves 
attention in the effort to discover its con- 
ditions ; and the whole story, excepting the 
introductory chapter, is recorded in the his- 
tory of gymnosperms. 

In conclusion it may be emphasized that 
the gymnosperms, with their unparalleled 
perspective, are not only of importance in 
connection with the problems of the origin 
of seed plants and of angiosperms, but also 
in developing some conception of evolu- 
tionary progress quite apart from fluctu- 
ating variations or even mutations, and 
certainly beyond the control of any experi- 
mental work in genetics. It is obvious now 
that the phenomenon of progressive evolu* 
tion in plants is not to be explained by any 
so-called ‘inherent tendency,” but rather 
as a continuous response to progressive 
changes in the conditions for vegetative 
activity. When these conditions are anal- 
yzed, the response called orthogenesis in 
plants will become to some extent an index 
of the evolution of climate. 

John M. Coui.tbr 

UNimnisiTY or Chicago 


ms CONVOCATION WEEK MEETINGS OF 
SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES 

Thb American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science arvd the national scientific 
societies named below will meet at Columbus, 
Ohio, during convocation week, beginning on 
Monday, December 27, 1915: 

Amsritiaa Atttwttftiort for /Ac Advancement of 
Presideat Br. W. W, Campbell, Dt- 
xesteir Liek f^servatory; retiring president, Dr. 
Charles W. Eliot, Harvard University; perma- 
heat eesjretaiy, Br. L. O. Howard, SmitheonMus 


Institution, Washington, B. C.; general secretary, 
Mr. Henry Skinner, Academy of Natural Sciences, 
Logan Square, Philadelphia, Pa.; secretary of the 
council. Professor W. E, Henderson, Ohio State 
Univemity. 

Section A — Mothemiitios and Astronomy , — 
Vice-president, Professor A. O. Leuschner, Uni- 
versity of California; secretary, Professor Forest 
R. Moulton, University of Chicago, Chicago, 111. 

Section B — Bhysioe, — Vice-president, Professor 
pTcdcrick Blate, University of California ; sec- 
retary, Dr. W. J. Humphreys, U. S. Weather 
Bureau, Washington, B. C. 

Section C — C/i-emtsfry. — ^Vice-president, Pro- 
fessor W. McPherson, Ohio State University; sec- 
retary, Dr. John Johnston, GeOphysneal Labora- 
tory, Washington, D. C. 

Section D — -Mechanical Science and Engineeriny, 

‘ — president, Bion J. Arnold, Chicago; sec- 
retary, Professor Arthur H. Blanchard, Columbia 
University, New York City, 

Section E— Geology and Geography. — Vice- 
president, Professor C, 8. Prosser, Ohio State 
University; secretary, Professor George F. Kay, 
University of Iowa. 

Section, F — Zoology. — Vice-pTesident, Profeeaor 

V. L. Kellogg, Stanford University; secretary, 
Professor Herbert V. Neal, Tufts College, Mass. 

Section G — Botany. — Vice-president, Professor 

W. A, Setchell, University of California; secre- 
tary, ProfceiH>r W. J. V. Osterhout,. Harvard Uni- 
versity, Cambridge, Mass. 

Section H — Anthropology and Psychology . — 
Vice-president, Professor G. M. Stratton, Univer- 
sity of California; secretary, Professor George 
Grant MncCnrdy, Yale University; New Haven, 
Conn. 

Section I — Social and Economic Science . — Vict^- 
president. Geo. F. Kunz, Now York; secretary, 
SejTnour C. Loomis, 6fl Church St., New Haven, 
C4)nn. 

Section K — Physiology and Experimental Medi- 
cine. — Vice-president, Professor F. P. Gay, Uni- 
versity of California; secretary, Professor C.-E. 
A. Winslow, Yale University. 

Section t — ^Educatiem, — Vice-president, Profesaor 
E. P. Gubberley, Stanford University; secretary, 
Dr. Bttiart A, Courtis, Detroit, Mich. 

Section M — A (r»Soultttrc.— Vice-president, Pro- 
fessor Eugene Davenport, University of Illinois; 
secretary, Br* E. W. Allen, U. S. Department of 
Agricultnre, Washington, D. C. 
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The Arnerioan Physical Society,— December 2S- 
30* President, Professor Ernest Merritt, Cornell 
University; secretary, Professor A. D. CJoIe, Ohio 
State University, Columbus, Ohio. 

The American Federation of Teachers of the 
Mathematical and the Natural Sciences, — Secre- 
tary, Dr, Wm. A, Hedrick, McKinley Manual 
Training School, Washington, D. 0. 

The American Society of Natwralists. — ^Decem- 
ber 30. President, Profeesor Frank B. Liillle, 
University of Chicago; secretary, Dr. Bradley M. 
Davis, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 
Pa* 

The American Society of Zoologists . — December 
28-^0. President, Professor William A. Locy, 
Northwestern University; secretary, Dr. Caswell 
Grave, The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, 
Md. 

The Entomological Society of America. — De- 
cember 29-31. President, Professor Vernon L. 
Kellogg, Stanford University; secretary, Pro- 
fessor Alexander D. MacQillivray, 603 West Michi- 
gan Ave., Urbana, 111. 

The American Association of Economic Ento- 
mologists , — December 27-30, President, Pro- 
fessor Glen W. Herrick, Cornell Univereity; sec- 
retary, A. P. Burgess, Melrose Highlands, Masa 

The Botanical Society of Amerioa. — ^Presi- 
dent, Professor John M. Coulter, University 
of Chicago; secretary, H. H. Bartlett, 835 Pack- 
ard St, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

The American Phytoyaihologioal Society, — De- 
cember 2S-“31, President, Professor H, H. Whet- 
jtel, Cornell University; secretary, Dr. C. L. Shear, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, Waehington, 
D. C. 

American Nature Study Society , — December SC- 
SI. President, Dr. L. H. Bailey, Ithaca, N. T.; 
secretary, Professor E. B. Downing, University of 
Chicago, Chicago, 111. 

School Cfarden Association of America,— Decem- 
ber 29-30. President, Van Evrie Kilpatrick, W4 
West 30th St., New York, N. T. 

American Association of Offioidl Sortieultural 
Inspectors . — December 28-29. Cbairman, W, H 
Rumsey, Morgantown, W. Va.; secretary, Pro- 
fessor J. G. Skunders, State Capitol, Madison, 
Wis. 

The American Microscopical Society.— Deem- 
her 29. President, Professor Ohas. A, Eofold, 
University of California; secretary, T. W. Gallo- 
way, James Millikin University, Decatur, HI. 


American Mathcmaiicdl Society (Chicago Sec- 
tion). — December 30 to January 1. Chairman, 
Professor E. J. WUezynski, University of Chi- 
cago; secretary, Professor H. £. Slaught, 5548 
Kenwood Avenue, Chicago, HI 

The Southern Society for Philosophy and Psy- 
chology . — December 28-30. Presideiit, Professor 
J. C. Barnes, Maryville College; secretary, Pro- 
fessor L. B. Geissler, University of Georgia, 
Athens, Ga. 

Botanists of the Central States . — Will hold no 
separate meeting, but will present its papers in 
connection with Section G. President, Professor 
H. C. Cowles, University of Chicago; secretary, 
Dr. Edward A. Burt, Missouri Botanical Garden, 
Bt. Louis, Mo. 

Society for Horticultural Science . — December 
28-29. President, W. L, Howard; secretary, Pro- 
fessor C. P. Close, College Park, Maryland. 

Association of Official Seed Analysis of North 
America . — December 28 and 29. President, W. L. 
Oswald; secretary, John P. Heylar, Agricultural 
Experiment Station, New Brunswick, N. J. 

^ooietj/ of Sigma XI . — December 28. Presi- 
dent, Chas. 8. Howe, Case School; secretary, Pro- 
fessor Henry B. Ward, University of Hlinois, Ur- 
bana, HI. 

BOSTON 

The American Physiological Society . — December 

27- 29. President, Professor W. B. Cannon, Har- 
vard Medical School, Boston, Mase. ; secretary, 
Professor Chas. W. Greene, Univerrity of Missouri, 
Columbia, Mo. 

The American Society of Biological Chemists , — 
December 27-30, President, Professor Walter 
Jones, The Johns Hopkins University; secretary, 
Professor Philip A. Shaffer, Washington Univer- 
sity Medical School, St. Louis, Mo. 

The Society of Pharmaodogy and Experimental 
Therapeutics . — December 27-29. President, Dr, 
Torald Sollmann, Western Beserve University 
Medical School, Cleveland, Ohio; secretary, Zbr. 
John Auer, Rockefeller Institute for Medical Re- 
search, New York City* 

washingtok; n. o. 

The Geological Society of America . — ^December 

28- 30. President, Professor A. P. Coleman, Uni- 
versity of Toronto; secretary. Dr. Bdnuind Otis 
Hovey, American Museum of Natural History, 
New York City. 

The Asmeiaticn of Ameriean Geografhere.-— De- 
cember 30-^aauary 1. President, Professor IL 
Dodge, Teaeben College, Columbia University; 
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fleereiat 7 . Dr. Isaiah Bowman, Broadway and 156th 
Bt., New York City* 

Paleontological Society, — December 29-30. 
President, I>r. E. O. Ulrich, U. S. Geological Sur- 
vey; eecretary, Dr, B. 8. Baasler, U. S. National 
Mueeum, WaBhington, D. C. 

The American Anthropological Aeeooiation , — 
December 27-^31. Preddent, P. W. Hodge, Bureau 
of American Ethnology; secretary, Professor 
George Grant MacCurdy, Yale University, New 
Haven, Conn. 

The American Folk-Lore Society. — Convocation 
Week. President, Dr. P. E. Goddard, American 
Museum of Natural History, New York City; sec- 
tary, Dr, Charles Peabody, 197 Brattle St., Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

The American Fconomic Association. — ^December 
2^30. President, Professor W. F. Willcox, Cor- 
nell University; secretary, Professor AUyn A. 
Young, Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y. 

The American Sociotogioal Society. — December 
28-31. President, Professor B. A. Boss, Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin; secretary, Professor Scott E. 
W. Bedford, University of Chicago, Chicago, III. 

NIW BAVBN 

The Association of American Anatomists. — De- 
cember 28-30. President, Professor G. Carl 
Huber, University of Michigan; secretary, Dr. 
Charles R. Stockard, Cornell University Medical 
School, New York City. 

URBAN a 

The Society of American Bacteriologists. — De- 
cember 28-30. President, Dr. D. H. Bergey, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania; secretary, Dr. A. Parker 
Hitchens, Glenolden, Pa. 

KIJW TORK OITT 

The American Mathemaiioal Society. — ^De- 
cember 27-28, President, Professor E. W. Brown, 
Yale UnivefTsity ; secretary, Professor F. N. Cole, 
501 West lieth 8t., New York City, 

OHICAOO 

The American Psychotogioal Association. — De- 
cember 28-30. President, Professor John B. Wat- 
son^ The Johns Hopkins University; secretary, 
Proifessor B. M. Ogden, UniverSi^ of Kansas, 
Lawrence, Kansas. 

PHlLASStraZA 

The Ameriom Philosophioal Association.— De- 
eembar 88-^0. President, Professor A, 0. Arm- 
strong, Wesleyan University; seoretnry, Professor 
JL 0. SpHidding, Prineeton, N, J. 


SCimTlFJC NOTES AND NEWS 

Thr Boyal medals of the Boyal Society hare 
been awarded to Sir Joseph Larmor, FJt.S., 
for his contributions to mathematioal and 
physical science, and to Dr. W. H. B. Birers, 
F.B.S., for his contributions to ethnography 
and ethnology. The Oopley medal is awarded 
to Professor Ivan Fetrovitch Pavlov, for his 
investigations in the physiology of digestion 
and of the higher centers of the nervous sys- 
tem; the Davy medal to Professor Paul Saba- 
tier, for his researches on contact action and 
the application of ^ely-divided metals as 
catalytic agents, and the Hughes medal to Pro- 
fessor Paul Langevin, for his contributions to 
electrical science. 

The Symons Memorial gold medal of the 
Boyal Meteorological Society has been awarded 
to Dr. C. A. Angot, director of the French 
Meteorological Bureau. 

Dr. BCknry Shoemaker Oonard, professor of 
botany at Grinnell College, has been appointed 
visiting lecturer on botany at Harvard Uni- 
versity for the second half of the academic 
year. 

Dr. W, A. Orton and Dr. 0. L. Shear, of 
the United States Department of Agriculture, 
have been appointed delegates from the Amer- 
ican Phytopathological Society to the Second 
Pan-American Congress meeting in Wariiing- 
ton, December 27 to January 8. 

Staff-Surgeon G. M. Levick has been spe- 
cially promoted to the rank of fleet surgeon in 
the British navy for his services with the Brit- 
ish antarctic expedition in 1910. 

Dr. WiLFRm T. Qbsnfell, known for his 
work in Labrador, has accepted an invitation 
to take charge of a division of a hospital unit 
sent to France by Harvard University. He 
will return in the spring to Labrador. 

Db. William H. EbATH, of Buflalo, has been 
appointed executive medical adviser and sani- 
tarian to the king of Siam. His duty will be 
to establish modem sanitary conditions in that 
country. 

H. H. Clayton, in charge of the forecast de- 
partment for the Argentine Weather Bureau^ 
is returning to this country for a visit 



aClENCS 


[N. B. Voih IOM. Ko. low 


866 


WoBD haB reached the American Museum of 
Natural History that both the Crocker Land 
expedition and the r^ief party sent to its aid 
will spend the winter ice-bound in the Arctic. 
Ijetters received from Donald B. MacMillan, 
leader of the Crocker Land expedition, by way 
of Copenhagen, said that the men of his party 
were in good health and were preparing to 
spend the winter in the Arctic regions, and to 
continue explorations in the spring. Dr. Ed- 
mund 0. Hovey, who is leading the relief 
party on the ateamer Oeorge B. Cluett, re- 
ports his ship frozen in at North Star Bay, 120 
miles north of Etah, the base of the MacMillan 
expedition. 

The third regular meeting of the session of 
the New York Section of the American Chem- 
ical Society was held in Humford Hall, on the 
evening of December 10, in conjunction with 
the New York Section of the Society of Chem- 
ical Industry and the American Electrochem- 
ical Society. This meeting was the second of 
the series dealing with the subject of Fniver- 
aity and Industry.” The speakers announced 
were Richard 0. Maclaurin, president, Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology ; Henry P. Tal- 
bot, professor of inorganic chemistry, Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology; William H. 
Walker, professor of chemical engineering, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology; 
Arthur D. Little, member of corporation, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, These 
papers were followed by an address on "The 
Naval Consulting Board of the United 
States,” by Dr. L. H. Baekeland and Dr, W. E. 
Whitney, members of the board. 

Professor W. S, Pranklin recently gave 
two addresses before the Physical Science Club 
of Oborlin College. His subjects were: " Bill’s 
School and Mine ” and " Some Phenomena of 
Fluid Motion — The Curved Flight of a Base- 
ball.” 

Professor G, A. Mitohell, director of the 
Leander McCormick Observatory, Universi^ 
of Virginia, lectured at the Brooklyn Institute 
of Arts and Sciences, on November 20, on 
"The Exact Distances of the Stars.” On 
November 22 he lectured in Harrisburg before 
the Natural History Society on " The Sun,” 


Dr. John Pogui Stbwart, professor of ex- 
perimental pomology in the Pennsylvania 
State College, addressed the Illinois State 
Horticultural Society at the ITniversity of 
Illinois, on December 16 and ll. The subjeots 
presented were " Methods of Infiuencing Yield 
and Commercial Quality in Apples ” and 
" Latest Developments in Sulphur Sprays,” 

A BRONZE statue of Captain B. F. Scott, 
R.N., subscribed for by officers of the British 
navy, has been erected in Waterloo Place, 
London, The statue, which shows the explorer 
in polar dress, is the work of Lady Scott. Mr. 
A. J. Balfour, first lord of the admiralty, un- 
veiled the statue on November 6, 

Carl Axel Robert Lundin, maker of many 
of the largest telescopic lenses in the world, 
died at his home in Cambridge on Novem- 
ber 28. 

Professor Edouard Pbillibui, member of the 
French Academy of Sciences, known for his 
work in botany and especially phytopathology, 
died on October 8, at the age of eighty-six 
years. 

Professor Hans Gross, a distinguished 
Austrian criminologist, has died at the age of 
sixty-eight years. 

Section M (Agriculture) of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science will 
hold two sessions, in Townsend Hall, ITniver- 
sity of Ohio, on Tuesday, December 28. The 
morning session, at 10 o’clock, will be devoted 
to the vioe-preaidential address of Profeeeor 
L. H. Bailey, on " The Forthcoming Situation 
in Agricultural Work.” At the afternoon ses- 
sion at 2 o’clock, a symposium will be pre- 
sented On " The Relation of Science to Meat 
ftoduction.” The subject will be introduced 
by president W. 0* Thompson, of Ohio State 
Universily, smA will be devdoped by the fol- 
lowing speakers : 

President H. J. Waters, Kansas State Agiieul- 
tural College, on in Belation to Growth and 

Meat Production.'* 

Professor L. D, Hall^ Offiee of MgtketBj XJ, S* 
Department of Aj^evltnre, on Aj^apats 

of Meat Production and Markethig*'’ 

professor Herbert W. Mnnuford, Hnlverilty of 



:I>Eaiinmi 17, 1916] 


SCIENCE 


867 


IllinoSfi, on The Problem of Meat Produetion on 
the High-priced Lands of the Middle West. ’ ’ 

Dr. A. B. Ward^ Bureau of Animal Industry, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, on ^'Diieaee 
Control as a Factor in Meat Production.'' 

The kite photography expedition which has 
been making aerial views over the crater of 
Kilauoa Volcano for the past six months under 
the expert direction of C. F. Haworth, O.E., 
has returned with a series of views from lofty 
positions, showing the volcano as it has never 
before been viewed. This difficult feat, under 
most trying conditions of winds, calms and 
volcanic emanations, has been done to add 
nwessary data to the photograph ic survey 
made for the large naturalistic model of 
Kilauca which lias now been under constant 
construction for nearly three years for the 
Harvard Geological Department, the first work 
of tliis class yet supported by American geol- 
ogists. Only one other comparable work has 
been constructed in this country, the model of 
the coral island “ Bora Bora,” for the Agassiz 
Museum. These naturalistic land reliefs by 
the geologist land sculptor, Curtis, belong to 
a new field of geolog:^% which is bringing a 
fresh and wider interest into the earth sci- 
ences. 

The Journal of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation states that the damage suit against 
Rockefeller Institute for $200,000, brought by 
two of the former employees of the institute, 
was dismissed in the United States District 
Court on November 4. The plaintiffs in the 
case alleged that the doctors had persuaded 
them to submit to the injection pf serum from 
which they had become infected with an in- 
cturable disease. The court held that the facts 
were insuIBcient to constitute a cause of action. 

The New School of Tropical Medicine and 
Research Laboratories in Calcutta are, accord- 
ing to the Pioneer Mail, as quoted by Nature, 
now ready for occupation. They will be asso- 
ciated with the Calcutta Medical College, so 
a constant supply of tropical material 
he available for study. A subject to which 
stu^ trill be devoted will be the pharmacology 
of Indian dtugs. The number of research 
takers at present arranged for is eight. 


Dr. L. H. Pehninoton, forest pathologrist of 
the New York State CoUege of Forestry at 
Syracuse, has just found the chestnut tree 
blight in a chestnut grove at Sand Ridge xiot 
far from Phoenix. This is the first report of 
an occurrence of the blight in this section of 
New York state. The preeeno© of the blight in 
Oswego County indicates that the chestnut 
trees in all parts of the state will sooner or 
later be attacked. The occurrence of the 
blight at Sand Ridge is in the form of a spot 
infection where but a single tree is found to 
be infected. The tree in this instance was al- 
ready completely girdled and killed and the 
fungi in fruiting condition. Other trees may 
thfjrefore have been infected before this one 
was discovered and removed. If these spot 
infections can be discovered in time and the 
diseased trees removed and destroyed at once, 
the general spread of the disease may be re- 
tarded and the life of chestnut groves pro- 
longed several years in this part of the state. 

A GIFT of $1,000, unusual in the conditions 
under which it was offered, has been accepted 
by the trustees of Cornell University from an 
anonymous donor. The money was placed 
under the control of Professor G. D. Harris, 
of the department of geology, with the stipu- 
lation that payments shall be made from the 
fund to Professor Harris as and when he re- 
quests and no accounts shall be required be- 
yond simple receipts from Professor Harris 
eayii^g that the sum or sums he may request 
from time to time have been received and that 
they are to be exi)ended for purposes which in 
his opinion will be of assistance to a student 
or students of geology as the case may be.’^ 
Following the stipulation concerning the use 
of the money the anonymous donor explained 
his position with a tribute to Professor Har- 
ris's work as geologist and teacher. ^'I may 
perhaps explain,” writes the donor, “that It 
has been my privilege to attend courses at 
three univeopsities, the University of Indiana, 
Cornell University and the University of Wis- 
consin, and at none of these have I known of 
any man who so fully as Professor Harris had 
the teid training and development of his stu- 
dents at heart or who in so extreme a degree 
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of Tmaelfifthneas lived only for their good and 
for the advancement of the science.” 

XtaaiSTaATTOK for the new courses in public 
health administration, offered by the Univer- 
aity and Bellevue Hospital Medical College, 
indicate that many health officers, both of the 
New York Oity^s health department and from 
other localities of New York State, are taking 
work in compliance with the new requirement 
of the New York State Public Health Council. 
Those connected with the municipal health 
department who have enrolled for this work 
now number twenty, while the enrollment of 
those who have elected the correspondence 
’method for meeting the new ruling has reached 
a total of fifty. The new courses, which were 
first offered by the university during the past 
summer, have been arranged in accordance 
with the new regulation of the Public Health 
Council, which has made it obligatory for 
health officers to supplement their professional 
education with further instruction in admin- 
istering to the general health of the commu- 
nity. For students who have previously se- 
cured their M.D. degree, upon the completion 
of one year of study, including actual attend- 
ance at lectures and laboratory work, it is pos- 
sible to earn the degree of doctor of public 
health. 

’From investigations carried on by the New 
York State College of Forestry, at Syracuse, in 
the basket willow growing section about Liv- 
erpool and Lyons in New York state and in 
the study of reports of basket manufacturers, 
it finds that the bulk of the willow ware used 
in the United States is manufactured in the 
little town of Liverpool, just north of Syra- 
cuse. The Liverpool shops use over 8,000 tons 
of basket willow stock which is 16 per cent, of 
the total stock used in the country. About a 
year ago basket willow stock was bringing 
from $20 to $25 per ton delivered at the Liv- 
erpool factories. To-day, owing to the cutting 
off of the foreign supply the prices average 
about $80 a ton, and that in spite of the in- 
creased local production. There are few in- 
dustries using the products of the forests where 
there is as little waste as in the basket willow 
industry. The only part of the willow stem or 


cane that is thrown away is the bark. The 
College of Forestry is planning to carry on in- 
vestigations in the Eastern Forest Products 
Laboratory to see whether the bark of the wil- 
low does not have some use as a source of cer- 
tain chemical products. The returns from 
land upon which basket willow is grown are 
larger than the returns from any crop pro- 
duced on lands in the state outside of nursery 
stock. Often land of little or no value because 
of its wet condition can be used for the grow- 
ing of willow and as culture is not necessary 
there is practically no labor except at the time 
of cutting in the fall. Cutting is usually car- 
ried on in November and as the canes are 
taken out they are tied up in bundles of from 
50 to 100 each. At the factory the canes are 
steamed, peeled and dried and are then ready 
for use. In sections about Liverpool and 
about Lyons it has been estimated that owners 
of willow holts often take in from fifty to one 
hundred dollars per acre per year over a grow- 
ing period of 30 years. 

UN1VEMS2TT AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS 

A GIFT of $150,000 to Harvard Univeraily 
with which to found a professorship in arche- 
ology is contained in the will of Mrs. Eunice 
Melles Hudson, widow of a former president 
of the American Bell Telephone Company, 
which was filed for probate here. 

On the recommendation of the minister of 
public instruction, there were created by a 
decree dated October 7, 1916, a chair of topo- 
graphic anatomy and a chair of bacteriology 
in the FacultS de m^deoine of the University 
of Paris. 

Tiiu committee of inquiry of the American 
Association of University Professors which is 
preparing a report on the case of Dr. Scott 
Nearing, of the University of Pennsylvania, 
consists of the following: Professors Davia 
B. Dewey, Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology; Henry Famam, Yale Univereity; 
F. H. Giddings, Columbia University; Roscoe 
Pound, Btarvard University; A. 0. Lovejoy, 
Chairman, Johns Hopkins University. 

Dr. Fbkdsaiok A. Wolf, plant pathologist 
of the Alabama Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
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tion, hae acoepted the position as head of the 
department of botany and plant pathology in 
the Korth Carolina Agricultural and Mechan- 
ical College, West Raleigh, N. 0. He will 
enter upon his new duties on January 1. 

Arthur S. Rhoads, who has a bachelor’s and 
master’s degree in science from the Pennsyl- 
vania State College, has recently taken a posi- 
tion as assistant in forest patliology in the 
New York College of Forestry. 

Dr. E. W. a. Walker, fellow of University 
College, Oxford, has been appointed lecturer 
in pathology. 

VJ8CU8SI0N AND CORBESPONDENCE 
PRE-CAMBRIAN NOMENCLATURE 

To THE Editor of Science : The State Geo- 
logical Reports often contain facts which are 
of wide interest but which are liable to be over- 
looked. As all general conclusions must de- 
pend on local facts, it seems to me to be tlie 
duty of those who recognize the wide bearing 
of these local facts to bring them to public 
notice. I have just received a book^ in which 
the results of the ** Contributions to Pre-Cam- 
brian Geology” by R. 0. Allen, affect not 
merely Michigan, but the whole subject of Pre- 
Cambrian nomenclature. For instance the 
very interesting and valuable tables published 
by Miller and Knight showing the correlation 
of Pre-Cambrian rocks® might be revised by 
the authors in view of this publication. 

Now the main point is this: Andrew C. 
Lawson in his study of the pre-Cambrian rocks 
urges that the Animikie, which has always 
been considered a part of the Huronian pe- 
riod, is a period indeiMsndent of, and later 
than the Huronian period. The author, 
B, C. Allen, shows good reason to believe 
that the Gogebic which has always been corre- 
lated with the Animikie should be corre- 
lated with the middle Huronian. He ac- 
cordingly correlates the Animikie as middle 
Huronian. This seems to me to be worthy of 

1 Pub. 16, Geol. jBeries 15, Mich. Greol And Biol, 
fiart., by Allen and Barrett. 

s Qeol. of SB. Ont., by Miller and Knight, 
Bep, Bureau of Mines, Vol. XXXI. 


mention in as much as Allen has not confined 
himself to work in Michigan but has worked in 
the original Animikie region. 1 first met him 
there. 

Now, in view of these facts, I may put in 
print suspicions which I have only breathed in 
conversation, namely, that in the original 
Huronian where there are bright bits of jasper 
in the Thessalon conglomerate, they were de- 
rived from a middle iron-bearing series which 
is not well represented in that area. In view 
of the facts brought forward by Allen which 
indicate that the Gogebic was invaded by gran- 
ite intrusions, and then later was overlaid un- 
conformably by another formation, the Copps 
formation, it seems to me it would be very 
premature to make the changes suggested by 
Lawson or by Miller and Knight. I have no 
doubt tlie facts presented in this report will 
have to be carefully scrutinized by these 
writers, who will undoubtedly form their own 
conclusions. 

In the meantime we must be very careful 
about trying to moke widespread pre-Cambrian 
subdivisions. In any one district the division 
line between those strata affected by granite 
intrusions and metamorphosis and those not so 
affected is marked, and such was practically the 
line between the Huronian and Laurentian as 
originally mapped. But it becomes more and 
more clear that granite intrusions on a large 
scale have taken place in different regions at 
different dates. And it is very doubtful to me 
whether tlie habit of grouping granite intru- 
sions under names which are more or less cor- 
related with intor-geologic periods is a wise 
arrangement. 

The same report contains a valuable paper 
by Case and Robinson which emphasizes and 
shows the correctness of the downward salients 
of Schuchert’s curve showing the extent of the 
ocean in those times in the paleozoic section in 
Michigan. What we need to do for the pre- 
Cambrian is to adopt the same laborious proc- 
ess that Schuchert has completed and see if 
possibly different types of strata, such as the 
great Middle Huronian (Mio-Huronian) iron- 
bearing formation may not, as I have sug- 
gested, correlate with definite stages in the 
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evolution of air and ocean under the influence 
of early life. Mr. Allen has made an impor- 
tant contribution to pre-Cambrian geology, of 
far more than local value. 

Alitred 0. Lans 

MEMBERS HOLDING LONGEST CONTINUOUS MEMBER- 
SHIP IN THE AMERICAN A8SOOUTION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT 07 SCmvrCE 

Through a clerical oversight, by reason of 
the original list having been drawn up for an- 
other purpose, the following names were inad- 
vertently omitted from the roll of those who 
now hold the longest continuous membership 
in the Amefrican Association, printed in Sci- 
ence for December 3. It will be noted that all 
ill the following list are Life Fellows of the 
Association. 

•Hitchcock, Charles Henry, Ph.D., LL.B., Hono* 
lulu, Hawaii. (11.) 1874. E. 

•Lyman, Benjamin Smith, E.M., 708 Locust 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. (15.) 1905. E. 

•Gilbert, Grove Karl, LL.D., U. S. Geological Sur- 
vey, Washington, B.C. (18.) 1874. E. 

•Morse, Edward Sylvester, Ph.D., Peabody Mu- 
seum, Salem, Mass. (18.) 1874, F, H. 

•Stephens, W. Hudson, Lowville, N. Y. (18.) 
1874. E, H, 

■Warner, James D., 463 East 26th Street, Plat- 
bush, Brooklyn, N. Y. (18.) 1874, A, B. 

•Hanaman, Charles Edward, Troy, N. Y. (19.) 
1883. P. 

•Mendenhall, Thomas Corwin, Ph.D,, jScJ)., LL.D., 
329 North Chestnut St, Ravenna, Ohio, (20.) 
1874. B. 

L. O. Howard, 
Permanent Secretary 

PAN-AMERICAN 

To THE Editor of Science : Will you kindly 
tell me the scientifle meaning of Pan-Amer- 
ican? Is Canada in or out of the Pan? 

Otto Klotz 

Ottawa, 

December 9, 1916 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

Tierhau und Tierlehen. VoK B. Hssbe und 
F. Doflein. Band 2. Dae Tier aU Qlied 
des Katurganzen von F. Doflein. B. Q* 


Teubner^ Leipsig und Berlin. 8vo. Tp. RF 
+ 960. 740 text illustrations and 20 |datea. 
The second volume of Hease and Doflein’s 
^ Tierbau und Tietleben ” has just been issued 
by Teubnef , of Berlin and Leipzig. The flnrt 
volume, from the pen of Professor Hesse, ap- 
^ peered in 1910 and dealt with the structure 
and functions of the animal body. The com- 
panion volume, the work of Professor Doflein^ 
bears the date of 1914 and takes up the con- 
sideration of the animal as an element in 
nature. It is divided into three books. The 
first has to do with animals in their relations 
to their organic surroundings and deals with 
their feeding habits, their means of defense, 
their sexual life, their migrations, the care of 
their young, and their social life. The second 
book treats of animals in their relations to their 
inorganic environment, such as general oosmio 
changes, the surrounding medium and the sub- 
strate, the quantity and quality of food, tem- 
perature and climate, and light. The third 
and last book has to do with the adaptive struc- 
tures and activities of animals, and the ex- 
planation of these phenomena. The volume 
contains almost a thousand pages and is illus- 
trated by some twenty plates and over seven 
hundred text-figures. The press work, includ- 
ing the illuetratiouB, is beautifully done* 
Gothic type, however, gives the page a less mod- 
em scientific aspect than Eoman would have 
done. Some of the illustrations, like Fig. 574 
of tlui sleeping places of Indian birds, verge 
more on the theatrical than on the natural; 
others, like Liljefors’ grouse and wild-goose 
plates, are really wonderful works of art. 
Here and there a few mistakes are to be noted; 
thus Fig. 721 is incorrectly attributed to 
Packard. But in such a wealth of material it 
is impossible to comment critically. Suffice it 
to say that the immense body of new and accu- 
rate information brought together in this vol- 
ume will make it a most welcome addition to 
the present source of information used by the 
modem zoological reader. G. H. PARmm 

Flora of New Mexico, By Ew O. Wooton and 
Paul 0. Standlet. Oontrib. U, S« Hatienal 
Museum, Vol 19. 1915. Pp. 794. 
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Kany years airo Professor E. O, WooUm, 
then in ohane^ of the department of botany 
at the New Mexico Agricultural College, 
planned a flora of New Mexico. It was at 
expected that the work would be finished 
iu a few years, but various difficulties arose, 
while every new locality examined furnished 
additions to the list of species. Thus, as the 
years passed, the collections tended to run 
ahead of the work done on them, and the com- 
pletion of the fiora appeared more remote than 
ever. Eventually, Mr, Paul C. Standley be- 
came Professor Woo ton’s assistant, and 
through the joint labors of the two the flora 
made rapid progress; after both had moved to 
Washington, and were in a position to consult 
the larger herbaria, it was finally completed. 
It was then oflered to the National Museum 
for publication, and met with the usual delays. 
Owing to its great si^^e, it had to be condensed, 
everything not considered essential (e. g., 
names of collectors) being cut out. As it now 
appears, it is a bulky volume, containing an 
enormous amount of information. The num- 
ber of species treated in 2,975, but, as the 
authors state, the actually existing flora is 
doubtless much greater. Considerable areas 
in New Mexico have never yet been visited by 
a botanist, while others have only been superfi- 
cially examined. Though the “ Flora of New 
Mexico” is necessarily of the nature of a 
preliminary survey, it forms an excellent guide 
to the plants of the state, and is reasonably 
complete for all the better known localities. 
Each genua is briefly defined, all the species 
are included in very clearly written keys, and 
in addition there are numerous remarks which 
greatly facilitate the ready recognition of the 
various plants. The type locality, general 
and range in New Mexico are given. 
It would be hard to imagine a more useful and 
adequate treatment of the subject within the 
B^Mserlimits Imposed. After spending many 
hours in the study of the book, the reviewer 
finds his admiration for it increasing with 
greSEter familiarity, a process the reverse of 
ejperienced in relation to some other 
wPrfct (rf the same general type. There may 
bey tibere oeitainly are, matters which will re- 


quire amendment, but we appear to have the 
beat presentation which years of study in the 
field and herbarium, and careful consideration 
of all the available evidence, can give at the 
present time. 

The new species found in the course of the 
investigation have been very numerous, in- 
cluding members of such genera as Yucca, 
Agave, Quercus, Clematis, Rosa (two), Arne- 
lanehier, Padus (six), Lupinus, Rohinia, Rhus, 
Acer, Oarrya, Somhucus, etc., etc. Although 
New Mexico is bordered by Oolorado on the 
north, it contains a very large number of 
species not found in the latter state. How 
many of these are really endemic or pre- 
cinctive can not be ascertained until the plants 
of Arizona and Chihuahua are better known, 
but it is practically certain that several at 
leost are confined to some of the large moun- 
tain groups. In discussing Wooton’s cockle- 
bur, Xanihium commune Wootoni, it is re- 
marked that it appears to be a distinct species, 
but is not placed as such on account of the 
occurrence of commune and Wootoni burs in 
a single instance on the same plant. DeVries 
(“ Species and Variation,” 1905) grew X. 
Wootoni from seed, and found it to come 
true; in his discussion of it he provided a 
binomial designation. The reviewer, two years 
ago, found a specimen of X. commune in a 
greenhouse at Boulder, having several Wootoni- 
like burs, althoxigh no X. Wootoni has ever 
been seen in Colorado. We must apparently 
conclude that X. Wootoni is a valid species, 
but that commune from time to time varies 
or mutates to a virtually identical form. 

T. D. A, COCKEHRLL 

UNivxaerrv or Oou)axi>o 


3CIENT1FIC JOURNALS AND ARTICLES 
Thb concluding (October) number of vol- 
ume 16 of the Transactions of the American 
Mathematical Society contains the following 
papers: 

W. V. IiOViTT: ‘*A type of slugular points for a 
transformation of three variables.’* 

J. E, Lxuom>; *^The reduction of mnldpls L- 
integrids of separated functions to iterated X- 
integrals.*’ 
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G. A. Independent genesrators of a 

group of finite order.’’ 

C. K. Haskiks: the zeros of the function^ 

P(j2t), complementary to the incomplete gamma 
function.” 

Eovaeo Kibchee: ” Group properties of the 
residue classes of certain Kroneoker modular sys- 
tems and some related generalizations in number 
theory. ’ ' 

0, DE LA VALLiiE PoirsaiN; ”Bur I’intdgrale de 
Lebesgue. ’ ’ 

Q, £. Wahlin: ”A new development of the 
theory of algebraic numbers.” 

A, F, GAEFENTia: ” Baled surfaces whose flee- 
node curves have plane branches.” 

The opening (October) number of volume 
22 of the Bulletin of the American Mathema- 
tical Society contains: Beport of the twenty- 
second summer meeting of the society, by 
Thomas Buck; Groupless triad systems on 
fifteen elements," by Louise D. Cummings and 
H. S. White; *‘Note on Green’s theorem," by 
C. A. Epperson; ^'Convergence of the series 

ihihi-jy 

(y irrational)," by W. D. MacMillan; “A cer- 
tain class of functions connected with Fuch- 
sian groups," by Arnold Emoh; "Professor 
Bocher’s views concerning the geometry of 
inversion," by Eduard Study ; " The Davis cal- 
culus," by E. W. Davis; "Notes"; and "New 
Publications." 

The November number (Vol. 22, No, 2) of 
the Bulletin contains : " On the relation be- 
tween linear algebras and continuous groups," 
by L. E. Dickson; "An aspect of the linear 
congruence with applications to the theory of 
Fermat’s quotient,” by H. S. Vandiver; 
"Limits of the degree of transitivity of sub- 
stitution groups,” by Q. A. Miller; " The per- 
mutations of the natural numbers can not be 
well ordered," by A. B. Frizell; "Belations 
among parameters along the rational cubic 
curvet,” by J. E. Eowe; Review of Vall^ 
Poussin’s Gouts d’Analyse Infinit^simale, third 
edition, by M. B- Porter; Review of Zeuthen’s 
Lehrbuch d^ abzahlenden Methoden der 
Geometrie, by E. 8. Allen ; Review of Oarslaw’s 
Teaching of Matiiematics in Australia, by B, 


0. Archibald; "Shorter Notice": Loria’s Per 
la Biografia di Giovanni Oeva, by D. E« Smith; 
"Notes"; and "New Publications,” 


8PBCJAL ABTICLB8 

THE MOUNTDTG OF OELLOIDIK fiEOTlONS IN BEEIES 

iNVESTiQATORfi in both normtl and patholog- 
ical plant histology have to often resort to 
celloidin for embedding parts of plants which 
contain a considerable amount of tignified 
tissue, as the sections are very apt to break up 
badly in cutting if the material is embedded in 
paraffin. 

The process of cutting and mounting cel- 
loidin sections is very simple if only occasional 
sections are required for study, as they can be 
stained and mounted separately. It is some- 
times desirable, however, to examine a whole 
series of sections, in which case it is necessary 
to stick the sections to a slide before staining 
them, which greatly increases the difficulty. 
Plowman' has described a method of this kind 
which very briefly is as follows ; As the sections 
are cut they should be transferred to a piece of 
smooth thin paper, and when they are dry the 
paper should be turned face downward on a 
slide which has previously been coated with 
albumen fixative. Add several layers of paper, 
press down, and roll with a roller. Place an- 
other slide on top of the sections, clamp down, 
and dry for a few hours. 

I have had occasion to use the above de- 
scribed method on various occasions with 
rather poor success. The paper is very apt to 
Stick to the edgea of the sections and either 
tear them badly or pull some of them away 
from the slide when the paper is finally removed. 
The use of oiled paper will not entirely obviate 
this difficulty unless the paper is very oily, in 
which case it is apt to prevent some of the 
sections from sticking to the slide if some of 
the oil gets beneath them. I have found, foi^ 
thermore, that it is necessary to use a much 
thicker solution of albumen than for part^ 
sections, which is apt to become deeply oolofiied 
in the subsequent staining, resulting in meeey 
looking slides, 

iBoi. 87 f pp, 450-461* 
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Land* haa recently deacribed a fixing fluid 
for paraffin aeotions which is much superior to 
the albumen fixative in general use. 1 have 
been using a similar fluid for some time and 
have found that it works equally well for cel- 
loidin sections, and much better than the albu- 
men method of fixation as described by Plow- 
man. Land gives a formula for making the 
fluid for paraffin sections, but for celloidin 
sections I have found that by placing a few 
smaH pieces of gum arable in distilled water 
and shaking until the bubbles formed cease to 
break readily, enough of the gum will be dis- 
solved to answer all purposes. A sufficient 
amount of potassium bichromate should be added 
to give the fluid a slightly yellow color. Land 
advisee adding the bicromate when the sec- 
tions are mounted, but by preserving the fluid 
in a blackened bottle it will keep in good con- 
dition for months. 

Two methods may be used in mounting the 
eections. If they are small and the entire series 
can be arranged on one or two slides, the knife 
can be wet with 90 per cent, alcohol when 
cutting, and the sections removed to a clean 
lAide as they are cut. After the slide has been 
covered with sections, the alcohol is allowed to 
dry, or is removed with a small piece of filter 
paper. A drop of the fixing fluid is now added 
and the slide tilted to allow it to run under- 
neath the sections. The excess of fixing fluid 
should be removed by placing a piece of filter 
paper on top of the sections and gently pres.s- 
ing down. If care is exercised in doing this 
it is very seldom that any of the sections will 
adhere to the paper. Occasional sections that 
do adhere, however, can be easily removed from 
the paper and put in place again. Another 
slide should be slightly oiled and placed on top 
of sections, after which it is clamped down. 
The slide should be left to dry in strong sun- 
light for a few hours. 

If the sections are rather large and it is not 
neoessafy to save the entire series, the knife 
can he wet with glycerine alcohol and the sec- 
tions removed to a large slide or piece of glass 
as they are cut Buoh sections as are needed 

a JIot 59, pp. 897-40L 


for study can be subsequently transferred to 
another slide, first carefully washing them to 
remove all traces of glycerine. 

If care is taken in removing the excess of 
fixing fluid from ihe sections at the start, the 
oiled slide can be removed after drying with- 
out injuring any of them. I have mounted as 
many as one hundred rather large sections in 
series by this method and they all came through 
in perfect condition. Alban Stewart 

University of Wisconsin 

TUE b6le of anopheles punctipknnis say in 

THE TRANSMISSION OF MALARU 

As the result of recent experiments con- 
ducted in New Orleans, Louisiana, Anopheles 
punctipennis Say has proved itself to be an 
efficient medium for the development of the 
sexual cycle of the organism of tertian malaria, 
Plasmodium vivojc. 

Of previous attempts to determine the exact 
status of this si^ocies of Anopheles the most 
thorough was that of Hirschberg who in a 
series of carefully executed experiments ob- 
tained only negative results in infecting A, 
punciipennis with the gametes of eativo- 
autumnal malaria. As further evidence of this 
negative role, he states that no cases of malaria 
were found to be developing in a certain sec- 
tion of Maryland where the species was com- 
mon, and that he had never found naturally 
infected punctipennis here or elsewhere as had 
been done with A, quadrimaculatus. 

Dupree, however, in a list of efficient hosts 
of malaria includes punciipennis as having 
been so determined by himself. No other de- 
tails are given and Knab in 1913 was inclined 
to the belief that ho had in reality experi- 
raentod with A. punctipennis, which is now 
reoognixed as a distinct species and as an 
efficient host. 

Anopheles punctipennis is one of the com- 
mon species of the genus in the United States 
and because of its abundance and wide distri- 
bution the question of its agency in the spread 
of malaria is an important one. To record 
the fact that the parasites of one form of the 
disease may successfully develop in this species 
is the purpose of the present note, which will 
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be followed by a more detailed aooount of 
eS|>eri]nent9. 

On November 6, 1915, six speoimeas of A. 
punctipennU were allowed to feed on a patient 
in whose blood had been demonstrated the 
gametes of tertian malaria. The mosquitoes 
had been bred from larvve and before and after 
the blood meal were given only raisins and 
water as food. They were kept at room tem- 
peraturo and were dissected and examined in 
the usual way after intervals of 7 days (two 
specimens), 9, 18, 20 and 24 days. The first 
four showed a moderate to heavy infection of 
the stomach with ooqysts. In the one exam- 
ined on the twentieth day were found mostly 
rupturing and ruptured oocysts and an intense 
invasion of the salivary glands with sporozoites 
— ^the form which is inoculated by tlie mosquito 
into the human host. The sixth specimen 
alone proved to be negative and in this one the 
condition of the ovaries suggested the explana- 
tion that this may have been due to the inges- 
tion of only a small amount of infective blood. 

On a second case of tertian malaria having 
a much fewer number of gametes, a single 
specimen of A, punctipennis was fed on 
November 12. Upon dissection on December 
2, a light' infection of both the stomach and 
glands was found to exist. 

In each experiment bred specimens of A. 
quadrimaculaitia were fed on the patients as 
oontrols and these also showed a high per- 
centage of infections upon subsequent exazni- 
joationB. 

The demonstration that A. punetipennia is 
an efficient host for tertian malaria does not 
necsessarily indicate that it is an efficient car- 
rier of other forms of malaria and, in fact, 
from Hirschberg’s results we may anticipate 
that such is not the case. 

The writer is indebted to Dr. 0. 0. Bass 
and Dr. F- M. Johns of the laboratories of 
clinical medicine of Tulan© University for 
assistance in the work upon which this state- 
ment is based and to Mr. F. Knab for the veri- 
fication of the determination of the mosquito. 

W. V. Kihq 

BUBKAU or EWTOMOLOOT, 
tJ. 8. rJKPAETKWT OF AOWtCOWPOIta 


TME AMSSJCAy ASMOCJATION POM TSM 
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 
SECTION (?, BOTANY 

PACmC COAST KXmKQB 

Tax following officers were present: Frofessor 
W, A, Setchell, sectional vice-president; Professor 
L. Li. Burlingame, acting secretary. The meetings 
were held in the Ilearst Mining Building, Univer- 
sity of California, with the exception of the meet- 
ing on August 4, which was held in the Botany 
Building, Stanford University. The following 
papers were read: 

Tueada^, Augasi 5 

The Embrpo of the Gt/mnoaperme: Paorttasoa 

John M. Coultxe, University of Chicago. 

Attention is called to three features of Gymno- 
sperms; the proembryo, the archegoniam and the 
cotyledons. 

Proemhryo.-*-‘The proembryo presents every gra- 
dation from a tissue completely filUng a large egg 
to such segmentation of the egg as occurs in 
Angiosperms, This series represents a progressive 
change extending from the Devonian to the present 
time. No better example of progressive evolution, 
or orthogesesia, can be found. The change is due 
to the fact that wall formation begins earlier and 
earlier in the history of the embryo, thus restrict- 
ing free nuclear division and limiting the amount 
of proembryonlc tissue. The conditions that favor 
wall-formation and inhibit continued free nuclear 
division Skre unknown, but that this phenomenon is 
a response to some progressive change in condi- 
tions is evident. 

Archeffoniwn, — A similar series of progressive 
changes is shown in the development of the arche- 
goniam, extending from the appearance of arche- 
gonia at the full maturity of the gametophyte, 
through forms in which tl^ appear earlier and 
earlier in the ontogeny of the gametophyte, and 
ending with the maturation of eggs at the free 
nuclear stage^ resulting in the ^imination of arche- 
gonia. The oonditiona for gamete-formation as 
contrasted with those lor vegetative activity, are 
getting to be known through experimental work* 
This progressive change, therefore, is to be «a- 
plained by the gradual earlier appearance of eon- 
ditions for gamete-formation, which in genera! are 
conditions of minimum vegetative activity. In all 
probability, these are the eosditions that also 
favor earli^ wall-fomailon in the oniogsfny of the 
proembryo. 

Gotpledona— -Xvidenoe is now at hand to prove 
that polyeotyledony and dieotyMoiiy are 
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ditferent flaal axpresaions of a common method of 
development. Fotycotjledony was more common 
in the primitive gjminoepermfi ; and neither coalee- 
eenee nor splitting explains the two conditions. 

Bisauseion : Professors Clements and Campbell. 

Methods of Pollination and EvoUition of the Male 

Owmetophyte : L. L. Burlingai^X, Stanford 

University. 

There are four types of pollination devices and 
male gametophytes found among the Gymnoaporms 
as follows: 

1. The OycadodHcales and Oordiatales male 
gametophyte has numerous cells in its pollen grain. 
It is as yet uncertain whether they are spermato- 
genouB or prothallial. No pollen tubes of any sort 
were formed. The pollen grains were lodged in 
pollen chambers in the nucellus. 

2. The Cyeadales have a single prothallial cell, a 
pollen chamber, swimming si^erma and a haustorial 
pollen tube that la probably to be homologi^ed 
with the rhiaoid of their ancient Pteridophyte an- 
cestors. 

3. The Arauearian conifers have a multicellular 
prothallus, non-cillated sperms, and a protruding 
nucellus without a pollen chamber. The pollen 
lodges on the ovuliferous scale at a distance from 
the nucellus and forms a long branching haustorial 
pollen. This tube is probably to be homologised 
with the germ tube and not the rhizoid of their 
pteridophytic ancestors. It is not homologous with 
that of the cycads, since it does not have the same 
function, grow in the same direction, and was prob- 
ably derived from different auc^ostora 

ITie Abietinean conifers have short direct pollen 
tubes, two evanescent prothallial cells, and non- 
eiliated sperms. They could readily have been de- 
rived by reduction from the arauearian type. 
There seems to be very little probability of the 
reverse process, since such a course of evolution 
would be aocompUshed through a number of inter- 
mediate steps each of which is apparently dis- 
tfn<Jtly disadvantageous to the plants adopting it. 
Borne Notes on Western Bpedes of Cupressus: L. 

E. AIUUHS, Stanford University. 

Among the Oalifomian conifers the genus 
Cupressus occupies an important position in point 
of interest to the botanist, and especially to the 
plant geographer. The true eypresees belong to 
warm temperate climatee, and are associated in 
dinr utlnde with the sunny Mediterranean countries. 
But Cupressus is not altogether an old world 
genus; fully half if not more of the species are 
Ne^h American^ and more are in California than 
In othnr one section. 

Turning to the geological records we find that 


m 

in Tertiary time Cupressits flourished in Greenland 
and northern Europe. The present far separated 
eastern and western branches, then, like torreyaa 
and sequoias, are the remnants of a once widely 
distributed race. The local distribution of the 
California species, which seldom or never form 
forests but exist in small isolated groves, Is also 
suggestive of a decadent race, once flourishing 
but now straggling against the invaders of a new 
age. 

Up to the present time five species have been 
recognized in California: C. macrocarpa Hartw., 
C. goveniana Qord., C. macnabiana Murr., C. sar- 
geniii Jepson and C. Vakeri Jepson. Two remote 
groves, Httle understood or unlmown to those who 
have undertaken to monograph the genus, have 
proved after careful field studies to be distinct 
from other Californian species. Those of San 
Diego County, which previously have been placed 
in goveniana^ are in no way related to that spe- 
cies, but belong to the smooth-trunked group rep- 
resented by gtmdalupenais. The other, an hitherto 
unknown grove situated in the Piute Mountains is 
the only grove in the Sierra Nevada. This species 
has the glandular foliage of macnahiana and 
haJeerif but the fruit is more the nature of goveni- 
ana. It is unquestionably distinct from these, how* 
ever, and is to be described as a new species. 

Geologic Eisiory of the Gymnosperms: E, W. 

Beret, .Johns Hopkins University (read by 

Forrest Siibeve). 

Wednesday, August + 

Morphogenic Effects of Light : GSORGE J. FeibcS, 

Stanford University. 

Stimuli are sometimes clasaifled as formative 
and directive. The influence of a given stimulus 
may bo due to its quantity, the direction from which 
it is received, etc. Then we find the quantity of 
light exercising a distinct effect upon the quantity, 
and inferentially upon the growth. This Is plainer 
perhaps in parts of the world where the quantity 
of light falUng upon the earth *8 surface is greater 
than elsewhere, owing to the dryness and cleanness 
of the atmosphere. The top of the forest and the 
upper surface of the chaparral are remarkably 
flat, despite the number of species composing each. 
That light is a factor in determining this is shown 
by the behavior of Eschdiaiaf bur clover, gera- 
nium, mint and other plants, wild and cultivated, 
coming up in chaparral, hedges, vines, etc. These 
ordinarily short plants may become extraordinarily 
long under these special conditions of light. 

The direction from which light comes also de- 
termines the form which certain plants assume. 
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This is sbown bj plants cultivated from the spore 
upon a olinoatat revolving a horizontal plane. To 
avoid error from single cultures, or from succes* 
aive cultures on the same instrument or instni- 
ments, a multiple clinostat has been devised, which 
revolves forty or more turn-tables Bimnltaneouslj. 
This weigbt'driven multiple clinostat will be 
shown to all interested. 

Discussion; hfacDougal and Clementa 
Theories of T^hoimyniheais in the Light of Some 
New Facts: H. A. Spobhr, Department of Bo- 
tanical Kesearch, Carnegie Institution of Wash- 
ington. 

The Distribution and Succession of the Flowers 
of the Oiant Cactus in Belation to Isolation: 
D. S. Johnson, Johns Hopkins University. 

The flowers of Carnegiea gigantea growing 
about Tucson, are rarely symmetrically grouped 
about the growing point of the massive stem. 
They are usually most abundant on the east side 
and least abundant, or wanting, on the west side. 
If more evenly distributed about the circumfer- 
ence, the flowers are larger and open first on tbo 
east side. This Is true of plants on all slopes and 
of branches as well aa of the main axis. 

The most evident external factors which may 
be concerned with this peculiar distribution of the 
flowers are sunlight and the air temperature. In 
the season of hot days and cold nights, prevailing 
when the flowers are developing, the morning sun 
would increase the temperature, and so the rate 
of growth on the east side of the crown first. The 
high air temperature during midday would allow 
this temperature of the east side of the cactus to 
be maintained till late afternoon. The opposite or 
west side, on the contrary, would probably not 
reach its maximum temperature till mid'aftemoon, 
or later not long before the evening cooling of the 
air sets in. 

Discussion; Lloyd, MaeDougal and MoGallum. 
Demonstration by Peirce and McMurphy of 
smelter smoko effects on vegetation. 

Thursday, August 5, 10 A.M, 

Factors Affecting the Distribution of the Cotr^ 
ponents of the Flora of CaUfomia: Douglas 

H. Caicfbbll, Stanford University. 

I. The geographical position of California, 
more or less ^ut off from the eastern states by its 
mountains and the deserts, results In a flora very 
different from that of other parts of the United 
fitates. There is an unusual proportion of plants 
peculiar to the state. 

fl. The olimate of California, especially the 


coast region, is dominated by the Pacific Ocean — 
the climate, compared to Atlantic American, is 
very mild and equable. Topography, rather than 
latitude, regulates the temperature, e. g., there is 
apt to be more difference between the maximum 
of San Francisco and Sacramento, than there is 
between Eureka and San Diego. 

8. Kainfall conditions show a wide range, exer- 
cising a great influence upon its floras of different 
parts of the state. Thus the flora of the redvrood 
belt of the northern coast has probably not a 
single plant found in the arid district of the 
southeast, like the Colorado desert. 

The prevalence of a dry summer throughout the 
state results in the prevalence of " Xerophytes, * ' 
e., plants adapted to withstand long periods of 
drought. 

4. The remarkable range of conditions, i. 
temperature, rainfall, elevation, soil, etc., results 
in a variety of vegetation equalled In very few 
parts of the world. 

5. The principal botanical regions are; (1) 
The coast flora, (2) the redwood forest belt; (3) 
the valleys, (4) the mountain region of the Bierra; 
(5) the deserts of southern Californio. 

6. The plants of Californio show two distinct 
types; a southern flora of Mexican origin, and a 
northern flora more nearly related to the vegeta- 
tion of the northeastern states. These two floras 
mingle in the central part of the state, the north- 
ern forms following the mountains southward, the 
southern types mainly occupying the valleys. 
There is a slight infusion also of Asiatic types 
from the north. 

The S6le of Physical Features in Determining the 
Distribution of Plants: TomsT Sbbxvh, De- 
partment of Botanical Besearoh, Carnegie In- 
stitution of Washington. 

The Chapparal and Its Eahiiai (illustrated) t W. 
8, CooPia, Stanford University. 

The broad-sclerophyll vegetation of the Paeifle 
coast, as a dominant type, is confined to the re- 
gion in which the long dry season, characteristic 
of the California climate, Is combined with low 
total precipitation and absence of summer fog. 

The broad-selerophyll vegetation comprises two 
formations: (1) the Oak-Madrofia Formation — 
true forest; and (2) the ChaparraV-^^msb or 
scrub. Each is subdivided into various aasocia- 
tions, the subdivisions being different in different 
parts of the state. 

In the Palo Aito> region the Chaparral inelndes 
(1) the Adenostoma Aiaoeiation and (2) the Arc- 
tostaphylos AMoeiation. The former is found 
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upon 80 uth elopes and summits, the latter upon 
gentle north slopes; and the Oak-Madrofia Forest 
on steep north slopes and in ravine bottoms. 

Measurements of evaporation, soil moisture, and 
soil temperature were made covering a period of 
eighteen months to determine the habitat differences 
to which these vegetational differences are due. It 
was found that the evaporation rate was greatest 
on summits and south slopes and least on north 
slopes, as would be expected, but that at the top 
of the vegetation the differences in evaporation 
between the aspects were slight. Greater differ* 
ences were found at the surface of the ground. As 
to soil moisture, a great difference was found be- 
tween the two slopes during the rainy season, but 
this difference gradually decreased during the dry 
season, almost disappearing at its close. 

The conclusion of the study is that the actual 
physical habitat differences between north and 
south slopes, though perceptible, are slight, and 
that evaporation is the fundamental factor. The 
striking differences seen in the evaporation rates 
at the surface of the ground, in the soil moisture 
on the two slopes and at different times of the 
year, and in the soil temperatures, are due in very 
large part to the reaction of the vegetation upon 
the habitat. 

Discussion: Abrams and Clements. 

VUtribution of Cacti tciih Seferenee to the Sdle 
Played by Soot Sesponse: W. A. Cannon, De- 
partment of Botanical Research, C'arnegie Insti- 
tution of Washington. 

In southern Arizona the roots of the cacti lie 
relatively close to the surface of the soil and are 
subject to the maximum temperature changes, in- 
cluding the highest temperatures of the summer 
season. Blxperiments show that a relatively high 
temperature of the soil is necessary to the best 
root growth of the cacti. Owing to the arid fore- 
siimmer in southern Arizona such root growth takes 
place in midsummer only, when the seasonal rains 
come. Since active growth does not occur in the 
colder portions of the year, although the soil may 
be moist, the possibility is suggested that the cacti 
as a family are mainly limited to such regions as 
have summer rains, other conditions being favor- 
able. 

A comparison of the climatic conditions of those 
portions of America, where the cacti form a prom- 
inent portion of the flora, shows that as a matter 
of fact, they agree in this, that rains are ehaiae- 
teristie of the warm season, .On the other hand, 
in regions otherwlie apparently favorable, the 
eaeti are either wholly wanting, or they constitute 
imly an Inslgniflcant part of the flora. 


CHmeUic Cycles and Succession: F. £. Clkuents, 
University of Minztesota. 

Discussion: Abrams, Oooper, Eastwood. 

The Diversity of Boologie Conditions and Its In^ 
fluence on the Richness of Floras: John W, 
Hakshbkbgxr, University of Pennsylvania. 
(Read by H. M. Hall.) 

Ecologic conditions are those which are associ- 
ated with the environment. They include the in- 
fluence of climate, soil, physiography, chronology 
and the life relations of the surroundings. The 
influence of these conditions on the richness of 
floras may be considered statistically. The gen- 
eric coefficient, which is the relativity of genera 
and species, Is inversely proportional to the diver- 
sity of the ecologic conditions. The generic co- 
efficient was worked out for the floras of Point 
Pelee, Ontario; for the pine-barrens of New Jer- 
sey; for Hartsville, South Carolina; for the Alta- 
maha Grit Region of Georgia; for Miami, Flor- 
ida; for the Florida Keys; for the Upper Susque- 
hanna, Pennsylvania; for Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania; for Columbia, Missouri; for Jack- 
son County, Missouri; for the Tosemite National 
Park, California; for the state of Connecticut; 
for the state of Pennsylvania; for Alabama; for 
the central Rocky Mountains; for the state of 
Washington. It was found that Point Pelee with 
a Bimple topograph was at one extreme with a 
generic coefficient of 74.7 per cent, and the Central 
Rooky Mountains and the southeastern United 
States at the other extreme with highly diversified 
and generic coefficients of 23.9 per cent, and 23 
per cent, respectively. 

Discussion: Clements, Hall. Eastwood. 

Plant Succession in the Palo Alto Segion: W. 3. 
Oooraa, Stanford University. 

The Palo Alto quadrangle comprises two dis- 
tinct physiographic areas: (1) the mountains, cov- 
ered mainly with residual soils, and (2) the alluvial 
slope to the bay and beneath it, composed entirely 
of transported soils derived from the mountains. 

On the latter area there is a very perfect suc- 
cession of vegetational stages, correlated with the 
building up of the alluvial slope by stream depo- 
sition. The stages are as follows: (1) Atgn, in 
the shallow water of the bay; (2) Salt Marsh; 
(8) Oomposite-Willow Formation; (4) Oak For- 
est, composed mainly of Quereus lobata and 
Quereus agrifolia; (5) Chaparral, mainly Ade^ 
noetona. The Salt Marsh replaces the Al^ soon 
after the soil surface emerges at low tide. The 
Oomposite-Willow formation follows with the elim- 
ination of the salt from the soil. The Oak Forest 
appears when there is sufficient feeding ground 
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for tKe tree roots, well aerated, above the water 
table. The Chaparral follows when the distance 
to the water table becomes so great that the oaks 
can not obtain sufficient water. The chaparral is 
permanent because it flourishes independently of 
moisture supply from the ground water. This 
succession thus progresses from halophytic to 
mesophytic conditions and from theuce to zero* 
phytic, the final stage being far less mesophytic 
than the intermediate ones. 

In the mountain area successions are short and 
indistinct and there will be no climax formation 
for the whole area, short of base levelling. North 
and south slopes will differ in vegetation as long 
as they exist, the present dominant vegetation of 
each aspect boing the temporary climax of a short 
succession. 

Discussion: Campbell, Clements, Nastwood. 

The Flora of the Desert Basin of the Mohave: S. 
B. Parish, San Bernardino. 

The topography of the Mohave Desert is com- 
plex in contrast with that of the Colorado Desert, 
which is a simple valley, but the climatic and 
edaphlc conditions are practically identical, and 
are of a pronounced xerophytic character, and 
consequently such is the character of the plant 
population. It is, however, locally modified by 
intruaionB through the passes; by the influence of 
the Colorado Biver and very markedly by that of 
the Mohave Biver. The distribution of the cacti 
is found to depend upon the amount and reliabil- 
ity of the rainfall. Some account is given of the 
vegetation in and about the infrequent springs. 
Certain differences in the respective vegetations of 
the Mohave and the Colorado Deserts are noticed 
and shown to depend upon different emigration 
currents. 

Friday^ Angusi ff, 10 AM, 

Some Features of the DwtrtbutioH of the Marine 
Algce of the West Coast of North America: W. 
A, Setchxll, University of Ohlifornia. 
Discussion: Clements, Lawrence. 

Gas Conditions in Nereocystis: T. C. Pete, Uni- 
versity of Washington. 

Physiological Conditions in the Large Kelps of 
the Pacific Coast: G. B. BiOQ, University of 
Washington* 

The great size and the rapid growth of the 
four conspicuous kelps of the Pacific coast as 
well ns their potential value as a source of potash 
fertilizer and of various by-products makes the 
investigation of their physiological processes u 
matter of both soientiflo interest and economic im- 
portance. 

The growth of the large kelps Nereooystis leut- 


keana, Maerooyatia pyrifera, Alaria fstulosa and 
Pelagophycws perra is rapid. Possible facton In 
this are (1) mechanical stretching by tidal enr* 
rents (2) great turgidity due to high osmotle pres- 
sure in cell sap (3) abundance of potaeslum, in- 
fluencing nuclear division. 

There is much more potassium than sodium in 
* kelps while the reverse is true in sea water. Poe- 
siblo factors in this are (1) greater permeability 
of the protoplasm for potassium; (2) a change of 
potassium compounds into some other form which 
does not lower the diffusion gradients. 

Workers are not agreed as to the source and 
composition of the gases in the floats of marine 
algae, hence definite conclusions as to their part in 
metabolism are impossible. 

Probably carbon dioxide for photosyntheslB 
comes from either the gas in these floats or from 
carbonates in water, rather than from carbon di- 
oxide in sea water. 

Tidal currents may be a factor in photosynthesis 
by keeping the fronds at the surface. The kelps 
produce no starch. Their sugars may be a fac- 
tor in high osmotic pressure. 

Studies on the respiratory ratio in marine algm 
throw some light on the materials oxidized in res- 
piration. 

This paper contributes (1) a summary of the 
literature bearing on the physiological processes 
in the large kelps; (2) some hitherto unpublished 
data with regard to these processes; (3) some 
suggestions as to possible interpretations of the 
available data on them; (4) a statement of the 
more conspicuous gaps in our information in re- 
gard to these processes and of the importance of a 
comprehensive investigation of them. 

The Personation and Multiplicaticn of the FruiU 
of Certain Opnntias: D. S. Johnson, Johns 
liopklns University, 

The fruits of some few of the cacti, like those 
of certain Buealyptoids, differ from those of most 
other seed plants in not falling from the tree, at 
the end of the growing season in which they were 
initiated by the flower. In the exceptional forms 
mentioned, of which Opmtia fulgida is one of the 
most striking examples, the fruit remains at* 
tached, and growing, season after season. 

The primary fiotvers of the season In Opuntia 
fulgida are formed from the lateral buds, at 
areoln, of the last year's branches and also from 
areolte of the persistent fruits of former seasoaSi 
These primary flowers shed the perianth five or 
six days after the opening and give rise to fmlti, 
which not only remain attached but ajso give rW, 
sometimes even before the flower has opened^ th 
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the bmda of Bocondary flowers. The latter in turn 
bud out Tertiary ones and these initiate flowers 
of a fourth generation, by the middle of Jnly, 
All of the four, or more, generations of flowers 
formed in a season, remain attarhed and growing 
for several seasons. In each succeeding season 
any fruit of the flrst season 's series may give rise 
to a similar set of primary, secondary, Tertiary 
and Quaternary fruits. In this way clusters of a 
hundred fruits, including from ten to fifteen gen* 
erations, may be formed. 

If these persistent fruits remain attached they 
give rise only to flower buds, If they are broken 
off and placed on moist soil the same areolffi de* 
velop roots and vegetative shoots, and so start a 
new plant. 

Tttaiohgy and Phytogeny in the Genua TriUium: 

B. R. Gates, University of London, 

Trillitm is a genus of plants which is in an nn* 
stable or mutable condition. Many of its varia* 
tions are teratological. There are frequent rec- 
ords of double flowers appearing, especially in 
T. grandifUmm, In snch cases it appears that the 
same root-stock continues to produce a double 
flower year after year. Hence a germinal change 
must have occurred leading to the production of 
such a rootstock. 

A form related to T. grandiftorum and known ab 
var. vaHegatum has been studied in Michigan, the 
Niagara peninsula and near Syracuse, N. Y. 
This is exceedingly variable, producing in some 
cases 10 per cent, of abnormal plants which can 
not reproduce from seed yet which reappear in 
large numbers each year. This form frequently 
has long petioles to the leaves, which suggests 
that T. petiolatumi an unrelated species with 
long petioles, may have originated similarly 
through a mutation. 

In various species of Tntlium individuals oc- 
casionally appear having a whorl of four leaves 
and their flower parts in 4’8 instead of in S’s. 
This is a generic feature of the related Euro- 
Asian genna Ports. Another peculiarity of Paris 
is the elongated connectives, a feature which is a 
specifle character in T. deeumhens and occasionally 
appears in teratological specimens of TWBiwm, 

Such facts show that variations tend to follow 
certain paths or lines of cleavage, and these lines 
must depend upon the structure of the germ 
pksm. li would appear that the tetatologleal 
variations of one genus may, under certain condi- 
tions, give rise to the stable condition of a dexived 
grous. The paths of variation in a genus may 
indioate tendencies which have found ex- 
ihrsnsl^ in varleus felathd genera. 


Morphology, SelaiioTUihip and 8ex-detenmnation 
in Tkalooarpua ourtieH: P. McAlustee, Uni- 
versity of Texas. 

The morphology of fkoilocarpua Curtiaii is the 
same as that of the Ricci as with two minor excep- 
tions. The rhizoids lack the peg-like thickenings 
characteristic of the Marchantlales, and the four 
spores of the tetrad adhere to form a sx>ore ball 
as is the case with some of the Sphoeroca/rpua 
species. The gametophyte seems to be the same 
in structure as the spongy Biccias. The sporo- 
phyte has no traces of a foot nor of sterile nutri- 
tive or elater-like cells. It is difScult to see how 
this liverwort was ever included with the Sphdsro- 
oarpea forms. 

The four spores of the tetrad form, on germina- 
tion, two male and two female plants. In this re- 
spect there is a similarity to Spheerooarpua Tetanus 
and 8. CaUfomicus, 

Quaai-experimenial Formation of Mcidia in Cot- 
ton Lewvea: F. E. Li^oyi), McGill University. 
(Bead by title only.) 

Small plants of cotton were grown in 3-inch 
pots for over one year, and subjected to severe 
physiological drought, moderated sufftciently to 
keep them alive. Plentiful watering, aided by 
rising temperatures, resulted in forcing growth In 
many lateral shoots, and these produced a large 
proportion of abnormally shaped loaves, The 
whole series presented a variety of shapes, the 
simplest showing a mere constriction across one 
or more lobes. Foldings, lobulations and con- 
crescences entered in to accentuate the departure 
from the normal, which, passing through stages 
with ill-formed and only partially separated as* 
cidia, culminated in perfect ascidia raised on their 
proper petioloid supporta 
Such abnormalities appear to rise from identical 
conditions with fasciations and indeed both these 
kinds of aberrancy are found associated in the 
same plant {FrcuHnus, Spinacea). They have 
been shown to be inherited in some cases, 
Desioeaiion and Starvation of a Suocutent: D. T. 
MacBouoal, B. B, Long, J. g. Bkown, Dept, 
Bot. Hesearch, Carnegie Inst, of Wash. (Bead 
by title only.) 

A number of large sound individuals of Fchino- 
cactus, and of several joints of Opuntia were de- 
prived o< water supply, and compelled to carry on 
existence at the expense of accumulated water and 
food*material. Some of the preparations were 
exposed to the full illumination to wMch they were 
accustomed^ and others were placed in diffuse 
light obtaining differential effects in waterdom, 
respiration, disintegration of acids, and photo- 
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synthesiB, The principal generaliaatioQs arising 
from tha fitudies are ae follows: 

An I!chinooaatits in the open may survive no 
more than two years at the expense of its surplus 
food materia] and water. Q^imilar plants in dif- 
fuse light have boon seen to be sound after six 
years of starvation, although the eifeots were" 
marked. 

Non-reducing soluble sugars which are xuresent 
is only minute proportions if at all in normal 
JBchinooacti, are noticeable constituents of the sap 
of desiccated planta 

Extended desiccation and starvation made no 
alteration in the Integument of ScMnooactus, but 
in a plant which had been thus treated for 73 
months the cuticle was thiekerr thu the normal^ 
while the outer wall of the epidermal cells was 
thinner. Cytoplasm and nuclei in the epidermal 
system were reduced but new cork layers were 
being formed as in the normal. IMvision was seen 
in the epidermal layer at the bottom of the 
grooves of the stem. The stomata remained per- 
manently open and many were in a collapsed con- 
dition. Guard cells of stomata differed from the 
normal in having anterior walla thinner as com- 
pared with the posterior walls. 

The palisade layer was thinner than in normal 
plants of Echinocaotus. The cytoplasm was re- 
duced to small masses in the angles of the cells, 
and the nuclei were variously deformed and re- 
duced in siae. Tacuoles had disappeared from the 
nucleoplasm and a thickened granular layer was 
present in the peripheral portion. 

The most pronounced effects of desiccation and 
starvation were exhibited by the cortex of Echinth 
oaotua. The changes noted as having been seen in 
the palisade tissues were followed by the entire 
disappearance of the protoplasts and the hydro- 
lysation of the coll masses formed lacunsB as large 
as 8 cubic centimeters. 

On Wednesday, August 4, Section Q and the 
Biological Society of the Pacific held a dinner at 
the Hotel Sutter, San Francisco, 

W, J. V. OsTBftHouT, 

SOCIETIES AED ACADEMIES 
niodmiOJdA BOOZBTT or wabrikoton 

Thx 644th meeting of the Biological Society of 
Washington was held in the Assembly Hall of the 
Cosmos Club Saturday, November 6, lfil6, called to 
order by President Bartsch, with 90 persons pres- 
ent. 

On recommendation of the eouneil, Gilbert F. 
Bateman, Trinidad, Colorado, was elected to active 
membership. 


The first paper of the regular program wae by 
0. P. Hay, <<A New Pleistocene Sloth from 
Texas.'' Hr. Hay discussed the finding in Texas 
of a new member of the genus Neihrothmiim* 
This discovery extends the range of the genus from 
South into North America. The specimen was ex- 
hihited and remarks were made on the interrela- 
tionships and distribution of the living and fossil 
American Edentates. 

The second paper was by J. N. Bose, * * Botanical 
Explorations in South America.” Hr. Rose gave 
an account of his botanical explorations in South 
America. He outlined first the field work which 
he and Dr. N. L. Britton bad planned in connec* 
tion with the cactus investigations of the Carnegie 
Institution of Washington and then proceeded to 
deecrlbe the great eactus deserts of South America 
which he had visited. During his last trip to South 
America he spent six weeks in the state of Bahia, 
Brazil, six weeks in the state of Bio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, and three weeks in Argmxtina, Large col- 
lections were obtained. Many living plants were 
sent back to the United States for ealtivation. The 
living collection is now on exhibltioh in the New 
York Botanical Garden. Several remarkable gpi* 
eric types of cacti were discovered. Dr. Bo«i^ 
paper wae illustrated by numerous lantern slides of 
xenons visited, of cacti in their native environ* 
mest; and by many interesting botanical speci- 
mens. 

The last paper of the evening was by Dr. L, 0. 
Howard, ''Some Biological Pictures of Oahu 
(Hawaii)." Dr, Howard showed a large number 
of lantern slides from plmtographs made by him 
during a short stay the past summer on the Island 
of Oahu. Special emphasis was laid on those which 
dealt with agricultural problems and economic 
entomology, many of which are peculiar to the 
Hawaiian Island. 

M. W, Ltok, Ja, 
BeeorAin^ fieeretory 

THg NXW OBLEAKB AOADEHY 07 gOlXWCEVB 

Thx regular meeting of the academy was held 
in Tulane Unitendty on Tuesday, November 16, 
1916, Dr. Gustav Mann, president, in the chair. 

The paper of the evening was by Dr. W. H* 
Dalrymple, of the Louisiana Btaie University, on 
"The History of the Cattle Tick Fight in Louisi- 
ana." Dr. Dalrymple gave a hx^t history of the 
fight in Lotiisisna, first, by individual effort, thee 
by state effort, and, finally, by federal aid. 
paper proved of eoimiderftlde interest and iMe 
wae much diacnssion at the^ e^ 

■ ■ a..a-OoaP!, ■ 
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THE BELATION OF TEE ACADEMY TO THE 
STATE AND TO THE PEOPLE OF 
THE STATED 

We are celebrating the twenty-fifth anni- 
versary of an institution whose existence is 
unknown to the great majority of the peo- 
ple of Ohio. Yet it has enjoyed a prosper- 
ous life of a quarter of a century during 
which it has held many meetings in difTer- 
ent parts of the state. At these meetings 
important results of original research on 
the part of its members were presented, 
many of which have been published by the 
academy and in various scientific journals, 
thus becoming a part of the great store of 
learning which the world is accumulating. 

The academy can not be fairly charged 
with undue exaltation of its own merit or 
importance in the past and, as an incor- 
porated institution of the state it has a 
right to think that some consideration 
should now be given to the relations which 
it might and should sustain to that state 
and to the people of the state. 

As a preface to such consideration it 
seems desirable to refer to the views of a 
few persons who would naturally be among 
its most active supporters did they not be- 
lieve that under present conditions there is 
no good reason for the existence of such a 
society as the Ohio Academy of Science, con- 
tending that other organizations of a similar 
character, mostly national in their scope, 
offer as good or better facilities for the ac- 
complishment of the principal ends the acad- 
emy has in view. There is enough ground 
for such a contention to justify a reply. 
Of the many remarkable social evolutions 

lAddresB at the celobration of th« twenty-fifth 
atmivetsary of the Ohio Academy of Science. 
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that have marked the last quarter of a cen- 
tury none is more ourious and interesting 
than the marvelous increase in the number 
of societies or groups of people associated 
together for some special purpose other 
than what is generally known as “busi- 
ness.” It seems to be an accepted theory 
that if any thing is to be done or ought to 
be done it is only necessary to form an 
organization of those who think it ought to 
be done, after which it is often assumed that 
in some mysterious way the thing will do 
itself. There is no part of the country 
however remote or difficult of access that 
has not been penetrated by and permeated 
with this malady, and clubs, associations, 
circles, etc., have been formed in bewilder- 
ing numbers and perplexing confusion as 
to origin and raison d’etre. Persons cyn- 
ically inclined have attributed this to the 
fact that each organization requires a presi- 
dent and other officers and that the uni- 
versal desire for place-holding is thus grati- 
fied. While there is doubtless more truth 
in this explanation than we would care to 
acknowledge, the phenomenon is largely the 
outcome of the modem drift towards spe- 
cialization in all spheres of human activity. 
Indeed it is more than a drift ; it is a veri- 
table fiood-tide and many organizations of 
recent creation are examples of specializa- 
tion gone mad. 

Scientific men have not escaped this epi- 
demic and during the past twenty years 
their segregation into groups each of which 
confines its activities in study and research 
to a special and often a very narrow field, 
has gone on with alarming rapidity. 
Alarming because while there can be no 
question that science has been and will con- 
tinue to be greatly advanced by specializa- 
tion it can not be denied that the man of 
science has suffered and will continue to 
suffer from the same cause. Burrowing in 
a trench, necessary as that operation often 


is, if persisted in to the exclusion of other 
oeeupations, deprives the burrower of that 
breadth of view and general aoquaintanoe 
with the topography of tiie surrounding 
country which is necessary to the under- 
standing, direction or control of larger 
operations. It will be admitted that up to 
the present time the epoch-making general- 
izations in science have originated with 
men, who, though profound students of 
some great subdivision of human knowl- 
edge, have not been given to acute speciali- 
zation. Although we may not expect an- 
other Bacon to rise and declare, “I have 
taken all knowledge to be my province,” 
it is safe to predict that if we are to have in 
the future discoveries of a magnitude cmn- 
parable with that of the Copemican theory 
of the universe, the law of gravitation, the 
doctrine of evolution or the conservation of 
energy, they will come from men whow 
learning is comprehensive rather than ii| 
tensive. Indeed the same rule must hold m 
more restricted fields of research. One who 
devotes himself exclusively to the study of 
“the abdominal parasites of the white utt” 
is not likely to evolve from it a new and 
important biological principle; nor is it 
probable that an intensive study of conju- 
gate systems of space curves or years de- 
voted to a revision of the atomic weights of 
the rare metals would carry one far on &e 
way towards an explanation of the nature 
and cause of gravitational attraction. I 
would much regret to be understood as dep- 
recating or disparaging specialization in 
science. It is of the highest importance 
even in its narrowest phase for throuj^ it 
the phenomena of nature are revealed. 
But finding how one phenomenon is relate 
to another; the logic^ grouping of results 
of observation and experiment and the der- 
ivation therefrom of general principles and 
laws will always call for mteUectnal powers 
of a distinctly higher order. 
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I conclude, therefore, that an organiza- 
tion like the Ohio Academy is of prime im- 
portance to science in Ohio because it is 
essential to the proper and complete devel- 
opment of the man of science. By min- 
gling with those whose explorations of the 
mysteries of nature are directed along lines 
diverging greatly from his own he is better 
prepared to estimate correctly the compara- 
tive and the absolute value of his own 
work. He has also an opportunity to famil- 
iarize himself with methods and' instru- 
ments of research used in other depart- 
ments of science which he can often sum- 
mon to his own service with great profit. 

In our own National Academy of Sci- 
ences there is no division of members into 
sections in sessions for the presentation and 
discussion of scientific papers. Communi- 
cations of the most diverse character are 
presented before the entire body and this 
course is highly commended in a recent 
volume by Dr. George E. Hale, which is a 
study of the academics of all nations and 
their relation to the progress of human 
knowledge. 

Unfortunately the history of scientific 
organizations in this country during the 
past quarter of a century shows a Strong 
movement in a direction contrary to that 
which I have suggested as desirable. Forty 
years ago the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science was divided into 
two sections, one of which included those 
members who were most interested in the 
so-called ‘‘exact sdienoes,” mathematics, 
astronomy, physics and chemistry, while 
the other was made up of students of the 
“natural history sciences. ’’ During the 
we<^ or ten days of its annual meeting 
tiiere were daily morning sessions in which 
l»th sections participated and there were 
fi^uent evening meetings at which ad- 
dresm and lectures were given by eminent 
soimlsn representing both grand divisions of 


science, each choeen for his skill in present- 
ing his subject in such a way that it was 
intelligible and interesting to members who 
were on the other side of the dividing line. 
In this way the mathematioian or physicist 
might alws3rs have a fairly correct knowl- 
edge of the more important developments 
or the larger generalizations in biology or 
geology. The doctrine of evolution, which 
came first from that side, was quickly iq>- 
preoiated by students of exact science to 
which it has since been profitably applied. 
They, in their turn, gave to the naturalists 
the great principle of the conservation of 
energy, of which great use has been made 
in the study of life in its various forms. 
The psychological effect of the mingling of 
these two rather diverse elements of the 
scientific body was also of great value, and 
there is not the slightest doubt that both 
were greatly benefited. 

In this bi-partite classification of its 
membership the association had followed 
the example of its English forerunner in 
a practise which the latter still maintains. 
In the American Association the disintegra- 
tion began about thirty years ago and at 
present it is divided into twelve sections. 

In addition to this specialization within 
the largest scientific body of the country, 
during the past twenty years an astonish- 
ingly large number of other scientific soci- 
eties have come into existence, each of 
which is specially devoted to a particular 
department or, more often, to a subdivision 
of a particular department of science. In- 
deed the pressing need of the hour is the 
organization of a Society for the Preven- 
tion of the Organization of Other Societies. 

Perhaps the most deplorable conse- 
quence of this minute subdivision in the 
ranks of scientific men is that, because of 
habitual isolation from all not familiar 
with its technical vocabulary little or no 
effort is made by one group to translate the 
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results of original research into a language 
intelligible to any or all of the others. In 
spite of the sensational vaporizing about 
seientMc men and scientific discoveries that 
abounds in the Sunday newspapers and fills 
the pages of popular magazines, it is abso- 
lutely true that at the present day there are’ 
almost no attempts to popularize science, 
that is by men who know what they are 
talking about. A great journal which for 
half a century was devoted to the exposi- 
tion of the results of scientific investigation 
in the vernacular common to educated men 
has recently been compelled to suspend fur- 
ther publication for lack of support. It 
seems to be a case in which both producer 
and consumer have disappeared. 

The Ohio Academy of Science is organ- 
ized in such a way as to afford, it is hoped, 
an effective check upon this unfortunate 
tendency. In its sectional meetings oppor- 
tunity is offered for the discussion of re- 
sults of research of the most specialized 
character, while in its general sessions the 
more important of such results, when 
finally accepted, may be presented in a 
manner intelligible and interesting to all. 
As an illustration of the latter possibility I 
may be allowed to refer to the great pleas- 
ure and profit with which, as one whose in- 
tellectual horizon has always been regret- 
fully restricted, I listened at the last meet- 
ing of the academy to a most able, inter- 
esting and instructive summary of work 
done in the suppression of the foot and 
mouth disease. 

I think it fortunate that the academy is 
never likely to be very great in numbers. 
Let us hope that there will always be at 
least one institution whose excellence is not 
to be measured by a numerical standard. 

The American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science with its ten thousand 
members, its twelve sections and its twenty- 
three afBliated societies, all meeting at <me 


time and plaoe, is an aggregatioB of ptfts 
not very closely related. It no longer af- 
fords, as in tile early years of its existence, 
a great opportunity for that oommin^ixig 
in Bocial and scientific interoourse whiek 
counted for so much in both pleasure and 
profit for its members. The smaller, spe- 
oialized national societies take its place in 
large measure iu this respect, but these 
fail in one most important particular. In 
them a man mingles with his kind; it is 
mingling with the other kind that he often 
most needs. 

Finally, the Ohio Academy, being a state 
institution, should appeal to all residents 
of the state who are interested in tiie ad- 
vancement of science or the promotion of 
scientific discovery. The geographic eom- 
pactness of the state and the network of 
transportation lines by which it is covered 
makes it easy for all to attend its meetings, 
wherever they may be held, while the na- 
tional societies are usually in session at 
such distant points that the burden of ex- 
pense and time makes them impossible for 
many. 

The academy, therefore should be ac- 
cepted as a very desirable, indeed neces- 
sary adjunct to the scientific activities of 
the state and it is entitled to the loyal sup- 
port of all residents of the state, especially 
of those who are actually engaged in scien- 
tific work. 

Let us now ccmsider its relation to the 
state under which it enjoys a corporate 
existence. In answer to the question 
"What has the state done for the acad- 
emyt" a nngle sentence will suffice. A 
quarter of a century ago the state gave the 
academy its charter, in payment for which 
it received the sum of five dollars; about 
two years ago when the atutdemy desired to 
correct a slight and hitherto nndetoetod 
error in its name as recorded in the ohartor 
the state graeionily allowed one word to bo 
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■trioken out, reoemug for the stroke au* 
9&er payment of five dollars. That is all. 
Zt is not knoivn that the state has in any 
oi&er way recognized the existence of the 
aeademy. 

In nearly all enlightened countries there 
is an organized body of scientific men, ex- 
isting under a charter which gives it at 
least a quasi-official standing and the scien- 
tific knowledge or technical skill of its mem- 
bers is assumed to be at the service of the 
government whenever in legislative, admin- 
istrative or judicial proceedings scientific 
problems are encountered. In England 
there is the Royal Society; in Prance the 
Academie Franijaise; in Italy the Reale 
Accademia dei Lincei — the “Royal Acad- 
emy of the Lynx’’ — of which Galileo and 
Ck)lonna were early members, and in the 
United States we have the National Acad- 
emy of Sciences, which, though not yet 
utilized by the national government as com- 
pletely as would be desirable, has furnished 
the material on which some of the most im- 
portant and far-reaching legislation of Con- 
gress rests. By the terms of its charter the 
government may call upon the academy to 
“investigate, examine, experiment and re- 
port upon any subject of science or art.” 
The actual expense of such service is to be 
paid by the government, but members re- 
eeive no compensation. In some states of 
the union in which there are chartered 
academies of science a similar relation ex- 
ists and state governments have greatly 
benefited thereby, but in Ohio the state gov- 
mmment has never yet asked its academy to 
^‘investigate, examine and report” upon 
any subjeet of science or art. This appar- 
ent lack of appreciation of the merits of 
the academy and the possibilities of its use- 
ifoiness must be attributed to an indiffer- 
SiDoe or ignorance on the part of state offl- 
fbr which the members themselves 
stay be largely respcmsible. Believing that 


it has thus far failed in this, one of its moat 
important funotions, 1 shall dwell a litfle 
on what I conceive should be its proper re- 
lation to the state in this respect. 

I would have the academy act, through 
its properly constituted committees, as the 
adviser and counsellor of the state in all 
matters relating to science or the arts. The 
necessity for such advice and counsel is be- 
coming more and more evident every year 
because the sciences and the arts are every 
year playing a more and more important 
part in all things affecting the well being of 
both the state and the people of the state. 
Eager to secure the benefits of applied 
science, state and municipal govenunents 
as well as private individuals have been 
guilty of wasteful extravagance in their un- 
reasoning haste to do good to themselves 
before they know what really is good. 
During the past few years we have ex- 
pended many millions of dollars in the 
building of what we hope will prove to be 
good roads. Bad grades, lack of drainage, 
collapsed foundations and crumbling bricks 
already show that in many instances we 
shall be grievously disappointed. That Hie 
greater part of the enormous loss resulting 
from such failures might have been avoided 
is apparent to any one possessing even a 
slight knowledge of the principles of high- 
way construction. 

Several years ago laws were enacted af- 
fecting the sanitation of our dwellings and 
public buildings, fixing in great detail the 
methods by which connection shall be made 
with public water supply, sewers, etc. 
These were supposed to be in the interest 
of Hie individual as well as that of Hie 
community at large, as a protecHon against 
the spread of disease, and the importance 
of many of them can not be denied. But 
wiHiin a few years it has been proved that 
many of the restrictions put upon us by 
our boards of health are quite useless and 
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tmreasonable. We now know that sewer 
gas is not poisonous and that much of the 
cost of a system of so-called “sanitary*' 
pliunbing may be avoided, as is already 
done in countries where legislation follows 
information in such matters. As our sani- 
tary legislation is much of it largely in the 
interests of a trade union it is rigidly en- 
forced and the unnecessary burden upon 
the people is by no means light. 

Much the same may be said of our laws 
and regulations relating to the ventilation 
of school and other buildings. They add 
greatly to the cost of construction and 
maintenance but they are far from being 
in accord with the more recent results of 
scientific investigation. 

The people of Ohio pay, annually, many 
millions of dollars for a commodity for the 
measure of which, as it passes from pro- 
ducer to consumer, the state has made no 
provision whatever. The assumed honesty 
of the producer is the constuner’s only pro- 
tection. 

Many other examples of wastefulness and 
burdensome legislation and adminutration 
might be cited, but these alone, result- 
ing in a single year in a loss many times 
enough to endow an academy of science in 
perpetuity, should be convincing evidence 
that there is great need of wise counsel 
whenever laws relating to the applications 
of scientific discovery are under considera- 
tion by a legislative body whose members 
must of necessity be largely ignorant of the 
basic principles involved. 

It will probably be suggested that the 
state already has at its command a body of 
scientific and technical advisers in the sev- 
eral faculties of the state univejrsitiee and 
that these, b^g already in its employ, can 
more appropriately be called upon for 
service. But there are numerous other in- 
stitutions of learning, in the faculties of 
which are to be found men of high scientific 


attainments and great tedinical knowledge 
and skill, men who are recogniaed by liM 
members of the State Univenily fimoltios 
as their peers in every respect, and tike 
state should be glad to be able to avail itsdf 
of their accomplishments. Besides these, 
with whom science or technology is a pro- 
fession, there will always be other eitiaeoia 
of Ohio (and may their tribe increase) who, 
though not connected with any educational 
institution, are lovers of learning and suc- 
cessfully engaged in research in some de- 
partment of science. Their knowledge and 
experience may also be made available 
through the academy, of which they are 
almost certain to be members. Aside from 
the fact that the academy will constitute a 
much larger group than the faculties of the 
state universities from which expert oonn- 
sellors may be chosen there can be no doubt 
that its advice would alwasrs have a higher 
value on account of its independence of ac- 
tion and freedom from political control ear 
legislative influence. Even college profes- 
sors are not wholly exempt from the weak- 
nesses of human nature and conditions 
might arise in which it would go hard with 
them to oppose in report or recommenda- 
tion a strong movement of the majority of 
a body of men to whom they must lodt for 
appropriations necessary to their continued 
existence. Instances in which such influ- 
ence was successfully exerted would be, of 
course, extremely rare, but suspicion of Us 
presence might be much less so. 

There is a weakness in tiie third of tim 
three great divisions of our governmental 
Bytbem which has long been deplored by 
all thoughtful people, to the cure of whii^ 
a state academy of soienoes might make s 
laige contribution. 

I refer to the use, or rather the abuse of 
expert testimony in courts of law. Soak 
testinumy is generally summoned in trUtls 
in which questions mrise involring some da* 
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partment of science or some one of the 
technical arts. It most be frankly ad- 
ttdtted that the scientific expert himself is 
responsible, more than any one else, for the 
hnmiliating fact that courts and juries 
often have little respect for him and little 
confidence in the evidence which he fur- 
nishes. This unfortunate and unnatural 
condition is the result of a system which 
is a disgrace to all who are responsible for 
it The scientific expert has allowed him- 
self to become an advocate. All of his 
tests, experiments and investigations are 
made to bolster up a particular theory. 
Phenomena or results of experiments that 
tend to discredit this theory are excluded 
from his testimony unless brought out by 
the skillful questioning of the attorney on 
the other side, who has been coached by an- 
other expert whose tests, experiments and 
investigations have been made for the pur- 
pose of breaking down this particular 
theory or establishing a different one. 
Often both of these men know the real 
truth of the controversy and if locked up 
in a research laboratory or isolated from 
outside influence would come to substantial 
agreement as to every important fact bear- 
ing upon it, for two trained observers can 
never differ long as to the phenomena pres- 
ent in any investigation. 

But tiiey have discredited themselves and 
the great body of scientific men whom they 
temporarily represent by selling their serv- 
ices as advocates rather than as experts 
akUled in ascertaining facts. 

It has loxig been recognized that the 
remedy for this evil lies in the selection of 
expert witnesses by the court. Attorneys 
on botii sides should be allowed to sug- 
gest questions to the court for the experts 
to answer if the court considers them 
proper but never to examine or oross-ex- 
amine the witness directly. The compen- 
salaon of the witness should be fixed by 


the court and paid by the state. The 
court would often find the academy the 
best source of information regarding the 
qualifications of experts and would gladly 
transfer to it the responsibility of making 
a selection, precisely as some years ago the 
officers of otir national government charged 
with the administration of the internal 
revenue laws shifted the responsibility in 
an important case to the National Acad- 
emy of Sciences and adopted the recom- 
mendations of its committee. 

During the past few years there has been 
much talk (and not much besides talk) 
about the importance of conserving our 
national resources, state and national. I 
need hardly say that the membership of 
the academy includes men who have 
studied these resources for many years; 
who are better informed regarding them 
than any or all others. Whenever the 
state shall seriously undertake legislation* 
to secure their conservation it will be a 
reckless administration that does not ap- 
ply to them for advice and counsel. 

At the risk of being charged with grossly 
exaggerating the merits of my fellow 
academicians and others of their kind I 
venture to refer to one other function of 
our complex social and industrial life for 
which I have long thought to be especially 
well fitted, those men who are thoroughly 
trained in scientific methods and who 
have shown their capacity for the original 
investigation and solution of difficult scien- 
tific problems. I mean for service as ar- 
bitrators, especially in those cases in 
which both sides declare there is nothing 
to arbitrate, each believing, often with 
perfect sincerity, that his own position is 
absolutely right and the other absolutely 
wrong. ^ 

Arbitration, in theory the best method 
of settling disputes, in practise has more 
often failed than not. It could hardly 
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be otbemise tinder the prevailing system. 
The ordinary procedure is for each side 
to choose a representative, generally a 
lawyer, who is pledged to do his best as 
an advocate, not as a judge. These two 
after much difSculty, and sometimes by 
the tossing of a coin, select a third who 
is often secretly known to favor one side 
or the other and thus the case is won be- 
fore it is begun. In the more favorable 
case of the third arbitrator being open 
minded and anxious for a correct decision, 
the points in dispute are confused and 
obscured by the pleadings of his legal col- 
leagues whose trade is “to make the 
worse appear the better reason.” 

In their place put men who have had 
much training and long experience in 
discriminating between appearances and 
realities, whose life work is the ascertain- 
ment of facts, the discovery and announce- 
ment of truth regardless of consequences, 
and arbitration would no longer mean a 
mere temporary expedient or an illogical 
and unsstisfaetory compromise. 

Much of the history of modem civil- 
ization might be summoned in support of 
my contention that training and discipline 
in the methods of scientific investigation 
may be depended upon above all other 
processes to give men power to distinguish 
between the true and the false ; to analyze 
and reconcile confusing and contradic- 
tory evidence, and to extract therefrom 
whatever of truth it may conceal. For 
such men are guided by the sentiment that 
inspired Galileo when, in speakiog of the 
Copemican system of the universe and 
other scientific doctrines which the Pope 
had condemned he had the courage to say : 

yhil« there oan be no doubt that his holinesi hu 
absolute power either to admit or condemn, it it 
not in the power of onv ereatvre to make them to 
be true or faXee etherwite tAtm in their oio» noture 
and in fact they are. 


Omitting farther consideratioa of the 
many ways in which the aoadmny might 
serve the state, and ignoring entirely the 
intrinsic value of contributions to adenoe 
which its existence might make possible, X 
. must refer briefly to the reciprocal obliga- 
tion of the state to the academy. 

In the beginning the question was asked, 
“What has the state done for the acad- 
emy t” and the answer was, “nothing.” 
My answer to the question what shotUd the 
state do for the academy is almost as brief. 
It is, “not much.” Its usefulness to the 
state will depend largely on its being free 
from state control or departmental influ- 
ence. At the same time their mutual rela- 
tions should be close enough to justify the 
state in calling upon it at any time for 
services of the kind I have indicated. The 
provision in the charter of our National 
Academy already quoted seems to be quite 
satisfactory. In return for services which 
in time will become both numerous and 
valuable the state should do two things for 
the academy. It should undertake the 
publication of its annual reports, including 
monographs, memoirs and other contribu- 
tions to its proceedings which are judged to 
be of sufficient interest and importance to 
the people of the state. This is already 
the practise of several states in which acad- 
emies of science flourish and it is done by 
the national government for the National 
Academy. It should also provide a snita- 
ble building in which the regular meet- 
ings of the academy could be held, where 
its archives and eolleetions could be stored 
and where its special comndttees could 
hold their meetings and prepare tiieir re-< 
ports. This is certainly a modest demand 
if the members of the academy pledge them- 
selves in return to give to tiie stats without 
coat, in tiie form of advice and oonnsel, the 
full ben^t of their aolentifto training and. 
technical ddU. 
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Ditri^ the past few years in public and 
p#tmte apeech, in books^ newspapers and 
magaainea the word efficiency” has been 
heard and seen almost ad nauseam. The 
better the horse the more we are inclined to 
ride it to death, but that phase of the mean- 
ing of this word which Implies making full 
and eecmomic use of all our varied re- 
sources must in the end enjoy a useful sur- 
vival. Prom the awful calamity which has 
fallen upon the world in the form of a 
general. European war there are many 
lessons to be learned, not the least impor- 
tant of which is to discover the origin and 
cause of the marvellous efficiency of the 
military forces of one of the great nations 
involved, or rather, of the people of that 
nation, or still more accurately, of the na- 
tion as a whole, which has displayed a capa- 
city for the immediate and complete utiliza- 
tion of every available resource, animate 
and inanimate, that has commanded the ad- 
miration of even its most bitter foes. 

For one of the principal sources of this 
efficiency we have not far to look. 

In 1893, when every nation of the world 
was collecting the best examples of its ma- 
terial resources and industrial products for 
exhibition at the great World's Pair held 
at Chicago in celebration of the four hun- 
dredth anniversary of the discovery of 
America, an old man in Berlin was com- 
manded to present himself at the Royal 
Palace for an interview with the Emperor 
of Germany. To him spoke the Kaiser, 
laying: 

We are sending to America the finest products of 
ohr faeterles, our mills, our fields and our mines; 
tome of our ebokest works of art will be there, but 
above all of these Germany is most proud of the 
Oiea ahe produces. You are the best we have and 
you must go to represent us.i 

i Tbit is no imaginary interview. I have given 
aa nearly as possible the exact words used by 
fitronees voa Helmholtz in telling me of it after- 

warda 


The man thus addressed was not a field 
marshal of the German army, or an ad« 
miral of her navy, her most famous diplo- 
mat or her richest iron-master. He was 
Herman Ludwig Ferdinand von Helm- 
holtz, Germany *s greatest natural philoso- 
pher, at once the most versatile and pro-^ 
found scholar of the nineteenth century. 

The incident is well worthy of our at- 
tention as a striking illustration of the 
value which is set upon men of science and 
their work by the German Empire. Dur- 
ing the past fifty years no other nation has 
so encouraged scientific research and by no 
other nation have scientific discoveries 
been so readily accepted and so quickly 
utilized. In all legislation upon economic 
questions the man of science has had para- 
mount influence, and in that greatest of all 
economies, the prevention of unnecessary 
waste and the getting out of every material 
thing the last drop of usefulness, the Ger- 
mans, from prince to peasant, have no 
rival^ The administration of her munici- 
pal governments is a model for the rest of 
the world, because the advice of the scholar 
has been sought at every turn. All of her 
foremost indtistrial enterprises have had 
their beginning in the laboratory. In many 
important lines she has controlled the mar- 
kets of the world, not on account of her su- 

2 A personal ezporionce, amusing but instructive, 
may be worth relating. While living in one of the 
largest cities in Germany I ordered a suit of 
clothes from a good shop on one of the principal 
streets. On the first trial of the coat I failed to 
find the small change or ticket pocket usually 
on the right side. When 1 called attention to its 
absence the tailor showed me that it had been put 
in on the inside of the larger pocket below, explain- 
ing that if he put it where it Is usually placed by 
American or English workmen it would be impos- 
sible to hiwe the coat turned^ as the cut in |he 
clotb Would then show on the left side I And wfien 
I expressed my preference for the usual location he 
remarked, ‘^Nearly every gentleman in Germany 
has his coat turned once.'' 
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perior business or commercial intelligence 
but because of the knowledge and techni- 
cal skill of her chemists. 

Whatever we may think of the outcome 
it can not be denied that it is applied 
science that has enabled the German Em- 
pire to suddenly convert itself into a huge 
engine of destruction, aU parts of which 
seem to have been so delicately adjusted 
to each other that the awful strain to which 
the whole is now subjected is distributed 
among the several members in exact pro- 
portion to their ability to bear. Other na- 
tions are learning this lesson in the hard 
school of experience and they are paying 
tuition in blood and treasure. 

Fortunately for us it may be learned by 
observation as well as by experiment. 

T. C. MENDENHAIili 

November 9, 1915 


B18TORICAL SKETCH OF TEE OHIO ACAD- 
EMY OF SCIENCE 

Twenty-five years ago the first decisive 
steps were taken looking toward the organi- 
zation of an Ohio Academy of Science. At 
the annual meeting of the Biological Club of 
the State University held November 8, 1891, 
the retiring president made a short address 
in which he said substantially: There is 
need of one institution in Ohio to the 
organization of which our club should di- 
rect its combined energy and influence. 
This is a state academy of science. If local 
clubs and societies of science are beneficial, 
the reasons that make them so apply with 
greater force to a state organization. Who 
can estimate the inspiration, the stimnlus to 
research and investigation, that such an in- 
stitution would provoke? In a great agri- 
cultural state like Ohio, a deep, abiding and 
constantly growing interest will ever be 
talen in the sciences of geology, botany and 
chemistry, for these constitute the very 
foundation, the body and bones, of any ra- 


tional basis of practical knowte^ps regard- 
ing soils and the various erope that grow 
thereon. But our State Academy weeld 
not be confined to the eeienees Hiat relate 
so directly to soils and eropa. All hranriies 
of biology, as well as phyrios, chemistry, 
mathematics, anthropology, meteorology, 
economics, sociology, etc., everything that 
contributes to the sum total of scientific 
knowledge, should find a place. The initial 
steps toward the founding of such on acad- 
emy should be taken by this club, and 
to-night. This can be done by the appoint- 
ment of a committee, which should ener- 
getically push the matter by preparing a 
program for a meeting, and issuing a call to 
aU interested, to assist in the organization. 
In pursuance with this declaration the club 
appointed a committee consisting of D. S. 
Kellioott, W. A. Kellerman and Uie speiJmr 
to take such measures as in their judgment 
were deemed best to carry into effect the 
wishes of the Biological Club. 

The committee soon secured the promise 
of hearty cooperation from many of the 
most prominent scientists in Ohio, and 
issued a call for a meeting to be held in 
Columbus, December 31, 1891. 

The meeting took place at the date named, 
and appointed a committee on oiganisa- 
tion consisting of W. A. Kellerman, of iJie 
Ohio State University ; E. W. Claypole, of 
Buchtel College; and Henry Snyder, of 
Miami University. 

While the committee just named were 
preparing a constitution and by*lsws, 
papers were read by Dr. A. M. Bleilie, B. E. 
Bogue, J, M. Bradford, H. E. Chapin, EL, J. 
Detmers, W. A. Kellerman, D. S. Kellkott, 
H. A. Weber, W. C. Warner and A. A. 
Wright, 

After the adoption of a brief but oompre- 
hensive constitution and a few sknpie by- 
laws, the organization was completed by tiw 
election of ^e following oiBoers to serva Ibe 



I m, i»]«] 


SCIENCE 


m 


fimt f^i Pi»aid««it, E. W. Claypole, 
BuebM CielUige, Aki^; Vice-presidents, 
Ai A. Wvii^t, Oberiin, and Ellen E. Smith, 
Lake Erie Semin&iy, Painesville ; Secre- 
tary, WtllnuQ R. Lazenby, Ohio State Uni- 
versily, Cohnabna; and A. D. Selby, 
Treasurer, Columbus, Ohio. Elected as 
members of the Executive Committee were 
E. T. Nelson, Ohio Wesleyan, Delaware, 
and A. D. Cole, then of Denison University, 
Granville. It should be noted that of the 
seven elected officers only two, the secretary 
am} treasurer, were residents of Columbus, 
and connected with the state university. I 
mention this to show that from the very 
outset, the academy has been a state-wide 
institution and in no way restricted or 
limited to any one section of the state. At- 
tention is also called to the fact that the 
charter members of the academy, fifty-nine 
in number, included mathematicians, chem- 
ists, physicists in generous proportions. 

It was also quite representative of the 
eduoattonal institutions of the state that 
were interested in science. Besides the 
state university which naturally had the 
laigsat number, the following universities 
and colleges were represented; Buchtel, 
Oineinnati, Denison, Miami, Mount Union, 
(HMBriin, Ohio, Ohio Wesleyan, Otterbein, 
Starling Medical, Western Reserve and 
Wilmington. Lake Erie Seminary and the 
State Experiment Station, as well as the 
higth sehools of Alliance, Cincinnati, Cleve- 
land^ Oolnmbns, Chillicothe, Dayton, De- 
Sanpe« Geneva, Kent, Portsmouth, San- 
dmllOr, and Tiffin were likewise represented. 

At the first meeting the secretary was in- 
liMiieted to secure articles of incorporation, 
and to publish the constitution and by-laws, 
tVSatlMV with a list of the officers and 
totefldwn. 

ylg accord vrith the above instruo- 
a certificate of incorporation was duly 
iji^ adth the Secretary of State on March 


12, 1892. This certificate bore the following 
names as incorporators of the Ohio State 
Academy of Science : W. A, Kellermaa, 
P. M. Webster, A. D. Selby, W. C. Werner, 
E. E. Bogue and W. R. Lazenby. Of these 
incorporators Professors Kellerman and 
Bogue have passed away. 

The academy held its first field meeting 
in Summit County on June 3 and 4, 1892, 
the headquarters being at what was then 
Buchtel College, in the city of Akron. 

The program for the field-day ineluded an 
excursion by steamer to Long Lake, and 
the day was spent in and about the attrae- 
tive “Lake District” of Summit County. 
The botanists observed the rich and varied 
plant societies of the swamps, and the geol- 
ogists were interested in the great moraines 
to which, in part at least, the swamps, ponds 
and lakes owe their origin. In the evening 
a reception was held in the gymnasium of 
Buchtel College, at which the visitors were 
welcomed by the mayor of Akron, the 
president of the college. Dr. O. Cone, and 
the president of the Akron Scientific Club. 

The next day at an early hour the mem- 
bers and visitors set out for Cuyahoga Falls, 
where they were cordially welcomed. They 
were conducted some three miles through 
the post-glacial gorge of the Cuyahoga 
River. 

This excursion was equally interesting 
and profitable. The geologists and botan- 
ists and entomologists improved the oppor- 
tunity and added to their stores of scien- 
tific facts. 

After the passing of a quarter of a cen- 
tury, I can look back upon this as one of 
the red-letter days of my life. 

What was called on the program the first 
annual meeting, although in reality the 
second, was held in Columbus, Decembe^29 
and 30, 1892, At this meeting twenty-five 
papers were read. The papers were for tiie 
moat part on some phase of botany, geology 
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and entomology. Perhaps the moat signif- 
icant action at this meeting was a brief re- 
port of the Committee on Publications, 
which announced that it had selected the 
Journal of the Cincinnati Society of Nat- 
ural History and the technical series of 
Bulletins of the Ohio Experiment Station, 
as the official organs of the academy, until 
better arrangements can be made. 

At the close of this second annual meet- 
ing, although in reality the end of the first 
year of the existence of the academy, the 
total membership was as follows; Annual 
members 116 — of which number 59 were 
charter members, and one life member, Mr. 
Emerson McMillin, who at this early day 
became a generous patron. 

Having dwelt in some detail upon the 
founding and early history of the academy, 
I shall treat its subsequent career and ac- 
complishments more briefly. 

Statistics are usually wearisome, but in 
the interests of history they can not be 
wholly avoided. 

What may be termed the annual mem- 
bership of the academy has increased from 
59 charter -members in 1891 to 234 mem- 
bers in 1915. About one fifth of the mem- 
bership reside outside of Ohio, and are 
found in 15 different states, besides the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, Hawaii and Canada. 
The Ohio residents are found in more than 
50 counties of the state. 

To illustrate the regularity of growth in 
numbers, the fifth year the membership was 
157 ; tenth, 173 ; fifteenth, 179 j twentieth, 
196 ; twenty-fifth, 234. 

As to attendance, one can not speak con- 
fidently, for no records have been kept. On 
the average I should say that one third of 
the resident membership have attended the 
annual meetings. As to place, fourteen of 
the twenty-five annual meetings have been 
held in Columbus, two in Granville, two in 
Cincinnati, two in Cleveland, one each in 
Oxford, Delaware, Akron and Oberlin. 


IN. & Vah. XLZX, Hd. JflM 

Summer meetings have been held In wdl- 
aeleeted places in the fdlewing ebttttties: 
Summit, Hocking, Licking, Evia, Batiler, 
Enox, Montgomery, Franl^, Ottawa ai^d 
Wayne. Several of these were joint meet- 
ings with other organisations. For in- 
'stance, in Butler County with the Indiana 
Academy of Science; in Franldin County 
with the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science (the summer meeting 
of 1899) ; at Put-in-Bay with the Ohio 
Teachers Association, and in Sandusky 
County with the same organization. These 
delightful meetings were held each year for 
the first ten years in the life of the acad- 
emy. For some reason, unknown to me, 
they then ceased. Would it not be weU to 
renew themf As summer schools are now 
held at many points in Ohio, it might be ad- 
visable to arrange a meeting of a day or 
two with the scientific departments of some 
one of these schools. 

The papers presented during the twenty- 
five years number 1,124, or an average of 
45 for each meeting. The range in number 
is from 10, read at the first meeting, to 64, 
read at the fifteenth. At Ihe twenty-fourth 
meeting the number was 61, imd at the 
twenty-fifth it was 58. 

Cloud and sunshine, joy and grief, are 
common contrasts in our life. We experi- 
enced these contrasts at the eighth animal 
meeting. The first serious break in the 
ranks of our membership had then oeouraed. 
Two of our ablest members were mianng. 
We grieved that Dr. Eellioott had bem 
stricken by death, and that Dr. Claypolo 
had left Ohio to spend the remainder of hia 
days in the more genial climate of Cali- 
fomia. 

At the same time we rejoiced that one 
who had already proven himself a firimM 
should modestly announce that he had 
the academy $250, to be expended in wityi 
best suited to promote aoi^tifio reeearr^j; 
with the farther statement that sueb a anm 
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might be given annually, frovided the use 
made of the money was satisfaetoiy and it 
proved convenient for the donor to spare it. 
We may assume that these, conditions have 
been fulfllled, for from that day to this, 
or for eighteen successive ^ears, this gener- 
ous gift has been received. It has come 
to us quietly, promptly and without solici- 
tation during all this time. 

It has been administered in the same 
quiet way, and not one penny has been used 
for anytliing except to aid in research, or 
the publication of its results. 

The influence of this gift has been as 
gentle and persuasive as the spring sun- 
shine or summer shower. Nearly a score of 
special papers have been prepared and pub- 
lished by the acad^y through its aid. As 
many more have been published elsewhere. 
All honor to this scholarly, eflScient, large- 
hearted, high-spirited man. I trust he be- 
lieves that “the reward of a good deed is to 
have done it,” if not, I don’t know how he 
is to be paid. 

We are here, to-day in a spirit of con- 
gratulation. We congratulate our academy 
upon what it h^^ accomplished. We con- 
gratulate Emerson MoMillin on what he has 
done for the ecademy. 

We oongieitulate the universities, col- 
leges and high schools of Ohio that so large 
a number of their instructional force are 
active workers in our academy. Our an- 
nual meetings have confirmed and strength- 
ened a spirit of good will between the edu- 
cational iwtitutions of the state. They 
have ouUiviated the amenities, and devel- 
oped a feeing of brotherhood among our 
nembera rfOur academy since its inception 
has stood lor good scholarship, good fellow- 
ddp ahd 'good citizenship. The essentials 
of a great landscape are unity and variety. 

artii^lihewise the great attributes of an 
•Mciaiatiin for the promotion of seienoa 
IMtjr spirit and ideals of the work to 


be accomplished, and variety, infinite vari- 
ety, in the means by which these ideals may 
be developed. We come together on the 
basis of commanding interests and diverse 
experiences. This devotion to the varied 
phases of science detracts nothing from the 
pursuit of the older humanities, but adds 
materially to the effectiveness of any study 
that puts the student in closer touch with 
his environment — in closer touch with na- 
ture — ^and nature’s law. This spirit was 
in Orton and Kellicott and Claypole, who 
were among the founders of the academy. 
What a fine influence these men exerted 1 
What fine lives they led! It was a happy 
blending of the strenuous, the simple and 
the abundant life. 

Strenuous, because in addition to the en- 
forced and exacting labors of a teacher were 
added the self-imposed tasks of the investi- 
gator; simple, because they lived close to 
nature and her laws were the rale and guide 
of their daily conduct. They had neither 
time nor means for luxury. And most of 
all their lives were abundant; abundant in 
opportunity, abundant in accomplishment, 
abundant in honors, abundant in friend- 
ship. Demanding little, they received 
much. They are of those who, losing their 
lives, save them. 

Wo are together to celebrate an epoch, 
not alone in the promotion of science, but in 
the attainment of the ideals of education; 
ideals for which the academy will stand m 
the future as in the past. 

WnXiiAM R. Lazbkbt 

Obio Statz Univzbsitv 


TSS NAVAL CONSULTING BOARD OF TEB 
UNITED STATBSt 

Thb so-called “five-million laboratory,” 
proposed by the Naval Consulting Board, 

1 From an addroM made before the Joint meet- 
ing of the New York Section of the American 
Cfhemloal, the American Blectrochemlcal Society, 
and the Sooie^ of Ohemieal Induitry, by Dr. L. H. 
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has been the favorite subject of varied and 
picturesque criticisms which, as usual, orig* 
inated more through lack of information 
than by ill-will. 

Secretary Daniels requested each mem- 
ber to address to him his personal opinion , 
on the advisability of the creation of a re- 
search laboratory where urgent technical 
matters relating to the needs of our navy 
could be studied successfully. 

At the second meeting a special com- 
mittee was appointed to submit a joint re- 
port. On this committee were, besides Mr. 
Edison, four other members. One of the 
other members of the committee is a man 
who has earned a national reputation in 
organizing and developing one of our larg- 
est mechanical industries. The second 
member is at the head of perhaps the larg- 
est and best endowed scientific research 
institution of the world; another is the 
chief of one of the most successful chem- 
ical and physical industrial research labo- 
ratories of this country; the fifth has de- 
voted much of his life to private chemical 
research. . 

It was interesting to follow how the five 
members grouped themselves in accordance 
with their own point of view, dictated by 
their daily scope of action : The chemical or 
purely scientific members of this committee 
agreed pretty well on the kind of research 
laboratory they had in view, and although 
their suggestions had been written inde- 
pendently without consulting each other, 
their general recommendations as to the 
organization, equipment, and needed ex- 
penditures were fairly similar and rela- 
tively modest. 

But their recommendations were mainly 
limited to a chemical and physical labora- 
tory; they did not include the study of 
elaborate mechanical and technical prob- 

BMkdaad, member of the board* fod. printed in 
JMallurgicai cmd Chemioal EngHieekthg, 


lems which go. far beyond the questions 
which are usually dealt with in ehemieal 
and physical research laboratories. 

The two other members, on the contrary, 
wanted to prepare thoroughly for engineer- 
ing problems of immediate importance, the 
solution of which seems indispensable if 
the money of the navy is to be spent to best 
advantage. 

They set forth, from their own direct ex- 
perience, how very expensive such engi- 
neering experimental work is likely to be. 

Edison, for instance, pointed out the mil- 
lions he spent in developing some of the de- 
tails of his inventions; another member 
identified with the automobile industry 
stated that one single automobUe eonoem 
here in the United States had found it 
necessary to spend half a million dollars in 
one year for experiments and research. 

The modest estimate for a merely chem- 
ical and physical laboratory was thus 
snowed xmder by the irrefutable evidence 
of the much larger needs for a suitable 
mechanical or engineering department. 

Of course, it was argued &at the Navy 
possesses already several experimental sta- 
tions at its different navy yards, and at 
the torpedo station in Newport, aside from 
the different testing laboratories for the ma- 
terials used for ordnance or ammunition; 
that, furthermore, the excellent laboratory 
facilities of the Bureau of Standards are 
available. 

The answer to this was that each and 
every one of the present institutions were 
more necessary than ever, but were totally 
insufficient; furthermore, the f«dl eoopera- 
tion of all of them is needed; uU tiiia in 
view of the fact that, at presoit* the navy 
of this country is facing unusual reaptoud* 
bSities. 

If it is deemed urgent to be pr^porad tor 
defense then this defense tovolveajmohleiaa 
the solution of whioh can not ba^dafanaidl 
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indefinitely. If Bomething has to be done, 
it mnst be done immediately — ^not in five or 
ten years hence, when it may be too late. 

In all of onr present scientific research 
laboratories, time seems of relatively little 
or no acconnt ; problems which can not be 
solved to-day can be solved to-morrow or in 
ten years or during the next generations ; 
but this is not the case with the problems 
connected with the contemplated defense 
of OUT country ; the solution of these prob- 
lems can not be postponed. They demand 
immediate action. 

Nor is the condition of our navy similar 
to that of an industrial concern that can 
afford to take chances with machinery or 
equipment which is not strictly up to date, 
and still show some commercial success. 
For instance, recent events have demon- 
strated that there is no use building the 
best and newest fortresses against an enemy 
who possesses guns strong enough to de- 
molish everything in existence. 

Nor is there any chance of success in 
using the very best artillery at anything 
like equal chances if your adversary can 
do his scouting and range-finding with 
aeroplanes provided with reliable engines, 
while your aeroplanes are equipped with 
motors which give out at unexpected mo- 
ments. 

In our clumsy war with weak Spain, we 
went into the field with black powder when 
all other nations, even Spain, were equipped 
with smc^less powder. Whyl Because 
we had postponed too long studying the 
diemistry of the subject. 

The faeh is that if we require a navy at 
ail, our navy can not afford to use anything 
but tlm vary best and most efficient means 
of defense. Not to possess the very best 
might put us in the same absurd oondi- 
ticffit as wooden navies of the world 
in after our civil war had established 
suptUmacy of the iron-clad vessel. 


The contemplated outlay for the navy 
for the next five years, for new ships, avia- 
tion and reserve of munitions, amounts to 
about $500,000,000. These tremendous ex- 
penditures of money, in order to be of real 
value, ought to be made as efficient as pos- 
sible. All doubtful and inferior devices 
must be eliminated by direct experiment, 
by research and tests, before it is too late 
to remedy them. 

This requires accelerated action ; in fact, 
Mr. Edison’s personal opinion was that re- 
search and laboratory work in this instance 
‘‘should go on night and day without in- 
termission” instead of the usual easy-go- 
ing short-day plan followed in laboratories. 

If one single automobile concern in the 
United States finds it to its advantage to 
spend in one year half a million dollars on 
testing, research, or experimentation, how 
much more important is the business of the 
United States navy, where money not spent 
wisely is better not spent at all, because 
then at least we shall not have the illusion 
that we are equipped for defense, when we 
have merely lost our money on antiqAiated 
devices. 

Without mentioning any spectacular 
problems of modern warfare, it might be 
stated that such a prosaic detail as the 
corrosion of condenser tubes of our war 
ships involves an annual damage of about 
$2,000,000. If $1,000,000 were spent on re- 
search on this problem alone, with the re- 
sult of reducing the damage to one half the 
total outlay would be compensated in a few 
months’ time, aside from the important fact 
that our fleet would be stronger because less 
of our ships would be unavailable for serv- 
ice. 

It was brought out that there was little 
use in spending so many millions on fl3rin^ 
machines as long as there was any doubt 
on the reliability of their engines, and until 
an absolutely well-tried and standardized 
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engine had been developed. To accomplish 
this experimental work in a period of a few 
years would cost some money ; but to 
do this rapidly, within a few months, be- 
fore order is given to build these flying 
machines, requires enormous outlays of - 
money, alongside of the indispensable en- 
gineering talent. 

Another member brought out the fact 
that even oohservative industrial enter- 
prises found it necessary and profitable to 
spend at least 2 to 5 per cent, of their sales 
on research and experiments. At this rate, 
the contemplated expenditure of $500,000,- 
000 in five years would certainly warrant 
an expenditure of at least five million for 
research during that period. 

Money for this purpose, wisely used, 
ought to do so much good to the navy as to 
increase its efiBoiency by the value of several 
battleships costing considerably more. Mr. 
Edison’s arguments were particularly elo- 
quent when he enumerated the enormous 
expenditures for research in his own labora- 
tories. 

In this -discussion everybody seemed to 
be well in accord with the general idea that 
whatever expenditures were recommended, 
the contemplated work should be carried 
out under immediate supervision of the 
navy ; that this work should not be started 
all at once — full blast — ^but should be ex- 
tended gradually, as fast as circumstances 
demand it. 

In view of all this, two policies were open 
for obtaining the necessary appropriations 
—the old time-honored trick of asking from 
congress first an appropriation of a few 
thousand dollars, knowing very well that 
this would be insufficient, then after awhile 
ask an additional appropriation and keep 
on nagging and asking at various inter- 
vals. 

But the members of the advisory board 
thought it a more honest policy to state the 


facts as they safr them and to confront the 
secretary of thi navy with the probal^e 
maximum expenses for research and experi- 
mentation, commensurate to the five years' 
naval building program now under oon- 
templation. The five-million dollar budget 
for experimental work to be expended dur- 
ing those five years, or about one million 
a year, may strike the uninitiated as need- 
lessly large, although it is only about what 
some industrial enterprises have found 
necessary to spend on their own experimen- 
tal work. 

But if the nation docs not want to go to 
the expense of developing the latest and 
most efiScient means for defense at the low- 
est cost by obtaining the necessary infor- 
mation through prelimfoary experiments, 
instead of committing mistakes on a large 
permanent scale; or if our eountiy wants 
its navy to keep on building its ships or 
other means of defense, as were good 
enough in the past, regardless of the fact 
that modem war requires the very latest 
and the most efficient available devices, then 
let us not be astonished if after incom- 
parably more money has beeh spent for in- 
creased armaments, we flnd^ that we are 
loaded with means of defense which have 
become obsolete in the meanttme and are 
merely goqd for the junkfaeap of antiquated 
equipment. 

The foregoing is a brief rlgorn^ of va- 
rious arguments whidi were sifinnitted by 
some members of the board, and Ais is tiie 
first time that this discussion IfiM been re- 
ported in public. Let ns hope tbttt its pub- 
lication may help to dispel sdine of the 
ideas of the public whidt imagines that the 
board contemplates the immedialje ereetiOn 
of a "$5,000,000 laboratory baild|iliv,iihere 
the members of the Naval Oonsulttag Board 
can experiment to their hearts ’ loateni in 
company with long-haired inventon. " 

As Mr. Edison expressed it pioti#iBMpie3y i 
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'^The mon&y should be spent not on build- 
ings^ but on a national jnnkshop/’ where 
means of defense can be tried out first, at 
relativdy small cost so as to learn how to 
get the most md very best for the money, 
and so as to avoid making expensive and 
dangerous blunders on a wholesale scale. 


8CISNT1FIC NOTES AND NEWS 

Tub American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science and the scientiBo societies 
affiliated with it meet at the Ohio State Uni- 
versity, Oolumbufl, Ohio, beginning on Mon- 
day, December 27. The program of the meet- 
ing has been printed in Sc2E^^cs, and details 
in regard to the places of meeting and the 
officers of the different societies that meet 
during convocation week will be found else- 
where in the present issue of the journal. 

Wb have not been able to obtain any pro- 
gram of the Pan-American Scientific Congress 
^ich meets in Washington for two weeks 
beginning on December 27» It is possible that 
after the adjournment of the Columbus meet- 
ing of the American Association, the council 
will call a special meeting at Washington in 
conjunction with the congress. 

The nineteenth International Congress of 
Americanists and the affiliated societies, 
meeting in Washington from December 27 to 
81, has an extensive program on which are 
r^resented moat American anthropologists 
and a number of foreigners. 

Tmb State Geographical Society of New 
Mexico was organized in October with David 
Boss Boyd, Ph.D„ president of the state uni- 
veraity as president, and Governor McDonald, 
Senator Catron, Ex-Qovemor Prince and Pro- 
feasor 0. T. Kirk, as vice-presidents. 

Da. Eaasuus Kittleb, known for his work 
in electro-technics, has been awarded an hon- 
doctorate of engineering by the Darm- 
etadt Technical School. 

3^, Jlihamr Stutzeb, professor of agricul- 
chemistry at Kbnigsberg, will retire 
active service at the close of the present 


Db. Hugo Fisoheb has been appointed act- 
ing head of the chemical and bacteriological 
department of the Kaiser Wilhelm Depart- 
ment for Agriculture in Bromberg. 

Kino Ferdinand, of Bulgaria, has been re- 
moved from the membership in the Entomo- 
logical Society of France, which he has held 
since 1882. His name has also been erased 
from the membership list of the Petrograd 
Entomological Society. In this sociely there 
has been elected in his place, M. Lameere, of 
Brussels, who is now working in the Faria 
Museum of Natural History. 

The Massachusetts Agricultural College at 
Amherst has sent Professor F. A. Waugh to 
lecture to the students in landscape gardening 
at the University of Ulinois. In exchange, the 
Illinois Agricultural College hi\s sent Profes- 
sor R, R. Root to take charge of the classes of 
Professor Waugh at Amherst. 

Db. Charles S. Palmer, formerly professor 
of chemistry in the University of Colorado, 
and later consulting chemical engineer for 
various manfacturing interests in New Eng- 
land, has recently accepted a fellowship in the 
Mellon Institute for Industrial Research of the 
University of Pittsburgh. 

At the last meeting of the Rumford Com- 
mittee of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, the following appropriations were 
made: $200 for the purchase of a comparator 
to be used by Mr. Raymond T. Birge, of Syra- 
cuse University, in his researches in spectro- 
scopy. $400, in addition to a former ai)pro- 
priation, to Professor P. W. Bridgman, of 
Harvard University, in aid of his researches 
upon thermal phenomena under high pressures, 
$300, in addition to a former appropriation, to 
Professor A. L. Clark, of Queens University, 
in aid of his researches on the physical prop- 
erties of vapors in the neighborhood of the 
critical point. $300, in addition to a previous 
appropriation, to Professor Gilbert N. Lewis, 
of the University of California, in aid of bis 
researches on free energy. 

PbofeSsob Benjamin Miller, of Lehigh 
University, and Dr. Joseph T. Singewald, Jr., 
associate in economic geology at the Johns 
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Hopkins University, have returned from a 
seven months’ tour of South and Central 
America, bringing with them a valuable col- 
lection of ores. 

De. Walter Penck, docent for geology at 
Leipzig, has accepted a chair of geology at 
Constantinople. 

Db. Frederick Parker Gay, professor of 
paliiology in the University of California, has 
been chosen by his colleagues in the faculty of 
the University of California as faculty re- 
search lecturer for 1916, and will give this 
annual public address on the results of his own 
research in some special field at the University 
of California on the evening of Charter Day, 
March 23, 1916. His selection was in recog- 
nition of his recent work in developing im- 
proved methods for the treatment of pneu- 
monia, a new method for the treatment of 
typhoid fever by the use of a sensitized vac- 
cine, his researches, in collaboration with Dr. 
Edith J. Olaypole, in the field of immuniza- 
tion against typhoid, and his development in 
association with Dr. J. N. Force of a skin 
test as to immunity against typhoid- 

A SERIES of free public lectures for amateur 
gardeners and those interested in plant growth 
has been established at the University of 
Pennsylvania. The lectures are being given on 
Wednesday evenings by Dr. John M. Mac- 
farlane, professor of botany and director of the 
botanical gardens of tbe university. 

Professor Robert A. Milukan, of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, addressed the Washington 
University chapter of Sigma Xi in St. Louis 
on November 30 on the subject Atomism in 
Modem Physics.” 

A BUST of Alphonse Bertillon has been un- 
veiled in the Paris Bureau of Anthropometry. 

Dil a Alexander Smith for many years 
professor of medicine in the Bellevue Hospital 
Medical College, and in the combined Uni- 
versity and Bellevue Hospital Medical Col- 
lege, died on December 18, in bis sixty-ninth 
year. 

Dr, Alexander T. Ormond, president of 
Grove City Oollcgei, formerly professor of 
philosophy at Princeton Umversity and a dia- 


tinguished writer on philoecqfthieal eubjeotey 
died on December 18, aged ailtSNWVan yaar& 

Lieut.-Col. Charles S. BR6)rwSM;i» hiM of 
the Army Engineer Corps at Hoiudtdu* died 
by suicide on December 10 at the atfe of forty- 
six years. He had served as superintendent of 
public buildings in Washington and as mili- 
tary aid to President Roosevelt. During the 
past year he had been in Honohilu, where he 
was in charge of the engineering work in con- 
nection with the improvement of the harbor 
and the construction of the new breakwater at 
Hilo. 

Dr. Peter Voqel, professor of mathmstics 
in tbe artillery and engineering school at Mu- 
nich, has died at the age of fifty-eight years. 

Dr. Frieorioh Quoos, assistant in the chem- 
ical laboratory of tbe OharlottOnberg Tech- 
nical Institute, has been killed in tbe war. 

Surrogate Coualan has upheld objeotions 
by Mrs. Lida Pope Colburn to tile will of her 
husband, Richard T. Colburn, on the ground 
tlxat the laws of the state of Now Tcurk do not 
permit a testator whose wife is living to be- 
queath more than one half of his estate to 
educational or scientific institutions. JHe died 
on December 9, 1914, and left the hsSk of his 
estate of $297,537 to the Carnsj^ l^Umwch 
Fund [Carnegie Institution of Wvrirington] 
and the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science for original res^areh in 
“physical or psychic demonstrable sekmosB.’’ 
Mr. Colburn gave an annuity of $1,200 to his 
widow, and said be gave her no more ^ in order 
not to tempt her into unsound investments, 
speculations or lures of fortune hunterSi 
latans or parasites. A modest scale of eipsndi- 
ture is my injunction to her.” The two iusti^ 
tutions will divide half the estate and each will 
receive about $76,000. 

At tbe lyinual meeting of the New Ycric 
Academy of Sciences, on Deomnber 20, at tivs 
Hotel Manhattan, throu^ the courtesy d the 
telephone company, theVe was arranged n idtin- 
what extensive program of communication^ With 
the Pacific coast. This included photogEg|te 
of the line and of its construction, ocmvgMh 
tion between cAoers of the California Aeadiiair 
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of Sconce* and offioers of the ^ew York 
Aeadetos^ of Soaenoee, music at San Francisco, 
and other demonstrations, — all audible to all 
partieifMints hj mdiTidual receivera. 

The Fbmt World announces the offering of 
two prises for the best papers embod^ng ori^ 
ginal work in soil physics. The first prise wiU 
be $fiO and the second $26, with the resenra- 
tibn of the right to withhold both prises if no 
worthy papears are submitted or to combine the 
prises for the rewarding of a paper of excep- 
tional merit. The conditions governing the 
award will be similar to those employed in con- 
nection with the prizes for papers on the water 
rdations of plants which were offered in April, 
1916. The contesting contributions should be 
in the hands of the editor of The Plant 
World by December 1, 1016, and the announce- 
ment of the award will be made not later than 
March 1, 1917. 

Tbb annual series of free public lectures 
under the auspices of the Harvard Medical 
Scdiool win be given, as usual, at four o’clock 
on Sunday afternoons at the Harvard Med' 
ioal School. The lectures are : 

January 2. — Dr. E. B. Greenough: "Cancer." 

January 9. — Dr. W. H. Potter: "Military 
Dentistry; Experiences In a Three Months’ Serv- 
iee in the American Ambulance Hospital, Paris." 

January 16. — Dr. E. P. Strong: "Progress In 
Oomhadng Epidemics of Some Infectious Dis- 
eassa" 

January 23. — ^Dr. B. B. Osgood: "Orthopaedic 
ProWema Presented by the European War." 

Jannaiy 80.— Dr, J. A. Honeij: "Leprosy." 

February 6. — Dr. C. M. Smith: "Syphilis." 

February 18. — Dr. F. H. Verhoff: "Some 
Simple Facts Eegarding the Eyes that every one 
Should Know." 

February 20. — W. H. Eobey, Jr.: "The Value 
of Physical Examination to the Individual." 

February 27. — Dr, 0, J. White; "Occupation 
«i a Contributing Factor to Certain Skin Die- 

aiiasc* * ' 

Idikrch 5.— Dr, W, E. Bloor: "The EOle of Fat 
in the Nutrition of Man." 

12.— Dr. F. &. Newell; "The Core of 
f^^seguanoy." <To women only.) 

19.— J. L. Ooodale: ‘^Hay Fever and 

Art*#*." 


March 26* — ^Dr. F, W. White: "Chronic Indi* 
gestion. ’ ’ 

April 2. — Dr. J. B. Torbet: "A Comparison of 
the Methods for the Belief of Pain in Childbirth." 
(To women only.) 

April 9. — Dr. P, G. Stiles: "The Present Con- 
ception of an Adequate Diet. ’ ’ 

April 16. — Dr. G. B. Magrath: "Death by Acci- 
dent; Some of Its Causes and How to Eliminate 
Them. * ’ 

April 28, — ^Dr. H. P, Mosher; "The Manage- 
ment of Foreign Bodies in the Trachea, Bronchi 
and Esophagus." 

April 30. — Dr. C. V. Chapin: "What the Indi- 
vidual Can Do to Protect Himself from Infec- 
tion. ’ ’ 

May 7. — ^Dr. E. I, Lee: "The Importance of 
Physical Examination in Health as Shown by the 
Examination of Harvard Students." 

The exploring excavations in the Mesa 
Verde National Park which the Department of 
the Interior is conducting under the direction 
of Dr. Jesse W. Fewkes, of the Smithsonian 
Institution, are successful to a degree scarcely 
anticipated when the work was begim, accord- 
ing to a statement by Mr. Enos Mills, sent out 
by the Department of the Interior. The new ex- 
cavations are across the canyon from the Cliff 
Palace. This remarkable prehistoric village 
stands beneath the rim of the east side of the 
canyon while the structure now unearthed stands 
upon the rim of the west side. For many years 
visitors to the Mesa Verde National Park have 
noticed a huge mound opposite the Cliff Palace 
with trees growing upon it. It is this mound 
which the Department of the Interior deter- 
mined to explore and under which Dr. Fewkes 
has found the most remarkable prehistoric 
structure north of the Aztec architecture in 
Mexico. It is of cut and polished stone. The 
building has the form of a capital D. The 
straight elevation is 123 feet long and the 
curved part 245 feet. The outer walls are 
double and between them are a series of nar- 
row rooms. As the outer walls are unbroken, 
the entrance to this building must have been 
either subterranean or by the moans of ladders 
through the top. Dr. Fewkes believes the ruin 
was an uncompleted fortress abandoned when 
the cliff dwellers disappeared from the Rocky 
Mountain region. At Moki Spring, a short 
distance from these ruins, there are a number 
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of other tree-grown mounds vexy similar in ap- 
pearance to the one just excavated. Dr. 
Fewkes hopes next year to find what is con- 
cealed beneath. 


UNirSSSiTT AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS 

The contest over the will of the late G^eral 
Brayton Ives, who left the bulk of his estate, 
valued at more than $1,000,000, to Yale Uni- 
versity, has been settled by the filing of an 
order in surrogate's court. The contest was 
begun by Qeneral Iveses three daiaghters. The 
terms of the settlement were not divulged. 

The Duhring Memorial Building was for- 
mally dedicated on December 13 by the trus- 
tees of the University of Pennsylvania, and a 
memorial tablet was unveiled at the entrance 
to the new book stack. This new building is 
a wing to the library, and was erected as a 
memorial to the late Louis A. Duhring, pro- 
fessor of dermatology at the University of 
Pennsylvania, who left a legacy amounting to 
more than a million dollars to the university. 
The dedicatory addresses were made by Pro- 
fessor Morris tTastrow, Jr,, the university li- 
brarian, and Dr. Joseph O. Bosengarten, chair- 
man of the library committee of the board of 
trustees. The building was accepted on be- 
half of the university by Provost Edgar F* 
Smith. 

A NEW building known as the Vivarium will 
soon be completed at the University of Dlinois. 
It has been constructed especially for the work 
of Dr. Ohorles 2feleny and Dr. V. E. Shdford, 
of the department of zoology. The building, 
with furnishings, will cost about $70,000. Sea- 
water aquariums, a refrigerator system, and 
rooms in which light rays may be used to the 
exclusion of all others, are some of the things 
which make up the equipment of the 
Yivariuin. 

Assoouts Pbofessor H. P. Ba&ss has been 
promoted to be profeasor of botany and jdant 
pathology at the Oregon Agricultural College, 
in place of Professor H. S. Jackson, who re- 
cently resigned to accept the position of plant 
pathologist at Purdue Unirereity, 

Dr. Albion Waltob Hbtwmitt, professor of 
medicine at the University of Michigan, has 


accepted a similar appointmeinV bsgliUft^ 
August 1, 1916, in the Medioal^ of 

Stanford University^ This fiOe the 
left by the appointment of Dr. Igniin 
Wilbur as president of the uniyersilyr, 
Assistant Fbovsssor A. L. Lovett has 
* made acting head of the department, of ento- 
mology at the Oregon Agricultural OoUege, in 
place of Professor H. F. Wilson, who resigned 
to accept a position as professor of entomolngy 
at the University of Wisoonam. 

Count Hutten-Czapski, of Posen, has been 
appointed curator of the Warsaw University 
and Technical School, as reestablished under 
German auspices. 

DISCUSSION AND COEBSSPONDSNOS 
THE TEACHING OF ELEMSNTART BTNAUKn 

To THE Editor of Soibkgb: Sixice I teok a 
hand, in Science of March 29, 1915, in the 
controversy between Professors Huntington 
and Hopkins concerning the fundan^tal 
equation of dynamics, there have nppeii^ 
numerous communications on the subje^ 
showing evidence of widespread inters m fl 
As a result of these communications, the qu^ 
tions at issue are now in a more ohaotio ebate 
than they ever were. The time now seems op- 
portune for a review of the positions bdd by 
the several contributors, in the hope that tibiey 
may yet be brought into agreement. 1 offer 
here some brief extracts from letters that 
appeared in ScmNOB in the last six moniltl^ 
with my comments upon Ihem, together wt& 
a condensed restatement of the problem 1 gaW, 
with my solution of it, in my previous art3<^ 
again asking that if any one thinks he has A 
better solution he will present it for oomi- 
parison. 

UnifmnlE Accelerated Motion 

Problem . — A constant force, F pounds, acts 
for T seconds on W pounds of matter, at regt 
at the beginning of the time but free to moPia 
What are the results! Explain how tiie te^ 
suits are derived. 

Ansiasr.^Experimeixts wi^ the Atwood m$^ 
chine and other apparatus show (g) that 
velocity varies dhre^ iw force axid as 
time, and inversely as the quantity of matter; 
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(i) thiit the dutsnoe or space traTsned varies 
ts the foroCr ba tiie square of the time» and 
as the quantity of matter. It equals 
Ittlf the product of the velocity and the time. 
Expressed in algebraic form ; 

Velocity, feet per second, 


Distance, feet, 



8 


1 FT*g 

2 IT’ 


( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 



The value of g in these equations is always 
S2,1740 when W is the quantity of matter in 
pounds, as determined by weighing it on an 
even balance scale, F is in standard pounds of 
force (1 pound of force being the force with 
which a pound of matter is attracted to the 
earth at the standard locality, a place where 
the "acceleration due to gravity” is 32.1740 
feet per second per second), and V is meas* 
ured in feet j^v second, (In the metric sys- 
tem, if F and W ere in grammes and V in 
oentimetera per second, a = 980.665.) 
Transposing (1), 


or if 

From (8), 



FT •-MV, 

Impulse = Momentum. 
T=^28/V; 


(4) 


substituting this value of T in (4) 


whence 
In (4) let 


2 FS/V = UV; 

F8^i Mr*. 


Work done ^ Kinetic energy. 


( 6 ) 


ftceelevation, 


r/T=^A, 

then 


^zssM/F. 


Whmse 

F = MA, 

Fores as Jf tiznas acceleration. 

WiBUmg Bodieg^^At or near 45 deg. latitude 
III the sea level W, then from (1) we have 


V^gT, If T = 1 second 7 = 83,1740 feet 
pear second. At other locations, F=irX 
(ffi/ff)* or Trp/32.1740, where p, is the aooelera-' 
tion due to gravity at the given location. In 
equation (1) Y^FTg/W, taking 
substituting for T its value 25/7, and for S 
the letter H, for height of fall, we obtain 

r*=x2pM) 7=V27ff. (7) 

The expression YVgJg may be called the 
"local weight.” It equals the gravitational 
attraction, measured in standard pounds of 
force, upon W pounds of matter. It is the 
weight that is indicated on a spring balance 
calibrated for the standard locality, ao that it 
will measure standard pounds of matter at 
45^ at the sea level and standard pounds of 
force at any locality whatever. 

Professor Hoskins, April 23: 

. . . introduce at the outset the body-constant 
which was called by Newton mass or gucntity of 
matter ... the acceleration of a body depends 
quantitatively upon both the applied force aud 
the mass of the body . . . and the still more con> 
cise form A^Ffm results if units are so chosen 
that unit force acting upon unit mass causes unit 
acceleration. 

There is no objection to these statements if 
it is clearly understood what is meant by the 
tenns unit force aud tmit moss, but Professor 
Hoskins might have gone further and shown 
that this form of equation results if jP is in 
dynes and w in grams or if JP is in poundals 
and m in pounds, or if P is in pounds and m 
in slugs, but that is not true if F and »v are 
both in jwunds. It is true, however, if it is 
understood that F is standard pounds of force 
and that m is merely a symbol for the ratio W 
pounds of matter divided by 33.1740. 

Standard weight defined as the force required to 
give the body the acceleration 82.1740 ft. per sec. 
It is important to make clear the fact that the 
quantity called standard weight Is in reality the 
moasare ol a body constant and is quite inde- 
pendent of gravity in spite of the fact that it is 
given a name which is almost always associatod 
with gravity. 

Profeseor HoskinB and I are here in exact 
agreement, but I am not sure that he ia aware 
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oi it. I hold that the standard weight of a 
body ifl the number of pounds of force re- 
<|uired to g^ive the body the acceleration 82.1740 
ft per second, whether that is the earth’s 
gravitational attraction on the body at the 
standard locality or whether it is the force re- 
quired to slide it along a frictionless plane 
with the same acceleration. It is also the 
measure of a ‘'body-constant,” vis., the con- 
stant quantity of matter in the body, os deter- 
mined by weighing it on an even balance 
scale, which is quite independent of the value 
of the force of gravitation at the place where 
the weighing is done. The quantity of matter 
might also be determined by multiplying its 
volume by its specific gravity, or, if its specific 
heat were known, by finding how many de- 
grees it would heat a given volume of water. 
For example, a piece of iron in cooling 100 
deg. F. heats a cubic foot of water 1 deg., 
what is its weight, the specific heat of the iron 
being 0,111, and 62.86 British thermal units 
being required to heat a cubic foot of water 
one degree? Answer, 62.36 -f- (100 X 0.111) = 
6.62 lbs. 

In other words, weight, or standard weight, 
is both a quantity of matter and a force. 
While matter and force are two entirely differ- 
ent things; force being a push or a pull and 
matter something that may be pushed or 
pulled, the quantity of matter in a body may 
be determined by finding how much force is 
required to lift it. Both the quantity of the 
matter and the amount of force are called the 
weight of the body. They are different things, 
but numerically they are the same. The 
weight of a 1 lb. weight (piece of metal) is one 
pound, that is there is a pound of matter in it, 
and the force required to lift it is also called 
its weight and is a poimd, of force (not a 
I)Ound-weigbt, with or without the hyphen, for 
that is a term that is properly applied to a 
piece of metal used for weighing other bodies). 

This double definition of the word weight is 
sanctioned by a thousand years of usage. It 
is universal in literature and in commerce. 
In the vain attempt to get rid of it the text- 
book writers have substituted the word " mass ” 
for weight, meaning quantity of matter, and 


tried to confine Ihe word weight to men the 
amount of gravitational force acting on a 
body; but the great public will not have it iO; 
they will continue to call both the force and 
the quantity of matter by the good old word 
weight. Then the text-book writers thought 
it would be a good thing to hybridise the 
O.6.S. system with the English system of 
weights and measures, and say unit force is 
that force which gives unit mass unit aoodera- 
tion, and they invented the poundal to achieve 
this result ; then, that device leading to trouble 
and confusion, they invented the gee-ponnd or 
slug and so increased the trouble. 

In fact it (a eupportod body) baa an accelara^ 
tion even though at rest relatively to the earth 

I do not understand Professor Hoskins here. 
If acceleration means change of valooity 
divided by time, and rest connotes no change 
of velocity and no velocity, how can a body et 
rest on the earth’s surface have an acceleration 
relatively to the earth, that is radially toward 
the earth’s center, or relatively to a fixed point 
in apace, if there is no change in the speed of 
rotation of the earth? 

Professor Hoskins, May 7 : 

Mr. Kent^s equation V=:KFT/W is entlrtif 
satisfactory and sufficient so long as our study is 
confined to the cause In which a force whose di- 
rection and magnitude remain constant acts upon a 
body otherwise free and initially at rest This is, 
however, a very exceptional case. The funda- 
mental principle in Its generality can be expressed 
only by introdu(fing the notion of instantaneous 
rate change of velocity, i c., acceleration. 

I am glad that Professor Hoskins admits 
the sufficiency of the equation for the partic- 
ular case to which I applied it, that of the body 
initially at rest acted on by a force constant 
in magnitude and direction. I call this equa- 
tion fundamental because it is derived from 
experiment witii the Atwood machine or o&er 
apparatus, and because it is a foundation upon 
which other equations may be built. How let 
us build on it to arrive at the general oase^ Iqt 
removing the restrictions of the original prob- 
lem. Take unit force as the foroe which act- 
ing for one second gives a pound of matter a 
velocity of 82.1740 feet par Seoend, then the 
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6 ^pftti 0 a becomes V = 32.1740 FT/W. Re- 
more the restriction that the body starts from 
reet, and let it have at a given instant a veloc- 
ity V, and at the end of the time T a velocity 
F,. Let F = F, — F„ then the equation ap- 
pUes equally well to this case, if we define F 
as the inerease of velocity during T seconds. 

Now remove the restrictions that the body 
is not retarded by friction and that the force 
is constant. The velocity then will not vary 
directly as the time, but in some other way, 
which can be expressed graphically by plotting 
velocities or distances against time. The 
problem is now not one of uniformly accele- 
rated motion and it belongs to another chapter 
of the discussion, but we can still use the same 
formula if we diiferontiate it, assuming that 
for a differential of the time the force and the 
quantity of matter are constant. We then have 
dv ^ 32.1740 F/W dt or dv/dt = 32.1740 F/W. 
This is a formula for the general case, but it 
is not fundamental; it is derived from the 
fundamental equation V = FTg/W after 
dividing both sides of the equation by T. The 
notion of instantaneous rate of change of 
velocity, i. e., acceleration, is not introduced 
until we give the name acceleration to the 
quantity dv/dt (or V/T if the acceleration is 
constant), and the term mass does not appear 
until we give the name mass to the quotient 
W/g and thus derive A:=F/M, or F = MA, 
a most useful equation when we define M as 
W/g, but it is derived and not fundamental. 

Professor Fulcher, April 80: 

Gravitational force overcome — weight raised. 

Hlaatio force overcome — spring stretched. 

Frictional force overcome — sled dragged. 

A pound weight (lb. wt.) is the force required 
to lift 8.56 cu. in. of iron. 

I approve of Professor Fulcher’s method of 
progressing from matters of every-day experi- 
ence, and it is the method 1 use, as shown in 
my article in Scubnok, December 24, 1909. I 
sum glad to see that he uses the words weight 
raised*’ instead of **mass raised,” for the 
words are in harmony with the young student’s 
understanding of the word weight. I should 
pri^fer, however, to say elastic r^istanoe and 
frictional resistance, instead of elastic force 


and frictional force. The use of "pound 
weight (lb. wt.) ” instead of the term “ pound 
force” I consider objectionable. The word 
weight is now used correctly and generally in 
common language with two meanings, (1) 
quantity of matter (determined by weighing 
it on an even balance or by multiplying its 
volume by its specific gravity), and (2) the 
force with which the earth’s gravity attracts 
that matter ; while the words " pound weight ” 
have a specific meaning, viz., a piece of metal 
marked 1 lb., used in weighing. Neither 
"weight” nor “pound weight” are properly 
applied to the horizontal force required to drag 
a sled or to a vertical force of 1 lb., as meas- 
ured on a spring balance, exerted (vainly) to 
lift a 2 lb. weight. 

Before we can determine the effect of a constant 
unbalanced force in changing the motion of a 
body, we must study some simple types of mo- 
tion; (3) uniform; (2) constantly changing 
speed; (3) parabolic motion; (4) uniform cir- 
cular motion; (5) motion due to a constant gravi- 
tational force. 

I would teach (1) very briesfly and postpone 
(2), (3) and (4) until after (6) had been 
studied experimentally with Atwood's ma- 
chine, and until after the problem of a heavy 
boat in still water, pulled with a very small 
force, say 1 lb, on a 1,000-lb. boat for 4 seconds 
(frictional resistance' neglected) had been 
studied, deriving the general equation of con- 
stant acceleration (2) from the experimental 
data. 

OravitaiioTuil Umta, — would drop this term 
and substitute two others, (1) English units: 
pound, foot, second, (2) metric units, kilo- 
gram (or gram) meter (or centimeter), second. 
These xinits are absolute if T7 is defined as 
qxmntity of matter obtained by weighing on 
an even balance scale and g is 82.1740 ft per 
geo, = 980.666 cm. per sec. 

Absolute Units.^l would drop this term, 
also the poundal, and substitute C.Q.Su 
(oentimeter-gram-second) . 

Alexander McAdie, April 80 : 

Now what is the difficulty with the O.Q.S. sys- 
tsmt 
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Th 0 difficull^ pedagogically is the defisitiim 
of the dyno, the force that gives a gram of 
matter an acceleration of 1 centimeter per 
second per second, and the fact that it has to 
be translated into its equivalent in ordinary 
language, a force of 1/980.666 gram, before a 
clear concept of it can be obtained. If it had * 
been defined as the force which gravity exerts 
on a gram of matter at 45 deg. latitude at the 
sea-level, it would have been better. Frao- 
tically the difiiculty is that 0.O«S. units de* 
rived from the dyne are generally so small that 
they usually have to be multiplied by a million 
or more to make them usable, or to express 
them in such terms as " the joule is 10^ ergs/' 
and the ohm is equal to 1,000,000,000 or 10^ 
units of resistance of the O.G.S* system/’ 

It ia not so difficult for one to break away from 
the old anits as may be imagined. A year’s con- 
stant use of the 0.0.6. units mokes one feel like 
saying when reading of inch measurements **lnch, 
inohf Where have we met that term before f” 

Of course it is not difficult for one who is 
engaged constantly in the use of the 0»G«S* 
system, and who dtiring that year has had no 
occasion to use the old imits, to break away 
from them, but it is not only difficult but im- 
possible, for a hundred million people who are 
constantly using the old xmits to break away 
from them. 

T. L. Porter and E. 0. Gowdy, June 4: 

We think Professor Kent has done wdl to re- 
tain force and quantity of matter as equally 
fundamental. 

Thanks 1 I am glad of their company so far, 
but^ I can not foUow them in adopting the 

gravital ” as a unit of acceleration. I in- 
vented that term myself years ago, as a dis- 
tance of 32.2 feet, only for the purpose of using 
it as a “horrible example.” I fear now that 
some one dse will adopt my “timal,” 1/82.2 
of a second* Still lees can I accept their mioro- 
speedal or their six Greek letter constants. 
Perhaps my sense of humor is lacldng, in fail- 
ing to recognise that their article is a joke and 
a satire, but it reads as if they seriously mean 
all they say. Bere are some brief quotstions 
from their article. 


Xjet H^:=: matter in pounds, 
fores in pounds. 

Mass shall be an exact equivalent for quantity 
of matter. 

Weight means the gravitational force upon a mass. 

The measure of a force may be defined by the 
equation Fssma. 

There are 32.2 of the units of force defined by 
I?* zs mo ia a pound weight. 

What is the unit of m if not the slugf 

We frankly talk about a unit of force called the 
poundsl. 

If I undeirstand this rightly Messrs. Porter 
and Gowdy measure matterr in both x>ounds and 
in slugs, and force in both pounds and in 
potmdals, and to my mind this only increases 
the existing confusion, 

I have just looked over the solution of my 
problem and I find that it contains twelve 
technical terms, including one constant, via., 
force, pounds, matter, seconds, velocity, dis- 
tance, acceleration, impulse, momentum, 
energy, work; p =5 82.1740. 

Messrs. Porter and Gowdy’s article contains 
the same twelve, and also fourteen additional 
ones, viz., mioTo-speedals, gravitals, mass, 
weight, poundals, slugs, pounds-weight, unit 
and six Greek letter constants. The object of 
my work has been to eliminate as many use- 
less terms as possible, with the view of malrinfe 
the subject of dynamics easier. Their object 
seems to be. to use as many terms as possible. 
1 wish they would give zny problem to a class 
of their students, and ask them to take it honse 
and bring in written solutions in the method 
in whi^h they have been taught. The prob- 
lem for this purpose might have added to it 
one to be solved arithmetically, subh as a 
1,000-lb. boat is pulled with a force of 1 Ib^ for 
4 seconds. Assuming that frictional resistance 
may be neglected, find the distance, velocity, 
aoeeleration, etc. 

Paul F. Gaehr, June 26 : 

I say that we may take as our unit of force 
tkat force which gives to unit mwm a unit aeeelera- 
tiou. Let us fetch that backward bsl^, the 
poundal, into the room for an inspection at least 
long enough to learn that the weight of a pound 
is 32 poundah. 

Yes, wo may inspect that backtmd babjr a 
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whilef but the etudents will forget it, just ob 
the students do who are told that we may take 
m our unit of mass that mass to whioh unit 
force (1 pound) gives unit acceleration, and 
are asked to inspect that more modern baby 
the slug, alias gee-pound, which will also be 
forgotten. 

Why not teach that the unit of force is that 
force (1 pound) which gives to unit quantity 
(1 pound) of matter (call it weight or mass 
as you will) an acceleration of 82.1740 feet 
per second, or the force with which a pound of 
matter is attracted to the earth at a standard 
locality ? That baby was pretty old before the 
poundal and the slug were born, and now as 
a strong man is about to attend their funeraL 

Professor Huntington, July 30; 

(P. 158) Professor Hoskins’s method presup- 
poses aa a matter of common knowledge the dil&- 
cult concept of mass or inertia, while my method 
poatpones the introduction of this concept until 
the student is in a position to define it in terms 
of the simple concepts of force and acceleration. 

(P. 169) Mass as a factor in the determination 
of motion means the constant ratio of force to 
acceleration, and whatever the words quantity of 
matter convey to a beginner’s mind they certainly 
can not convey this desired idea of mass and in- 
ertia until after the ideas of force and accelera- 
tion and the idea of constancy of their ratio for 
a given body has been accepted. 

If FT = MV, then FT/V^F/A; F^ 
My/T=M A ; T=^MV/F-^ Momentuin/^orce ; 
F = jFP/if — Impulse/Maas. Mass no more 
means the ratio of force to acceleration than 
force means the time-rate of the increase of 
momentum, or that time means the ratio of 
momentum to force, or that velocity means the 
ratio of impulse to mass. These equations are 
merely al^braic statements of nxunorical 
equality. Not one of them is a definition. 
Moreover, they are not true, if mass and force 
are both measured in pounds or in kilograms. 
They aw true in the C.G.S. system, in which 
force is measured in dynes and mass in 
grants, and also in the hybrid systems in 
whioh force is in poundala and mass in 
poti&4sf or force in pounds and mass in slugs* 
They are also true if it is understood that M 
is just a aymbol fox IT -J- 82.1740, W being 


weight, the word weight being defined as both 
the force whioh gravity exerts on a body where 
p =5 82.1740 and the quantity of matter in 
pounds as determined by weighing it on an 
even balance scale. 

There is no difficulty whatever in the begin* 
ner’s mind in the ** concept^’ of weight with 
this double definition; his difficulty begins 
when he is told by the text-books and the 
teachers that weight is a variable quantity 
changing with locality, and that mass accord- 
ing to some writers means quantity of matter 
in slugs, by others it means ratio of force to 
acceleration, by others that it means the con- 
stant ratio of a variable weight (force of 
gravity) on a body to a variable value of p, 
and by still others that it is the same thing as 
inertia. 

(P. 164) The awkward attempt to make mass 
the fuudameutal unit and force the derived unit 
has been practically abandoned in the accepted 
terminology of pure science. Why should it not 
be abandooed in elementary teaching f 

Certainly it should be abandoned, and so 
also should bo abandoned the equally awkward 
attempt to make mass a derived unit, the ratio 
of force to acceleration. As Professor Hoskins 
says in his footnote (page 610, April 23) ; 

Professor Huntington ’s statement that the mass 
concept is a *Merived concept both historically 
and practically” is hardly true in any sense in 
which it is not also true of force. At all events, 
mass in the sense of quantity of matter has been 
treated as fundamental by many high authorities 
from Newton down. 

Everybody (writers of text-books on me- 
chanics and some teachers not excepted until 
they get into ‘‘pure science” and become 
metaphysical) knows that neither force nor 
quantity of matter are derived concepts; both 
are elementary and fundamental concepts. As 
I said six years ago in my article on ‘‘The 
Teaching of Elementary Dynamics in the 
High School”:^ 

Matter . — A stone is suspended by an elastic cord 
from a nail driven into a projecting shelf. The 
stone is a piece of matter, . , . Quantity of mat- 
ter determiaed by weighing on an even balance 
scale. The weight of the stone is W pounds. 

i SciKNCB, Bsc. 24, 3909. 
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Force , — The cord is stretched when the stone is 
hung on it. Measure the stretch per foot of length. 
• . . Bat the cord may be stretched by pulling it 
between the two hands horizontally. . . . The 
pull of the earth upon the stone . . . the pull of 
the hands, . . . each is called by the name force, F, 

Bpoce, Time , — liot the cord be suddenly de- 
tached from the stone. The stone falls to the 
ground. It traverses a certain distance^ 8 feet, 
in a certain time, T seconds. 

Here are four elementary, fundamental and 
independent concepts. Neither one of them is 
derived from any function or ratio of the other 
three. 

(P. 161) In regard to the equation V ^FTg/W, 
which has been proposed by Mr. Kent, my feeling 
agrees with that expressed by Professor Hoskins, 
namely that no equation which covers only the 
special case of a body starting from rest . . . 
(can be considered as) a fundamental equation In 
mechanics. Mr. Kent’s paper, however, is not 
without interest on the pedagogical side. 

Not without interest I I have been told by 
those who have used my method that it is ped- 
agogioidly admirable. The editor of Soienoe 
has sent me a letter from an engineer in Oali- 
iomia enclosing 15 cents for a copy of Science 
containing my article, to be sent to his son in 
coHege, saying that in 26 years' experience it 
was the best presentation of the subject he had 
seen. I prraentod it on the blackboard at the 
Princeton meeting of the Society for the Pro- 
motion of Engineering Education, June, 1914, 
where I challenged the professors present that 
if they did not like my method they write out 
a better one. Thus far no one has accepted 
my challenge. The problem is not one of me- 
chanics; it is one of a method of teaching; it 
is one of pedagogy and the English language, 
how to find a form of words to be put into a 
text-book to explain the fundamental prin^ 
ciples of dynamics in a way that will appeal 
to the young student and get these principles 
into his head in the easiest way possible. 
After over a year of ‘^watchful waiting” I 
have put a condensed summary of the method 
as given in my article in SoiBNOx of March 19, 
1915, into the chapter on Mechanics in the 
ninth edition of my Mechanical Engineers' 
Pocket-book,” which will be off the press about 


December 10. The young engineers who use 
the book will there find an antidote to what 
they have been taught in the past about 
poundals, slugs, gee-pounds, engineer's unit 
of mass, derived concepts,” force is the 
time-rate of the increase of momentum,” 
‘'mass is the ratio of force to acceleration/^ 
“ the unit of mass is 82.2 xKmnds, the ^ulit of 
force is 1/82.2 of a pound,” and the like. I 
even have hopes that the Committee on Teach- 
ing of Mechanics, of the Society for the Pro- 
motion of Engineering Education, of which 
committee I am a disturbing member, disturb- 
ing the slumbers of the committee about once 
a year, will in two or three years more get over 
its negative acceleration or minus inertia and 
adopt my method in its final report. 

Professor Hoskins, August 27 : 

That ^'tbe result of weighing a body on a bal- 
ance scale” is a proper measure of ” amount of 
material ’ ’ certainly requires explanation to the 
beginner. 

Not to a boy who understands the English 
language and has ever seen a grocer's scale 
used to weigh sugar. 

I see no reason why the unit which has bees 
called the slug should be regarded with ridicule or 
even semi-ridicule. The convenience of the slug U 
due to two facts (1) that the pound force is cus- 
tomarily employed in a great deal of praetieal 
work, and (2) that the dynamical formulas almost 
univereahy employed are based on a relation of 
units such that unit force acting on unit mass 
causes unit acceleration. 

The dynamical formulas universally used 
by engineers are based on no such relation. 
They are (1) FT^^MV, (2) F8^1M7\ 
(3) 7 = (FT/TT) X 9, and in each case where 
Jlf is used it means simply W/g, 

In order to make the equation FT^UF, 
in anything but the O.O.S. system, harmonixe 
with the statement that “ unit force acting On 
unit mass causes unit acceleration,” we must 
do violence to the English language and cus- 
tom and use an artificial ei^>edient not sanc- 
tioned in literature outside of the text-books^ 
or in commerce, or in engineering practise. 

Thus we may say 

Pxr=MXF; 
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poniidalt X Mcondfl = pounds X feet per lecond ; 

I x>oundAl= pound force; 

poiuide X eecoiide~ slugs X feet per second; 1 

■lug ^ 82.2 pounds ; 

pounds X ttmals = pounds X f oet per second ; 1 

tiinal=£ 1/32.2 second; 

pounds X 0 econda = pounds X gravitals per sec- 
ond; 1 gravitol =r=32.2 feet. 

The timal and gravital ore just as ridiculous 
or semi-ridicuIouB as the pouzidal or slug, and 
no more so. Keitber one of them has any rea* 
son for existence except the pleasing allitera- 
tion, copied from the C.G.S. system, “unit 
force acting on unit mass causes unit accelera- 
tion,” I sec no ireason why we should use this 
principle when it leads to no useful result, but 
does lead to tlie worse than useless ones of 
wasting the time of the student and confusing 
his mind. If it is such a good thing, why has 
it not yet been grafted on the metric system ? 
Why do we not have kilogrammal as a unit 
of force and kiloelug as a unit of quantity of 
matter? 

Is there any reason why in the English sys- 
tem we shoidd not adhere to the good old prin- 
ciple, Unit force (pound) acting on unit mass 
(1 pound) gives it an acceleration of 82.1740 
feet per second? 

Professors Franklin and MacNutt, Septem- 
ber 24: 

Let us retain as the fundamental meaning cf 
the word mass the result of weighing on a bal- 
RBOe scale. . . . Use a balance on a batch of sugar 
and you get always and everywhere the same nu- 
merical result, . . . We respect the experience of 
two thousand years in that we base our definition 
of mass on the use of the balance. 

I liave no objection to the physicists' using 
the word mass in this sense, but they should 
not try to prevent their students from using 
the word weight in the same sense; and I do 
object to their idling their students that the 
unit of force is a poundal, when all the rest of 
the world says it is a pound. 

Professor Wilson, October 16 : 

To obtain valuable training in kinetics a knowl- 
edge of the differential and integral calculus, in- 
dtding the simpler differential equations, is neees- 
pary .... We therefore have the fundamental 
sqttatlon of kineiios In the form d/dt (m) =pA 


The caloiilus is not at all necessary when we 
are dealing with uniformly accelerated motion, 
and valuable training in kinetios was obtained 
in the study of the early editions of Weisbach, 
in which calculus was not used. In fact when 
the problem involves acceleration not con- 
stant, but varying according to some assumed 
law a graphical or arithmetical solution of it 
will be more useful training than its solution 
by the calculus. Let Professor Wilson give to 
his students the boat problem with frictional 
resistance added and find what results they get 
by applying hie differential formula to it. 
The problem is : A boat with its load, the total 
weighing 1,000 pounds, is towed in still water 
with a constant force of 1 pound. The fric- 
tional resistance is 0.2v2 pounds, v being 
speed in ft. per sec., and the force available for 
acceleration is (1 — v“) pounds. What speed 
will the boat have at the end of 1, 2, 3 and 4 
minutes; how far will it travel each minute 
and how long time will it take to bring it to a 
speed of 0.999 of the theoretical maximum at 
which tlio acceleration is zero? 

It is of course true that weight is not a definite 
constant thing from place to place. 

It is a constant thing if weight is defined, 
as is customary in commerce, as tiie quantity 
of matter in xwunds determined by weighing 
it on an even balance. 

. . . proceed to Newton's law that the rate of 
change of moment rnn is equal to the force. Here 
however we have an equation that is no longer 
homogeneous either in the mass or in the force. 

This is a new kind of language to me. I 
confess my ignorance of the meaning of the 
phrase “ homogeneous either in the mass or in 
the force.” Whatever it may mean it surely 
has no place on “ elementary ” mechanioB. 

The equation 7na = /, or any equation involving 
BCceJerationg leads to the ridiculously needless con- 
cepts of transverse and longitudinal (and an infin- 
ity of oblique) masaea 

Here again Profeesor Wilson is too deep for 
me. I have used the equation ma = / for 
forty years (understanding that m means the 
quotient w/g) and never have been led to Imy 
such concepts. I thank Profeesor Wilson for 
the exinresaion “ ridiculously needless con- 
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cepts/’ It fits exactly the poundals, slugs, gee- 
potmds, engineers’ unit of mass, graTitab, 
micro-speedals, kinetic unit, scientific unit, 
absolute and gravitational systems, “ concepts 
of mass,” force is the space rate at which 
work in foot pounds is done, it is also the time 
rate at which momentum is produced or de- * 
stroyed” (Perry’s "Calculus”) and all such 
pedagogical rubbish. 

Our first object is to get tbe student into a posi- 
tion where he can solve such simple problems as 
he sees in actual work about him, and a certain 
amount of ignorance which would be very lament* 
ablo on the part of myself and your other contrib- 
utors, is highly praiseworthy in the student. 

Good! Now will Professor Wilson examine 
the simple problem I have given and my 
method of solving it and get one of his in* 
structors to experiment on the method with 
some frerfimen students and report the result? 

« Try it on the dog.” Test it not only by the 
canons of logic and of common sense, but also 
by experience. 

Any student knows what a weight of four 
pounds is. 

Of course he does, until he begins the study 
of physics; then he may be in some doubt 
about it. He knows that it is a piece of metal 
with "4 lb.” stamped on it, but when he is 
told that that is not a weight, but mass, and 
that a weight of four pounds means a force of 
fo\ir pounds, also that a mass is " the constant 
ratio of force to acceleration,” and that "he 
can not acquire the desired ideas of mass and 
inertia until after the ideas of force and 
acceleration have been accepted,” it is no 
wonder that he becomes confused, and replies 
to the simple question, "What is force?” 

" The time-rate of the change of momentum,*^ 
quoting from the text-book, without knowing 
what the words mean. 

Wm. Kent 

A HNKkCONlO COUPLET FOfi GEOLOOIO PEBIOUS 

Several years of experience in teaching 
geology led me, some time since, to the lUven* 
tion or discovery of the following scheme for 
helping students to remember the ordm* xA 
geologic periods 


The form offered here is adapted to the plan 
presented in Chamberlin and SalisbnTy*s " Col» 
lege Geology,” which is widdy usei It may 
be modified without serious difficulty to suit 
other time divisions. 

Neglecting the Pre-Cambrian, somewhat as 
common histories do pre-historio time, and also 
the recent epoch, we take the periods of the 
Paleosoic era, Cambrian, Ordovician, Silurian, 
Devonian, Mississippian, Pennsylvanian and 
Permian; of the Mesozoic, Triasaic, Jurassic, 
Comanche and Cretaceous; and of the Ceno- 
zoic. Eocene (Oligocene), Miocene, Pliocene 
and Pleistocene. 

Taking the first syllable of each period, and 
adding the termination ice to the Permian to 
commemorate the glacial epoch of that time, 
and also to rhyme with " Pleis,” which also re- 
minds one of the better known epoch of the 
same sort, we have the following jingle: 

Oam.Or.SilJDe, 

Miss.Pens .Penn-ics, 

Tri.Ju.Co.Cre. 

Some of the divisions here counted periods 
may be more fittingly called epochs, but that 
makes no difference with the order. 

J. E. Toro 

Umivxrsitt 07 Kansas 

VARIATION IN QENOTaEaA HRWETTI 

Db, Q. H. Shdll^ recently published a paper 
on " A Peculiar Negative Correlation in 
(Enothera Hybrids,” in which he showed that 
in certain cultures dull dark red stems were 
associated with entirely green buds, and gave 
other evidence indicating that the appearance 
of anihooyan in one part of the plant by no 
means involve its appearance in other parts. 

I have this year a series of plants of CSno- 
ihera hewetH^ descended from the origihal 
plant brought from the Eito de los Frijolea, 
New Mexico, in 1912. This is a relative of (E^ 
hooJeeri, and quite diatinot from the species 
used by Dr. Shull. Nevertbeleta, it rariee in 
pigmentation idong practically the same Hnea* 

1 Joaraol of OmoHeot IV., 1914, y, St, 
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Tbitteea plants examined fall into three 
groups, as fdlows: 

(a) Stems and midribs of leaves dark crimson ; 
buds entirely green. Three. 

(b) Liglit green sterns^ slightly speckled or 
crashed with reddish; midribs light green; 
calyces broadly striped with red, as de 
Vries* figures for 0?. kooheri. Six. 

(e) Bed steins and mid-ribs, and red-striped 
buds. Four. 

Thus there is rather absence of correlation 
than negative correlation, except that no green- 
stemmed plants with green buds were found. 

Mr. H, H. Bartlett, who grew (E, hewetti 
from my seed in 1914, found the plants di- 
verse, and mostly self -sterile, which led him 
to suggest (in litt.) that the form might be of 
hybrid origin. My plants seem quite uniform 
except in color, as described above, and in the 
site of the flowers, which seems to vary largely 
according to the condition of the plant, or on 
the same plant according to position.* No 
other (Enoth&ra was observed in the original 
locality of hewetii, and the only species grow- 
ing in the vicinity at Boulder (until last sum- 
mer, when I had a single small plant of CE, 
rubricniyx) is (E. cocker elli Bartl., one of the 
small-flowered group. It seems probable that 
®, hewetti is a pure species, which varies or 
mutates in the same manner as other mem- 
bers of the genus. 

I have this year a very fine plant of (E. 
ruhricaif/x, which is even redder than Gates’s 
original figure,* having the buds, including 
the hypanthium, entirely dark red, excepting 
the green sepal tips. The stems are dark red, 
more or less streaked with green, but the mid- 
ribs are green, only faintly speckled with red. 
Thus this intensely pigmented plant has the 
midribs much less pigmented than in the red- 
stemmed form of hewetti, although the buds 
are very much more intensely pigmented than 
In ihe latter. T, D. A. Oookebkll 

tlinvimsxTT or colobapo, 

July Ut 1915 

aM0mpponweise ArtbiMung, * ' pi. VIZI. 

refers to the grown plants. Some diver- 
In the rosette leaves was noted. 

Abitimmunga^u, Vererhungs- 

B4. 4, pi. 6, f. 8. 


QV0T4TI0N6 

TUB CONVOCATIOK-WEEX MEBTtNQS OF SOIBHTIFIO 
BOOIBTntB 

The scientific men of the country will hold 
their annual meetings this year at widely sep- 
arated places and with some conflict. The 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science is responsiblo fox the arrangement of 
the convocation-week meetings, having four- 
teen years ago transfefrred its own meeting 
from mid-flummer to the Christmas holidays. 
At the same time it obtained from many uni- 
versities and colleges an extension of the 
Christmas holidays or grants for leave of ab- 
sence, 60 that the week in which New Year’s 
day falls should be free for these meetings. 
The American Association arranges also for 
the meetings of affiliated scientific societies 
which may wish to meet in conjunction with 
it. It is not expected that all these societies 
will meet every year with the association, for 
there are obvious advantages in the isolation 
of a single society or a small group concerned 
with related subjects, as well as in a large con- 
gress covering all the sciences and numbering 
its attendance by the thousands. 

In order to meet the complicated conditions 
as well as may be, the American Association 
has planned a program, according to which 
once in four years there shall be a great con- 
vocation-week meeting representing all the 
natural and exact sciences, and perhaps, lolti- 
mately, also engineering, education, econom- 
ics, history, philology, literature and art. Such 
a demonstration of the intellectual forces of 
the country should be a stimulus to tliose who 
join in it and an exhibition that would impress 
the whole country. It is proposed to hold 
tliese meetings once in four years and in suc- 
cession in New York, Chicago and Washing- 
ton. The first will take plac^ in New York at 
the end of the year 1916, and thereafter they 
will he held in the four-year periods at which 
the national presidential elections occur. In 
the intervening two-year periods the meetings 
will also be in large scientific centers, and it is 
expected that most of the national scientific 
societies will take port. The first of these 
meetings was held in Hiiladdphia, and the 
next will probably be held in Boston at the 
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end of the year 1916. In the mterTening yeam 
the Aznenean AfiBociation will meet at places 
more remote from the lar^ centers of scien- 
tific population, or in cities or at uxii^eersities 
where the accommodations are more limited. 
The first of these meetings was in Atlanta at 
the end of the year 1913, and the meeting this 
year is at the Ohio State Uniyeraity, Colum- 
bns. In 1917, it will probably be in Toronto, 
Nashville or Pittsburgh. 

At these meetings the attendance of scien- 
tific men is in the neighborhood of a thou- 
sand ; at the larger meetings it may be two or 
three thousand, and at the four-year periods, 
from five to ten thousand. The vast extent of 
the country makes it dilBcuIt for the scientifio 
men of the west to visit the east, and con- 
versely, during the Christmas holidays, and 
summer meetings may be held in the west 
once in four years, the first having been hdd 
this summer in connection with the Panama- 
Pacific Exhibition, and on the occasion of the 
organization of a Pacific Division of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Although the meeting of the American 
Association opening at Columbus, on Decem- 
ber 27, is not one of the larger convocation- 
week meetings, it promises to be of more than 
usual interest to those who are able to be pres- 
ent, as was the case with the meeting held at 
the Ohio State University some fifteen years 
ago. The address of the retiring president, 
Dr. Charles W. Eliot, who, called from a chair 
of chemistry to the presidency of Harvard 
University, has become by common consent 
OUT leader in education, is on The Fruits, 
Prospects and Lessons of Becent Biological 
Science.” An introductory address will be 
made by the incoming president, Dr. W. W. 
OampbeQ, the distinguished director of the 
Lick Observatory. Among the vice-presi- 
dential addresses before the eleven sections of 
the association may be noted important sub- 
jecsts, treated by Professor White, of Vasaar 
College, in mathematics; Professor Zdeny, of 
Yale University, in pbysioB; Professor Lillie^ 
of the University of Chicago, in zoology; Pro- 
fessor Pearce, of the University of Penniiyl- 
vania, in patholdgy; Professor Hanus, of Har- 


vard University, in education, and Dr. BaOiEf, 
formerly director of the Cornell Agrioultimd 
College, in agriculture. 

Eighteen national societies, including Hie 
American Society of Naturalists, and the aooi- 
etiea devoted to mathematics, physics, zoology, 
entomology and botany meet at Oolumbua in 
affiliation with the American Association. 
The chemists do not hold a winter meeting 
this year. The psychologists and pharmacolo- 
gists meet in Boston; the anatomists in New 
Haven; the psychologists in Chicago; the 
philosophers in Philadelphia; the geologists, 
paleontologists, geographers, anthropologists, 
sociologists and economists in Washington. 

The serious conflict of the year is with the 
Second Pan-Amorioan Scientific Congress 
meeting in Washington from December 27 to 
January 6. It was originally planned that 
this congress should meet in the autumn, 
but the date was changed and the preUminary 
arrangements were made without consulta- 
tion with American scientific men. The offi- 
cers of the congress, selected presumably by 
the department of state, are Hr. Phillips, the 
third assistant secretary of state, chairman of 
the executive committee; Mr. Scott, secretary 
of the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace, vice-chairman ; Mr. John Barrett^ 
secretary-general; and Mr. Glen L. Swiggett, 
assistant secratary-general. The department 
of state is probably as ignorant of the scien- 
tific conditions of the country as the navy 
department, whose secretary when asked why 
he had ignored the National Academy, by law 
the scientific adviser of the government, and 
the American Association, the great dano- 
oratio body of scientific man, in selecting the 
societies to elect members of ike Naval Ad- 
visoiy Board, appeared never to have heard of 
either association. A program in nine sec- 
tions has been arranged for a ^scientific” 
congress, which ignores mathematics, physios, 
pure chemistry, geology, zoology, botany and 
psychology. 

However, attempts have been made to rectify 
the eerKeir errors. Dr, Welch, president of the 
National Academy of Soienoes, has been made 
honorary vice-chairman, and Surgeon^Ctaaoi^l 
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Qovgas, Dr. Holmea and Dr. Woodward ba^e 
been added to the executive committee. The 
oonfliot in time does not extend to the second 
week of the Pan-American Conirress, and it is 
probable that after the adjournment of the 
Columbus meeting a special meeting of the 
Axnerioan Association will be held at Wash- 
ington. Under existing conditions, it is ex- 
tremely desirable that friendly relations and 
cooperation in science should be maintained 
among the American republics. — The Scien^ 
Hfic Monthly, 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

Elemenie der exahien Erblichheit mii Orund~ 
ziigen der hiologischen Variaiionssiatistik, 
By W, JoHANNsEN. Zweitc deutsche, neue 
bearbeitet und sebr erweiterte Auagabe. 
Jena, G, Fischer. 1913. 724 pp. ; 36 figs, in 
text. 

The second edition of Johannsen’s opocK-ma- 
king work which follows the first by only four 
years has added nearly 200 pages, or 40 per 
cent., to the first edition. The number of lec- 
tures has been increased from 26 to 30, by 
the division of one to which much material has 
been added, by wholly new lectures (iN'os. 
12, 18) and by five final lectures instead of 
three. 

The significance of Johannsen’s book can 
now, after the lapse of years, be better evalu- 
ated than before. It had long been a truism 
in biology that the hereditary substance — the 
stirp or germ — ^must be carefully distinguished 
from the person or soma, and Galton was one 
of the earliest to make this distinction. It was, 
therefore, a great step backward when Galton 
announced his law of ancestral heredity ac- 
cording to which an individual inherits from 
his two parents together 60 per cent, of his 
whole heritage; from his four grandparents 
36 per cent., and so on. It only testifies to 
the depth of the darkness in which we were 
Imping that any of us should have seized upon 
f&ot as a solution of the mystery of heredity. 

The rediscovery of MendeFs law wiped away 
that fog and brought us again to germ cells. 

we did not fully sense the bearings of 
that law. We still clung fondly to the idea 


that the soma was so important an index to the 
hidden germ plasm that we could make prog^ 
resB by somatic selection. And it required the 
first edition of Johonnsen’s '^Elemente^ to 
set us straight there. Ever since we have 
recognised that even if one can make progress 
by somatic selection it is more or less by acci- 
dent and by rule-of-thumb. For what we are 
selecting is truly the germ plasm, even though 
we think wo are selecting somas; and we are 
successful only in tliose cases in which there 
happens to be a considerable correlation be- 
tween the two. Ever since Johannsen’s book 
appeared somatic selection merely — as such — 
has been realized to be futile for evolution, 
although somatic selection as a means of 
eliminating or preserving certain kinds of 
germ plasm may be, and in some cases is, of 
great theoretical and practical importance. 

In the new edition, new, original experi- 
mental material on pure lines in beans is af- 
forded with results quite the same as before. 
More space is given to a critical examination 
of the later studies on selection such as the 
favorable ones of J ennings, East, Pearl, Tower 
and Gates and the unfavorable ones of Oastle, 
Lutz and Harris among American investi- 
gators. The unfavorable investigators Jo- 
hannsen finds to fall into two groups; those 
whoso exxMsriments have yielded results op- 
posed to JohannseiFs and those who, without 
contradicting his results, have opposed their 
general validity. The opposing experiments 
rest either on the fact that the original mate- 
rial was not homogeneous or result from a 
secondary selection ” such as the selection 
of the beat nourished individuals whose young 
start life in each generation on a higher nutri- 
tion-plane even though no genotypic change 
has ooounred. There seems to the reviewer a 
certain weakness in the author’s explanation 
of the discordant results of some workers 
(a. g,, Lutz). It would seem more probable 
that some of the favorable results of selection 
are due to unexpectedly abundant mutation. 
The last 90 pages of the book contain the 
most new material. Hero are recorded, with 
evidence of great research into the literature, 
the results of the newer experiments in hered- 
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ity; various deviations from simple Men- 
delian proportions, liyi>ostasis and latenoy^ 
sterility and inbreeding. The author also 
treats of coupling and “repulsion” without 
being able to make use of the flood of light 
that Morgan and his pupils have thrown upon 
these ideas. Indeed, Johannsen at the time of. 
writing the book was not inclined to ascribe to 
the oltromosomes the importance in heredity 
that is commonly conceded to them in this 
country. 

In his flnal chapter Johannsen considers cer* 
tain relations of the results of heredity to man 
and to evolution. He thinks the fact that cul- 
ture (euthenics) has no effect on the race 
makes it not less but the more signiflcaut; for 
the momentary position of the race is the sum- 
mation of personal qualities. In a sense it is 
true that the worse the breeding the greater 
the need for cultivation if any sort of a crop 
is to be harveatod. As for the bearing of the 
new facts of heredity on evolution Johannsen 
has little to say and he states that we miss to- 
day the genius of a Darwin to establish a 
theory of evolution in harmony with modem 
knowledge. 

C. B. Davenport 

Einfiihrunff in die Tierpsychologie. Erster 
Band, Die Sinne der Wirbellosen. Von 
Gustav Kapka. J. A. Barth, Leipzig. Pp. 
xii -f 593. 8vo, 862 text illustrations. 
Animal psychology, according to Kafka, 
takes its departure from the same body of facts 
that sensory physiology does, but differs from 
this subject in the problems it sets itself for 
solution. That most of these problems are 
still unsolved justified the author in his opin- 
ion that a good text-book on animal psychol- 
ogy should concern itself with the facts of 
animal reactions rather than with theoretic 
matter. The book holds consistently to this 
view. It contains, after a very brief introduc- 
tion, on account of the rapidly accumulating 
material on the sense of touch, the static sense, 
the sense of hearing, the temperature sense, 
the chemical sense, the light sense, and the 
very questionable senses of space and of time, 
all in invertebrates. The volume is well illus- 


trated and is concluded by a biblicgrapihy d! 
over five hundred titles in a weQ-ordered ar* 
rangement As an introductioii to the newly 
discovered facts in animal reactions the vol- 
ume is in every way serviceable, Ihough from 
the rate at which the subject is growing Ihe 
book is bound soon to fall behind the times. 
As a means of quickening in the student a 
sense of the general problems in this fidd of 
research, it is disappointing. This fault may 
be excused on the grounds that it is just this 
side of the subject that the author has inten- 
tionally avoided, but it is an open question 
whether this avoidance is really a virtue. 
While the volume from its clearness and direct- 
ness of statement will be found of much use 
to the student of animal psychology and allied 
subjects, its failure to deal with the more obvi- 
ous general problems of this field of science 
must be regarded as a real defect. Possibly 
this may be remedied in the companion volume 
on the vertebrate senses which is said to be in 
preparation by iiie same author. 

Q. H. PARKsai 


SPECIAL ABTICLE 8 

HEREDITT AND INTERNAL BECmETlDN IN THE 
SPONTANEOUS DEVELOPMENT OP 
CANCER tN KK7B 

After preliminary studies in 1901 and 1902, 
and subsequent observations in 1907 suggesting 
the significance of heredity in the spontaneous 
development of cancer in rats and mice, we 
undertook an analysis of the hereditary factors 
on a larger scale in 1910 in conjunction with 
Miss A. E. 0. Lathrop in Granby, Mass.^ 

ilioeb, L., Medicine, 1900, VI,, 266; Centralhh 
/. BaJct^ol., 1., Abt., Orig., 1904, XXXVIL, 285; 
Tniv. Penn, Med, BuU„ 1907-08, XX,, 2; C«th 
tratbim- A aUg. Pathol, 3911, XXIL, 998. 
Lathrop, A. K. C., and Loeb, L., Proo, 800 , Bmp. 
Biol and Med,, 1913, XI., 34. Laeb, L., Tmeet^ 
CUnio, 1918, CX, 664. Lathrop, A. B. G«, sad 
Loeb, L., Journal Bmp, Med., XXXI., Nov., 1916, 
646, and Bee., 1916, 718. The credit for the first 
inveatigatiotis on a somewhat larger scale into the 
possible infinoace of heredity on thb tumor 
dense in mice belongs to B; B: Tymr (Jowr. 
SeMeardh, 1907-08, XVIL, 165). The prOsedurS 
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Without goiuff into a detailed discmeion of 
tbe various oonduaions arrived at, it may 
suffice to state as one of the principal results 
that difFerent strains of mice kept in the same 
environment, being given the same kind of 
food, differ very much in the frequency with 
which cancer occurs among them. (Carcinoma 
of the mammary gland in females is by far the 
most common kind of cancer in mice.) In 
some of them cancer may affect as many as 70 
per cent, of the female mice, while in other 
strains only per cent, are affected. In sue- 
oeeding generations this percentage figure is 
fairly constant in different strains of mice. 
Equally characteristic for different strains 
seems to be the age at which cancer occurs; 
while in some strains it occurs at a relatively 
early age, in others it apiJears later in life. 
Such differences in the cancer age may exist 
even in strains in which the cancer incidence 
is similar. 

These data are a prerequisite for further 
studies of factors responsible for the sponta- 
neous development of cancer as well as for at- 
tempts to diminish or increase the cancer in- 
cidence at will. Erom a practical point of view 
such studies may ultimately lead to the dis- 
covery of means enabling us to lower the can- 
cer rate or to prevent cancer. As a first con- 
tribution to this problem we undertook, on the 
basis of our previous results concerning the 
significance of heredity, an analysis of the in- 
fluence of the ovary and especially of the cor- 
pus luteum in the spontaneous devdopment 
of cancer of the mammary gland in mice. We 
had shown previously that a combination of a 
mechanical stimulus and the influence of a 
substance secreted by the corpus luteum at a 
definite period of its existence led to the pro- 
duction of rapidly growing tumor-like new 
formations vnth the structure of the decidua 
in all iwrts of the uterus. After a period of 
at first rapid and then dedining growth they 
became later necrotio. We designated those 
tumordikfi formations as " Dooiduomata or 
"Haceaitomata” and placed them among a 

nsad by Tysxsr (whieh was subsequently also 
uifed by T. A Murray) oould, however, aot be de- 
pended to give decisive tasnlts. 


category of new fonnations which we char- 
aoterimd as transitory tumors.”* Other in* 
vestigators showed later that the corpus luteum 
was furthermore of eignifleanoe for the pe- 
riodic growth of the mammary gland, espe- 
cially also during pregnan<^. 

These facts suggested a possible importauoe 
of the corpus luteum for the spontaneous devel- 
opment of cancer in mice. Accorditigly, we 
undertook in conjunction with Mies A. E. 0. 
Lathrop in (Granby, experiments in this direc- 
tion. Several lots of female mice of various 
ages belonging to strains rich in tumors w^ 
castrated, while other normal mice of the same 
strains were kept as controls. In other experi- 
ments a certain number of mice belonging to 
strains of known cancer incidence were pre- 
vented from breeding and thus the influence 
of the non-occurrence of preguanciea was 
tested. Under the latter condition the possible 
influence of a corpus luteum was not entirely 
abolished, but merely dimimshed. We wish to 
state briefly the results so far obtained : Cas- 
tration of mice at or below the age of 6 
months (corresponding to a period of life when 
the animals are already sexually mature) 
diminished the cancer incidence in a very pro- 
nounced way. The cancer rate fell from 60 
per cent, to 70 per cent, in normal mice to 9 
per cent, in castrated mice. Castration above 
the ago of 6 months has so far been without 
any noticeable effect. 

Non-breedi ng mice develop cancer in a 
somewhat smaller percentage of cases and at 
a somewhat higher age than normal breeding 
mice. The influence of prevention of breeding 
is therefore much less marked than the effect 
of castration, but considering the largo num- 
ber of mice w© used it is not probable that the 
differences which we actually did observe were 
accidental. However, we are continuing our 
experiments in various directions and if acci- 
dental factors should complicate some of our 
results, tMs will become apparent during the 
further development of our work. We estab- 
li^ed thus two sets of factors in the etiology 

>Loeb, I*., Centr<ahl f, aUg. Pathol, XVIII., 
190T, 508, and a series of papers in the Archiv /. 
Sfi^yMlwiigwiMchaniJc, 
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of cancer (1) hereditary factors, and (2) 
(^eotnical actions eoterted by an internal secre- 
tion. 

We could show that the hereditary factors 
are not identical with the internal secretion 
and do not act by changing the number of 
corpora lutea and their activity, but that their 
point of attack is somewhere else. It appears 
probable that with the cooperation of heredi- 
tary conditions all those internal secretions are 
factors in the origin of cancer which initiate 
or sustain continuous or periodic growth 
processes. In other cases mechanical stimu'^ 
lation of growth may take the place of chem- 
ical stimulation and again in others a com- 
bination of both may be present. Whether in 
addition to these factors definitely established 
there is still another factor (microorganisms f ) 
present, and which relation this last-named 
hypothetical factor bears to the other two 
factors are at present unknown. But whether 
or not such an additional factor enters, we can 
be certain that the two first named sets of fac- 
tors are sufficiently strong to determine to a 
great extent the frequaicy of cancer in mice, 

Leo Lobb 

Depabtment of Compabativb Pathowoy, 
Washington Univeesity 

A NEW METHOD OF 6ELEOT1NO TOMATOES FOB BE- 
aiSTANOE TO THE WILT DISEASE 

Perhaps the most serious disease of toma- 
toes in the southern states is that oaused by 
Fitsarium lycopersici, the one that is commonly 
known as the tomato wilt. The causative 
fungus lives in the soil and attacks the plants 
through the roots and later grows up through 
the fibrovascular bundles into the stems. In 
common with similar diseases of other plants, 
such as the wilts of cotton, watermdon, etc., the 
only practical method of control now known 
is in the use ef varieties, or strains, that are 
resistant to the disease. By saving seed from 
healthy plants in a badly infected field for sev- 
eral seasons, strains can be obtained which 
show considerable resistance to the disease. 
This method of selecting the strains, however, 
hae several serious drawbacks; (1) A Wge 


acreage of tomatoes is required as a large per- 
centage of the plants which are set in the field 
die with the wilt. (2) Many of the plants iu 
the field do not come in contact with the wih 
fungus during the season and so do not have 
a chance to show whether they are resistant to 
the disease. (3) Besistant plants in the field 
are readily pollinated by the susceptible 
plants. (4) The time necessary to obtain a 
wilt-resistant strain is too long. 

While studying the disease in Louisiana, an 
attempt has been made to improve on our com- 
mon method of selecting resistant plants by 
selecting in the seed bed. This has been ac- 
complished by taking advantage of the fact 
that soil diseases infect plants better if the 
soil is first sterilised and then inoculated with 
a pure culture of the disease organism. In 
ordinary unsterilized garden soil, even if it is 
heavily inoculated with the tomato wilt 
fungus, not many of the plants will show the 
wilt to any extent before it is time to place 
them in the field. The presence of bacteria 
and other fungi seems to have an inhibitory 
effect on the wilt fungus. If, however, the soil 
is first sterilized by heat and then heavily in- 
oculated with the wilt fungus just before 
planting, the disease will develop so well that 
most of the susceptible plants will be killed 
before they are large enough to be placed in 
the field. By growing the plants in this man- 
ner, bnly plants showing resistance are placed 
in the field. This saves a great deal of field 
space and also allows a selection from an al- 
most unlimited number of plants. This also 
assures the presence of the wilt fungus on the 
roots of every plant. 

To show how this medaod of selection worim 
in practise, results of some eacperiments may 
be iH'iefiy given. Having by the old method of 
selection obtained a strain that showed con- 
siderable resistance to the wilt disease, ^s 
was compared by the seed bed method with 
three standard varieties of tomatoes. The seed 
of each variety were planted side by side in 
reinoculated sterilized soil Different oultum 
(d the fongus from difEerent localities were 
also used in order to see if they would affaet 
the varieties differentiy* In the loIleiHiiig 
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UtUe are given the percentagea of living plants 
and of wilt-free plants of each variety sixty- 
eight days after planting. Most of the living 
plants that were diseased could be told by an 
external examination, but for these results all 
living plants were out and examined for the 
l^esence of the discolored fibrovascular 
bundles. 
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This table shows the comparatively greater 
resistance of the wilt-resistant variety as com- 
pared to the others, and it also shows the large 
percentage of susceptible plants that could be 
eliminated before setting in the field. 

Although the investigations on this method 
are far from complete, it seems well at this 
time to put it into the hands of other workers 
with the hope that it may be found useful. 

0, W. Edgerton 

LotriBiANa AoEicuLTURAii ExpiaiMiNT Station, 
Baton Bouox, La. 

no HOTEMENTS OOOUR IN THE VISUAL CELLS AND 
EBTINAL PIGMENT OF MAN?^ 

The statement is commonly found in text- 
books of grosB^ and microscopical* anatomy, os 
wen as in some texts of physiology,* that the 

I Oontributions from the Zoological Laboratory 
of the Mttsetim of (comparative Zoology at Har- 
vard College, No. 268. 

g,j B. Howden, 1218, in Cunningham’s 
''Anatomy,” 4th ed., p. 817. E. A. Spitaka, 1910, 
in Gray’s “Anatomy/’ 18th ed., p. 1106, Pier- 
sol, G. A„ 1906, “Human Anatomy,” p. 1468, 

• JP, y,, Bailey, F, B., 1918, “Text-book of His- 
totogjr,” 4th ed., p. 556. Piersol, G. A., 1918, 
“Konnal Histology,” 10th ed., p. 848. 

sir* g., HaUiburton, W. D., 1910, “Handbook 
of Physiology,” 9th ed., p. 848. Btading, E. H., 
191% “Princtplse of Human Physiology,” p. 880 
(by iiaplieation). 


retinal pigment of the human eye undergoes 
positional changes in light and in dctf knees. 
The pigment, which, in the dark, forms a com- 
pact layer next to the choroid, is said to mi- 
grate towards the extomal limiting membrane 
in the light, thereby forming processes which 
interdigitate with the rods and cones. If not 
explicitly stated, it is at least implied that 
this response is well marked and the actual 
migration extensive. 

This view is so generally accepted as express- 
ing a commonplace of retinal physiology that 
it is well worth while to examine the facta 
upon which its validity rests. 

That photomechanical changes take place in 
the retinal pigment of anuran amphibians, a 
fact first established independently by Boll" 
and by Kiihne* on the frog in 1877, may be 
substantiated l>y any one who will perform the 
necessary experiments. Similar results, in 
many oases even more striking, were obtained 
on fishes (Stort, ’86) Angeluoci (’78)* like- 
wise first reported this condition to hold for 
Triion as a type of urodole amphibian, and 
Stort (’87),® using the pigeon for material, 
again presented the earliest demonstration in 
the retina of birds. 

Wh«n reptiles and mammals are considered, 
on the other hand, the literature at once be- 
comes contradictory. Angelucci (’90)/® how- 
ever, reported a rather limited pigment migra- 
tion in the retina of Testudo marina, and 
Ohiarini (’06) also states that a distinct but 

» BoU, F., 1877, MonaUber. d, k. preites. Akad, d. 
WxM, zu Berlin, pp. 72-74. 

« Ktlhne, W., 1877, Vwtersuoh, a. d. physiol, Inst, 
d, Univ, Heidelberg, Bd. 1, pp. 15-103, Taf. 1, 

I Stort, A. G. H,, Van Gendermi, 1886, Berickt 
aher d IS, Verzamm, d, Ophthdl, QeseU, zu Hstd- 
elherg, pp. 48-49. 

8 Aagelueoi, A., 1878, Arch, f, Anat, u. Physiol,, 
Physiol Aht„ pp. 858-386. 

9 Stort, A. G. H., Van Oendereo, 1887, Arch, 
nofirland* d, 8ci, ewact et nat, Tom. 21, pp. 816- 
886 . 

loAngolucel, A., 1890, Untersueh, z, Natmdehrz 
d Mznzchen u, d Thierz, Bd. 14, pp. £81-867. 

Ohiarini, P^, 1906, Art^, ftol. de BieU,, Tom. 
46i pp. 887-862. 
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limited pigment expansicm was obsemd in the 
light'^adapted eyes of the liaard. 

With the exception of the early reeulta of 
Angeluooi (’78), who maintained that definite 
pigment movements oconr in the rabbit, there 
exists only one positive record for mammals — 
that of Chiarini ('06), describing slight* 
changes in the retina of dogs which had been 
exposed to direct sunlight and to darkness. 
The pigment of the light-adapted animals ex- 
tended in short fringe-like processes between 
the rods, in contrast to the dOTiaely contracted 
pigment of the reciprocal set. Finally, Garten 
('07)^® carried out carefully executed experi- 
ments upon the ape, ox, rabbit and rat, yet 
failed to observe any strikiiig differences be- 
tween the effects of light and darkness; how- 
ever, in the retina of the ape, which has a mi- 
nute amount of pigment, composed of needle- 
like granules, the pigment was extended 3 to 
4 (^anules deep in the light and only 2 to 3 
granules deep in the dark. 

When, in connection with experimentation 
upon the retinal pigment and visual cells of 
certain lower vertebrates, it became necessary 
to review the literature of this subject, I was 
at once impressed with the discrepancy between 
the statements found in many standard texts 
and the actual status of our knowledge, which, 
I believe, has been correctly summarixed in 
the preceding paragri^fiis. 

That alight positional changes due to photic 
stimulation have been detected in the retinol 
pigment of certain mammals, is probably true, 
but no evidence has yet been presented to diow 
that a like condition holds for man. More- 
over, if, in the future, such responses are 
demonstrated, the results upon other mammals 
(cf. G^^en’s experimentation upon apes) 
would lead us to expect them to be extremely 
limited. Since it follows, th^efore, that the 
loose phraseology and the misstatements to be 
found in inany standard text-books necessarily 
create fundamentally wrong impressions in 
the mind of the reader, it is evident that the 

18 Garten, S., 1P07, * ' Grasf e-Saeiai«eb, Handb. 
d. gesam. Augenheilkuads, ’ ’ Bd. 9, Kap. 12, An- 
Hang, 


future editions of aU offeiadiiig texts skoidd 
avoid lending aid to the pewpetustiOn of this 
popular misoottCoption. 

A phenomenon related to that of pigment 
migration is the contractility exhibited by a 
definite portion cf the inner member of rods 
and cones. The so-called myoid of the oone- 
visual odl shortens to a marked degree when, 
in the case of many fishes and of some amphib- 
ians and birds, the retina is exposed to light. 
Among reptiles and mammals, ohatiges in the 
length .of the cone myoid are hard to observe, 
yet in both groups responses to light have ap- 
parently been detected in a few instances. 

Among mammals, the results of Stort (’87) 
on the pig stand alone in ascribing striking 
positional changes to the cones; Stort’s meas- 
urements of one dark-adapted human eye, 
moreover, do not prove that movements of the 
cones occur in man. Ohiarini (’06) obtained 
negative results on the dog’s eye, although 
Garten (’07), by careful experimentation upon 
apes, has been able to demonstrate sU^t 
changes in the region of the fovea. The as- 
sumption, on the part of writers, of the occur- 
rence of movements in the cones of man has 
been relatively rare. 

The rod myoids of certain fishes, amidubians 
and birds are likewise responsive when stimu- 
lated by light, yet nothing has been recorded 
concerning tbe existence of this phenomenon 
in mammals. 

It is poesible, as Garten (’07) suggests, that 
tike obanges in the retinal pigment azid visual 
cells of mammals occur sp quickly that the fix- 
ing fluids through slowness of penetration fail 
to preserve them in an extended condition* 

ItfauB B. Am 


THE CONrOCATlON WEEK MEETINGS OF 
BCJSNfmC BOCIETIEB 

Thx American AssooiatioU for the Advanoe- 
meut of Science and thU national sdentlfie 
societies named below will meet at Obluinbiie, 
Ohio, during OTmvooatioB week, beginnioig on 
MonWf Beoendber 27, 191$ t 
dffisrtoa for ^ 

gcMaos.*^pfesideat W. W, Csmid»^ 
rector Idotk Observatory ; iwtirhig 
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Ghttles W. SUot» Harvard Uaiyerait^; penaa- 
iitttt aaoretary, Hr. L. O. Howard, Smithaonian 
Isatitntion, Waahington, D. 0.; gaaeral aecrdtaay, 
Mr, Henrj fikinner, Academy of Natural ScioueoB, 
Logaa Squaro, Philadelphia, Pa.; eeeretary of the 
couneil, Profeaaor W. H. Henderson, Ohio State 
TTnlverdty. 

SeetUm attd Attronomy. — 

Viee-preeident, Professor A. O. Leusehner, Uni- 
versity of Oalifomia; eeoretary, Professor Forest 
B. Moulton, University of Chicago, Odcago, 111. 

i^eotioa B — Phystoa — ^Viee-president, Professor 
Frederick Slate, University of California; soc' 
retaiy, Dr. W. J. Humphreys, U. S. Weather 
Bureau, Washington, D. C. 

Section C — Chemistry , — Tice-president, Pro- 
fessor W, McPherson, Ohio State University; sec- 
retary, Dr. John Johnston, Geophysical liabora- 
tory, Washington, D. 0. 

Section D — Mechanical Science and Engineering, 
•^Vice-president, Bion J. Arnold, Chicago; sec- 
retary, Professor Arthur H. Blanchard, Oolumbla 
Unive^ty, New York City. 

Section B-^eology and Geography, — Vice- 
president, Professor 0. S. Prosser, Ohio State 
University; secretary, Professor George F. Kay, 
University of Iowa, 

Section F — Zoology. — Vice-president, Professor 

V. L. Kellogg, Stanford University; secretary, 
Professor Herbert V, Neal, Tufts College, Mass. 

Section G-— Botany,— Vice-president, Professor 

W, A. Setchell, University of Oalifomia; secre- 
taiy, Professor W. J. V, Osterhout, Harvard Uni- 
versity, Cambridge, Mass. 

Section S — Anthropology and Feycihology , — 
Vice-president, Professor G. M. Stratton, Univer- 
sity of California; secretary. Professor George 
Grant MacOurdy, Tale Univeraity; New Haven, 
Conn. 

Bootion /— Booioi and Economic Boisnoe.— Vice- 
president, Geo. F. Kuns, New York; secretary, 
Seymour C. Loomis, 60 Church St., New Haven, 
Conn. 

Section K^Fhyeiology and Basperimental Medi- 
oi»e.— Vice-presldont, Professor P. P. Gay, Uni- 
versity of Oalifomia; secretary, Professor C.-B. 

A. Winslow, Yale University. 

Section Ir— BdiMlfon.— Vice-president, Professor 

B. P« Cdbberley, Stanford University; secretary, 
Dr. Stuart A. Courtis, Detroiti Mich. 

Section IC--^4yf<0idtiif«---*'^lc6-pxesident, Pro- 
Asisor BugOM Davenport, University of minok; 
•aevslaiy, Dr. B. W. Allen, U. S Department of 
Aftteo^ure, Washington, D. 0* 


oonuicnus 

The Amerioan Fhyeieal Society* — ^December 26- 

80. President, Professor Bmest Merritt, Cornell 
University; secretary, Professor A. D. Cole, Ohio 
State University, Columbus, Ohio. 

The American Federation of Teachers of the 
Matkemotiooi and the Naiwral Boiences,— Secre- 
tary, Dr. Wm. A. Hedrick, McKinley Manual 
Training School, Washington, D. O. 

The Amerioan Society of MatwraHsU. — Decem- 
ber 30. President, Professor Frank B. LiUJo, 
Univeraity of Chicago; eecretary, Dr. Bradley M. 
Davis, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

The Amerioan Society of Zoologists, — December 
28-^0. President, Professor William A. Loey, 
Northwestern University; secretary, Dr. Osswell 
Grave, The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, 
Md. 

The Entomological Society of America, — De- 
cember 29-31. President, Professor Vernon L. 
Kellogg, Stanford University; secretary. Pro- 
fessor Alexander D. MacGillivray, 603 West Michi- 
gan Ave., Urbans, HI. 

The Amerioan Assodaiion of Boonomte Bnto- 
mologists, — December 27-30. President, Pro- 
fessor Glen W. Herrick, Cornell Univeraity; sec- 
retary, A. F. Burgess, Melrose Highlands, Mass. 

The Botanical Society of America, — Presi- 
dent, Professor John M. Coulter, University 
of Chicago; secretary, H. H. Bartlett, 835 Pack- 
ard St., Ann Arbor, Mich. 

The Americcwv Fhytopaihologioal Boeiety, — ^De- 
cember 28-31. President, Professor H. H. Whet- 
sel, Cornell Univeraity; secretary, Dr. C. L. Shear, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, 
D. C. 

Amerioan NaHre- Study Society, — ^December 30- 

81. President, Dr. L. H. Bailey, Ithaca, N. Y.; 
secretary, Professor E. B. Downing, Univeraity of 
Chicago, Chicago, 111. 

School Garden Aesooiation of America, — ^Decem- 
ber 29-80. President, Van Evtie Kilpatrick, 124 
West 80th St., New York, N. T. 

Amerioan Association of OffUM EcrUooXtwral 
Inspeotors.— December 28-28, Chairman, W. E. 
Bumsey, Morgantown, W. Va.; secretary, Pro- 
fessor J. G. Saunders, State Capitol, Madkon, 
Wis. 

The Amerioan Miorosoopioal Boeiety.— Decem- 
ber 29. President, Professor Chas. A. Kofoid, 
University of California; secretary, T. W, Gallo- 
way, James MiUikln University, Decatur, IIL 
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,i4iwri<iem Migthmatie^ SocUtif (CSdeogo 6 m- lecretaTyj Dr, Itrtioh Bowiuuif BtMft«ro7 aod I56tli 
tion),*-rDeeemb6r dO ijo January 1, Chairman, Haw Tork C^ty* 


t^ofeaaor B, J. Wilcuynski, Uniyerslty of Chi- 
eago; teeratary, Profeaaor H, £, Slaught, 5548 
Kenwood Ayenua, Chicago, 111, 

Th 0 Southern Society for PMlotophy and F$y- 
e^lo^. — ^December 28-80. Praside&t, Profamor 
J. C. Barnofl, Maryville College; aecretary, Pro- 
fessor li, S. Qeisder, Univeraity of Gaorgiaj 
Athens, Ga. 

Boianiste of the Central States. — Will hold no 
separata maetiiig, but will present its papers in 
connection with Section Q, Prasldeat, Professor 
H. C. Cowles, University of Chicago; secretary, 
Br, Edward A. Burt, Missouri Botanical Garden, 
Bt. Louis, Mo, 

Society for SorticuUural Science, — December 
28-29. President, W. L. Howard; secretary, Pro- 
fessor G. P. dose, College Park. Maryland. 

Aeeociation of Offloial Seed Analyeit of North 
America, — ^December 28 and 20. President, W, L. 
Oswald; secretary, John P, Heylar, Agricultural 
Experiment Station, New Brunswick, N. J« 

Society of Sigma XI, — ^December 28. Presi- 
dent, Chas. 8, Howe, Case School; secretary, Pro- 
fessor Henry B. Wardi University of Illinois, Ur- 
bane, HI. 

BOSTON 

The American Fhyeiologiedl Sodeiyi — ^December 

27- 29. President, Professor W. B. Cannon, Har- 
vard Medical School, Boston, Mass.; secretary, 
Frotfpeor Obas. W. Greene, University of Missouri, 
Oolunbia, Mo. 

The American Society of Siologioal Ohmiete * — 
Becmnber 27-80. President, Professor Walter 
Jones, The Johns Hopkins University; secretary, 
Professor Philip A. Shaffer, Washington UnlTer- 
sity Medical School, St. Louis, Mo. 

The Society of Fharmaoology and BaperimentcA 
Therapeutiee, — ^December 27-29. Presidant, Br. 
Torald Sollmann, Western Besem University 
Medical School, Cleveland, Ohio; secretary, Br. 
John Auer, Bookefeller Institute for Medical Be- 
search, Hew Toric dty. 

WASBSNOTON, A. 0. 

The Oeolcgioal Society of Amerioa , — ^December 

28- 80. President, Professor A. P. Coleman, Uni- 
versity of Toronto; secretary, Br. Edmund Otis 
Hovey, American Museum of Natural History, 
New York City. 

The Aaeoeiation of Amerioan Oeographereir^Jle* 
cember BO-January President, Professor It B. 
Bodge, Teachers Oollege, Columbia Univemity; 


The Poieontologleoi Society . — ^December 
President, Br. E. O. Ulrich, U. S, Geologleel 6a^ 
vey; secretary, Br. B. 6. Basder, U. 6. National 
Museum, Washington, B. C. 

The Amertoon Aftthropologioal AecooUdion^r^ 
December 27-31. Resident, E. W. Hodge, Bureau 
of American Ethnology; aeoretaiy, Profeasor 
George Grant MaeCurdy, Yale University, New 
Haven, Conn. 

The American Folk-Lore 8ooiety.— Convocation 
Week. President, Br. P. E. Goddard, American 
Museum of Natural History, New York City; sec- 
retary, Br. Charles Peabody, 197 Brattle Bt., Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

The American Sconomic Association.*— December 
28-30. President, Professor W. F. WiUcox, Cor- 
nell University; secretary, Profesaor Allyn A. 
Young, Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y. 

The American Sceiological Society.— Decambor 
28-31. President, Professor E. A. Bow, Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin; secretary. Professor Scott £. 
W. Bedford, University of Chicago, Chicago, HI. 

NXW BAVIN 

The Aesociaiion of American Anotomists.— Be* 
cember 28-30. President, Professor G« Qntl 
Huber, University of Michigan; SMretaiy, Ihr, 
Charles B. Btoekard, Cornell Univen^ty Medical 
School, New York City. 

OXatANA 

The Society of American BaateriologietB^JH- 
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TEE FMUITS, PMOSPECT3 AND LESSONS OF 
MECENT BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE^ 

The general welfare of mankiDd has been 
wonderfully promoted during the past 150 
years by the rapid progress of chemical, 
physical, and biological science. In the 
early third of that period, physics and chem- 
istry and their applications seem to have 
played the most active parts in promoting 
human welfare, although pure botany and 
zoology enlisted rnamy devoted workers, 
and made great advances; but during the 
past 100 years it is biological science that 
has contributed most to the well-being of 
humanity. The new methods of transpor- 
tation and of manufacturing by the aid of 
machinery with steam as motire power 
were products of applied physics. So were 
the great works of civil and mechanical 
engineering. The improved agriculture of 
the last half of the nineteenth century was 
partly due to new tools and machinery, 
and partly to new applications of ehemical 
knowledge. Latterly biological science has 
helped the farmer very much to raise bet- 
ter crops and animals, and to protect his 
products from vegetable and animal pests. 

While the industrial and social changes, 
which applied physics and chemistry made 
possible, unquestionably improved the 
general condition of mankind as regards 
bodily comfort, security against natural 
catastrophes, longevity, and an increased 
sense of mutual support and community 
interest through the vast improvement in 
the means of communication, these changes 

1 Address of the retiring president of the Amer- 
lean Aesoeiation for the Adlvanoemeot of Science, 
given at the CclmnbuB meeting, December 27, 
1918. 
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have all been indirect influences on human 
well-being and happiness, and with the 
good they brought much evil was mixed. 
Thus, the factory system, the congestion 
of population, and the noise and turmoil 
of city life are grave evils accompanying 
the advantages which applied physics and 
chemistry have created and diffused. The 
fruits of the biological sciences — ^botany, 
zoology, physiology and biochemistry, ap- 
plied to curative medicine and surgery and 
to preventive medicine and sanitation — 
have been direct contributions to human 
welfare; because they have provided de- 
fenses against disease, premature death, 
and individual and family distress and 
suffering. Th^ beneficent aipplications of 
biological science, unlike most of the large 
results of applied chemistry and physics, 
take effect in the field of human affections 
and family experiences, make life less 
anxious and more enjoyable for multi- 
tudes of human beings, mitigate or abolish 
ancient agonies and dreads of the race, and 
promise for it a happier future. 

The career of Pasteur illustrates ad- 
mirably*' the passing of the center of benef- 
icent scientifle research from chemistry 
and physics to biological science. Pas- 
teur’s first researches were crystallograph- 
ic; whence he passed to the study of 
molecular dissymmetry, the material of his 
researches being, however, organic. He 
was first professor of physics and then pro- 
fessor of chemistry. His interest iji cer- 
tain tartrates led him naturally, though 
partly by accident, to a study of fermenta- 
tion. His zealous discharge of his duties 
as Dean of a Faculty of Sciences at LiUe, 
a manufacturing center, led to his study 
of beet-root juice, fermented in order to 
produce alcohol. Thereafter Pasteur’s re- 
searches were biological, although he had 
had no training as either naturalist or 
physician. He began at the foundation by 


disproving the doctrine of spontaneous 
generation. One of his earliest conelusions 
was that “gases, fiuids, electricity, mag- 
netism, ozone, things known or things oc- 
cult, there is nothing in the air that is con- 
ditional to life except the germs it carries.” 
Of his earliest results from experiments on 
admitting pure air to flasks containing pu- 
trescible infusions he wrote : 

It seetne to me that it can be affirmed that the 
duHts suspended in atmospheric air are the exclu- 
sive origin, the necessary condition of life in in- 
fusions; 

and in the same paper he made the preg- 
nant remark: 

What would be most desirable would be to puah 
those studies far enough to prepare the road for 
serious research into the region of various dis- 
eases. 

He lived to push his studies into the 
causes of the silk-worm disease, of a 
cholera which came from Egypt into 
Prance, of the plant diseases affecting the 
manufacture of wine and of beer, of the 
splenic fever, of the chicken-cholera, and 
of rabies; and he and his followers in- 
vented successful treatment for those dk- 
eases, and for the treatment of typhoid 
fever and diphtheria. The germ and para- 
site theory of disease led the way in serum 
therapy, and established both the philoso- 
phy and the practise of the new medicine 
and surgery of the past thirty-five years. 
Starting with a sound knowledge of chem- 
istiy and physics, and having early ac- 
quired a habit of utmost accuracy in ob- 
serving and reasoning, Pasteur passed over 
into biological science by the time he was 
thirty-two years of age, ami became the 
most suggestive and productive inventor 
and promoter in applied biology that has 
ever lived. His - career illustrates con- 
spicuously the general truth that the 
sciences most serviceable to mankind dur- 
ing the past sixty years have been the bio- 
logical sciences. In a letter to his father ill 
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1860 , when his inquiries were opening new 
vistas in physiology, Pasteur wrote: 

God grant that by my pergevering labors I may 
bring a little atone to the frail and ill-asaured edi- 
fice of our knowledge of those deep mysterlee of 
life and death, where all our intellects have so 
lamentably failed. 

That prayer was granted. 

Let us review in a summary way the 
fruits of applied biological science since 
the nineteenth century opened. 

The first invention, vaccination against 
smallpox, long antedated the later studies 
of germs, parasites, the routes of disease 
from one human being to another through 
insects and other animals, and the theory 
and practise of immunity. Vaccination, 
the invention of a country doctor who prac- 
tised in a dairy district, was a momentous 
discovery in immunity from a fatal and 
disfiguring disease which was frequently 
epidemic, the immunity being procured by 
causing in the human body another disease 
very seldom fatal and not at all disfiguring. 
The favorable reception and rapid appli- 
cation of Jenner’s discovery were due to 
the fact that many persons at that time 
protected themselves against the frequent 
and terrible epidemics of smallpox by being 
inoculated with smallpox itself. So soon 
as it was proved that oowpox gave im- 
munity in almost all cases against small- 
pox, inoculation with oowpox came rapidly 
into use ; because inoculated cowpox proved 
to be, as one of Jenner’s contemporaries 
remarked, “a pleasanter, shorter, and in- 
finitely more safe disease than inoculated 
smallpox.” The relief of civilized man- 
kind from the terrible recurrent epidemics 
of smallpox is one of the greatest benefits 
that the profession of medicine has con- 
ferred on the human race. 

From biological studies largely on mi- 
eroseopio organisms— protozoa, bacteria, 


and parasitic growths — the means of com- 
munication from one human being to an- 
other or from an animal to man of dys- 
entery, cholera, typhoid fever, typhus 
fever, puerperal fever, bubonic plague, 
diphtheria, tuberculosis, oerebro-spinal 
meningitis, syphilis, gonorrhoea, sleeping 
sickness, yellow fever, malaria, and hook- 
worm disease have all been brought to 
light. Means of preventing or restricting 
the spread of these diseases — with the ex- 
ception of cerebro-spinal meningitis — 
have been invented, and for most of them 
iini)roved methods of treatment have been 
devised. Much has also been learnt about 
infantile paralysis, and something about 
cancer. The whole subject of toxins and 
anti-toxins has been developed with won- 
derfully beneficent results. 

It is really impossible to describe or ap- 
preciate the alleviations and preventions 
of human misery included in this list of 
the fruits of applied biological science. 
Some of the diseases mentioned were 
within a few years familiar household ter- 
rors in the most civilized countries, others 
from time to time destroyed in recurring 
epidemics large portions of the population 
in many parts of the world. They ter- 
rorized families and nations, made in- 
numerable homes desolate, and ruined for 
a time cities and states. The generations 
now on the stage can hardly appreciate 
the formidable apprehensions from which 
their predecessors suffered, but they them- 
selves have been relieved by the achieve- 
ments of medical research and preventive 
medicine. This blessed preventive medi- 
cine may almost be said to have been 
created by the combination of bacteriolog- 
ical and pathological studies, which are 
all, of coarse, biological studies. Physiol- 
ogy has been wonderfully developed as a 
study of biological processes by the addi- 
tion of bacteriological experimentation to 
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its fonner ehemicol aod physical methodi 
of research. 

Public health boards have been estab- 
lished and equipped to perform under new 
laiws numerous functions which had no 
existence until applied biology with aid 
from chemistry and physics indicated the 
desirable modes of public action. The 
boards, or public health commissionerB, 
prescribe, teach and enforce rules and 
orders concerning personal, industrial, 
farm and dairy, and school hygiene, so- 
•cial hygiene including venereal prophy- 
laxis for individuals and families, the 
preservation of foods and their protection 
from infection, the effects of various in- 
dustries on the health of employees, the 
connection of syphilis with insanity and 
general paresis, and of gonorrhea with 
blindness, procure vital statistics, estab- 
lish registration of births and deaths, and 
of cases of disease, study epidemics and 
infant mortality, and contend against 
dangerous contagious diseases by quaran- 
tines, isolation, disinfection, and the de- 
struction of the insect and vermin carriers 
of disease. All these activities have been 
completely dependent on applied biology 
for their methods and processes, and have 
changed and developed rapidly with the 
progress of that science. Taken together 
tiiey constitute an immense contribution 
to human welfare, present and future. 

It is animal experimentation with the 
help of anesthesia and asepticism which 
has given mankind by far the larger part 
of all the exact knowledge of medicine now 
possessed, and promises still greater sei^ 
viceableness in the future. In the service 
of man new studies have been made, not 
only of microscopic plants and animals, 
but of many' larger creatures which live 
with man, such as poultry, rabbits, guinea 
pigs, cats, dogs, cattle, horses, mules and 
monkeys, and of many insects, such as dies, 


ticks, mosquitoes, and lies whidl infest the 
fauna and flora which surround man, or 
the bodies or clothes of men themsdves. 
An immense mass of biologioal infonna- 
tion on all these subjects has been aoeumu- 
-lating daring the past two gmierations, 
and is growing rapidly from year to year, 
as the good results of such studies beeome 
better known. 

These results bear directly on the well- 
being and happiness of the human rsee^ 
bnt also indirectly on the ecomomie and 
commercial fortunes of the race. Through 
the well-directed efforts of the Rockefeller 
Sanitary Commission hundreds of thou- 
sands of persons in the Sonthem States of 
this oonntry have, within the last five 
years, been made much more effective la- 
borers, because relieved of the hookworm 
disease; and this good woric is now being 
extended by the International Health Com- 
misrion — one of the departments of the 
Rockefeller Foundation — ^to the West In- 
dies, Central America, Ceylon, and the 
Straits Settlements. The work of this 
Commisaitm has three divisions: (1) tbs 
Commission makes surveys of regions 
where hookworm disease is prevalent; (2) 
then it cnres mnltitades of sufferers by 
active and persistent treatment; and (8) 
it teaches people by the thousand how to 
prevent the reourrmice of the disease in 
farming communities by using privies and 
wearing shoes. In the last two prooeases 
it tries— often successfoUy— to enlist ex- 
isting public authorities and the taxing 
power in the work, in order to give it per- 
manence. All this boiefloent action is 
fruit of bi(dogical research. It would hate 
been impossible to dig the Panama Canal, 
without the effective oontrol over yeRow 
fever and malaria which biological soiexree 
has given to the race 'within a sin^ gisu!- 
eration. Two humane cbntributioina to 
military effiifl^cy daring the Great 'Wkr 
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are results of biological research applied 
to sanitation, one the prevention of epi- 
demics of fever and cholera in the camps 
and trenches in Western Europe, and the 
other the quick arrest of a terrible epi- 
demic of typhus fever in Serbia. 

Let ns next take account of the pros- 
pects of applied biology in the coming 
years. May we anticipate for it an in- 
creasing or a decreasing influence t 

The progress of medical and surgical re- 
search during the past twenty years is of 
great promise for the future. It goes on 
actively in every good medical school, in 
many hospitals and dispensaries, and in 
the new institutes exclusively devoted to 
research. It is strongly supported by the 
new tendency to maintain in medical 
schools professorships of comparative 
anatomy, physiology and pathology. The 
importance of comparative pathology is 
just coming to be recogniaed. Inasmuch 
as animal experimentation, with the help 
of anesthesia and asepticism, is nowadays 
the principal means of extending the 
knowledge of the causes of disease and of 
the means of remedy and prevention, the 
importance of comparative studies on 
many species of animals, including man, 
has become obvious to all persons who 
think about the improvement of the hu- 
man race and of its useful animal asso- 
eiateB. 

In regard to the treatment of contagious 
diseases, the story of the recent past can 
net but suggest hopes of even more rapid 
progress in the future towards the eflec- 
tive control of some of the worst diseases 
thot afflict humanity. Thus, in the ten 
pears from 1903 to 1913 syphilis was trans- 
-ttdtted artificially to certain lower animals; 
ihe charaotenstio bacillus of ^t disease 
srss diaeprwed; the Wassermaa test oras 
4nWBKefi« a test whi^ enables an expcort in 


its use to detect those eases which have no 
external symptoms; the value of salvar- 
san, as a safe destroyer of the bacillus 
within the human body, was demonstrated ; 
and the bacillus was grown in pure cul- 
ture outside of the body, whence resulted 
Inetin, an important cud in the diagnosis of 
obscure cases; mid finally the bacillus was 
detected in the brain of patients suffering 
from general paresis, and in the spinal 
cord of patients with locomotor ataxia. 
This series of discoveries and inventions 
has given to man a much improved control 
over this terrible scourge; but this control 
is not yet applied on an adequate scale. 
It remains for the future to cause this de- 
structive disease to be early recognised, 
reported, and effectively dealt with. It is 
for state and municipal boards of health 
to invent and put into practise the means 
of contending against the spread of this 
horrible disease. This is a public health 
problem of the gravest sort. That public 
health authorities may succeed in the fu- 
ture against the horribly destructive effects 
of syphilis on every civilised race in the 
world is one of the hopes of the future, a 
hope inspired by the recent progress of 
biological science. 

The progress of bio-ebemistry and bac- 
teriology has already enabled civilized 
governments to do much for the protec- 
tion of Iheir people from injury by foods 
not fit for consumption and by adulter- 
ated drags. This is a branch of the public 
health service whidi is capable of large 
extensiou hereafter. The efficiency of the 
methods now used will be greatly in- 
creased; and they will be used in new 
fields. It is more thmi forty years sinoe 
the Massaohasetts Board of Health gave 
effective attention to the tramiportation 
and slaughtering of animals intended for 
food, an admiraUe piece of pioneering 
whirii brought about great improvmuents, 
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and served as a basis for farther measores 
of defense for the community. The com- 
mon tue of cold-storage for meats, vege- 
tables and fruits has lately increased the 
ne^ of protection against damaged foods; 
and this cold-storage process is likely to be 
more and more used in the future — quite 
legitimately — ^for the preservation of per- 
ishable foods produced in greater quantity 
than can be sold at or near the time of 
their production. A cold-storage plant 
performs as to foods the function of the 
reservoir in an irrigation plant. Both 
urban and rural communities have much 
to hope in the future from cold-storage 
and irrigation; but to both these public 
utilities applied biological science must 
contribute indispensable precautions. There 
are climates in which extensive irrigation 
is liable to produce and perpetuate pest- 
iferous insects. 

One of the most favorable results of ap- 
plied biology during the past fifty years 
is the great addition made to the means of 
detecting the true causes of abnormal con- 
ditions of the human body, and to the ao- 
cnracy of diagnostic reasoning on botii 
acute and chronic disorders. These new 
means of diagnosis and examination are in 
part chemical and physical, but chiefly 
biological. The theory and practise of 
asepsis are results of biological researches. 
Comparative anatomy, physiology and 
pathology all contribute largely to modem 
sanitaticm and to all the practises of boards 
of health for the discovery and prevention 
of unsanitary conditions in both urban 
and rural communities. Very promising 
examples of these nseful practises are: the 
precautions nowadays taken against con- 
tagious disease in schools, the employment 
of school nurses, the inspection of school 
children’s teeth, eyM> noses, ears and skio, 
the discovery in the mass of school children 
of the defective, the feeble-minded, and of 


those suffering from glandular abaonnali- 
ties, partioularly in tiie nose, month, and 
throat. The effective treatmont of admoi 
children following on the detection thdr 
disorders or defects promises nmoh toward 
the better health of the coming genera- 
tions. The successful use of the Schick 
test which enables the physician through 
a laboratory expert to separate the sus- 
ceptible from the non-sosceptible individ- 
uals who have been exposed to diphtheria, 
and therefore to avoid all unnecessary ad- 
ministrations of antitoxin, seems to open 
a wide prospect in the study of natural im- 
munity. The process of improvement is 
not going to stop; on the contrary it ndll 
advance at an accelerated pace. 

Another great field for applied bitdog- 
ical science in the future is the contest 
against alcoholism and sexual vice. This 
is an important part of the province of 
social hygiene, a province which includea 
the phiUnthzopie and economic treatmaut 
of the feeble-minded, the insane, the par- 
alyzed, and the blind. The field is enorm- 
ous; and its evils are intimately connected 
one with another; but in the whole fidd 
the means of cure and prevention have 
come in the main from biological researfdu 
There is every reason to expect that this 
great field for Christian ^ort will here- 
after be more effectually cultivated than 
it has ever been. 

In connection with the medical, surgical, 
and sanitary activities of the present day, 
new forms fft educational effort have beep 
instituted which are very promiring 
the future health and comfort of mankind. 
Ihus, the institution of distriet nunixiig 
has already devdoped strong edoeatioiul 
effects. The district nurse goes from bmm 
to house to treat and immfoit iodividns^ 
patients sufferiag ^m various disordflBi; 
but in ev^ honae dm also tea^tos fibs 
mother, skter, or some o&er attendant on 
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ihe sii^ or injured person, how to perform 
hendtf the remedial operations, how to 
feed the patient, and how to prevent the 
communication of the disease to other per- 
sons; and this teaching function of the 
nurse is quite as important as her curative 
or comforting ministrations. The social 
worker who follows up the out-patients 
of a great hospital, sees them at their 
homes, studies their surroundings, and 
gives them sympathetic counsel, has a sim- 
ilar teaching function, which often takes 
strong effect on whole families and even 
larger groups. Like the district nurse, 
she also frequently obtains family his- 
tories which are of value to students of 
inheritance, good or bad, and of eugenics. 
The same is true of the school nurse and 
medical inspectors who are employed by 
American cities in which the health de- 
partment is strong and well-organized. 
These nurses and doctors not only detect 
defects and diseases in school children, but 
indicate to i>arents or friends the remedial 
measures that arc demanded, and give 
much instruction to parents and guardians 
about keeping children well. The same 
educational function is performed by the 
dentists who are being employed in a few 
American cities to make periodical inspec- 
tions of the teeth of school children. These 
large-scale examinations and teachings call 
for knowledge of hacteriological informa- 
tion and methods only recently acquired, 
and for drill in the use of diagnostic tools 
and appliances only recently invented. 
These new applications of biological science 
promise great reduction of human suffer- 
ing and distress, and significant additiems 
to average longevity and average efficiency, 
80 soon as they come into general use. 

Biological science has made possible sev- 
eral ether kinds of widespread teaclring 
iihkih aVe certmn to have beneficial effects 
<m the productiveness of human labor, par- 


ticularly in agricnlture, the fundamental 
industry. Thus, the whole woi^ of the 
International Health Commission is essem- 
tially educational. It teaches the people 
in hookworm disease districts by dmnon- 
stration, first, that they have the disease; 
secondly, that it can be cured in the indi- 
vidual and eradicated from the community; 
end thirdly, that the embryos of the dis- 
ease live by thousands in soil that has been 
befouled by an infected person, and ore 
there ready to infect any person with 
whose bare, soft skin they come into eon- 
tact. These demonstrations combined 
teach the people how the disease may be 
avoided in the future by an individual or 
by a community. As a result of this edu- 
cational work, the common people and the 
health authorities cooperate effectivdy in 
both the work of treatment and that of 
prevention. 

Another illustration of the broad edu- 
cational processes now at work in conse- 
quence of the achievements of applied bi- 
ology is to be found in the short courses 
given by many state universities to farm- 
ers and their grown-up sons on the prin- 
ciples of agriculture, the choice of seeds, 
and stock-raising, end in the itinerant 
teaching for adults now carried on by the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture through- 
out the Southern States on similar sub- 
jects. This instmetion is supplemented 
by the offer of prizes, and the setting-up 
of model farms, or model acres, in great 
number as lessons and incitements to neigh- 
borhoods. The effects on the productive- 
ness of American agriculture, especially 
in cotton and com, are already remaric* 
able; but the promise of these educational 
methods for the future is more predons 
still. Several colleges and universities of 
high standing now provide short oonrseB 
which mn from six to twelve we^, some 
in winter and some in summer, expresdy 
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to prepare teachers Or leaders for Girls’ 
Gatmiog Clubs and Home Demonstration 
'Work. These courses cover cooking, can- 
ning, sewing, market gardening, poultry 
husbandry, plant propagation, and rural 
sanitation. Their good effects have been 
quickly demonstrated on a large scale. 

Boards of health in several American 
municipalities and states have lately un- 
dertaken a large work of public teaching 
Iby means of widely distributed posters and 
leaflets on contagia and the carriers of 
contagious disease. They have found 
themselves obliged to take this action, be- 
cause they learnt by experience that the 
spread of contagious disease can not be 
prevented by enacting laws and employing 
inspectors to procure the execution of 
those laws, unless the citizens themselves 
cooperate actively and with intelligence in 
the execution of the measures which ap- 
plied biology prescribes. Thus, the public 
at large must be taught that if streets, 
yards, and vacant lots of a city are kept 
clean, garbage is removed promptly and 
kept covered till removed, and the privy 
vault and the manure-heap are abolished, 
the number of flies and vermin in and 
about dwellings will be much reduced. 
Reduction in the amount of sexual vice and 
venereal disease can be effected by teach- 
ing parents and young people about the 
dangers of syphilis and gonorrhea for the 
individual, and their fatal effects on fam- 
ily happiness. 

Thirdly, this immense development of 
biological knowledge and skill must have 
lessoTxs to teach about the means of other 
progress, similar or contrasted. 

The most important lesson which the 
great advance in applied biological science 
teaches is that the treatmoit of human 
evils and wrongs in the future should he 
preventive for the mass, as well as cura- 


tive for the individual. This is the rea- 
son for the great change which is .taking 
place in the profession of medieine. The 
main functions of that profession are to 
be, not the onring of individuals who ate 
already suffering from disease, but the 
prevention of the spread of disease from 
individual to individual in the community, 
and the eradication or seclusion of the 
causes, sources, or earners of communi- 
cable diseases. The same great change 
needs to be wrought in all the callings 
which deal with prevention of crimes and 
misdemeanors. Society must concern it- 
self, not chiefly with the isolation, tem- 
porary or permanent, of the individual 
murderer, thief, or forger, but with the 
extermination or repair of the genetic, 
educational, or industrial defects which 
cause the production of criminals. Since 
it is often found through medical and psy- 
chological examination that the prosiitnte, 
forger, robber or poisoner is physically 
as well as morally defective, it is probable 
that biological science will in the future 
contribute largely to the prevention as 
well as cure of such bodily defects, and 
hence of those moral defects whidi in an 
appreciable fraction of the population re- 
sult in crimes. I^en humane persons 
learn, for example, that three fifths of all 
the prostitutes in New York City are 
feeble-minded girls and women, they be- 
c(Hne interested at once in the better care 
and treatment under medical direction of 
the feeble-minded, in the means of makinf 
a tmstworthy diagnosis of feeUe-minded- 
ness in children, and in preventing the 
fedtle-minded from reproducing their like. 
These are all bufiogical problems; and the 
progress of bioIogicBl inquiry during the 
past fifty yean is sulBeient to afford the 
means of solving on a large so^O ' thsao 
fimdamental sodal problems. It ia to hto- 
logical leienoe in tite departmonts of men- 
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tal diaeaM and psyeho-therapy, as well as 
to educational theory and practise, that we 
mnst loc^ for new methods of discipline 
and edncatioa in prisons, reformatories, 
and houses of correction. Preventive 
medicine and sanitary reform have shown 
the right way of dealing with these chronic 
sores in the body politic. 

The interrelations of the sciences are 
vividly taught by the history of biology 
during the past eighty years. Biological 
science is deeply indebted to physical 
science for the new instruments of pre- 
cision which the biologist uses in determin- 
ing and recording his facts. The tele- 
phone, the x-ray, and all the elc^itiical 
apparatus for recording fluent observa- 
tions and making certain note of very 
minute portions of time and space have 
been invaluable additions to tbe resources 
of the biological investigator. Many of 
the instruments which are indispensable 
in botanical and zoological laboratories 
were not invented for biological uses, but 
for physical or chemical uses. The dental 
practise called orthodontia has profited 
greatly by the use of the x-rays, because 
the ]^atgenograph exhibits the precise 
abnormalities in the jaws and the concealed 
teeth which need to be remedied. The art 
of photography has contributed much to 
biologioal research and biological teaching, 
although developed and improved more 
for commercial and astronomical purposes 
than for biologioal. The microscope itself 
and the immersion lens, toola;indiBpensable 
in the study of mioroorganisms of all sorts, 
were long used in pure botany and zoology, 
before they became the necessary tools of 
applied biologioal seienoe, 

Again, the long series of successful ap- 
plications of biological soieaee illustrates 
strihingly the impossibility of drawing 
•ny fixed line of demareation betwcfflit pure 
and applied sdenee, or of establishing an 


invariable precedence for one over the 
other. Sometimes an application is sud- 
denly made of one fragment of an accu- 
mulation of knowledge which pure ecien- 
tists have made without thought of any ap- 
plication; and sometimes a bit of knowl- 
edge successfully applied stimulates pure 
scientists to enter and ransack the field 
from wliich the bit came. The latter proc- 
ess was strikingly illustrated when the 
large group of the mosquitoes was studied 
with ardor, because two species became 
famous, one as the carrier of malaria, and 
the other of yellow fever. The anatomy 
and habits of the typhus fever louse had 
been worked out many years before that 
insect became known as a carrier of typhus 
fever. Long before salvarsan was proved 
valuable for killing the syphilis micro- 
organism in the human body, a series of 
organic compounds derived from benzol 
and containing arsenic had been elaborately 
studied, and the means of producing them 
made known by chemists who had not the 
faintest suspicion that a safe remedy for 
the moat destructive of contagions diseases 
in the human species was later to be found 
in a new member of the series having a 
reduced arsenical potency. The pure 
scientist often feels, and not infrequently 
expresses, contempt for applications of 
science and for the men that make them. 
Sometimes the seeker for valuable appli- 
cations of scientifio knowledge feels no in- 
terest whatever in researches of which no 
industrial application seems feasible or 
pnfimble, and confesses publicly this lack 
of interest. The facts seem to be that all 
sncsh feelings are narrow and irrational; 
that no mortal can tell how soon a practical 
application of a scientific truth, which 
seems pture .in the sense that it has no pres- 
ent applieati<m, may be discovered ; and 
tiiat, on the other hand, innumerable sp- 
idicsitioss are nowadays made of truths 
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which five Years or fifty years ago seemed 
as remote from all human interests as the 
observation attributed to Thales, that a 
bit of amber rubbed with a piece of silk 
would repel pith-balls suspended by fine 
filaments. Yet all magnetism and elec- 
tricity with their infinite applications hark 
back to this experiment by Thales and to 
Qalvani’s observation of twitchings in a 
frog's legs. 

The new physiological studies of the 
bodily changes accompanying or produced 
by pain, hunger, fear, and rage already 
promise a new interpretation of human be- 
havior, and therefore a new policy for 
human society in regard to those emotions 
which, from primitive times to the present 
day, have been the source of enormous 
evils to mankind. The bodily changes 
which in man accompany these powerful 
emotions have only recently been in part 
made known ; but it has already been made 
out with regard to a group of these altera- 
tions in the bodily economy that they may 
be regarded as responses adapted to pre- 
serve the individual, and to promote his 
bodily welfare or his efficiency. The emo- 
tions which a man fighting experiences call 
into sudden and potent action the muscular 
and nervous forces which he needs for both 
offense and defense. Hunger is a highly 
protective sensation. Fear stimulates mus- 
cular and nervous exertion, so long as the 
fnghtened animal can fiee ; but, if the ani- 
mal is cornered, fear turns to fury, which 
develops the extraordinary strength of des. 
peration. The successful study to-day of 
these bodily changes and reactions pro- 
phesies a better understanding in the 
future of the moral forces which make for 
rational conduct, and of the public policies 
in regard to war and peace which, long 
pursued, may gradually affect the sum of 
human misery or of human happiness. 

The present terrible condition of Europe 


and the coineident snffetinga of mueii .of 
the rest of the world give fresh signifleonee 
to the following remarks of. Ixnua Pasteur 
at the inaugoration of the Pasteur Insti- 
tute at Paris in 1888 : 

,Two contrary lawa Mem to be wrMtliag with 
each other nowadays — tho one a law of blood and 
of death, ever Imaeining' new meana of destrae- 
tion;, and forcing nations to be oonstanily ready 
for the bettle-fleld; the other a law of peace, work 
and health, ever evolving new means of delivering 
man from the ecourges which beset him. The one 
seeks violent conquests; the other the relief of ho- 
manity. The latter places one bnman life above 
any victory; while the former would sacrifice hun- 
dreds and thousands of lives to the ambition of 
one. . . . Which of these two laws will ultimately 
prevail God alone knows. 

The whole civilized world observes with 
delight that the profession of medicine, in- 
cluding surgery and the profession of pub- 
lic health and sanitation, stands out dis- 
tinctly among all the intellectual oallings 
as being steadily and universally devoted 
to curing the sanguinary ills of war, al- 
leviating human sufferings from disease 
and folly, and extending for mankind the 
domain of health and happy life. These 
professions employ all the resources of 
physics, chemistry and biology for merci- 
ful ends both in peace and in war. The 
martial professions, on the other hand, em- 
ploy many scientific discoveries and inven- 
tions, originally made for peaceful uses, 
as means of destruction and death. Bid- 
ogioal science has great advantage in this 
respect over physical and chemicaL It 
can not so fnequently or easily be implied 
to evil ends. 

The development of public sanitation 
practise during the past fifty years has 
taught democratic communities important 
lessons on the just subordination of indi- 
vidual interests or rights to coUeetive in- 
terests or rights, whenever the folfilineiiit 
of individual desires imptfrils the coUeetive 
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security. Sanitary regulations often in* 
terfere with family management, the 
schooling of children, the transportation 
and seHing of perishable goods, the estab- 
lished practises of mining and manufac- 
turing corporations and df small trades- 
men, and even the personal habits of the 
private citizen. These interferences are 
sometimes abrupt and arbitrary. On the 
whole, however, this teaching has been 
wholesome in the freedom-loving nations, 
in which individualism is apt to be exag- 
gerated, and the sense of neighborliness 
and social unity needs to be quickened. 

The rapid development of public sanita- 
tion has also given important lessons on 
promptly utilizing so much as we know of 
applied science, but also modifying our 
practises rapidly whenever the subsidiary 
sciences effect an advance. Forty years 
ago the filth and fomites theory was the 
basis of sanitary practise. Municipal and 
household cleanliness are still inculcated, 
but the emphasis on them is no longer ex- 
clusive. Then, bacteria and other disease- 
producing organisms became the chief ob- 
jects of interest for sanitarians, and sani- 
tary practise was based on knowledge of 
these organisms, and study of the media 
through which they reached man, such as 
the air, water, the soil, dust, milk and 
other uncooked foods. Isolation of all 
eases of contagious disease was much in- 
sisted on. Isolation is still useful in many 
cases ; but it is not regarded to-day as the 
one effectual defense against epidemics and 
the diffusion of disease. Next, insect and 
verinin carriers were made knovm, and 
with them came in quite a new set of sani- 
tary practises — ^not a replacement but a 
large addition. Iststly, the contact theory 
of contagion, with its demonstrations that 
Uviag bacteria may be carried from one 
person to another in minute vesicles or 
droplets thrown off in coughing, sneezing, 


or any convulsive effort, and borne on the 
air, has gained general acceptance. At 
the same time, abundant proof has been 
given that pathogenic bacteria and protozoa 
develop in the bodies of many persons 
without causing any recognizable eymp- 
toms. Yet the virulence of the germs these 
persons carry may be extreme. These re- 
cent discoveries have introduced serious 
difSonlties into some departments of sani- 
tary practise. The apparently healthy 
carrier can not be isolated; for be remains 
unknown. If at any time such carriers 
and missed cases are numerous in a given 
community, isolation becomes useless, if 
not impossible. That is the ordinary con- 
dition of most American oommunitiea in 
regard to tuberculosis. Hence, baeteriol- 
ogists have before them a very useful piece 
of work in the study of human carriers of 
disease who are not sick. Meantime sani- 
tary practise is obtaining sound explana- 
tions of the occasional failure of its former 
methods of resisting epidemics, and pre- 
venting the spread of the ordinary con- 
tagious diseases. 

The principal lesson to be drawn from 
the experiences of sanitarians during the 
past fifty years is that practitioners of any 
useful art must be prompt at every stage 
of progress to make use of knowledge just 
attained, even if it be empirical and incom- 
plete, and must not linger content or satis- 
fied at any stage. This lesson is applicable 
in every modem industry and educational 
or governmental agency during either 
peace or war. 

Biologists are now realizing that bio- 
chemistry must furnish the fundamental 
knowledge of the processes which inces- 
santly go on in the healthy body, and must 
also provide the exact knowledge of those 
ohaagai in the normal processes which lead 
to disease and death. The physician and 
the sanitarian have become accustomed to 
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the beneficial use of remedies and defenses 
which ehemifitry at present can neither 
analyze nor synthesize, such, for example, 
as diphtheria antitoxin ; but they are 
aware that this condition of their art is 
unsatisfactory and ought not to be perma* 
nent. The animal body consists of well- 
known chemical substances, and its func- 
tions depend on chemical reactions. Diges- 
tion is largely a chemical process. The 
animal body consists of innumerable cells 
in great variety, each of which acts under 
chemical and physical laws. Hence the 
belief of the biologist of to-day that 
chemistry — analytical , structural and 
physical — can and will come to the aid of 
the science and art of medicine in the large 
sense, and will ultimately enable biological 
science to comprehend the vital processes 
in health and disease, and to penetrate 
what are now the secrets of life and death. 

Charles W, Eliot 


TEE BUEEAU OF FISHEEIES 
Tub annual report of the Commissioner of 
Fisheries shows that the bureau has just com- 
pleted the most successful of the forty-five 
years of its existence. The number of fish 
produced and distributed was greater, and the 
cost of production per million leas, than in 
any previous year. Fifty permanent hatdi- 
eries and seventy-six sub-hatcheries, aux- 
iliaries, and egg-collecting stations have been 
conducted and the output during the fiscal 
year 1915 was over four billion young fish 
and eggs, an increase of more than 241,000,000 
over the previous year. Plants of food fishes 
were made in every state and territory; fish 
eggs were distributed to the fish commissione 
of twenty-seven states; and consignmonts of 
eggs were sent to Porto Rico, Cuba, India, 
and Japan. The distribution of the output 
reqxiired over 146,000 miles of travel by the 
five special cars of the bureau and 491,000 
miles by detached messengers. The introduc- 
tion of the hump-back salmon of the Pacific 
coast into Maine streams, which ket year 


was an experiment, is now a reality, as many 
of these fish were taken during the summer of 
1915 in the Maine rivers; furthermore, ripe 
eggs have been taken from them — a proof of 
thorough acclimatization. The counter-ex- 
periment of transplanting the Atlantic lobster 
in- Pacific waters is still in progress. 

The Bureau of Fisheries has done and is 
doing much for the conservation and utiliza- 
tion of food fishes which have heretofore been 
wasted. Each year when the Mississippi and 
Illinois Rivers, with their various tributaries, 
overflow their banks and later recede, mil- 
lions of young fish are left stranded in tem- 
porary pools or where in a short time they 
would perish. Rescue work is, however, under- 
taken by the bureau, and in 1915 over eight 
million valuable food fish were saved and 
delivered to applicants, deposited in public 
waters, or returned to the main rivers. 

The Alaskan seals are the most valuable 
herd of wild animals ever owned by any gov- 
emraent, and the Bureau of Fisheries is their 
custodian. The revenue to tli© government 
from the seal skins — when commercial killing 
is resumed — will be very large, and efforts 
are being made to find uses for the seal car- 
casses, aside from the comparatively small 
number required by the natives for food. The 
old practise of using only the skin and wasting 
the carcass can no longer be countenanced. 
The report of the special investigators who 
went to the Pribilof Islands in 1914 to make 
a thorough study of the conditions of the seal 
herd was submitted in January, 1915, and 
presents in detail a statement not alone of the 
condition of the seal herd, but also of the fox 
and reindeer herds belonging to the govern- 
ment, and of the natives who inhabit the seal 
islands. A ne^ method of obtaining supplies 
for the Pribilof Islands was instituted in 
1914-15, and a large saving will result there- 
from. 

APPOINTMENTS AND DISMISSALS AT TEE 
UNIVEESITT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

As a result of the case of Professor Scott 
Meartiig at the Fnivetrsity of Pennsyhwaig, 
professors of the university appointed a ooait 
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mittpe to enquire into tenure of office there 
end deewbere^ and, as a result of their report, 
the trusteea hare passed amendments to the 
statutes, according to which as a rule profes- 
sors shall only be promoted or appointed in 
consultation with the departments concerned. 
It is proyided that there shall be four grades 
in the faculty: professor, assistant professor 
instructor and assistant. Professors are to be 
appointed for an indefinite term; assistant 
professors will receive a first appointment for 
three years and re-appointments for terms of 
five years; instructors and assistants will be 
appointed for one year. The section dealing 
with the removal of a professor or assistant 
professor follows : 

A professor or an assistant professor shall be 
removed by the board of trustees only after a con^ 
ference between a committee, consisting of one 
representative from each of the faculties in the 
university (such representatives being chosen by 
the faculty of which the representative is a metn- 
ber) and a committee of equal number from the 
board of trustees, at which conference the provost 
shall preside, and upon a report from such oon* 
ference to the board of trustees for consideration 
and action by them. 

TBS FAK-AHSRICAN SCIENTIFIC COff- 
QBESS 

As part of the second Pan-American Scien- 
tific Congress a number of receptions have 
been arranged, including the following: 

December SO. 4:80 to 7 p.M. Beception by the 
president of the congress, the Ambassador of 
Chile, Benor Don Eduardo Suares Mujlca, at the 
Chilean Embassy, 1013 Sixteenth St. 

December SO. 9 P.U. Beception tendered by 
the secretary and board of regents of the Smith- 
sonian Institution to the members of the congress. 

December 81, 8:30 p.m. Theater party by the 
decretary of State and ITnited States delegation 
to the I^tin-American delegations at the New Na- 
tional Theater. Other miembeTs of the congress 
are requested to mahe their reservations at ones 
with the management of the theater. 

January 1. 9 p.m, Beception by the Opvennlng 
Board of the Pan-AmeruBan Union to membere of 
the congress at the Pan-American Union. 

January 8. 8 to 6 r.M. Beception tendered to 
ihe uunnbarv of the congress by the president and 
offleets of the Cosmos dub. 


January 3. 8 p.m. The members of the Sec- 
ond Pan-American Scientific Congress will be the 
guests of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science on the occasion of a special 
meeting to be held in Memorial Continental Hall. 

January 4. 9 p.m. The trustees of the Car- 

negie Institution of 'Washington (16th and P 
Sts.) will tender a reception to the members of 
the congress. 

January 7. Friday night the President will give 
a reception to members of the congress at the 
White House. 

January 8. Saturday night (hour to be an- 
nounced). The Secretary of State and the United 
States delegation will give a banquet to the mem- 
bers of the congress at the Pan-American Union. 


SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS 

Tiierk is published in this issue of ScilSKOfl 
the address given at Columbus by Dr. Charles 
W. Eliot, the retiring president of the Ameri- 
can Association for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence. We hope to publish in subsequent issues 
other addresses given before the association 
and the other scientific societies meeting dur- 
ing convocation week, together with accounts 
of their proceedings. 

Pbofkssor iL I. Pupm, of Columbia Uni- 
versity, has been elected president of the New 
York Academy of Sciences. 

Dr. W. P. Hay, of the U. S. National Mu- 
seum, was elected president of the Biological 
Society of Washington at the annual meeting 
held in December. 

Da. Fiutz Haber, director of the Kaiser 
Wilhelm Institute for Physiology, and Dr. 
Karl Bosch, of the Baden Anilin Factory, have 
received honorary doctorates from the BLarU- 
ruhe Technical School. 

Dft. Ludwig Eadlkofer, professor of botany 
at Munich, who is now in his eighty-sixth 
year, has celebrated the sixtieth anniversary 
of his doctorate. 

Da. Paul Bartsoh and Dr. J. N. Eose have 
been selected as delegate and alternate to rep- 
resent the Biological Socieiy^ of Washington 
at the Pan-American Scientific Congress. 

AoooaiHNO to the BulUtin of the Asaearieui 
Geographioal Society a letter received from 
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Carl Lumholtz, dated Batayia, Java, August 
6, 1915, said that his plans for leaving Borneo 
with a party, about the middle of 1914, for ex- 
ploration iu Butch New Guinea along the 
Digul River and among the interior islands 
had been defeated on account of the war. He 
was about ready to start when the governor- 
general informed him that he could not ful£ll 
his promise to provide facilities until after 
the war. The explorer then visited India, 
where he spent seven months, chiefly at Be- 
nares. When he wrote, he was preparing for 
an expedition to central Borneo, the govern- 
m&at supplying him with a photographer, two 
men to collect the zoological specimens and a 
small escort of soldiers. His destination was 
the mountainous region between the two 
northwestern tributaries of the Barito River, 
which empties into the Java Sea at the city 
of Banjermasin. He expected to start on 
August 14 and to return to Batavia in Febru- 
ary or March next, when he hopes to be able 
to set out on his New Guinea explorations. 

President Charles W. Dabney, of the 
University of Cinciimati, spoke last week 
before the Cincinnati section of the American 
Chemical Society, on Reminiscences of 
Cincinnati Chemists,” This meeting of two 
days celebrated the twenty-fifth annivePBary 
of the founding of the section. 

‘^Thb Scientific Work Developed by Dr. 
Nef ” is the title of an address made in Chi- 
cago by Professor Lauder W. Jones of the 
University of Cincinnati on December 17, 
before the Chicago section of the American 
Ohesuioal Society. The meeting was a mem- 
orial in honor of the late Professor J. W. Neff 
of the University of Chicago. Dr. Jones was 
a student and later a colleague of Dr. Nef in 
the University of Chicago. 

On the initiative of the American Institu- 
tion of Mining Engineers and the American 
Mining Congress, there will bo held in Wash- 
ington on January 15, a meeting of delegates 
from a number of scientific sooieties to ar- 
range plans for a memorial to Dr. Joseph A. 
Holmes with a special view to favoring the 
ideals that he advanced for the increased 


safety of the mining and metalluzgioal work- 
ers and for Ihe conservation of the mineral 
and natural resources of the United States. 

De. Rudolph A. Witthaub, known for his 
work in chemistry and toxicology, who died on 
Deoember 19, leaves most of bis estate of more 
than $150,000 to the New York Academy of 
Medicine. Dr. Witthaus left to the Academy 
of Medicine all his books and the estate for 
the benefit of the library. 

Professor Arthur Willums WaiaHT, 
professor of experimental physics at Yale from 
1872 until his retirement as xirofessor emeritus 
in 1906, died on Deoember 19 at his home in 
New Haven, in his eightieth year. 

Sm Henry Enfield Bosoob, the distin- 
guished chemist, emeritus professor in the 
University of Manchester, has died at his home 
in Surrey, aged eighty-two years. 

A PRESS despatch from iAibany says that 
Governor Whitman has endorsed the work of 
Dr. Hermann M. Biggs, head of the State 
Department of Health, by approving practic- 
ally all the requests for health extension work 
laid out for the coming fiscal year. Dr. Biggs 
has submitted requests for appropriations 
amounting to $826,525, as against $880,775 ex- 
pended this year. The increased expenditures 
provided are largely for the departmental lab- 
oratories and for expert service. 

Aooordinq to a telegram from Chicago to 
the daily papers, the XUinois supreme court 
has upheld the decision of the appellate court 
and ordered the removal of the present board 
of directors of the American Medical Asaooia- 
tion. The decision is rendered in the suit 
filed five yearq ago by Dr. G. Prank lydston, 
of Chicago, who claimed the affairs of the as- 
sociation were controlled by an oligarchy. Be 
attempted to prevent Dr. George H. Sim- 
mons, of Chicago, then secretary of the asso- 
ciation, from holding three offices at once. 
Under the ruling of the court, members of the 
present board of directors Were elected ille- 
gally, inasmuch as the association was ihoor- 
porated under a charter from DMooia aod 
therefore must hold its meetings ixt that Stcita 
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Db. E, T* Cbane, editor of Ch$micai Ab~ 
BirekcU, writes to members of the American 
Ohamical Society that Chemical AhatracU hoa 
reached a critical stage in its development* a 
oolleotive index being needed. The foreign 
chemical abatraot joumals publish either 
five-year or ten-year indexes. The adoption 
of a similar policy by Chemical Ahsiracta ia 
essential if its value as a permanent record is 
not to be gradually lost The completion of 
the tenth volume is the logical occasion for 
the appearance of the first collective index* 
Since the resources of the society are not suffi- 
cient to meet tlie needs of this expensive 
undertaking* it is necessary that at least a 
large part of the cost be guaranteed by advance 
subscriptions* 

The publication is announced of a quar- 
terly Journal of Cancer Research, the official 
organ of the American Association for Can- 
cer Itesearch* to be edited by Hichard Weil, 
Oornoll University Medical School. The other 
members of the editorial committee are ; 
Joseph 0. Bloodgood, The Johns Hopkins 
University; Leo Loeb, Washington Univer- 
sity; Ernest E, Tyzzer, Harvard University; 
H. Gideon Wells, University of Chicago, and 
William H. Woglotn, Columbia University. 

VmVERSlTT ANI> MDVCAT20NAL mWB 

It ia now said that the estate left by Amos 
R. Eno is likely to amount to $16,000,000. 
Provided the will filed for probate on October 
28 stands, in the face of the contest being 
made by Mr* Eno^e next of kin, Columbia 
University’s share of the estate will be about 
$7,000,000. 

Qwnnell Collbob has received $60,000 from 
an anonymoiis donor in the east- The college 
is conducting a campaign for new endowment 
and buildings. Recently a parcel of land in 
Kansas City, valued at $150,000, was turned 
over to the college for the purpose of financing 
the start of a new men’s dormitory system. 
The alimmi of the college are raising funds 
for a new recitation building, the construction 
of which will be commenced next spring, 
which will cost in the neighborhood of $250,000. 

A 66(Hrow locomotive has been presented 
hy the Illmois Central Railroad Company to 


the University of Illmois* The university 
will use its new possession for instructional 
purposes and also for research wOrh in its 
locomotive testing laboratory* 

The staff of the departments of physiology 
and biochemistry of the Fordham Universi^ 
School of Medicine has been reorganized and 
is now made up as follows: Lewis William 
Fetzor, Ph.D., M.8,, professor of physiology 
and biochemistry; Gijorge F, Sheedy, Ph.B., 
M.S., assistant professor of physiology ; Carl P. 
Sherwin, M.S., Ph.S., assistant professor of 
biochemistry; John Allen Killian, A.B*, A.M., 
instructor in physiology and biochemistry* 

At a recent meeting the trustees of the 
University of Illinois promoted Dr. Trygve D. 
Yenson, in recognition of his work on the 
magnetic properties of iron and iron alloys. 


DISCUSSION AND COKRESPONDENCE 
A GALAPAGOS TOUTOlSB 

A PEW facts of interest in regard to the 
Galapagos tortoise Testudo vicina Gunther, 
are hereby submitted as they have a bearing 
on the growth of a family which heretofore was 
briieved to progress very slowly. 

On April 20, 1914, we received by express 
from Riverside, Cal., a dead tortoise weighing 
460 pounds. This specimen was brought from 
the Galapagos Islands in 1900 by Edmund 
Heller, who later accompanied Colonel Roose- 
velt on his African trip, and weighed at time 
of its capture in 1899 only 29 pounds. 

It was taken to the home ranch at Riverside, 
Oal., where it died April 18, 1914, 

Its death was reported to Edmund Heller, at 
Washington, who immediately donated it to 
the Museum of History, Science and Art, 
Exposition Park, Los Angeles, Cal. 

The specimen itself was not only mounted 
but the entire skeleton was installed as a sepa- 
rate exhibit, the two forming a striking addi- 
tion to the science wing of the museum. 

The following extracts from Edmund 
Heller’s letter in regard to the tortoise are of 
especial interest: 

It is a real pleasure to learn from you that the 
Galapagos tortoise which you have recently re- 



934 


SCIENCE 


[K. 8. Voi^ XUI. No. lOM 


ceived from my brothor ot Kirerside has mot with 
so much approciation at the hfuseum of His^ 
to 27 f Science and Art, The tortoise was a partic- 
ular pet of mine, although a very stupid one. At 
Biverslde during his residence of fourteen years 
he entertained a large number of visitors annually 
and was locally well known, I anticipated a very 
long life for the tortoise, at least a century, and 
his untimely death has been a great disappoint- 
ment. The following data concerning the speci- 
men will doubtless be of interest to you. 

I found him in June, 1899, at Iguana Cove, 
Albemarle Island, Galapagos Islands. At the time 
of his capture he weighed 29 pounds, and was, I 
presume, not much over a year old. He was car- 
ried on the schooner, where he lived on the deck 
with several adult tortoises and fed on Opwttio cac- 
tus until we reached San Pedro Harbor. At River- 
side he grew at a rapid pace during the drst few 
years and doubled his weight annually— -at the 
time of his death 1 should judge he was not over 
eixteen or seventeen years of age. 

Mr. Hitmars, of the reptile department of the 
New York Zoological Park, states that several of 
his giant tortoises have died of indammation of 
the kidneys, doe to resting on damp soil, and this 
may doubtless explain the death of my specimen 
at Riverside. 

You will find this tortoise referred to in a 
paper on ‘^The Reptiles of the Galapagos Is- 
lands’' by me published in tho Proceedings of the 
Washington Academy of Soiences, February, 1903, 
Vol. 5, page 52. 

There is no record of its size at time of 
capture, except as to weight, which was 29 
pounds. At the time of its death it weighed 
460 poiinds and its carcass measured 41 inches 
long, 81 wide and 21 high. Mr. William 
Heller, who had personal care of the tortoise 
for many years, writes me that it thrived won- 
derfully on a diet of spineless cactus, milk- 
weed, melons, oranges, etc. 

Frank S. Daooett 

Museum of Histoev, Science and Abt, 

Los ANOEiiEs, Calif. 

TWO PABTUL-ALBINO aiRDS 

On the first three days in October, in and 
near Webster Park, Orono, Hfe., there was ob- 
served a partial-albino robin (Jlfarula miffra^- 
iorta). I examined it carefully with a field- 
glass. The white feathers are remiges, form- 


ing a white patch in each wing when the bird 
is standing. When the bird flies the flattoring 
white wing feathers give it a striking and 
beautiful appearance which must attract the 
attention even of the layman. In the kft 
wiifg the white quills include all the longest 
primaries and extend far enough I think to 
number 12 or 13 all told. Among the lesser 
coverts of the left wing appear also two white 
spots, each apparently formed by the tip of a 
single feather. In the right wing the position 
of the white quills is difierent: the longest 
primaries (5 of them, I judge) appear per- 
fectly normal; these are followed by about 7 
white remiges. So far as I could see, the bird 
is in all other respects quite normal. The 
white terminal spots on the outer tail feathers 
are conspicuous, but not abnormally so. The 
white of the belly does not extend so far for- 
ward as I have seen it on some normal speci- 
mens. The white markings on the head, and 
the very narrow edgings of the breast feathers 
are us usual. The red of the breast is, I judge, 
both brighter and darker than the average. 
The bird is tame, frequents door-yards, and 
ought to be seen by other observers on its 
migration. To shoot such a bird and set up 
its skin in a museum is a wanton destruction 
of scientific material; if taken at all it should 
be taken alive and used for breeding. 

On October 3, in Old Town, Me., I saw a 
partial-albino house sparrow (PasBer domes- 
ticus), the white being in great masses on the 
wings, so that in flight this individual looks 
somewhat like a snowflake. In many years of 
bird observation I never saw another house 
sparrow with such an extensive albinism as 
this one. Wallaob; Oraiq 

UNiVEESitT OF Maine 

anopheles pskudopunotipennis 
In the article entitled “The R51e of Ano- 
pheles fm^nctipennis Say in the Transmission 
ai Malaria,” which appeared in the issue of 
SoiBNOB for Becgember 17, 1915, an unfortu- 
nate error occurs. In discussing the work nf 
Dupree and Hnab’s comments thereon it wes 
stated that the latter was inclined to Wieve 
that the experiments had been conducted with 
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A» puncHpennia. This term should have been 
A* p$eudopunciipenms, which in fact is a spe- 
oies quite distinct from the punctipennU with 
which Dr. Dupree worked. W. V. Kino 


SCIENTIFIC BOOKS 

Scientific and Applied Pharmacognosy in^ 
tended for the Use of Siudente in Pharmacy, 
ae a Handbook for Pharmacists and as a 
Reference Book for Food and Drug Analysis 
and Pharmacologisis, By Henry Kraemer, 
professor of botany and pharmocognosy in 
the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. One 
vol., pp, viii, 857, with over 300 plates com- 
prising about 1,000 figures. Published by 
the author, 145 North lOth St., Philadelphia. 
The writer well remembers the Manual of 
Materia Medica ” which was used at the Phila- 
delphia College of Pharmacy as text in the 
middle of the eighties. Its author had gone 
beyond the mere description of the gross char- 
acteristics of the crude drugs and, following 
Qermaii example, had added LupenbUder to 
his text. For the rest, it was a compilation of 
names and synonyms of plants, of constitu- 
ents and properties, with a purely technical 
description of the part used as drug. It con- 
tained the bare facts which the student was ex- 
pected to commit to memory. For review 
purposes, the student fell back on a booklet 
composed of synoptical tables. In justice to 
Professor Maisch it should be said that his 
personality and even his lectures were much 
more interesting than his text. Indeed, to the 
student who attended college with a real de- 
sire to improve himself, Professor Maisch was 
one of the principal incentives to aspire to 
highei^ ideals. 

With even more vividness, the writer re- 
members a meeting of the Scientific Section 
of the American Phannaoeutical Association 
at which the author of the treatise under re- 
view read a paper on the teaching of pharma- 
cognosy. Always sincere in what he presents 
and fun of enthusiasm of his mission, the 
speaker carried away his audience, which ap- 
parently iAt that a new day had dawned in 
pharmaceutical pedagogy. 

H Bastin had already gone a step farmer 


than Maisch, his successor seemed to feel that 
pharmacognosy was to be made an exact sci- 
ence by the histological study of drugs. His 
ambition was to drill his students so that, even 
in their dreams, they might recognize the frag- 
ments of tissues found in a mixed powder of 
several drugs and ther^jy identify the com- 
ponents. This was a highly ambitious pro- 
gram, the attainment of which might be real- 
ized by a few experts who had spent their lives 
in work of this kind, but was scarcely to be 
hoped for on part of the undergraduates. 
Moreover, such a course, even without the pos- 
sible hope of attainment, is just as highly 
technical as the text of Maisch’s “ Manual/’ 
Neither should be the goal of the teacher of 
pharmacognosy. Fortunately for the teaching: 
of pharmacognosy in the United States, Pro-^ 
feesor Kraemor, not many years later, re- 
pudiated his own i)Osition and came out boldly 
for the mastering of a few fundamental prin- 
ciples as opposed to the grind of a lot of 
technical detail, 

The statutory definition of pharmacy and 
phannacology by the department of education 
of the state of New York is exceedingly un- 
fortunate and reveals, as well as any single 
incident may, the arbitrariness of educational 
standardization. It was not to be expected 
that a representative of the P. C. P. would be 
unduly influenced by legislation at Albany, 
yet wo are grateful for the use of the word 
pharmacognosy rather than pharmacology as 
the characteristic word in the title. Both 
words mean etymologically the same, both 
stand for what may be regarded the same sci- 
ence, yet, whereas pharmacology represents the 
medical viewpoint, pharmacognosy represents 
that of the pharmacist. Both pharmacologist 
and pharmacognocist deal practically with the 
same sTibject-matter, but the point of empha- 
sis of each naturally differs according to his 
professional viewpoint. The student of 
pharmacology wants to know about the vege- 
table origin of his drugs, he must know some- 
thing about their chemical constituents, but 
the point of emphasis is that of physiological 
action. Wherever possible, it is the animal 
experiment that engages his attention as pro- 
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apeotire physician. As prosi)ecti7e pharma- 
oist, the student of pharmacognosy wants to 
know that cinchona is a febrifuge, but he 
d)ould know primarily what alkaloids are 
contained in cinchona bark and should have 
eTCperienoe in tho chemical assay for total 
alkaloids as well as for quinine. He should 
be posted on the botanical charaoteristios, both 
macroscopic and microscopic, of the drug and 
learn how to make the medicinal preparations 
and the reasons for a given method of prep- 
aration. Thus the students of medicine and 
pharmacy, in studying the same subject- 
matter, should have their subject presented 
from supplementary, not identical, viewpoints, 
so tliat later, as medical and phannaoeutical 
practitioners, their combined knowledge and 
experience may prove to the greater advantage 
of suffering mankind. 

Both dasses of students, however, should 
get something more than mere technioal in- 
formation out of these two courses. The men- 
tal discipline that should come from all scien- 
tific study should not be denied them. More- 
over, the humanizing aspect should receive due 
attention. This is particularly true of the 
study of pharmacognosy. Possibly no science 
touches mankipd at more points than does 
pharmacognosy. From the crude drug bale, 
with its interesting commercial history and 
even romance, to the working out of the struc- 
ture of its physiologically active organic con- 
stituent and its administration, so many phases 
of human activity are involved that pharma- 
cognosy may be regarded as one of the best 
examples of what may possibly be designated 
the modem scientific humanities. 

In his Phi Beta Kappa address at Johns 
Hopkins the editor of Boiknob made the fol- 
lowing statement: 

That education is liberal which enlarges the 
sympathies and emphasizes onr common interests, 
not that which forms an exclusive clique. On the 
whole the sciences in their application to human 
life seem more likely to form an adequate basis 
for a common culture than the dead languages. 

This is certainly true of pharmacognosy. 
Teachers of history have gone beyond the mere 
history of wars and warring dynasties, they 
hare even gone beyond the history of institu- 


tions and are touching upon certain phases bf 
art as expressions of the evolution of man, but 
possibly not one has realised that the revolu- 
tion in chemistry, bronght about by Lavoisier, 
was possibly as important to mankind as the 
French political revolution, as a victim of 
which the great scientist was guillotined. 
Flueckiger was possibly the first to emphasioe 
the humanizing aspects of pharmacognosy. 
In his “ Handbuch der Pharmacognosiet,’* 
Tsohiroh carried out the ideas of his master 
in word and picture, as might be expected of 
an artist of the camera as well as of the pen. 

Compared with the masterpiece of the en- 
thusiast in Bern, Henry Kraemer^s “ Scientific 
and Applied Pharmacognosy^^ falls short to 
such an extent that the two are not to be re- 
garded in the same class either as to scope or 
as to execution. One grave mistake, however, 
which Tschirch mode, Kraemer has avoided. 
Though Tschiroh had been teaching phar- 
macognosy for a life time from the point of 
view of tho botanist, when it came to the pub- 
lication of his manuscript he adopted a chem- 
ical basis of classification of the material. 
Thus the attempt to place his work on what he 
apparently regarded a more scientific basis re- 
sulted in pseudo-science. Kraemer more for- 
tunately arranges his material according to 
families. 

A detailed criticism of a work like this does 
not seem called for in a journal like SoiBKOE. 
Errors of statement can, no doubt, be found 
by any specialist who looks for them in his 
particular field. If the reader of this review 
will take the trouble to compare the text- and 
handbook under consideration with Tsehiroh’a 
** Handbuch,’^ still in the process of appearing 
in Lieferungen, he need not be told why the 
German mastci)>iece would not do as a text- 
book; nor need the inferiority in text, illustra- 
tion and general make-up of the new American 
text be pointed out. One point, however, is 
noteworthy as a curious omission. Among the 
works consulted, the author in bis preface does 
not even mention Tschirch, or his pi^ecessom 
Flueckiger and Hanbury. 'Vniile, so far as 
illustrations are ooncemed> the author has ap- 
parently endeavored to impart to his treatise 
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what iBay ba regarded as a laudable Aiaericau 
aspe^ it can soarocly be thought possible that 
he has not consulted, and consulted freely, 
eveiy fascicle of Tachirch’s ^‘Handbuch’’ as 
it has been issued from the press. Though the 
present unf ortvuiate war is teaching us how 
derelict we have been in making ourselyes inde- 
pendent of Europe, ao f ar as vegetable drugs 
are concerned, yet the pharmacognooiat, above 
all, should ever be mindful of the inscription 
on the Mueokiger medal: Scientia non unvua 
popttii sed orbis terrarum, E. K. 

Practical Oil Geology* By Dorsey Haobr. 

McGraw-Hill, New York, 1916. Pp. xii + 

141 ; figs. 76, three being full page, and one 

plate. $2.00 net. 

This handy pocket book puts the stock-in- 
trade of the petroleum geologist and engineer 
before the petroleum investor in a way that 
invites iriendship. Further, it lays sound 
ideas of applied structural and stratigraphioal 
geology before a class which is glad to sub- 
stitute such revelations for the luck ” of the 
oil (or water) wisardL 

While the space is so small as to call for 
brevity at the expense at times of cleameas, 
the numerous excellent cuts — most of them 
evidently the author’s— more than bslanoe in 
field ingenuity and the applications of pure 
geology what may be wanting in the way of 
academic clarity of statement. 

Only two or three proof errors appear in the 
text proper. An early second edition for so 
good a book on a timely subject seems sure, 
and in the reappearance no doubt there will be 
weeded out such oversights as : ** I^eous 
rocks, or volcanios,” p. 28; a level line in the 
plane of the horizontal,” p, 71 ; curved axis,” 
fig. 50 and p. 86; Ooznanohean equivalent to 
the whole Mesozoic, p. 86. Certainly the errors 
in Table XI. will not be recopied, nor perhaps 
ti>at in averaging the viscosity of Oklahoma 
oils, especially the unfair inclusion of the high 
viscosity from Wheeler, Table VI. Conven- 
ience would be served by referring to a figure 
on a definite page rather than, say, "(See Fig. 
19, Chapter HI.).” 

Useful adaptations for the layman are; Geo- 


logical Names (Xetup) ; Mathematical TaUes 
(Hayes); Tests for Oil (Woodruff); Favor- 
able and Unfavorable Indications for Oil 
(Craig) ; Definitions of Formation and Mem- 
ber (Snyder). Other tables and data will serve 
more technical needs, and the cuts will doubt- 
less be freely drawn upon by other authors. 

The neat and convenient get-up, and strong, 
leather binding are characteristic of these 
publishers. Charles T. Kirk 

State UNivEaeiTT, 

Albuquxboux, New Mexico 


8TEC1AL ASTICLES 

ox THE RELATIVE NUMBERS OF RHIZOPODS AND 
FLAGELLATES IN THE FAUNA OF SOILS 

The investigations ui)on the protozoan 
fauna of the soil and its interrelations with 
the bacterial fiora therein contained has opened 
a new field of exploration and suggested a new 
line of attack for the problem of “ sick soils.” 
The work of Bussell and Hutchinson and 
their school indicates that the constituents of 
the protozoan fauna, notably the amosbas, af- 
fect appreciably the bacterial content of the 
soils they inhabit, and thus impinge upon 
some of the problems of fertility. This line 
of evidence has stimulated many preliminary 
investigations into the extent, distribution 
and qualitative make-up of the protozoan 
fauna of the soil. In many cases these at- 
tempts at the qualitative determination of 
these organisms have gone no farther than to 
record the relative numbers of the individuals 
belonging to the groups of rhizopods, flagel- 
lates and ciliates, with occasional question- 
able identifications of a few genera or more 
rarely still of species. The purely preliminary 
status of such investigations is readily in- 
ferred by those familiar with the fields of bac- 
teriology, immunity and protozoology. Valid 
conclusions here can rest only upon a knowl- 
edge of the fauna which extends to on accu- 
rate determination of the species concerned 
and of their feeding habits or symbiotic re- 
lationships to the bacterial fiora, which may be 
even more subtle than the gross phage of food 
relations. 

One naturally recalls in this connection the 
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Bimilarities of Entamcsha coli LoBch and E, 
dt/sefiieria Oouncilinan and Lofieur^ and their 
long-atanding oonfuaion in the biological and 
medical literature, notwithstanding the very 
profound differences between them in their 
relations to their human host, the one a harm* 
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less parasite, the other a serious factor in dis- 
ease, The conquest of amcebic dysentery was 
conditioned by the discovery of the differences 
between these two species, and the relations 
of each to their common host. 

The relationship of Eniamesia hucedlia to 
Exggs^ disease, or pyorrhea, is not only a prob- 
lem in parasitism, but probably one also of the 
commensal relationship of this ammba and the 
bacterial flora of the gingival abscesses. 

The remarkable and unique protozoan 
fauna of the first and second stomachs of the 
03^ and other ruminants is composed of not 
less than 6 genera and 24 species living to- 
gether in closest proximity in a common 


medium, but their relationEdups to it are not 
uniform. One species of the genUs, Di^odUn^ 
ium ecat$daiwnj is, for example, exclusively a 
bacterial feeder (see Sharp, 1914), while 
others in the same genus feed indieoriminately 
on other components of stomach contents 

Iiideed it is not impossible that, as in the 
case of pathogenic protosoa and bacteria, 
there will be found to be strains or pure lines 
within the ^ecies, whose ecological relation- 
ships may be so diflarent among themselves as 
to load to divergent conclusions regarding the 
species. 

These facts lead to the inference that the 
mass treatment of the protozoan fauna of the 
soil without regard to its component species 
will tend to obscure and confuse its relation- 
ship to the bacterial and other flora, to the 
chemical conditions related thereto, and to the 
problem of sick soils and of fertility. 

In a recent survey of the literature on the 
protozoa of the soil I have been struck by the 
great divergence of results at the hands of 
diflerent investigators as to the nature and 
extent of the protozoan fauna discovered by 
direct examination and by culture methods. To 
the student of the ecology of the protozoa this 
divergence is to be expected in view of what 
is known of the seasonal fluctuations in num- 
bers and kinds of protozoa in the population 
of reservoirs, ponds, lakes and streams. Ad- 
jacent bodies of water may have a very differ- 
ent seasonal history in these respects as 1 have 
shown (1904, 1908) with regard to the plank- 
ton of the Illinois Eiver. Furthermore these 
minute organisms are very sosoeptible to in- 
finitesimally small doses of oertain ntitxersl 
salts, notably copper sulphata A treatment 
of a reservoir with this uii to the amount of 
only one part to ten milMon by weight will 
compktdy kill out most flatfoUates having 
chlorophyll in an# of its forms in their organi- 
zation and result ^ a total reorganisation of 
the microfauna anm^ microflora of the body of 
water thus tinted, which persists lor several 
months at least Add to sesfonal fluetoa^ 
tions in heat and moisture and the local dif- 
ferences in chemical oompotdtkm, the access 
of adventitious substances in rainfall, tittsge, 
fertilizers, flood waters and seepage, and it Is 
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Bot fttranire that the protozoan fauna lacks 
uniformity* The chemical decompositions in 
the soil itself^ its gaseous content, the antag- 
onisms of certain salts, the demands upon the 
soil by its superterranean flora, the fluctuating 
bacteria and molds, the ravages of nematodes 
and the toxin and excreta of all of the organ- 
isms living tlierein and thereon, all form a 
part of the agencies potent in modifying, stim- 
ulating or depressing the protozoan fauna as a 
whole, and its several elements differentially. 

One of the principal points brought out by 
recent investigations has been the relative 
numbers of flagellates and amoebaa, the main 
interest centering in the latter because of 
their possible action as bacterophages of bac- 
teria active in flxation of atmospheric nitro- 
gen. The late C. H. Martin, whoso death at 
the Dardanelles is an irreparable loss to the 
science of protozoology, has shown ( 1912 ) 
that one flagellate, Monas termo Ehrbg., is as- 
sociated with the occurrence of certain ^^sick 
soils ” in Great Britain, but little precise work 
has been done as yet elsewhere upon the flagel- 
lates of the soil. 

Two papers published recently are typickl 
of the divergences of results with respect to 
the relative abundance of amosbas and flagel- 
lates in the normal fauna of soils. Oauda and 
Sangiorgi (1914) in soils from rice localities 
find that amoebas are the prevailing forms, 
were present in all localities, and were ex- 
ceeded in numbers by the flagellates in one 
case only. Flagellates together with the cili- 
ates were sometimeB entirely absent. On the 
other hand, Sherman (1914) concludes that the 
active protoxoan inhabitants of most soils are 
probabfy restricted to the flagellates, that they 
constitute the greater portion of the protozoan 
fauna of the soil, and that the anuSlm do not 
ordinarily occur in numbers nearly as great ae 
do the flagellates. Both of these conclusions 
may wdl be comet for iko ooiU oseaminod, but 
1 wish to eite facts which neoesiitate caution 
in making sweeping oondtisioxis from such 
data and to set forth a new factor not as yet 
oonsi^ed, in so far as 1 oin infer from the 
literature, by any iinreatigator of soil proto- 
zoa. The absence of its consideration tends 
to weidcen or possibly even to vitiate conclu- 


sions as to relative numbers of amoebae and 
flagellates. 

Certain investigations carried on in my 
laboratory by Dr. Charlie W. Wilson (1918) 
on the life history of a soil ameeba have a di- 
rect and, it seems, an important bearing on 
this problem of the seeming relative numbers 
of amoebaa and flagellate& I use the term 
" seeming ” advisedly for the investigations 
prove that the common soil omoaba, Nceyleria 
gruieri (Schardinger), has a biflagellate 
phase, and euflagellates and exflagellates 
rather quickly on slight provocation under the 
conditions of laboratory culture. Not only do 
single individuals undergo these transforma- 
tions but the whole mass of the culture may do 
80 . The bearing of this fact upon the re- 
ported difference in tlie flagellate and rhizopod 
components of the protozoan fauna of the soil 
is self-evident. 

This amesba (Fig. 1) is a small organism 
(S fi to SO ^) with one broad blunt pseudo- 
podium or sometimes several blunt ones, and 
one subcentral nucleus. When it enflagel- 
lates the karyosome sends out a chromatic 
process (Fig. 2) which traverses the nuclear 
membrane, forms a marginal blepharoplast, 
and emerges as two long flagella (Figs. 3, 4). 
The body assumes a rigid asymmetrically 
curved shape and the organism swims away in 
the typical spiral course. When it cxflagel- 
lates the flagella shorten and thicken and re- 
treat into the cytoplasm and the blepharoplast 
returns to the karyosome within the nucleus. 
It takes about 70 minutes for a culture of 
amoebas to become one of flagellates, while the 
reverse process is somewhat longer and less 
uniformly followed by the individuals in the 
cultures. The addition of water, or fresh cul- 
ture medium (Altered and sterilized soil and 
manure infusion) or the access of air, tends 
to induce enflagcllation, but exflagellation is 
less definite in response to their opposites. 
Fission, budding, encystment, exeystment and 
chromidial extrusion occur frequently and 
rather quickly. 

These processes and the flagellate stage are 
evidently adaptive phenomena fitting this or- 
ganism to a life in the soil with its vioissi- 
tudes of fluctuating food supply, alternations 
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of drouth axid moisture, and changing chem- 
ical and physical conditions. 

This asaaoeba was recovered by Wherry 
(1019) from the water-supply of the adjacent 
city of Oakland, California, but it is pri- 
marily, in our experience, a soil ammba, found 
in undisturbed alluvial soil along Strawberry 
Canon on our campus, in garden soils and ap- 
pears to have its maximum abundance at a 
depth of about four inches, though It was also 
recovered on our campus from clay and rock 
talus in situ in the sides of the excavation for 
the Sather Campanile to a depth of over 
twenty feet. It has also been found in cul- 
tures from various ranch soils from the cen^* 
tral valleys of California. 

It is not distinguishable by any morpholog- 
ical characters from a species described by 
Schardinger (1889) as Amoeba Oruheri from 
human feces in a case of dysentery at Vienna, 
Austria. There is evidence that this author 
used pure culture methods. It is possible, 
however, that the cysts might have taken in 
food or water and have passed intact through 
the digestive tract and then have been recov- 
ered from the feces in the culture, but con- 
tamination from dust or water are equally 
open as possibilities. All of these facts taken 
together lead to the inference that this amoeba, 
Nmgleri gruberi (Schardinger), may have a 
wide distribution in the soil and to be cosmo- 
politan in its occurrence. If this proves to be 
the case, or if other amesba of the soil have 
similar flagellated stages, it is obvious that 
future investigations of the relative distribu- 
tion of omcabas and flagellates in the soil 
should be so conducted as to avoid the compli- 
cations in interpretation and conclusions in- 
volved in the Jekyll-and-Hyde life history of 
this organism. 
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THE NATIVE HABITAT OF SPONOOSPOEA 
BUBTSR&ANIU 

The discovery of Spongospora subierraneaf 
the powdery scab organism, on Tooent impor- 
tations of potatoes from Pern by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has fumiahed important 
evidence bearing on the question of the origin 
of this parasite. Spongospora ia widely dis- 
tributed in Europe and within the last three or 
four years has established itself in sermal 
widely separated localities in the United 
States and Canada, but the problem of Its 
origin has remained xmsolved. 

KunkePs^ recent work on 8pongo»pora has 
demonstrated that a very intimate rebtion 
exists between the host odls and the parasHa. 

iKuakel, L. O., Coatributioa to the X4fs 
History of Spongospora eubterroMa/* Jgur. cf 
Agr, Research, 4: 265-278, Pis. ICX3CIZ.-<XLm.> 
1916. 
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The bitter does not cause a rapid destruction 
of host tissue such as is seen in many cases of 
recently established parasitism, but rather pro- 
duces a temporary consenration of the host 
cdls followed by their gradual destruction, in 
short, the type of development to be expected 
in parasitism of long standing. Hence we 
may safely conclude that the association of 
Spongospora and the potato is an ancient one, 
and we should therefore naturally look for the 
original home of powdery scab in some very 
early habitat of the potato. In 1891 Lager* 
heim* collected 8pong<^pora in Quito, Eo- 
tiador, and stated that the disease was well 
known in that region, but he gave no evidence 
bearing on the question as to whether it had 
long existed there or had been recently intro- 
duced, possibly from Europe, where it has been 
known to exist since 1841. Evidence on this 
question is now at hand. 

Mr. O. P. Oook, of the Bureau of Plant In- 
dustry, recently returned from South America, 
bringing specimens of a large number of na- 
tive varieties of potato from Peru. When 
these collections were examined by the under- 
signed pathological inspectors of the Federal 
Horticultural Board at Washington, about one 
third of the tubers were found to be alFected 
with powdery scab. Their identification of the 
organism has been verified by Mr, C. W. Car- 
penter of the Bureau of Plant Industry. The 
diseased tubers came from the eastern slope of 
the Andes, all having been grown at altitudes 
of 10,000 feet or more in the regions about 
Cusco and OHantaytambo, Peru. Some of the 
infected tubers were obtained direct from the 
Adds of the Indians near the upper limit of 
potato cultivation in the PanticaUa Pass, be- 
tween the Ifrubamba and Luoumayo ToUeys, 
at an altitude of over 12,000 feet. Cook 
states that potatoes are never imported in these 
localities, only the original native rarieties 
being grown. Hence introduction of the dis- 
ease from Europe or any other foreign locality 
into this region of primitive potato-growing 
seems most improbable. Bolh host and para- 
site are apparently indigenous. 

s Lagerheiai, G. ds, ‘^Hemarks on the Fungaa of 
a Potato Scab {Spongospora solani Brunch)/* 
of Upeologg, VII., 103-304, 1892. 


Further evidence tending to show that the 
disease is native to Peru and not introduced 
is furnished by the character of the disease it- 
self as it develops on the Peruvian potatoes. 
The eori are in general smaller and shallower 
than those usually produced on most varieties 
of European or North American tubers, and 
show less destruction of host tissue, indicating 
that the disease is not of a serious nature in 
Peru. This inference is strengthened by Mr. 
Cook’s statement that the natives are not con- 
cerned over the disease, in fact do not cour 
sider it an injury. That the fungus is com- 
mon and generally distributed is proved by the 
fact that about one third of the tubers collected 
in this region showed Sponfi^ospora sori. The 
slight importance of the disease in Peru as 
compared with its greater virulence in Europe 
and North America is easily understood if 
South America is the native habitat of the 
parasite. Ancient association of the host and 
its parasite would naturally have developed a 
high degree of resistance on the part of the 
potato and have produced the balanced rela- 
tion of host and parasite so commonly seen in 
CAses of long-established parasitism. 

Tlie evidence indicates, therefore, that South 
America, which is the native habitat of the 
potato, is also the home of Spongospora, If 
so, we may add one more organism to the al- 
ready long list of parasites which are rda- 
tively unimportant in their native habitats, but 
which have developed greater virulence and 
destructive power when introduced into new 
regions, especially if in the new localities the 
host plants have been subjected to more inten- 
sive cultivation. 

The discovery of powdery scab on these 
Peruvian potatoes shows the need of very care- 
ful inspection of all imported plants and em- 
phasizes the great importance of obtaining 
healthy material for breeding or other experi- 
mental purposes. Such material should be 
entirely free from disease, even from diseases 
which are apparently of little importance in 
the native habitat of the host. 

6. R. Ltkak, 

J. T. Rogers 

, Federal Horticultural Board, 

IJi S. Department or Aoricultubb 
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COLOE EFFKOTO OP POSmVE AKD OP OATHODB RAYS 
m ESSmiTAL ATE, HYDROCUBN, HELIUM* STO. 

As is well known positire ritys haye their 
in front of the cathode* and under the 
action of the eleotric force fall toward it. If 
the cathode ia perforated the rays stream 
through and constitute the '^kanal straUen^’ 
of Goldstein. Tubes built to exhibit this phe- 
nomenon form a part of the regular equip- 
ment of nearly all collections of apparatus in- 
tended to exhibit the phenomena of electric 
discharge through gases. 

Most beautiful and striking color effects 
may be had by using hoUow cathodes^ in 
specially designed tubes containing each a 
trace of some inert gas such as helium, argon 
or neon. The color effect is striking because 
the cathode beam is of one color, while the 
positive ray beam in the same gas is of an en- 
tirely different color. The general design of 
the tubes that Dr. Jakob Kuxus and the writer 



have found best suited is shown in the accom- 
panying figure. The discharge tube is dumb- 
bell shaped. It is made of two 2 liter Florence 
flasks, M and N. The hollow cylindrical 
cathode C is mounted in the neck, while the 
anode A is jdaced in one of the bulbs. The 
cathode t^*minal C, the nipple p for exhaust- 
ing, and the charcoal bulb B are all attached 
to one vertioal tube as shcfwu# 

The process of filling the disdbaige tube, 
» J. J. Thomson, ''Bays of Positive Electricity,'^ 
p. 1918. 


sealing it off from the pump, and its subse- 
quent use is as follows : After the tube is con- 
structed, and the charcoal bulb S attached, 
the exhaust nipple is put in communication 
with a pump, and also to some source of the 
gpB to be used. During the early pert of the 
exhaustion it is well to gently heat the bulb B. 
Continue the pumping until the tube on 
sparking shows a tendency of becoming hard. 
As this stage is approached cathode rays wall 
appear as a compact beam in the bulb Nj 
while a beam of positive rays will traverse the 
bulb M. admit a small quantity of the 

desired gas, say, helium. The chances are that 
too much gas will enter the discharge tube and 
thus destroy the definition of the two beams. 
To restore it pumping should be continued 
and at the same time the bulb B should be 
carefully submerged in liquid air. Care must 
be exercised not to reduce the content of 
helium by too long continued pumping. The 
cooled charcoal will absorb the traces of air 
leaving the tube MN relatively richer and 
richer in helium — since helium, an inert gas, 
is but slightly absorbed by the cooled charcoal. 
The cathode beam in JV" as wdl as the positive 
ray beam in M win each increase in bright- 
ness and definition, reaching a maximum, 
after which, as the process continues, they will 
begin to fade. At the stage when the beams 
are judged brightest the exhaust nipple p is 
sealed off from the pump. The tube is now in 
its finished state. Bemoving the liquid air, 
the charcoal gives up its absorbed gas and the 
beams weaken end become diffused. For sub- 
sequent use it is only neoessary to submerge 
B in liquid air while the discharge from an 
induction coil is passing. The beams in M 
and N will increase in brightness and defini- 
tion as the absorption of the active gases pro- 
ceeds, thus giving ample time for ti&e observa- 
tion of tiie changes going on within the tube. 

The most interesting phsnomenon is the 
color of the two beams. The oatiiode beam in 
helium is a greenish gray oolor, while the posi- 
tive ray beam in the same gas is a beautiful 
red. There is no hiistaldng the colors. In- 
deed the red due to the positive ions is so per- 
sistent that it appears at the very origin of 
these rays-^t the edge of the Crookes datk 





Dsoehbxb 81, 1915j 


SCIENCE 


943 


Bpaoe in front of the cathode (shown by the 
dotted line mn in the 

The usefulness of the above desmbed tube 
for many laboratories is limited because liquid 
air is used in its initial adjustment and sub* 
sequent oi>eration. If desired the bulb B may 
also be sealed off. The only disadvantage is 
that this fixes the gas content in the tube. In 
case no liquid air is available it is still possi- 
ble to construct the tube provided access may 
be had to a good pump. In this event the dis- 
charge tube should be washed out several times 
with the desired gas, in order to remove every 
trace of air, and then sealed oflf when the 
beams are brightest. This gives a permanent 
tube provided the occluded gases in the elec- 
trodes and walls of the vessel do not in time 
let the vacuum down. Danger from this 
source, however, may be largely avoided by 
gently heating the tube during exhaustion. 
The obvious advantage of a charcoal bulb is 
that the proper exhaustion oan always be 
reached and at the same time the discharge at 
various stages of exhaustion successively ex* 
hibited. 

It should be added that the best results only 
are obtained when the hollow cathode C, which 
is an aluminum cylinder closed at the ends 
with aluminum discs through the center of 
each is cut a rectangular opening about 1 mm. 
by 6 mm., is placed exactly on the axis of the 
tube connecting the btdbs M and The cor- 
rect position is shown in the figure, end view 
at b, and side view at d. The discharge leav- 
ing Ihe cathode, confined in a narrow tube as 
here, is always along the axis of the glass 
tube, regardless of the alignment of the cath- 
ode. In other words, the shape of the glass 
tube rather than the shape of the cathode 
determines the position of the cathode beam. 
Lack of alignment is shown at c and s where 
the opening through the hollow cathode is 
bdow the axis and os a result few positive rays 
get through and show in the bulb M, though 
they show distinctly at their origin in front of 
the cathode. To avoid possible lack of align- 
ment it is advised to make the hollow cathode 
Q oi such diameter so as to fit snugly into the 
nebk connecting M and N as shown hi a of the 
figure. 


An interesting test to show that the beam in 
N is composed of electrons, and that in If of 
positively charged ions, is to deflect them in 
turn by a strong electro-magnet. The cathode 
beam is readily deflected while the positive 
ray beam is but little deflected and that in the 
opposite sense. This is in full agreement with 
the theory of the magnetic deflection of mov- 
ing positive and negative charges. 

Chas. T. Kmpp 

Laboratory or Physics, 

University or Illinois, 

October 9, 1915 


THE AMESWAN CHEMICAL BOCIETT 

The flfty-flrat meeting of the American Obemlcal 
Society was held in Seattle, Washington, August 
30 to September 3, 3915, inclusive. The members 
came to Seattle from many directions, although a 
special car brought thirty three over the Great 
Korthem railroad on the evening of the thirtieth. 
Those who came in the special ear spent August 
29 in Glacier National Park. The meeting was 
opened by an address of welcome by the dean of 
the University of Washington, to which response 
was made by President Herty. A general meeting 
was then called to order and listened to an address 
by Leo H. Baekeland on ^'Chemical Industry” and 
a second address by H. K. Beneon on '‘Industrial 
Besources and Opportunities of the Pacific North- 
west.” FoUowiug these addresses the society con- 
tinued In genera] session until noon of the follow- 
ing day, holding public symposiums. 

On Wednesday afternoon the various additional 
programs were held as well as the election of addi- 
tional officers for 1916. On the evening of the 
thirty-first a complimentary smoker was given by 
the Seattle Commercial Club, at which Professor 
Meany gave a beautifully illustrated lecture with 
colored sUdos on Mt- Bainier. The members were 
also entertained by a Japanese sword contest and 
by a Chinese cartoonist. Besides the usual attrac- 
tions of the excursions and the President ’s address, 
the ladies were given special entertainment of a 
reception and tea on the university campus Tues- 
day, August 31, and an organ recital the same 
evening. On Wednesday they were given a special 
drive by automobile through the parks and boule- 
vards of Seattle. On Wednesday the members were 
treated to an automobile trip through the beauti- 
ful parks and boulevards of Seattle and on Wed- 
nesday evening at 8 o’clock, President Charles H. 
Herty gave his presidential address, entitled ”Oo- 
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operatiozfr in Mntters Chemical/’ before a large 
audiexioe. On Thursday a complimentary exeur- 
sion was made on a specially chartered steamer on 
Puget Bound and refreshments were served to 
membera and guests present. Thursday evening a 
subscription banquet closed the regular meeting 
of the society, although other excursions were en- 
joyed on Friday. 

On Friday, September 3, a portion of the mem- 
bers were taken by private yachts on Puget Bound 
to Tacoma and visited plants there, while a party 
of twenty-nine took automobiles from Tacoma to 
Mt. Bainier National Park, over one of the most 
beautiful drives in America. Baturday spent in 
Portland as the guests of the Oregon Section. 
The members were met at the train at 8 a.u. 
and were taken direct to one of Portland’s hotels, 
where a complimentary breakfast was served. By 
automobile the members then visited either the new 
Gas Plant of the city or the Willamette Paper 
Company works at Oregon City, Following these 
visits^ the members met for a complimentary 
luncheon at Portland’s most beautiful Country 
Club. After lunch the members were shown 
around Portland by automobile and met at 4 
o’clock to listen to a lecture by Messrs. Burger 
and Jones, illustrated by colored photography lan- 
tern slides showing scenes along the Columbia 
River and views of Mt. Hood and Mt. St Helens. 
This set of views is probably the most remarkable 
and beautiful chemical reproductions of nature 
that have ever been shown before an audience. 
The day was thoroughly enjoyed by members pres- 
ent. On September 3, twenty-five members who 
had come through together to San Francisco were 
entertained at dinner at Techau Tavern by the 
members of the California Section in the usual 
hospitable manner so characteristic of California 
chemists. The registration at Seattle showed the 
presence of 106 members of the society and llfi 
guests. 

The following papers being a continuation of 
series of papers first presented at New Orleans on 
the Chemists’ Contributions to Industry, were 
printed in the November JounuU of Indiuiriai 
and Snffineerinff Chefnistr^: 

The Cowtribuiions of ihe Chemist io the Naval 

SioTM Indu^ryt Jom? E. Txxphft. 

Conirihiiiioni of the ChemUi io the Iron and Bteel 

Industry; GsoBox W. Saboknt. 

ContrCbutions of the Chemiit to the Iron and Steel 

Industry: A. S. Oo«HMAK. 

Conirihuiione of the Chemist to the Art of Soap 

Making: M. H, Ittnex, 


Contributions of ihe Chemist to the Perfimerp In* 
dustry: E. T. BEunou 

Contrihations of the Chemist to ihe Lead Indas- 
try: G. W. Trompbok. 

Contributtons of the Chemist to the Point and 
Varnish Industry: Maxihxllun Togb, 
Contribution of the Chemist to the Photographic 
Industry: FaANcis 0. Feast. 

Contributions of tbs Chemist io the Pharmaeeutit^ 
Frodtiots Industry: Feakk K. Eldbed. 
Contributions of the Chemist to the Sardmood Dis- 
tillation Jndt^iry: S. W. Katzenstein. 

Also the following papers comprising a sym- 
posium on the Chemistry of Wood Waste were 
printed in the November Journal of Industrial 
and Engineering Chemistry: 

ChenUeal Engineering of the Hordwood Distilla- 
tion Industry: James R. Witheow. 

What Chemistry has done to Aid the Utilisation 
of Wood: 8. P. Aceeb. 

The Tannin Content of Paoifio Coast Conifers: H. 
K. Benson and T. G. Thompson. 

A study of the tannin content of hemloek, spruce 
and Douglas fir from western Washington was 
made. Local tanneries use the bark of the west- 
ern hemlock, which contains above 15 per cent, 
tannin in commercial practise. From sawmills 
operating under average oonditions bark, slabs 
and sawdust from cross-out saws were obtained. 
These were sampled, extracted and analysed ac- 
cording to the Official Method of the Leather 
Chemists’ Association. The results of the analysis 
for tannin reported on a dry basis are as follows: 

Fw 0«&t. Tuinla 


Fir bark 6.84 

Fir slab 6.92 

Fir sawdust 1.06 

Fir cambium layer 9.92 

Spruce bark 6.88 

Spruce slab 8.69 


Inasmuch as the tannin content of the fir slab 
approaches that of chestnut wood (6.62 per cent.) 
and owing to the low cost of fir slabs (less than 
62 per cord), it is believed that the extraction of 
tannin from fix slabs is a oommercial possibility. 
A local tannery used fir extract in the tanning of 
sheep-skin and reported good quality and a color 
similar to that obtained from oak tannin. 

Yields of By-products from Destructice IHstilZo- 
Uon of Some Western Conifers; H. K* Bxnsoh 
ANi» Mabo DasAin. 

The following elaases of woods were treated at 
the Forest Service diatination plant at Seattle:^ 
» For design see Jour. Dtd. Eng. Chemistry, 

6, No. 11. 
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(1) BmigiM fir common run min waste, (S) 
l^u^at fir eelected mill waste, (3) Douglas fir 
oomsaon tun stump wood, (4) western yellow pine 
oomnioa run miU waste, (5) western yellow pine 
oommon run stump wood, (6) western hemloek 
eonunon tun mill waste. The highest yield of 
wood alcohol was 5.00 gallons per cord from the 
hemlock; the lowest 1.83 gallons per cord from 
the pine stumps; the avorago yield from Douglas 
fir common run mill waste was 8.90 per cord 
against £.60 from the stumps. The highest yield 
of acetate of lime was likewise in the case of the 
hemloek, being 94.0 pounds per cord; the lowest 
was 55.8 for the fir stumps. This figure was close 
to that for the pine stumps at 60.8. The yield for 
the fir common run mill waste was 75.0 pounds per 
eord, against 74.3 pounds for the selected. The 
selected Douglas fir mill waste had by far the 
greatest yields of oils of a turpentine cliaraeter, 
being 10.86 gallons per cord. The lowest yield 
was 2.76 for hemlock. The yield for the fir com* 
mon run mill waste was 3.40 gallons against 5.59 
for the stumps; 4.91 for the pine mill waste, and 
6.06 for the pine stumps. Likewise, the selected 
fir mill waste had the greatest yield of tar, being 
46.87 gallons per cord; the lowest yield was 19.88 
for the Douglas fir stump wood. The other yields 
ranged close to the last figure, the largest being 
27.80 for the Douglas fir mill waste. The highest 
yield of charcoal was 977 pounds for the Douglas 
fibr common run mill waste. This figure was fol- 
lowed by those for hemlock and the selected 
Douglas fir at 938 and 900, respectively. The low- 
est yield was for pine, being 478 and 520 pounds 
for the mill waste and the stumps respectively. 

From this data the authors find that the most 
suitable wood for distillation is the Douglas fir 
selected mill waste, followed by the Douglas fir 
oosEunon run mill waste. 

The Das of Ammonium ffydroside for Fstrootioa 
of Jtosiu from Wood: H. K, Benson and Heh- 
Biai* N. CarrKs. 

A five cent, solution of ammonium hydrox- 
ide was used to extract resinous fir wood. Frao^ 
tically complete extraction was obtained when the 
chipi were covered in pressure bottles with a 
quantity of the ammonia solution equal to eight 
times the weight of the wood at a temperature of 
70* 0. for five houra The chips were washed with 
a quantity of five per cent, ammonia solution 
to twice the weight of the wood to recover 
the one per cent rosin adhering to the chips. 

dissohree in> ammonium hydroxide te form 
ammonium resinate, which upon heating to 100* 


0. decomposes, forming atnnionia and leaving a 
residue of rosin and ''humus.*' The ammonia is 
recovered by the method used in gas works and 
again used in the process. The mixture of rosin 
and "humus'’ Is then agitated with gasoline, 
whereby the rosin goes into solution from which 
the "humus" is removed by filtration. The rosin 
solution is evaporated, the gasoline being con- 
densed and recovered and the molten rosin run 
from the still into containers, where it solidifies 
upon cooling. The "humus" is In the form of a 
brown powder and other investigations show its 
suitability for the manufacture of dyes. From 
resinous fir wood 700 pounds rosin and 500 pounds 
"humus" per cord were obtained. 

Discoloration of Maple in the KUn: Bov 0. Judd. 
The Chemical Composition of the Light Oil from 

the Destructive Distillation of JZeetnotw Woods: 

B. E. Bose and A. Q. Bissell. 

The Manufacture of Ethyl Alcohol from Wood 

Waste, IT, The Hydrolysis of White Spruce: 

P. W. Ekessmann. 

A continuation of the work previously prepared 
has shown first that the ratio of water to dry wood 
is without appreciable influence as long as suifl' 
cient water is used to dilate the acid so as to 
give an intimate mixture of acid with wood. In 
the former work, the ratio of water to dry wood 
was 400 to 100, which has been reduced to 100 
to 100, although the ratio of 125 parts of water to 
100 parts of dry wood is recommended, since this 
will give a digested sawdust free from drip. The 
ratio of the catalyzing agent (sulphuric acid) to 
dry wood has been varied from 5 parts per thou- 
sand (0.5 per cent.) to 40 parts per thousand (4 
per cent.). Two and one half per cent, of acid 
was found to give the best results, oonsidered both 
from a total sugar and from fermentable sugar 
standpoint. The variation of the concentration of 
catalysing agent in the water added was found to 
be without effect so long as the actual amount of 
catalysing agent as compared to the dry wood was 
not varied. With instantaneous cooks and with 
increasing concentration with sulphuric acid, the 
yield of alcohol increased from 4.17 per cent, with 
.6 per cent, sulphuric acid up to 7 per cent, with 4 
per cent, sulphuric acid, It was found, as reported 
previously, that the sugar yields did not vary with 
the time of cooking, but more careful fermentation 
work has shown that although the total sugar yield 
does not vary appreciably, the percentage of that 
sugar whiclf is fermentable increases with increased 
time Of cooking. A 20-minute cook at 7i at- 
mospheres pressures with 2| per cent, sulphuric 
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add aad 125 per cent, of water gave an alcohel 
yield of S.54 per cent, of the dry weight of the 
wood or about 25 gallone per dry toa* 

The AppUwticTi of the Davis Spot Teet ia the 
PreWtivinory Examination of Creosoiee: Homto 
Olouiebt, 

lioprene from Beia-pinene: A. W, SoHoaowt and 
Balfh Sayke. 

The DistUlation of Douglas Fir at High Temperor 
iwres; Bailey Trsiifee. 

The Manufacture of Ethyl Aloohol from Wood 
Waste. Ill- Western Laroh as a Bau) Ma- 
terial: F. W. KEisaMANN. 

The butt log of weatern larch is usually left In 
the woods because of the presence of shakes aad 
also because of the weight of the log, which is heav- 
ier than water and, therefore, sinka, preventing 
rafting. An investigation of this material showed 
a Sugar yield of 29»7 under the aaine conditions 
that would yield about 22 per cent, from white 
spruce. However^ only 37.9 per cent, of the larch 
sugar was fermentable against from 60 to 66 per 
cent, of total sugar fermentable from ^ruce. 
Analysis of the larch by Mr. A. W, Schorger of 
this laboratory showed only 42i per cent, of cellu- 
lose as compared with about 56 per cent, from 
spruce and also the presenoe of about 12 per cent, 
of galactan, which yielded galactose on hydrolysis, 
which, however, was not fermentable by the yeast 
used. Calculations show that the proportion of 
fermentable sugars to cellulose is about the same 
for larch as for spruce. If a yeast is found which 
will ferment the galactose as well as the dextrose 
within the time limits and other limitations, as 
prescribed by the Bureau of Internal Bevenue, this 
material will aifoid a very good raw material for 
the production of ethyl aloohol. 

The Troduction of Acetone from Fyrdligneaue 

Aoid: Maeo Bamin. 

DIVISION or AQWCULTUBAL and food OHEMISTET 
Floyd W. Bobinson, Chairman 
Glen F. Mason, Secretary 
The Activity of FroteoXytio Fneymes in Bread- 

making: Abnold Wahl. 

The Spontaneous Decomposition of Wat: 

C. A. BaowNE. 

The analytical constants are given for a num- 
ber of butter fats exposed to the light and air be- 
fore and after a period of 16 yean. The resulte 
show that the fats have undergone an increase in 
the acid, saponifieation and volatile* acid num- 
bers and a decreaiw in the ether and iodine ttum- 
bera The mean molecular weight of the free 


volatile acids was 91.7 and of the combined vola- 
tile acids 106.4; the average mean molecnlar 
weight of the total volatile acids was 99.6, which 
agrees closely with that for normal butter fat 
The total percentage of volatile acids had in- 
creased from 7,2 per cent, to 8.6 per cent, and the 
tdtal percentage of insoluble acids had deereaaed 
from 87.6 per cent, to 79.7 per cent. The Insol- 
uble acids had an acetyl number of 86.4 corre- 
sponding to 20 per cent, of hydroxy-stearic acid 
and an ether number of 8.3 corresponding to 4,2 
per cent, of stearo-loctone. A proximate analysis 
of the decomposed butter fat gave 63.50 per cent, 
neutral fat, 27.16 per cent free insoluble acids, 
3.90 per cent, free soluble acids, 6.42 per cent 
undetermined. The iodine number of the free in- 
soluble acide was 11.3 and of the combined In- 
soluble acids 12.1, Experiments upon the change 
in weight which butter fats undergo with age 
showed that there was a 2 per cent to 8 per cent 
increase in weight in about one year, the period 
of greatest increase being about the tenth week. 
Very old butter fats lose in weight, owing to the 
escape of water, carbon dioxide, volatile oelds 
and aldehyde deeompoaition products. The theo- 
ries of the ^ontaneous decomposition of fats are 
discussed; the author believes that the obeerved 
facts are best explained by supposing on absorp- 
tion of oxygen molecules from the air at the un- 
laturated bonds, one atom of active oxygen being 
liberated for each atom of oxygen absorbed. The 
disintegration of the glycerides, being propor- 
tional to the percentage of unsaturated acidl^ Is 
attributed to the action of the active oxygen. 
Experiments are cited to prove that sueh atoms of 
active oxygen are formed. 

The Analysis of Maple Products. V. Kta<w?lane- 
oue ObservcAions on Maple Syrup Incidental to 
a Search for New Methods of detecting Adul- 
teration: J. F. Snell. 

(1) SUver nitrate added to maple syrup gives 
a white precipitate which darkens on standing. 
The precipitation of silver continues during a 
period of several hours. (2) Mercuric acetate 
added to maple syrup produces a light yellow 
precipitate. (8) Alcohol ptodwws a prwipltats 
containing most of the calcium and potassium, 
(4) A moderately successful attempt was made to 
combine the advantages of the Wlnton and Ca- 
nadian lead sttbacetate methods. (6) The Oar 
nadiaa lead precipitates from six syrups ShovtSd a 
lead eontent of 66.96 to 60.62 per cent Avmge 
68.48. The precipitate from a composite of W® 
syrups contained 69-41 per eent. of lead, wldle 
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tiiat from anoUter mixed a^up contained 70.11 
per eent» (d) Titration of maple ijrup with 
N/SQ ail^er nitrate (o) directly, nsine; electrical 
reaiataaee measuremente to detect the end point 
(b) after treatnmt with lead eubacetate, or 
alumiiia cream, neing potaaalnin chromate ae indi- 
eator yielded definite but not useful reeulte. (7) 
Titration with uranyl acetate gave no useful re* 
suits. (8) Titration with lead snbacetate solu- 
tions using electrical resistance as indicator led 
to a useful method of testing the syrup for purity, 
which is described In the next paper of the series. 
A Volumetric Lead Subacetate Test for Purity of 

Maple Syrup: J. F. StncLL, K C MacFaelakk 

AND G. J. VaK ZoESXN. 

(3) The volumetric lead subacetate test consists 
in diluting the syrup to ten times its original vol* 
ume and titrating with lead subacetate solution of 
sp. gr. 1.03B, obtaining the end-point by measure- 
ments of electrical resistance. (2) The volumetric 
lead number is the abscissa of the point of inter- 
section of two straight lines on the plot of vol- 
umes as abeciasaa with resistance as ordinates. 
(3) Seventy genuine Quebec 1914 and 1915 syrups 
gave volumetric lead numbers ranging from 4.8 
to 6.6 — a range of 37.5 per cent, of the mini- 
mum as compared with 97 per cent, for the con- 
duetivity value. Twenty-eight of these syrups 
fimwed a range of 75 per cent, for the conductiv- 
ity value and 839 per cent, for the Canadian lead 
number, while the range of volumetric lead num- 
ber was the same as in the whole 70. (4) Seven- 
teen out of 80 syrups containing 80 per cent, of 
sucrose syrup gave smooth curve plots. Eighteen 
out of 20 containing 40 per cent, sucrose syrup 
gave smooth curves and the remaining two gave 
intersections outside the limits for genuine syrups. 
Of 14 adulterated and non-maple syrups 10 gave 
smooth curve plots, 2 gave intersections outside 
the limits found in genuine syrups and in the re- 
maining 2 (cane molasses) the electrical resist- 
ance remained constant. 

The EHectrical Conductivity Test for Purity of 

Maple Syrup* Corrections and Supplement to 

Paper t: J. F. Bnkll. 

(1) A number of minor corrections to paper I., 
as pnUished in the Joumed of Industrial and 
Xugiueeriap Chemtiry, are noted. (2) The di- 
reetlona are modlfled to suit a new type of elec- 
trode. (3) Experience with the test has shown 
that the Ibnits of variation of the conductivity 
valua M genuine ayrupe are wider than appeared 
whan paper 1. was publitfirnd. However, these lim- 
ita are SIBI narrower than those of any of the 
older analytical values. 


The Determination of Total Solids in MiXk hy 
Open-Air and Vcuswum Methods: Gao. QnxNtem. 
Besults obtained by several' different methods of 
drying are given and the methods compared as to 
accuracy. Moisture absorbed by milk residues 
wae found to cause them to lose weight when 
further heated. Repeated weighing till minimum 
weight is reached, as usually practised, is liable 
to cause erroneous results on account of moisture 
absorbed during weighing. Repeated analyses of 
samples from the same lot of condensed milk over 
a period of one year show atmospheric pressure 
drying subject to error. Vacuum apparatus espe- 
cially adapted to determination of total solids in 
milk is described. Results by this apparatus found 
more accurate than other methods. 

DmeiON OF PHYSICAL AND INOHQANIC CHEMISTRY 

Q. A. Uulett, Chairman 

R. C. Wells, Secretary 

Anodic Selations of Passive Iron: H. G. BrzRS 
AND SKTH C. LaNGDON. 

Electrolytic Endosmose: Ruby Clift and Geobgb 
Glogklrb. 

The Stabilieiny Influence of Hydrogen Sulfide on 
Colloidal MetaXlio SvXfide Solutions: 8. W, 
Young. 

Equilibria Intemary Systems containing Alcohols, 
Salts and Water: GsoaoE Bell Fbanxfobteb 
AND Sterling Temple. 

A study was made of the use of some salts to 
determine the per cent, of alcohols in mixtures of 
alcohol and water by means of the amount of salt 
which could be added without causing a separa- 
tion into two layera Curves were drawn and di- 
rections given for the use of the method. The 
following systems were investigated : Propyl 
Alcohol-Sodium Oarbonato-Water, Isopropyl Alco- 
hol“Potassium Fluoride-Water, Isopropyl Alcohol- 
Potassium Carbonate-Water, Allyl Alcohol-Potas- 
sium Fluoride-Water, Allyl Alcohol-Potassium 
Carbonate-Water, Allyl Alcohol^odium Carbon- 
ate-Water and Allyl Alcohol-Sodium Chloride- 
Water. This work together with the work of 
Frankforter knd Frary indicates that potassium 
fluoride and potassium carbonate can be very suc- 
oeasfully used for a quick method of determining 
the strength of solutions of ethyl, propyl, iso- 
propyl and allyl alcohols. The evidence did not 
support the hypothesis that the salting out power 
of a odt eoifld be predetermined from a knowl- 
edge of tbe ions in the solution, but showed that 
it was rather a function of the amount of water 
which the salt took up to form its hydrates, the 
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solubilitx of the salt and of its hydratee both in 
wator and in aloohol and the ability of tha aloohol 
to displace the water of combination, 

£guilibria in Sv^ems of Keixmes, TTater cmd 
BalU with a MeXhod for the DeteminaXion of 
Methyl Alcohol in the Presence of Acetone: G, 
B. FhANKToaTEa and Lillian Cobdn* 

The Influence of Dissolved Bubsta/noes upon ike 
Pelooity of CrystcUisation of Under^oded 
Water: Jaues H. Walton, Je,, and A. 0. 
Brann. 

The velocity of crystallization of under'oooled 
water has been measured at — d**, and the inhibit* 
ing effect of dissolved substances — such as acids, 
aikalies, salts, alcohols and some colloidal sub- 
stances — determined. When possible tenth molec- 
ular solutions were used. It has been found that 
a rough proportionality exists between the num- 
ber of atoms in the molecular and the inhibiting 
effect The greater the number of atoms in a 
molecule of dissolved substance the dower the rate 
of crystallization. 

The PxsrtiUon Coefflcients of Eydropen Perosside 
hetwccn Water xmd Certain Oryanio Solvents: 
James PL Walton, Ja., and H. A. Liwib. 
Hydrogen peroxide is soluble in many organic 
solvents, such as phenol, aniline and eertain esters. 
In genera], any organic liquid that dissolves water 
will dissolve hydrogen peroxide. A determination 
of the partition eoefdcient in most of these sol- 
vents shows a normal molecular weight for the 
peroxide. In Quinoline the partition ooefflcient 
water; quinoline, is about I: 3. This ratio changes 
with change of concentration of hydrogen perox- 
ide, pointing to association of the molecule in the 
quinoline solution. The partition eoeJficient 
water ; quinoline, has been studied at various tem- 
peratures. 

The Preparation of Pure Iron and Iron Carbon 
Alloys: J. B. Cain, B. Sckbamm, and H, £. 
Cleaves, 

It is shown that previous work on the iron-car- 
bon diagram is unsatisfactory because of the great 
variation in the materials used. It was therefore 
thought necessary to produce a series of alloys of 
great purity to form the basis of a redetermiua- 
tion of the diagram at the Bureau of Standards, 
The general method pursued consisted in melting 
electrolytic iron with sugar carbon in magnesia 
crucibles. The electrolytic iron was prepared 
from ingot iron anodes in a chloride bath with or 
without the use of porous cups. The operation of 
melting the iron with carbon gave great trouble 


at first, because the ingots obtained Were foU of 
blow-holes and contained considerable quantitios 
of impurities. The difficulties were ovmrOme by 
melting in a vacuum furuaco, and naaldng eru- 
ciblee of especially pure magnesia^ made and eaV 
eined with great care at the Bureau of Standards. 
A satisfactory procedure was Anally worked out 
and a series of alloys prepared of the compoiltioii 
Fe + C as P9.96 per cent. 

The Oofides of Iron. /. Solid Solution in the 

System PctO^ — Fe^O^: Hobsbt B. Book an and 

J. G. Hqstettee. 

This investigation of the chemical relationships 
of the iron oxides has been undertaken as a 
basis for the study of the iron-bearing silicates at 
high tempereturdB. Measurements of the dissoeia- 
tion pressure of the iron oxides were made in a 
vacuum furnace with a heating tube of platinum- 
rhodium. A study of the conditions of equilibrium 
shows that reproducible ozygen pressures can be 
obtained at a given temperature. Bquilibrlum is 
attained in a few minutes at high temperatures, 
although certain disturbing reactions go on slowly. 
One of these by-reaotioss is the reduction of the 
oxide by platinum, yielding oxygen and an iron- 
platinum alloy. Another is a slow disappearance 
of oxygen, which has not been satisfactorily ex- 
plained. Ferric oxides from various sources yield 
practically identical pressures. The same pres- 
sures are also attained on both rising and faUlng 
temperatures. The oxidation of magnetite gives 
pressures which are a little higher than those pro- 
duced by dissociation of FerO,. The pressure- 
composition isotherm for the system Fe«C^i — ^Fe»Oi 
at 1,200*^ indicates a continuous solid solution series 
from FesOt over to a point very near Fe^Qt, if 
not over the entire range to FevO«. The opacity of 
the products prevents an optl<ial demonstration of 
the existence of solid solution in products with 
more than 18 per cent. FeO, but its exktettee can 
be shown optically in products which are more 
ferric than this. The presBare-composition iso- 
therm at 1,1 00"* conArms that at 1,^00*^ The 
major portion of the oxygen pressure curve of the 
system at 1,200** lies between the Bmits 4 mm. 
and 1.3 mm. The pressure drops rapidly near 
FeA, and rises rapidly near FeiO*. Slime the 
dissociation of Fe»Oi results in the formatlDn of a 
solid solution, the pressure of OJQ^gen and the com- 
position of the solid phase depend upon the re» 
lation of the Weight of t^ charge to the. vob 
ume of the ^oe into which the ozrpm digiiM' 
ates. Thtis fact accounts for the variaty and 
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oi t«8ult« heretofore obtained in experi- 
mente on the difliKwUtion proeeare of FosiOi. 
f*h«r IToter CerreoMon in Ocnduetivity Defermina- 

Ham: Jaiait Kindall* 

Conduetiyitj water^ however carefully prepared^ 
oan not be kept for more than a short period in 
eotttaot with air without its specific conductivity 
ricring’ to about O.fi X 10** reciprocal ohms (at 
85** C4), This value represents also the specidc 
eondueUvity of pure water saturated with OOy 
under the ordinary atmospheric partial pressures 
(3.69 parts in 10,000). It k therefore possible to 
obtain accurate conductivity values for very di- 
lute solutions of any electrolyte by applying a 
correction for carbonic acid. This has been done 
for strong electrolytes (Arrhenius), transition 
electrolytes (Kendall) , and weak electrolytes 
(Walker and Kendall). The results obtained indi- 
cate conclusively the accuracy of the corrections so 
applied. 

Ctmdnatance Data and EmpiHodl Sguaiions: 

Stdawt J. Baixb. 

The application to experimental data of em- 
pirical equations or of the similar but less seusi- 
tlve method of plotting the results, is of value 
ehiefiy as a means of interpolation and of judging 
the accuracy of data. However, in the latter case 
great caution must be employed. This is illus- 
trated by the fact that as a result of the appli- 
cation of the Kraus equation to the conductance 
data for KOI, the data below 0.001 N were re- 
jected as inaccurate. It is found, however, by 
the application of the equation 

where XssCi, Cm or C, to these data, that they 
are consistent. The data for KOI between 1.0 N 
and 0.0001 N agree with this equation with an 
average deviation of but 0.03 par cent, when 
X^Ci or Ce and of 0.07 per cent, whan X = C. 
The above equation is applicable to other aqueous 
solutlous and to non-aqueous solutions. It is ap- 
parently as generally applicable as that of Kraus. 
However, In the ease of salts such as KNO. which 
give a minimum value for n (the exponent in 
Storch's equation), neither the equation of Kraus 
nor that given above is capable of representing 
the data throughout the entire concentration 
range. 

d Meamre of the Doviaiion from 

m Daw of Mem Action: J. Baoxs. 

'Hie ktriet obedience of an electrolyte to the 
law of ma«i action may be readily tested by ob- 


serving the constancy of the equilibrium ekpres* 
cion Cf/C„* However, this does not afford a 
quantitative means of judging the magnitude of 
the deviations at different concentrations of two 
or more electrolytes. For example, which deviates 
the more, diehloreoetic acid at 0.1 N or KCl at 
0.001 The equilibrium exprenion for a strong 
electrolyte corresponding to any concentration 
may be calculated, but there is nothing with which 
to compare it, for in this case the uncertainty in 
the ionization constant at infinite dilution’* 
which is a true constant in the case of weak 
electrolytes, is often as great as 1,000 per cent. 
However, If the law of man action is obeyed by a 
dl ionic electrolyte at a certain concentration, then 
the exponent n in Storch's equation 
has the definite and theoretical value 2. By com- 
paring the value which n does have at a given con- 
centration with this value (2), a quantitative meas- 
ure of the deviation is given. liet d = (2 — n)/n, 
then if d:=r0 the mass law is obeyed. The greater 
d is, the greater the deviation; d may be either 
positive or negative. Since in general n changes 
with the concentration, d changes with the con- 
centration, becoming smaller with decreasing con- 
centration. The undissociated molecules are in 
general largely responsible for the deviation from 
the law of mass action. Since their behavior may 
be readUy expressed in terms of osmotic pres- 
sure, d has been defined so that it is an approxi- 
mate measure of the deviation of these molecules 
from van't Hoff’s law. 

Ion Concentration and the Law of Mass Action: 

&ruAaT J. Bates. 

The deviation of solutions of strong electrolytes 
from the law of mass action la usually considered 
to be due to the presence of the charged ions in 
the solutions. This view has an a priori possibil- 
ity and is considered by many to be supported by 
two facts. The first is that the conductance of 
solutions containing two salts may bo readily cal- 
culated upon the isohydrio principle. Bray and 
Hunt have pointed out, however, that the conduc- 
tance may be calculated upon the basis of the 
total concentration also. The second is that the 
equilibrium expressions of strong electrolytes may 
be readily expressed as functions of the total ion 
concentration, as for example, by the equations of 
StoTch and of Kraus. But the expression may be 
equally well represented as a function of the total 
concentration or of the concentration of the un- 
dissociated molecules. (Bee preceding abstracts.) 
Direct proof that the ion concentration does not 
Control the thermodynamic environment of the so- 
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Itxtioni that iflj that it does not materiallj influence 
the deviation from the law of mass aeUoUi is af> 
forded hy a comparison of the magnitude of the 
deviation at various ion concentrations for dif- 
ferent electrolytea Thus at the ion concentration 
0.001 Nf d for KOI oquale 0.20, for dichloraoetic d 
is less than 0.003 and for acetic acid it baa a 
small negative value. At the ion concentration 
0.05 Nf the values for the first two electrolytes are 
0.40 and 0*06, respectively. EHidently there is no 
paralleUsm between ion oonoentration and the 
magnitude of the deviation from the law of mass 
action. The former does not control the latter. 
The osmotic pressure or activity of the undis- 
eociated molecules depends largely upon their 
,type. They are more abnormal the stronger the 
electrolyte. 

The CalorifMtrio Deierminaiion of FerrouB and 
Ferric Iron: O. L. BAaNKBEY. 

Differential lodimeiry. I. The Titration of Perio- 
dates, lodates^ Bromates and Chlorates in the 
Presence of Mach Other and in the Presence of 
Perchlorates: O. L. Babnjebbt, 

Molecular Weights of Gases hy an Evaporation 
Method: H. L. TauMBtjLU 
That liquids evaporate into diflerent gases at 
different rates was first pointed out by Stefan. 
Winckelmann, and Guglielmo extended the work 
of Stefan, to include many liquids, and a general 
agreement between all their results was noted, 
viz.: that evaporation is most rapid into hydrogen 
and correspondingly less rapid into heavier gases. 
The methods employed by the earlier investigators 
were not all that could be desired, being at fault in 
the matters of temperature control, elimination of 
wind currents, and the employment of a height 
loss, rather than a weight loss method. 

The object of this investigation was to find a 
simple and accurate method for the measurement 
of rates of evaporation of water into different 
gases, with a view to the relations between the 
rates and densities of the gases used. These ez« 
periments were conducted in a perfectly dry at- 
mosphere, free from air currents, at a constant 
temperature of 25** .07 ± 0'=^.01, and by a weight 
loss method. A comparison of the evaporation 
constants obtained In this experimetlt leads to the 
following results. The predicted values of the 
relative diffusion rates on the basis of Graham’s 
law are hydrogen to air, 3.70, hydrogen to OOt. 
4.67, air to C?0„ 1,24. The means of the corre- 
sponding rates by this evaporaaon method are 
3.37, 4.68, and 1.333. Various appllcatioai are 
cited. 


Prodtietion of Potassium Chlorate from Kelp: H. 
L. TB0MBULL AND H. C. MOWAMO. 

Electrolysis of a solution (Obtained by pressing 
and lixiviating the kelp produces chlorates witii a 
current efficiency of 50 per eent. and an energy 
expenditure of 7K.W,H. per pound of dblorate. 
Ko purification of the raw material is required. 
Because of the great difference in solubility of ilie 
sodium and the potasnum chlorates the latter iS 
eesily obtained in a pture state. 

DIVISION or INDUSTRIAL CHKMISTB AND GimiliaAL 
ENOXNEiaS 

Geo. P. Adamson, Chairman 
8. H. Salisbury, Jr., Becretary 

Additional papers not read in symposiums. 
Defining Vegetable OUs: Chab. HABScsaviXiUi. 

The Delation of Water Potoer to ChemiceU Indus- 
try: Henry J. Pirbci, 

** Viscosimeters**: B, F. MACMtcjttAXL. 

The Function of Coohing Fossil Desins in Varnish 
Manufacture: W. L. jBmiBB and Chab. H. 
Hebty. 

A Test of a Surface Combustion Furnace: B. 
Schramm and j. B. Cain. 

In view of the fact that the surface combustion 
process appeared to offer many advantages for 
high- temperature laboratory furnaces, it was de- 
cided to submit B crucible furnace of this type to 
a thorough test. For the purpose, the furnace was 
equipped with meters on the gas and air lines and 
with a chimney to permit the collection of flue gas 
samples. In several runs the mixture proportions 
were maintained constant, while varying the rate 
of gas consumption. Temperatures were read by 
a HoUbom-Kurlbaum optical pyrometer. The 
highest temperature reached was 3675* 0., at 
which point the alundum muffle failed. The test 
established that complete combustion could be at- 
tained without excess air, that the best air t gas 
ratio was 5.6, and that a 20-per-cent, ezeeas of air 
caused a lowering of furnace temperature of 100*. 

BIOLOOICAL CHEMISTRY 1HTX8XON 

Carl L. Alsberg, Ohainaan 
I. K. Phelps, Beeretary 

Mutual Action of Similarly Charged CdUdids: W. 
B. BANCRorr. 

Adsorpii/f^ of Colloids by Liquids: W. B. BkN- 

F^^^m^fsBurface Films: W; BmamWq. 

A imrelk far Sydroeyantc Aakt fka 
;ieamr O: t* Aismta, 
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A nmhn of AmericAB jipecioe of tlio Oaprifoli- 
AtieBB vero testod for hydroojranic aeld, bocauoe 
Ibpse roportod from other coiuttries ehowed the 
preooaoe of hydrocyanic acid. Those tested 
ohow^ none, either on hydrolysis with acid alone 
or with emnlinon also present. 

The Meaction of tho Fanoreag: J. H. Loko iriD F. 

Fvhobb. 

The pancreatic juiee of man and the domestic 
animals, as collected by a fistula, is known to have 
a rather marked alkaline reactiom No attention 
has been paid to the reaction of the press juice of 
the orffan itself. This may be separated by pres- 
sure from the minced gland, but very perfectly by 
aid of one of the powerful laboratory centrifuges 
now in use. In the experiments carried out by the 
authors the oentrifage tubes were charged with 
about 76 grams of the minced organ, each, and 
given a speed of 8,000 revolutions per minute 
through 46 minutes. The clear liquid separated, 
the real pancreatic juice, had a distinct acid re- 
action in the eases of the beef, hog and sheep pan- 
creases, and nearly constant in degree. It was 
found to lie between C =:ii6 X lO*^ and 
80 X 1(1^. The reaction may be found to be as 
characteristic as that of the blood and is doubtless 
related to it. In the physiological activity of the 
organ an acid fraction seems to be retained, 
while an alkaline fraction is thrown to the duode- 
num. A rearrangement of the phosphate and car- 
bonate groups of the blood would account for both 
reactions. In this centrifugal separation, besides 
the liquid, a lower layer of matter largely protein 
is obtained and an upper layer of fat and protein. 
The fresh minced gland, also, shows the acid re- 
action. 

On iho DipeHive Activity and Composition of 8cp- 
" mrate Fractions of the Pancreas: J. H. LoNO, 

' Hjubt Hull and H. V. Atkinson. 

An shown in the preceding abstract, the minced 
pancreas may be readily separated into three frac- 
tions by rotation in a powerful centrifuge. The 
auihont have found the relative volumes of these 
fractions somewhat variable, depending on the 
^eed and duration of rotation. The lower layer 
may make up fifty per cent, or more, of the whole, 
and is largely pfrotein. It exhibits both amylolytic 
tiyptolytic activity. The middle layer is 
liquid and usually makes twenty to twenty-five 
per eant. ef .^s eontents of the centrifuge tube. 
The htareh^nveriing power of this liquid is some* 
time vny strong, etpeelally in the case of the 
beg penereaA whm one part of it has imen found 
to eonvert over 150 parts of starch to the coloriess 


end-point in ten minutes* Trypsin is also present, 
and no activator is required to bring out Its 
power. The top layer eontains much fat and some 
protein end is deficient in ferment activity. The 
fat is rich in phoiphoriw, pointing to the presence 
of lipoid bodies of the lecithin type. The frees- 
ing-point of the liquid layer is apparently a con- 
stant for the product from each animal, provided 
the maximum of liquid is obtained. For the beef 
X^roduct the value was found to be about — 1.12 
and for the hog — 1,62. The investigations are 
being continued. 

Kelp: F. K. Cahsbon. 

The Inadequacy of Schulte ^s Val&ncy JMc: W. D. 
Bancboit. 

The Evolution of the Toast Type espcckUly 
Adaptable for Bread-malcing : A. Wahl. 

A Theory regarding Protoplasmic Btrwturep based 
on the Study of Emulsion Eguilihrm'm: Q. H. A. 
Clowes. 

Alleged Abnormal Adsorption of Filter Paper: W, 
D. BANcaorr. 

Adsorption of Acids by Cellulose: W. D. Ban- 
CBorr. 

Osjyoetlulose : W. D. Bancbott. 

Boron — Its Absorption and Pistribution tn Plants 
and Its Effect on Growth: F. 0. Cook. 

Boron was applied to manure as a larvieide for 
the fiy maggot, either as borax or calcined eole- 
manite. The effect of the boron'-treated manure 
on plant growth was studied at Arlington, Vir- 
ginia, Dallas, Texas, New Orleans, liouisiana, and 
Orlando, Florida, and various plants and soil 
samples were analyzed for boron. Boron was ab- 
sorbed by the plants from the calcJned eolemanite 
plats in the same amounts as from the borax plats. 
Lime added to the manure with the borax had no 
definite action in preventing tbe absorption of 
boron. 

Potatoes, string beans, soy beans and cow peas 
sliowed a more equal distribution of the boron 
among the roots, to{>8 and fruit than was the case 
with the wheat, beets, tomatoes, radishes and let- 
tuce plants analysed. In some cases very little 
boron was found in tbe roots or fruit, while a con- 
siderable amount was found in the rest of the plant. 
All control plants contained at least a trace of 
boron. Some control samples of soil contained boron 
soluble in weak hydrochloric acid, while several of 
the boron-treated plats several months after boron 
was added showed none soluble in weak hydro- 
chhirifi acid in the upper six inebes of sell. If 
sufficient boron was added to the soil a yellowing 
of the leaves took place, but tbit does not neees- 
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varilj indicate that the yiM will be affected. 
The legammoafl plants were more aenaitive to 
boron than the other plants tested. Variations in 
soil, climate and the resistance of different vari- 
eties make it impossible to give a figure for the 
amount of boron which all plants can stand with 
impunity. 

JSoron, Its Ahscrpticn and Vistrihution in Plants 
and Its Effect on Growth : F. 0. Cook. 

A Study of the Calcium and Magnesium Meetabo- 
lism in a Case of Chronic Gout: Jacob Boskn- 
BLOOH. 

Metcibolism Studies in a Case of Bronchial 
Asthma: Jacob Bosxkbloom. 

Note on Semipermeahle Membranes: W. D. Ban- 
CBorr. 

IHlute Solutions of Gelatine: W. D. Bamcboft. 
Nephelometria Estimation of Phosphorus: Philip 
Adolph Kobeb and Gbxtb Boebj&b. 

(1) The reagent of Pouget and Chouchak has 
been modified so as to be: (a) etable^ (h) color- 
less, (o) quantitatively and (d) nephelometrically 
applicable. (2) It is shown that 0.005 milligram 
of phosphorus in 10 c.c. of solution, or some part of 
phosphorus in two million parts of water is easily 
determined quantitatively with the nephelometer. 
Speetrographic Study of Amino Acids and Poly- 
peptides: Philip Adolph Kobkb, with the as- 
sistance of Walthbb Ebsblbin. 

(1) The absorption of aliphatic amino acids, In 
acid or alkaline solution, is only general, in the 
extreme ultra-violet. (2) The aromatic amino 
acids show absorption bands, which may be useful 
in detecting their presence in peptide chains. (3) 
The presence of an excess of alkali with these 
substances seems to increase the amount of ab- 
sorption and tends to shift it towards the red end 
of the Bpoctrum. (4) The absorption of di- and 
tri-peptides in acid or alkaline solution showed no 
special absorption, it being similar to that of the 
free amino acids. (5) The lack of special ab- 
sorption of the peptides in alkaline solution; and 
other points which were discussed, show that the 
keto-enol tautomerism in peptide linkings, as sug- 
gested by Bakin and Dudley, in explanation of the 
**racemization” of proteins, is doubtful and un- 
supported. 

Production of Citric Acid by Black Aspergillus: 
Jamxb N. Cdbbie. 

The acidity of young cultures of black Asper- 
gillus (A. niger) was found to be greater in many 
cases than could be accounted for by the oxalate 
radical present. A study of this problem revealed 
the fact that citric acid to the amount of 0.3 to 
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0.4 gram per 100 c.e. of media was present. The 
citric acid seems to be a transitory product eddch 
appears almost as soon as the mold befifts to de^ 
velop, reaches a maximum in 3 to 4 tiinn de- 
clines and in most cases disappears within a week. 

Production of Oxolto Acid by A^ergiUus Ficwms: 
Jamks N. Cuewb. 

-The literature of fungi records Aspergillus niger 
as the oxalic acid ferment par excellence and 
states that this mold will produce one per eentt of 
free oxalic acid on sugar media. A culture of 
Aspergillus fiouum, Schiemann, which has eome 
under our observation produces on cane sugar 
media under favorable conditions 2.7 to S.O per 
cent, of free oxalic acid and in the presence of 
C?a€'0i give a yield of 80 per cent. 

An Oxalic Acid Producing PeniciUiuin: Jambs 
K. CuBRiE and Chables Thom. 

A green penicillium common on moldy corn and 
corn meal was observed to produce large amounts 
of oxalic acid. This mold resembles P. itolioum 
of Wobmer in morphology, but differs so widely 
from that species in appearance and habits that we 
propose the name P. oxalicum. On a 6 per cent, 
sugar medium it produces an acidity of about 0.8 
per cent., calculated to (OOOE)i, 2H^, in one 
week, and in the presence of ChCOs converts 40 per 
cent, of the sugar to oxalic acid. This is much the 
most active oxalic-acid producer ever obtenred 
among the penicillium. 

Quantitative Changes in the Growth of the Ewman 
Brain: B. A. Dorset Ann C. G, MaoAbthub. 
The per cent, of solids increases with age to ma- 
turity. The oerebroaides and sulfatids are not 
found in fetus or brains up to a year old. From 
that time on they inoxeaM gradually with age to 
maturity. The proteins and phosphatids become 
larger in percentage amounts from three^month 
fetus to nineteen-year brain. From that ago on 
most of the constituents are nearly constant. 

Eespiration of Nervous Tissue: O. O. Jonxb AKn 
C. G. MaoAbthue. 

A comparison of the various parts of the nervous 
system showed that the cerebrum and eerebellitm 
respire fastest. Then, mid-brain, corpus eallosaid, 
medulla in the order named. The spinal eOrd 
takes up about half as much oxygen and gives off 
about half as much carbon dioxid^ as the oesre- 
brum. The sciatic nerve, however, respires but 
half as fast as the spinal cord. Of the diffsopent 
animals, in general, the older and lar^ reipke 
more slowly, per gram of tissue, ton the younger 
and smaller. This investigation was oarried'out 
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^ modification of the Mathews-Bonael ozida* 
tion apiMuratoi on very fresh tissue. 

Products from Sroin Lecithin: J, 
Aiq> CL <1, KacAkthuiu 

tThom la about 0.2 per cent, nitrogen in brain 
lecdtMn in an unknown form. This remains in the 
fatty aetd tesidne after hydrolysis of the lecithin. 
About OJ per eant, nitrogen is present as chlorine. 
This was confirmed in the usual way as the plati* 
ntun compotind. The other 0.8 per cent, of the 
nitrogen waa Identified aa amino ethyl alcohol both 
by the gold salt and by the pierolonate derivative. 
dome PhpeUHhChemioal Propertiee of Several 
Brain Lipoids: 0. NiinmaMAK aku C. G. Mac* 
Aatssxm, 

Sespiraiion of Nerve riisae; 0. C. Jokss and C. 
G. MAoAatBoa. 

Borne Effects of Large Applications of Certain 
CommercM PettiliMers: Gxoroe B. Beal and 
Fred WAaver MaNcis. 

In connection with the study of fertilizers for 
greenhouse crops, the author has investigated the 
effects of excessive applications of certain com* 
merexal fertilizers upon carnations. The fertilizers 
chosen for this pnrpose were ammonium sulfate, 
dried blood, commercial acid phosphate, disodium 
phosphate and potassium sulfate. It was found 
that the ease and rapidity with which overfeeding 
effects appeared depended in a general way upon 
the solubility of the fertilizer in water, and three 
dasses were distinguished: (1) those fertilizers 
quite soluble and producing immediate injury 
when applied in large quantities; (2) those fairly 
soluble and producing delayed injury, and (3) 
those difficultly soluble and producing no injury 
when applied in any quantities. Ash and mineral 
detenninations showed the increased intake of the 
fiartitiaiiig salts when large quantities were ap* 
plied. , The total nitrogen content of the plants 
could be increased nearly threefold when am* 
monium sulfate was applied to the soil. Serious 
injury followed the use of large quantities of it, 
although the plants acquired a eertoin tolerance 
when riie ealt was applied over a long period in 
Small quantitiea Free ammonia (as ammonium. 
Blits) waa found in plants so fed. Lime decreased 
the intake of sulfate and pho^hate, but increased 
the injury from ammonium sulfate. Osmotic pres* 
sore determinations on the sap from shoots (ex- 
pressed after freezing) showed that with any 
tingle fertiliser the increased intake of the salt, 
and After Injury became apparent, the greater de- 
gree of injury waa correlated with a higher os- 
motio pressure value. The value at which injury be- 


came noticeable was different for the different fer- 
tilizers, being lowest for ammonium sulfate and 
highest for potassium sulfate. Total solids deter- 
minations on the sap from plants treated with the 
latter salt were abnormally high. A study of the 
sugar content of the sap by polarimetric and 
gravimetric methods showed a larger percentage 
of attars in this sap than in that from plants 
normally fed. This increase was shown to be due 
to a larger amount of maltose. Starch determi- 
nations made on the foliage showed a lower con- 
tent of starch corresponding with the higher mal- 
tose value. Under greenhouse conditions appli- 
cations of ammonium sulfate caused an increase 
in the total acidity of the sap expressed from the 
shoots. Potassium sulfate caused no change. 
Sodium phosphate (di) although slightly alkaline 
to phenolphthaleln itself caused an increased total 
acidity in the sap. This waa shown to be due to 
increased amounts of dihydrogen phosphate in the 
sap, and the intake of the phosphate from this 
monohydrogen salt in form of the dihydrogen 
phosphate to be true in water culture as well as 
in soil 

Improved Methods for the Sepa/ration of the 
Uigher Saturated Fatty Acids and the Proper* 
ties of Alfalfa Seed Oil: 0. A. Jacobson. 

DIVISION OT PHAaMACKTJTICAL CHEMISTRY 
F, B. Eldred, Chairman 
A. P. 8y, Secretary 

The AlJcaloidal Content of ffyosoyamus groom in 
Minnesota: E. L. Newcomb. 

N. and H. advise treating biennial henbane seed 
with cone. IlfSO^ for two and one half minutes in 
order to secure early and uniform germination. 
Untreated seed give very variable germination re- 
sults. 

The observation of two species of biennial 
Hyoscyamus niger which possess the semi-latent 
capacity of growing as annuals is reported. The 
basal leaves of the biennial H. niger lose about 
9 per cent, of moisture upon drying. The lamina 
yield from 14.2 to 14.8 per cent, of ash and 0.0896 
per cent, of total alkaloids. The petioles of the 
basal leaves lose 91.6 per cent, of moistnre upon 
drying, yield from 18.9 to 18.8 per cent, of ash 
and from 0.0896 to 0.1012 per cent, of total alka- 
loid. The flowering tops of niger annual lose 
86.06 per cent, of moisture upon drying, yield 
from 11.41 to 11.66 per cent, of ash and from 
0.1801 to 0.1661 per cent, of total alkaloid. The 
flowering tops of H*. niger annual var. poZKdas 
lose 84.8 per cent, of moisture upon drying, yield 
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from 31.90 to 12.33 per cent, of ash and from 
0.1243 to 0.1301 per cent, of total alkaloid. All 
eamples reported upon ^ere prepared from plants 
eultivatcd in the Medicinal Plant Garden, College 
of Pharmacy, University of Minnesota. 

Same Notes on Sandalwood, Its Assay, Yield of 
Oil, and Changes in the Oil during Distillation: 
C. H. Bbioos. 

Iso-pulegol Fhosphonic Acid: Fbancis D. Dodge. 

The writer has made a further examination of 
the crystalline acid, containing phosphorus, re- 
sulting from the reaction of phosphoric anhydride 
on citronellal. 

The compound is very stable, and yields a series 
of well-crystallized salts. By dry distillation of 
the sodium salt, a volatile alcohol was obtained, 
apparently identical with the iso-pulegol of Tie- 
mann, a cyclic isomer of citronellal. The acid is 
then most probably a phosphonic acid of iao-pule- 
gol, and hence a very characteristic derivative jf 
citronellal. 

Attempts to demonstrate the presence of citro- 
nellal in oil of lemon, by means of this reaction, 
were unsuccessful. 

Note on the Use of the White Mouse as a Test 
Animal for Determining the Toxic Coefficients of 
Various Drugs: J, H. Beal, C. G. MacArthdb 
AND E. A. Doisy. 

Color Standards and Colorimeirio Assays: H. V. 
Aeny. 

Electrolytic Determination of Mercury in Mercury 
Oleate: B. L. Murbay. 

Electrolytic Determination of Bismuth in Bismuth 
Betanaphthol : B. L. Mxtbbay. 

Electrolytic Determination of Mercury in Mer- 
entry Salicylates: B. L. Mureav. 

A rapid and convenient method of determining 
mercury in mercury salicylates is herewith pre- 
sented. It consists in a new application of the 
already well and favorably known electrolytic 
deposition of mercury. The method here given as 
used on salicylates of mercury has been in use 
about two years and has proved reliable. 

About 0.3 gram is weighed into the mercury 
cathode dish and dissolved in 10 c.c. of sodium 
sulphide solution (sp, gr, about 1.18). To this so- 
lution are added 20 c.c, of 10 per cent, potassium 
hydroxide solution. The mixture is now electro- 
lyzed, using a current of 1 ampere and 7 volts until 
the mercury is completely deposited, usually about 
one half hour being required. The anode should ro' 
tate about 500 revolutions per minute. After the 
deposition the electrolyte is decanted, the mer- 
cury is washed with water until free from alka- 


linity, then with alcohol, finally with ether, and 
then weighed. 

Hardness, Weight omd THchness of Uedieined 
Tablets: A. D. Thoebubh. 

The Bate of Evaporation of Ether tn OU-Ether 
Anesthesia: Ohas. Baskbsyills. 

The Ideniifioaiion of the Emodin Containing 
Drugs: G8o, D. Beal and Buth E, Obey. 

Some New Laboratory Methods: Albert 
Sohkeidsb. 

DIVISION OF ORGANIC CHBMIBTBV 

F. B. Allan, Chairman 
0. G, Derick, Vice-chairman and Secretary 
The Chemistry of Eneymic Action: J. U. JTEr. 
The First of the Eneymes and Its Evolutionary 
Significance: R. G. Ecclks. 

(1) The prototrophic bacteria as the most prim- 
itive known organisms on the earth.B Metabol- 
ism of Nitroso-coccua of South America, and 
Nitoso-monas of Euroi>e (Fischer, p. 304), (8) 

The first known exothermic reaction among the 
elements. Nitrogen as an acid and base forming 
element (HNO,, N, NH*). (4) Nitric oxide in 

the metabolism of nitrite bacteria. A substitute 
for sunlight. (0) Oxidases as peroxides. Autoxi- 
dation through iron, phosphorus and mangaiieSs. 
(6) Hydrolysis as related to oxidases. The too 
often overlooked difference between organic and 
inorganic hydrolysis and hydrosynthesis. The 
union of an inorganic acid and base and the union 
of amino acids very ai^ificantly unlBce. As gen-^ 

erally interpreted the H and HO ions of the two 
cases are reversed from one another. (7) Nuc^ie 
acid as probably related to enzyme action. (8) 
The co-enzymes and specificity. 

A New Form of Absorption Bottle for Use with 
either Calcium Chloride or Soda Lime in Gr- 
ganic Combustion: H, L. Fibohee. 
Spectrophotomeiric Study of Copper Complexes 
and Biuret Beaction: P. A. EoBEB and A. B. 
Haw. 

The absorption spectra of the copper complexes 
of amino acids, peptides and proteins were stud- 
ied quantitatively, by means of a Hilger sector 
photometer and a spectroscope. 

The results — the nature and amount of absorp- 
tion — are in harmony with the theory of biuret 
reaction of Kober and Segiura. 

*Brit. Encyclop., New Edition, Vol 8, p. 160; 
LafarV <'Tech. Mycol./' Vol. I., p. 880; FiH*- 
er's Structure and Functions of Bacteria," 
p. 51. 
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Th0 of ike Three Nitro-a-oarhopyr- 

roUo Am*: W. J. Hal*. 

Oration of Ethyl with Alkaline Po- 

imAum Fermmymate: W, !L. Hvakb and J. G. 

1>AY. 

The Omid&Hon of Ceriai*^ ^h Eotcumum 

Pern^anffmate: W, U Bvans, P, A. Davis and 
P. OovraoHomi 

Condmsistion FrodutOt* of Menthme formed^ by the 
Action of Ahmin*m ChlortA*: Q*o. B. Fbank- 
wozrmt AND A. U K*wvan. 

Id view of %ho Hot tbftt ahunlnam cUloride baa 
boon fbimd to aet no a ccmdensatioa agent on tbo 
variouM bydroearbona in the presence of oxygen 
oompoQtd^ as aldehydes and ketones, it was tried 
on menihiwo, first hi the presence of hydrocarbons, 
and later it was tried on menthane alone. In the 
former case bsnsene was need tritb mentbane. A 
•abstanca was formed which did not contain oxy* 
gen. Analysis indi^oated that it was a tetranuclear 
eompound eonteinixig two molecules of mentbane 
and two benseiie radieals. A bromine derivative 
was prepared. A eondsmsation product was made 
from mentbane sdpna. Analysis indicated that it 
woa lil^wisa a tetranuclear substance containing 
four mentbane radielee. Bromine compounds were 
also prepared. Kotidng as yet has been learned 
of th«^ njtnleeular atrne|hre. 

""The Pernor* of Pimene: G. B. and C. J. Pbank- 
voanvE. 

Pinene tends to fornf complex resinous 8ub> 
etances when treated with any of the halogen elo- 
flieatB, as chlorine, bromine or iodine in addition 
td formation of hydric salts. Not only do the 
elements themselves react with pinene, but also 
certain of their salts. Thus chlorine or aluminium 
chloride added lisantiouBly to pinene forme rednous 
substanoes la addition to the hydrochloride and 
tarry matter. The resinous matter thus formed 
was fetind to be a complex substance. Two defi- 
nite substanees have been isolated and carefully 
studied^ while a third doubtless exists. Analysis 
of tbfi two which have been studied indicate the 
formula and (CiioH,,)^. 

The iPleetron Conception of Valence, A labora- 
tory Bo0eh for Electromer*: Olivee Kamm. 

The electron conception of valence as advocated 
by Talk, Nelson and others predicts three isomers 
in many etseS wdkere the theory of cis-trans isomer- 
ic demands only one or two. An extensive search 
'iMi lAerefore made in order to isolate some of 
thbsa niitttdng ispmers. It has, however, been pos- 
sible to explain all of the results obtained on the 


basis of the atomic linking theory without using 
the electronic formula for the double union. 

The Eearrangement of (N) Alkyl Anilines: C, G. 
Derick and J, W. Howaed. 

Tbo action of heat upon methyl aniline was 
studied. No change was observed u^) to 600**. 
Similar results were obtained with dimethyl ani- 
line. 

The action of beat upon the methyl aniline 
hydrochloride has been thoroughly studied. Dnder 
temperature of 250° no shifting of the methyl 
group from the side chain nitrogen atom to the 
ring carbon atom was found. On the other band, 
the percentages of the primary, secondary and ter- 
tiary amines was found to be constant within the 
» tera-perature limits 200°-250°, the times of heating 
two to forty-eight hours, and the volume of the 
bomb tubes. No quaternary compounds were de- 
tected. The primary, secondary and Tertiary 
amines were proven to be aniline, monomethyl ani- 
line and dimethyl aniline, respectively. At 300* 
the reaction is very different. The methyl radical 
shifts from the nitrogen atom to the carbon atom 
of the ring. 

The Synthesis of l-Fhen-S-Phenoxy -Propane by 
the Qrignard Eeaction: C. G. Derick and L. O, 

POTTEBT. 

For the preparation of the l*phea-3-phenoxy- 
propane, phenyl magnesium bromide was prepared 
in the usual manner. The solvent ether was evap- 
orated off on a water bath. The residue was dis- 
solved in one and one half moles of phenetol and 
one mole of the l-bromo-3-phenoxy-propane added. 
The solution was now heated slowly to the boiling- 
point under an air-condenser, when the last traces 
of ether wore slowly driven off. This heating re- 
quires about an hour and is followed by three hours 
refluxing. The yield of the l-phen-3-phenoxy -pro- 
pane was 47 per cent., while if a few drops of di- 
methyl aniline were added the yield was increased 
to 61 per cent. 

The Isomeric Tctracetates of Xylose and Observa- 
tions regarding the Acetates of Melibioifef Tre- 
halose and Sucrose: C. Hudson and J. M, 
Johnson. 

The Preparation of Uelibiose: C. S. Hudson and 
T. 8. Harding. 

A Second Crystailine dFruetoae Pent acetate (a-d- 
Fructose Pentaceiaic) : C. 8. Hudson and D. H. 
Brauns. 

Bromoacetylxylose and Beta TriaoetylmeihyUylo- 
aide: J. K. Dale. 

An tindissooiaied Organic Acid in the Edle of a 
Catalytic Agent: H. C. Biddle. ^ 
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In the inversion of sugar and in the hydrolysis 
of esters in the presence of acids, the speed of the 
reaction is a direct function of the concentration 
of the hydrogen ions. Tn the eonversion of cin* 
ehoua alkaloids into their toxins, however, we are 
dealing with a catn lysis in which the hydrogen ion 
acts as an inhibiting agent and the positive catalyst 
is the nndissocinted molecule of an organic acid. 

The JsomerUm of J, 6, Tetrah/ydroxynaphika- 
Icne: A. S. Whicel?:r akd V, C. Edwaeds. 
Naphtii^arin on reduction with stannous chloride 
and hydrochloric acid yields fi| 6, tetrahydroxy- 
naphtlialnne, yellow, molting at 154®, It dissolves 
in alcohol, but deposits deep red crystals, also melt’ 
ing at 154®, which possess the same empirical for- 
.mula and do not even differ in structure so far as 
the experiments of Zincko and Schmidt and our- 
selves indicate. Wo find, however, that the yellow 
compound, always considered a phenol, is also a 
ketone and must be included among the keto-enol 
conipounds. Wo obtained excellent yields of ke- 
tone derivatives with somicarbaxuie, phenylsemi- 
carbazine, and four other similar reagents. No 
oxime could be prepared on account of the sensi- 
tiveness of this phenol to basic reagents. Accord- 
ing to whether we used one or two molecules of 
phenylsemi carbazine, we get a monO' or a diphenyl- 
semicarbazone. Acetylation gives a high yield of 
a tetracetyl derivative. The isomers themselyea 
we have been unable to separate. 

The Brominaiion of 1, 4p Tetrahydroxi^aph- 
thalene: A. S. Wheelee and V, C. Edwards, 

This phenol is readily brominntod, be^ in gla- 
cial acetic acid solution, a dibromdibydrokyquinone 
being formed. If the bromi nation is carried out in 
hot acetic acid, the product contains t^o leas II 
atoms. These products arc very slowly acfsliylated 
with acetyl chloride and this made the starting- 
point of two series of derivatives whose character 
can not be indicated in a short abstract. Napllth- 
karine was also bromi nated and yielded a series of^ 
derivatives 'which assisted in determining the struc- 
ture of members of the above series. 

Simple and Mixed. Alkyl Bheephaies: W. A. 

Dkubhel. 

1. The alkyl phosphates are very stable at room 

temperature in JV/10 HCl, but are rapidly saponi- . 
fled by barium hydroxide. / 

2. All alkyl groups are hydrolyzable^'^the first* 
more easily than the second and third. 

3. In alkyl phosphates one alkyl group is 

not hydrolyil|[ to the exclusion of the other, con- 
trary to Lossen and KiVhlor^a theory. 




4. These esters are distillable in vacuo without 
decomposition. 

On the Freparation and Properties of 
Esters: W. A. Dbushel and W. H. T. HomK. 
Hydracrylic acid is obtained from glycerine 
through Bdodopropionic acid by the tettfoval of 
.bydriodic acid from the latter by silver oxide. It 
is easily esterified with common alcohols in the ab- 
sence of mineral acids by using anhydrous copper 
sulphate. The yields of esters are from ^ per' 
cent, to 90 per cent. 

The hydraerylie eaters are all colorless, with a 
faint but characteristic odor^ mostly vetMmy sol- 
uble in water, all below iaoamyl hydrae^aie are 
heavier than water and all boil with decomposition 
at atmospheric pressure but are distillable under 
diminished pressure without decomposition. 

Synthesis of Giyoocoll and iHethyl Carhoa- 
ate: W. A. Dbubhel and i). it. Knafp. 

A modification of the method of the 

preparation of glycoeolb The yield is the name M 
that obtained by Kraut (55 per cent. 

Nef ’s method for the preparation of diethyl car- 
bonate is modified. Biethyl carbonate boils at 
127®. The specific gravity at 25** is O,1>0S and the 
saponification equivalent is 39. 

Evrther StyAies upon the Eesene of Finui Betera- 
pylia: (Jitfs. AND V. A. CO^bTBB. 

The^ccuixiif^ca of piosito Triphoepho'fl^^ /^ 4n 
Ci^ionseed MealJ J. 'B. Bathkb. ’ ‘ 

^n jinosiie phqet>horlc held corresponding in com- 
poslfTon to inpSite triphosphoric acid, C|H«(OH)r 
(naP 04 )i„ has been separated from cottonseed mtal 
by means of its erystalUn strychnin salt. , l;}dB 
confirms the previous work of the author on the 
composition of the acid in so far os it indicatee 
that cottonseed meal contains an inomte-phosphorlc 
acid much richer in carbon and poorer in phos- 
phorus than the so-called phytic acid CaH^PtO». 
These results are not in accord with the view that 
the principal inoslte phosphoric acid of cottonseed 
meal is inoslte hexaphosphoric acid CU^(HtP 04 )«f 
although it is possible that the present acid is a 
hydrolytic product of that substance. 

Baty *s Theory of Chemical JEerwtioas,- W. D*IIK^ 
Study of the Common Bean: W. M. 

A Case of Sierie Eindrance <n Ersrymes: W, hL 
i^HN. 

Colorimetric Studies of Ficrate fioltUtSM: W* M. 
I)EHN. 

Certain Non-^ietdhdnpeable BadMlst W. M. 
Dbhn. OnAtthsa L. PaiaoNg, 

fiacfWtiiry 
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